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RECEIVED 

(\p r  0 1  1997

Neil Shishido 
P.O. Box 2155
Cordova, AK 99574 
March 18, 1997

Mark Hanley
Co-chairman House Finance Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol (MS3100)
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Mr. Hanley:

1 would like to call your attention to the allocation of $250,000 
for roof repairs at the Alaska Vocational Technical Center (AVTEC) in 
Seward contained in SB107 of the FY98 Capital Budget.

AVTEC serves a valuable function in providing valuable vocational 
training that is responsive to the changing needs of Alaska's 
industries. I am a recent graduate of the Diesel Engine Technology 
Program and have put that training to use in starting engine repair 
shop.

AVTEC depends upon legislative approval to maintain i ts  buildings 
and to carry out i ts  functions. I would like to urge you as co-chair of 
the Finance Committee to approve the needed roof repairs. I would also 
urge you to approve AVTEC's budget as contained in the Department of 
Education's budget request.

Thank you for your attention to this request.

Sincere.lv.

Neil Shishido
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C o o k  I n l e t  T r i b a l  C o u n c i l  I n c .

M  v t m - m  r w m - m  n ^ w u

March 17, 1996

r e c eiv e d
Representative Mark Hanley
Slate Capitol /\PR 0 1 1997
Juneau, AK 99801 -1182

Dear Representative Hanley:

We have reviewed the proposed reductions regarding the Department o f Health and 

Social Services budget for fiscal year 1998. Although we applaud the efforts o f the 

legislature to trim spending and downsize the state government, we are concerned that the 

proposed budget reductions w ill negatively impact the opportunities that w ill ensure the 

success o f welfare reform.

We are ask ing the legislature to reinstate the $6 .6 m illion in reinvestment funds into the 

Department o f Health and Social Services budget for fiscal year 1998. The reinvestment 

funding w ill a llow  DI-1HS to increase efforts in assisting AFDC recipients transition into 

productive employment opporluni'ies. It is essential that the Department o f Health and 

Social Services receive ///// appropriation o f  the S6.6 million in reinvestment dollars. 

These reinvestment dollars w ill assist in successful transitional services such as; work 

activities, child care and teen parent support.

To meet new ly imposed federal work requirements the state w ill have to double current 

efforts with regard to work and training programs. Without these reinvestment dollars it 

w ill be extremely hard for DI ISS to meet the significant challenges proposed by welfare 

reform. I f  we do not lake a pro-active role in welfare reform and ensure that the needed 

resources such as, child care and welfare to work services are available to AFDC 

recipients the costs w ill only increase and w ill become even more burdensome upon the 

state in future years.

Sincerely,

Q h ilA a
A. Debbie Fullenw idcr 

Cook Inlet Tribal Council

670 W. F irew eed  Lane, S u ite  200  • A n c h o ra g e , Alaska 99503-2578 • (907) 265-5900  • FAX (907) 265-5947



A l a s k a  N a t i v e  B r o t h e r h o o d
C a m p  N o .  2 ,  I n c .

M arch 2 5 , 1997
RECEIVED 

APR 0 1  1997
H o u se  of R e p re s e n ta tiv e s  
A laska S ta te  Capita} - MS 3101 
Ju n e a u , A la sk a  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

D ear R e p re s e n ta tiv e s  :

T he  A lask a  N ative  B ro th e rh o o d  (ANB) C am p  2 re c o m m e n d s  th a t th e  D ivision of 
C h aritab le  G am in g  b u d g e t b e  fu n d ed  a t th e  level p re s e n te d  to y ou  by  G o v ern o r T ony 
K now les, w h ich  am o u n t m a in ta in s  o p e ra tio n s  a t th e  cu rre n t level. A s you  c a n  s e e ,  th a t 
level for FY 9 7 -9 8  is $91 3 ,3 0 0 .

T h e  p ro p o s e d  d e c r e a s e d  fund ing  is $50 0 ,0 0 0 , w hich in o u r op in ion , w ould  effectively 
d isa b le  th e  G am in g  D ivision to th e  point of be in g  u n a b le  to m on ito r e n titie s  th a t a re  
o p e ra tin g  with a  S ta te  is s u e d  perm it. T h e  p ro p o se d  d e c r e a s e d  fu n d in g  will m e a n  tha t 
th e  D ivision s ta ff  w ould  no t b e  a b le  to c lo se ly  m onitor g am in g  o p e ra t io n s  to e n s u re  tha t 
o p e ra to rs  a d h e r e  to  a c c o u n ta b le  req u is ite s .

T h e re  is a  fe a tu re  in th e  en tire  m a tte r th a t a s to u n d s  us, th a t is th e  ra tio n a le  of 
d e c re a s in g  o p e ra tio n s . T h e  Division re c e iv e s  $ 9 1 3 ,3 0 0  bu t g e n e r a te s  $ 2 ,0 4 5 ,8 7 3  for 
th e  S ta te 's  g e n e ra l  fund from  gam ing  perm it o p e ra to rs . If th is  is co rrec t, w hy w ould  the  
S ta te  L e g is la tu re  w an t to d e c r e a s e  o p e ra tio n s?

