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Chairman,
Judiciary Committee

Member,

Resources Committee
Rules Committee
Committee on Committees

Alaska State Legislature

Senator Robhin

State Capitol

Juneau. Alaska 99801-1182
(907) 465-3873

Fax: (907) 465-3922

352 Front Sueet
Ketchikan. Alaska 99901
(907) 225-8088

Felv: (907) 225-0713

L. Taylor

Senate Majority Leader

SPONSOR STATEMENT

SENATE BILL 38

This legislation modifies existing statutes dealing with
living wills and would add a provision by which those who
execute a living will can <choose through that document to
become anorgan donor. By adding this provision to the
statutory language suggested for a living will, loved ones
and health care professionals would be fully informedas to
the wishes of family members and patients.
In addition to adding anatomical gifts to the language of a
living will, SB 38 would instruct the Division of Motor
Vehicles to indicate on drivers' licenses not only the fact
that the bearer has elected to become an organ donor, but
also that the individual has a [living will. This provision
generated the fiscal note on the bill, which totals $2,000 for
design of the logo.
SB 38 has been thoroughly examined in the committee
process and has been amended to address concerns raised
by the Emergency Medical Services Section of the state
Division of Health as well as organ banks in Alaska and
Washington state.
To give you an idea of the scope of organ transplants
involving Alaskans, we contacted the Center for Transplant
Services at the University of Washington Hospital.

District A

Hyder  Ketchikan ¢ Kuprcanof ¢ Meyers Chuck ¢ Petersburg ¢ Sa.vmtm e« Sitka ¢ Wrangell



Sponsor Statement - SB 38
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Since 1989, 19 Alaskans have received kidney transplants
through that facility. Twelve Alaskans have received liver
transplants and one state resident received both a Kkidney

and a pancreas.

To understand the need to make organ donation as
uncomplicated as possible, we point out thatas of January
24, 1997, this one facility had a waitlist of 20 Alaskans in
need of kidney transplants, 11 seeking donor livers and one
state resident awaiting a donated pancreas.

The Virginia-based United Network for Organ Sharing, a
national clearing house fororgan transplants, has 68
Alaskans on the waitlist.

Since 1988, the United Network for Organ Sharing
documents 207 Alaskans who have received donor organs.
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EXte n d i n g ‘ ife B_ecause _o_f that gent
Organ and tissue dongtions provide way | "anspiant Crickpo o s e

In the midst of grief, an _Alaska mother made a deC|s_|on earlier this month, and a Seattle newborn received her p-
last year _tha}t gave two chl_Idren a second chan(_:e at life. monary valve at, appropriately enough, Thanksgivi
When Christina Ely’s own kids — §-year-o|d J_essma and 4- time. (Life Alaska's policy is to first offer donated tissue
year-old Corey — Were_shot and killed by t.he” father, M_S' Alaska patients and physicians before making it availat
Ely agreed to donate tissue from the bodies of both chil- outside the state.)
dren. Alaskans who sign on as organ donors when they a

Hers_w_as an.act .Of courage. . ply for or renew their state driver's or operator’s
. And it is an |_nsp|rat|onal act that is repeated doz_ens of cense, identification card or vehicle registration may
times a year in Alaska. Most r_ecent_ly, the fa_mlly of surprised to know that their stated wish may hot be he
Matthew Troutma}n, the toddler killed in Turnagain Arm, ored. “The problem, most of the time, is that don
chose to donate his heart valves. cards are not found,” explains Mr. Saakvitne. To co:

About 70_p_ercent of be- plicate matters, the medical community cannot tap in
reaved families contacted state Department of Motor Vehicle records to see if

LaSt year’ famllles by the nonprofit Life Alas- dead or dying person wanted to be an organ and tissi

ka Transplant agree to or-
glflojﬁgdd%neod‘lscal gan or tissue do(r;_ations, do,r;\otr).ill introduced by Sen. Robin Taylor may ailevia
Jsays Sexsc_litlveH_ |hrector some of the confusion. It would require the depa:
eI’SOI’]n6| [0 €Nns saakviine. ) '9 -(|jore§- ment to design a symbol for, say, a driver's license
remove bOd S#re t‘?\(/:\;ucs _a:lrent used, el- notify emergency or medical personnel of the car,
y ther. € Wil hever, eVer, 1 51der’s donor status. The symbol, which also could

Organs andlor bOdy ever"ashk a famiIR/Wto d‘?l- used on necklaces or bracelets, also would apply
nate, e notes. € W Alaskans with living wills or standing do-not-'resus

tissue from dead OF say. ‘one of your options £laskans w

braln'dead |0ved may t;)e thar: of’tissue dona- The changes wouldn't be foolproof. Saakvitne of L:
tion, but there's no Wrong ajaska thinks the ideal solution would be 24-hour co

Ones for transplant decision.™ puter access to state DMV records pertaining to livi

14! T
|ts rather dorl;gi ye:IrI’of/sg:jmer;:;iii? wills, organ donations and do-not-resuscitate orde
mcredlble the | bod But the proposed changes would be a step forward f

personnel to remove Dody ajaskans who want their life’s end to provide a new 1

ne|ghb0r'h6|P|ng' (f)rrgr?]nsd:;(;j/oorr bg:ja%nf:jses:g ginning for someone else.
nhEI%]thY attl Ude loved ones for transplant.
that we see so 'Its rather incredible the
many times, says  awitude that we sce <o
Jens Saakvitne“of  many  times.” says

Saa'kvitne.



