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Sponsor Statement 

H B  332, Adoption Preference for Relatives

Adoption has come a long way. Only a few decades ago veiled in secrecy, adoption has 
matured into an acceptable, respected and very much needed component of today's 
society. With acceptance and education, the process of adoption is evolving from its 
hush-hush beginnings to the front stage of social science allowing for a more open and 
healthy process for both the biological parents and the children.

The State of Alaska has over 400 children waiting in the system for a permanent home 
who have spent, on average. 1000 days- almost 3 years -  waiting to be placed.
Presently, there is a preference for placement with blood relatives when foster care, rather 
than adoption, is at issue.

The question is why?

MB 332, Adoption Placement for Relatives, corrects (his incongruity and brings Alaska 
up to speed w ith the rest of the nation with respect to open adoptions by amending AS 
47.14.100(a) to read:

Absent eood cause to the contrary, tlx ^artmcnt shall place a child released for 
adoptive purposes with a blood relative <n die child if the blood relative has requested
at!apiLwj ) » g ^ n L« n h c-*-:hiJtii

Anything we can do to help these kids is in everyone's best interest.

Sponsor Statement


