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T es tim o n y  o n  SB  2 5 0  
M ario  S h ed lo ck

4/27/98 v / ^ 7

8 o l< o 3 .

( f t  J K d

I am  h e re  to d ay  to  s ta te  m y  o p p o s itio n  to  SB  250 . T h is  b ill a ttem p ts  to  m a n ip u la te  
w ild life  sp ec ie s  fo r  th e  b e n e fit  o f  h u n te rs  and trap p e rs  w h ile  d is re g a rd in g  n o n ­
c o n su m p tiv e  u se r g ro u p s . I am  co n c e rn e d  th a t th is  p ro p o sed  bill w o u ld  se t a  p re c e d e n t 
fo r o n e  u se  o f  w ild life  o v e r  an o th er.

W ild life  is a re so u rc e  th a t b e lo n g s  to  all A la sk a n s  and  sh o u ld  n o t b e  ex p lo ited  b y  a  
sp ec if ic  u s e r  g ro u p . C o n su m p tiv e  u se  is a p art o f  A la s k a ’s h e ritag e , b u t w ild life  
m a n ag e m en t m u s t be re sp o n s iv e  to  a ll p u b lic  in te rests . SB  2 5 0  d o es  n o t b e n e fit  
re sp o n sib le  h u n te rs , n o n -c o n su m p tiv e  u sers, o r  n a tiv e  su b sis ten ce  h u n te rs .

T h is  b ill m a y  also  do p e rm a n e n t d am ag e  to  so m e  b ro w n  b e a r  p o p u la tio n s  in  A lask a . 
B ro w n  B e a r  h a b ita t h as b ee n  re d u c e d  b y  7 0 %  aro u n d  the  K en a i P e n in su la . I f  th is  b ill 
w ere  im p le m e n te d  w o u ld  b ro w n  b e a r  p o p u la tio n s  in  th is  a rea  w ill b e  su b jec te d  to 
in ten s iv e  m an ag em ei w p . U ?

It is th e  o b lig a tio n  o f  th e  s ta te  to  m a n a g e  »ene.. ' V. n a tu ra l re so u rce s  fo i ^  re s id e n ts  o f  
the  s ta te . A la sk a n s  d e se rv e  th e  rig h t to  ex p ec t th a t oi ,nio * o f  fish  an d  w ild life  is 
re flec ted  in  th e  m an a g e m e n t b u d g e ts  an d  p rac tices  .»ur g o v e rn m e n t.
U n fo r tu n a te ly  th e  L e g is la to r  h as  n o t f ig u red  o u t th a t A la s k a n ’s do  n o t  su p p o rt s ta te  
m an d a te d  p re d a to r  co n tro l - w h ic h  is th e  in ten t o f  SB  250.

P lease  o p p o se  SB  2 5 0

T h an k  Y o u
' j  V u i - O  S \ \ n  d lo x '< S v
M ario  S h ed lo ck  
3901 C a ro lin a  D r.
A n c h o rag e , A K  9 9 5 1 7



TJO O S^CO RRffH EETJETO O T

( i d
Date Referred to Committee: April 14, 1998 FURTHER REFERRALS:

Date of Committee Action

The FINANCE Committee considered:

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 250(FIN) am

CSSB 2501FIN) am 

MANAGEMENT OF GAME

“An Act relating to management of game, to the fish and game fund and federal aid for restoration of wildlife and fish, 
and to the duties of the commissioner of f^h and game.”

recommends it be replaced
with the follow ing committee substitute

[ ] additional referral t o _________________
f J attached am endm ents)
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e r i a t e
S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e

