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(907) 465-3732
Fax (907) 465-2652
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April 15, 1998

Mr. David Townsend
General Delivery
Menta.ua, AK 99780

Dear David,

Thank you for contacting me regarding Senate Bill 36 (SB 36). This

bill is a very unacceptable redistribution and reallocation of state

education funding. | strongly opposed SB 36 as it passed throughthe
Senate, but the bill had enough support from Anchorage, Mat-Su, and
Fairbanks legislators to pass out of the Senateon a vote of 12 in

favor and 8 ** 'osed.

SB 36 reallocates over $32 milii'n in education funding from rurall/
bush school districts to our larger urban centers. Under the current
provisions of SB 36, more than 21,000 students are in school
districts whose funding would be reduced. This bill as written will
lead to the closure of many of our smaller schools and result in
funding shortages for rural/bush schools that will significantly affect
their ability to offer quality, balanced educational programs.

SB 36 is currently being considered in the committee process in the
House. | am hopeful that either the bill will not pass that body, or it
will be substantially rewritten to address the many problems and
inequities.  Should SB 36 pass in a format similar to what we see at
this point, Governor Knowles has pledged to veto the.hilL

Thank you again for contacting me on this very critical issue. |
firmly believe that all of Alaska’s children are our most important
resource, and we cannot jeopardize basic educational needs in
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rural/bush areas cf the state to provide extra services to our urban
schools. | will continue to work with my colleagues in the legislature
in opposition to any rewrite of the education formula that does not
fairly recognize educational needs and realities statewide. Your
letters, resolutions, faxes, and Public Opinion Messages are of much
assistance in our efforts. You do make a difference!

In friendship,

£ eorgianna Lincoln
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FO Box 201
Kipnuk, Alaska 99614

April 21,1998

House Finance Committee

Dear Sirs:

In theaa timea where funding Is tight each legislator strives to £et
as much educational funding for his district as possible. However,
collectively these legislators have a responsibility to provide education
for all Alaska's children. This point was made clear when the federal
Poyernmen_t withdrew educational funding to Alaska through the Bureau of
ndian Affairs. One of the main reasons given was that education was the
responsibility of the state. In educational issues the legislature must
work together to ensure adequate education?! opportunities for all of

Alaska’s people.

Consider the impact of SB-36. The hurt SB-36 would cause across
the state far outweighs the advantages It would produce for particular
sections of the state. Given that the legislature's task is to provide
educational opportunities for all of Alaska's children, DO NOT PASS SB-36.

Statewide it will do more harm than good.

Sincerely,

Eunice Dock

QI7~HLS-X37 |
*"*EgaC-'Doc/lt



LKSD Media Center/TAl  1D:907-543-491) APR 23798 1005 N0.003 P.Oi

Lower Kuskokwlm School District
Technology Assisted Instruction/Media Center
P. 0. Box 305

Bethel, AK 99559 _
(907) 543-4876/4880/4881/4882/48fit3
FAX (907) 543-4911

FAX COVER SHEET

Please Deliver To: t[C|ASi 7
thp. [VvMic
th tp -tU memoiu It
From:
Message: p Ut cisThip[te "o (( (& w-t/¢
VwerV'is-ey f
Thoro are ages Including this cover. Please call any of the

above telep! umbers If you do not receive all pages. Thank you.



LKSD Media Center/TAl ID:907-543-4911 APR 23798 10:05 No0.003 P.02

Lower
Kuskokwim
Schoo]
D istric

Technology Assisted Instruction
P.O. Box 305 e Bethel, Alaska 99559

907 543-4B00
To: House Finance Coinmittdfe
From: BobMedinger
D ate: 4/21/9S 1 A
Re: COMMENTS/TESTIMONY ONI/SB-36

SB-36 is predicated on a flawed study, inaccurate interpretations, and
categorical limits that are not based on any sort of an equitable basis.

The purpose of the ALASKA SCHOOL OPERATING COST STUDY as stated on
the first page of the January 31, 1998 report which was prepared by
the McDowell Group is :

“to determine the differences in costs of school operations
that arise from differences in school size (student
population in a funding community) and geographic location,
for the purpose of providing information necessary to make
changes to the public school funding formula."

For a number of reasons the study falls short of this objective.
These shortcomings are so serious that the study's findings should
be disregarded when determining the allocation of state funding for

education.

Large portions of school district budgets were omitted from the
cost comparison. Because of the large size of these omissions,
the formula for computing the area cost differentials may need
to be revised in the near future, even though the authors of

the study contend otherwise.

Omitted from the cost comparison were salaries for both classified
staff and certificated teaching staff, as well as the

dollars spent on professional services and purchased services.

In some school districts the omitted items exceed 80 percent of the



district operating budget. There are no school districts for which
the omitted items are” less than one-half ihe operating budget.

The authors of the study claim that; "the state of Alaska will no longer
have to go thirteen yoars and to considerable expense before updating and
improving the system for allocation of aid for education.”

(Supplemeéntal Summary, dated February 12,1998, page 2.)

By this statement the authors are implying that the Department of
Education need onl J)Iug revised data into the proposed formula in
order to get updated cost differentials that = accurately portray
future conditions. Given the Iaage size of the omitted line items,

no Such Implication can be drawn. Even if, contrary to fact,
omission of the items caused no serious bias today, futire changes

in the omitted items may well caused the proposed formula to produce
increasingly inaccurate ‘estimates over time.

As a result of omitting teacher salaries from the cost
comparison, differences in the quality of educational services
are not held constant across school districts when making the
cost comparison.  This omission means that the authors or the
study have violated one of the fundamental principles which
underlie the construction of cost indexes.

The authors of the study noted that average teacher salaries did
not differ greatly across school districts. They then concluded on
the basis of this observation that teacher salaries and similar
line items could safely be omitted from the cost comparison. In
doing so they falled fo take account of the fact that the between-
the higher cost districts. have a disproportionate number of nawly
minted” teachers on their payrol.

Rural Alaska school districts tend to have a much higher percentage
of their teachers at the low end of the pay scale than do urban
school districts such as Anchorage and Juneau.  For the most part, a
teacher's salary rises as_his or her years of experience and years

of additional education increase.

In a letter to the Alaska Legislature's Health Education and Social
Services committee (dated February 13, 1998), the superintendent of
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the Northwest Arctic Borough School District noted the following
differences 'between the Northwest Arctic  district's salary structure
and that of the Anchorage district. Also included is an analysis done by
our Lower Kuskokwim School District personnel office last week, and an

attached count.

SALARY SCHEDULE
DISTRIBUTION BY PLACEMENT IN PAY SCALE

Lower 1/3 Middle 1/3 Upper 1/3

Northwest Arctic 33% 32% 34%
Lower Kuskokwim 33% 32% 35%
Anchorage 15% 28% 57%

When calculating simple arithmetic mean salaries, such differences
in the percent " distribution of salaries can disguise marked
differences in pa?]/ within ~ experience groupm%s. For example,
suppose that Anchorage salaries were $ 35,000 for the lowest 8a|d
13" of the teachers, $50,000 for the middle /3 and $ 65,000 for
the upper 1/3. The Northwest Arctic and Lower Kuskokwim district
must pay our teachers more than is paid in Anchorage in order to_hire
teachers of the same experience and training. The Northwest Arctic and
Lower Kuskokwim salaries would then be $42,000-$44,000 for the lower
1/3 of the scale. Given the percent distribution of teachers across salary
levels which is shown above, the averagNe salary in Anchorage would be
$56,300 and the average salary in the Northwest Arctic Borough would be
$ 59,580.  Thus, even thoughthe salary structures shown in this example
are 20 percent apart by experience and credit, the corresponding
average salaries are only 5.8 percent apart.

If the percent of teachers at each pay level were the same for both
districts rathsr than as shown, their average salaries would differ
by the full 20 percent difference in their salary structures rather
than by only the 5.8 percent exhibited by the examPIe. The McDowell
report “errs “rather severely in not recognizing that overall average



salaries are similar across school districts only because staffm?
patterns are different. This mistake causes thé authors to violate
one of the fundamental principles that lie behind the construction
of cost indexes. That fundamental principle is that quality should
be held constant when making cost or price comparisons.

What the authors of the study should have done was to define a
standard staffing pattern (percent distribution of teachers and
staff by pay ?radeg) and then price this standard pattern out in all
school” districts at ‘each district's scale of operations. Any
remaining quality differences could then be more readily dismissed
as ‘“random" than are the differences that can be found in the

author's  work.

The “School Level (Instructlonalf)]”, cost difference which have been
calculated, even when taken on their own terms, are unnecessarily
arbitrary. ~ As a result, they bear no necessary relationship to the™ actual
differenices in cost that may be due to Different scales of operation (i.e. to
different sized schools).

The authors partition operating costs into two components:  school
level (instructional) costs and district level (non personal
services and administration) costs. Different methods are used in
constructing area cost differentials for each of the two cost
components. In the case of the school level cost component,
differences in cost are determined solely by a "district school
size factor." These size factors are themselves gudgemental!'/
determined functions of bodz,counts (staff/students ratios) and no
other variables. This is trou Img because wha. we should be
getting here are estimates of the relannshlP between dollars
spent ‘and school size. When dollars are omitted not only from the
formula but also from the under]yln? analysis, one has no way of
knowing whether or not the estimates aré even roughly correct.

Nowhere in the study are we told why we should believe that this
method of adjusting for economies of scale is valid, (i.e. for school size)

Failure to account for quality differences is one of the main
criticisms of the consumer Dprice index published b% the US.
Department of Labor, and is acknowledged as such by those who
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collect the date and calculate he index's values. The recent
introduction of “chained” price Indexes by the U.S. Department of
Commerce is , in part, an attempt to adjust for changes in quality,
should be the preferred method. ' The closest the authors come is an
appeal to authority.

cDowell Group:
“This process was complemented by ateam ot school experts

with decades of experience in hoth rural and urban areas
of the slate. They developed a professionally-determined
model for school Staffing for all sizes of Alaska schools."
(Supplemental Summary, Page 4)

Appeals to authority have no place in either basic or applied
research. What the "authors should have done was to compare their
implicit estimates of economies of scale and optimal school size to
those found in the existing literature and then arrive at final
estimates that benefit from™ both their work and the published
researched. It may be that their estimates are the best that could be
found. But we do not know that. They may be grossly inaccurate. Nor
do we know how far their estimates deviate from others that have
Been reported in the literature.

The formula for "District level Allocations” Contains
additional cost omissions beyond those identified .

These omissions are not adequately justified in the study
and appear to arbitrarily reduce aid to rural districts from
what [t would otherwise be.

In developing the cost differentials for the second component of
spending ~ (non personal & administration expendltur_ess) the
authors ‘invoke what they call a "two standards deviation cap.”
In doing so they cap per student expenditures for any single
district ‘at the Statewide mean plus two standard deviations.

As a ,result_anK district with “unusually  high per student
expenditures in these categories receives lower state aid under
this  formulas than they would if the two standard deviation cap
were not invoked. Without stron% justification this ,mmpl\x/
should not have been done. Itis Dbad research practice. What ma
Be worse , it leaves the reader with the feeling that the study’s
results were pre-determined and that the formulas were simply
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contrived in order to produce the predetermined results.

The authors have this to say in their defense. _ |
"The study team concluded that we had no basis for forcing

alldistricts to fitaformula that placed all districts in
avery narrow range, but that the broad range of current
expenditures warrants some limitation of unusually high
expenditures." (Study, page 74)

Some form of limitation may or may not be in order. But given the
dollar amounts that are “at stake, such a limit needs to be
carefully determined not arbitrarily imposed.

Finding indicate that the McDowell Group study should be discarded
and that a new set of area cost differentials should be developed.

If this sterns too severe to some, then | suggest that, at a minimum,
the study should be reviewed by others who are competent to judge
its merits and its shortcomings,” and that until such a review

has been completed the Legislature should table all legislation

that relies on 'its results.

The legislative leaders that crafted SB-36, then jumped from the use of
the McDowell Group study to devising the new funding allocation scheme.
The McDowell stu 5{ specmcallyr did not/could not accurately analyze the
equity of cateqonca funds.  To arbitrarily limit the categorical cap at
20%, the actual needs of school children are made irrelevant. In
particular, our school district will be unable to serve our special needs
children.  The required federal mandates of s[()_emal education use nearl
17% of our categorical funds, with Voc. Ed. taking another 2%. With only
1% left for Bilingual Education, our bilingual program will effectively end.
With 90% of our students Yup'ik Eskimo, and Yup'ik the dominant language,
an effective bilingual program is critical to school achievement in

English.

For all of these reasons, | suggest that SB-36 be dropped, and an accurate
study be done to determine a fair funding formula for all of Alaska's
schools. No district should be harmed for the benefit of anotl or. Extra
funds should be identified and channeled into the schogl funding program
%o ?]ot only increase urban schools, but to solidify quality programs in the
ush.
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LOWER KUSKOKWIM SCHOOL DISTRICT
CERTIFICATED STAFF SCATTERGRAM
ALL TEACHERS

FY98
2% e

200 110 2.20 | 000 115
200 115 2.30 |I 100 120
500 120 6.00 |I 000 125
1.00 1.25 1.25 \f* 4.00 1.30
1.00 1.30 1.30 | 0.00 1.35
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200 1.60 3.20(1 1.00 1.85
30.00 1.65 49.50 \ 0.00 1.70

} 14.00 1.75

i
58.00 87.15 | 35.50

| Total FTE

000 i
120 |

1.65 |
|

000 |
!

2480 |
|

|

{

55.50 |
|

Total Adjusted FTE
Beginning Salary
Certificated Cost

Average Teacher Salary
Benefits® 22.86*+ t600ea

Fiscal Note

06-Aof-|

Source: FY98adusl owtiffcalled
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3.00 1.65 495
3.00 1.70 5.10
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2.00 1.80 3.60
45.00 1.85 83-25
72.00 125.05
292.50
422.35
34.629
14,625.556
50.002
3,518,903
18,144.461
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laurel A. Shirley
445 23rd St. SE
Salem, OR 97301

April 16,1998

To Whom it May Concern:

| am writing to you concerning Senate Bill 36. | believe its passage would be detrimental, not
only to the rural schools, but to the entire future of the State of Alaska. | am urging you to take

into consideration those lives which are going to be effected and vote no.

Three of my high school years were spent in various fishing villages and logging communities

in Southeast Alaska. In December of 1993,1graduated from Labouchere Bay School in
Labouchere Bay, Alaska. Thanks to the excellent education | received in rural schools | was able
to graduate half a year early. Going to a rural school gave me advantages and opportunities that |
otherwise might not have had. |was able to attend many leadership conferences both in the state
and out. |was also a member of Who's Who Among High Schooi Students for three years due to

the one on one teaching | received.

The knowledge and experiences | gained from attending a rural schooi have been invaluable to me
as ayoung adult. It has made me more creative, independent, and a self motivated individual.

These traits have not only helped me a:  college student, but also in the various jobs that | have
held. The education | received in n rurai school has Wowed me to maintain a 3.50 GPA in college

and also to become a member of the Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society.

If these schools cease to exist, Alaska would be wasting her most precious recourse... her
children. The future of the state depends on the quality of the education her children receive.
This quality cannot be maintained with correspondence classes, it can only be achieved with the
support of a school. If we choose not to maintain that quality, we lose our future.

Please vote no on Senate Bill 36. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Laurel A. Shirley



Laurel A. Shirley
445 23rd St. SE
Salem, OR 97301

4 *
April 16,1998

To Whom it Msly Concern:

| am writing to you concerning Senate Bill 36. | believe its passage would be detrimental, not
only to the rural schools, but to the entire future of the State of Alaska. | am urging you to take
into consideration those lives which are going to be effected and vote no.

Three of my high school years were spent in various fishing villages and logging communities
in Southeast Alaska. In December of 1993,1graduated from Labouchere Bay School in
Labouchere Bay, Alaska. Thanks to the excellent education | received in rural schools | was able
to graduate half a year early. Going to a rural school gave me advantages and opportunities that |
otherwise might not have had. |was able to attend many leadership conferences both in the state
and out. Iwas also a member of Who's Who Among High School Students for three years due to

the one on one teaching | received.

The knowledge and experiences | gained from attending a rural school have been invaluable to me
as ayoung adult. It has made me more creative, independent, and a self motivated individual.

These traits have not only helped me as a college student, but also in the various jobs that | have
held. The education | received in a rural school has allowed me to maintain a 3.50 GPA in college

and also to become a member of the Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society.

If these schools cease to exist, Alaska would be wasting her most precious recourse... her
children. The future of the state depends on the quality of the education her children receive.
This quality cannot be maintained with correspondence classes, it can only be achieved with the
support of a school. If we choose not to maintain that quality, we lose our future.

Please vote no on Senate Bill 36. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Laurel A. Shirley



April 15, 1998

Represenative Mark Hanley

Room 507 Alaska State Legislature
State Cpital (MS 3 100)
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Represenative Mark Hanley,

Hi my name is Dallas Amaktoolik from Elim, Ak. Please don’tpass the
SB36. Because ifyou do, my favorite class which is Bilingual/bicultural, will
be eliminated. Besides this class helps me learn about how our ancestors
used to do things and how they hunted. And itkeeps our traditions alive.
And SB36 is taking more of our culture. Isntthe school taking enough of
ourculture? And another reason to vote NO isthat SB 36 is taking away
student activities. lam an athlete and like to go to other villages in this
district to compete against them. So please voie NO! against this bill.

Since

Dallas Amaktoolik
P.O. Box 63
Elim, AK 99739



3ENT DMTN3D 3cf. Oict '4-22-90 ! 19M9 | 3UPT or 3CHOL3-* 14 1
?

FAIRBANKS NORTH 8TAR BOROUGH EPARD OF EDUCATION
RESOLUTION 98-06

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF SB 36
PUBLIC SCHOOL FUNDING

W mIEREAS, quality education Is one of the single most valuable tools we can provide
ou mchildren, and subsequently, our community; und

WHEREAS, state funding per student in th? Fairbanks North Star Borough has
decline d over the last six fiscal years due in large part to increases in local assessed

va ue; and

WHE EAS, an examination of the education foundation formula is long overdue; and

WHEREAS, we respectfully request that the following issues be included in any Public
Sc 100l Funding legislation:

t. That testing or other funded means of assuring all children
receive quality education be included in the legislation.

2. That a phased-in or hold harmless provision be added ta the
legislation to aid those districts that will suffer immediate,
drastic cuts in funding.

] That the need for relief from the adverse impact of local assessed
value on state fuming be addressed.

That changes In Public School Funding be accompanied by
additional funding in an amount sufficient to ensure that Alaska's
children will receive education services in an uninterrupted and

satisfactory manner.

NOW, HEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fairbanks North Star Borough Board
of Education Suppuib SB36 und the efforts to revise the Education Foundation

Fofmul 1and respectfully request lliul Ihtt iaximrt nf quality assurance, relief to districts
drasticnlly impacted by the rewrite and relief from the impacts of local assessed

val uation and additional funding be addressed.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be sent to Governor Tony Knowles
ana members of the Interior Delegation.

PASSED AND APPROVED APRIL 21, 1998.

Bill Burrowd, Pro
Board of Education

Pan Hallborg
Secretsry to the Board
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Resolution
Of the
Southeast Alaska Native Education Association

WHEREAS, the legislature is considering enacting Senate Bill 36 into law, and

WHEREAS, the effect of the legislation is redistributing funds from 32 mostly rural
school districts to urban school districts; and

WHEREAS, the 32 school districts adversely impacted by this legislation house 21,000
children, many of whom would have their current education seriously disrupted; and

WHEREAS, Regional Educational Attendance Areas are legally precluded from
contributing local taxes to education and are unable to provide an adequate local share
of education costs because of this legal prohibition and because of a generally

inadequate local tax base; and

WHEREAS, the result of this legislation will be to clo™e some rural schools; and

WHEKEAS, the legislature has established a system of public schools based upon the
provision of local schools in nearly every village in Alaska, and that the decision to
abandon that system now may be a violation of the legislature’s constitutional duty to
maintain a system of public schools open to all; and

WHEREAS, the impact of the funding cuts which will result from enactment of this
legislation is racially biased and may violate constitutional rights to equal protection of

the laws; and

WHEREAS, the policy of Alas_ka’ssu%port for education is to be equitable, fair and
racially and culturally sensitive, with the intent that all children in Alaska be provided
with a’free, appropriate, public education, and that opportunities for such an education
be reasonably equal without regard to residence of the child; and

WHEREAS, enactment of this legislation will diminish us as a society, catering to our
most selfish and narrow instincfs:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SOUTHEAST ALASKA NATIVE
EDUCATION ASSOCIATION:

1. That the Ieglislature Is urged not to pass SB36 in an)A of its present permutations; and
2. That, if the legislation is paired by the legislature, the Governor is urged to veto this

legislation.

Passed and Approved by the Southeast Alaska Native Education Association by a
telephone vote of no objection calls from Sitka, Alaska on 17 April 1998.

Post-It" brand fax transmittal memo 7671 » »
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APRIL 11. 1998

KENNY LAKE PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION
COPPER RIVER SCHOOL DISTRICT

HC 60 BOX 224

COPPER CENTER. AK 99573

ALASKA LEGISLATORS
JUNEAU. ALASKA

RE SB36

DEAR LEGISLATORS:

ENCLOSED ISA COPY OF A LETTER PREPARED BY ONE OF OUR ADVISORY BOARD
MEMBERS.

THE KENNY LAKE COMMUNITY HAS BEEN VERY CONCERNED ABOUT THE MOTION TO
DO AWAY WITH FUNDING TOR ANEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL. ITISONE OF THEMOST

FREQUENTLY DISCUSSED TOPICS AT OUR PTO MELTINGS.

PLEASE RECOGNIZE THE DESPERATE NEED WE HAVE FOR IHE FUNDING OF A NEW
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL. WE WILL SPARE YOU THE DETAILS (WJIICH HAVE ALREADY BEEN
DISCUSSED WITH YOU PREVIOUSLY) OF SOME OF THE INADEQUACIES IN OUR PRESENT

ELEMENTARY FACILITY.

PLEASE KNOW THAT THINGS ARECONTINUING TO FALLDOWN AROUND OUR
CHILDREN’S EARSAND WE ARE VERY LUCKY IHAT ITHAS NOT’BEENON THEIR HEADS!

WE REALIZE THE-CHALLENGE YOU ALL IIAVE AND SINCERFLY THANK YOU FOR YOUR
ATTENTION.

SINCERELY.

KENNY LAKEPTO

CO DR.DOYLE: COPPER RIVERSCJ IOOI DISTRICT SUPERIN IENDENT
REED CARLSON. KENNY LAKESCHOOL PRINCIPAL
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RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am cor ejmed about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent ofthe funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per studentto run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. Things don't sound equal at prc:cnt and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, pari ofthe Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The money just does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Our area is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent of it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don”yupport Senate Bill 36!

jtiL

due,



April B,1998
RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent ofthe funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per studentto run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Ourcommunity and school, part ofthe Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. Thu money just does not go tlirough the

Legislative cash box.

Our area is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this State and a large
percent of it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one foryou, one for me” and start looking at what each ofus is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!

-3 530



RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in *he urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent ofthe funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. ‘Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. Th* money just does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Our area is not likely to supporta bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent of it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one foryou, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.



RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education finds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent of the funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one ortwo ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part ofthe Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The moneyjust does not go through the
Legislative cash box.

Ourarea is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent of it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each ofus is really
le*, '.ving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent of the funds to eIV sate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes Jess cr unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes tc produce one
unit Sr., itshould ta /ess money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school edv  xmg 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, <y.npuler technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part ofthe Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The money just does not go through the
Legislative cash hox.

Our area is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have i garding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent ofii is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



Aprily 1998
RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent ofthe funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchroom science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The moneyjust does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Our area is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic hasis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large

percent of it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one foryou, one for me” and start looking at what each ofus is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!
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RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent ofthe funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the

urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The moneyjust does not go through the
Legislative cash box.

Our area is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large

percent of it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me™ and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.



April 1998
RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

1am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent of the funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unitto produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer tecluiology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The money just does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Ourarea is not likely to supporta bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent of it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one foryou, one for me” and start looking at what each ofus is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 361



April 1998
EE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent of the funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part ofthe Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The moneyjust does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Our area is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right Stop thinking wc are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent ofit is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” arid start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



April /<#1998
RE: Senate Bill 36

Clear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent ofthe funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pooh;, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, au.o and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one ortwo ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, pan c* the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase In
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The money just does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Ourarea is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent ofit is spentin the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



April 1998
RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent ofthe funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unitto produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpendy shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and £ Z /% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The moneyjust does not go through the
Legislative cash box.

