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CS F O R  H O U SE  B IL L  NO . 45 (H ES '

IN  THE LE G ISLA TU R E  OF THE STATE OF A LA SKA
I

TW EN T IETH  LEG ISLA TU RE  - F IRST  SESS ION  I
BY THE HOUSE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor!*): REPRESENTATIVE KELLY
A B IL L  

F O R  AN A C T  E N T IT L E D  

"A n  Act re la ting  to runaw ay and missing m inors ; and p rov id ing  fo r  an effective 

d a te ."

B E  IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F T H E  ST A T E  O F  A L A S K A :
I

•  Sec tion  1. AS 4 7 .1 0 .1 4 1 (b ) is amended to read:
(b ) A peace o ffic e r shall take into protective custody a m inor described in (a ) 

o f  this section i f  the m inor is not otherwise subject to anest o r detention. Unless (c ) 
o f  this section applies, when a peace o ffice r lakes a m inor into protective custody 
under this subsection.

(1 )  the peace o ffice r shall
(A ) return the m inor to the m inor’ s parent o r guardian at the 

parent’ s o r guardian’ s residence i f  the residence is in the same community 
where the m inor was found and i f  the (M IN OR  A N D  I*HF J m inor’ s parent or 
guardian consents (CONSENT ) to the return, except that the o ffic e r may not 
use this option i f  the o fficer has reasonable cause to believe that the m inor has

•1. LS I IB 451HES)
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experienced physical o r sexual abuse in the parent’ s o r guardian's household ;
(B ) take the m inor to a nearby location agreed to by the m inor’ s 

parent or guardian i f the parent o r guardian docs not consent to return o f  the 
m inor under (A ) o f this paragraph and the o ffice r does not have reasonable 
cause to believe that the m inor has experienced physical o r sexual abuse in the 
parent’ s o r guardian’ s household ; o r

(C ) if disposition o f  the m inor is not made under (A ) o r (B )  o f 
this paragraph, take the m inor to

( i )  an o ffice  specified by the Department o f  Health and 
Socia l Services;

( i i )  a program  fo r runaway m inors licensed by the 
department under AS 47 .1 0 .3 1 0 ;

( i i i )  a shelter fo r runaways that has a permit from  the 
department under AS 47 .3 5 .0 8 5  that agrees to shelter the m inor;

( iv )  a fac ility o r contract agency o f  the department; o r
(v )  another suitable location and promptly notify the 

department i f  an o ffice  specified by the department, a licensed program 
fo r runaway m inors, a shelter fo r runaways that w ill accept the m inor, 
o r a facility o r contract agency o f the department does not exist in the 
community;
(2 )  i f  the peace o ffic e r plans to take the m inor to an o ffice , program , 

shelter, o r facility under ( I ) ( C )  o f  this subsection, the peace o ffic e r shall g ive the 
highest priority to taking the m inor to an o ffice , program , shelter, o r facility that is 
semi-secure;

(3 )  a m inor under protective custody may not be housed in a ja i l nr 
other detention facility but may be housed in a scmi-sccurc portion o f  an o ffic e , 
program , shelter, o r other fac ility under ( I ) (C )  o f this subsection;

(4 )  the peace o ffice r, immediately upon taking a m inor into protective
custody, shall

(A ) advise the m inor o f available mediation services and o f  the 
right to social services under AS 47 .1 0 .1 4 2 'b ); and

0-LS0264\E
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(B) if the identity of the minor’s parent or guardian is known, 

advise the minor’s parent or guardian that ;hc minor has been taken into 

protective custody and that counseling services for the minor’s parent or 

guardian and the minor’s household may be available under AS 47.10.142(b). 

Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

0-LS0264VE
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Lamcrbach 
2/13/97

A .A I Iy. N D Vf E .N .T  % \

O FF E R E D  IN  TH E  H O U SE  B Y  R E PR E SE N T A T IV E  K E L L Y
TO : HB 45

1 Page 1, line 1, fo llow ing  "m in o rs" :
2 Insert and p rov id in g  fo r  an effective date"

3 Page 3 , fo llow ing  line 2:
4  Insert a new b ill section to read:
5 "*  Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 0 1 .10 .070 (c )."

