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SPONSOR STATEMENT

SENATE BILL 38

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  m o d i f i e s  e x i s t in g  s t a t u t e s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
living wills a n d  would  add  a p rov is ion  by which  those  who 
execu te  a l iv ing  will can  choose  t h r o u g h  t h a t  d o c u m e n t  to 
beco m e  a n  o r g a n  d o n o r .  By a d d in g  th is  p r o v i s io n  to  th e
s t a t u t o r y  l a n g u a g e  su g g e s te d  f o r  a l iv ing  will,  loved ones
a n d  h e a l th  c a r e  p ro fes s io n a l s  would be fully  in fo rm e d  as to
the  wishes o f  f am i ly  m e m b e r s  a n d  p a t i en t s .

In a d d i t io n  to a d d in g  a n a to m ic a l  gifts to the  la n g u a g e  o f  a 
l iv ing  wil l,  SB 38 w o u ld  i n s t r u c t  the  D iv is ion  o f  M o t o r  
Vehic les  to i n d ic a t e  on  d r i v e r s '  l icenses no t  on ly  th e  f ac t  
t h a t  the  b e a r e r  has  e lected to become an  o r g a n  d o n o r ,  bu t  
a lso  t h a t  th e  i n d iv id u a l  has  a l iving will.  T h i s  p r o v i s io n  
g e n e ra te d  the  f iscal  no te  on the  bill, which  to ta l s  $2,000 for  
design o f  the  logo.

SB 38 h a s  b e e n  t h o r o u g h l y  e x a m in e d  in th e  c o m m i t t e e  
p ro ce ss  a n d  h a s  b een  a m e n d e d  to a d d r e s s  c o n c e rn s  r a i s e d  
by t h e  E m e r g e n c y  M e d ic a l  S e rv ice s  S e c t io n  o f  th e  s t a t e  
Divis ion o f  H e a l t h  as well as o r g a n  b a n k s  in A la sk a  a n d  
W a s h i n g t o n  s t a t e .

T o  give you  a n  idea  o f  the  scope  o f  o r g a n  t r a n s p l a n t s  
invo lv ing  A la sk a n s ,  we c o n ta c ted  the  C e n t e r  fo r  T r a n s p l a n t  
Serv ices  a t  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  of  W a sh in g to n  H osp i ta l .

District A:
Hyder • Ketchikan • Kuprcanof • Meyers Chuck • Petersburg • Sa.vmtm • Sitka • Wrangell



S p o n so r  S t a t e m e n t  - SB 38 
Page Two
Since  1989, 19 A l a s k a n s  have  rec e iv e d  k i d n e y  t r a n s p l a n t s  
t h r o u g h  t h a t  f a c i l i ty .  Twelve  A la s k a n s  h a v e  r e c e iv e d  l ive r
t r a n s p l a n t s  a n d  one  s t a te  r e s id e n t  rece iv e d  b o th  a  k id n e y  
an d  a p a n c r e a s .

T o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  n e e d  to  m a k e  o r g a n  d o n a t i o n  a s  
u n c o m p l ic a te d  a s  poss ib le ,  we p o in t  o u t  t h a t  a s  o f  J a n u a r y
24, 1997, th is  o n e  faci l i ty  had  a wai t l is t  o f  20 A la sk an s  in 
need o f  k id n ey  t r a n s p l a n t s ,  11 seeking d o n o r  l ive rs  a n d  one
s ta te  r e s i d e n t  a w a i t i n g  a d o n a te d  p a n c r e a s .

T h e  V i r g i n i a - b a s e d  U n i ted  N e tw o rk  fo r  O r g a n  S h a r i n g ,  a 
n a t i o n a l  c l e a r i n g  h o u s e  f o r  o r g a n  t r a n s p l a n t s ,  h a s  68
A la sk a n s  on th e  w a i t l i s t .

S in c e  1988 ,  t h e  U n i t e d  N e t w o r k  f o r  O r g a n  S h a r i n g  
d o c u m e n ts  207 A la s k a n s  who have  rece ived  d o n o r  o rg an s .
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Extending life
Organ and tissue donations provide way Transplant.

In the midst  of  grief, an Alaska m other  m ade  a decision 
last year  that gave two chi ldren a second chance  at life. 
When Christina E ly’s own kids — 5-year-old J e ss i ca  and 4- 
year-old Corey — were shot  and killed by thei r  father ,  Ms. 
Ely agreed  to donate  t issue from the bodies of  both chil­
dren.

Hers  was an act  of courage.
And it is an inspirat ional  act  that  is repea te d  dozens of 

t imes a year  in Alaska. Most recent ly,  the  family of 
Matthew Troutman ,  the toddler  killed in Turnaga in  Arm, 
chose to donate his hear t  valves.

