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S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

H B  1 9 7  " A n  A c t  relating to libraries."

A l a s k a  do c s  not h a v e  a  Public Library Law. even t h o u g h  it h a s  a grant 

p i o g r a m  for public libraries. T h e r e  is n o  definition of w h a t  a public 

library is: h o w  it c a n  b e  established, organized or administered: or 

w h a t  services should b e  provided. H B  197 addresses these Issues a n d  

will provide c o m m u n i t i e s  with public libraries, as well as those 

p l a n n i n g  for public libraries, with a f r a m e w o r k  within w h i c h  to 

operate the service.

T h e  Public Library Assistance G r a n t  program. Initiated in 1982. h a s  

e n c o u r a g e d  the establishment of 5 5  n e w  public libraries in 15 years. 

H o w e v e r ,  2 5  of t h e m  disappeared after o n e  or t w o  years b e c a u s e  they 

did not h a v e  a d e q u a t e  administrative structures a n d  realistic views of 

t he effort required to operate a  library. This Is a n  ongoing p r o b l e m  
a n d  p u t s  pressure o n  the limited f u n d s  dedicated to the grant 

p r o g r a m .  H B  1 9 7  s hould alleviate this p r o b l e m  a n d  bring stability to 

the public library c o m m u n i t y .  In addition, it should help stabilize the 

a m o u n t  of grant m o n e y  going out to the existing public libraries, 

allowing t h e m  to m o r e  adequately plan their b udgets for the next fiscal 

year.

H B  1 9 7  m a k e s  s o m e  revisions in the current statutes that pertain to 

grant programs. M o s t  of these c h a n g e s  slmplv bring compatibility to 
the t w o  sections. However, there is o n e  significant, f u n d a m e n t a l  

c h a n g e  in the formula for funding the Public Library Assistance grants. 
A S  14.56.330 currently distributes m o n e y  b y  providing a $ 5 0 0 0  basic 

grant without requiring a n y  local effort or contribution. U p  to a n  

additional $ 5 0 0 0  is a w a r d e d  o n  a  one-to-one m a t c h  of local funds. (In 

recent years, d u e  to the scarcity of funds, th state h a s  b e e n  able to 

provide n o  m o r e  th a n  a $ 2 0 0 0  m a t c h .  Therefore, n o  library receives 
m o r e  t h a n  a total of $7000.)

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T



T h e  pro p o s e d  revision will c o m b i n e  the basic a n d  m a t c h i n g  

c o m p o n e n t s  into o n e  basic grant of $ 7 0 0 0  w h i c h  will require a one-to- 
o n e  local m a t c h  with a m i n i m u m  of $ 5 0 0 0  in local support to be 

eligible for a n y  grant funds. Unlike the current law, however, the 
levislon will allow a  c o m m u n i t y  to u se in-kind support. This will 

benefit small c o m m u n i t i e s  with dedicated volunteer staffs. S h o u l d  
there b e  funds available after aw a r d i n g  $ 7 0 0 0  to each library, the 

excess w o u l d  be a w a r d e d  o n  a pci capita basis (a provision that does 

not currently exist in statute.) This w o u l d  bring s o m e  equity to the 

m o r e  p o p u l o u s  com m u n i t i e s .

This bill will also repeal t w o  public library construction grant 

p r o g r a m s  that arc n o  longer funded (AS 14.56.200 - 14.56.240 a n d  

14.56.350.) T h e  repeal date will not take effect until J u n e  30. 1999, 
to allow for the close-out of current projects.

I IB 1 9 7  w a s  Grafted at the request of the public library c o m m u n i t y  a n d  

h a s  b e e n  reviewed, revised, a n d  u n a n i m o u s l y  approved b y  the 

directors of the 18 largest public libraries. It h a s  also b e e n  reviewed 

a n d  is supported b y  the Education S u b c o m m i t t e e  of the Alaska 
Municipal League.



Article 04. R U R A L  C O M M U N I T Y  L I B R A R I E S

Sec. 14.56.200. Grants for constructing a n d  equipping libraries.

T h e  division of state libraries shall administer a p r o g r a m  providing 

for grants to rural c o m m u n i t i e s  for constructing and equipping 

c o m m u n i t y  libraries according to the provisions of A S  14.56.210 - 

1 4 . 5 6 . 2 4 0 .

History - (sec. 1 eh 4 2  S L A  1970) A G  Opinions -

T h e  Alaska State Library could m a k e  a grant to the c o m m u n i t y  

of A n c h o r  Point ev e n  though the state w o u l d  not retain title to the 

library facility in that c o m m u n i t y .  A u g u s t  26, 1987 Op. Att’y Gen. 