•I-



Lusha J^tate ^ le g is la tu re

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E

PETER KELLY
Moiling Address:

119 N. Cuatinran. Sullo 203 

Fnlrbonks, Alaska 99701 

(907) .150-8101

R n u s e  (E>f R e p re s e n ta tiv e s

February 3, 1997 

Memorandum

To: Representative Con Bunde 

From: Representative Pete Kelly 

Regarding: Hearing request for

Please schedule a heanng for House Bill 45 at your earliest convenience.

House Bill 45 corrects a problem that occurred when my bill from last year, revising the 
juvenile code HB 387, and Senator Frank's bill, changing the runaway statutes SB 
289. were mergec The language that resulted required a police officer to return a 
runaway minor to his parents - but only with the consent of the minor.

it does not make sense for the state to give a runaway minor, by definition an 
individual who chooses to live on the streets, the power to override his parents
decision.

I have filed HB 45 to fix this problem.

Wlille In June mi

Stnto Cnpitol 

Junoau. Alaska 

99801-1182 

(907) ̂ 65-2327

H o u s e  District 31

HB 45



VM..W H> l »

Slolo Copilot 

Junonu. Alaska 

90801-1IB2 
(007)405-2327

(907) 460-8161
* liouso District 31

J H u u s e  O i ) f  J l c j j r e s c n t a t i t i c s  

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t  

H B  4 5

R u n a w a y  a n d  m i s s i n g  c h i l d r e n

HB 45 provides a technical correction that occurred when my comprehensive re-write 
of the juvenile code was combined with Senator Steve Frank’s legislation on 
runaway's following the last legislativo session. When these two bills were combined 
a core piece of Senator Frank's legislation was lost. The reviser of bill needs this 
legislation to fix the problem.

This bill returns to a parent or guardian the decision to allow an unemancipated minor 
to remain on the street or to require the minor to return home. A runaway minor should 
not have the right of refusal as to where the minor should live. This decision should lie 
with the minor's parent, legal guardian, or in remote cases, a peace officei.

When you read the paper and learn of juveniles committing crime, vandalism, or living 
on the streets, you may ask yourself: "Where wore these kids parents?" When you 
drive home late at night and see teens or younger children out on the street it is not 
just the parents who are at fault. Please remember that State law gives these children 
veto power over their parent's decision for the minor's return home.

We all agree that it is not in a minor's best interest for the minor to be "habitually 
absent from home or refusing to accept available care" (AS 47.10.010(a)(1)). It was 
not intentional for our statutes to read that a minor who has run away from home, must 
first consent to her or his return to that home. HB 45 corrects this problem.

^ A l a s k a  j^tate ^legislature

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  

PETER KELLY 
Mailing Address 

110 N. Cushman. Suito 203 

Fairbanks. Alaska 00701

SPONSOR STATEMENT
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Chapter 120

allc£ciLuKroM^JiQliBcdJLPta.c£j*Uiti:r»JLliii'_vJi[urt£iuviiLiiuciiiX^ytJUi' 
llcp iiL in» frU j> [iig iO tlLanflS fld iil Sc rv iccyn f U ic jinmc u f l l ic  chiUUimUlH' 
childYlncjiUon 

• S rc . 3. AS 47 10.1*11(h) is amended lo  read
(h) A peace officer sJtnll lake into proieclive custody a minor described m ia | nl 