Ourarea is not likely to support a bureal; either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent of it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent ofthe funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit So, it should take less monty per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditorium? *uto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may nave only one or two ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The moneyjust does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Ourareais not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percentof it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking ct what each of us is really
receiving.



RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent ofthe funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unitto produce a quantity ofunits than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Mo :t urban \chools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two of these. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part ofthe Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The money just does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Our area is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economio basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent ofit is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concealed about SB 36. Reallocating education tunds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students arc in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent of the funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part ofthe Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The moneyjust does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Ourarea is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent ofit is spentii the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should r >take forty
percent of the funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schc s. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it tai ;sto produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, 1: rge gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The moneyjust does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Our area is not likely to support xbureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the ur’  corttails, we spend our money in this state and a large

percent of it is spent hi the url an areas.

Stop thinking “one foryou, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent ofthe funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity ofunits than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and caipentiy shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two of these. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Ourcommunity and school, part ofthe Copper River School District, cannot sustain. ny
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The moneyjust does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Our area is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and d large
percent of it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each ofus is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!
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RH: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it shorM not take forty
percent of the funds to educate them on the same level as smaller suiools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one ortwo ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The moneyjust does not go through the

Legislative cash hox.

Our area is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this stale and a large

percent of it is spentin the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!
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RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent ofthe funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unitto produce a quantity of units than it takes to produc one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. Things don't sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The moneyjust does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Our urea is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent ofit is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent of the funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educaring 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running hacks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don't seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The money just does not go through the
Legislative cash box.

Our area is nor likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent ofit is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking "one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each ofus is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!
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RIE Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent of the funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Cu\‘community and school, part ofthe Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The money just does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Our area is not likely to supporta bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we arc
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large

percent of it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



April - ,1998
RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent of the funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity ofunits than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two of these. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM The community already

supports our school out of its pockets. The money just does not go through the
Legislative cash box.

Our area is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent of it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one foryou, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fc;r.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent ofthe funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one ortwo ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part ofthe Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The money just does not go through the
Legislative cash box.

Ouraiea is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent ofit is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



April§,1998
RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent of the funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realL'.c that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two ofthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The money just does not go through the
Legislative cash box.

Our area is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent ofit is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!
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RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent of the funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unitto produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms', science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two of these. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase In
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The moneyjust does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Ourarea is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent of it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.



April 1998
RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent ofthe funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology, libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry shops, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two of these. Things don’t sound equal at present and the

urban schools don’t seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991 to 96 our district had a 13% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The money just does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Our area is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop thinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large
percent, of it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each of us is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



April/V, 1998
RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Alaskan Legislators,

| am concerned about SB 36. Reallocating education funds to the urban areas is not fair.
Forty percent of Alaskan students are in the urban areas, but it should not take forty
percent ofthe funds to educate them on the same level as smaller schools. Most people
realize that it takes less per unit to produce a quantity of units than it takes to produce one
unit. So, it should take less money per student to run a school educating 600 than it takes
to run a school educating 60 students. Most urban schools have pools, large gyms,
running tracks, computer technology libraries, nurses and sick rooms, music rooms,
auditoriums, auto and carpentry she s, lunchrooms, science labs... Most small rural
schools may have only one or two'ifthese. Things don’t sound equal at present and the
urban schools don't seem to be on the deprived end.

Our community and school, part of the Copper River School District, cannot sustain any
more cuts in our school’s budget. From 1991to 96 our district had a 15% increase in
ADM and a 7.7% decrease in general fund revenues per ADM. The community already
supports our school out of its pockets. The money just does not go through the

Legislative cash box.

Our area is not likely to support a bureau, either economically or politically. The
information you have regarding our economic basis cannot be right. Stop ihinking we are
getting a free ride on the urban coattails, we spend our money in this state and a large

percent of it is spent in the urban areas.

Stop thinking “one for you, one for me” and start looking at what each ofus is really
receiving.

Don’t support Senate Bill 36!



_ March  , 199S
Dear Legislators,

[fyou are everin aposition to speak up foror vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident ofKenny Lake, part
ofthe CopperRiverBasin. | have heard that we asa community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on therCIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gvras; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintaia Forexample: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out oforder). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can lastand how it
will die (hopefully quietly). 1In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. Thisyear was extremely bad due to the poorsnow cover. Notonly was
there evidence oftheir presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
aproblem mosteveryone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one ofour
State’s most importantassets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they arejust as importantas other children in this state. Rightnow they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.



_ Mama , 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. |am aresident of Kenny Lake, part
oithe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. Forexample: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery rime it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonder just how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We arc constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don't have many children in our community, but
they arejust as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitar¥ conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,
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_ March 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for c~vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. |am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that wc as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on therCIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, u mall multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

,Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to rcpctitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
ths year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, thii building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. Ths noise is commgnplace to those
ocoupying the biriWing, but we wonderjust how much longer it can JastTnJ”ow it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. Ths year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
the; 2 evidence oftheir presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of hoxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm.weather. Granted ths is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State's most important assets. We don't have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in ths state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do whatyou can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



_ March 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou arc ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. |am a resident of Kenny Lake, pan
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-CEP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowets proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings arc veiy old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are oui. of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set ofbathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also; this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). Inthe fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. Wc don’t have many children in our community, but
they arejust as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do whatyou can to

push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



_ March 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe CopperRiver Basin. | have heard that wc as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on die-CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; wc would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out oforder). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of ‘ewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like itis going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonder just how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. Thisyear was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, aproblem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they arejust as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,
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Dear Legislators,

If you are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need of your help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the’CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Eveiy year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set ofbathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also; this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one ofour
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they arejust as Important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to

push through funding for our school facilities.
Sincerely,.



_ March 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. Iam a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiousiy
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also;this building’s furnace sounds like itis going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall mouths these’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by uuge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

Wec are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they arejust as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do whatyou can to

push through funding for our school facilities.



March , 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. |am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even 1o, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on theCIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set ofbathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this buildrtp’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. T.us noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence oftheir presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely



Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need of your help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-QP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly ofsewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). Inthe fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence oftheir presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps aie hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in out community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do whatyou can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



T
_ March- , 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are everin a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
of the Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We arc not looking forswimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our piesent buildings are very old and are difficult, to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). Inthe fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence oftheir presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as Important as other children in this state. Rightnow they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do whatyou can to

push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely, -



_ March |, 1998
D;ar Legislators,

Ifyou arc ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am aresident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. Forexample: Every year, for at least three weeks, these juildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is commoi place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence oftheir presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most eveiyone is dealing with, but entrance iamps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as Important as other children in this state. Rightnow they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to

push through funding for our school facilities.



March z f, 1998
Dear Legislatorsx

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. : am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementaiy building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the*CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyrr , we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media oom, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set ofbathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery tims it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one ofour
State’s most important assets, We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am aresident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need of your help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on theCIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are veiy old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out ofboxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. Wc don’t have many children in our community, but
they arejust as importantas other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



. o, 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. I am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin, i have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we arc in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the*CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or foil size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetidously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s fomace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery tune it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). Inthe fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence oftheir presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are haz/vdcusly
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one ofour
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.



_ March ~, 1998
Dear Legislators,

If you are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. |am aresident of Xenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have: heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we arc in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the*CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on 0 avemor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set ofbathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can lastand hew it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out ofboxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We arc constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one ofour
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



ofrfareh , J998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou arc ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe CopperRiver Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators «r a controversial area, but even so, we are in need of your help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitaiy conditions. Please do whatyou can to
push through funding for our school facilities.



March<2.7, 1998

Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on ftmding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basia | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school childrea Our schooi is
presently number six on the CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
Ve are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and ate difficult tp repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can lastand I»w it
will die (hopefully quietly). Inthe fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



March 1998
Dear Legislators,

If you are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. |am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the*CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of<rder). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roof every time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fail months there’s always an infestation of
voles. Thi" yearwas extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Notonly was
there evidence cl'their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
earned by pwdrainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constr-tly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do whatyou can to

push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



_ March # , 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
of the CopperRiver Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we we in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-CEP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least tiirce weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly ofsewage and mildew
thatno one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how U
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence oftheir presence, hut they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one ofour
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do whatyou can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,

(jourok 3.



_ March 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the*CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance Listand on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out oforder). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonder just how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. Thisyear was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do whatyou can to

push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



_ March 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. |am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, wc are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance Listand on Governor Knowels proposal.
We arc not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Lvery year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will du- (hopefully quietly). Inthe fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. Thisyearwas extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out ofboxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,

c242>
0/bppOA



_ March 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. I am aresident ofKenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings arc
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains arc out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set ofbathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to et ter. Also, this building’s furnace sc” 'ms like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonder just how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bud due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. Wc don’t have many children in our community, but
they arejust as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do whatyou can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



_ 7,1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. |have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on thcCIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. Forexample: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set ofbathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence oftheir presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do whatyou can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



March 1998
Dear Legislators,

If you are evtr in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/Liaintcnance, please <iuso. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need of your help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the'CIiP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise iz common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem wc endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to

push through funding for our school facilities,

Sincerely,



_ March 3/ , 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. 1am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Coppej RiverBasin. I have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are inneed ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the*CEP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. Forexample: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like itis going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out ofboxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,

99573
0Z-7Z-'£530



_ Marchs /, 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in a position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. I am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
0;the Copper RiverBasin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
‘egislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the*CIP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. Forexample: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly ofsewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). Inthe fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evid”ce oftheir presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelve*, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important ¢s other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do whatyou can to

push through fuuding for our school facilities.



_ March 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are everina position to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. | am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe CopperRiver Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on therCTP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are veiy old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying tk; building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). Inthe fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence of their presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We arc constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one ofour
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



_ March 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou are ever in aposition to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. 1am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
ofthe Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need of your help in
obtaining a new elementary building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-CEP construction list and slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, for at least three weeks, these buildings aie
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonder just how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). Inthe fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence oftheir presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children In our community, but
they are just as importantas other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,



_ March<20, 1998
Dear Legislators,

Ifyou arc ever in dposition to speak up for or vote on funding Alaskan
school construction/maintenance, please do so. |am a resident of Kenny Lake, part
of the Copper River Basin. | have heard that we as a community are seen by many
legislators as a controversial area, but even so, we are in need ofyour help in
obtaining a new elementaiy building for our public school children. Our school is
presently number six on the-CIP construction listand slotted for the second year
(FY 00) on the Preferred Maintenance List and on Governor Knowels proposal.
We are not looking for swimming pools or full size gyms; we would like
comfortable sized classrooms, prep areas, a multi-media room, a small multi-
purpose room and working bathrooms.

Our present buildings are very old and are difficult to repetitiously
maintain. For example: Every year, forat least three weeks, these buildings are
without running water (toilets, sinks, drinking fountains are out of order). During
this year’s freeze, one set of bathrooms smelled so strongly of sewage and mildew
that no one wanted to enter. Also, this building’s furnace Sounds like it is going to
go through the roofevery time it fires up. This noise is common place to those
occupying the building, but we wonderjust how much longer it can last and how it
will die (hopefully quietly). In the fall months there’s always an infestation of
voles. This year was extremely bad due to the poor snow cover. Not only was
there evidence oftheir presence, but they were often seen running across the floor,
shelves, or out of boxes.

Currently, both buildings have entrances blocked by huge pools of water
caused by poor drainage due to a large snowfall and warm weather. Granted this is
a problem most everyone is dealing with, but entrance ramps are hazardously
slippery, a problem we endure every year.

We are constantly hearing from Juneau that our children are one of our
State’s most important assets. We don’t have many children in our community, but
they are just as important as other children in this state. Right now they are being
housed in unsafe, unstable and unsanitary conditions. Please do what you can to
push through funding for our school facilities.

Sincerely,
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APR-22-90 11>B3 FROMMUT7-EEB-0220-KUN ID- PARE

uInhaPak School
enera De IVery
%Jm aga AK 99655

Dear Rep. Gail Phillips
My name Is Ell aGuest | am insixth grade and lattend Quinhagak
School Ive attend my school since kindergarten. Ifour school doses down
we [have to glo to another village or city to get our education. Idontwant to
leave myfam yand relatives. Please don’ipass SB36.
Thank-you very much.

Sincerely,

Ella M Guest

2/11



APR-22-SB 1!mE4 FROM.BO7-EBB-B228-KWN PACE 3111

uinhaPak School
eneral Delive
Quinhagak, AK 99655
March 23, 1998

Dear Rep. Mark Handley,

My name Is Frank Nelson Henry. | am eleven years old and in the sixth grade.
We talk In Yup'ik and English in school. | enjoy leaming howto Eskimo dance. | like
reading the Yup'tk myths and legends inthe Yup'tk books.

| don't want SB36 to pass because our school has the Yup'ik First language

Program. 1also don't want our school to close. [ want to continue to leam howto read
and write Iin my language.

Thank you for reading my letter.

Sincerely,

Frank N. Henry



AFR-22-US 11sJ FROMBO7—6EB-S220-KWN PACE 4/11

8umha ak School

en Dellvery
uinhagak, AK 99655
ril 4,1998

DearIRep. Mark Hanley,

. Myname is Harold Smith. Iam infifth grade. 1am taught mainly in my
first Iangua%e which is Yu(?’lk L

| don’T want SB36 t0 pass because our school has the Yup'ik First
Language Program. lwantto learn in both Yup'ikand English.. When our
elders come and tell stories and legends of our ancestors, lenjoy them, |
can understand the elders when they speak in Yupik. Also, during Yupik
Life Skills,_our teacher shows us how to make Eskimo kayaks witft leather
calf skin. They alsp teach us how tq Eskimo dance and virite and speak in
Yupik. Ifour school is in trouble of closing because of the formula funding |
don’twant to go to school in another city or village.

Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

A



APR-22-BB 11-54,FROM.S0O07-SBB-a228-KVN PACE &/]Il

General Delluery
Quinhagak, RK 99655

Rprll 3,1998
Dear Rep. M ark Handley,
My name Is Eric N. Small. I'am in fifth grade. I don’t
watjt SB36 to pass because Ilone my school. Ilearn alot from

my teachers Inmy school. LUeare taughtin Yup’ik and in
English. In Yup’ik our teacherteaches us how to Eskimo
dance, read and mrite in Yup’ik, and learn how to do Natfue

arts and crafts.
Thank you uery much forreading my letter.

Sincerely,

Eric N. Small



APR-22-ae 11.ES FROM«S87—-6BB-522B-KWN PACE B/l

Quinhagak School
General Delivery
Quinhagak®AK 99655
April 1,1998

Dear Rep. Con Bunde,

Mynameis AlexisJones. I'm in sixth grade. | attend the Quinhagak
School. I'talk in Yup ik and Englishmostofthe time. We have the Yup'ik
Life Skillsprogram wherewe write in Yup'ik. We also have Native arts
and crafts,and we are learning how to Eskimo dance. Elderscometo our
classroom and talk to us. They teach us aboutwhatthey did when they
wereyoung.

| don'twant SB'56to pass because our schoolisimportantto us. |
learn both languages, Yup'ik and English. Ifthisbill passes and ifour
schoolcloses, we will have to go to schoolatan unfamiliarplace. We will
beaway from our family.

Thank-you forreading tlis letter.
Sincerely,

AlexisJones



PACE

umhaPak School
eneral Delive
Quinhagak 9655
March 25,199

Dear Rep. Gail Phillips,

My name is Elizabeth Rivers. I'm in fifth Vce/rad_e. We talk in Yup’ik most
of the time. We also read and write in Yup’lk We sing songs in Yup'ik and

English. We have Eskimo dancing too. o
| don't want SB36 to pass because our school has the Yup’ik First

Lanquage Program. We love Yup'ika lot. We learn the survival skills from
our €lders when they come to my classroom to talk.

Thank-you very much for reading my letter.
Sincerely

Elizabeth Rivers

7/11



APR-22-S8 11<55 FROM-BO7-EEB-922B-KUN PACE o/11

Quinhagak School
General Delivery
Qulnhagak AK 99655

April 1, 1998

Dear Rep. Gail Phillips,

My name is Whitney Church. | am in the sixth grade at Kulnerrarmiut
Eiilnaurvfat. | don't want senate Bill 36 to pass because our school has a Yup’ik First
Language program. |want Itto stay the same so other kids could learn how to read
and write in Yup’ik. Yup’'ik is part of our culture and language In school. We want to
learn both Yup’ik and English. If we're only taught in English we won’t know who we
are.

We also have a Yup'ik Life Skills program where we learn the Yup’ik
Orthography, woitc on Native arts and crafts, and leam to sing in the Yup'ik language.!
also enjoy learning how to Eskimo dance.

Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Whitney Church



APR-22-30 lit SB FROM.307-SGB-B220-KUN PAGE

umha?ak School
eneral Delivery
uinhagak, AK 99655
rl 3, 1993

Dear Rep. Gail Phillips , , ,
My name is Jonette Jones. I'minfifthgrade, lam tau%ht in Yup'ik at
myqsch_ ol, Kuinerrarmiut Elitnaurvigt. 1learn the Yupi'k Orthrography. Italk
inYup’lk \We read and write In my first Iangua €.
. ldontwant SB36 to pass because Ifon’twant our school toclose. |
like learning In Yupik SB36 is not fair. Ishould get a good education just
like the KidS in the city.
Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Jonette Jones

8/11



APR-22-B0 11>>B FROM «807—-EBB-8228—KUN pace

umhaPak School
eneral Delive
uinhagak, AK 99655
rl 3,7998

Dear Rep. Gail Phillips,

My name is Lonnie Pleasant l1am in fifth grade. I don't want SB 36 to
ass because our school has the Yup'ik First an%uage Program. Iwant to
e able to understand my elders when they.come to my r"chiool to tell me

about my history. 1like reading and_vvrltlngln mK language. lalso like
learningin my second language which is English.

Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Ftc. <kc, CifxP
Lonnie Pleasant

lay i
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umhaPak School

eneral Delivery
ulnhagak, AK 99655
rl 22, 1998

Dear Rep. Gail Phillips, . _ _ _
IDname IS Ch%stme Pleasant. lam Insixth grade. Yup'ik Is my first

Iangluage. | also talk in English because some of my teachers onlﬁ/ta Kin

English-. 'nschool lam taught in my second language, but lalsp have a
Yup'ikclass. During Yup'ikwe writé stories, Eskimo'dance, and do Native

crafts. .
Idont want SS36.to IP%I_SS because our school will get less money than
r.

a school ina big city. !tisn
Thank-you for reading my letter.

Sincerely,

Christine Pleasant

11/tl
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Testimony

Eo:
Y.
Date:
Re:

Alaska House of Representatives Health, Education and Social Services Committee
Betsy Tumcr-Bogren; Alaska PTA, Vice President, Legislative AlTairs

April 20,1998

Senate BiLi 36, Public Education Reform and Funding Initiatives

Members ofthe Alaska PTA appreciate the efforts ofthe Governor and the Legislators to improve
bom_thedqualt!ty of public education in Alaska nnd the method in which our state provides funding for
public education.

Improving education for Alaska’s children is a very important issue. This is not an issue that
belongs to the Republicans, the Demacrats, the Governor or the Legislature, this issue belongs lo all

Alaskans.

The Alaska PTA has an annual membership of over 16,000. Our association is organized to include
representation from six geographic regions covering die entire state and four active councils
representing Ketchikan, the MaL/Su Borough, Fairbanks and Anchorage.

Delegates from across Alaska meet annually to review our Legislative Program and adopt our
legislative priorities. The need for renewed confidence in our public schools is one ofour top
concerns this ]year. Supporting adequate state funding for public education has alwoys been oi | of
the Alaska PTA Legislative Priorities.

Delegi?tes to the 1997-98 Issues Conference last November adopted legislative priorities for the
Alaska PTA that include support of:

1. Legislation and funding of programs that will hold school districts accountable lo high standards
for educational programs, staffprofessionalism and student performance.

2. The creation ofa new funding mechanism that will meet all rising costs of public education
including those associated with inflation nnd increased enroliment, nnd provide equitable
distribution of those funds.

3. Funding public education at a level sufficient to enable school districts lo support a cap on the
pupil-tcacher ratio for each grade level and provide safe and adequate pupil transportation.

Dele?ates to the November Issues Cor.i'ercnce expressed concern that Slate funding reform measures
should not provide solutions for some school districts al the expense of any other school districts.

On behalfofthe Alaska PTA 1 would like to thank members of the House Finance Committee for your work,
We encourage you lo continue your efforts to find solutions that address all the concerns ofthe Alaska PTA.
Wec believe that every child in Alaska deserves access to high quality public education.
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P.O. Box 48

KWjPiIIingok Ak 99622
April 17, 1998

House Finance Committee

State Captial
Juneau, Ak 99801- 1182

Dear House Finance Committee,
Wangkuta assiilkaput SB-36-aaq. Kituugan SB-36-aag yugcetun
mikelngut ekalamgalrucliqut.-  Aknlrcliqut *mikelngut- elltnaurl6tel
lu.  Mikelngut taringocclgacliqut kace'atun. Kituugan SB 36-aag
kiingan kass'atun qalartelarciqukut yugtun-llu galarcuunata.
Wiings cakneq esfiilkaga SB-36-aag.

Wiinga,

Tania Andrew
6th grade

ps. we oont like SB so. irsbo passes tna ittia kias won't talk in yupik. in# yup'ik
tajinhftr'it and all the nilw taaohAr and the AtdAntA thAIr fAAINQA will gai hurt  Tha kid* won't
understand In ongllsh booauag they mostly talk in yupik. I SB-S0 paaaaa we will «Uul talking

Inengllsh and wa wont have to talk In yupik and write. | don't really like SB-36.
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House Finance Committee
jtata C

uneau, “Ak*b9801-1182
Dear House Finance Committee,
Wilnga Senate Bill 36-aaq assllkaga manl kuigilngurml
asslitug, AMg tegguyaquunaku llaakulluta plnaurtukut. — Makut elait

elitnauristeput yug'qut iiait-lu kassauluteng.  Makut-lu akit
naanguarunritug, taugam atutuut oturanun.wallu nognun wollu ikamranun,

r(%yad h&'l

wllgng

P.S. I don't like Senate Bill 36 at kwigillingok. Don't take our money and
please be on cur side. Some of these people are Yu'plk and some of them

are non Yu'pik. We use money for clothes, food, or sleds.
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09:29 0907 543 0006 YKHC ADMIN. 0002

"Postering Native Self-Determination in Primary Care,Preventionand Health Promotion"

Resolution #98-04-04
Subject: Opposition to Senate Bill #36 (SB-36).

WHEREAS,  the Yukon-Kuskokwira Health Corporation’s (YKHC% mission is to
achieve the greatest possiple improvements_in'the health status of the
eople of Jhe Yuké)n-Kuskolem D?Ita rﬁglon, and YKHC Is fFI!)/ _
ommitted to the development of culturally relevant pragrams for’primar
care, prevention, and health promotion in settln%thatf sters Natlve Se
Determination in the control and management of health care delivery; and

WHEREAS, YKHC isa501(c)(3) non-profit corporation established to provide health
care Services un(§%$2 h I%wtwnh the Indian Heéith_Se[wce 0

Title'IE Cow ft
58 tribes in the Yukqn-Kuskokwim Delta in Alaska by authorization of the
tribal governing hodies of these tribes; and

WHEREAS, YKHC’s interests include healthy minds_in the Y-K Delta’s student
residents through quality education provided througih rural or village
schools, whichare just as important as urban schools; and

WHEREAS, ualifg education Igads rural_studentsmuali%/_de isions about college-
level earning In order to achieve or enhance their chosen careers whi

will support their livelihgod and well-being throughout their lives, and
SB-36 will decrease quality education in rural Alaska; and

WHEREAS, It s the constitutional respopsibility of the State of Alaska o provide equal .
educat?o,n o,pportur%ﬁes topAPasE,a'g c%l(ﬂen, ,otﬁ rurafc)nn(s uPban, an 058-36 IS
unconstitutional in its approach in that it unfairly reduces funding for rural

schools.

NOW THEREFORE LET IT BE_RESOL VED That the Full Board of Djrectors of the
Yukon-Kuskokwim Health Corporati 0nr ri%eg%bé/ E?Ne notice by this

resolution that It opposes the present 36 in its entirely; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That the Full Board of Directors support the State of
Ala5<a mll'tse orts to createafa?r?_und% fcormu?_a%%utltatgfe to oﬁ1 rural

and urban schools which also takes into consideration the high cost of
living in rural Alaska.

