


HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT

Date R eferred  to C om m ittee: April 17, 1997 FU R TH ER  R EFERR A LS:
( 7 )

Date o f Com m ittee Actionion:

T he H EA LTH . ED U CA TIO N  AND SO CIA L SERV ICES C om m ittee considered: HCR 18

H O U SE CO N C U RR EN T R ESO LU TIO N  NO. 18 80 YEAR ANNIV O F  UNIV. ALA SK A  FAIRBANKS

D eclaring 1997 to be observed as the  80th A nniversary o f the University of A laska F airbanks and  recognizing the vital 
role played by the U niversity  of A laska F airbanks.

recommends it be replaced
with the following committee substitute

[ ] additional referral t o _________________
f | a ttached am endm ent(s)

A D O P T S :________________________________

Committee

Letter of Intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s): (Depl) APPROVES PREVIOUS:

I J fiscal n o t e ( s ) _____________________________ [ ] fiscal n o t e ( s ) ____________

[ ] the same title 
[ ] a new title

(Dept/Dile)

[ / J  zero fiscal note(s) laa [ ] zero  fiscal note(s)



F I S C A L .  N O T E

NO.
STATE OF ALASKA BILL VERSION: HCR 18
1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION , PUBLISH DATE: _________

Revision D a t e : __________________________ Department Affected: Legislative Affairs Agency
Title: Declaring 1997 to be observed as the B R U : ____________All_______________________
80th Anniversary of the University of Alaska Fairbanks...
Sponsor: Representative Davies__________________  Component: _AII
Requestor: House HESS___________________________  ______________

COMPONENT SERIAL NO:

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 98 FY 99 FYOO FY 01 FY 02 FY 03
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 .  0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL

REVENUE FUND SOURCE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER FUND SOURCE 
TOTAL

0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current year impact:

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

Zero fiscal impact.

Prepared By: Karla-Schofield, Deputy Director 
Division: Administrative Services v A

isU /A is'hjlM  Phone: 465-38t<£ 
\ Date:

Approved By: Pamela A. Varni, Executive Director f  r
Agency: Legislative Affairs Agency . D a t e : f f ^ 7

Distribution (by preparer): Leg. Finance, Legislative Sponsor, Requestor, OMB, G ov ., & Impacted Agency(ies).
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UAF CELEBRATES 80TH ANNIVERSARY THIS YEAR
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
M arch 28, 1997

Fairbanks, A la ska  —  The bill to accept a federal land g ran t to create a  

university  in  A laska w as in troduced in  th e  Territorial Legislature 80 years ago 

in M arch. Two m onths later, after rigorous debate, th e  bill passed.

On May 3, 1917. with a  stroke of h is  pen, A laska Territorial Gov. Jo h n  

Strong signed the bill to create the A laska A gricultural College and  School of 

Mines, known today as the University of A laska Fairbanks.

T hroughout th is year, UAF will celebrate 80 years of progress in  higher 

education. In the eight decades since its founding. UAF h as  played a  m ajor 

role in  the  econom ic development, grow th and diversification of A laska, from 

territorial days to statehood and  now  into the 2 1 st century .

Today UAF serves 113 com m unities statew ide th rough  its  education, 

public service and research  activities, and  is the  only university in Alaska 

offering degrees a t  the  Ph.D. level.

Back in  1915, the  U.S. Congress provided a land  g ran t of approxim ately 

250 .000  acres to th e  Territory of A laska for a college in Fairbanks. An 

additional 100,000 acres was granted  by Congress in  1929, b u t u n d e r the 

Statehood Act all righ ts to th e  additional land  were extinguished, as were the 

righ ts to receive 150.000 acres of unsurveyed sections of the T anana  Valley.

- more -

BACKGROUND INFORMATION



UAF is A laska 's only land-gran t college, bu t today its acreage is one the 

sm alles t o f an y  land-grdnt universities in the  nation. O f the nearly  350,000 

a c re s  originally earm arked  by Congress for America’s  F a rth es t North College, 

only 100,000 a c res  rem ain.