tins section if the minor is not otherwise subject to arrest or detention I inlcss (c> ol tins 
section applies, the peace officer shall |nX E R C IS I: T i l l :  O PH CER ’S D ISCRET ION  
AND) ( I ) return tin- minor to the legal custodian uU lir.lu tyLda^ ly ilitlJ^ iJ l^uLvtltcJI 
Ih tL ttNdenttJ ijnJhc same community o lic r r  the m inor witvfimmLttiul it the legal 
custodian consents lo  the return escept that the officer may not use this opium it the 
o lticcr has reasonable cause to bclicic IS l 'S P R T I  that the minor lias es|vtteneed 
ptiysical or sciual abuse in the legal custodian's household. 12) take the minor lo  a nearby 
location agreed to by (THE MINOR AND] tire legal custodian iU llc Jc jw L tU ilD d ian  
d oc iiioU onKnU tz jc lu in -oU hc jn iinQ om iljc ii llif lL lh i^ u lisc c liu iL an ilJh cL flrn cc r 
docsJwLhair-itasQ jub lc jc a u ic Jo J id ic ir  J  haLl b c jn  i ootJins cypgricntcil .p Jm k ji I 
uLK iu a ! abuse iiL lhdcnaUu jlud iitu jL lim isc ltu ltl or (3 l if.Uisju»5ilimLuLll»cJiiiimr 
U IIOl BiadCJlildCLlIlDLiZloLlhiS5UbKCliQU. lake the minor to an office specified h\ 
the Department o f Health and Social Services, a program for runaway minors licensed 
by the department under AS 47 10 310. a shelter for runaways that has a permit Irnrn the 
department under AS 47 33 0X5 that agrees to shelter tire minor, or a facilits or contract 
agency of lire department iLlhC-PCMCJBirucu»lnnsJo.liiKc_1hCJimiorJ't.;uLofrKC. 
p rog ram .she ltrr.p r la tihD  undcLiA) o f ih iisub sec lion Jhe  pcacr n l fU c o h a lL m c  
th ch igh ts l-p riu riU -lo lah in g  J h t  lu in o r j iu u i  office. jiro g ra n t^ h t llc r . ." rJ t ic i li ly  
that is semi-secure. If an office specifierl h\ itre department, a licensed program fiv  
runaway minors, a shelter for runaways that will accept the minor, or a facility ot contrncl 
agency of thr department doe* not cstst in the community. the olfrccr shall take the minor 
to another suitable location ami promptly notds the department A minor under 
prorcclivc custndv mas not he housed in a mi) or other detention facilits but tnay_bc 
liuuscd tn a serni arc tire pv rlion  o f on office, p rcd trjt iuu ltc lle t. or o ilie r facility 
under L?J Of tlm  subsection Immediately upon taking a minor into protects? custody.

\ I IC S C S S B  2X9<riNi am II
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Chapter 59

1 person, the court may make the appointment. The court shall have a summons issued and
2 served upon the parents o f the minor, if they can be found, in a manner and within a time
3 before the hearing that the court considers reasonable. The court may determine whether
4 the father, mother, another suitable person, or the department shall have the custoJy
5 and control o f tire mirror. I f  tire minor is o f sufficient age and intelligence to state desire.,
6 the court shall consider them.
7 • Sec. 38. AS 47 .10 .120(a) is amended to read:
8 (a ) When a child in need o f aid (OR A DELINQt fENT M INOR ) is committed
9 under this chapter, the court shall, after giving the parent (OR LEGAL G UA RD IA N ) a

ID reason; rlc opportunity to be heard, adjudge that the parent (OR G UARD IA N ) pay to the
11 department in a manner (hat the court directs a sum (THAT IS BASED ON THE FEE
12 SCHEDULE  ADOPTED UNDER AS 44.29.022) to cover iri fu ll or in part the
13 maintenance and care o f (he child. The support ob ligation shall be calculated unuiT
14 R u le 5KL3(iiuf theA la sk itku lcs J ifX 'n ilL ruccduE t |OR M INOR),
15 'S e e . 39. AS 47 .10 141(b) is amended to read:
16 (b) A peace officer shall take into protective custody a minor described in (a ) o f
17 (hit section if the minor is not otherwise subject to arrest or detention. Unless (c ) o f this

19 subsection.
20 LU the peace officer shall exercise the officer s discretion and ahull
21 (A1 (AND ( I ) )  return the minor to the m inor's parent o r
22 guardian (LEGAL CUSTODIAN ) if the m inor and the m inor's p a rent or
23 yuurdiun consent (LEGAL CUSTODIAN CONSENTS) lo Ihe return, except
24 that the officer ma> not use this option if the officer has reasonable cause to
25 suspect that the minor has expenenccd physical or sexual abuse in the parent!*
26 ox guardian's (LEGAL CUSTODIAN ’S) household;
27 (JL) |(2 ) )  lake the minor to a nearby location agreed to by the
28 minor and the u iim n!*parent or.guardittn (LEGAL CUSTOD IAN ); or
29 ( Q  1(3)) take the minor lo
30 (11 an office specified by the Department o f Health and

17- SCS CSSSHB 387<JUD)
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It is  a p p a r e n t  th a t  c h i ld r e n  w ith  ru n a w a y  t e n d e n c ie s  m a n i fe s t  s im i la r  
b e h a v io r s .  T h e  fo l lo w in g  lis t w a s  c o m p i le d  b y  p a r e n t s  o f  r u n a w a y  c h i ld re n  
in th o  F a i r b a n k s  a r e a .  T h o s e  c o n t r ib u t in g  th e  in fo rm a t io n  a l l a g r e e  th a t  it is  
f a r  m o r e  th a n  c o in c id e n ta l th a t  m a n y  b e h a v io r s  a r e  s im i la r , b u t  t h e y  a r e  
p u z z le d  a s  t o  w h a t  m o v e s  a  c h i ld  in th a t  d i re c t io n .