W e a s k  th e  F in a n c e  C om m ittee to  c o n s id e r  m ain tain ing  the  D ivision of C h aritab le  
G am ing a t  $ 9 1 3 ,3 0 0  for FY 97-98 .

L est w e  fo rg e t w h a t h a p p e n e d  to ANB C am p  2 w hen  a  m a n a g e r  in th e  la te  8 0 ’s  an d  
early  9 0 ’s  w a s  co n v ic ted  for tak ing  $1 .5  million an d  left u s  with no th ing!

T h e  D e p a rtm e n t o f G am ing  p ro se c u te d  th e  individual a n d  w e  a r e  thankfu l.

R espectfu lly ,

A l fr e d  M cK inley, Sr. 
Seafood V ice P re s id e n t

ueff A n d erso n  
P re s id e n t

G e o rg e  W righ t /  
M em b er-ln -C h a rg e

320 West W illoughby Avenue, Suite 100 • Juneau, AK 99801 •  (907) 586-2049 •  Fax (907) 586-3301



Belinda L. Sunderland 
P.O. Bo.x 1033 

Unalaska, AK 99685 
Phone: (907) 581-1276 (w)

Fax: (907) 581-1496

To: Fairbanks Legislative Information Office March 26,1997
Fax (907) 456-3346

cc: Interior-Aleutians Campus, fax (907) 581-2505
Joan K. Wadlow, UAF Chancellor, fax (907) 474-6725

Subj: Public Opinion Message

Though most of what follows is a reiteration of tilings said in the past, it is 
necessary right now to put it in writing to stress a poinL

I am sure most people in this great land realize that nothing can function 
without the constant influx of money. Many also realize that nothing is free and are 
willing to pay their taxes to ensure services are rendered when wanted or needed.

The institution of education is no exception. Money makes the campus go 
'round, and in the case of education in Alaska, It must fund an institution that is far- 
flung to remote areas with few people.

Those people who seek to further their education in such adverse conditions 
should be given their due when it comes to perseverance and diligence. Not only must 
they be patient with a system that only recognizes them on a rotational basis, but many 
times their pursuit of a degree is put on hold until particular courses may or may not be 
offered.

That brings me to the point at hand. The offering of distance education courses 
is contingent upon the availability of the course materials and an instructor, both of 
which relv upon f u n d in g .  Here in Unalaska, we are fortunate enough to have a branch 
campus with personnel capable of teaching undergraduate and graduate level classes, 
albeit on a limited basis. For those people in other remote locations in the Bush, such a 
luxury is not afforded them, neither by people nor by funds.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks is the fulcrum about which many quality 
satellite programs rotate. By cutting funding in any form from the university, each 
satellite community is in jeopardy of being cut loose from the privilege of advanced 
educational opportunities.

„ P R 0 1  1957
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No matter how one looks at the process of funding and cutting, the larger 
picture of the future must be kept in focus. Give Alaskans the opportunity to educate 
themselves at home, and keep that work force (and subsequent consumer dollars) in 
the state. Too often I have witnessed graduating high school seniors leaving the state 
for better offers at colleges and uni vers’Vaes Outside. Too often I have witnessed people 
coming to Alaska to “make the big bucks/' leave with their money, and further their 
education outside the state.

We have some of the richest resources in Alaska. From oil to soil to minerals to 
trees to wildlife to people. Those Alaskans who transplant here or are born and raised 
here are the most familiar with these resources and how they should be cared for and 
handled. Educate them at home. Keep the engineers, foresters, agriculturists, miners 
and artists here to be the stewards we need for our vast resources. Nurture their sense 
of loyalty to home and hearth. The state cannot pay too much for its future and should 
not deny Alaskans the opportunity of getting a higher education because of funding 
constraints.

P .  0 2



John T. Fellerath 
P.O. Box 84716 

Fairbanks, AK 99708-4716
Received

APR 01 7997

March 26, 1997

Mark Hanley - Co-Chair 
House Finance Committee 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Mr. Hanley,

I am writing to object to proposed further reductions in funding for the University of

I am relatively new to Alaska but I am not new to the role state finances plays in public 
higher education. If Alaska wants to have a University, then Alaska needs to be willing 
to fund it adequately. Funding for the University o f Alaska has been effectively reduced 
for many years. Further reductions are unacceptable. Universities are expensive just like 
many other important institutions that a state needs or wants. Please fund the University 
properly!

Alaska.

Sincerely,

F airbanks, A laska
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HAPPY HOME DAY CARE 
Owner: Mrs. Trudy L. Knudsen 
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S o u t h c e n t r a l  f o u n d a t i o n
R E C E IV E D

March 25, 1997 APR 0 1 1997

Dear Representative Manley:

Thank you lor the opportunity to speak at the hearing held on March 22, 1997, on behalf of the 20,000 
clients served by Southcentral Foundation in the Anchorage area. Three of the State funded programs 
within Southcentral Foundation will be affected by the proposed budget cuts.