M a i l  s t o p  3 1 0 0  

S l a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 M I 8 2

&.J? Q . N S Q B ..ST A XE. M E NT 

PROEQRSED HCS-CSSB - J250(EIN)
11£- SLE-MA X.Q K P JLR.ILJS H A  E X

Jn 1994, the Eighteenth Alaska State Legislature passed Senate B ill 77, 
legislation implementing intensive game management. Since that time, the 
Department o f Fish and Game and Die Board of Game have had difficulty 
interpreting and implementing this legislation.
Senate B ill 250, narrows down and defines legislative findings that provides for 
high levels o f harvest for human consumption consistent with the sustained yield 
principle. It further states big game prey populations should be managed 
biologically. Diis is accomplished by amending AS 16.05.255(g) and adding a 
new definition for sustained yield.
The Board o f Game is further instructed to establish harvest goal and seasons for 
managing big game prey populations to achieve a high level o f human harvest.
To further assist the Board and the department, the bill contains definitions for 
harvestable surplus and high levels of human harvest. Dicse are terms that are in 
existing law and it has become evident they beg for clear definition.
The board o f Game had definitions proposed for these categories on their agenda 
at the January meeting in Bethel and at their March meeting in Fairbanks without 
coming to any conclusions. The department as well as the Board believes there is 
a need for definitions in these areas.
The department believes the revised definitions in this CS are reasonable and 
workable.
I believe this CS is a product o f working closely with the users of the game 
resources and the department to achieve a truly effective piece o f legislation and I 
urge its adoption. Thank you.

Official Business



A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e
S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e

M a i l  S l o p  J i n n  

S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u .  A l a s k a  o n s n i - H K .

S E C T I O N A L  A N A L Y S E S  
PROPOSED  HCS-CSSB-250(F in ) 
B Y : SENATOR BERT SHARP

Section 1. Defines Legislative Findings which states that big game
populations should be biologically managed for abundance.
Section 2. Amends AS 16.05.050 by adding a new subsection (b).
Section 3. Amends AS 16.05.110 to assure that the state complies
with the requirements o f the federal aids act for restoration o f wildlife and 
fish.
Section 4. Amends the definition of “ intensive management”  to
include for sustained yield through active management measures.
Section 5. Amends AS 16.05.255(g) is to add new definition (5)
“ sustained yield” .
Section 6. Amends AS 16.05.270 to add new subsection (h) requiring the 
Board o f Game to establish population and harvest goals and seasons for 
managing big game prey populations to achieve a high level o f human harvest.

( >ili<'i<il Business
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H O U S E  C S  F O R  C S  F O R  S E N A T E  B IL L  N O . 250( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTIETH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATORS SHARP, Taylor, Wilken
'  B IL L  

F O R  A N  A C T  E N T IT L E D  

" A n  A c t  r e la t in g  to  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  g a m e , to  th e  fish  a n d  g a m e  fu n d  a n d  

f e d e r a l  a id  fo r  r e s to r a t io n  o f w ild life  a n d  fish , a n d  to  th e  d u t ie s  o f  th e  

c o m m is s io n e r  o f  fish  a n d  g a m e ."

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t io n  1. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS. The legislature finds that providing for high 

levels of harvest for human consumptive use, cor. .ent with the sustained yield principle, is 

the highest and best use of big game prey populations in most areas of the state and that big 

game prey populations should be biologically managed for abundance.

* S e c . 2. AS 16.05.050 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(b) The commissioner shall annually submit a report to the Board of Game 

regarding the department's implementation during the preceding three years of intensive 

management programs that have been established by the board under AS 16.05.255 for 

identified big game prey populations.

* S e c . 3 . AS 16.05.110 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

0-LSI352\L 
U t e rm o h le  

4/23/98

- 1 - H C S  C S S B  25C ( )
N e w  T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  [ D E L E T E D  T E X T  BRAC KET ED ]



(b ) E x cep t fo r m o n ey  rece iv ed  as fisheries fines o r fo rfe itu re s  in se ttlem en t o f 

a  c la im  o r loss c a u sed  by d am ag e  to  the fish resources o f  the sta te  tha t is app ropria ted  

to  o r th ro u g h  the  d iv is io n  o f  co m m erc ia l fisheries  m an ag e m en t an d  d ev e lo p m en t, 

ap p ro p ria tio n s  o f  m o n ey  fro m  the  fish an d  gam e fund and o f  m o n ey  rece iv ed  by  the 

s ta te  u n d e r the  fed era l a id  ac ts  d esc rib ed  u n d er AS 16 .05 .140  sh a ll be m ade to  the 