Certification
Duly adopted at the meeting of the Yukon-Kuskokwim Corporation's Full Board of

Diréctors, a quorum being present, by a vote of _Infavor, opposed.
abstaining, and ab%gnt, FhIS £sl4 gay of April, 199S. PP
Signed;

; : Signed: ,

P.O.Box 328 « Bethel, Alaska 99339 « Phono: (907) 343-6000 « 1-800-478-3321 - Pax: (907) 343-6006
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House of Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislator
State Capitol (MS3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Leona Goodhope

PO. Box 72012
Shishmaref, Alaska 99772
(907)649-3631

Dear coViom it flo-vcem*

| am writing to you in regards to a senate bill 36.
As a student in Shishmaref | believe this bill should not be passed.
Why vyou ask? This bill would affect numerous students in the Bering

Strait School District.

We like the way our school is now and we don't want to see it
change. The SB 36 would force us to go to school in a boarding school,
We, the Shishmaref students, wouldn't like going to a boarding school.
Our families would need our boys to help out with subsistence. Our
elders are the ones we should be with instead of going to a boarding
school and being far away from home. Our elders are going to need help
if most of the Shishmaref students go.

What you are doing to our school and other schools is killing
everything that makes school fun such as sports, taking our special ed.
teachers, and numerous other things. Do you think it is right?

| am really upset about the senate bill 36.

| appreciate you taking your time to read this letter concerning
the SB 36.

Sincerely,

Leona Goodhope
Grade: 10th
Site: Shishmaref School



House Of Finance Commihee
Alaska State Legislator
State Capital (MS3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99807-1182

Annie Katherine Obruk
Shishmaref High School
P.O. Box 72048
Shishmaref, Alaska 99772

Dear Whom it may concern:

| am writing to you in regards to the Senate Bill 36. Please do not vote on this bill
because too much money would be taken from rural schools. This would mean we would
lose extracurricular activities and other important programs from our school.

The school is very much of the community and the community is enjoy watching
the basketball games and other activities going on in the village.

Going to school in Shishmaref is very important tome, because | enjoy being with
rr]n_yhfamhlly Iand helping out my grandparents. If the bill is passed, wemay no longer have a
igh school.

~If I 'had to go to a boarding school, I would not be able to spend time with my

family and would not learn things about my culture. To me, my culture is very important

and learning the way my grandparents learned when they were younger. | enjoy listening
to my grandparents' telling stories about their childhood.
In closing, | would urge you not to pass the bill.

Annie Katherine Obruk
Grade: 10th
Site: Shishmaref High School Student
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SOUTHEAST
1621 TONGASS AVENUE SUITE 301
ISLAND POST OFFICE BOX 8340
SCHOOL KETCHIKAN. ALASKA 99901
PHONE: (907) 225-9658
DISTRICT FAX: (907) 225-2836

flay Griffith
SUPERINTENDENT

April 18, 1998

The Honorahle Mark Hanley
House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature
Capitol Room 507

Alaska State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley:

As superintendent of Southeast Island School District, | am writing with grave concern
relative to SB36. Passage of SB36 in itscurrent form can mean closure of five of

SISD's 12 schools in October of this year.

As you are well aware, the bill would set a minimum of ten students for a school to be
counted as a funding community. Any number fewer than ten would be counted as
students of the largest school in the district, with a significant drop in funding for that
site.

The immediate concern is that the bill would delay determination of fiscal year funding
until the end of the October count period and then provide funding for that same fiscal
year based on the October count. That impacts our district drastically. We would
contract teachers, by state law and negotiated contract terms, prior to the current year
based on current status, prepare buildings, commit to students and parents and fund to
that anticipated level. If a site fell below the minimum count, however, we would not be
funded at the anticipated and planned for level. SB36 would leave us committed and
standed without adequate funding to fulfill our predetermined commitment. In a district
that is cutting VO % of its funding for the next fiscal year just to balance our budget, that
unanticipated level of loss would be devastating. SB36 puts us in a catch-22. If we
don't provide a school for a community with 8 anticipated elementary students, we are
in violation of 4 AAC 05.040. Ifwe do commit to a school in August but have fewer
than ten in October, we do not receive adequate funding to keep the school open and
to fulfill our contracted employee commitments and commitment to students and
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community.

We are asking you to help us get an amendment to SB36 that gives us some relief
from so drastic an impact. We are proposing that the bill be amended as follows:

Sec.2 14.17.450 (b). [Beginning in the fiscal year following the count
period during which the school falls bhelow 10 ADM ] if the ADM in a school is
less than 10. those students shall be included in the ADM of the school in that district
with the highest ADM as determined by the most recent student count data for that

district.

In the unfortunate event that SB36 were to become law, the proposed amendment
would forestall for at least nine months the closing of almost half of Southeast Island
School District’'s schools. At least our students and parents and district board and
administration would have minimal time to plan for the loss of access to local schools.
To close schools in late October and expect students and parents to have acceptable
immediate alternatives is unfair and unwise.

Southeast Island School District is opposed to SB36. We consider itto be based on a
seriously flawed study commissioned by the Senate Finance Committee, one that
would unfairly and unwisely redistribute funding from some school districts to other
school districts, thereby creating "winners” and "losers.” The effect would glaringly
take funding away from rural districts and give itto urban districts. We are further
distressed that SB36 fails to consider "program” equity as well as "funding” equity.
Even the most cursory analysis will reveal the vast disparity between programs
available to urban students as opposed to rural students.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this request for help. Itwould be tragic
for students to not only lose the opportunity for education in their local communities,
but to lose it without adequate time to seek and find alternative educational programs.

Sincerely,

Superintendent

cc. Commissioner Shirley Holloway
Governor Tony Knowles
Carl Rose, AASB
Stephen McPhetres, AASA
Alaska School Superintendents
Members, Alaska Legislature
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10 Legislators House Finance Committee

My name is Lillian Kiunya, a 40 year resident of Kwigillingok, married with
four beautiful children attending a small rural school in our community Iam
writing this letter on their behalf, and i believe the whole rural schools who
will be affected by this bill.
As Alaskan Natives, we are very fortunate to have schools out here in the
bush where our children learn, not like whai | went through, The reason |
say " not like what I went through" is because | started school knowing no
English, at most times very hajd for me to comprehend what my teachers
were teaching me. Now when I look s: my children and the progress they
have in school, I am very proud ana happy for them. | believe the bilingual
education they start off with has helped them to progress, and it is easier
than my school years, but if you look at the yearly 1TBS test done each year
proves that they still are behind.
Taking ihe money out ofrural schools wiii nun even more, not just the
students who need that, but the people who are dependant on the income that
provides for the familv. Where emiMovrnen! ;s scarce, and verv little is
available, especially in small rural communities.
The schools in the urban communities have more variety of classes to take,
«%«pid i believe that taking the money out of rural schools will provide even

*1 ‘frimore for those urban schoolszand it will as Lhave heard dose some even

Lu

toyj"takmg money out ofrural schools.

IR

I'*more smaller schools than here Which will have a dynamic impact for those
y & i#0*~ communities.
{-dMiink. that ifthe money were to be taken out of the rural school, the State of
Alaska will also be affected financially. Because those who are left without
jobs will turn to the unemployment agency, or be depended on the food
stamp program to drain out the monev set aside Which will hurt also the
economy of the urban cities who do business with the rural communities.
Come on broaden your scope before you vote on this bill. Don'tjust look at
. .the money that goes to the schools. Just go to the airal school where
1 *hilinguai education is available and see for yourselves why the State of
ki“aska is sounique in its people and it's culture.
inviting you all to come see for yourself the Kwigillingok School Site,
jfy and how bilingual education is like, ana that would change your mind about
N

%ro % ank vou for taking your time to hear me./;

O'I"VcoQy Mt ReMrfesen VXV \imc

X \an
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CHEFORNAK SCHOOLS
PO Box 50

Chefornak, AK 99561
Phone 907-867-8700
Fax 907-867-8429

April 16,1998
Mark Hanley

House ofRepresentatives
State Capitol, Juneau, AK! 99801-1182

Dear Representative:

The Chefornak Associate School Board met Tuesday, April 14th. During this
meeting the impact of SB 36 on our school was discussed. The proposed cuts in
fundmgi particularly in Bilingual dollars would severely curtail the Yup'ik language
and cultural program that we have worked so hard to put together in recent years.
It seems (1U|te inconceivable that this bill which includes cuts to educational funding
is seriously considered when common knowledge and even the McDowell study

dictate increased funding.

We have heard the argument that fairess is an issue in the present funding
formula. We agree that a review of the formula isin order. But is it fair as
proposed in SB 36 to impose payroll taxes on the rural areas that are almost four
times higher in rural areas than the school taxes assessed property owners in

boroughs? We think not.

Therefore we ask that more consideration be given to the revision of the educational
funding formula with the goal of improving education in our great state and
improving the educational opportunities for all of Alaska's students. You asa
member of the 20th Alaska State Legislature have been given a responsibility to
pass legislation that is good for the people ofour state. SB 36 in its present form

does not meet that test
Quyana (Yup'ik for “Thank you’yt

Sincerely yours,

Peter Mathew Sr. Chairman
Chefornak Associate School Board
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KASHUNAMIUT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Resolution 98 - 05

THATTHE BOARD OF EDUCATION URGES THE GOVERNOR AND LEGISLATURE
TO REACH TOWARD WHAT ISPEST FOR ALASKA'S CHILDREN AND
COMMUNITIES INORDER TO PLACE ThvS AGENDA FOR IMPROVING EDUCATION
OF ALASKA'S STUDENTS BEFORE ALL CITIZENS AND STAKEHOLDERS

WHEREAS, the children of the State require the best Alaska political leadership
in order to protect their Alaska Constitutional rights lo an equal, tree, public education; and

WHEREAS, SB36 provides serious decreases in funding of education for some
school children; and

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska has not increased per student funding for schools,
generally, to offset ten years of inflation; and

WHEREAS, a theme of taxing incomes of those who can least afford it and

WHEREAS, the McDowell Study was prepared for what can be assumed to be a
legislative hidden agenda; and

WHEREAS, the significant dividiveness of proposed legislation that divides citizens
into rural arid highway camps, generally camps of haves and have nots; and

WHEREAS, litigation to challenge the constitutionality of SB36 will be a significant
expense to the State; and

WHEREAS, the fallout from innuendo and misinformation about SB36 requires
extensive and continuous debate about the state of education and options for dealing with
the future of Alaska’s public education, goals and finance; and

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 36 will force closures of some rural Alaska schools; and

WHEREAS, Rural Education Attendance Area schools in Alaska contribute
significantly to the State of Alaska through their Impact Aid Proprams;

NOW, THEREFORE BEITRESOLVED 1 The Governor and Legislature resolve
to appoint a Blue Ribbon Citizen Taskforce to recommend three opportunities that could
improve Alaska public schools and their services lo all Alaskan Children. 2. The Blue
Ribbon Citizen Taskforce recommend a revision of the Funding Act for Education that will



equitably support the unique needs of communities and children of Alaska and delivery
services on those opportunities. 3. The accountability for schools rests with local control
and an accountability system be established that hold districts and communities
accountable for public education. 4. The surplus of PFD be used to address the needs
of educating Alaskan children and ensuring that all health needs of Alaskan children are
being addressed and accomplished. 5. School leadership is held accountable for
reporting the expenditure of State Revenues in specified areas of the budget ax

determined by the Legislature and the Governor.

NOW,THEREFORE BE ITFURTHER RESOLVED, the Board of Education for
the Kashunamiut School District urges the Governor to veto the bill in its’ entirety.

ADOPTED this 13th day of April, 1998 at a duly convened meeting of the Kashunamiut
School District Board at which a quorum was present and voting.



M anley Hot Springs Gladys Dart School

Community School Comm ittee
P.O. Box 29
Manley Hot Springs, Alaska 99756
Ph/ Fax (907) 672-3202
3/31/98

Dear Legislator

The Manley Hot Springs Community School Committee would like to express
their concern over the potential cuts and other detrimental actions to the REAA's from
Senate Bill 36. How can cutting money from the rural schools be considered an
equitable solution. In our small school our children are provided with a decent
education, but it is without any of the extras of the larger school. There are no sports ,
music, or art programs, no shop facilities, or extracurricular activities. Teachers are
being asked to, and do provide a quality education for as many six grade levels in one
class. Consider also the costs of running a school in a rural area where high fuel and
electric costs take an inordinate percentage of the local budget. We already have a no-
frills educational budget, and to cut it further would be very detrimental to the students,
our children and our communities.

Alaska is not a poor state and we should not have to be fighting for funds, rural
vs urban factions pitted against each other. We urge you to please consider aH the
residents of the State when making your decisions on this important issue. Thank you

for your time.

Sincerely,

Gladys Dart School Community School Committee



April 2, 1998 )

R 15 1998

Honorable House of Representative Member

Juneau, Alaska

Dear Representativejrurrry

As a member of Edna Bay Community, | strongly urge you to find a
more equitable way to fund all of our children’s education other than
SB36. SB36 threatens all areas of rural lifestyle. My community is the
result of the state land sale program and has always strongly supported
public education; financially, personally, and physically.

Currently, our schooi enrollment is lower than SB36’s required
attendance of 10. 1f SB36 passes and our school closes, it is going to force
many families in our community to relocate and change their livelihood. |
don’t believe boarding schools or correspondence study are viable or
reasonable alternatives for our children’s education.

Please vote NO on SB36. I am certain you can find a better answer to

our education funding problems than SB36.

| sincerely thank you for taking me seriously.

Sincerely,
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Leslie Bag neI0841

Anchorte{gx; (faS[LIV%%

Representative Con Bundy
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol, Room 104
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Bunde; April 15, 1998

| received your letter of April 7, 1998 which indicates that you are firmly
supportive of SB 36. It is very rare for me to delve into the political arena. | trust that
there are special people, such as you, who thrive on public policy planning and | respect
and support them for the service. Since this is my first attempt to influence m
representative, | wish this letter could be congratulatory, however it feels adversarial.
Please consider my statement and ifyou find merit, find a way to impact this legislation.
First, | must comment on your letter. | realize that this is not a personal letter, but rather
a form intending to acknowledge my Public Opinion Message. However, the content is
condescending. | agree that all people of Alaska should make a local contribution to their
schools. | placed a call to the North Slope Borough since they would not only be
reduced, but would be totally without state school funding if SB 36 is passed. | asked
specifically if that Borough contributed in-kind or direcS dollars to the school district.
Apparently, their Assembly has consistently passed budge,'s that deluded strong support
for their school district. In feet now there is an attempt to penalLs .hem for that level of
support. They have been told that they spend loo much of their t”x dollars supporting
education! 1 do not have the time, nor is it myjob to check with all the other districts to
determine their level of local support for education. But | tend fo believe that the North
Slope is not the only district to provide in-kind and/or direct dollars.

It is incredulous to me that anyone could be expected to think that SB 36 has a
“fundamental goal ofimproving Alaska’s system of funding schools all around the state.”
This is not Robin Hood legislation. It clearly would take state money from the
predominately Native regions and place it in the city. | have been to several villages and
am personally aware that it is costlier to run programs when your district covers hundreds
ofsquare miles.

If my count is correct, twenty-one rural Alaska State School Districts will have
their education money reduced. Fifteen of these districts are over 77% native, and a
predominant number ofregions have high numbers of people who live below the poverty
level.

Another concern that is etf.iemely serious is the idea that the State of Alaska
lawmakers would even consider disenfranchising a whole region of the state. How can
we justify giving no educational services to the North Slope? Ifthe argument is that the
legislatures believe that the North Slope has plenty of money and so we can with hold
state services from them, please reconsider. This is one state. We have wildly diverse
regions and all of their rich cultures are what make this state unforgettable. Please stop

01
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legislation that is so divisive. Clever rhetoric can not cover the fact that legislatures from
Anchorage have lost the ability to be statesmen in the true sense of the word, and would
rather divide the state along racial and economic lines with this legislation.

The amount of money that my state will pay in legal fees if this legislation is
passed will probably be substantial. Please recognize that the state has a responsibility to
educate **; of its children. Please recognize that costs of running programs vary
according to not only the number ofch'ldren, but also the logistics of providing services
to remote locations often not connected by road systems. Please recognize that the
8reatest asset our state will ever have is its wonderful diversity. We must find a much

etter way to provide additional funding for the urban schools.
Thank you for your sincere consideration.

Leslie Bagne

Ps. Please let me know what your th_oug\hts are regarding the $10 million bond issue to
design and plan for two schools in Anchorage. The concept sounds extraordinary
expensive to me, and | have not seen information to support it.

Cc: Representative Randy Phillips
Representative Mark Hanley
' "*Representative Gene Therriault
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Anchorage School Board
P.0. Bo* 196614, Anchorage, Alaska 99619-6414 « (*07)3331-%41

Kathi Gillespie

2741 Seafarer Loop. Anchorage, Alaska 99516
(907) 345-5335; Fax (907) 345-9891

E-mail: Gillespic_Kathi@ msmail.asd.kl2.ak.us

-
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ANCHORAGE P N3 Anchorage School Board
P.0. Box 196614, Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6614 « (JOT) 333-95*1

SCHOOL g%tﬂlg l#e er Loop, Anchorage, Alaska 99616
DISTRICT E%mgllség-lll%%e Kat&@msmallasd kI2.ak.us
T0:; HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE
DATE: APRIL 19,1998
RE: B3

| understand that you will be discussing SB 36 on Monday and | want to encourage you,
on behalfofthe Anchorage School Board, to continue to pursue a foundation formula
change that is fair, equitable and understandable to the public. As | have been speaking
to groups throughout our city, it has become clear to me that this is a very important issue
in Anchorage. Our Chamber of Commerce, Assembly, Mayor, and School Board are
working together to bring equity to school funding and we encourage you as you work to
craft a solution for fair state funding for education.

Thank you for the effort you are making to support Alaska’s children.

Sincerely,

okLuu
Kathi Gillespie
Legislative Chairman
Anchorage School Board
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| prqy every day that God wil
continue to destroy this nation
because of the general support
by the people for saime. sex marriages
| hope the legislature will have
the backbone to put a stop to this
right now.
l(i 1

)
Rita Kasper

Box 520507

0.
Big Lake, Ak. 99652
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P.O. Box 35
Kwigillingok, Alaska 99622

April-17, 1998

Houaa France Committed

Slate Capital
Juneau, Alaska 99801- 1182

Dear House Finance Committee: A

Waaga casit?  WIInga assirtua. SB-aaq assltuq.
Nayaagaga elltneugagu Kacc-am nalluclqaa ganalra.
lgarcligacllqukuut yugcetun Igarcligacllqukut Call-llu
naglecllgacllqukut. Yugcetun kingan mlkelnguut

galartelarclqut.

Kelly Lewis
6th Grade
Treasure

P.S. It will hurt cur feelngs and I don't want toJet SB 36
pass and If It passes my younger sister won'tAable to

talk In yup'ik.
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E\Yavri T?g%%%
?ouse man e Committee
uneau, aRk %9801 1162
Dear House Finance Committee,

Ciiivgguq SB 38 piaftaageeclu assiituq yumtenun. Kitugan alltenaurat
yugtun elltenaurilrilt caliyuumilruoilqut maanl.  Tuaten pikan
Kwigillingok clmlrolqug cali-lu yuut elitnauryuumlilluteng.  Kitugan call
maani Kwigillngokmi yuut kass'atun klingan galartenglangolqut.

Mikeinguut taun kitugan ellinauryuumlruoliqut klingan-llu kas»*wiun
qalartenglangluteng.  Wangkuta elitnuarvigmi oaknek aklucinrltuukut call
elitnaurvigput mlk'nanl, elpecl taugam akiucipairtuci elltnaurvici-llu
angluni.

Wangnek,
Kendra Lewis

5th Grade
Vice Pres.

| don't like SB 36 because I is bad for our people and our school.
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Dear House Finance Committee,

WHnga assiilkaga Senate BIll-36- aag. Elltnaurlsteput Yugtun

(fdlaroetullt tamaroaouumliiankai MIkMnguut ellin<iug«i*lillt Pre-«chool

ami elitnauristenggeresqellukl anglinkuneng Iganeq wall'u naagineg
yugtun elisnganiaraat. Yugtun wlinga galartetuunga yugtun-liu
qalaterrlainaryugtua unguvallma lquanun. Kass'atun klingan
galarcuumlitua. Yugtun wil qalartelleq assikaga. Yuurtellruunga yugtun
qalarteilrianek nilllua. Taumek wiinga Yugtun galartelalranga.

Wongnok,

el

Class Pres.

The students will have a hard time understanding_their teacher if only
english were to be used. The teacher will have no”idea what the studen
aré talking about.

(S
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c\o Kwigillingok School
Kwlglolllngok A.K. 99622
April 17,1996

House Fiance Committee

State Capital
Juneau A.K. 99801-1182

Dear House Fianance Committee

SB sn-ftag fuutlitut. SB 36-aam akniroiiqokut. Wangkuta piyuumiitaput
SB36-aaq. Ellmikun tamaryuartug elltnaurlsteput. SB 36-aaq Itreskiu Jall-

amun wallutagevkarluku. llakavkutgaa wallu llakenrlitarpekut.

SB 36 Isbhad. SB 36 can hurtourfeelings. We dont want SB 36. Tha

reason why Iswe will lose Elsie, our Yup'ik teacher. We need to learn our

yupik calture. Dont letSB 36 become-taw. SB 36 Isa bad Idea. PutSB 36

Inthe Jal Sincergl
Eé’t’ua Martin
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P.O. Box 23
Kw_lﬁlllmgok Ak 99622
April 17. 1998

House Finance Committee

State Captlal
Juneau, Ak 99801-1182

Dear House FlInanace Committee,

Wlinga asslllkaga SB 36-aaq elltnauristet
yugtun gqalarcatullt aug'arclgut.  Pra-achool-at
ellsngalrucllqut yugtun tua-llu kassatun
tarlingevkenaateng.  Mlkelnguut tarlingevkenaateng
tuagam yugtun kanrutagamtegu tarlingetut.

Wilinga,

Luella Igkurak

6th grade
P.S. | hata Senate Bill 36 because the teacher that teach in
yup'ik will not be in echool. Pr#®ehoolar* won't get to
understand In yup'ik. Then they won't understand In English. The
little klda don't understand our teacher that talka In English

out If we talk to them In yup'ik they will understand us.



3T BY:Xerox Telecopier 1021 J4-22-88 ! 23UB - 180746522783 1

>0.Box 38
Kwigillingok, AK 99622
April 17, 1998
ouse Finance Committee
GPARE cinang
JurtAAU, AK QQflOI-1 1fi2
Dear House Finance Committee,

WHnga aesHIkage Senate Bill 36-aag. Elptessnek aklimek
plklcl. Clknavkenacl, elpetcenek akinek plklcl. Mikelnguut
|11cetcllgecllqut gugcetvn. Mikelnguut lllcugtut yugcetvn. Elpet una
naagsugngakuvgu neaglu. Wangkuta yugeetvn galartetuukut naaglagluta-Uu
yugcetvn. Yugcetvn elltnovristeput callvkarturyugenka yugeetvun.

P .s Il hate Senate bill 36.

W linga
Lyle Lewis
6th grade
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: Bay 77
KwT;;lIIIlngok Ak

House FlnanceCommiteo

State Capita!

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senate Finance Comm ltee,

SB 36-aaq assltug. Kltuugan tauna SB 36-aaq milkelnguut
tariingessciigaciiqut kassatstun.  Tuall elisskata kassaystun

yugtestun qalartescilgaliirluteng.  Elitnaurlstet maanl

elitnauriiyuurunaateng.

W linga,

Darcy Beaver
5th grade

P.S. lreally hate SB 3611



RepOoSey tainz. titarh (-fan|cud,
Rm. §n7|A'Iaska State Legislator
State Capital (MS3100)

Juneau, Alaska 99801- 1182

Annie Katherine Obruk
Shishmaref High School
P.O. Box 72048
Shishmaref Alaska, 99772

Dear fh OXfc. HoT)

| am writing to you in regards to the Senate Bill 36.

Please do not vote for this bill because too much money would b. taken
from rural schools. This would mean we would lose extracurricular
activities and other important programs from our school.

The school is very much part of the community, and the community
enjoys watching the basketball games and other activities going on in
the village.

Going to school in Shishmaref is very important to me, because | enjoy
being with my family and helping out my grandparents. If the bill is
passed, we may no longer have a high school.

If | had to go to a boarding school, | would not be able to spend time
with my family and would not learn things about my culture.
To me, my culture is very important , and learning the way my
grandparents learned when they were younger. | enjoy listening to my
grandparents' telling stories about their childhood.