Article Not e s  -

Editors Notes. A s  of 1996, the division of state libraries, 

referred to in this article, w a s  the division of libraries, archives, and 

m u s e u m s .

Sec. 14.56.210. Application for grants.

(a) A  rural c o m m u n i t y  desiring to receive the benefits of the 

grants provided for in A S  14.56.200 shall apply to the division of 

state libraries. If the rural c o m m u n i t y  is within a borough wi h 

a r c a w i d e  library powers, the b o r o u g h  m a y  apply on behalf of the 

c o m m u n i t y .

(b) T o  be eligible for a grant under A S  14.56.200 - 14.56.240, 

the applicant shall provide not less than 10 per cent of the total cost 

of the project for w h i c h  the funds arc granted. T h e  remaining 

percentage shall be provided b y  the state. T h e  matching share of the 

applicant m a y  be in the fo r m  of m o n e y ,  land, services, or other items 

acceptable to the division of state libraries. Satisfactory assurance of 

the continuation of library services shall be included as part of the 

application.

History - (see. I ch 4 2  S L A  1970)

Sec. 14.56.220. O w n e r s h i p  of facility.

Title to a library constructed under A S  14.56.200 - 14.56.240 shall 

be in the applicant unless the applicant is an unincorporated city, in

w h i c h  case the state shall retain title until the time of any

s u b s e q u e n t  incorporation.

History - (sec. 1 ch 4 2  S L A  1970)

See. 14.56.230. Regulations.

T h e  division of state libraries shall adopt regulations necessary to

carry out the purposes of A S  14.56.200 - 14.56.240.

History - (see. 1 ch 4 2  S L A  1970)

A S  1^4.5 6 .2 0 0  -  lh .5 6 .2 M 0  A N D  lh .5 6 .3 0 0  -  l h . 56.350



See. 14.56.240. ""Rural c o m m u n i t y "  defined.

In A S  14.56.200 - 14.56.230, "rural c o m m u n i t y " m c a n s  a n y  

c o m m u n i t y  except a first class city of over 2,000 population. 

History - (sec. 1 ch 4 2  S L A  1970; a m  see. 27 ch 53 S L A  1973)

Sec. 14.56.250. - 14.56.290 ( R e n u m b e r e d  as A S  14.56.182 -

14.56.190]. Repealed or R e n u m b e r e d

Article 05. L I B R A R Y  A S S I S T A N C E  G R A N T S

Sec. 14.56.300. Library assistance grant fund.

The r e  is established in the department a library assistance grant 

fund. F r o m  legislative appropriations to the fund, the department 

shall m a k e  grants to eligible libraries for public library operations or 

for intcrlibrary cooperation or for both.

History - (sec. 1 ch 3 6  S L A  1981)

Sec. 14.56.310. Eligibility.

(a) Libraries eligible for grants under A S  14.56.300 are

(1) public libraries operated b y  municipalities or b y  public 

library nonprofit corporations; and

(2) libraries sharing resources or providing services to other 

libraries.

(b) A  library described in (a) (1) of this section is eligible for a 

public library assistance grant. A  library described in either (a) (1) 

or (2) of this section is eligible for an interlibrary cooperation 

assistance grant.

History - (sec. 1 ch 3 6  S L A  1981)

Sec. 14.56.320. Applications.

A n  eligible library m a y  apply to the department for a grant under 

A S  14.56.300 - 14.56.340 in accordance with regulations adopted by 

the board.

History - (sec. 1 ch 3 6  S L A  1981)

Sec. 14.56.330. Limitations.

(a) A  public library assistance grant under A S  14.56.300 -

14.56.340 m a y  not exceed $10,000 for each local public library 

service outlet in a n y  o n e  fiscal year. H o w e v e r ,  n o  a m o u n t  over 

$5,000 m a y  be granted unless it is equally m a t c h e d  by local m o n e y .



(b) State m o n e y  granted to a library under A S  14.56.300 -

14.56.340 m a y  not be used to supplant local m o n e y  equal to local 

expenditures for that library in fiscal year 1980, as adjusted 

annually by the c o m m i s s i o n e r  to c o n f o r m  approximately to changes 

in the United States Depar t m e n t  of L a b o r  Bureau of L a b o r  Statistics 

c o n s u m e r  price index for Anchorage, Alaska. A  library that uses state 

m o n e y  to supplant local m o n e y  forfeits eligibility for grants under 

A S  14.56.300 - 14.56.340 for t w o  years.

History - (sec. 1 ch 3 6  S L A  1981)

Sec. 14.56.340. Regulations.