Corey Ely
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Transplants a salve In Ely tragedy

By DANIELLE STANTON
Daily News reporter

Two Outside children are alive to-
day because of heart tissue donated
by 5-ycar-old Jessica Ely, who was fa-
tally shot by her father last year, fam-
ily members said Friday.

Jessica’s aortic heart valve was
transplanted into a 3-ycar-old Chicago
girl a few days before Monday when
Jessica would have turned 6 years
old. Her pulmonary valve was given
to a 4-day-old Seattle boy in late No-
vember.

"It makes me feel really good that
there are two (children) out there
that are alive due to my kids," Jessi-
ca's mother, Christina, said, "Il
makes me feel like they’re still kind
of alive.”

Both children are in good condi-
tion, said Jens Saakvitne, director
of Life Alaska Treatment in An-
chorage.

"It's a little bit of nice on a godaw-
ful situation,” Saakvitne said.

Jessica and her d-ycar-old brother,
Corey, were shot to death last October
by their father, Paul Ely Jr. The elder
Ely also killed an Anchorage police of-
ficer before killing himself. Christina
Ely suffered a gunshot wound during
the attack.

Life Alaska approached Christina
Ely while she was in the hospital. The
decision was easy, she said Friday.
"They asked if | wanted to donate the
kids' organs, and | said, 'Yes, if it will
help another kid's life, then that’s
what I’d like to do." ™

"l would never ever want any par-
ent to go through what | went
through, and now their kids arc
alive," she said.

Two of Corey's heart valves also
will be transplanted when a match-
ing recipient is found, Saakvitne
said.

Alaska may have the highest rate
of organ and tissue donors per capita
in the Northwest, Saakvitne said,
based on his experience in the busi-
ness. No official numbers are record-
ed, he said.

Last year alone Alaska had 72 heart
valve donors, he said.

"Most families approached about
donating, despite their pain, arc will-
ing to make a fabulous gift,"
Saakvitne said.
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Life Alaska, Inc

Tissue Procurement Service
P.O. Box 230785
Anchorage, AK 99523
1-907-562-5433 - 1-800-719-5433
B»x 1-907-562-5333

February 14,1997

ATTN: TheHonorabloSenatorRobin Taylor
Chair, Senate Judiciary Committee
Health Education and Social Services

FROM: Fran McNeill
Family Care Coordinator
Life Alaska, Inc.

RE: Senate Bill 38

My narrts is Fran McNeill. I am employed by Life Alaska, Inc. as the Famil)' Care
Coordinator. 1 am here today in place ofmy Director, Jens Saakvitne, who had a medical

emergency.

Life Alaska, Inc. supports Senate Bill 38. This bill facilitates the communication of an
individual’s wishes regarding living wills, do not resuscitate orders, and anatomical gifts. It
supports individual autonomy and self-determination and respects the individual’s right to make
this very personal decision. Furthermore, it ensures that people will have an opportunity to make
these choices independent ofcrisis and would encourage them to discuss their decisions with
family members. The family burden is eased by knowing what a loved one wants, and families may
approach these decisions knowing that they have honored their loved one’s request.

Sincerely,

Fran McNeill
Family Care Coordinator

«nAl«kinoeprolti corponiioo



Life Alaska, Inc

Tissue Procurement Service RECEIVED FEB 2 0

Anchorage, AK 99523
1-907-562-5433 « 1-800-719-5433

The Honorable Robin Taylor
Room 30

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

RE: SB38

Dear Senator Taylor:

Regarding the amendment to Sec.3. AS 13.50.030 addressing persons or agencies
authorized to remove or transplant part of a decedent’s body:

¢ It is accepted practice in all fifty states for trained non-physician technical staffto procure
tissues such as corneas, heart-valves, bone, and skin from non-heartbeating cadavers.

¢ While most states do not address the issue, it is universal practice for medically licensed
surgeons to perform the more technically complex organ procurement such as kidney, heart,

and liver donation.

¢ All tissue, and organ transplant into living patients must be performed by licensed physicians.
Typically, surgery is performed by specially trained transplant surgeons.

¢ In Alaska, trained technical staff have performed all tissue donations. Several MDs have
assisted in training the local staff.

¢ In Alaska, surgeons who fly up from Seattle, Portland, or California perform most organ
donation surgery. Occasionally, kidneys are procured by an Alaska surgeon who has received

specific training.

¢ Life Alaska would welcome the assistance ofa physician in Wrangle, Bethel or anywhere
else performing donor surgery ifwe cannot arrive in time, or working with us if they have an

interest. This has happened several times already.

¢ Organs and tissues are given to the most medically urgent person waiting for a transplant.
Potential tissue and organ recipients decide who their transplant surgeon will be.

+ Donation surgery is typically done by whatever tissue or organ bank provides donor coverage

for that region. The Tissue or organ bank will send the technician or surgeon on call to
perform the donation surgery.

an Alaska nonprofit corporation



Because the donor technician or surgeon is decided by which transplant agency covers an
area, nearly all states have deleted the concept of designating the surgeon or phys.ician.(or even
agency) to remove a part ofa donor’s body. Donors are universally allowed to designate a
particular recipient ifthey desire (most don’t designate, which allows the tissue or organ to be
placed with the most urgent recipient). The amended wording (including "‘appropriate Alaska
organ or tissue bank or”) will not have any negative effect.

I hope this is helpful in clarifying current practices. Thank you again for all of your
efforts in support of donation, transplantation and the families. Please call me at any time with

questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Jens Saakvitne
Director
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