In closing, | would just urge you not to pass the hbill.

Annie Katherine Obruk

Grade: 10th
Shishmaref High School Student
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A Fax from the
A laska G atew ay School D istrict
Darroll Hargraves, Superintendent

P.O. Box 226
Tok, AK 99780

Phone:(907) 883-5151 Fax:(907) 883-4356
Deliver Fax To: Representative Hanley
Fax #: (907)465-388" 249
Sender: Barbara Pine
Sender's Phone #: (907) 883-5151
# of Pages Sent: 4 (including this cover sheet)
Date Fax Sent: April 9,1998
Message:
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If you do notreceive all of this fax, please call (907) 883-5151.



©iVyg
PETITION AGAINST
SENATE BILL 36 H"9 1998

fitte r

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, STRONGLY OBJECT TO SENATE BILL 36.
THIS BILL IS UNJUST AND PROMOTES ONE CLASS OF PEOPLE OVER
ANOTHER. THESE REDUCTIONS TO OUR RURAL SCHOOLS WILL HARM
OUR CHILDREN FOR GENERATIONS. IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO PROVIDE
QUALITY EDUCATION IN THE RURAL AREAS WITHOUT ADEQUATE

AND APPROPRIATE FUNDING.

TO TAX PEOPLE WHO ARE ALREADY LIVING BELOW THE POVERTY
LEVEL IS TO BE IGNORANT OF THE REALITY THAT EXISTS IN RURAL
ALASKA. TO FURTHER PUNISH RURAL ALASKANS BY TAKING AWAY

MUCH NEEDED EDUCATIONAL FUNDING PROMOTES AND WIDENS THE
GAP BETWEEN THE “HAVES” AND “THE HAVE NOTS”.

SB 36 WILL DOOM GENERATIONS OF RURAL CHILDREN TO A LIFE OF
EDUCATIONAL SHORTCOMINGS AND THE INABILITY TO COMPETE
EQUALLY FOR JOBS AND SCHOLARSHIPS.

WE STAND UNITED AGAINST SB 36 AND URGE THE ALASKA
L'NITLATUPKE. ™ STAND WITH RURAL ALASKA AND DEFEAT THISO
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RECEIVED
36 ApR -9 1998

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, S BJECT
THIS BILL 1S UNJUST AND PROMOTES ONE CLAS
ANOTHER. THESE REDUCTIONS TO OUR RURAL SCH
QUR CHILDREN FOR GENERATIONS. IT IS NOT POSS

UALITY EDUCATION_IN THE RURAL AREAS WITHOUT ADEQUATE

ND APPROPRIATE FUNDING.

T0 TAX PEOPLE WHO ARE ALREADY LIVING BELOW THE POVERTY
LEVEL IS TO BE IGNORANT OF THE REALITY THAT EXISTS IN RURAL
ALASKA. TO FURTHER PUNISH RURAL ALASKANS BY TAKING AWAY
MUCH NEEDED EDUCATIONAL FUNDING PROMOTES AND WIDENS THE
GAP BETWEEN THE "HAVES" AND “THE HAVE NOTS'.

B 36 WILL DOOM GENERATIONS OF RURAL CHILDREN TO A LIFE OF
EDUCATIONAL SHORTCOMINGS AND THE INABILITY TO COMPETE
EQUALLY FOR JOBS AND SCHOLARSHIPS.

WE STAND UNITED AGAINST SB 36 AND URGE THE ALASKA
LMLATURE. vn STAND WITH RURAL ALASKA AND DEFEAT THIS



WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, STRONGLY OBJECT TO §
THIS BILL 1S UNJUST AND PROMOTES ONE CLASS OF

ANOTHER. THESE REDUCTIONS TO OUR RURAL SCHOOLS WILL HARM
OUR CHILDREN FOR GENERATIONS. IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO PROVIDE
UALITY EDUCATION IN THE RURAL AREAS WITHOUT ADEQUATE

ND APPROPRIATE FUNDING.

TO TAX PEOPLE WHO ARE ALREADY LIVING BELOW THE POVERTY
LEVEL IS TO BE IGNORANT OF THE REALITY THAT EXISTS IN RURAL
ALASKA.  TO FURTHER PUNISH nURAL ALASKANS BY TAKING AWAY
MUCH NEEDED EDUCATIONAL FUNDING PROMOTES AND WIDENS THE
GAP BETWEEN THE "HAVES" AND “THE HAVE NOTS'.

B 36 WILL DOOM GENERATIONS OF RURAL CHILDREN TO A LIFE OF
EDUCATIONAL SHORTCOMINGS AND THE INABILITY TO COMPETE
EQUALLY FOR JOBS AND SCHOLARSHIPS.

WE STAND UNITED AGAINST SB 36 AND URGE THE ALASKA
UMUGE to STAND WITH RURAL ALASKA AND DEFEAT THIS

ENATE BILL 36
PEOPLE OVER
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Resolution #98-6
Opposition to SB-36 by the Alaska G ateway
School District, Board of Education

whereas, the Alaska Gateway School District has been in a severe cost
cutting mode for the past several years; and

whereas, the state foundation funding for public schools has not kept
pace with inflation over the past decade; and

whereas, the Alaska Gateway School District sees a bleak year though
the next budget cycle if additional funding isn't realized; and

Whereas, Certain legislators have shown themselves to be ﬁ)ersistent.in
trying to cut even further the funding that REAAs in the rural areas will

recelve; and

whereas, the proposed legislation, SB-36, will further reduce the state
funding to Alaska Gateway School District; and

Whereas, 32 School districts acioss the state with enrollments of
21,000 children will be further cut by SB-36; and

Whereas, the sponsors of SB-36 have shown themselves to be parochial
in their thinking without giving due attention lo the entire needs of the
state; and further, if the funding cuts in SB-36 are allowed to bhecome

law, the legislature will have shown itself to be racially biased and may
violate the constitutional rights to equal protection of the law; and

whereas, the Alaska Gateway School District Board of Education believes
that support should be given to increasing funding for all school districts
in the state of Alaska to account for inflation over the past decade;

Now therefore be it resolved, by the Members of the Alaska Gateway
School District Board of Education that the legislature be asked to vote
against SB-36 in any form;



Resolution #98-6
page 2

And further, that the legislature be encouraged to increase foundation
funding in the current statute which will allow additional funding for
every school and student in the state of Alaska whether urban or rural.

Larry Weisz, Sf:, SclrodTBoard Pi dnt

Tom Teasdale, Sghool Board. Vice-Rresident * Licue j

Don Spitler, Scrool Board Member



T he A laska F arm B ureau IB8

P.O.Box 2410 e Palmer, AK 99645
Fax 745-2727

29 March 1998

POSITION STATEMENT ON SCHOOL FUNDING ISSUES

It is the position and belief of the Alaska Farm Bureau that no group of Alaska school
children should have to suffer the loss of state education dollars. While the Alaska
Farm Bureau acknowled%es the cost of operating a school, district has gone up since
the advent of the current funding formula, there  are certain inequities n the current
funding formula. It is our opinion”that the solution should not be to increase funding to
urban ‘areas of the state hy takmq dollars away from the Rural and Bush areas, The
current version of SB36 proposes 1o take dollars away from 32 of the 54 school districts
and redistribute those funds to the remaining 22 districts.

Thank you for tr ,ng the time to review our feelings on this important issue.

Respectfully submitted:

Robert Franklin, President



APR 14 1998
March 31, 1998

Honorable House of Representative Member
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Representative:

| am writing to you to ask you to vote no on SB36. This bill will drastically effect
education in the rural setting. As it is the city schools have many advantages over the
rural villages. This bill would only take more from us. Ifind it ironic and hypocritical
that some of those republicans who voted for SB36 are those who earlier stood in front
of the TV cameras and said we want to support “all the children of Alaska" Are the
children iri the villages not as important as the city school children? Do they not have
the same rights to succeed?

| wish those who voted in favor of this hill would come to rural Alaska and live,
not just visit, for a day or two, in order to understand the impact that passing this bill
would have. Schools in rural Alaska are more than buildings that serve to educate.
They are the center of most rural communizes, they are where everything happens,

It also infuriates me when | hear that rural Alaska does not pay their share.
Many of the businesses and organizations, including the legislature, exist because of
rural Alaska.

How can we truly educate without the tools to do so? Is this hill really what is
best for flIL Alaskan children? I don't think so and Ido not think the people of Alaska
think so either. | urge you to vote against this piece of legislature.

Sincerely,
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April 9,1998

WE THE PARENTS, STUDENTS, TEACHERS AND
COMMUNITY RESIDENTS OF DOT LAKE ARE
STRONGLY OPPOSED TO SENATE BILL 36.

NAME ADDRESS [PHONE
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April 9, 1998

WE THE PARENTS, STUDENTS, TEACHERS AND
COMMUNITY RESIDENTS OF DOT LAKE ARE
STRONGLY OPPOSED TO SENATE BILL 36.
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April 9, 1998

WE THE PARENTS, STUDENTS, TEACHERS AND
COMMUNITY RESIDENTS OF DOT LAKE ARE
STRONGLY OPPOSED TO SENATE BILL 36.
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April 9,1998

WE THE PARENTS, STUDENTS, TEACHERS AND
COMMUNITY RESIDENTS OF DOT LAKE ARE
STRONGLY OPPOSED TO SENATE BILL 36.
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April 3,1998
Honorable Sir,

We need to re-assess priorities.
No one to whom I've spoken wants a balanced budget more than they want to serve all of Alaskas

children with a good basic education

1have never suffered the notion that rural schools have to have science labs equal to
Anchorages, nor arts programs the quality of Juneaus, nor even sports programs good as Ketchikans. |
do think it is of paramount importance that we do everything we can to insure that EVERY child in
Alaska has the opportunity to leant to read, write, fi?ure, think, and learn.

Unless we enjoy spending money on social services for under-acheivers (including unwed
mothers and substance abusers), refonn schools, prisons and many other ‘too-little-too-late' remedial
efforts; we need to be sure to empower our children by teaching them to use their brains.

We have a lot to be proud of in our district. We have children being fostered in our communities
who are doing better academically than they were in the larger communities from which they came. Oh
yes, a caring family is part of the solution...but, that caring family is here in the bush.

Our district has moved a long way toward solving the labor/management divisiveness and has
greatly increased the time, money and spirit available for child education by implementing Collaborative
Contract Review...getting a thrifty three year contract with our teachers...and untold good-will!

We are well on our way to implementing the standards recently formulated by the state and are
about to begin the Alaska Onward To Excellance program which is designed to involve all strata of
community in developing educational goals.

We do our own superintendent search, in order to save money, to assure that we'll get a good fit,
AND to practice inclusion...we use an eleven person committe involving teachers, office staff and board
members to recommend to the board a short list and to participate in the in-person interviews prior to the
board makin? the final choice.

We'll save a bundle because we're moving our central office from Ketchikan to the classrooms in
the gym in Thorne Bay, the only gym in the district, by the way.

We've just totally over-hauled our policy, utilizing the professional services of AASB, and once
again, doing it ourselves, getting a good fit and saving money.

We're going to save money self-insuring our employees benefits package. We invited teachers
and office staff tojoin the committee to investigate and recommend to the board; resulting in good
decisions, more inclusion and yet more good will!

All of us came to the great Alaskan bush for our own reasons... those reasons all have to do with
the quality of life; none of us intended to saci ifice the quality of our childrens education in order to realize
our bush Alaska dream.

To quote one of our teachers,"We may be LITTLE, we may be PODUNK, but we're GOOD!"

She's right.
Please apply your considerable talents to finding a belter way to satisfy your qu.ie reasonable

devotion to fiscal responsibility.

Southeastlsland School District
8048 Kosciusko Drive,
Edna Bay, Alaska 99917



April 2, 1998

Honorable House of Representative Member

Juneau, Alaska

Dear Representative:

As a member of Edna Bay Community, | strongly urge you to find a
more equitable way to fund all of our children’s education other than
SB36. SB36 threatens all areas of rural lifestyle. My community is the
result of the state land sale program and has always strongly supported
public education; financially, personally, and physically.

Currently, our school enrollment is lower than SB36’s required
attendance of 10. If SB36 passes and our school closes, it is going to force
many families in our community to relocate and change their livelihood. |
don’t believe boarding schools or correspondence study are viable or
reasonable alternatives for our children’s education.

Please vote NO on SB36.1am certain you can find a better answer to

our education funding problems than SB36.

| sincerely thank you for taking me seriously.

Sincerely,



April 7, 1998

4Pt
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Dear Representative Hanley,

| have lived in rural Alaska for 20+ years and have seen a great deal of change in rural
education. In the late 1970’s education was valued in “bush” Alaska and many students worked
hard to prove they were the equal of “those” outside the village. In many cases the hard work and
importance placed on education paved the way for success today and supported the premise of
equal ability. In villages today, young people who were first exposed to “western education™ in
the “70s are beginning to emerge as leaders in their communities. In the past ten to twe_lve¥ears, I
haven’tseen the same importance placed on education by today’s students nor do | see it reflected
in communities’ attitudes toward education. Unfortunately, in many rural Alaskan communities,
schools have become just another resource to be tapped by the community for employment,
recreation, entertainment, and community meetings. In these communities, schoals are no longer
seen as providers of a service focused on preparing young people for the future. Many solutions
have been considered and some have merit, but SB36 is not one of these.

Accountability is needed in schools throughout Alaska. The state has begun a much
needed movement toward accountability with the adogtion of standards identifying what students
should know and be able to do as a result of public schooling. The implementation of an “exit
exam” in 2002, mandated standardized testing, and the Governor’s Educational Initiative are till
positive steps. Meetmg these standards and requirements is not beyond the capabilities of rural
students, but they will definitely not be able lo meet them if their educational opportunity is taken

away.

| would not be opposed to SB36 if I truly helieved the intent was educational reform
and accountability. However, I sec the bill as simpIK a venue for shifting money from one area of
the stale to another rather than an effort to improve the quality of education statewide. The timing
0f SB36 makes me think of the o?portunlst who has stood by quietly while gunmen hooraw the
towm; then, while everyone is still trying lo make sense of what has happened, walks in and takes
what lie or she wants. Rural schools have been told they will have to meet new standards in 3 to 4
years or face the potential closing of schools. Now, they are being told they will also have to do it
with less money. At the same lime, under SB36, uiban districts are being told they will have to
meet the same standards and will have to do it with more money.

The rhetoric and bombast has centered on the issue of money. The discussion ought to
center on provision of an equitable educational program statewide that meets local needs. After
determination of what constitutes an equitable program, determination of financial costs should be
made based on cost differentials. For instance, the need for a chemistry lab exists in Kenai but not
in the school I'am in. However, | believe the need for a woods and metal shop is probably greater
in Kon?|ganak than the need for a chemistry lab is in Kenai if we look at the percent of students

who will use each facility.

Every school and every district can cite financial woes. Anchorage can speak honestly
of overcrowded classrooms and high transportation costs. | can speak about working in a building
built lor 75 students but housing 119 - 159% of planned capacity. This same building is built like
awarehouse with grades 3-12 taught in one large open area. Noise and distractions are a way of
life in this bUIIdln? but we do not have the money to fix the problem. 1can speak of a 90,00
?.allon water squ y to serve the school for 1SO days, barring weekend activities. This comes to a
ittle over 3 gallons per day per person when we figure students and employees in the building.



The supply also serves the bathing and washing needs of staff and families in addition to the
normal needs of school food service, cleaning, and sanitation. To operate at all, we must generate
our own power and now have to replace the power plant floor because the generators are sinking
through it. The water storage tank has settled so we also need to re-plumb and build a new
utilidor. The building’s floors are rotting and we are patchln.? spots as they become dangerous.
One hundred fourteen of one hundred nineteen students qualify for free or reduced meals. We
serve breakfast to approximately 95 students and 110 lunches every day. These are facts and they
differ markedly from the facts an urban area would cite. W hat neither of these positions deals with

is the educational program being offered.

An equitable educational proFram in rural Alaska costs more than in the urban areas.
Economy of scale and proximity are reality. Forexample, we were connected to the Internetin
January of this year and are tryln? to take advantage of what modern technology has to offer.
Shlpp_ln? of our computer lab tables was going to costjust over $1,500 to site or approximately
$860 if I could pick them up in Anchorage. Travel for 12 students and two chaperones to a nearby
VI||a896 for academic competition cost $T,650. Lastyear utilities for the site were budgeted at
$118,800 and | was just notified Ihe prOJleqted cost overrun was $17,100. That comes to
approximately $1,142 per student for utilities alone. Ata comparable rate, a school of 2,000 could
expect a utility bill of $2,284,000, but this is not the cost in Anchorage or Fairbanks.

The breadth and d_eFth of the educational program will be, and should be, greater in
urban areas. But, there arc still fundamental needs in rural Alaska such as instructors, support
personnel, materials, supplies, facilities, and maintenance that are going to cost more because of

size and location.

Often people disaé;ree with a pro(fosal, as | do with SB36, without offering alternative
proposals or possibilities. 1 dislike that tendency, so here goes:

1. With the measures now in place I believe the Governor’s Initiative should be made

more definitive and timelines put in place. In the next two years, school years 1998-99and 1999-
2000, schools should be put on notice that |fther do not meet a floor on standardized testmﬂ (say a
12% gain for any school currently having school wide scores helow 30 and a minimum of the 25th
ﬁercentlle) they will be taken over by the state and local advisory boards dissolved. They will then
ave two years from the time of slate takeover to make the floor set by the state. |also helieve the
exit exam should be used as one deicrmining factor. In any four-year period, schools would be
required to have at least 75% of students takm%the exitexam pass it in order to remain a non-
En ihalionary school. Schools that don’t meet baseline criteria will be closed or downsized.

ducation would then be offered through distance delivery and correspondence studies with
teachers, L.,er innumber, acting as facilitators.

2. Consolidation of districts - There are several areas ir the state where single site
schools arc surrounded by a multi-site school district. Also, such as on Prince of W ales Island,
there arc multiple small school districts that, 1believe, would benefit from consolidation. There are
currentIY 27 school districts in the stale with enroliments under 500. As long as the battle lines are
drawn, I believe now would be a good time to introduce consolidation as an alternative to shifting

of money.

3. Closing small schoo , -Similar in nature is the idea of closing small schools. There
are 77 schools in the state with enrollments between 1-25. Even if these were all two-teacher
schools, | would guestlon the educational efficacy of a school where two teachers were trying to
cover all the standards for 13 grade levels.



_ 4. Incorporate technolo?.ical delivery systems in small schools. Usin% integrated
learning systems (ILS); distance delivery systems such as those on-line courses offered by North
Dakota (NDIS), STEP/STAR, and Galena; many small schools could offer most mandated courses
via delivered instruction. The teachers at site would then become more like facilitators than actual
instructors. Use of technology would be less labor intensive at site and districts would be able to
save on personnel costs by making on-line instructors and students responsif le for more of the
Iearr]lngi. As facilitators, teachers could oversee and assist with several courses and several
curricular areas. If this were the case, the size of buildings in the village would be reduced and
concomitantly maintenance costs etc. would go down. Australia’s School-of-the-Air might be a
good model to explore if provision of education to highly scattered populations over long distances

was to be done Ifom a central location.

5. Establish regional boarding schools. It appears contrary to common sense to spend
more money in districts where students arc successful after taking it away from districts with
poorly performing students. If education in rural school is not keepinﬁ pace, use the money being
taken from village schools to establish regional high schools where village students could board
anil lake advantage of the broad range educational programs enjoyed by students in the more urban

districts.

6. Establish an educational buying co-op modeled after the King County Directors
Association (KCDA) out of Washington. This co-op would serve all of Alaska’s schools and
districts and brln?( about some uniformity in what materials and supplies are used throughout the
state through bulk buying, competitive pricing, and lower cost.

Sincerely,

Principal



Vi o Wwi 13
Rmjo,/ Alaska State Legislator

State Capitol (MS3100)
Juneau, Ak 99801-1182 NAS>

%

Shishmaref High School
#1 Seaview Lane
Shishmaref, Ak 99772

(907) 649-3021
email address:  kgalusha@shishmaref.bssd.schoolzone.net

Dear *W ’

This letter is in regards to the Senate Bill 36. What you are
doing is very unethical to Rural Alaska. Boarding schools would
probably come back to Rural Alaska. This would be a regression in
education in Rural Alaska. We think it is unethical because most of
the students that go to Shishmaref High School don't want to go to
boarding schools. Li we went to boarding schools it would affect our
way of life. Families need the help from their children for
subsistence. A subsistence lifestyle is very important to families that
live in Shishmaref. It is important because that is where we get
most of our food we live on.

The Senate Bill 36 would alsoaffect our education by taking
away the special education program, vocational education program,
extracurricular activities, the library, the computer labs, the aides
that help the students, and the staffthatmake education possible.

The attached signatures are Shishmaref residents opposing SB

36.

Sincerely,

Shishmaref High School
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Kim Smith
P.O. Box NKI
Naukati, AK 99950

Representative Mark Hanley
Room 507

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

My Name is Kimberly Smith. | am an eleventh grade student at Naukati
Schooi. | am writing in concern about Senate Bill 36. What will happen to
the future of the children whose schools are closed? | know you're trying
to do good things, and the only way | can see that happening is if you do
not vote for Senate bill 36. All | ask is you consider all the possibilities
of saving our schools rather than getting rid of them. Thank you.

Sincerely,



Mike Howard
Box NKI -
Ketchikan, AK 99950
Representative Hanley, Mark
Republican, Dist. 12
Capital Room 507
Honorable Representative Hanley,
Hi, my name is Mike Howard and | go to school in Naukati.

| think it is unfair to fund schools that have more students because they
are in cities. In the rural areas funding has already reduced our sports and
music has been cut. |am asking you to vote against SB 36.

Thank you for reading my letter.

Sincerely,

Mike Howard



P.O. Box NKI
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Mark Hanley
Room 507

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

| am opposed to Senate Bill 36 for the following reasons: It is

irresponsible to set 10 as a minimum number for funding. All students
deserve an equal opportunity for an education. Winners and losers are
created by SB 36. Districts are pitted against districts in a battle for

redistribution of funding.

Please consider the needs of all children and vote against SB 36.

Sincerely.



P.0. Box NKI
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Mark Hanley
Room 507

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

| am opposed to Senate Bill 36 for the following reasons: It is

irresponsible to set 10 as a minimum number for funding. All students
deserve an equal opportunity for an education. Winners and losers are
created by SB 36. Districts are pitted against districts in a battle for

redistribution of funding.

Please consider the needs of all children and vote against SB 36.

Sincerely,



P.0. Box NKI
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Mark Hanley
Room 507

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

| am opposed to Senate Bill 36 for the following reasons: It is

irresponsible to set 10 as a minimum number for funding. All students
deserve an equal opportunity for an education.. Winners and losers are
created by SB 36. Districts are pitted against districts in a battle for

redistribution of funding.

Please consider the needs of all children and vote against SB 36.

Sincerely,



P.0. Box NKI
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Mark Hanley
Room 507

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

| am opposed to Senate Bill 36 for the following reasons: It is

iresponsible to set 10 as a minimum number for fundir®. All students
deserve an equal oplgortunity for an education. Winners and losers are
created by SB 36. Districts are pitted against districts in a battle for

redistribution of funding.

Please consider the needs of all children and vote against SB 36.

Sincerely,



P.O. Box NKI
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Mark Hanley
Room 507

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

| am opposed to Senate Bill 36 for the following reasons: It is

iIrresponsible to set 10 as a minimum number for funding. All students
deserve an equal opportunity for an education. Winners and losers are
created by SB 36. Districts are pitted against districts in a battle for

redistribution of funding.
Please consider the needs of all children and vote against SB 36.

Sincerelv.






P.O. Box NK
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Mark Hanley
Room 507

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

| am opposed to Senate Bill 36 for the following reasons: It is

iresponsible to set 10 as a minimum number for funding. All students
deserve an equal opportunity for an education. Winners and losers are
created by SB 36. Districts are pitted against districts in a battle for

redistribution of funding.

Please consider the needs of all children and vote against SB 36.



P.0. Box NKI
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Mark Hanley
Room 507

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

| am opposed to Senate Bill 36 for the following reasons: It is

irresponsible to set 10 as a minimum number for funding. All students
deserve an equal opportunity for an education. Winners and losers are
created by SB 36. Districts are pitted against districts in a battle for

redistribution of funding.

Please consider the needs of all children and vote against SB 36.

Sincerely,



P.0. Box NKI
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Mark Hanley
Room 507

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

| am opposed to Senate Bill 36 for the following reasons: It is

irresponsible to set 10 as a minimum number for funding. All students
deserve an equal opIJ)oortunlty for an education. Winners and losers are
created by SB 36. Districts are pitted against districts in a battle for

redistribution of funding.

