





FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. CSSB 250(FIN)am

1998 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date (Note if correction) 4/23/98 Dept. Affected: Flah and Gem*

Title Management of Game BRU Wildlife Conservation
Component Wildlife Conservation

Sponsor Senator Sharp

Requester House Finance Committee Component Serial No. 473

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars]

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 99 FYO00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03 FY 04

Personal Services e * ® * 8¢ &

Travel € e & * & &

Contractual e e . © e e

Supplies oo *o .o @ o e

Equipment & at & & & &

Land &Structures
Grants &Claims

Miscellaneous N
TOTAL OPERATING - * & & &

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 __ 0.0
CHANGE IN REVENUES (1024) | 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health

Other - F&G Fund (1024) °e e ] @ e e
TOTAL « e er o e e

Estimate of any current year (FY98) cost: 0.0

POSITIONS

Full-time 0 0 0 0 0 0

Part-time 0 0 0 0 o 0

Temporary 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS:  (Attacha separate page ilnecessary)

“ Fiscal impact is impossible to calculate without knowing what 'regulations, management plans, and
other management programs' the Board of Game may require the department to implement. However,
significant reprogramming of Division funds may be required to carry out board actions.
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Testimony on SB 250
Mario Shedlock

I am here today to state my opposition to SB 250. This bill attempts to manipulate
wildlife species for the benefit of hunters and trappers while disregarding non-
consumptive user groups. | am concerned that this proposed bill would set a precedent
forone use ofwildlife over another.

Wildlife is a resource that belongs to all Alaskans and should not be exploited by a
specific user group. Consumptive use is a part of Alaska’s heritage, but wildlife
management must be responsive to all public interests. SB 250 does not benefit
responsible hunters, non-consumptive users, or native subsistence hunters.

This bill may also do permanent damage to some brown bear populations in Alaska.
Brown Bear habitat has been reduced by 70% around the Kenai Peninsula. If this bill
were implemented would brown bear populations in this area will be subjected to

intensive managemei wop.U?

It is the obligation of the state to manage »ene.. ' V. natural resources foi » residents of
the state. Alaskans deserve the right to expect that oi ,nio * of fish and wildlife is
reflected in the management budgets and practices »ur government.

Unfortunately the Legislator has not figured out that Alaskan’s do not support state
mandated predator control - which is the intent of SB 250.

Please oppose SB 250

Thank You

"] Vui-O S \\n dlox'<Sv
Mario Shedlock

3901 Carolina Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99517
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“An Act relating to management of game, to the fish and game fund and federal aid for restoration of wildlife and fish,
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PROEQRSED HCS-CSSB - J250(EIN)

11£- SLEMA XQK  PJLR.ILISHA Ex

Jn 1994, the E|?hteenth Alaska State Leg|s|ature Pnassed Senate Bill 77

legislation implementing ntensive game management. Since th  the
Départment o?Hsha Game and%|e Boarc?% f Game have ha é fcutny

|nterpret|ng and implementing this legislation.

aﬂeB IIZ?ﬂ Narrows own and defines legislatjve |nd1 s that rowds
Yeso vest or man consu gtlon on3|ste Fthe SUStain

?nc e. Itfur erstates am ouat|onss nage
gmlogp caIIY D|t|s IS accom %ed% nding AS 16. 05 255 gSna 39 d|nga
new definition for sustained yield.

The Board of Game is further instructed to estabhﬁh harvesf g?al and seasons for
managing big game prey populations to achieve a high level 0f human harvest.

T0 urthe[ assist the Bgard and tne d? artment, the bill contains definitigns for
harvestable surplus and high levels orhuman harvest D|cse are terms that are in
existing faw and it has become evident they beg for clear definition.

The hoard of Game, had def |n|t|?ns roposed for these cateBO?ones on thenag nda

at the Januar meet\ng In Betn (P at't enl\/larcp meﬁnn In %nPanks thout
coming to an? conc |ons The aepartment as well as the Board believes there Is

a need'for detinitions in these areas.

