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TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL
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GRANTS. CLAIMS
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2 0
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TEMPORARY
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A M E N D M E N T  ^  I

O F F E R E D  IN  T H E  H O U S E  BY R E PR E SE N T A T IV E  K E M P L E N

T Q  H B  270

P ag e  1 , lin e  5 , fo l lo w in g  (b )

D e le te  a ll th ro u g h  lin e  9

In se r t  "A  su rc h a rg e  o f  $ 27 5 .0 0  s h a ll a p p ly  to the fee  fo r  a l l  m a rr ia g e  licen se  

a p p lic a t io n s  u n le s s  the app lic a n ts  su bm it accep tab le  e v id en ce  o f  h a v in g  

rece ived  a t least 4 h o u rs  o f  re la t io n sh ip  c ou n se lin g . A ccep tab le  e v id en c e  o f  

su ch  c ou n se lin g  sh a ll be a c e rt ific a te  a tte sting  u n d e r  o a th  o r  a f f i rm a t io n  o f  

th e  c o u n s e lo r  a n d  the p a rtie s  that the  p a rtie s  h a v e  c om p le te d  a t least 4 h o u rs  

o f  re la t io n sh ip  c ou n se lin g  in  the s ix  m on th s  im m ed ia te ly  p re ced ing  

a p p lic a t io n  fo r  a m a rr ia g e  lic en se ."



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A l i .e n  K e m p l e n

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  2 7 0

" A n  A c t  relating to p r e m a r i t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  c o u n s e l i n g ;  a m e n d i n g  R u l e

9(e)(7), A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  R u l e s  o f  C o u r t . "

A  m a r r i a g e  is a  soci a l  c o n t r a c t  e n t e r e d  into b y  c o m m i t t e d  a n d  s i n c e r e  

i n d i v i d u a l s ;  a  p a r t n e r s h i p  b e t w e e n  t w o  p e o p l e  w h o  p l e d g e  m u t u a l  

respect, r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  s u p p o r t .  It is a  f o r m a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  that a  

f a m i l y  is b e i n g  c r e ated. T h e  f a m i l y  is t he b a s i c  b u i l d i n g  b l o c k  o f  a  

h e a l t h y  c o m m u n i t y .  It is the o n l y  institution in s o c i e t y  w h o s e  m a i n

p u r p o s e  for e x i s t i n g  is t h e  full-time n u r t u r i n g  o f  c h i l d r e n .  C h i l d r e n

are u s u a l l y  better o f f  w h e n  t h e y  live w i t h  p a r e n t s  w h o  h a v e  m a d e  

m o r e  t h a n  a  p a s s i n g  c o m m i t t m e n t  to e a c h  other.

Historically, t h e  e x t e n d e d  f a m i l y  o f  g r a n d p a r e n t s ,  a u n t s  a n d  u n c l e s  

p r o v i d e d  t he c o l l e c t i v e  w i s d o m  to w h i c h  c o u p l e s  t u r n e d  w h e n  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  r a n  i nto s t o r m y  w e a t h e r .  N o w a d a y s ,  w e  s e e m  to h a v e  

lost, for o n e  r e a s o n  o r  a n o t h e r ,  the c l o s e  knit s u p p o r t  n e t w o r k  w h i c h

n u r t u r e d  e n d u r i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  A  m a r r i a g e  w o u l d  b e  s t r e n g t h e n e d

b y  f o r g i n g  s t r o n g e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  skills b e f o r e  a  c o u p l e  m a d e  their 

c o m m i t m e n t s  to o n e  a n o t h e r .

T h i s  legislation w o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  a n  i n c e n t i v e  fo r  m a r r i a g e  a p p l i c a n t s  

in A l a s k a  to a t t e n d  a  m i n i m u m  o f  f o u r  h o u r s  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

c o u n s e l i n g .  T h e  c o u n s e l i n g  w o u l d  o c c u r  w i t h i n  a  six m o n t h  p e r i o d  

i m m e d i a t e l y  p r i o r  to m a r r i a g e  v o w s .  T h i s  p r e - m a r i t a l  t r a i n i n g  

w o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  a  b a s i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  m a r r i a g e ,  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  

the responsibilities o f  p a r t n e r s h i p .  It w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  

that r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w o u l d  s u r v i v e  the c h a l l e n g e s  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  w o r k  a n d  

the p u r s u i t  o f  h a p p i n e s s .  A n  i n c e n t i v e  f or r e l a t i o n s h i p  c o u n s e l i n g  

w o u l d  p r o d u c e  s t r o n g e r  A l a s k a n  families.