Please consider the needs of all children and vote against SB 36.

Sincerely,

C i . sl



P.O. Box NKI
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Mark Hanley
Room 507

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

| am opposed to Senate Bill 36 for the following reasons: It is

iresponsible to set 10 as a minimum number for funding. All students
deserve an equal opportunity for an education. Winners and losers are
created by SB 36. Districts are pitted against districts in a battle for

redistribution of funding.
Please consider the needs of all children and vote against SB 36.

Sincerely,



Maria K. Porter
P.0. Box NKI
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Mark Hanley
Room 507

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

MV name is Maria K Porter. | live in Southeast Alaska on Prince of Wales
Island. Please take part in saving our schools and vote against Senate Bill

36.

Sincerely,

Maria K. Porter



Jeff Weinke
P.O. Box NKI
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Mark Harney
Room 507

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

My name is Jeff Weinke and | am a ninth grade student at Naukati School. |
would Appreciate it if you would vote against SB 36. This bill would cut
funding to rural schools and force closure of small schools. Thank you

9inrprplyv



Tucker Thompson
Box NKI -
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Hanley, Mark
Republican, Dist. 12
Capital Room 507

Honorable Representative Hanley,

My nar ie is Tucker Thompson. |am an 8th grade student at Naukati
School. | am writing to you about my concerns on SB 36. | am asking you
to vote against this bill because it will decrease our schools funding and

force closure of the smaller schools.

Sincerely,

Tucker Thompson



Thomas C. Ruckman

P.0. Box NKI
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Mark Hanley
Room 5Q7

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

| am an 8th grade student at Naukati School. My name is Thomas C.
Ruckman. | am writing to you because | think SB 36 is not fair. | don't
think that large schools should get money at the expense of small schools.
| would immensely appreciate it if you would vote against Senate Bill 36.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Thomas C. Ruckman



Amber Carl
Box NKI -
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Hanley, Mark
Republican, Dist. 12
Capital Room 507

Honorable Representative Hanley,

My name is Amber Carl. I'm one of 38 students at Naukati School.
Naukati is in Southeast Island School District. If SB 36 passes, 5 of our
schools would close. | would appreciate it if you would vote against SB
36.

Thank you for your time!

Sincerely

Ambeir Carl



Cassandra Huffman
P.0. Box NK
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Mark Hanley
Room 507

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

My name is Cassandra Huffman, | am twelve years old and in the seventh
grade at Naukati School in Naukati, Alaska. | am writ ing to ask you to vote
against Senate Bill 36 for man% reasons,

| think all students deserve a chance to have a fair education, even if t hey
live in a rural area with ten or fewer students. Senate Bill 36 is going to
close many schools and take away the chance to get an education who live
in-a rural area. It will aiso reduce funding from schools like my school
that has 38 st uden ts and give the funding to larger schools,

Our schools already have funding that can't get much lower. Students
shouldn't get less of an education just because they happen to live in a
rural area. Students should all have the same chance to get a good

education.

Thank %ou for listening to my concerns about Senate Bill 36. | hope you
make the decision to vote against this hil.

Sincerely,

Cassandra Hurrman



Ryan Holmes
P.0. Box NKI
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Mark Hanley
Room 507

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Reo. Mark Hanley:

My name is Ryan Holmes. | am 13 years old and | live in Naukati, Alaska.
I'm writing this letter to you because | want you to realize that if you
vote for Senate Bill 36, and if it passes, five of our schools in Southeast
Island School District will be closed because of too few students. This
will also effect funding for school supplies such as computers, books, and
paper. | really appreciate you reading my letter and | hope you have taken
my concerns into consideration.

Sincerely,




Desiree Watkins
P.0. Box NKI
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Mark Hanley
Room 507

State Capicol

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Honorable Rep. Mark Hanley:

M% name is Desiree Marie Watkins. I'm in the sixth grade at Naukati School
which has 38 students. |am writing in concern of Senate bill 36. | am
asking you prevent SB 36 from being passed. |am very aware of this bill
and do not believe a bill that is unfair to kids should be passed. Al kids
should have an equal opportunity to an education. Five of cur district’s

schools would lose funding if the bill passes. I'm asking you to vote
against Senate Bill 36.

Thank you for taking your time to read this and taking this letter into
consideration.

Sincerely,

Desiree Watkins



Bryan Thompson
Box NKI -
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Hanley, Mark
Republican, Dist. 12
Capital Room 507

Honorable Representative Hanley,

Hi, my name is Bryan Thompson. | live in Naukati Bay Alaska. |am 12
years old. | am concerned about Senate Bill 36. With all due respect sir, |
think you are makiing a big mistake, because if this bill passes it will
shut down many schools in Southeast Alaska and we wouldn’t get an
education. | would be happy if you would vote against this hill.

Thank You,
Bryan Thompson



josh C. Musser
Box NKI -
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Hanley, Mark
Republican, Dist, 12
Capital Room 507

Honorable Representative Hanley,

| am Josh Musser from Naukati School. |am writing about SB 36. | think
it is unfair to fund schools with large numbers and not those with smaller
numbers. All children deserve an equal opportunity for an education. Five
Southeast Island Schools will close if the hill passes.

| am in the 8th grade. |am 14 years old and want an education.
Please vote against SB 36.

Sincerely,

Josh C. Musser



Duke Ramsdell
Box NKI -
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Hanley, Mark
Republican, Dist. 12
Capital Room 507

Honorable Representative Hanley,
| am in the 9th grade and | am writing to You in regiards to Senate Bill 36.
Please vote against this bill. Small schools would lose funding and some

would have to close. The hig schools should not be getting most of the
funding. Education should be available to all students, regardless of

where they live.
Please vote against SB 36.

Sincerely,

Duke Ramsdell



Venessa Richter
Box NKI -
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Hanley,. Mark
Republican, Dist. 12
Capital Room 507

Honorable Representative Hanley,

My name is Venessa Richter. I'm a 7th grade student at Naukati school.
Naukati school is a school that has 38 kids. | think that it is not fair to
fund schools with large numbers and not those with smaller numbers, all
children deserve an equal education. Please don't let Senate Bill 36 pass.

Vote against SB 36.

Sincerely,

Venessa Richter



Shay M. McLeod
Box NKI -
Ketchikan, AK 99950

Representative Hanley, Mark
Republican, Dist, 12
Capital Room 507

Honorable Representative Hanley,

Hi, My name is Shay McLeod and I'm in the 7th grade at Naukati Middle

School.

| am writing to you with concerns about Senate Bill 36. | live in a rual
area and | think that it is an unfair bill. | think that we deserve the same
resources that bigger schools have. It is bad enough that our budget is so
low that we already have lost our mucic programs and sports. Cutting the
budget lower would hurt us even more. Please, vote against Senate Bll

36.

Sincerely,

/H. Lecyi
Shay M. McLeod



4.-10-1998 12:04°PM FROM P.T.A.M.S./JTUNUNAK 907 652 6028

April 10, 1998

Rep. Con Bunde

House of Representatives
State Capitol, Room 104
Juneau, Ak. 99801-1182

Re: SB 36
| am a Yupik resident of Tununak who opposes SB 36. | feel that the bill, if it

passes, will take from the poor and give to the rich,

The BIA built a school in Tununak in the 1950's. At that time, the system did
everything for parents, making them feel that only the school knew what was best for
their children, and that they should not be involved with their children's educations.
After the Molly Hootch lawsuit in the 1970s, small high schools were built in villages
and parents hecame more aware of what was needed for their childrens education.

| am a member of the Tununak Advisory School Board, and | have seen
improvements in parental support of education in Tununak. Parents are getting
involved. The Alaska Onward to Excellence process is used in the Tununak school,
where parents, school staff, the students and community members work together to
come up with goals that will work in both Western and Yup'ik cultures. Equal

emphasis is placed on hoth cultures in the school, and students are succeeding. At



1-10-1998 12:05PM FROM P.T.A.M.S./TUNUNAK 907 652 6028

our recent third quarter student-parent conferences, 91% of parents attended. Parents
do care about education of their children in rural Alaska.

| feel that if the legislature passes SB 36, this will be a major setback for the
state of Alaska. The legislature should not take money from one district to fund
another. |think we need to look for additional funding sources for urban districts, but
not at the expense of the quality of education in rural areas.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely

Victor J. Kanrilak, Jr.



4-13-1998 1:52PM FROM PLATINUM TRADITIONAL 979 8178

TRADITIONAL VILLAGE OF PLATINUM

P.O. Box 8
Platinum, Alaska 99651

RESOLUTION No. 98-02

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING ALASKA SENATE BILL NO. 36 ENTITLED “AN ACT
RELATING TO THE PUBLIC SCHOOL FUNDING PROGRAM; RELATING TO THE
DEFINITION OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT, TO THE TRANSPORTATION OF STUDENTS, TO
SCHOOL DISTRICT LAYOFF PLANS, TO THE SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES
AGENCY, AND TO THE CHILD CARE GRANT PROGRAM AND PROVIDING FOR AN

EFFECTIVE DATE.”

WHEREAS, The Platinum Traditional Council is the tribal governing body for the Traditional
Village of Platinum, a federally-recognized Indian Tribe recognized and such by the United

States, and

WHEREAS, The most important resource ofthe villages is its children and it is of critical
importance to provide for the future and well-being of the children through education which is a
basic human rights available to all children no matter where they live or what their ethnic

background is, and

WHEREAS, The State of Alaska formed and funded Rural Education Attendance Area School
Districts to enable equitable and fair access to education of children living in rural remote

villages throughout Alaska, and

WHEREAS, Education ofthe children through the Rural Education Attendance Area School
District is \ ital not only to provide for the future of the children, but also to maintain the
indigenous native culture, integrity, way of life, general well-being and livelihood of the people
throughout rural Alaska, and

WHEREAS, The people ofthe region need and require the same level of basic education
services afforded to all Alaskans, and

WHEREAS, The Alaska State Legislature intends to extinguish rural education funding through
Senate Bill 36 which seeks to redistribute education funding dollars from ;ura) school districts to
urban schools, redefining school district boundaries, proposing employment taxes of 4% for
districts without an economic base, and redefining most education processes as we know them,

and

WHEREAS, The AVCP region and many other rural Alaskan regions lack the economic
infrastructure and economic base to bear the burden of an employment tax to finance basic
education and other basic human services, and



4-13-1998 1:52PM FROM PLATINUM TRADITIONAL 979 8178

WHEREAS, Such a measure would cripple regions such as the AVCP region, already
experiencing an economic disaster from recent fishery industry failures, and

WHEREAS, Passage of this bill will have long and drastic effects on the operations of the rural
school districts and the support and assistance in all areas of education provided for the children

ofthe region, and

WHEREAS, Passage of this bill will also halt the enormous academic progress of the children
living in rural Alaska in areas of mathematics, reading, and writing, and in particular, it will halt
the advancement of knowledge, skills and abilities of the children and their future contribution to

the general well-being and economy of the region, and

WHEREAS, The rural school districts are working diligently and successfully to support and
assist in this process.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Platinum Traditional Village Council
respectfully implores and requests the Alaska State Legislature to reconsider its position and
action towards the children of rural Alaska.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Platinum Traditional Village Council hereby opposes
passage of senate Bill No. 36 by the Alaska State Legislature.

Passed Joy the Platinum Traditional Village Council with a duly
constituted quorum of members present.

CERTIFICATION:
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FAX MEMO

PLATINUM TRADITIONAL VILLAGE

P.O. Box s
PLATINUM, ALASKA 99651
PHONE: (907) 979-8177 FAX: (907) 979-8178

TO: Finance Committe/ Mark Hanley,Jane Therriault,Aldan Mulder,Gary Davis
Richard R>ster, Pete Kelly, Vic Kdliring,Carrie M artin,John Davies,
FAXNO: (907) 465-2418 Carl Moses, and Ben Grussendorf

DATE: April 13. 1998

NO. OF PAGES INFAX (INCLUDING THISPAGE): 3
Origirel inmail ? YES ( ) NO Oof

INCASE OF ERRORS INVOLVING THIS TRANSMISSION, PLEASE CONTACT
LOU KIRBY, TRIBAL ADMINSTRATOR, AT (907) 9/9-8177.

MESSAGE: - RE: Senate Bill 36

Finance Ocnmittee:

It is crucial that Senate Bill 36 mot be allowed to pass. Costs have
gone up for all School Districts, especially with population growth in both
rural and urban districts. For number of years, education has been held
harmless in budget cuts, receiving flat funding, Yet school districts
have basically been required to eat inflation.

We believe that more money should be put into our education budget, The
younger generation that are in schools are our future. And if this bill
passes it will affect our region drastically, and it will be devastating

for the smaller villages that will be affected.

Also icluded is our opposing resolution for senate bill36
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4-13-98

The Honorable Gail Phillips,
Speaker House of Representatives
State Capitol, Room 208

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Phone: (907) 465-2689

Dear Representative Phillips,

I'm sorry | missed the opportunity to visit with you when | was in Juneau
for the Superintendent’'s meeting. | realize you're extremely busy with
the close of the session fast approaching and ail the controversy over
subsistence, education funding and the “normal” legislative bills that
need to be worked on.

As the superintendent for the Lower Kuskokwim School District one of my
major concerns is SB 36. In the current form our District would lose
approximately $8 million dollars and even with a three year transitional
period I'm not sure our educational programs would be able to survive.
Still in light of this, | think for every negative we can always find a
positive, and | do feel SB 36 has a positive side. SB 36 has brought into
focus across the State, for urban and rural areas alike, the need for
adequate funding of education and a quality educational program for all. |
feel these two concerns are shared by every citizen in the State of Alaska.
They are not unique to urban and/or rural residences.
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Legislators are well aware of the various sources of revenue for funding
education at a level at which all Alaska children, urban and rural, would
benefit and none would have to suffer. The revenue available is almost
unlimited. It's just a matter of identifying the State’s priorities. If the
legislature is saying that the revenue is available but they feel that the
residents in rural Alaska need to pay their fair share, just as urban
residents do, then we need to look at how this can be done in a manner
that isn't construed as being unfair and/or singling out a given group of
people. There are several ways this can be done. 1) By a two-thirds vote
of the legislature the yearly interest from the permanent dividend fund
could be set aside in an education permanent fund. It would take several
years to accumulate enough to become self sufficient, but it could be
done. 2) The legislature could pass a State wide education income tax
under which everyone would contribute, resident and non-resident alike,
and the urban areas could reduce their property tax in relationship to the
amount collected on urban residents’ income tax. 3) Thirty to forty
thousand people signed a petition to put the Educational Endowment on
the November ballot, but the petition was considered invalid. The
Legislature could take the leadership role and put this issue on the
November ballot and let the people of Alaska decide. We need to look at
funding for education, not as a personal issue, but an issue that focuses on
what is the best for the children in the entire State. There are ways to
make the State "whole” again, if the legislators want to.

Quality education for our children is a concern for all Alaskans, urban and
rural alike. Every child has an equal right to an education that will
provide them with the tools they need to succeed in life. A basic set of
tools is needed by all children. It would not be fair to give one group of
children a full set of tools and another a partial set. The State of Alaska
is unique In its diversity of cultures, geographic accessibility and
economic capabilities, all of which need to be addressed when providing
the basic educational program for "our” children. Rural Alaskans realize
it’s not economically feasible to put libraries, swimming pools, bowling
alleys, and paved play grounds in every community, while on the other
hand urban Alaskans would not expect their children to learn how to sew
mukluks, set blackfish traps and/or retain their native culture as part of

their educational program.

Alaska and Alaskans are unique. This is what makes our State so great,
and our educational program, urban or rural, should reflect this
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uniqgueness. Senate Bill 36 and Senate Bill 203 would stifle this
uniqueness, as well as the creativity of educational programs in meeting

the diverse needs of all “our” children.

In listening to Rep. Bunde on April 4, he said that the legislature had been
working on the education funding formula, SB 36, for the past five years
and that it wasn’t something new. Last spring was the first | had heard
about it and | have been working in rural schools for the past 30 years.

I'm sure many other Alaska residents, urban and rural, weren't aware of it
until this session. The State should be held accountable for adequate
funding and the education “family” should be held accountable for quality

education for our children.

SB 36 has the attention of most Alaskans today and it’s now time to take
a step back and look at the educational needs of every child in our State.
Lets take this step back and look at “our” options again and develop an
education funding formula that will help all of our children. I'm willing
to commit my summer to accomplish this goal as i'm sure many Alaskans
would be. Yes additional funding is needed for education, in both the urban
and rural areas, but not at the expense of dividing our great State.

Sincerely,

Bill Ferguson
Superintendent

Lower Kuskokwim School District
Bethel, Alaska 99559

cc
Alaska Legislators

Tundra Drums (letter to the editor)
Anchorage Daily News (letter to the editor)
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FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL

To: Representative Hanley Date: April 14, 1998
Fax: 465-2418
Front:  Gary Zimmerman Subject: School Funding

Tel: 249-8224: Fax: 249-8247

Dear Representative Hanley:

As a parent of two elementary age school children | am amazed at what the
Anchorage School District cannot provide to support their school's basic
operations. There has oeen considerable rhetoric about the foundation formula
re-write, and | favor any attempt to fix the formula as it is currently written.
To penalize larger school districts by providing fewer dollars per student (and
using the excuse of "economies of scale" to justify the formula) just does not
make sense in my book when the Anchorage School District is expanding at a rate
of 500 to 1,000 students every year.

The basic question | have is that if it is the State of Alaska's responsibility
to provide and pay for quality education why do the taxpayers of the Municipality
of Anchorage get stuck for 1/3 of the total cost of education while other
districts are totally funded by the State? It seems to me there is no incentive
by some districts to be good stewards of their allocated money while other
districts (like ASD) are forced to go to the voters year after year on bond
issues that should simply be in maintenance and operation budgets (paid for
by the State of Alaska like other school districts).

AS the PTA President of an Anchorage elementary school the past two years |
am also amazed at the things that are requested of and paid for by the PTA -
things that should be basic items supplied by the school district (but how many
times have we hear "it's not in the budget"?). In the past two years our PTA
has spent tens of thousands of dollars on things such as computers and computer
upgrades, wiring the school for e-mail and internet access, multi-cultural
assemblies/speakers, grants to teachers forclassroom supplies, snow removal/ice
rink maintenance and on and on and on......

We need to fix the education funding situation in Alaska because it is not
working. Not only is it not working for the State's largest school district,
but it's not working for other districts as well. Isit a political hot potato?
| am sure it is! Is it turning into arural versus urban issue? Unfortunately,
yes! Does it have to be? NO!' If the Legislators and Governor realize the
inequity of the current formula, increase spending on education and inflation
proof any new formula then it can be done.

With revenue forecasts going the way of oil down the pipeline (south!) it is
time for tough decisions. And that is why we elected you - to be good stewards
of the State's monies AND to provide t.ie quality of life that is expected by

all Alaskans. Education should be the cornerstone of a prosperous future for
Alaska and you have the obligation to build that future today.

Sincerely

.cm

P.S. Please distribute to House Finance members.
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Corporation

601 W. 5ih Avenue, Suite 200 » Anchorage, AK 99501-2226 ¢ (907) 278-5516 Facsimile (907) 272-5060

April 13, 1998
Via facsimile 907-465-2418

Ifon. Mark Hanley
House of Representatives
State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801

Hear Representative Hanley

Calista Corporation is opposej to Senate Bill 36, The Calista region of fifty six villages stands to lose over
S9.2 million dollars if this bill passes. Ofthe $9,2 million dollars, most will return to Anchorage by way of
contracts in food servicing, telecommunications, and retailing. We urge you to vole against Senate Bill 36 in

the State House of Representatives.

This bill is pitting rural and urban communities against one another on a very sensitive issue; die education
of our future leaders. Education is the key element to the successful future of this state. We need legislative
action that will not arbitrarily remove funds from one house district and place it another, no matter who is in

power.

Instead, wc recommend you develop an alternative plan by formation of a bi-partisan committee to review
education funding. A committee that will improve educational funding statewide and benefit all citizens of

our great state.

We thank you for your time and consideration. Please feel free to call us if you have any questions or
concerns.

Sincerely,
CALISTA CORPORATION
CjpJ jY\ocUbujj Diallau

Matthew Nicolai
Prcsident/CEO
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April 4, 1998

The Honorable Senator Jerry Mackic
Dear Senator Mackic:

Thank you for the response to my letter concerning SB 36. Apparently you missed my point, the
resistance to changes in the status quo have blocked any attempts to reorganize, restructure and
refe athe management of education.

Jerry, you once asked me for ideas about balancing the budget. I look this question seriously and
have ideas that need articulation and follow thru at the state level. 1admire your ability to stand up
and speak for what you understand to be honest and fair.

You arc right about Alaskan schools and communities, “struggling with inflation factors, federal
mandates, and other variables that have made it difficult to operate and maintain our state
education system” and “the lack ofadequate school maintenance funding”. Tire solution is not
more money to an entrenched establishment that refuses to negotiate and face head on the real
complexities of restructuring the management of education. We need to take a good look at how
and what we arc doing to make ends meet and still provide children with good education.

The proposal of a long-range statewide plan to build new schools and repair, maintain and expand
existing schools is a step in the right direction. It is a separate set offluids designated for a
specific purpose. These funds arc separate from the education funding rewrite dilemma.

When rewriting the education foundation formula specific questions need to be asked:
1 What are the true and real costs of specific administrative positions in operating a school?
2. Is the budget in the perspective of a bare bones budget; what arc the real SS numbers?
3. What are frivolous and excessive costs?
4. What expenses are being duplicated on a region wide basis?
5. Can cost effective quality programs be integrated and shared by schools in close proximity?
6. What is fair and equitable when narrowing the spending gap bctwe — revenues & expenses?
7. Arc children doing better academically because of increased dollars per child?
Studies indicate that this is not the ease.
8. Which districts arc using funds effectively and have equitable funding per student?
9. What are the fundamental procedures used to achieve an affirmative education action plan?

The implementation of unfunded mandates is a frequent complaint of administrators. One solution
is to consolidate smaller districts, the duplication of managing mandates and the overall costs of
administration would decrease. Money can be focused to the actual provider ofa sendee. A
centralized office will determine equitable appropriations across the district. Yet each school site
will have a sav in making decisions that effects them locally as stated in State Statute.
TITLE 14 CHAPTER 08 EDUCATION IN THE UNORGANIZED BOROUGH
SECTION 14.08.115 Advisory school boards in regional educational attendance areas

() A regional school board shall establish advisory school boards in caeli community in the
regional educational attendance area that has more than 50 permanent residents, and by regulation
shall prescribe their manner of selection and organization, and. in a manner consistent with (b) of
this section, their powers and duties, (b) .Anadvisory board shall advise the regional school board
on all matters concerning schools in the community in which the advisor}' board is established.



Sunday, April 05,1990 2 11 PM To' Represvilalive Hanley From Patricia Phillips Page: 2 0t2

Here is a summary of an education action plan needing implementation.

The Trend of Government (Nationally, Statewide & Locally) to reduce expenditures and to
streamline servicesto the advantage of long term feasibility and quality program success.

School Districts have a need to recognize and utilize an Education Service Agency by:
1 Contracting out business services/central office services
A. Accounting and related services: electronically via modem - tliis service provides a
substantial savings to districts. Financial accounting services are centrally located and
members of the business office communicate with this system by modem on terminals
located in their ollices.
2. Contract special services itinerant stafl'designed to encourage districts to commit for special
services earl}', to plan staffing needs for the ensuing year. Cost effective services.
A. Formation of Cooperatives/Consortiums to lower rates for services.
B. By pooling services to several districts, a specialist has full time employment.
3. Oiler Facilities planning, Capital Improvement planning and preparation by a specialist.

legislature needs to:

Designate an Education Service Agency (ESA).

Secure slatulory and regulatory provisions requiring participating districts to pay dues or provide
an annual appropriation to cover basic administrative costs. The consolidation ofservices is a cost
savings to the State of Alaska. There would no longer be a duplication of bureaucracy.

Federal Education program laws and regulations recognize the existence of education service
agencies. Smaller schools have a need to pool resources tlirough an education service agency that
could do more for districts than could be done on its own.

It is a good idea, and other individuals committed to providing quality education would agree.
Scattered across the State, it will require positions to be discontinued as the dollars shift. The
inequities in education funding demands that serious actions need to be taken to resolve and
improve the strategics ofan education plan. In a responsible way, to trim the size and scope of
government and still provide a quality program.

As an elected official, we have the toughg]ob of making decisions not everybody likes. And to
stand bv those decisions because it is in the best interest of the children. .And to voice concerns
about the education of children and programs needed to streamline services to the advantage of
long term feasibility and quality program success.