________________________  About  70 p e rc e n t  of be-

Because of that  gent 
ousity of spirit, a 3-year-c 
Chicago girl received Jes  
ca Ely's aortic hear t  val

Last year, families 
of 149 donors 
allowed medical 
personnel ro 
remove body 
organs and/or body 
tissue from dead or 
brain-dead loved 
ones for transplant. 
'It's rather 
incredible the 
neighbor-helping- 
neighbor attitude 
that we see so 
many times,’ says 
Jens Saakvitne of

reaved famil ies  contacted 
by the nonprofi t  Life Alas­
ka T ransp lan t  a g re e  to o r ­
gan o r  t is sue  donat ions,  
says  e x e c u t iv e  d i r e c to r  
J e n s  Saakvitne.  H igh-pre s ­
sure  tact ics  a r e n ' t  used,  e i­
ther .  “We will never ,  ever,  
e ve r  a sk  a family  to do­
nate,"  he notes.  "We will 
say, ‘One of your  options 
may be that  of  t is sue  dona­
tion, but  t h e r e ’s no wrong 
decis ion.’"

Last year,  famil ies  of 149 
donors  a l lowed medical  
personnel to r em ove  body 
organs and/or  body tissue 
from dead  o r  b ra in -dead  
loved ones for  t ransplant.  
"I t ' s  r a the r  incredible  the 
n e ighbor -he lp ing -ne ighbor  
a t t i tude  that  we see so 
m any  t im es ,"  says  Mr. 
Saa'kvitne.

e a r l i e r  this month,  and a Seat tle newborn received her  p- 
m o n a r y  valve at, appropr iately  enough, Thanksgivi  
t ime. (Life Alaska's policy is to first offer  donated tissue 
Alaska pa t ients  and physicians before making it availat  
ou ts ide  the  state.)

A la skans  who s ign on as  organ  donors  when they a 
ply f o r  or  r ene w  the i r  s t a t e  d r ive r ' s  or  o p e r a t o r ’s 
cense ,  iden t i f ica t ion  c a rd  or  vehicle  reg is t r a t ion  may 
s u r p r i s e d  to know that  the i r  s ta ted  wish m ay  hot be he 
o red.  “ The  prob lem, most  of  the time, is that  don 
c a r d s  a r e  not  found ,"  exp la ins  Mr. Saakvi tne.  To co: 
p l ica te  m a t t e r s ,  the  medical  community  cannot  tap in 
s t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  Moto r  Vehicle reco rds  to see if 
dead  o r  dying  p e r son  w an ted  to be an organ and tissi 
donor .

A bi ll  i n t r o d u c e d  by Sen.  Robin Tay lo r  m ay  ailevia 
s o m e  of  the  confus ion .  I t  would r e q u i r e  t h e  depa: 
m e n t  to des ig n  a s ym bo l  for,  say,  a d r iv e r ' s  l icense  
n o t i f y  e m e r g e n c y  or  m e d i c a l  pe r sonne l  of  the  car,  
h o l d e r ’s d o n o r  s t a tu s .  T h e  symbol ,  which also could 
u s e d  on n e c k l a c e s  or  b r a c e le t s ,  also would apply 
A l a s k a n s  wi th  l iving wil ls  o r  s tand ing  do-not- ' resus 
t a t e  o r d e r s .

T h e  ch a n g es  wouldn ' t  be foolproof. Saakvi tne  of L: 
A laska  th inks  the ideal  solut ion would be 24-hour  co 
p u t e r  a c c e s s  to s t a t e  DMV records  per ta in ing to livi 
wills,  o rg an  donat ions  and  do-not- resusci ta te  orde 
But  the  p roposed  cha n g es  would be a s tep fo rward f 
A laskans  who want  the i r  l i f e ’s end to provide a new 1 
g inn ing  fo r  someone  else.
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Corey Ely

Transplants a salve in Ely tragedy
By D A N IE L L E  S T A N T O N  
Daily News reporter

Two Outside children are  alive to­
day because of heart tissue donated 
by 5-ycar-old Jessica Ely, who was fa­
tally shot by her  father last year, fam­
ily m em bers  said Friday.

Jess ica’s aortic heart  valve was 
t ransplanted into a 3-ycar-old Chicago 
girl a few days before Monday when 
Jessica would have turned 6 years 
old. Her  pulmonary valve was given 
to a 4-day-old Seattle boy in late No­
vember.

"It  makes me feel really good that 
there  are  two (children) out there 
that are  alive due to my kids," Jessi­
ca 's mother ,  Christina,  said, "ll  
makes me feel like they’re still kind 
of alive."