A laskans lobbied for a college in  the territory believing th a t the scientific 

m ethods developed a t  th e  in stitu tion  would help stabilize the  frontier’s gold- 

based , boom -bust economy.

On a  h ill overlooking Fairbanks, volunteers cleared a roadw ay to the  a rea  

w here  sp ec ta to rs  w itnessed  the  laying of the cornerstone for the  college on 

J u ly  4. 1915.

M eeting in  1919. th e  Territorial Legislature failed to m ake an 

appropria tion  for th e  college, so the AACSM didn’t receive any  m oney until 

th e  n ex t session , in  1921.

T h at year, C harles Bunnell w as selected a s  the  university’s  first p residen t 

an d  cam pus co n stru c tio n  began. W hen it finally opened its  doors in 1922, the  

A laska A gricultural College and School of Mines had  six  studen ts , six faculty 

a n d  one adm in istra to r. At the end o f th a t school year. 14 regu lar s tuden ts  were 

a ttend ing . O nly five courses were offered — agriculture, general science, 

engineering, hom e econom ics and m ining engineering.

In 1935 the  nam e of the  A laska Agricultural College and School of 

M ines w as changed  to the  U niversity of Alaska to reflect th e  institu tion 's 

growing statew ide population and  influence on statew ide affairs.

By 1940 a  record  enrollm ent of 310 fulltime s tu d e n ts  was alm ost too 

m u ch  for the  cam pus to handle. The cam pus consisted  of th ree  residence 

ha lls , a  lib rary /gym nasium , a  new power plant and  the  Eielson Building.

A lthough w artim e enrollm ent plum m eted to 50  studen ts, Congress in  

1946, estab lished  the  Geophysical In stitu te  a t UAF. The GI h as since earned

- more -
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an  in te rn a tio n a l reputation , and is the only resea rch  a n d  academ ic cen ter
11

for geophysics In  the  U.S. focusing on h igh-latitude geophysical phenom ena.

D uring  th e  1950s and 1960s, the  university began  offering i ts  program s 

to all regions of A laska and established itself a s a  com m unity  partner.

W hen the  C hena River flooded downtown F a irbanks in  A ugust 1967, 

res id en ts  sough t refuge a t UAF. w hich was soon dubbed  "evacuation city." 

Shelter, food a n d  m edical a tten tion  were provided at. residence  halls, th e  

gym nasium  an d  in  classroom s. The cam pus com m unity of 70C swelled in to  a 

sm all city  of 7 .000  people.

The 1970s were a tim e of expansion. In 1975. th e  statew ide system  of 

the  University o f A laska w as established, b u t  rock-bottom  oil prices in th e  mid- 

1980s led to th e  res truc tu rin g  of the system . A dm inistration  was stream lined  

and  the s ta te 's  four-year institu tions in  Anchorage, F a irbanks and J u n e a u  were 

given responsib ility  for form er com m unity college m issions. UAF*s b ran ch  

cam p u ses are  located  in Bethel, Dillingham, Kotzebue, Nome and the  Interior.

T hroughou t the  1990s. UAF developed a n u m b er of in itia tives to ad d re ss  

con tinued  deficits to its budget, including downsizing of adm in istra tion  and 

elim ination  of program s.

In 1992, the  university  began closing its doors over w inter b reak  and  

a sk ed  its  employees to take leave w ithout pay  du ring  th a t  tim e to help defray 

b u dge t shortfalls. A successful $13 million private fund-ra ising  effort th a t  

y e a r w as the  first-ever launched by th e  university.

As UAF p repares for the 2 1 st century , the in stitu tio n  is building on  80

y ears  of .traditions to m aintain  its  national s ta tu re  as a  top research  and

teach ing  university . With an  em phasis on high la titudes. UAF continues to

provide inform ation on issues of national an d  in te rna tiona l concern.

CONTACT: UAF Public Information Officer Debra Damron, (907] 474-7122.

l IAF News releases available electronically at: 
http://www.uaf. ed u /u n iv re l/m ed la /index J itm l
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