Thank you for taking the time to consider what my comments have to say.

Sincerely,

Patricia Phillips P.O. Box 33 Pelican, Alaska 99832

ee: Alaska State Legislature
Governor Ton}' Knowles



Representative Mark Hanley March 26, 1998
Room 507 , Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Mark Hanley,

On behalf of the faculty, parents, students and Advisory Education Committee of White
Mountain, Alaska, we are urging Jou, to vote NO on SB36, We believe this piece of
legislation, if enacted, would"be detrimental to our educational programs at White

Mountain School.

| believe the impression of many legislators is that "Bush schoois have plenty of money
and can stand a significant reduction in funds”. That is not the case. We are on a tight
budget and are proud of the process that we use to make every penny count.

We do not have new and updated facilities. We teach school in the same classrooms
that were used to teach our student's parents and grandparents in over the past 50

years.

We are not over staffed and continue to search for every way possible to provide
quality teachers and teacher aides for our ever growing student population.

We do not have ample, much less abundant funds for the purchase of computers or
instructional supplies or classroom furniture. Each year we oarefully prioritize the
purchases that we believe will have the greatest impact on student learing.

Your vote in this critical matter will have a significant impact on rural education in .
Alaska. A yes vote from you is not a vote fortair equalization of educational dollars, it is
not a reminder that we need to tighten our belts it 1s a vote that will surely cripple our
educational system in White Mountain.

Please vote NO on SB36.
Sincerely,

Willa Ashenfelter A
White Mountain Chairperson
Advisory Education Committee
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School bill reasonable

Despite the impression one might gather from all the
criticism, school spending cuts proposed by the state
Senate’s new formula are not based on a district’s rural
geography or the racial composition of its citizens.
They are based on an objective assessment of the cost
ofoperating and on the number of students served.

That’s why, for example, schools on Annette Island,
Alaska’s lone Native reservation located on an island
south of Ketchikan, wouldn’t be cut at all. They would
receive 19.3 percent more money in the year 2001 com-
parled to what they would have under the current for-
mula.

Craig, another remote southeast, island town, would
see an extra 11.3 percent. Hoonah, similarly situated,

uld see an extra 4.6 percent.

The Delta-Greely area, 100 miles southeast of Fair-
banks, would see an extra 9.2 percent. The Denali Bor-
ough, covering the Healy-to-Cantwell area, .5 percent.

The Northwest Arctic Borough, covering Kotzebue
and beyond? An extra 3.3 percent. Nome? The same.

Of course, some urban schools would cash in at an
even greater rate—Ketchikan, with a whopping 24.7
percent for example.

But the biggest, most urban districts would not reap
any great windfall on a percentage basis. Anchorage
would get an extra 6.5 percent. Fairbanks, whose Sen.
Gary Wilkeri who put this plan together, would get a
modest 7.3 percent extra. Juneau could expect an extra

8.1 percent and the Kenai area could expect 7.72 per-

cent more.

It’s true, though, that someone would lose a lot, but
for widely disparate reasons having nothing to do with
arural nature or a particular racial make-up.

April

Unalaska would be hammered because the taxable
property value of its fish-landing facilities and hotels
make it rich on a per-capita basis. So, too, Skagway
with its tourist facilities and Valdez with its oil pipeline
terminal. None compare, however, to the North Slope
Borough, where the Prudhoe Bay oil fields give the 9-
000 residents an incomparable taxable resource. The
Senate plan would make the North Slope pick up all its
school costs.

Some relatively poor areas ofthe state would also be
hit hard, though. The Yukon Flats and Yukon-Koyukuk
districts, covering much of Interior Alaska, would lose
15.7 percent and 145 percent respectively. Nenana
would lose 20.9 percent. The Tok area, 11 percent. Ga-
lena, 21.5 Fercent because its new corresFondence stu-
dents would be funded at a much lower level. And the
largest district in the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta, the
Lower Kuskokwim, would lose 17.4 percent.

These poor areas lose mostly because they will get
the same amount of money for bilingual, gifted-talented
and other “special education” categories as other com-
munities in the state. The Senate adopted this flat rate
because the state has not been able to police the defi-
nition of such students. Both urban and rural areas
were defining the categories to their advantages and
therebﬁ reaping large amounts of extra money.

At the bottom line, though, Alaska’s poor, remote
communities would still be treated very well under the
Senate’s education funding reform bill. In the year
2001, for '..cample, the Yukon-Koyukuk district’s 550
(projected) students would receive state funding of
about $10,500 apiece. Lower Kuskokwim’s 3,650 stu-
dents would receive about $8,800 apiece. In compar-
ison, Fairbanks’ 16,000 students would receive about
$4,350, and Anchorage’s 47,800 students about $4,250.

Providing more than twice as much money for stu-
dents in undeveloped areas of the state as those in de-
veloped areas is necessary. You’d never know it from
the hype, but the Senate’s bill recognizes that necessity
and proviues the formula to accomplish it fairly.

Distributed at the request of
Representative Con Bunde



March 27,1998

Dear Representative Hanley:

lam very concerned forthe welfare of education in the great state of
Alaska. It has been brought to my attention that the Senate has passed Senate
Bill 36. Ifind it truly appalling that this state is considering taking what little
money the rural parts of the state have away.

Ladies and Gentlemen, | have heard all the arguments for this proposal
and Ican say without a doubt that they are the most illogical and ill thought out |
have heard in a long time, can not find the logic in taking money out of the poor
areas of the state and giving it to the richer areas of the state just because those
areas hold more children.

lam a product of the South Carolina school system. Like Alaska, the
majority of the state is labeled rural with the majority of these rural districts being
made up of minority students, yet South Carolina has made a commitment to
education that Alaska has not, as shown by the Senate's passage of Bill 36. In
South Carolina, the richer districts receive less money from the state while
those that are poorer receive more, even when those poorer districts give little
or nothing back to the state. Historically, these districts also score at the bottom
during state wide testing. 1 have worked in other states where the funding was
the same: richer districts get less, poorer districts get more. Irealize this is not
South Carolina, yet the idea is the same.

Ibecome concerned when Ihear that residents of the Bush do not
contribute to the economy of Anchorage. I have been at the post office in our
village when 4-6 boxes arrive from various stores and shops in Anchorage. |
have shopped for some of our parents on my way through Anchorage so that
their children might be able to have new clothes or a new bike. 1 have waited in
line at the Bush shipping center in Walmart too many times and have seen
people ship several hundred dollars worth of merchandise to believe that
people from the Bush don't contribute to the urban areas.

In short ladies and gentlemen, lwant you to vote No on this bill. I believe
that it will ultimately destroy rural education and be extremely detrimental to our

society's children.

Sincerely,
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March 31, 1998

Representative Mark Hanley
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Representative Hanley,

| am writing this letter as a concerned parent in the State
of Alaska.

| am in opposition to SB36. This purpose of this bill was to
bring equity to all School Districts in the State, when in
fact it would do just the opposite. How could taking money
from 1 district and redistributing to another be equitable?

Thirty two ofAlaska's 53 school districts representing
21,000 children would lose  money, and this would force
school's to close .heir doors. How could this bill possibly
be considered for a moment? | believe that if the
legislators in favor of this Dbill had children in one of
these thirty-two districts losing money, the™ would take
opposition also. | am not in support of any childin our
rich state losing out on aneducation. As | seeit, my

children would either have to be home schooled or sentoff
to attend school in Anchorage??? | don't think that this is
an answer. Children should be able to attend school in their
home community. SB36 would force many children to be
separated from their families in order to receive an
education, who would be in favor of such a ludicrous idea? I
urge you to vote no on SB36, think of those 21,000 children
It would negatively affect.

Thank you for your time.

Pdinroro 1ur

Tara P. Fuller - Parent and School Board Member - Aleutians
East Borough School District
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I17A Council Phone (907) 955-3701
P.0. Box 100 )
Shaktoolik, Alaska 99771-0100 Fax (907) 955-2352
Native anliﬁ_e of Shaktoolik ) .
Resolution 96-08 firj & |

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING SENATE BILL 36.

WHEREAS, the Native Village of Shaktoolik, IRA Council is an Alaska Native Village
organized as an Alaska Native/American Indian Organization Act of 1934, as amended in
1936 for Alaska: and,

WHEREAS, the Native Village of Shaktoolik, IRA Council is the elected governing body
ofthe Alaska Native/American Indian people ofthe Native Village of Shaktoolik; and,

WHEREAS, Education plays a vital role to the students in our Rural Communities; and,

WHEREAS, to now be successfiil in the Western World, we are encouraging our children
i0 achieve the highest education possible in our P.u»al Communities; and,

WHEREAS, the Bering Strait School District is educating our students to become self-
sufficient, productive citizens in a changing world recognized for their social academic
and marketable skills; and,

WHEREAS, with Proposed Bill 36, a lot of our Vital Programs would be lost; and,

WHEREAS, with Senate Bill 36 in place, Education for our Rural Students would be put
in Turmoil leveling our Rural Students to the lowest Education possible, when Education
Is ranked at the Highest Priority Level

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Education is ranked as a very, very high
priority for our students in the Rural Areas.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that based ou the critical criteria's listed above, we
urge you to vote NO on Senate Bill 36; or uphold the Govenor’s Veto of said hill.
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CERTIFICATION
We, the undersigned members ofthe Native Village of Shaktoolik, IRA Council do hereby
certify that the Native Village of Shaktoolik, IRA Council is composed of seven (7)
members ofwhom 5  voted on 'his 02nd day of April, 1998 and the foregoing
resolution was adopted by the vote Of 5 members.

YES 5 NO 0 ABSTAIN 0 ABSENT 2

Ebfwa Paniptchuk v
Secretary

TOTAL P .03



Chad and Karen Neilson
P.O. Box 997
Bethel, Ak 99559

APRO6 138

March 31, 1998

Representative Mark Hanley
House of Representatives
State Capitol, Room 507
Juneau, Ak 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley:

We have worked in the Yukon Kuskokwim Delta as an itinerant career counselor and a
nurse administrator for the past 20 years. We have put a great deal of our life’s work and
effort into trying to improve the lot of the native people of this area.

We have seen an increase in the number of natives completing high school and going on to
college to become professional people of diversified endeavors within the Alaskan
workforce. We have seen an increase in the number of Native Alaskans taking over
positions of greater responsibility in the administration of both the educational system and
the health care throughout the Yukon Kuskokwim Delta. These accomplishments have
come about due to great efforts made in the school and health care systems to expose the
population to opportunities for self-improvement. This has been a made possible by the
educational budgets of the state and the allocations of funds from the Indian Health Service.

We have seen a phenomenal increase in the natives from this area being employed and
having insurance policies decreasing the use for Medicaid and Medicare dollars for health
care. Every person that is added to the productive workforce of Alaska is a valuable
resource to the state and helps boosts the economy. Most of this development has taken
place due to the influence of a strong educational system in “BUSH ALASKA.” Why cut
the dollars to the Alaskan residents whose ancestors were here before the educational
system and reallocate those dollars into the metropolitan areas of the state that experience a
surgence of newcomers from the lower 48 and have no life investment in the state?

Let us not drop the ball in the development of our own long-term residents who are working
their way toward self-sufficiency. We need the dollars to support the future of “BUSH
ALASKA EDUCATION.”

Chad and Karen Neilson



TONYKNOWLES, GOVERNOR

SO SFEEr ST
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TN ALSKA SRR

454D
O FFICE OF THE COM M ISSIO N ER F&)&D%

April 1,998 * * 0 4 ssb

The Honorable Mark Hanley

Alaska State Capitol Room 507

Juneau AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley:

On behalfofthe Alaska State Board of Education, | am forwarding a copy of the Board’s

resolution strongly opposing the passage of Senate Bill 36. The Board unanimously adopted the
resolution at its March 28, 1998, business meeting, held in Juneau.

Sincerely,

Shirley J. Holloway, P
Commissioner

Enclosure

cc: State Board of Education

printed on recycled paper b y C.O,
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State Board of Education

March 28, 1998

WHEREAS, the legislature is considering enacting Senate Bill 36 into law; and

WHEREAS, the effect of the legislation is to redistribute S32 million of school foundation funds
from 32 mostly rural school districts to urban school districts; and

WHEREAS, the 32 school districts adversely impacted by this legislation house 21,000 children,
many of whom would have their current education seriously disrupted; and

WHEREAS, Region . Educational Attendance Areas are legally precluded from contributing
local taxes to edur. .on and are unable to provide an adequate local share of education costs
because of this If J prohibition and because ofa generally inadequate local tax base; and

WHEREAS, tne result of this legislation will be to close some rural schools; and

WHEREAS, the legislature has established a system of public schools based upon the provision
oflocal schools in nearly every village in Alaska, and that the decision to abandon that system
now may be a violation ofthe legislature’s constitutional duty to maintain a system ofpublic

schools open to all; and

WHEREAS, the impact of the funding cuts which will result from enactment of this legislation is
racially biased and may violate constitutional rights to equal protection of the laws; and

WHEREAS, the policy of Alaska’s support for education is to be equitable, fair and racially and
culturally sensitive, with the intent that all children in Alaska be provided with a free,
appropriate, public education, and that opportunities for such an education be reasonably equal

without regard to residence of the child; and
1
WHEREAS, enactment of this legislation will diminish us as a society, catering to our most

selfish and narrow instincts:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Alaska State Board of Education:

1 That the legislature is urged not to pass SB 36 in any of its present permutations;
2. That, if the legislation is passed by the legislature, the Governor is urged to veto this

legislation; and
3. That the people of Alaska are urged to make their wishes known to the legislature and to the

Governor in opposition to this onerous, and ill-advised legislation.

Passed and Approved by the State Board of Education at its meeting in Juneau, Alaska on March
28, 1998.

Date
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To: State of Alaska Legislature

From: Danielle R. Dizon
Box 2262
Bethel, AK -99559-

To whom this letter WILL concern; March 31, 98

Hello, am afourteen year old freshman at Bethel Regional High
School. (BRHS) I'am half Yup'ik and half Filipino. I am a JROTC cadet.
| am in, with many other fellow students, in many extra-curricular activities.
Such as: cross-country, basketball, and volleyball. Many students, including myself,
want to progress in our strengths.

Lam writing to you in concern about our education which pertains to
Senate Bill-36. Like many othersin our district, we don't support this bill.

Many of us ask the question, "Why’ " " What are we getting out of this?" " Why
do you want to take away YOUR future leaders education and minimize our
abilities to succeed in extra activities (sports, etc.), succeed in school, and also
succeed in life?" Some of us even wonder, " Who would come up with something
like this?"

We've heard all the about the millions of dollars that may be taken away from us.
We haven't heard this yet, "WHAT IS IT THAT WE GET OUT OF IT?"

If this bill parses, students who are active in extra-curricular activities will or
might try new things. Things such as the cruel things of this world. If there's
nothing for students to do on weekends or after school activities, they might try new
things like drugs and alcohol. Students who have already experimented may even
get deeper in to the drug use or alcoholism.

Drugs and alcohol is all 1t takes for a student to drop school and forget about all the
important things in life.

That's all it takes.

Do you wantyour future to become a society who can become like that?

| don't.

| want all the opportunities in life to succeed. By taking away our education money
isn't going to help.

| thought you wanted to have your future people to have the best education
possible. You want us to accomplish things in life, don't you? Do you want the better

for us?
We WANT education more than you think.
| bet that you " higher ranking" people haven't even been out here in our district. |
mai be wrong. But have you visited our school? Our school is alive. How can you
make a ruling without knowing what you're getting in to? We cherish the good and
the bad moments in our school. We love it and we don't want our education
opportunities to be taken away. _ _

Some parents in Anchorage are talking about US having all the money.
What? Their kid's are the ones who have a big lurch area.

-1-

01
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They have a variety to pick from. They can choose from Me Donalds, Burger

King, KFC, etc. We don't have a choice.
We have regular ordinary hot lunches. Itwould be GREAT to have a lunch area

like East High School in Anchorage, butwe don't mind. We accept it. It's a perfectly
fine place to eat. It's small, butit's good enough for us. So what are those people
bickering about? Are they jealous or something?

Before YOU make this ruling I want you to think. Ask this question to

ourself.
yo s this RIGHT to TAKE away MONEY from my FUTURE LEADERS

EDUCATION? _ _
Is this really the right thing to do? " _ o
Now we, the students, are going to ask the question IF this bill does pass.

" What are WE supposed to do now? | thought they wanted the BEST for US?"

Sincerely,
With

.02
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April 10, 1998

Rep. Con Bunde

House of Representatives
State Capitol, Room 104
Juneau, Ak. 99801-1182

Re: SB 36

| am a Yupik resident of Tununak who opposes SB 36. |feel that the bill, If It

passes, will take from the poor and give to the rich.

The BIA built a school In Tununak Inthe 1950's. At that time, the system did
everything for parents, making them feel that only the school knew what was best for
their children, and that they should not be Involved with their children’s educations.
After the Molly Hootch lawsuit in the 1970’s, small high schools were built in villages
and parents became more aware of what was needed for their childrens education.

| am a member of the Tununak Advisory School Board, and | have seen
improvements in parental support of education in Tununak. Parents are getting
involved. The Alaska Onward to Excellence process is used Inthe Tununak school,
where parents, school staff, the students and community members work together to

come up with goals that will work in both Western and Yup’ik cultures. Equal

emphasis is placed on both cultures in the school, and students are succeeding. At
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our recent third quarter student-parent conferences, 91% of parents attended. Parents

do care about education of their children in rural Alaska.

| feel that if the legislature passes SB 36, this will be a major setback for the

state of Alaska. The legislature should not take money from one district to fund

another. 1think we need to look for additional funding sources for urban districts, but
not at the expense of the quality of education in rural areas.

Thank you foryourtime.

Sincerely,

Victor J. Kanrilak, Jr.
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P.O. Box 56
Kwlglllingok, AK 99622
April 7, 1998

Mr. Gene Therrlault
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol
Juneau,AK 99801-1182

Dear Mr. Therrlault:

My name is Michael Manchuak, a junior In the Lower Kuskokwim School
District. | am writing this letter to tell you | oppose Senate Bill 3S.

Because the rural schools have fewer opportunities than the urban
schools, it would be unfa rto take money from the poor ones to the rich.

Although, | oppose Senate Bill 36, | support Governor Knowles bill to add
24 millions dollars to the States Education Budget.

The children are the future leader of this country and the state. Please
support that.

Sinoerely,

Michael Manchuak
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P.O. Box 78
Kwlglllingok, AK 99622
April 6, 1998 A

Gene Therriault
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Mr. Therrlault:

Hello! My name Is June L Andrew. |am writing a letter because |
would like to tell you that | oppose SB 36.

SB 36 would hurtour bilingual program and make our school district
close several schools. Many Jobs would be lost.

P16?se help our schools. Vote no on SB 36.

Thank Ycu,

June Andrew
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P.O. Box4
Kwigiilingok, AK 99622
April 6. 1998

Oene Therrlault

Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol

Juneau. AK 99801-1182

Dear Mr. Therrlault;
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Hello, my rT-ue is Brendan Lewis. | would like to tell you | oppose SB 36.
SB 36 would hurt our bilingual programs and make our school district close

several schools. Many jobs would be lost.

Please help our schools VOTE no on SB 36.

Thank You,

Brendan Lewis
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PO. Box4
Kwigiliingok, AK 99622
April 7, 1998

Gene Therrlault
Alaska State Legislature
State Capital

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Mr. Therrlault:
Iwould like to tell you that I am In opposition to Senate Bill 36.

This bill would rip us off of valuable money. Ifthis bill was passed then the schools
in the KuskokwlIn Delta might have tocancel baskethall, volleyball, and cross-
country. They also might have to cancel travel for Academic Decathlon, Speech
Contest, and the Career Field Trip. Without baskethall more kids will have nothing
to do so they will turn to alcohol and drugs. Basketball gives kids acmethl'ig to do
and Is a good alcohol and drugs awareness activity. Idon't think we did
anything bad to deserve it
Please vote no on the bill

lam a student at Kwigiliingok High School and a baskethall pleye,’

James Beaver
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Sychia Phillip
P.O. Box 3
Kwigiliingok, AK 99622

Mr. Qene Therrlault
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1162

Mr. Qene Therrlault:

| am writing to you because | feel frustrated. Randy Phillips is trying to
take the money from our school to make Anchorage schools better.

| think all kids deserve to learn about their culture. I think we want to
keep our bilingual program strong, so please help us. Vote no on Senate
Bill 36.

Thank You,
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Gene Therrlault

Alaska State Legislature
State Capital

Juneau. AK 99801-1182

Qene Therrlault.

Hellol My name is Roderick Attl. Iwould like to tellyou thatl oppose
SB 36.

SB 36 will hurt ourbilingual program atid make oiir school district close
some schools. ManyJobs will be lost. We will also lose some ofour school
activities, such as sports, academic decathlon, speech contest, or close-up

programs.

Please helpour schools. Voteno on SB 36.

Thank You,

Roderick Attl
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P.O. Bx
Kwigiliingok, AK
April 8, 1998

<™

Qene Therrlault
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Mr. Therrlault:
| would like to tell youthat lopposeSenate Bill 36.

If this bill passes, threeschools Inthe LowerKuskokwim School District
will shut down. Many people will lose their jobs, and our bilingual

program will come to an end. Many field trips, like Academic Decathlon,
Speech Contest, and Summer Camps would be cut, and all the othsr trips
that the school pays like basketball program would also take a hit.

Thank you for voting no on Senate Bill 36.

Sincerely,

Clifton J. Beaver
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P.O. Box 7
Kwigiliingok, Ak 99622
April 6,1998

Mr. Gene Therrlault
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol

Juneau, Ak 99081*1182

Mr. Therrlault

Hi. My name is Seralee Kalraluak. | am writing a letter because | would
like to tell you that | oppose Senate Bill 36.

SB 36 would hurt our bilingual program and make our school district close
several schools. Many Jobs would be lost.

Vote “NO *on SB 36.

Thank You,

Seralee Kalraluak
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P.O. Box 10
le?llungok AK 99622
April 6. 1998

Mr. Gene Therrlault
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Mr. Gene Theriault:

| am writing to let you know that | am In opposition to
Senate BIill 36.

. lamastudent inasmall village called Kwigiliingok. If this
bill passes it will destory the education of younger students by
eliminating the bilingual ‘program; also, about 200 Jobs will be

lost. There will be at least three schools that will be shut down

if this bill passes: Oscarville, Platinum, and Mekoryuk.
Again, please vote no on Senate Bill 36.

Onthe other hand, | support the Governor’s planto give the
schools $24 million more nex ?/ear. The Governor’s plan ‘shows
that education Is important to the state of Alaska. | agree.

Without education, we have no dreams. Without dreams, we
have no future.

Thank You,

Jennifer Klunya
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DATE: April 9,1998

TO: HOUSE COMMITTEE
HESS /HEALTHEDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES.

FROM: JOSEPH CHIMEGALREA, PRESIDENT.
REGARDING: SENATE BILL NO. 36.

SENATEBILL NO. 36 RECENTLY PASSED THE SENATE AND IS CURRENTLY
IN THE HOUSE (HEALTH EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICEY)
COMMITTEE.

THE PROPOSED NEW SCHOOL FOUNDATION FORMULA , BUDGET CUTS IS
A NEGATIVE IDEA FOR SCHOOL DISTRICTS, INSTEAD (INCREASE) MORE
MONEY SHOULD BE PUT IN THE EDUCATION BUDGET.

THE ATTACHED RESOLUTIONNO. 98-2 CLARIFIES OUR POSITION AND
THIS IS AVERY IMPORTANT ISSUE THAT WILL DEMOTE OUR SCHOOL
SYSTEM AND CUR STUDENTS IFTHE BILL PASSES.

IT HAS BEEN OUR OBJECTIVE, PARENTS, PARENT COUNCIL, ALASKA
ONWARD TOWARD EXCELLENCE (AOTE), ASBBOARD, MUNICIPAL
(STATE CHARTER), TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS JOINTLY AND OVER MANY
YEARS CAME TO CONSENSUS TO PROMOTE THAT OUR CHILDREN

RECEIVE THE HIGHEST QUALITY EDUCATION POSSIBLE. THIS IS
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT AND IMPERATIVE TO PROVIDE MODERN

MATERIAL.

WE LOVE OUR CHILDREN AND EDUCATION IS THE ONLY TOOL WE CAN
PROVIDE THEM WITH FOR THEIR FUTURE SECURITY AND WELFARE. WE
FEEL EDUCATION ENHANCE STRONGER AND EFFECTIVE LEADERS, CARE

TAKERS FOR TOMORROW

WE SINCERELY AND STRONGLY URGE YOU VOTE DOWN ALASKA SENATE
BILLNO. 36.