Both ch i ld ren  a r e  in good condi­
tion, said J e n s  Saakvitne, di rec tor  
of Life Alaska T r e a tm e n t  in An­
chorage.

"It ' s a little bit of nice on a godaw­
ful situation," Saakvitne said.

Jessica and her  d-ycar-old brother, 
Corey, were shot to death last October 
by their father,  Paul Ely Jr.  The elder 
Ely also killed an Anchorage police of­
f icer before  killing himself. Christina 
Ely suffered a gunshot wound during 
the attack.

Life Alaska approached Christina 
Ely while she was in the hospital. The 
decision was easy, she said Friday. 
"They asked if I wanted to donate the 
kids' organs, and I said, 'Yes, if it will 
help another kid's life, then that’s 
what I’d like to do.' "

"I would never  eve r  want  any par­
ent  to go through what  I went  
through,  and now thei r  kids a rc  
alive," she said.

Two of  Corey's hear t  valves  also 
will be t ransplanted when a match­
ing recipien t  is found, Saakv i tne  
said.

Alaska may have the highest rate  
of organ and tissue donors per  capita 
in the Northwest ,  Saakvi tne said, 
based on his experience in the busi­
ness. No official numbers  are  record­
ed, he said.

Last year  alone Alaska had 72 heart 
valve donors, he said.

"Most families approached about 
donating, despite their pain, a rc  will­
ing to m ake  a fabulous gift," 
Saakvitne said.
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L ife  A la s k a , Inc
Tissue Procurement Service 

P.O . Box 230785 
Anchorage, AK 99523 

1-907-562-5433 - 1-800-719-5433 
B»x 1-907-562-5333

February 14,1997

A TTN: The Honorablo Senator Robin Taylor
Chair, Senate Judiciary Committee 
Health Education and Social Services

FROM : Fran McNeill
Family Care Coordinator 
Life Alaska, Inc.

RE: Senate Bill 38

My narrts is Fran McNeill. I am employed by Life Alaska, Inc. as the Famil)' Care 
Coordinator. I am here today in place of my Director, Jens Saakvitne, who had a medical 
emergency.

Life Alaska, Inc. supports Senate Bill 38. This bill facilitates the communication of an 
individual’s wishes regarding living wills, do not resuscitate orders, and anatomical gifts. It 
supports individual autonomy and self-determination and respects the individual’s right to make 
this very personal decision. Furthermore, it ensures that people will have an opportunity to make 
these choices independent o f crisis and would encourage them to discuss their decisions with 
family members. The family burden is eased by knowing what a loved one wants, and families may 
approach these decisions knowing that they have honored their loved one’s request.

Sincerely,

Fran McNeill 
Family Care Coordinator

«n A l« k i noeprolti corponiioo



L ife  A la s k a ,  In c

February 17, 1997

T issu e P rocu rem en t Serv ice 
P. O. Box 230785 

Anchorage, AK 99523 
1-907-562-5433 • 1-800-719-5433 

Fax 1-907-562-5333

RECEIVED FEB 2 0

The Honorable Robin Taylor
Room 30
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

RE: SB38

Dear Senator Taylor:

Regarding the amendment to Sec.3. AS 13.50.030 addressing persons or agencies
authorized to remove or transplant part o f  a decedent’s body:

♦ It is accepted practice in all fifty states for trained non-physician technical staff to procure 
tissues such as corneas, heart-valves, bone, and skin from non-heartbeating cadavers.

♦ While most states do not address the issue, it is universal practice for medically licensed 
surgeons to perform the more technically complex organ procurement such as kidney, heart, 
and liver donation.

♦ All tissue, and organ transplant into living patients must be performed by licensed physicians. 
Typically, surgery is performed by specially trained transplant surgeons.

♦ In Alaska, trained technical staff have performed all tissue donations. Several MDs have 
assisted in training the local staff.

♦ In Alaska, surgeons who fly up from Seattle, Portland, or California perform most organ 
donation surgery. Occasionally, kidneys are procured by an Alaska surgeon who has received 
specific training.

♦ Life Alaska would welcome the assistance o f a physician in Wrangle, Bethel or anywhere 
else performing donor surgery if we cannot arrive in time, or working with us if they have an 
interest. This has happened several times already.

♦ Organs and tissues are given to the most medically urgent person waiting for a transplant. 
Potential tissue and organ recipients decide who their transplant surgeon will be.