The department believes the revised definitions in this CS are reasonable and
workable.

| believe this CS is a product of w rkl cIos |th the users of the game
resources and the deﬁ%rtment to achiev atruy‘ve ective piece oJ Ieg|s ation and |

urge its adoption. Thank you.
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SECTIONAL ANALYSES
PROPOSED HCS-CSSB-250(Fin)
BY: SENATOR BERT SHARP

Section 1. Defines, Legislative Findings which states that big game
populations should be biologically managed for abundance.

Section 2. Amends AS 16.05.050 by adding a new subsection (b).

Section 3, Amends AS 16.05.110 to assure that the state complies
]‘c’-‘”}]h the requirements of the federal aids act for restoration of wildlife" and
ish.

Section 4. Amends the definition of “intensive management’ to
Include for sustained yield through active management measures.

Section 5. Amends AS 16.05.255(g) Is to add new definition (5)
“sustained yield".

Section 6. Amends AS 16.05.270 to add new subsection (h) re(guiring the
Board of Game to establish polou,latmn and harvest goals and seasons for
managing big game prey populations to achieve a high level of human harvest.
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HOUSE CS FOR CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 250( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTIETH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s):  SENATORS SHARP, Taylor, Wilken

BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
"An Act relating to management of game, to the fish and game fund and
federal aid for restoration of wildlife and fish, and to the duties of the

commissioner of fish and game."”
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* section 1L LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS. The legislature finds that providing for high
levels of harvest for human consumptive use, cor. .ent with the sustained yield principle, is
the highest and best use of big game prey populations in most areas of the state and that big
game prey populations should be biologically managed for abundance.

*sec. 2. AS 16.05.050 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(b) The commissioner shall annually submit a report to the Board of Game
regarding the department's implementation during the preceding three years of intensive
management programs that have been established by the board under AS 16.05.255 for
identified big game prey populations.

= sec. 3. AS 16.05.110 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

-1- HCS CSSB 25C( )

New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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(b) Except for money received as fisheries fines or forfeitures in settlement of
a claim or loss caused by damage to the fish resources of the state that is appropriated
to or through the division of commercial fisheries management and development,
appropriations of money from the fish and game fund and of money received by the -
state under the federal aid acts described under AS 16.05.140 shall be made to the
A4
division of game or the division of sport fish. The division of
of sport fish may use money appropriated under this subsection to acquire
administrative and other services from other agencies if the division acquires the
services through reimbursable services agreements. The division of game and the
division of sport fish shall include as part of their budgets prepared under
AS 37.07.050
(1) a listing of the reimbursable services agreements that are to be
funded with money appropriated under this subsection;
(2) a description of the services to be provided under those agreements;
and

(3) a listing of the entities that are parties to those agreements.

* Sec. 4. AS 16.05.255(g)(2) is amended to read:
(2) "intens ve management" means management of an identified big 4ree
StyjuiM ttl" COY\t*3TenT lurttV'
game prey populatiori[for sustained vield through active manaeement measures to
enhance, extend, and develop the population to maintain high levels or provide for
higher levels of human harvest, including control of predation and prescribed or
planned use of fire and other habitat improvement techniques.
* Sec. 5. AS 16.05.255(g) is amended by adding new paragraphs to read:

(3) "harvestable surplus™ means the number of animals that is estimated
to equal thenumber of offspring bom in a game population during a year less the
number of animals required for recruitment for population maintenance and
enhancement, when necessary, and the number of animals in the population that die
from all causes, other than predation or human harvest, during that year;

(4) "high level of human harvest" meo.is the allocat.on of a sufficient

portion of the harvestable scrplus of a game population to achieve a high probability

of success for human harvest of the game population based on biological capabilities

HCS CSSB 250( ) -2-
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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of the population and considering hunter demand,

(5) "sustained yield" means the achievement and maintenance
perpetuity of the ability to support[a_high level ofjfiuman harvest of game, subject to
preferences among beneficial uses, on an annual or periodic basis.

* Sec. 6. AS 16.05.255 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:
(n) The Board of Game shall establish population and harvest goals and
seasons for intensive management of identified big game prey populations to achieve

a high level of human harvest.