W e  h o p e  th is  th is  in fo rm a t io n  w ill a le r t  o t h e r  p a r e n t s  to  a  p o te n t ia l ru n a w a y  
p r o b le m  b e f o r e  it h a p p e n s .

- Dishonesty (lying, cheating, stealing).
- Lack of conscience.
- Poor school performance.- Disruptivo and/or disinterested in class.
- Disinterest in extra-curricula- or other organized activities.
- Friendships with inferiors or hanging around with the bad elements.
- Inability to see the conaoquences of any given action.
- Drops out of family activities
- D isavows f a m i l y  values- Manipulates others.
- Poor judgement and deds;nn-making skills
- Will do anything for poor acceptance.
• Gang attire and music preferences.
- Severe mood shifts.
- Bored nnd unablo to entertain self -  relies on poors, TV and others.
- Impulsive behavior -  self damaging and harmful (i.e., drugs, shoplifting, cox, otc.)
• Low s'? if-esteem.
- No sense of Identity.
- Frequent and inappropriate display of anger
- Unstable and intense friendships of short duration.
- Throats of suicde.
- Self mutilation.
- Avoidance of responsibilities by running or consequences of actions.
- Consistently truant.
. Destructive to property of self and others.
- Never admits to fault.
• Exhibits paranoid behavior
- Continues to maintain relationship with boyfnend/glrtfriend as forbidden by parents
- Umealistlc use or money. Unable to hang on to money Does not know value.

A D D I T I O N A L  I N F O R M A T I O N
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January 17, 1997

Representative Pete Kelly Alaska State Legislature State Capitol (MS 3100)Juneau, Alaska 99801-1102
Dear Representative Kelly,
On behalf o f the Alaska Peace Officers Association, I would like  to thank you fo r sponsoring House 3 i l l  45 re la ting to runaway and missing minors. At a recent meeting of the APOA State Board, we decided to unanimously support this leg is la t ion . We believe that a runaway minor should not have the right o f re fusa l o r choice as to where the minor should l iv e .  We fee l th is decision should l ie  with the minor's parent, legal guardian or, in remote cases, a peace o f f ic e r .
We encourage you to ca ll on us when there are hearings on th is b i l l ,  so that we may te s t i fy  about the need fo r  th is leg is la t ion . I f  you need assistance as you shepherd this b i l l  through the leg is la t iv e  process, please c a l l  me at 451-5316, or our business manager, Joseph Young at 277-0515.

Michael C o rk i l l APOA State President

SU f •’0RT



N A T IO N A L  A S S O C IA T IO N  O F  S O C IA L  W O R K E R S  
A L A S K A  C H A P T E R

H B 45  R U N A W A Y  A N D  M IS S IN G  M IN O R S

Before the
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The National Association o f  Social Workers (NASW) is the world's largest organisation o f  professional social workers. NASW's 
155.000 members nationwide and 460 in Alaska work in a wide range o f  settings at a ll levels in the public and private sectors. 
Professional social workers focus on vulnerable populations and promote state and federa l policies which enhance the lives o f  the 
people we serve.

Thank you fo r the opportunity to address the Committee on  H B  4 5 . Runaway and M issing M inors.

N A SW  opposes H B  45  and docs not recom m end its passage.

HB  45 w ill resu lt in increased incidence o f  p a re n ta l abuse, in ju ry  , and even death am ong you th . This 
measure w ill require a po lice o ffic e r to fo rc ib ly  return a youth, without his o r her consent, to a home that mny be 
unsafe. Research has shown that 6 0%  to 7 5%  o f  runways report serious physical abuse, and the prevalence o f  
sexual abuse, especially among young women, is even higher. (Pow ers , J, Eckcnrodc, J. &  Jak lilsch , B. (1 9 9 0 ). 
“ Maltreatment Among Runaway and Homeless Y ou th ." Child Abuse and Neglect, 14:87.). . Each year in 
A laska 3 ,575 eases o f  child abuse are v e rifie d , and the state receives ove r 15 .000  child abuse and neglect 
reports each year. (State o f  A laska, C h ild  Health Planning W ork  G roup ).