I u r g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  a n d  p r o m p t  p a s s a g e .
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P R E D IC T IN G  M A R IT A L  SA T ISFA C T IO N  U S IN G  
PREPARE: A R E P U C A T IO N  STUDY*

Andraa 6 Laratu 
P riv a te  P rac tice  
Minneapolis MS'

David H Olton 
University of 
Minnesota

Thu study dearly 'tphcated the previous finding! wfuch demonstrated the 
predictive oalsdiey ofPREPARE. Ltkt the previous study, thu longiCedtnal itudy 
vat a 3-7f*r folios* up cf 17$ couples usho toob PRIPA/II don** their engage­
ment. Ai ia the initial Longitudinal study, P RIPAR£ predicted. with about60% 
accuracy, couple* who got divorced from those that wert happily myriad. A  1*0. 
the some linear trend in PRtPASS scerm w s  found (highest >olom*rt scores) 
happily mamrd. unhappily married, cancelled!delayed mamnge, and srpa- 
reSedtdivorved. Thie Uudy further indwaSm the important* of the pcemaritai 
penod at the foundation for mama** and the ability of PRIPARB t* identify 
hifk-ntb premarital couples who could benefit from premarital counseling. 
Premarital counseling could potentially help these high risk couples develop a 
more tetufnng marriage.
The poontnbty of pt»dtftin< r ru n u l tau tfk co ca  and rsecret pnor to m nm a»r ha* 

loa f £aaa naiad n M r d i t n  and dm ia a n t

A  recent to w p m iiiu l study conditctad by Tomer* rod OUoo ilW6> u tm rp u d  to 
predict m anta) diwcl'JtMn baaed on prrmarrtal inventory k ct» *  T V n u th w a  condocud 
* i year CclU» up ol I&t otxjpUr who hod u i i a  tha pr»m anul inventory PREPAR?. 
d u n a f thair t « ( t | t a « ) t  I V  roupiei were dievird iota three troop* baaed c c  their 
r tt tn u l fU tu *  al the W knr-up <*l happily warned, (bl w p artitd  or divotew1  tod 
(Ci never raameq

Th e  P R EP A R E  h u m  »»r* tu|bly prwt.rti** e/aubaaquaal m ania) natut. .Vine »( 
P R E P A R E . 11 acada* coeauU cU y predicted taenia) iiauta D ta o vsm a n t *n*iyaei a/ 
lb* data prroicted th« ooupiw' m antaj atatiM with 7 *-& d *  accuracy Tha  meat proeu- 
nant predictor* a/ ruW queu t m anta) utccoee were the Conflict Raaelauoc. Coeunonj- 
caiien. R —liatir L ry e cu l.w u , Peraonality lamtaa, Lw w rv  Actnntiaa. 7msant\ Man* 
afamact. ram ify and Fnaadi, Eqaaiilanaa hole*, and Ralictmt* O ru& tauoo act lea.

T V a  atudy coo ftm a th« importance ot premarital rulstioosoip factor* a  tha pre- 
( h a m  of m anta) auneat* T V  Wsrvrtudina) denen. *4 tin. indicate* that p m ta n U l  
dideultia* *k»» *«H Uad u  m antel dtaearo ms  dittelut.an T>« iu y «  aaaylt n »  
orondm  mar* a>nfld«E« n  the rtauJta

In s trum en t
P R E P A R E  i j  ■ 126-itam inventory dnsigrwd to  idem idy ralauonahlp «tt e z r h j  a n d  

l “  11  » * l a l i « m ih i *  a r i a s  > a ) R a a J ia t ic  L r p a r U r o D t  ( b )  P r r t e c a l i r y  I m m  
U/Coam uaicaOoo i<Ji Conflict Raau jtioe. <• Financial d ir. icemen (. i(i U>aur> 
A c t i v i i i a a ,  tg f 3 e r . n l  R e l a t i o n * ^ .  t}t> C H d d r v o  a n d  K a m a e e .  I t )  F a m J y  a n d  F n r n d a .  
j )  Equalitanta  JUa*. and (k i Salifiaua On«aiatiaa (Otaca. Vounuet A  Dnachaan. 
IM 7 1 Additionally, tha in rm iorv  ter,taira an idaaliaur CXftomon tcaj* w huh j  uaH  
t» tenect tha uidindviaJ score* (tt t o a d  danraitlux  thereby rtauJuae ■ a tataj ad 12 
•taiaaiaao Ih b la ])

P g - 3
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B a c k g r o u n d



DISCUSSION AND SUMMARY

Tba purpvo* r f thia *t*4y »u  U rrpltcaU • prtriow ttm+y ft'rwtn 4 OImd. 199$) r*f»r4ji* tbt y*Wxt>v« *»Mity U PRDWSOt U po«nl. tb. faMinfi »*t» wry 
compotibU. prevxliaf (ru lr r  cooMmc* in Uut prwiktm mpoccy ilu» mold b* ;\u 
ull̂ d by • aa(l« KuJy, En* t<W who vi«w vmriwu uperu of then rel»uon*hippomtiwly *a<J uad to « T " with oath othrr ir» Bora likaljr to bo uhj6«d with Ovur 
nurrure* 3 yt*n Utej. Thu lutiwti thit pounbtl duuxr-d and duooJution up to 3 y an «A«r n u iu p  can ba wiwitifwd duna* Ow M p(nant paiied.

