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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date:

Title:
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“An Act relating to hearings before and autharizing BRU:

Sponsor: Rules Committee

Requester: Governor

Expenditures/Revenues

No. [
Bill Version:_S$A |03
(S) Publish Date: JT/Q-"* /q?‘

Dept. Affected: Office of the Governor
Commissions and Special Offices

Human Rights Commissiun

Component:

CMPONENT SERIAL NO.
(Thoi:sands of Dollars)

OPERATING EXPENDITURES

FY00 | FvoO1

PERSONAL SERVICES
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Estimata of any current year (FY97) cost: ¢

P(SITIONS
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ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

The Commission has seen a dramatic incresse in the number of Alaskans requesting services al a time when the Commission is operating
with fewer staff. As a result, the Commission now has more cases in its inventory than ever before in its 33-year history and Alaskans
must wait upwards of eight (8) months prior o cases reaching an investigator's desk. Passage of this bill will assist the Commission by
reducing costs and allowing it to reallocate these resources to investigations.

This legislation will provide the Commission with authorization to conduct hearings at its office, rather than incur the expease of travel for
the Hearing Advocate, and Hearing Examiner to the place wucre the unlawful conduct is alleged to have occurred.  Any savings resulting
from passage of this bill will be utilized in responding to the public's increased demand for services.

This bill also provides authorization for the Commission to charge fees for certain services, After legislative authorization is provided and
required regulations are promulgated, the Commission will estimate the level of fees to be collected aud seek the appropriate level of
authority for receipis in the budget process.
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Jim Ayers, Chief of Staff _ ; W Date:

Office of the Governor
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HOUSE CS FOR CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 103(FIN)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTIETH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
BY THE HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATE RULES COMMITTEE BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
"An Act relating to hearings before and fees for (e State Commission for

Human Rights; and providing for an effective date."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 18.80.060(b) is amended to read:
(b) In addition to other powers and duties prescribed by this chapter, the

commission may

(1) delegate to the executive director all powers and duties given it by
this chapter except the duties and powers given it by AS 18.80.120 and 18.80.130;

(2) call upon the departments and agencies of the state, with the
approval of the governor, for cooperation and assistince in carrying out this chapter;

(3) hold hearings under AS 18.80.120;

(4) _establish_the amount and manner of payment of fees for

educational services, information, and materials that the commission provides to
public and private organizations and other persons.

-1- HCS CSSB 103(FIN)
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]




W 0 2 e W N =

[ T = T o T e S ™ SN " Y Sy S G S P
M= O W e 0 N th WO e -

WORK DRAFT WG i, DRAFT 0-GS0045\B

* Sec. 2. AS 18.80.120 is amended to re.::

Sec. 18.80.120. Hearing. If the informal efforts to eliminate the alleged
discrimination are unsuccessful, the executive director shall inform the commission of
the failure, and the commission shall provide the respondent and the complainant with
notice of the failure and shall serve written notice, together with a copy of the
complaint, requiring the person, emnployer, labor organization, or employinent agency
charged in the complaint to answer the allegations of the complaint at a hearing before
the commission. The hearing shall be held by the commission at the commission
office unless a party [PLACE WHERE THE UNLAWFUL CONDUCT IS ALLEGED
TO HAVE OCCURRED UNLESS THE PERSON, EMPLOYER, LABOR
ORGANIZATION, OR EMPLOYMENT AGENCY] requests a change of venue for

good cause shown, and the commission grants the request. The case in support of

the complaint shall be presented before the commission by the executive director or
a designee who shall be a bona fide resident of the state. The person charged in the
complaint may file a written answer to the complaint and ay appear at the hearing
in person or otherwise, with or without counsel, and submit testimony. The executive
director has the power reasonably and fairly to amend the complaint, and the person
charged has the power reasonably «nd fairly to amend the answer. The comrnission
is not bound by the strict rules of evidence prevailing in courts of law or equity. The
testimony taken at the hearing shall be under oath and shall be recorded
[TRANSCRIBED AT THE REQUEST OF ANY PARTY TO THE HEARING].
* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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STATE OF ALASKA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

JUNEAU
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February 24, 1997 ~ ——

The Honorable Mike Miller
President of the Senate
Alaska State Legislature
Staie Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear President Miller:

In our efforts to reduce budgets, some actions that save money also create efficiencies
which better meet public service goals. That is the case with this bill regarding the Human
Rights Commission. This proposal provides the Commission more flexibility in its
operations and helps the body perform its essential work for the state.

The bill would allow the Human Rights Commission to hold hearings at its office in
Anchorage rather than where the alleged discrimination occurred, as is required undex
current law. This will save time and money in travel cosiz. The Commission would
continue to ensure that complainants may participate in the hearings.

This bill would alse allow the Commission to charge fees to cover the costs of services,
information and materials and to provide tapes rather than transcriptions of the hearings,

as currently required.

These changes would reduce the cost and time involved in resolving cases, helping the
Comrussion to werk through its tremendous backlog of cases, and better respond to the
public’s increased requests for its services. The result will be better human rights

protection for Alaskans.

Sincerely,

A

Ton.j{zmwles

Govemor