-3- HCS CSSB 250( )

New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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4/27/98

Testimony on SB 250
Mario Shedlock

| am here toduy to state my opposition to SB 250. This bill attempts to manipulate
wildlife species for the benefit of hunters and trappers while disregarding non-
consumptive user groups. | am concerned that this proposed bill would set a precedent
for one use of wildlife over another.

Wildlife is a resource that belongs to all Alaskans and should not be exploited by a
specific user group. Consumptive use is a part of Alaska’s heritage, but wildlife
management must be responsive to all public interests. SB 250 does not benefit
responsible hunters, non-consumptive users, or native subsistence hunters.

This bill muy also do permanent damage to some brown bear populations in Alaska.
Brown Bear habitat has been reduced by 70% around the Kenai Peninsula. If tin's bill
were implemented would brown bear populations in this area will be subjected to
intensive management as well?

It is the obligation of the state to manage renewable natural resources for the residents of
the state. Alaskans deserve the right to expect that our enjoyment of fish and wildlife is
reflected in the management budgets and practices of our state government.
Unfortunately the Legislator has not figured out that Alaskan’s do not support state
mandated predator control - which is the intent of SB 250.

Please oppose SB 250
Thank You
Mario Shedlock

3901 Carolina Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99517
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April 22. 1993

To the House Finance Committee,

~ Alaska Wildland Adventures has operated backcouniry lodges, natural history, rafting,
and fishing trips for twenty-two years on the Kenal Peninsula and in the Kantlshna region of
Denali National Park. Qur goal sfo.r_o.ur?uests to actively experience Alaska In the spirit of
appreciation, participation, and sensitivity toward the land, and Its Inhabitants. In all of our
activities, we strive to provide high-quality natural and cultural history Interpretation of the
areaswe visita',d the flora and fauna that'we observe.

The tourism industry Isdependent upon the preservation of Alaska's wilderness
character, scenic vicwsheds, fish and wildlife populations, and their critical habitat Our -
Industry ultimately depends upon these guall ies to attract client?. HB 284 could have serious
negative Impacts on Alaska’s tourism Industry.

Alaska Wildland Adventures believes that It Isappropriate to manage forests In
response to the Spruce Bark Beetle outbreak to %uard against catastrophic wildfire and
protect private property. Alaska Wildland Adventures also acknowledges that there are
situations where It ma%_bo best to allow the forest ecosystems to recover naturaII?/. W e have
been ogeratm Kenal River rafting and fishing trips and hiking trips Inareas seriously effected
by the Spruce Bark Beetle for the last 10-15years. Specifically, our guests appreciate natural
ecosystems atwork more than theF do dearcuts and logging roads, For our form of tourism,
a natural recovery, or management strategies that mimic natural disturbance of forest
echsystems has more economic value than aggressive treatment, Local, sustainable, value-
added timber harvesting is preferable to extensive, large-scale logging operations thatare not
ecologically or economically sustainable over the fong=term.

W ithout environmental safeguards In place for timber sales less than 200 acres, fish

and wildlife populations could suffer. It js within the state's hest Ingerest to protect fish and
wildlife habi?atpResidents ang V|usito_rs alike éepend upon AIasﬁa's Eish and v&)il IE?e resources

for consumptive and non-consumptive uses.

p.o.BOX 360 * C|I’dW00d, Alaska gos67 @ Diret o07.783-2026
Toll-Free: 600-334-8730 « Fax:907-763-2130 -aﬁmalwﬁalandf&ba » Nkt ovwvw.ml»»k*WIHUn«<,a»m
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/
; i
This hill could also undermine the efforts underway through the Bark Beetle Task
Force, The task force encompasses federal and state agency representatives and others from
many different Interest groups. HB 284 potentially undermines the efforts of the task, force,

Please oppose HB 284.

Sincerely,

Scott Thomas
Program Director

cc.  Alaska Wilderness Recreation arvj Tourism Association
Governor Tony Knowles
Alaska Conservation Alliance

P.
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