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The FINANCE Committee considered: CSSB 297(21 RLY)
CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 297(21l RLS) BREAST-FEEDING IN PUBLIC PLACE

“An Act relating to breast-feeding.”
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FISCAL NOTE No. |
Bill Version: S5 097

STATE OF ALASKA -
1998 LEGISLATIVE SESSION (S) Publish Date: U‘
Law
Title An Act relating to breast-feeding BRU Cnmmal Division
Component 1st-4th Judicial Oistncts
Sponsor Senator Ellis OSPA
Requester Senate Judiciary Committee Component Serial No 2198/99/2261/79/01/02

(Thousands of Dollars)

Expenditures/Revenues
FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03 FY 04

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 99
Personal Services

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures

Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts '

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type)
TOTAL

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 001

Estimate of any current year (FY98) cost:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time

Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
SB 297. to be known as the Breast-feeding Promotion and Protection Act of 1998, would insure that breast-feeding is not
illegal under state laws or local ordinances. In addition, the bill would create a new class B misdemeanor for interference

with the right to breast-feed.

The Department of Law does not anticipate a caseload increase sufficient to warrant fiscal note costs.

Prepared by T Phone 465-5370
Division Date_ 3/27/98
Bruce M Botelho. Attorney General Date 3/27/98

Approved by Co ="'

Agency .Department of Law

E ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

For'further distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office
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A laska State Legislature

Serele Health, Education and January meay
Social Services Committee A ale MaPit0"’ 9
* Juneau, Alaska 9°?C1
Senate ludiciarv Committee (907)465 3704
fax: W°7) 465-2529
Department of Health and Social | if:H 1 "
Services Budget Subcommittee W jan ir 7. mrf 'Ifl June-December
xyrtdkfyji77 716 West 4th Ave.,Ste. 4*0
Department of Law Anchorage, Alaska 99501
BudetSubcommit.ee (907)258-8182

K fax: (907) 258-8734

Senator Johnny Ellis

Sponsor Statement

For
Senate Bill 297
"The Breast-feeding Promotion and Protection Act"

Breast-feeding is the most basic act of nurturing between a mother and her baby.
Alaska law must be clear that mothers who breast-feed their babies in public will not be
prosecuted under indecent exposure and lewd conduct laws. Senate Bill 297, "The
Breast-feeding Promotion and Protection Act", shields these women.

Twelve states have recently passed progressive breast-feeding legislation. The
surge of breast-feeding promotion and protection policies comes in the wake of new
research indicating that babies who are breast-fed are smarter. Research also reveals
that breast-fed infants have lower rates of premature death, meningitis, childhood
leukemia and other cancers, diabetes, respiratory disease, and allergies. Scientists have
found that moms are healthier, too. Mothers who breast-fed their children show lower
incidents ofbreast cancer, osteoporosis, and urinaiy infections.

Regardless of the tremendous benefits of breast-feeding, more mothers are
choosing to formula-feed their babies. New moms generally choose not to breast-feed
due to demanding work schedules. Many moms are apprehensive to breast-feed merely
because they want to avoid public embarrassment. 'The Breast-feeding Promotion and
Protection Act" is a significant step towards reducing barriers for moms who want to
breast-feed their infants.

| urge your support and prompt passage of "The Breast-feeding Promotion and
Protection Act".

http://www.stale.ak.us/ « SenatorJolmny_Ellis@Iegis.state.ak.us
L ()
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Breast-feeding is good for health and bonding. And mother’
milk may have another payoff: boosting a child’s 1Q scores.
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THE ALASKA WOMENS" LOBBY

211 FOURTH STREET, SUITE 108
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801

Tel: 907-586-1107

Fax: 907-586-1097
E-Mail: dcc@alaska.net

March 9 1998

gﬁg%toge%obinija ilc?gr Committee
S R 3

Capitol Bujlding, Roo

Juneau, Aasﬂg ﬁl’[

RE: SB 297

Dear Senator Taylor:

Th% Alaska Women’s Lgbb)( 5 comprised of citizeq(activjsts who, in 1982 formed
I%b m{g assocjation dedicated to e%ﬁh . We work on Issues affectmﬁ; wowen an
ﬁn re Spnmanly on the state \evel. e (rge you to support SB 297 and schedule a
earing soon on' this important legislation.

Breast feeding is good for babies and mothers. A few facts to consider:

The United States Surgeon General and the American
Academy of Pediatrics agree that breast milk is the best form
of nutrifion for children during the first months of life, Breast
milk contains all the nutrients that a child needs for ideal
growth and development.

The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends exclusive
breast feeding for at least the first 12 months of a child’s
life arran,ﬂ(ements should be made to provide expressed
breast miflk if the mother and child must separate during

the first year.