JOSEPH CHIMEGALREA, PRESIDENT NAPAKIAK CORPORATION.
ENCLOSURE: RESOLUTION NO. 98-2

CC: FILE
(SEE ATTACHED COPY).
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(9071 589-2227

<KSOILUT ION 'wm/H-]
OPPOSITION TO SB- J>,FUNDING CUTS TO RURAL. SUIUOI. DISTKLCIS

WHEREAS, THK BOARD 01' DIRECTORS OF TIlih NAPAKIAK CORPORATION
OPPOSES SENATE BILL 36,AND,

WHEREAS,THE HOARD OF DIRECTORS 0! TIM" XNPAKIAK CORPORATION
DO SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGE:" Till. (W ITI'KEN IHAT IlIFi HAVE AN
QUAL.1TY EDUCATION, ANI),

WHEREAS,THE ADVANCED EDUCATION REQUIRE STAB] E FIINDINC FOR
ADVANCED EDUCATION MATERIALS AT THIS COMPUTOR ACE,AND,

WHEREAS, WrTIIOIFI QUA 11 'Y EDUCA I'ION MA KK1AlL.S AND EOT IPMENTS
WE KNOW OCR CHILDREN WILL NO1 HE *1AHLE AND HE iiEilIND Al
THIS ADVANCED EDUCATION PROCESSES,AND,

WHEREAS,THE EDUCATION IN THE RURAL COMMUNITIES HAS HAD AND
IS IMPROVING WITH QUALITY EDUCATION MATERIJALS, AND,

WHEREAS , Til IS CHANGING WuRI.D MUST* ADAI'l 'u MEET | IlE NEEDS
OF A CHANCING SOCIETY BY EFFECT IVI. EDUCA 110N, AND ,

WHEREAS .OUR CHILDREN AND STUDENTS ARE OUR FUTURE LEADERS IN
THIS EVER CHANGING WORLD AND MUST HE SELF WORTHY ONLY BY
QUALITY EDUCATION.

NOWTIIERE FORE HE IT RESOLVED;THK. HOAi.D iU DI RECTORS <«*F Till
NAPAKIAK CORPORATION OPPOSES Sis- 36 *UR THE REASON:. STAIED
AND REQUESTS THE HILL NOT HE PASSED,AND,

HE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,IF THE BILL PASSES,WE WILL HAVE WIT-
NESSED THE STRATEGY EFFECT, EACH INDIV 1DUAL, FAMILLLES , COMMUN-
ITIES AND ORGANTZARIONS WORK AND EFFORT THEY HAD FOR A GOOD
EUUCATI UN FOR OUR CHILDRENS ,THEY ARE '>Nli OF THE FUNDAMENTAL
RErSPONSIBILITIES OF THE SOCIETY.

| |
% 0 14 v— £
CARL MOTGIN , PRESIDENT DATE

COPY ATTACHED AND SEND TO THE KOLLO;."INI

.02
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Members ofthe House Finance Committee and
TOall other Members of the Senate and House.

(Lam achild and Llive in Rural Alaska, |attend my school everY day, even though Thave to walk three
miles to and from school. 1cany my sack luiich, so 1will not_%e hungry during the day. i even have to
dress very warri, because the}' riow have to lieat the school with a wood stove. ~ My tcacltcr said even
though we are no longer a modem school, it s still necessary to learn how to read and write. 1wish |

could move to Fairbanks, or Anchorage so Lcould go to school there, at least | wouldn’t have to walk and |
could have new books to read. Kids in the city are So lucky, ihcy get so much new sIufT, like computers
and a swimming pool," 1’il never live in a village when I grow Up. | don't care.

Canyou |maé1|ne_ this is what our children are drinking. 1remember the days when | did walk to school
everyday and 1did cany my lunch and our school was heated by a wood stove, i never in my wildest
dreams thought we would have to go back to ghe “ Abe Lincoln'Days”. It's crazy to know that even though
our State has so much wealth and that more oflcn thannot it comes from our back yards that we still canrot
educate our children with fairess and equity. Come to your senses before you make the situation turn into
something that really separates the people. ~Subsistence is bad enough. Thank you for your time and 1
really pray during this Easter Week that you would liave a clear conscience whef you vote ou this issue.

/m™Julic M. Roberts
L A Mother of Three Boys In
Tanana, Alaska



Apr*-09-98

03:37P NAPAKIAK CORP

DATE: April 9, 1998

TO: HOUSE COMMITTEE
HESS /HEALTH EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES.

FROM: JOSEPH CHIMEGALREA, PRESIDENT.
REGARDING: SENATE BILL NO. 36.

SENATE BILL NO. 36 RECENTLY PASSED THE SENATE AND IS CURRENTLY
IN THE HOUSE (HEALTH EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES)
COMMITTEE.

THE PROPOSED NEW SCHOOL FOUNDATION FORMULA , BUDGET CUTS IS
A NEGATIVE IDEA FOR SCHOOL DISTRICTS, INSTEAD (INCREASE) MORE
MONEY SHOULD BE PUT IN THE EDUCATION BUDGET.

THE ATTACHED RESOLUTION NO. 98-2 CLARIFIES OUR POSITON AND
THIS IS AVERY IMPORTANT ISSUE THAT WILL DEMOTE OUR SCHOOL

SYSTEM AND OUR STUDENTS IF THE BILL PASSES.

IT HAS BEEN OUR OBJECTIVE, PARENTS, PARENT COUNCIL, ALASKA
ONWARD TOWARD EXCELLENCE (AOTE), ASB BOARD, MUNICIPAL
(STATE CHARTER), TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS JOINTLY AND OVER MANY
YEARS CAME TO CONSENSUS TO PROMOTE THAT OUR CHILDREN

RECEIVE THE HIGHEST QUALITY EDUCATION POSSIBLE. THIS IS
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT AND IMPERATIVE TO PROVIDE MODERN

MATERIAL.

WE LOVE OUR CHILDREN AND EDUCATION IS THE ONLY TOOL WE CAN
PROVIDE THEM WITH FOR THEIR FUTURE SECURTTY AND WELFARE. WE
FEEL EDUCATION ENHANCE STRONGER AND EFFECTIVE LEADERS, CARE

TAKERS FOR TOMORROW

WE SINCERELY AND STRONGLY URGE YOU VOTE DOWN ALASKA SENATE
BILL NO. 36.

SINCERELY,

JOSEPH CHIMEGALREA, PRESIDENT NAPAKIAK CORPORATION.
ENCLOSURE: RESOLUTION NO. 98-2

CC: FILE
(SEE ATTACHED COPY).

P.OI
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OPPOSITION ‘i'u SB- h,FUSDlNo CF1S To -.URAI. Siiluol. 5 S!kICIS

WHEREAS, THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OK TIlil. NAPAKIAK CORPORATION
OPPOSES SENATE BIli.J. 36,AND,

Viiiijki:as ,'llili. hoard ok »ikj« for. Or ti¥* nogu iai. <i*;forarion
do si’pPoKi ,,m) ».N cn::.\( nn. uiiii-kks ie.-t ihi : have an
i.)JUALLTV EDL'CAJION , AND,

WHEREAS, THE ADVANCED EDUCATION REQUIRE STAfil E FUNDI NO FOR
ADVANCED EDUCATION MATERIALS AT THIS CUMPUTOR ACE,AND,

mVviiEKIMAS, i; n/iiji; t or.\;.in kdl'ca rion ii.riais ,nh  foi i ni >
WE KNOW 'ii |< Oil 11)REN WM 11 [ .--1ABIl.i: ACI' H- hi.l1l1IND A‘l
THIS ADVANCED EDUCATION PROCESSES,AND,

WHEREAS, THE EDUCATION IN THE RURAL COMMUNITIES HAS HAD AND
IS IMPROVING WITH QUALITY EDUCATION MATER IAIL.S ,AND,

[-.'UKKEAS , 11l I S CHANG 1Ni WoRi.D ML ST* AD. il I> ;«*1;" ill! M'FOS
ol A CHAN' |Kec, SOCIETY Hi I|.MI.C/IV. co-1 Al \N,.

. HEREAS.OUR CHILDREN AND STUDENTS AK: OUR FUTURE I.IADERS IN
THIS EVER CHANGING WORLD AND MUST I:E SELF WORTHY ONLY BY
QUALITY EDUCATION.

NoWJTI EHEl'ork U]" 1 KKSOI.V Eli;'i HI" IkiAiH » 1 nJKIli FuR =& | Fill
NAPAKIAK hJi POR\ 11 UN OPPOSE:-' I.- Jo i THI L I** « m.i.MEii
AND REQUESTS IHE BILL NOT BE PASSED, AND,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,IF THE BILL PASSES,WL WIJ.I HAVE WIT-
NESSED THE STRATEGY EFFECT,EACH LNDIVIDUAL,6 FAM11.1 ES, COMMUN-
ITIES AND ORGANT 7.ARIONS WORK AND F.FI ORT THEY HAD FOR A GOOD
EDUCATION FOR OUR CIl I'|.DRUMS , THEY Ak! “Mi rl £ | UNDA.MLNYAI.
RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE -DC!E!". .

CARL Mi)TGI N, PRESIDENT jiaTE

c.OPY ATTACIIIIi AND SEND To rill- 1'0J.i.0. |Ac.:
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Members of the House Finance Committee and
TO all other Members of the Senate and House,

"1 am a child and | live in Rural Alaska. |attend my school every day, even though | have to walk three
miles to and from school. 1cany my sack lunch, so I will not get hungry during the day. leven lwvc to
dress very wnini, because they now have to heat the school with a wood stove. My teacher snid even
though we arc no longer a modem school, it is still necessary to leam how to read and write. 1wish |
could move to Fairbanks, or Anchorage so | could go to school there, at least | wouldn’t have to walk and |
could have new books to read. Kids in the city arc so lucky, they get so much new stulT, like computers
and n swimming pool,” I’ll never live in nvillage when i grow up. 1don't care.

Can 3ou imagine this is what our children are thinking. Lremember the dayswhen I did walk to school
everyday and | did carry my lunch and our school was heated by a wood stove. | never in my wildest
dreams thoughtwe would have to go back to the “ Abe Lincoln Days”. It’s crazy to know that even though
our State has so much wealth and that more often than not it comes from our back yards that we slill cannot
educate our children with fairness and equity. Come to your senses before you make the situation turn into
something tliat really separates the people. Subsistence is bad enough. Thank you for your time and |
really pray during this Easter Week that you would have a clear conscience when you vote on tliis issue.

[""TKilie m . Roberts
(— MotherofThree Boys in
Tunana, Alaska

°Ei$T£i&U'T£D #>1
REPRESENTATIVE IRENE MICHOLIA
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Andy Durny
Box 90
NuJalo AK 99765

Representative Con Bunde
House Education and Social Services Committee

State Capitol
Juneau AK 99801

April 1, 1998
RE: Senate Bill 36

Dear Representative Bunde,

| am writing to express my views on Senate Bill 36 regarding the redistribution of
funds for education. 1would like my letter to be included in the record of public

testimony.

| have lived in "Nulato since 1971.1have 3 daughters in the local school here.
| was on the local Community School Cojnmitfce from the mid ]1970’s to early 90°s
and am currently on the CSC again.

1am opposed to Senate Bill 36. i believe this bill tries to reduce the problem of
education funding to a very simplistic and unfair formula. Furthermore, | believe that
Senate Bill 36 is a very divisive piece of proposed legislation which intentionally
pits urban and rural residents against one another.

Thave listened to public testimony in a previous teleconference on Senate Bill 36.
| have discussed this bill with urban and rural residents, and 1 have read numerous
articles and letters regarding this proposed legislation. 1do not believe that the people
of Alaska support this bill. Over and over, people are telling the legislators that the
solution to our education funding problem is to provide more money for education.
For more than 10 years, there has been no increase in education funding, despite increases

in enrollment and costs.

| believe that one of the functions of government is to provide adequate public
education. Alaska has a diverse population, living in very diverse locations and
conditions, and with very diverse needs. It does an injustice to all the hard-working
people of Alaska to base education funding on an overly-simplified formula and on
misconceptions, especially misconceptions which state or imply that rural schools
are not contributing to education and are taking money unfairly from urban schools.
Even worse, the proposed Senate Bill 36 does an injustice to the students of Alaska,
the young people who are supposed to be our future leaders.
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Educators in urban and rural schools alike say that more funding is needed for our
schools. Yet, the legislature is unwilling to provide such funding, instead criticizing
our schools, and blaming one section of the population for taking more than it’s share.
How can we deny funding for education when we can pay over 51,000.00 to every
man. woman and child who has been a resident for 9 months? Why can’t v.e put a
cap on the permanent fund and place the balance into an education endowment? Or
why can’t we have a statewide school tax, or sales tax, or state income tax?

Rural residents are “accused” ofnot contributing their “fair share”; what about
the thousands of dollars our community contributes to school and student activities
each year through local fund-raisers? Wc may not have a property tax, butit doesn’t
mean we arc parasites cither. And what about all the out-of -state seasonal workers
who come to Alaska every year and take money out of the stale without putting
anything back in? What about all the urban engineers, contractors, equipment operators,
plumbers, electricians, and laborer' who come out to rural Alaska each summer to
to woTk on rural projects - genei illy at much higher rates of pay than the local workers
and generally with all living expe jscs paid - and then leave at the end ¢ f the project

without “paying their fair share” to the local economy?

The schools, the economy, the population, the politics and the needs of Alaskans
differ greatly from one part ofthe state to another. It’s wrong to think that our schools
and our students can be reduced to single common denominator that fits the notions of
people who have never even lived in the remote and rural areas. Certainly, there is a vast
difference between the school facilities provided to most rural students and those
provided to most urban students. It is unfair and wrong for the majority to ignore or
overlook the needs of the minority, no matter what the motivation.

1realize that we need to reduce state spending, and that we need to improve
our schools; on the other hand, 1believe that the proposals set forth in Senate Dill
36 are the wrong way to reduce spending or to make improvements. SB36 is based
on incomplete information, on preconceived notions, and on a biased report (the
McDowell study): it is a bad bill and should not be passed. The State of Alaska has
the resources to provide adequate and quality education to all students: we can come up
with a better solution than SB36.

Thank you for your consideration.

cc. Rep. Irene Nicholia
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Dear Representatives,
Tm writing to you about state bill 36 and | don't think that's a good idea

because some or a lot of people don't have enough money to move in to the oily
and if they don’t get a good education (hey well turn out hanging around with
nothing to do trying to gel  job but most jobs,you need at least a regular

school education

Jesse Darling _
grade 8/Andrew K Demoski school

A9

r tus



April 1,1998

Dear Irene Nicholia,

| am a 8th grade student here at A.K.D. School in Nulato. | am writing to
share my thoughts and concerns of the SB 32 bill and of getting a hot lunch
program here at A.K.D.

l'am totally against the SB 32 bill. A.K.D. is the biggest school in the district
and has the least amount of money. We need money to do things like extra
curricular activities.

| think that there should be a hot lunch program here at the school because
some kids come to school hungry and Have no lunch. That's also a concern.

Our community had to raise money for our jr.high and high School
baskethall teams to travel to other villages and compete in tournaments. We
also didn't have any field trips this school year due to no money. In
Anchorage and in Fairbanks there are a lot more sports programs. All we do
down here is play basketball. If the SB 32 bill jus passed, we probably won't
have any sports programs. And during the whole year wt (jr.high students)
were doing the same work as the high school students; trying hard to keep up
a good g p-a. to play basketball. Please voice our concerns. Thnank you for

your time.



Dear Gov. Tony Knowles

1 am a 8th grade student at AKD school in Nulato. 1 am against the
SB36 bill cause its hard enough for us to gel funding from are district now
your taking it away From us for some other school. .So your kids can get a
belter education. The kids in Anchorage can go to Mcdonalds or Pizza hut
or they can slay in school and get a hot lunch. Here we don't get to do that
kind of stuff we don't even have a hot lunch program. In my class we have
to share books and other stuff like Computers we only have four colored
computers the others don't have color our the internet.

/IHD School
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they rake away Mmore rmoney r money tp buy textbooks.
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to share books or make copies. Our copy machines are always
breaking down. AVe have to wait for about a week to gel the right
supplies to fix them. We are running out of paper, we have no art
supplies, and wc have no money. Schools in Anchorage and
Fairbanks have all that stuff, and more. They have football, hockey,
art classes, photography classes, and we don't have any of that stuff.
We don't even have a hot lunch program. We can't drinve anywhere
lor field trips, wc have to travel by airplane. We don’t have enough
classes and teachers to teach all of the students here.

| think that they shouldn't be taking any money from us
because they would be putting us in worse condition than we already
arc.

Sincerely,

Amy Durny
UMW\
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M arch 27, 1998

Representative Mark Hanley
State Capitol Rm 507
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley;

My wife and | are writing to you in regards to SB36. It is our understanding
that this bill would take money away from rural school districts and give it to
urban school districts. We believe that this Is very wrong and pray that this
does not happen. We have three children just starting school and we want
them to have eveiy opprotunity to have a decent eduction, so they can grow
up to be productive citizens. Cutting funding to our school district would
mean our children would never have such opprotunities. Please vote NO to
SB36. It is very important that our children have a chance in life.

Sincerely,

Brad & Marie Gray
Unalakleet, Alaska
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DATE: April 9, 1998

TO: HOUSE COMMITTEE
HESS / HEALTH EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES.

FROM: JOSEPH CHIMEGALREA, PRESIDENT.
REGARDING: SENATE BILL NO. 36.

SENATE BILL NO 36 RECENTLY PASSED THE SENATE AND IS CURRENTLY
IN THE HOUSE (HEALTH EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES)

COMMITTEE.

THE PROPOSED NEW SCHOOL FOUNDATION FORMULA , BUDGET CUTS IS
A NEGATIVE IDEA FOR SCHOOL DISTRICTS, INSTEAD (INCREASE) MORE
MONEY SHOULD BE PUT IN THE EDUCATION BUDGET.

THE ATTACHED RESOLUTION NO. 98-2 CLARIFIES OUR POSITION AND
THIS IS AVERY IMPORTANT ISSUE THAT WILL DEMOTE OUR SCHOOL
SYSTEM AND OUR STUDENTS IF THE BILL PASSES.

IT HAS BEEN OUR OBJECTIVE, PARENTS, PARENT COUNCIL, ALASKA
ONWARD TOWARD EXCELLENCE (AOTE), ASB BOARD, MUNICIPAL
(STATE CHARTER), TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS JOINTLY AND OVER MANY
YEARS CAME TO CONSENSUS TO PROMOTE THAT OUR CHILDREN

RECEIVE THE HIGHEST QUALITY EDUCATION POSSIBLE. THIS IS
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT AND IMPERATIVE TO PROVIDE MODERN

MATERIAL.

WE LOVE OUR CHILDREN AND EDUCATION IS THE ONLY TOOL WE CAN
PROVIDE THEM WITH FOR THEIR FUTURE SECURITY AND WELFARE. WE
FEEL EDUCATION ENHANCE STRONGER AND EFFECTIVE LEADERS, CARE
TAKERS FOR TOMORROW.

WE SINCERELY AND STRONGLY URGE YOU VOTE DOWN ALASKA SENATE
BILL NO. 36.

SINCERELY,

JOSEPH CHIMEGALREA, PRESIDENT NAPAKIAK CORPORATION.
ENCLOSURE: RESOLUTION NO. 98-2

CC- FILE
(SEE ATTACHED COPY).
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al:sOl.L:T1N 'lp-
n|' 'OS 1l IUN 10 SB- Jj,rUNi) IMo CUTS io .URAL SUIOOI. DISTKICIS

WHEREAS , THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF II;! NAPAKJAV CORPORA!'ION
OPPOSES SENATE BII.l. 36, AND,

WHEREAS , Iill BOARD OK UIKL(T"1S Oi I'Pl NM'AK.AL O.3, | OKA | |ON
IKI SUPI'OK | .-.Ni) KNI OU LA< I: "1 <1 P URENITERY il HAVE AN

i) UAL 1TV i: DUCAT LON, AND ,

WHEREAS, THE ADVANCED EDUCATION REQUIRE STAEJ E EIINLi I Nil I’OR
ADVANCED EDUCATION MATERIALS AT THIS COMPUTOR ACE,AND,

WHEREAS , WI! llul.'T ol"Al.in EIH.CAI'ION N'iElIAl- YNC fin IPMENIS

WE KNOW. o> i< CHILDREN WILL Noi BE 1ABI.E AN!'" A! HriIlINI) Al
PHIS ADVANCED EDUCATION PROCESSES,AND,

WHEREAS, THE EDUCATION IN THE RURAL COMMUNITIES HAS HAD AND
TS IMPROVING WITH QUALITY EDUCATION MATER 1Al.S, AND,

Wil EKEAS 'l Il 'S CHANGING ivoKI.D ST* AO.". | i >I"El ‘Il NEEDS
ol- A CHAM' | SOCIETY B> I|.'M-Ti.T IV 'ln TA 110ON.AND ,

LIiIERHAS,OUR CHILDREN AND STUDENTS Alii OUR I-I'TFRI* LEADERS IN
THIS EVER CHANCING WORLD AND MUST IE SELF WORTHY ONLY BY
QUALITY EDUCATION.

N*>W HEREFI.ur lll- |3 RESi'|,VKD; IHI' iiOA.I" id ‘twm! i 1".--. =« nil.
NAPAKIAK i.ORPORAT Lo.\ OI'l'u ' SB- 30 ®.>< Mil KLA.id*,.. s:AIlED
AND KEQLEsrs THE BILL NOI BE PAsSseED,AND,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,TF THE BILL PASSES,WE WI LI HAVE WIT-
NESSED THE STRATEGY EFFECT,EACH IND IV1IDUAL,FAMILIES, COMMUN-
ITIES AND ORGANI EARLONS WORK AND EFFORT THEY HAD FOR A GOOD
EDUCATION FOR OUR C.II1.DRE.NS, THEY AK! ONE ol MIL UNDAMENTAL
RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE SOCIEI".

a3 ¢ £
CARL m\)TGIn7P REDDENT itATIf

COPY ATTACHED AND SEN) TO [ill FuLt.u: ING:
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> qi Tuesday, April 07, 1998 5:02:34 PM
Unsenv Urgent M essage

From: f Margie Jackson
Subject;  SB-36
To: } Representative Mark Hanley@ legis.state.ak.us,Internet

|. Representative Terry Martin@legis.stats.ak.us,Internet
j Representative Gary Davis@ legis.state.ak.us,Internet
jp representative brian porter@ legis.state.ak.us,Internet
| Representative Joe Green@ legis.state.ak.us,Internet

Cc:

| have had to gather my thoughts on this SB-36 and came up with these:

Igraduated from Kwcthluk Community School, a village located 20 miles outside of
Bethel and upon my employment with the Lower Kuskokwim School District had no
idea how a School District was run. In my eight years of working at LKSD I have
learned and grown a lot. |have also seen a lot. Atthe time of my graduation in 1988,
we have been having problems with our school water. The Kwethluk School water is
considered "fit for drinking" at the moment, but Iwouldn't allow my own children to
drink it as it wasn't allowed when lwas in school. Yes, lam skeptic"! and do not trust

it. Would you?

There are many schools in our District that arc having problems with their school
water, do the Anchorage schools have this problem? Why hasn’tour District perfected

them?

It saddens me that these "urban" people have to fight over the money with the "rural"
Feqple and why aren’t the "rural” administrators suggestions good enough for the
egislators? Is it because they did not think of them or because they are so resentful of
the administrators who work for the rural School Districts? | understand the
administrators do make a lot of money in our Districts and yes I think some of the
positions are RIDICULOUSLY overpaid, these things the legislators should review and
Investigate. These cut-backs should be made against the administration, but no) to our

students!!

It has been said over and over again that it is easier for Anchorage and Fairbanks
schools to get from one destination to another and Ia_?ree. Our students have to FLY to
get to their competitions and if this bill passes, this will eventually discontinue;
therefore, taking our students back to the (dare Isay) stone age. They will fall more
behind in current events and will hurt their future. Recently at our District 1A
Baskethall Tournament, a group of students came from the coast with TOOD STAMPS
as their spending money. This made me so angry, that our students had to come with
food stamps and 1 - to be talked about in that way and had to be pitied. In this day
and age with welv_ . reform and now with this Senate Bill 36, what are our people
supposed to do? Basically this bill tells our "rural" students that the legislators tin not

support them and they arc expected to faill!

| also was in Kodiak chaperoning students to the Spring Association of Alaska School
Governments Conference and reviewed the school. lwas angered at the wealth of
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their school and resented the fact that our own students are not allowed that type of

luxury. The Kodiak School has two schools entwined into one building, being the High
School and the Middle School. The school has an Olympic size swimming pool, an
auditorium, and each school has their own GYM and commons area; whereas, some of
our schools do not even have a GYM and theY have never heard of a commons area!
Where arc all our advantages?? Where has all our money gone??