T h e  board shall adopt regulations necessary to carry out the 

purposes of A S  14.56.300 - 14.56.330.

History - (sec. 1 ch 3 6  S L A  1981)

Article 06. P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y  C O N S T R U C T I O N  G R A N T S

Sec. 14.56.350. Public library construction grants.

(a) T h e  director of the division of state libraries shall 

administer a p r o g r a m  providing for grants to municipalities in the 

state for the construction and equipping of libraries. T o  be eligible 

for a grant under this section a municipality shall provide not less 

than 4 0  per cent of the total cost of the project for w h ich funds are 

granted. T h e  department shall administer the funds under this 

section and shall adopt regulations necessary to carry out the 

purposes of this section.

(b) (Repealed, sec. 88 ch 74 S L A  1985).

History - (sec. 1 ch 100 S L A  1970; a m  sec. 88 ch 7 4  S L A  1985) 

Revisors Notes -

F o r m e r l y  A S  14.56.065. R e n u m b e r e d  in 1082.

A G  Opinions -

In the absence of statutory or regulatory language to the 

contrary, the municipality m a y  provide its share fr o m  a n y  source of 

m o n e y  that m a y  legally be used for that purpose. A u g u s t  27, 1987 

Op. Att'y Gen.

Article Notes -

Editors Notes. A s  of 1996, the division of state libraries, 

referred to in this article, w a s  the division of libraries, archives, and 

m u s e u m s .



P L E A S E  E N T E R  I N T O  T H E  R E C O R D  M Y  T E S T I M O N Y  T O  T H E  H.g.s.s.
C O M M I T T E E  N A M E

C O M M I T T E E  O N  Al/iaV/i Public I.tbr/irv Law D A T E D  March 2b, 1022____

BILL/SUBJECT

A  n o w  report from tho National Conter for Education Statistics shows that

4 4 %  of all U.S. households used a public library last month, and 
£ 5 %  of all U.S. households used a public library in the last year.

Alaska rates oven higher:

£ £ %  of all Alaskan households used a public library last month, and 
7 6 %  of all Alaskan households used a public library last year.

Nothing is as widely Infinite as the average human Imagination, and Alaskans tend to be 
moro curious, better informed, and more demanding of their public libraries than tho 
average Amencan. It is tirno for legislation defining public libraries today and laying a 

foundation for the future

H B  No. 197 requires real local commitment to tho ideals and value libraries represent 
and provides a strong incentive to communities with strong volunloor networks by 
allowing in-klnd donations to malch grants from the state. In on ago when federal and 
state funding for librarios has been dramatically reduced. H B  No 197 will also help 

conserve diminishing resources.

I urgo you to take quick and positive action on this bill and forward It for passage by the 

full Legislature.

 H d L R l M  Irt>«n*of,.A»L9jr701

ADDRESS/i*HONE NUMBER

A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

NOR 26 '97 00157m RI5B-NC€L WIEN LIBRTRY

PoiM r Fax Note
P.  1^1



M u n i c i p a l i t y

A n c h o r a g e

o f

R O .  B o x  1 9 6 6 5 0  

AjidiomflC, A l n s k n  9 9 6 1 9 - 6 6 5 0

R ick  Mi/strum. Mutjur

April 3,1997
AM HOKAOfc M IM r i l 'M . IJMRVJULS

Doar Chairman Bundo and Members of tho HESS Commltton:

I arrivod at the Legislative Information Office Tuesday, April 1, at 3:05. With 
mixed emotions I hoard a final request fo '.omments on HB 197 and before 
I could push tho button, K had passed. The “mixed emotions’* comos from 
not being able to speak, one of the few opportunities to address you and 
the committee, but very pleased that the bill passed!

So as to not let you off the hook of hearing my thoughts, here Is a brief 
summary of my comments.

Ovor the last two years public library directors from communities 
throughout the state, Ketchikan to Barrow, have met face to face and via 
teleconference with State Library staff in drafting public library law for 
Alaska. The definition of a public library was debated as well as urban 
versus rural needs. We argued over wording and funding formulas and 
came away from our discussion a cohesive group of individuals 
representing communities with varying needs, that will continue to work 
together to better public libraries in Alaska.

From Anchorage's perspective I am pleased with provisions for per capita 
funding boyond the basic grant of $7,000. If tho legislature chooses to fund 
public library assistance grants to a greater degree than at present, urban 
areas such as Anchorago, will benefit.

I appreciate your continued support for public libraries in Alaska and 
especially for your support of libraries in Anchorage.

p.s. Fred, the staff at the Chugiak/Eagle River Branch library miss your 
regular visits...
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