♦ Donation surgery is typically done by whatever tissue or organ bank provides donor coverage 
for that region. The Tissue or organ bank will send the technician or surgeon on call to 
perform the donation surgery.

an A laska nonpro fit corporation



Because the donor technician or surgeon is decided by which transplant agency covers an 
area, nearly all states have deleted the concept of  designating the surgeon or phys.ician.(or even 
agency) to remove a part o f a donor’s body. Donors are universally allowed to designate a 
particular recipient if they desire (most don’t designate, which allows the tissue or organ to be 
placed with the most urgent recipient). The amended wording (including '‘appropriate Alaska 
organ or tissue bank or”) will not have any negative effect.

I hope this is helpful in clarifying current practices. Thank you again for all o f your 
efforts in support o f donation, transplantation and the families. Please call me at any time with 
questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Jens Saakvitne 
Director
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C u r r e n t  S t a t u s :
Pago o

J r n - D a t e J r n - ? a g e A c t i o n
1 0 1 / 1 0 / 9 7 24 {SI PREFILS RELEASED 1 / 1 0 / 9 7
2 0 1 / 1 3 / 9 7 24 (S) READ THE FIRST TIME -  REFERRAL(S)
3 0 1 / 1 3 / 9 7 24 (S) HES, JUD
4 0 1 / 2 4 / 9 7 125 (S) SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE INTRODUCED-REFERRALS
5 0 1 / 2 4 / 9 7 125 (S) HES, JUD
6 0 2 / 0 3 / 9 7 .207 (S) HES RPT 4DF 1NR
n1 0 2 / 0 3 / 9 7 207 (5) DP: WILKEW, WARD, LEMAN, GREEN; NR:ELLIS
8 0 2 / 0 3 / 9 7 207 (S) FISCAL NOTE TO SS (DHSS)
Q 0 2 / 0 3 / 9 7 207 <S) ZERO FISCAL NOTE TO SS (DPS)

10 0 2 / 0 5 / 9 7 237 (S) FIN  REFERRAL ADDED FOLLOWING JUDICIARY
11 0 2 / 1 7 / 5 7 379 (S) •JUD RPT CS 3DP SAME TITLE
12 0 2 / 1 7 / 9 7 379 (5) DP: TAYLOR, PARNELL, PEARCE
13 0 2 / 1 7 / 9 7 379 (5) FN SAMS AS PREVIOUS (DHSS)
14 0 2 / 2 0 / 9 7 429 (S) ZERO FN SAME AS PREVIOUS (DPS)
15 0 2 / 2 5 / 9 7 492 (S) FIN RPT 5DP 2NR (JUD)CS
16 0 2 / 2 5 / 9 7 452 (S) DP: SHARP, PEARCE, DONLEY, TORGSRSON,
17 0 2 / 2 5 / 9 7 492 (S) PARNELL NR: ADAMS, PHILLIPS
18 0 2 / 2 5 / 9 7 492 (S) PREVIOUS FN (DHSS)
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C u r r e n t  S t a t u s :
J x n - D a t e J r n - ? a g e A c t i o n

1 0 2 / 2 5 / 9 7 492 (S) PREVIOUS ZERO FN (DPS)
2 0 2 / 2 7 / 9 7 536 (S) RULES TO CALENDAR 2 / 2 7 / 9 7
3 0 2 / 2 7 / 9 7 538 (S) READ THE SECOND TIME
4 0 2 / 2 7 / 9 7 533 (S) JUD CS ADOPTED UNAN CONSENT
5 0 2 / 2 7 / 9 7 539 (S) ADVANCED TO THIRD READING UNAN CONSS
6 0 2 / 2 7 / 9 7 • 539 (S) READ THE THIRD TIME CSSSS3 3 8 (JUD)
/ 0 2 / 2 7 / 9 7 539 (S) PASSED Y17 N - E3
5 0 2 / 2 7 / 9 7 543 (S) TRANSMITTED TO (K)
9 0 3 / 0 5 / 9 7 535 (HJ READ THE FIRST TIME -  REFERRAL(S)

10 0 3 / 0 5 / 9 7 535 (K) JUDICIARY, FINANCE
11 0 * 1 /23 /97 1368 (H) JUD RPT HCS(JUD) 5DP
12 0 4 / 2 8 / 9 7 1363 (H) DP: PORTER, GREEN, JAMES, BUNDS
13 0 4 / 2 8 / 9 7 1 3 6 3 (H5 BSRKOV7ITZ
14 0 4 / 2 3 / 9 7 13 6 8 (H) SENATE FISCAL NOTE (DHSS) 2 / 3 / 9 7
15 0 *1 /23 /97 13 6 8 (H) SENATE ZERO FN (DPS) 2 / 3 / 9 7
16 0 4 / 2 8 / 5 7 1363 (HJ REFERRED TO FINANCE