The b i ll ’ s exception to fo rc ib le  re tu rn  i f  the o ff ic e r  has “ rea sonab le  cause to be lieve”  the presence o f  
fam ily  abuse w i l l not p ro tec t the y ou th . Po lice o ffice rs  arc not qualified to assess the presence o f  physical o r 
sexual abuse, and therefore must re ly  o :i reports from  the youth. The youth m ay be reluctant to reveal a history' 
o f  fam ily abuse to an o ffic e r, and therefore cou ld  be routine ly returned to a dangerous situation.

Forc ing  runaw ay you th  to re tu rn  hom e against th e ir w i ll not stop them  from  ru n n in g . As dangerous as 
life  on the street is, its not nearly as bad as returning to an abusive parent. In fact, it w ill on ly  serve to further 
alienate these youth, driv ing them deeper "underground”  and out o f  state where they arc even less like ly  to 
receive the services they need.

L ife  on the streets is not fun . In A laska 1 ,900 A laskan adolescents are homeless annua lly  (A laska D IIS S ). 
These youth are taking what is often the on ly  option availab le to them. I f  services were made availab le , the 
great majority o f  runaway and hom c’css youth would readily access them , especia lly  programs such as 
independent and transitional liv ing , education, training, jo b s  and counseling that w ou ld enable them to become 
self-sustaining.

The p rob lem s o f  hom eless and  runaw ay you th  shou ld  be viewed ns r  hum an righ ts issues w ith roo ts  in 
v ic tim ization . Young people from  tiouh lcd homes can be victim ized within the fam ily  and exposed to violence 
which further infringes on  their human rights. W ou ld you consider applying such measures to any other group 
o f  citizens • stripping them o f  their rights and essentially treating them os the property o f  their parents? This 
legislation gives pa ren ts  the option o f  consenting to the return o f  their ch ildren , and leaves open the 
opportunity fo r youth to be thrown away, abandoned and locked out o f  their homes.. W e w ill not promote 
healthy, responsible adults with this leg isla tion , and may in fact ensure that som e youth su ffe r serious ir ju ry  at 
the hands o f  their parents.

A L A S K A  C H A P T E R
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C o m m e n t s  o n  H B 4 5 :

Kim WoodPO Box 56152North Pole, AK 99705

Upon reading HB45 I was taken back to April 23, 1996, when our daughter "decided" that she didn't want to l iv e  with us anymore and would rather " live  her own l i f e "  at age 13. That was the day I summoned the police to pick her up o f f  the street because she said she was not coming home. When she was taken to the po lice station, she said she was not going home with us. We then asked the police what we could do and we were to ld  "nothing." They then transported her to Family Focus. That was a l l  they said they could do. Never once did the police t e l l  our daughter that she had to go home with us, so she re a l ly  f e l t  l ik e  she had the upper hand and we fe l t  she did too. She got what she wanted, to do what she wanted, when she wanted. I'm sure she probably laughed inside a l l  the way to Family Focus, while we were crying at home. I might add here that there was never any question of physical, mental, o r sexual abuse, ju s t a child who got i t  in her head that she could do what she wanted and there was nothing we could do about i t .  The sad thing is  that she was righ t, u n t i l we found out about Teen Help.
How helpless we f e l t  that day and the days that followed un t i l we were given the number o f Teen Help. The day a f te r  I ca lled them, an escort team was on the ir way to Fairbanks to take our daughter to a residentia l treatment fa c i l i t y  where we could a l l  begin to sort through what was wrong and begin the healing process. To date things are going well and our daughter is  in a safe, secure environment, where together we are a l l  working on the issues that u ltimately led to April 23, 1996.
Every day I see in the paper where another adolescent is  e ither missing, or assaulting the ir parents, etc. I t  makes me angry that there is  nothing in our own state, much less our own community that can provide assistance to our children who are d e fin ite ly  crying out fo r  help.
I would venture to say that most of the kids on the street are not from abusive homes, but rather they know chat there is nothing the ir parents can do to make them be responsible fo r  the bad choices they have made, and that i f  not checked, w i l l  eventually ruin the ir lives , l ik e  ending up in j a i l  fo r  the rest o f the ir l i f e  fo r  shooting a police o f f ic e r  in the chest. And actions that a ffec t the lives of others in the community by way of stea ling , vandalism, etc. How Gad that our state thinks i t ' s  more important to give grants to s ta rt charter schools fo r  "g ifted" children when the money could be better used to estab lish f a c i l i t i e s  to help our kids at r is k . And yes, I do mean help. I f  you could ta lk  to the kids in the program that our daughter is  in, you would find that they are now thankful that the ir parents are



m a k i n g  the e m o t i o n a l  and m o n e t a r y  sacrific e they a r e  m a k i n g  to 
e n s u r e  that their son or d a u g h t e r  is r e c e iv ing the h e l p  they need.