d iv is io n  o f  g a m e  o r  the d iv is io n  o f  sp o rt fish. T he d iv is io n  o f  

o f  sp o rt fish  m ay  u se  m o n ey  ap p ro p ria ted  u n d er th is  su b sec tio n  to acq u ire  

ad m in is tra tiv e  an d  o th e r  se rv ic es  from  o th e r ag en c ies  if the  d iv is io n  acq u ire s  the 

se rv ic e s  th ro u g h  re im b u rsa b le  se rv ices  ag reem en ts . T h e  d iv is io n  o f  g a m e  an d  the 

d iv is io n  o f s p o r t  fish  shall in c lu d e  as p a rt o f  th e ir b u d g e ts  p re p a re d  u n d er 

A S  3 7 .0 7 .0 5 0

(1 ) a  lis tin g  o f  the re im b u rsab le  serv ices  ag re e m e n ts  tha t are to be 

fu n d e d  w ith  m o n ey  ap p ro p ria ted  u n d e r th is su b sec tio n ;

(2) a  d esc rip tion  o f the services to be p rov ided  u n d er those agreem ents;

and

(3 ) a  lis tin g  o f  the en titie s  that are p a rtie s  to th o se  ag reem en ts .

* Sec. 4. A S 1 6 .0 5 .2 5 5 (g )(2 ) is am en d ed  to read:

(2 ) " in ten s  ve m an ag em en t"  m eans m an ag e m en t o f  an  id en tified  big 
Styju i M t t l '' C0Y\t*3TenT lu rttV '

sustained vield through active manaeement measures to

W O R K D R A F T  W O R K D R A F T  0 -L S 1 3 5 2 \L

g am e  p rey  p o p u la tio ri[fo r

e n h a n c e , ex ten d , an d  d e v e lo p  the p o p u la tio n  to  m ain ta in  h ig h  leve ls  o r  p ro v id e  for 

h ig h e r  lev e ls  o f  h u m an  h arv est, in c lu d in g  con tro l o f  p red a tio n  a n d  p re sc rib ed  or 

p la n n e d  use o f  fire  an d  o th e r  h ab ita t im p ro v em en t tech n iq u es .

* S ec . 5 . A S  1 6 .0 5 .2 5 5 (g ) is am en d ed  by ad d in g  new  p arag rap h s  to read :

(3 ) "h arv estab le  surp lus" m eans the num ber o f  an im als that is estim ated

to  eq u a l the n u m b e r o f  o ffsp rin g  b o m  in a g am e  p o p u la tio n  d u rin g  a y ea r less the

n u m b e r o f a n im a ls  re q u ired  fo r re c ru itm en t for p o p u la tio n  m a in ten an c e  and 

e n h a n c e m e n t, w h en  n ec e ssa ry , and the n u m b er o f  an im als  in the p o p u la tio n  that die 

fro m  all cau ses , o th e r  than  p red a tio n  o r hum an  h arv est, d u rin g  tha t year;

(4 ) "h ig h  level o f  h u m an  harvest"  m eo.is the a llo c a t.o n  o f  a su ffic ien t 

p o rtio n  o f  the h a rv e s ta b le  sc rp lu s  o f  a gam e p o p u la tio n  to ach iev e  a  h igh  p ro b ab ility  

o f  su ccess  for h u m an  h a rv es t o f  the gam e p o p u la tio n  based  on  b io lo g ica l cap ab ilitie s

H C S  C S S B  250 ( ) -2 -
N e w  T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  [ D E L E T E D T E X T  BRAC KET ED ]
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of the population and considering hunter demand;

(5) "sustained yield" means the achievement and maintenance in 

perpetuity of the ability to support[a_high level ofjfiuman harvest of game, subject to

preferences among beneficial uses, on an annual or periodic basis.

* Sec. 6. AS 16.05.255 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(h) The Board of Game shall establish population and harvest goals and 

seasons for intensive management of identified big game prey populations to achieve 

a high level of human harvest.