Women with infants and toddlers are the fastest growing
segment of today’s labor force.

Many employers have seen, ,Positive effects on morale
and “performance when facilitating lactation programs in
the work place.


mailto:dcc@alaska.net

Research and experience have confirmed common sense -there are tremendous
r’]ea?tkP benefits and ot%eﬁ aQVﬁntafgerﬁ associated  with r.eglgﬁar q)reas};t

naisputeq . .
Feedl og in ?nts HB 297 ensures. the. rignt 0 Rms fo nourish their "babies wit
d|gn|t>9and will help break down artificial barriers to this wholesome practice.

laska should make every effort to s and encourage this basi¢ act of nurturin
ﬁetween a mothner and %rg/r C ﬁd. Th%p%ﬂﬁs particular[y %ompelang |Cn a time of Busg/
moms and a renewed focus on the importance of children and famiy.

Yours truly,
Caren Robinson

cc. Senator Ellis



February 26, 1998

Senator Johnny Ellis
Capital Building, Room #9
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator Ellis,

I am writing to you to applaud you for the introduction of SB 297. It is about time
someone took the courage to introduce something that should be every infants right. |
certainly wish more lawmakers had the same courage and conviction.

Breastfeeding has been proven to be healthier for a baby in nutritive value. People
say they want to do everything they can for children and give them the best start in life
possible. Why then, would breastfeeding be banned everywhere? Experts now say that
babif s should be breastfed for at least one year. Does society expect mothers to stay home
for that full first year, never to go out in public?

It is unreasonable to expect mothers to immediately drop everything they are doing
(work, shopping, waiting in a doctor’s office, etc.) and go home to breastfeed. There is no
reason why there can not be a place to go for mothers to nurse without having to stay at

home twenty-four hours a day.

Breastfeeding, in my opinion, is certainly not “lewd conduct”. It is basic, natural,
beautiful. Thank you for bringing this subject into the limelight.

Sincerely,

Anne O’Brien
P.O. Box 3341
Palmer, AK 99645



February 27, 1998

Senator Johnny Ellis
State Capitol Building, Rm. #9
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Senator Ellis,

I have written this letter to show my strong support of Senate Bill 297. |
am a single mother ofa beautiful 4-year old daughter. Raising my child on my
own is a huge responsibility but also has been an enormous learning experience.
One of the first decisions | made concerning my baby, was the nourishment |
wanted to provide for her. Information provided by health care workers led me to
the conclusion that breast-feeding is one of the best gifts | can give my child! 1
would like all mothers to feel comfortable providing this nourishment to their
babies not only in the privacy of their own home, but also in public.

Breast-feeding is a natural act of nourishment and | believe that a mother
should have the right to nurse a child without feeling like an outcast or a criminal.
I do not think everyone realizes the benefits a child or a mother receives, due to
breast-feeding. These benefits include ensuring a healthier future for the baby
and providing a more economical option for the mother, which is great for us

single parents.

| believe that our children are more prone to colds and infections due to
the fact that we live in a cooler climate. Don’t we want to help our children put up
a stronger shield to help fight off these illnesses? Ifmothers cannot nurse in
pub,Me then who is making the decision ofwhen, where, and how to feed our
babies'? That should be a decision the parents should be able to make. I have
also learned that nursing inc*eases the learning ability ofa child. Future
education ofbabies and their learning abilities go hand-in-hand. All parents
should have this option available to provide a better future for all babies. Iwould
have to say that my daughters' future is veiy important to me. and I know that
other parents feel the same way.

I will mcourage others to support SB297 and | look forward to seeing the
successful passage of this bill. Ifl could be ofassistance in any area regarding
this issue, do not hesitate to let me know.

Sincerely,

Edna M. Abbott
P.O. Box 32266
Juneau, Alaska 99803
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Saturday, March 7, 1998 POMS View Page

POM for Representative Croft H

From: Ms. Sandra J Lindeke Telephone: 522-2379

PO Box 232153

Anchorage, AK 99523 Constituant Registered Voter: Y

Bill: SB 297 Title: BREAST-FEEDING IN PUBLIC PLACE
Me ssage:
AS A FORMER BREAST-FEEDING MOTHER, | HAVE BEEN EMBARRASSED WHEN | TRY

TO FEED MY BABIES IN A PUBLIC MALL AND RESTAURANT. OUT OF DESPERATION |
WENT TO THE WOMAN'S BATHROOM, SAT ON A STOOL AND FED MY BABY. THIS IS NO

WAY TO TREAT OUR CHILDREN. THANK YOU.

Entered in ANC on 3/06/798 POMID: 2504 Distribution:/60

Message 3 out of 4.