O n e  t h i n g  I n o t i c e d  in the bill, (4) (B) "that c o u n s e l i n g  
s e r v i c e s  for the m i n o r ' s  parent o r  g u a r d i a n  a nd the m i n o r ' s  
h o u s e h o l d  m a y  b e  a v a i l a b l e  u n d e r  AS 4 7 . ? 0 . 1 4 2 ( B ) ." T h i s  is a g o o d  
p l a c e  to start, too b ad it was never o f f e r e d  to m y  family. We 
w e r e  o n  o u r  own in finding c o u n s e l i n g  and it w o u l d  have b e e n  
h e l p f u l  if someone w o u l d  have a s s isted us. W h e n  y o u r  f a m i l y  is 
f a l l i n g  apart, you feel like you are all alone in the world, and 
there was n o w h e r e  to turn for us. I can onl y ho pe that our state 
g o v e r n m e n t  will take a seri ous look at this issue a n d  take a c t i o n  
soon. T h e  p r o b l e m  is not g e t t i n g  better, and will not g o  a w a y  on 
its own. It's too late for my family, but not for c o u n t l e s s  
o t h e r s  in our c o m m u n i t y  that are now o r  will in the future g o  
t h r o u g h  this tragedy.

p o c n a f  h f 1 1 1 1 \r



H B 4 5 . . .T E L E C O N F E R E N C E . . .H E S S . . .F e b r u a r y  13 . 1997

b y  A I N e a r

H B 4 5  s e e k s  t o  c o r r e c t  a  t e c h n ic a l e r r o r  th a t  o c c u r r e d  w h e n  S B 2 S 9  w a s  
w r i t t e n  in to  A S  4 7 . 1 0 . 1 4 1 ( B ) .  I s u p p o r t  th is  c o r r e c t i o n .

D e s p i t e  o u r  b e s t  e f f o r t s ,  th e  r u n a w a y  y o u t h  p r o b le m  c o n t in u e s  to  p la g u e  
u s . R e s p o n s i b le  p a r e n t s  w h o  a r e  t r y i n g  to  i n s t i l l  t r a d i t i o n a l  v a lu e s  e n c o u n t e r  
le g a l  r o a d b lo c k s .  I f  a  k id  c h o o s e s  t o  le a v e  h o m e  ( r u n a w a y ) ,  t h e r e ’ s  v e r y  
l i t t l e  a  p a r e n t  c a n  d o  t o  p r e v e n t  i t .  a n d  k id s  k n o w  th is !  L a w s  d e s ig n e d  t o  
p r o t e c t  a b u s e d  a n d  n e g le c t e d  c h i ld r e n  a r e  e a s i ly  e x p lo i t e d  b y  r e b e l l i o u s  k id s  
w h o  t ire  c h a l le n g in g  a u t h o r i t y .  Y o u n g  p e o p le  w h o .  in  a n  e a r i i e r  t im e  w o u id  
h a v e  b e e n  h e ld  a c c o u n t a b le  f o r  t h e i r  m is d e e d s ,  c a n  n o w  e x e r c i s e  a d u i :  
f r e e d o m s  u n e n c u m b e r e d  b y  re sp o n s ib i lity .

A la s k a  d e s p e r a t e ly  n e e d s  th e  o p t i o n  o f  s e c u r e  t r e a tm e n t  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  o u r  
r e b e l l i o u s  r u n a w a y s .  A t  p r e s e n t ,  f a m i l i e s  h a v e  fe w  c h o i c e s  w h e n  t h e i r  s o n  
o r  d a u g h t e r  r u n s .  I f  p le a d in g  w ith  th e m  t o  c o m e  h o m e  d o e s n ’ t w o r k . . . t h e n  
w h a t ?  A  g r o w in g  n u m b e r  o f  A la s k a n  f a m i l i e s  a r e  s e n d in g  t h e m  t o  p r o g r a m s  
" O u t s i d e " .  F a c i l i t i e s  in  U t a h .  I d a h o  a n d  M o n t a n a  c a n  m a in t a in  a  s e c u r e  
e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  a n d  t h e i r  s u c c e s s  r a t e s  a r e  
im p r e s s i v e . . . o v e r  S 0 % !  T h e  c o s t  is  h ig h  t o o . . . 3 1 0 0  a  d a y  a n d  u p .  b u t  o v e r  
a  d o z e n  f a m i l i e s  in  F a i r b a n k s  a lo n e  h a v e  c h i ld r e n  in  j u s t  o n e  o f  th e s e  
p r o g r a m s  t o d a y .

