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"An Act relating to child-in-need-of-aid proceedings fora child whose 
family is homeless or poor."

H B  366 prohibits an agency from using the status of being poor or 

homeless as the sole reason for determining that a child is in need of 

aid.

Children must not be r e m oved from the custody of their parents 

simply based on the status of the parents. Being poor or homeless does 

not automatically indicate that the child is being h a r m e d  or neglected. 

A  family living in a shelter for the homeless or c a m p i n g  out m a y  be 

doing quite well at parenting.

This bill is designed to m and a t e  that any agency must demonstrate that 

the child is h a r m e d  or in significant danger before taking a child into 

protective custody.
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A d v o c a t e s  f o r  V i c t i m s  o f  V i o l e n c e ,  I n c .

February 12, 1998

Representative Fred Dyson 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau. AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Dyson:

I am writing to offer my full support for House Bill 366, pertaining to child-in- 
need-of-aid proceedings for a child whose family is homeless or poor. Also. I thank 
you for sponsoring such legislation. So many families in Alaska find it difficult to make 
ends meet. However, despite the struggle to feed and shelter their families, they still 
maintain loving and supportive environments for their children. As your bill states, a 
home should not be considered unhealthy by the courts, based solely on the 
economic status of the family. Again, thank you.

24 Hour Crisis Lino: (907) 835 -2999 • 1-800-835-4044 (Statewide) 
Olfico: (907 ) 835-2980 • Fax: (907 ) 835-2981 

P.O. Box 524 • Valdez. Alaska 99686

F E B  1 7 1998

Sincerely,

Debra Pexa 
Executive Director

Mtmtxx • AJrnfco Network o»i Domestic Votonco m<1 So mat Avvcx/i
Support Lottor



S u b je c t : HB 3 6 6
F ro m : ruaw aic@ aon lino .com  (Administration) at CC2MHS1 2 /12 /98  12 :09  PM

T o : Representative Fred Dyson at LAA_TRANS
c c : Roprosontative Con Bunde at LAA_HBUN
c c : Representative Jo e  G reen at LAA_TRANS
c c : Representative Al V ezey at LAA .TRANS
c c : R op rosen ta tive_V rian_Por1or@ leg is .s ta te .ak .u s at CC2M HS1

To: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D y s o n

F rom: J a n  M ac Cla r e n c e ,  E x e c u t i v e  Director, A W A I C

RE: H B  36 6

I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  y o u  in s u p p o r t  o f  HB 366. W e  e n c o u r a g e  p o l i c y  that 

p r o t e c t s  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  p o o r  a n d  h o m e l e s s  families. Unfor tu na te ly,  p o o r  

a n d  h o m e l e s s  f ami li es  a r e  a  p o l i t i c a l l y  u n h e a r d  population. And, as a 
r e s u l t  t h e s e  fa mi li es a r e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  s u b j e c t e d  to t h e  h a r s h  a n d  u n d u e  

• g o o d’ i n t e n t i o n s  of law. W e  w o u l d  v e r y  m u c h  like to s e e  HB 366 p r o c e e d  

t h r o u g h  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  process. T h a n k  yo u for y o u r  commitment.

O C : H o u s e  H E S S  C o n m i t t e e
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