-3 - H C S  C S S B  2 5 0 ( )
N e w  T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  [ D E L E T E D  T E X T  BRAC KETED ]
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Testimony on SB 250 
Mario Shedlock

I am here toduy to state my opposition to SB 250. This bill attempts to manipulate 
wildlife species for the benefit of hunters and trappers while disregarding non­
consumptive user groups. I am concerned that this proposed bill would set a precedent 
for one use of wildlife over another.

Wildlife is a resource that belongs to all Alaskans and should not be exploited by a 
specific user group. Consumptive use is a part of Alaska’s heritage, but wildlife 
management must be responsive to all public interests. SB 250 does not benefit 
responsible hunters, non-consumptive users, or native subsistence hunters.

This bill muy also do permanent damage to some brown bear populations in Alaska. 
Brown Bear habitat has been reduced by 70% around the Kenai Peninsula. If tin's bill 
were implemented would brown bear populations in this area will be subjected to 
intensive management as well?

It is the obligation of the state to manage renewable natural resources for the residents of 
the state. Alaskans deserve the right to expect that our enjoyment of fish and wildlife is 
reflected in the management budgets and practices of our state government. 
Unfortunately the Legislator has not figured out that Alaskan’s do not support state 
mandated predator control - which is the intent of SB 250.

Please oppose SB 250

Thank You

Mario Shedlock 
3901 Carolina Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99517
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April 22. 1998

To the House Finance Comm ittee,

Alaska Wildland Adventures has opera ted  backcouniry lodges, natural history, rafting, 
and fishing trips for twenty-two years on the Kenal Peninsula and in the Kantlshna region of 
Denali National Park. O ur goal Is fo r ou r guests to  actively experience Alaska In the spirit o f 
appreciation, participation, and sensitivity tow ard  the land, and Its Inhabitants. In all o f ou r 
activities, w e strive to  provide high-quality natural and cultural history In terpretation of the 
areas w e visit a' ,d the flora and fauna th a t w e observe.

The tourism  industry Is d ependen t upon the preservation of Alaska's w ilderness 
character, scenic vlcwsheds, fish and wildlife populations, and their critical hab ita t O u r - 
Industry ultimately depends upon these qualities to a ttra c t client?. HB 284 could have serious 
negative Impacts on Alaska’s tourism  Industry.

Alaska Wildland Adventures believes that It Is appropriate to  manage forests In 
response to  the Spruce Bark Beetle ou tb reak  to  guard against catastrophic wildfire and 
p ro tec t private property. Alaska W ildland Adventures also acknowledges that th e re  are 
situations where It may bo best to  allow the fo res t ecosystems to recover naturally. W e have 
been operating Kenal River rafting and fishing trips and hiking trips In areas seriously effected 
by the Spruce Bark Beetle for the last 10-15 years. Specifically, ou r guests appreciate natural 
ecosystems a t w o rk  m ore than they do dearcu ts and logging roads, For ou r form  of tourism, 
a natural recovery, o r  m anagement strategies tha t mimic natural disturbance o f forest 
ecbsystems has m ore econom ic value than aggressive treatment, Local, sustainable, value- 
added timber harvesting is preferable to  extensive, large-scale logging operations tha t a re  no t 
ecologically o r  economically sustainable o v e r the long-term.

W ithou t environmental safeguards In place for timber sales less than 200 acres, fish 
and wildlife populations could suffer. It is within the state's best Interest to  p ro te c t fish and 
wildlife hab ita t Residents and visitors alike depend upon Alaska's fish and wildlife resources 
fo r consumptive and non-consumptive uses.

P.O. Box 369 * Clrdwood, Alaska 99567 • Direct 907-783-2926 
Toll-Free: 600-334-8730 « Fax:907-763-2130 • Emailwlldlandffl»|»ak».n«t ♦ www.ml»»k*wlHUn«<,a»m
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This bill could also underm ine the efforts underway through the Bark Beetle Task 
Force, The task force encompasses federal and state agency representatives and o the rs  from  
many different Interest groups. HB 284 potentially underm ines the efforts o f the task, force,

Please oppose HB 284.

Sincerely,

Scott Thomas 
Program  D irecto r

cc: Alaska W ilderness Recreation arvj Tourism Association
G overnor Tony Knowles 
Alaska Conservation Alliance
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