Yes, the foundation formula needs to be revised, but more investigation should be clone
before the}/ pass the bill. The Anchorage School District has more students than the
maéorlty of our schools, so in that sense the formula is fair. And the school books need

to be updated for both rural and urban schools.

Again, it is my suggestion that the administrations salaries be investigated and revised.
The Personnel Department of each School District needs to be investigated, especially
that of the Lower Kuskokwim School District. And the position specifications of each
School District should be passed by DOE before they are passed in the District. That is
where all our students monies are going. Our own Techno’ gy Director who has a
teachln? degree makes well over $80,000 per year. Our ow i Plant Facilities Director
who only has an AA degree (the postion requires a BA degree) makes over $05,000 per
year. Our own Business Manager who does not even have any kind of degree makes
over $63,000 per year. These are all unfair and prejudiced against our students.
Teachers are hired to do one thing and that is to teach, they should not be allowed to
become part of an administration team unless they have the degree to back themselves
up. Afterall, wo wouldn't let a mechanic become a doctor because he can "fix" things.

Oram lwrong??

Thank you for your time and hope my thoughts made sense to you. Good Luck on
y/ ur success to override Senate Bill 36.




ELAINE M. LANDON
3747 Linnaea Way
Fairbanks, AK 99701

April 3, 1998

Honorable Alaska Senators
& House members,

lam writing regarding S3 36. Itisnota hill Isupport, despite the fact that lam a 20
ye "r Fairbanks resident and know our schools need more funding. The funding
formula proposed in SB 36 istremendously unjust to our rural schools.

ltisan oversimplification to assume that school funding should be based on the
percentage ornumber of students alone. Fairbanks and Anchorage enjoy a large
economy of scale benefit in their operating and maintenance costs compared to
rural schools. The new formula does not recognize these factors.

As citizens of Alaska, we are responsible to provide quality education for all students.
Iltis unrealistic to expect true education to occur when school buildings are falling
apart, when the books are old, and when the student/teacher ratio isout of
balance. The new formula virtually guarantees such problems for rural schools. |.
costs money to provide a good education forour student citizens. And yes, the cost
of educating those inthe rural areas is higher. Butwe have an obligation to provide
a quality education for all students, not just those in Fairbanks and Anchorage.

Anyone with a good education knows that numbers can be easily manipulated to
provide justification for many positions and needs. When the McDowell Study did not
consider higher operating costs for rural schools, or the greater economy of scale
experienced by urban schools, itdid not look at the whole educational picture. And
without looking at the whole picture, e.g., the true cost of education, the proposed
funding formula issimply a manipulation of figures to justify a self-serving idea.

SB 36 does not benefit the state overall in the long run. While it may provide better
funding for urban schools in the short run, for the long haul, it will cost us more. As

rural educational quality declines, there will be fewer Alaskans qualifying for good

jobs, more people unemployed, higher rates of crime, etc., etc., etc.

ltdoesn’ttake a rocket scientist to know that the SB 36 school funding formula is not
fair orjust. lurge you to do what isright for Alaska and not just for the urban districts.

Please vote against SB 36.

Sincerely,
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RUSH TO: Mark Hanley, House of Representatives

FAX: 1-907-465-2418
FROM: John A. Rusyniak

PAGES (INCLUDING THIS COVER): 1

urge you to vote against SB-36. Rural schools need to
operate also. As a business person, I'know ittakes more to do
business in rural areas. We wouldn't want to be funded at
NYC costs would we? We all choose to live in Alaska for a
good reason. Please Vote AGAINST SB-36

Thursday, April 9.1998



Representative Mark Hanley
Room 507 , Alaska State Legislator
State Capitol (MS3100)

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Mina Eningowuk
P.0. Box 72008
Shishmaref Alaska 99772

P/£°0 1502

Dear Rep. Hanley :

| am writing in response to the SB 36. | think that passing the SB 36
would have a ne?atlve_ effect on rural villages of Alaska.
We would have to eliminate the extracurricular activities.  land others
don't want to see that happen to our village.

If SB 36 passes, then boarding schools would come back. The
negative side to that is we would be sending our children toother places.
And they might not have a chance to learn our Native way of life. And|

wouldn't want that to happen.

Also, we would be taken away from our families and our
communities.  That is the worst thing that could happen. The future
children might be raised in the urban cities and not know their Inupiat
back ground or have knowledge of the surrounding area of Shishmaref.

School is pretty much the main flow of money here on the island. It
would also take away many jobs. We would lose our Bilingual/ Bicultural
class, and that's important. ~ We learn a lot from that class, how People in
the past hunted and preserved subsistence foods, stories about the past,
and sewing and carving Eskimo crafts.

In closing | would urge you not to pass SB36.
Thank ~you!
Sincerely,

Mina Eningowuk
Student at Shishmaref High School
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March 25, 1998
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onora Ie Hous}e of R presentative Member
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Representative,

As the principal of Unalakleet Schools in the Bering Strait School District for the
past two years and as the principal of Brevig Mission School for six years, | am very
concerned about the impact that SB36 would have on the students in our
classrooms, in my school, in my school district and in rural school districts

throughout the state!

| urge you to vote against SB36 hecause | believe that this bill is inherently unfair to
students living in rural communities. Although | understand why state legislators
from urban areas would be looking for ways to increase funding for schools in their
personal districts, I do not feel that they should be trying to take money away from
students in rural, bush areas of Alaska. The school districts in Alaska need more
money to educate the children and prepare them for the second millennium!

Students living in bush Alaska have unique needs and problems that are not the
same as for those students living in larger metropolitan areas. Our students are
impacted by living in remote villages where local Inupiat dialects complicate the use
of standard English in reading, writing and oral communication proficiencies.
These students have to struggle with the effects of drug addictions, substance abuse,
alcohol dependencies, physical, emotional and sexual abuses that are considerably
more complicated to deal with because service providers are simply unavailable or
non-existent. The state of Alaska does not have enough money to provide adequate
social services for people living in Eskimo villages. Additionally, the cost of
procuring materials, hiring qualified educators, maintaining buildings and facilities
and just feeding students is astronomically expensive in bush Alaska.

These students are disadvantaged in so very many ways that to take further funding
away from these students is inexcusable. Children should not be adversely affected
by budget cuts because they cannot vote or defend themselves from adults trying
ignore their needs and take away essential opportunities to succeed in life and
hecome productive members of our society.

Rural areas do not have a tax base, but the federal government provides Impact Aid
to help rural school districts equalize services and educational access to their
students. Currently the state of Alaska takes almost all (approximately 98%) of
these federal monies for use in the general budget. If the legislature decides to
formulate a new funding scheme for the state which will only adversely impact the
rural villages ,then the state should relinquish the Imapct Aid funding!

Please help the children of rural Alaska by defeating SB36. They will appreciate

your concern about their future. They want to learn and do well. Your assistance
will benefit them and all the citizens of our state!

Smcerely, n

Monica Dickens, Principal
Unalakleet School, Box 130, Unalakleet, AK 99684
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P. 0. Box 240
Unalakleet, AK 99684
March 30, 1998

Representatlve Mark Hanley
A? ska State Legislature
Juneau AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley:

Please vote NO on SB36. Reducing funding for ruraI schogls affects our
entire state in a ne atlve manner. It1s Important for |L of our state's
chlldren to receive a quality educatlon not Just those |V|n%|nthe urban
areas. Please remem er that é e cost of living is mu(? % r in the Bush
Therefore, more (not less) funding is necessar In orger for t eeducatlonal
opportunites of Bush students to be equal to those 0 urban students. Itis
unfathomable in this da¥ and age for there to still be a “rob from the poor to

give to the rich” mentali

Many of our rural citizens haye and are making valuable contributions to our
state. We must continye quality educatiopal pro?rams s0 that ALL of our
cltizens can be productive members of society. PTease do NOT support

SB36. Thank you.
Sincerely,

John W. Davis, Jr.



March 25, 1998

Representative Mark Hanley
Rm 507

Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol (MS3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Re: SB36
Dear Representatn e Mark:

Please vote NO on SB 36.1am a concerned parent living in Unalakleet, Alaska. Our children’s
education is very important! We are at a time when our students are showing better language and
math scores and if SB36 if passed, it will only do damage to our children’s education and future.

Please consider our request!

Sincerely,

cc: Dave Bowling, BSSD Superintendent



P. O B?x 180
Unalakleet, AK 99684
March 30, 1998 o

. Mo %
Regresentatlve Mark Hanley APR 06 1998
élaska State Legislature
Juneau, AK 99801 1182
Dear Representatlve Hanley:

Please vote NO on SB36. Reducing funding for rural schools affects our
ntire state in q ne atlve manner. It1s important for ALL of our state's
1|Idren to receive a quality education, ng \Aust those [i mn%lnt e urban
reas Please remem ert at the cost of living is muc er in the Bush.
Therefore, more (not less) funding is necessar In orderfor the educational
0 Portunlt %of ush students tobe equal to t ?F ofurhan ?tudents Itis
unfathomable In this day and age or ere to still be a "ron from the poor to

give to the rich” mentality. i

Many of our rural citizens have and are making valuable contributions to our
state. \We must continye %a |t%/e ducational programs so that ALL of our
cltizens can be productive members of society. PTease do NOT support

. Thank you. |

QJOCD

Sincerely,

Virginia Degnan, Ed.D.
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LOWER YUKON SCHOOL DISTRICT

P.0. Box 32089

Mountain Village, Al.iska 99632
Phone: (907)591-2411 PAMELA S. VANWECHEL
Superintendent

Fax: (907) 591-2449

March 30, 198

House of Representatives AR 30 Iggg

Juneau, Alaska
Ladies and Gentlemen,

| have worked these past two years in the Lower Yukon School District. As a long-time Alaskan
Educator, |feel qualified to say that there are some problems in rural Alaska that need to be dealt with on
a state-wide level. Quality' educational programs and appropriate sanitation and health issues should be
given priority attention. When social problems, educational issues and health problems are not addressed
in rural Alaska, there is a negilive impact on the entire state.

Of particular note, I’ve observed the following. | would also appreciate your insight:

1.) Budget Crisis - A shortfall of funding, in any organization, brings out tire worst in some
people and even causes chaos in some instances.. Scarcity causes some people to become greedy and to
behave in unkind and uncharitable ways. In the Alaska Legislature, there is obviously a strong feeling
that our resources arc becoming scarce. To some extent, that may be a concern, and we may need to
prioritize. Do you think that it is possible for Alaskan Legislators to put the needs ofall Alaskan cluldren

- our greatest resource - as a first priority ?

2.) Urban & Rural Rivalry *There is a low level of tolerance, and much misunderstanding
between urban and rural legislators. This lack of tolerance and lack of compassion, on both sides, has
created an unhealthy split among Alaskan legislators and also among some Alaskan citizens. | have lived
in the cities of Alaska, and I have lived in Bush Alaska. There are good people tliroughout Alaska,
Alaskans should be united. - there are so few of us, sharing a beautiful, but harsh and unforgiving land.
Shouldn’t we be working together for the best possible conditions for all the people of Alaska ?

3.) Intolerance, Racial Tension & Anger - The most discouraging issue that | have dealt with in
my twenty year career in Alaskan education is the intolerance and the prejudice that 1have seen
throughout this great state. When 1am in Anchorage, shopping or at restaurants, | see the unjust way that
native people and other minorities arc often treated. In the villages, my family members and | have been
subject to the anti-white sentiments and the distrust that develops when people of differing backgrounds
feel that they are being treated unjustly. Will Alaskans ever be free from prejudice and intolerance ?

Thank you for your consideration of the above issues. 1 will be in Juneau this week, and hope to
visit with you about the specific legislation that may help to meet the priority needs of all Alaskans.

Of particular concern should be the educational and social needs of our cliifdrcn and families
For our youngest and most vulnerable citizens, tire charity and goodwill of the Alaska Legislature is their
only hope. Thank you, in advance for all you can do to help us to care for the cluldren,

Sincerely,

Pamela S. VanWechel

Alakanuk Emmonak Hooper Bay Kotlik Marshall MI. Village Pilot Station Pitkas Poim Russian Mission Scamnion Bay Sheldon Point
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Urban, rural legislators

split over spending'plan
o & -

By LIZ RUSKIN

Dally News reporter
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fairness and is drawing criti-
dam from rural schaol dis-
tricts, Democratic legislators
and others. Gov. Tony
Knowles has threatened to
veto It as written.

Critics say the measure
funnels money to urbanareas
by robbing from schools in
some of the state's poorest
scommunities, where test
scores are low, unemploy-
ment is high and the cost of
providing education is_often
much higher than in cities.

“What this bill is about is

reed,” said Sen. Al Adams,

-Kotzebue. "That’s all this
bill Is about." Lt

W igh‘ millions

slators have att%cke the
pe as arcane and unfair.
It’s no wonder so n any
people hate it, said Gregg Et-
ickson, a Juneau economist
who has analyzed education
funding in_His newsletter,
The Alaska Budget Report.
“My personal’_opinion is
that the current formula em-
bodies injustices, inequities
that most Alaskans would not
be comfortable with, if they
had the time and ability to
work them out," he said,
The current formula, he
said, violates two principles
of fairness, which he has
dubbed “God Helps Them
That Helps Themse]ves" and

h .e _“Robin Hood Principle.”

%t,UVdams.,nndothercriticsofsvi’fejfbe first .tttea diOkls that
gSJpIarl algue all schools -~ tfcstate shotidd'reward with
cftf'and Bush — ‘deserve-', more education dolidrs corn-

more money. The state's
foundation funding level has
remained constant for a
dt-cade, while inflation, in-
creased teacher salaries and
higher fuel costs have eaten
away at what it actually buys.
Le%|5|at|ue leaders arsue the
state can’t afford to spend
more money. -
Alaska spends $660 million
a year on public schools — a
quarter of the state's operat-
ing budget. Because so much
is at stake, the legislative de-
bfitc sometimes drifts into a
discussion of lofty values and
the future of the state, with
legislators making reference
to™all Alaska's children" and
constitutional obligations,
Sometimes it seem? 10 be a
simple donnybrook over who
gets to bring home more ba-

€00.

The details of how school
funding in Alaska actually
works Can baffle citizens try-
ing to make sense of it all.

. As it stands, the bill mov-
ing through the Legislature
would; )

« Shift how money is
awarded to_districts to re-
duce state aid to 24 districts
by nearly $36 million. .

+Splitnearly $18 million of
the savings among 31 other
districts. )

* Reduce overall spending
by $18 million, bringing the
total to $643 million.

« End state aid entirely for
North Slope Borough schools,
which this year received $11
million. .

+ Give $6 million more to
Anchorage and nearly $3 mil-
lion moré to Fairbanks..

SB 36 is a combination of
concepts contained in several
scparatc bills by Phillips and
other Republican lawmakers,
Now that it’s out of the Sen-
ate. the measure is scheduled
for its first House committee
hearing this week.

ABROKENFORMULA

The bill rewrites the cur-
rent recipe for divvying up
state education dollars,” the
notoriously complex "foun-
dation formula,” The formula
calculates a_district’s "basic
need" and gives credit to djs-
tricts with higher costs of liv-
ing-and more special-necds
students. Year iflcr year,

muniries that sacrifice for
schools by taxing themselves
at a h|8her rate.” The second
contends that poor districts
should receive more state aid
and rich districts less.?

But when Erickson ana-
lyzed the numbers, he found
thatunder-the current formuy-
la, whether a community Is
rich or poar and whether its
taxes are high or low have no
bearing on the amount of ed-
ucation money It gets from
the state. Property tax as-
sessments in Anchorage, for
example, total about_ﬁ 00,000
for every schoolchild. The
owner_of a $100,000 house
ga){s $770 a year in local tax-
s1or schools. .

The total property assess-
ment in the North Slope Bor-
ough, on the other hand,
comes to $5.7 milljon per
child, thanks to the oil extrac-
tion facilities at Prudhoe Bay
and elsewhere. The owner of
a $100,000 house there pays
only 235 in property taxes
for’schools, )

But the state gives An-
.chorage less than $4,000 per
student in education aid. The
North Slope Borough; where
the wealth per “child is
greater and the tax rate low-
cr. gets more than $5,700 per
student. Phillips and other
backers of the change argue
that's not fair. North Slopé of-
ficials counter that the bor-
ough’s local contribution to
its“school budget is greater,
by percentage, than Anchor-
age, and itsoverall property
tax rate nearly as high.

Critics of the “current
s%stem also complain that
20 school districts around
the state arc not incorporat-
cd in cities or boroughs and
don’t collect taxes for
schools at all.

Fpx
.How the school found

Money is allocated to each ichool <f<dr
groups of children roughly correspond
students it takes to mate an instructor
ol students In the community.-the ia t
unit then adjusts based on various fac

Deducting local tax contrfbuti

i Adding money lor each disab!
v or gitted student. 1l also adds

Districts outside Anchorage a

SB 36 would shift mi
district in thrc

Overhaul the way the state
students In different areas.

Give every district the same r
bilingual and multicultural ed

Dispenses with the Instrucbor

to a"base student allocation’ 0
school and olher factors.

o™ «uu (owe<ken<ny

"The questign is: Is it right this year calls forcutting $50

that one part of the state pays million

while the other pays noth-
|r%g?”Ph|II|ps sald.

from the budget, so
they say there's no new mon-

cy fo add, .
With the help of a private

LOOKING FOR A FIX

Phillips arid others who
want to change the system
argue that more money alone
won't solve the problém, be-
cause more money will only
increase the inequities. Be-
sides, the Republican-led
majority is In the third year
of an austerity Jlan, which

consultant’s
district-by-district school op-

report on

erating costs statewide, they
say, they've figured out a
fairer, simpler formula,

. Their plan would cut state:
aid completely to the North
Slope and would chop 45 per-
cent of the state .education
money given to Viidez, ap-
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SB 36 would shift money from district to
district in three major ways:
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SoeAaj DidEDm
this year calls for cutting S50
million from the budget, ro
they say there's no new mon-
ey to add.

With the help of a private
consultant's report on
district-by-district school op-
erating costs statewide, they
say, they've figured out a
fairer, simpler formula.

Their plan would cut state
aid completely to the North
Slope and would chop 45 per-
cent of the state education
money given to Mjktcz. an-

IPfAN HOfISON /Arcr>o‘41« DblyNm

other community with high
per-student property wealth
because of the oil industry.
Beyond that, Bush legisla-
tors complain the bill would
unfairly slice away at the
school budgets of dozens of
poor rural communities. Sen.
Lyman Hoffman. D-Bcthcl,
pointed to Quinhagak and
Toksook Bay, where nearly 40
percent of the population lives
in poverty. What about Niglit-
lute. lie asked, where more
tV:m 60 percent of thojresi-

plan divides

dents axe classified as poor?
» Sen. ¢ try Wilken, R-Fair-
banks, r "osed a 3 percent
income i . ai unincorporated
areas so those reqlons would
be forced to help pay for
svnaols. That provision, op-
po.ed by Bush legislators 0s
wei. as mining and timber in-
terests, died before it
reached the Senate floor.
Despite the criticisms,
supporters ar?ue.thatl over-
all, the new plan is fair, a. .i
they point to the fact that, os
written, it will give more
money to 84 percent of Alas-
ka's students.

Opponents ask: What about
((jr;gmrem aining 21,.1.32 chil-

“Don't we care"about that
16 percent?" said_Sen. Geor-
ianna Lincrln, D-Rampart,
any of the schools tar%eted
for cuts don’t have anything
to spare, she said.

SCHAOE BierricT

Among the losers under
the plan“being considered is
the Lower Yukon School Dis-
trict. Its $15 million state ap-
propriation_would be cut b~
about $1 million. -

The.district serves II'vil-
Ir'.ss with about 1,750 stu-
deuts, Most of -its schools
were built by the U.S. Bureau
of Indian ATfairs_ more than
30-Years_ago, said Superin-
tendent Pamela VanWechel,
who is based in Mountain Vil-
lage. The schools were fine in
their day, she said. But the
communities have steauuy
grown, part of a baby bocm
across the Bush, and the
schools are struggling with
overcrowdmrq. i

“The children just keep
coming,” VanWechel said. To
cope, ‘most of the schools
have added free-standing
classrooms outside the main
buildings. They are ineffi-
cient t0 heat, ‘and to build
them the district often took
money from its maintenance
budgeét. o

“We have a situation now
where the facilities we're us-
ing are very much in need of
replacement,” she _said.
"We've been dealing with de-
ferred maintenance for six to
eight years, putting all of ser-
vices in the classroom with
the hope that someday
therc'd be some relief."

When money gets tight, art
P_rograms, music and’ voca-
ional classes are usually the
first to go, she said.

Really, all those arc gone
from the rural schools now,
she said. ]

At thv. Pilot Station school,
the sewer backs up every
spring and dumps raw
sewage on the playground.
The children there have gone
weeks using honey buckets
because thé plumbing isn't
working. It’s 'hard for chil-
dren tolearn in that environ-
ment, she said.

In rural Alaska, schools
also often have extra expens-
es beyond t.iose of urban
schools, according to ftush
school "administrators jand

lawmakers.
VI,
legislators. Beca tse it’s often
the b|?gest roon in town, the
school "gym is sometimes
pressed ‘into service for fu-
nerals and _commg-of-a(]]e
dances, she said. The'school’s
watersyﬁstem is often superi-
or to what the families have
at home. At some schools, the
children shower during the
school day while parents go
in the evening to clean U'F and
get their younger children
feady for bed. oV

VanWechel said" she’s
pleased that families are
comfortable in the school, but
it does add to the school’s
bills. And it's disheartening,
she said, to hear urban legis-
lators talk about rural chil-
dren as ti their futures aren't
important to the rest of the
state. "It the rural children
don't get a %ood_educatlon.”
she said, "they will become a
butden to society in the way
thr.cdpeople whoare not edu-
cated do: through the welfare
system, through the prison
system. -

In Adams’ Senate office at
the stcce Capital, he keeps. a
photo album of the Noorvik
elementary school, showin
Rlcture_s of the caved-in roof,
oles in exterior walls the
size of bread loaves, the rot-
ting floor. The building is still
in Use. During the' Senate de-
bate last week, he.invited oth-
er Ie(]uslators toPyiait Bush
schools, .

"And then you will tell me
about the.|eqyua||ty of our
school systems," he said.

_ URBAN NEEDS

City schools are-suffering
too, argues Anchora e School
Board " member Kathi Gi
spie. I, )
"We've had.to /increase
class sizes andJjcut pro-
grams," she saidPCuts to the
janitorial staff have had a vis-
ible impact, =~ @ffs2> '

Our schools'ar*,” dirtier
she said. "We're'not able to
cleart] all the robins every .
night...............

gBut_ the biggest problem,

she said, is overcrowding. At
Goldenview Middle School,
her daughter’s eighth-grade
algebra class had 40 students,
she said.
. Phillips says all 18 schools
in his Muldoon-Eaglc River
Senate d|str|cg|ﬁi.e over-
crowded. ‘L. .

The, Anchorage d strict
has eliminated a” large pro-
gram for d_rug and “alcohol
abusers, hailed funding for
special “choice” programs at
each high school and written
hockey rinks out of elemen-
tary school budgets. To find
more places. to cut, it
launched a citizens effort to
uncover fata couple of years
ago and as a result cut staff
disrrictwide, from  assistant
principals to  maintenance
workers andljmn_tors.

Senate Bill'36 isn’t perfect,
Phillips says, but'lt’s better
than the current formula.

“l am concentrating on the
Anchorage _Schoo| District,”
he said.” "That's* what I'm
fighting for." T~
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FAX COVER LETTER-

DATE: March 23, 1998

TO! Senator Randy Phillips
FAX:;-  (907) 465-4979
CC: All Legislators

DEPT:

FROM:  “Orin Seybart »

DEPT: *
Total number cf pages -1 cluding the co guer Iet Ifyou do not receive all the pages
orifany ofthe pageSire illegible, pleasecal(go) 132083,
MESSAGE:
Dear Randy:

Regarding the proposed change in funding for schools between
rural and urban areas, would ITke to offer the following:

I't seeras to me educating children je not that much different
than running’ an airl.ine, or many other businesses,

Unit costs are driven by volume, so the Iérger the volume(
the lower the unit coats, that is exactly why rural areas need

more money per student.
Thank you for considering this input.
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