W l i y  c a n ’ t w e  h a v e  th is  o p t io n  in  A la sk a '!  I t  s e e m s  th a t  m a n d a te s  
f l o w in g  f r o m  F e d e r a l  le g i s la t i o n  o f  th e  7 0 s  m a y  b e  th e  r e a s o n .  T o  e n s u r e  s o  
c a l l e d  " le a s t  r e s t r i c t i v e "  s e t t in g s  f o r  j u v e n i l e s  in  c u s t o d y  h e r e ,  c e r t a in  F e d e r a l  
t i in d s  f o r  j u v e n i l e  p r o g r a m s  a r e  c o n t in g e n t  u p o n  c o m p l i a n c e .  F o r  e x a m p l e . . 
d e t e n t i o n  o f  ju v e n i l e s  w h o  r u n  a w a y  f r o m  h o m e  w o u ld  p la c e  a  p o r t i o n  o f  th is  
g r a n t  m o n e y  a t  r i s k .  I t ’ s  a s s u m e d  th a t k id s  w h o  r u n  a w a y  a r e  f l e e i n g  a b u s iv e  
h o m e s .  T h i s  c o m p le t e ly  o v e r lo o k s  th e  m e r e ly  r e b e l l i o u s  o n e s . . . k i d s  w h o  
w o u ld  e x p lo i t  t h e s e  la w s  a n d  m a n ip u la t e  th e  s y s t e m .  K i d s  w h o  k n o w  th a t  law  
e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c ie s  d o  N O T  a g g r e s s i v e ly  p u r s u e  r u n a w a y s  o r  th e  p e o p le  
w h o  h a r b o r  t h e m .

I u r g e  y o u  a n d  t h e  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  t o  c o n s i d e r  l i f t i n g  th e  b a n  a g a in s t  
s e c u r e  p la c e m e n t  f o r  h a b i t u a l r u n a w a y s .



N o w  t i m e s  h a v e  c h a n g e d
P u b l i c  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s  r a l e  t h e  t o p  •  

d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r t i f t l e m s

* 9 4 0  • 1 9 9 0
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In t h e  n e x t  2 4  h o u r s  . .
(dased on national averages)

•  1 , 4 3 9  Teen s  w ill a t t e m p t  su ic id e
•  2 , 7 9 5  Teenage g ir ls  w ill b ec om e  p re g n a n t
•  9 , 5 0 6  T een s  w ill t a k e  t h e i r  f i r s t  d r in k  o f  a lc o h o l  o r  u s e  o f  d r u g s

•  3 , 5 6 1  T e e n s  w ill r u n  a w a y
T ruancy  and violence by teens  have in c re ased  t rem en d ou s ly . Teens now a c c o u n t  fo r  over a 

fo u r th  o f  a ll S e x u a lly  T ra n sm itte d  D is e a s e s  and  ove r f i f t y  p e rc en t o f  a ll t e e n s  u se  a lc oh o l o r  
d rug s .

M o re  t e e n s  th a n  ever b e fo re  a re  in need o f  help. Even th e  b e s t  o f  h om e s  a re  being a f fe c te d  
by t h is  na tionw ide  p rob lem .

T een  H e l p . . .
h a s  r e s o u r c e s  o r  c a n  r e f e r  p a r e n t s  t o  r e s o u r c e s  s u c h  a s :
•  ? a r e n t  5 u p p o r t  G r o u p s  •  5 h o r t  T e rm  C r i s i s  C e n t e r s
•  P a re n t  a n d  T e e n  R e t r e a t s  •  T r e a t m e n t  P ro g ra m s
•  A d o le s c e n t  C o u n s e lo r s  •  5 c h o c l s ,  C am p s , o t h e r  A l t e r n a t i v e s

m o r e
Cali T E E N  H E L P

1 - 8 0 0 - 3 5 5 - 3 3 3 6