PS- 316
Tha avcral] ivvuiu of tho two atadiaa are rworr citarl; in (uieral tfrwautt hath 

propel* i&dxat* tha uaportaooe of fUahabc CxpwetatiofM, Paraoaabty Uowti. Conflict 
Reaoluhoa. Coaununkation. Laiiuro Artinbaa, Fumlv and Fnaod*. aad JUIjjoou*
O n e n U tu n  atalt* in dootnbtnt n a n la l rucoaea. Both atudio* alao tailod U  find aay 
prodictiva validity far tha fw a n cu )  U i i u - im t a !  and Childraa and P a m d ia f atalao 
It au y  wall ba that aad*«ad coupUa hava difhrulty raapondini to itrma that pertain 
antirvly u  fatura r r ro ta  ouch aa tnanoea and children.White aoina earlier atudxa iufr<wt that ow l rola ralatianahip doaa »a( pradict 
tatiafaaffaw (Foanla/. 1S7S-. Fowtta 4  Oboe. 19M). thia aaara raotot atady famen- 
ocrstaa tba yradietiv* value of thia K i k  Th a  lqm *liu ri«a  Rnlai aetk aaaeaaaa an 
individuals belief*. C**luv*i, and atbtwdaa ahawt reloa Hi| h w w ta  rvpreewt more 
flexibility m ra rd n c  work is  or out of tha bacsa aad a eew a itnao t U  iharad raaponw 
hahaaa.Tha importance of tba Latauro Actiritiao aeala ia that otudy i mitt — further men- 
moat "Tha rtaaaa in tha Iuuure Aabivibaa aeala M in n  anhafarboA with lyasdtnd free time aiooa and tuprther aa a emipl*. K3a**brun (ISflJ) wriua that *3troof mamifn 
try to had a balance between partmpaUmd in onotharh aharnd actmuet and foinf thair 
own way** (p. 2)3). Tha tndifift auffoa* that thia tcado My. n  eartaia way*, opera- 
booaliaa what may ho called a YrvaodtWp* ran able to stm ap . Thaaa Mxtmp art 
liallor to peat ree earth whkh haa domanial ad tha ■ ■■m l ■ b t t w a  marital aatia 
faction and cnwiaon intereata (Blood 4 W*lit. 1M0; la rnp r, IMS; 9eaith, Snyder Trull 1 Mawaeaa. in prtaa; Enydor. 19711.

Thia etudy, in caoibiaatxai with Towara aad OUonb (1M<) raauha, ng tau  that 
PR£PA)tX haa vary food piedutiw validity Both atudiee utiluad ItafttldlMl daatfoa 
to fn’ihrt n tn lt l atarui baaed cm praenantal tnwutory oenraa. Thia alvo mdicaua that the aoada of marital diocord and fucolotmc art praarmi vary aarly m tha rakbaoahlp.
Tha  rwphaauoe frwatiy u v m i n  tha awifldmne with which these csocluaictu can be 
drawn. Th ia  m fansaUoa it porticalarly Unporlant ia premanwJ eauaaahnc profrtma 
Baaed on thaar two atudira. ouch proframa w tch l to focua on a aouplab raahadc arpo;- 
to bona, poraonality taraa*. oaeuaaaacaOon. conflict naolutioa. Inaurt ir t irm e v  family 
and tnanda. aqniJrtanan role* tnd nJifloua orianUUos

pg- 321

“Ve i l  o f  tears: t h e  c h u r c h  is part o f  o u r  d i v o r c e  p r o b l e m  - a n d  s o l u t i o n” 

M i c h a e l  J. M c M a n u s ,  a u t h o r  

in P o l i c y  R e v i e w ,  W n t r  1 9 9 4  n 7 6  pp .  5 0 * 5 5 .

"P R E PA R E ." a p rem an tJ  inventory developed by Lutheran psychologist David O lson. 
About 100 ,000 couples a year com plete PR EPA R E , a questionnaire that can predict with 
85 percent accuracy who w ill d ivorce . Each person indicates agreement o r  disagreement 
with 125 statements, such as "I am concerned about my partner’ s drinking and/or smoking" 
" I can easily share positive and negative feelings with my partner"; o r "1 wish m y partner 
was more carefu l in spending m oney .H The inventory provides a virtual X -ray  o f  the 
relationship, with strengths c lea rly  outlined - as w ell as areas o f  conflict.

D r. James Dobson is a psychologist whose da ily  radio show , "Focus on the Fam ily ," is 
earned by m ore than 2 ,0 0 0  Christian rad io  stations, and whose books on the fam ily  have 
sold m o u  that 7 m illion  copies In L ove  fo r A L ifetim e he writes: "A  daring relationship is 
designi ’ o  conceal in form ation , not reveal i t " PREPA RE  cuts through the facades. And 
IO.OOU io 15 .000 couples o f  100 ,000 are so shocked by the results that they break their 
engagements. They have avoided what would probab ly have been a bad mamage, 
researchers say. F o r those who stay together, the survey strengthens their relationship. 
That’ s because the results arc not handed ove r like a report card. Instead, the couple must 
have two personal meetings with a paste ; o r counse lor to go over results