First, the only day-treatinont “clubhouse” program for severely and chronically mentally ill people in 
Anchorage, Southcentral Foundation's Quyana House will close due to the budget cuts. Of the 115 
patients who are served by that program, approximately 60 will have to return to the Alaska Psychiatric 
Institute for inpatient care. Quyana I louse, which was initially started with a State grant has been 
operating successfully with no State grant funds, but relies on income generated by billing Medicaid tor 
the services that the patients receive. With the proposed cuts to Medicaid, Quyana I Ioiil . ' 'ill close.

Second, the only residential treatment program for pregnant substance abusing women will be put in 
serious jeopardy of survival and will have to reduce the number o f clients it can serve. Dena A Coy, 
Southcentral Foundation’s facility, fortunately has some funding from the Indian Health Service, but 
with the cuts you have proposed to Medicaid, we will no longer be able to serve non-Nativc clients and 
will have to reduce the program's capacity to about half the number served now. The result of this will 
be an inevitable increase in Fetal Alcohol Syndrome (FAS) births. Rather than paying a small amount 
for treating these pregnant women, the State government will be faced with enormous bills incurred in 
trying to help the FAS babies that are born. Odd logic, don’t you think?

Third, Southcentral Foundation’s New Beginnings Program, which receives a modest $40,000 grant from 
the Healthy Families program, will be cut in half. Fortunately, again, we do have a small grant from the 
federal governmcnr that will enable the program to continue, but it will effectively be decimated. The 
program provides home visits, case management, and other services to mothers and infants who are 
extremely high risk; it has proven its effectiveness in significantly reducing child abuse.

As a health care professional and an Anchorage constituent, I believe that the proposed budget will not 
assist in balancing the budget but only result in shifting costs from effective, focused, cost conscientious 
services to more expense, less efficient State funded programs. The losers unfortunately will be tile 
neediest Alaskans.

Sincerely,

SOUTHCENTRAL FOUNDATION

President/CEO

670 West Fireweed Lane, Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
(907) 265-4900 • Fax (907) 265-5925 

Dental (907) 265-4965 • Optometry (907) 265-4974
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R E C E IV E D  

APR 0 1 1997

I am a lifelong resident of Haines and member of the Chilkat Bald Eagle Advirory 
Committee. My comments arc site specific and in regard to the new facilities 
constructed in 1996 at mile 19 of the Haines Highway. These facilities are located in the 
heart of the Chilkat Bald Eagle Preserve and include a turnout, information center, 
caretaker's cabin and outhouses. A nature trail and viewing platform were planned to be 
added to these in 1997. They are specifically mentioned in the proposed budget cuts to 
Stale Parks. The present facilities are being heavily used by the local population, 
tourists and tourism related businesses and will help to further enhance opportunities in 
the tourism industry. The long term benefits and fufore of local residents and businesses 
need assistance from the State o f Alaska through these type of facilities. Please make 
funding available for the continued operation and maintenance of the facilities presently 
in place and reconsider the proposed budget cuts.

S ’ ̂  d n  M <r, 

S igned : -
T estifier

//w 3 /  £> ,?/< ?/ AFm /s  /s r S  c’r v 'f  / ) J i' ij>p  r y  / / J
R e p re se n tin g  (O ptional)

P . O .  /Pc.y . T 3 Z  b L & tiS . ‘1 2 1 2 :7/
A d d re ss

^ 7 )  - Z / t ? ______________________________
Phone No.

9/86 Legislative Information Office



John H. Cloe 
2320 Canary Court 

A nchorage A K 99515 
(907) 243-1928

March 28,1997

P„eps Mark Hanky and Gene Themault 
Co-Chairs, House finance Committee 
State Capital, Juneau AK 99801-1182

Dear Sirs

I recently learned that House Finance Resource Committee decided to reduce the Office of History and 
Archaeology’s budget by $44,000.00, and I am concerned about the impact it will have of matching 
Federal fhnds and the office’s ability to discharge it responsibilities outlined in Section 106, National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966.

Because of the complexities the Federal-State relations for historic preservation oversight and die press of 
business, 1 feel that tire committee failed to understand ramifications of the budget reduction. Essentially, 
as I understand it, it would mean a loss $66,00.00 in Federal matching funds. The Federal government 
funds 60 percent of the Section 206 compliance.

The Office of History and Archaeology would also lose two positions, end possibly ;,s Federal 
certification. It would also mean delays in Federal construction projects due to the inability of the State to 
carry out its 106 responsibilities.

I have worked with the oflicc in both a professional and personal capacity and fmd it to be dedicated and 
highly competent governmental agency.

Before any final decisions are made, please have your staff review the impact that the proposed budget will 
have on the ability of the stale to perform its Sectior 106 compliance responsibilities. I am sending a 
simiiar letter to the Senate Finance Committee co-chairs

cc: Rep John Cowdery and Sen Sean Parnell 
Office of History and Archaeology
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Representative Mark Hanley 
716 W. 4th, Ste. 300 
Anchorage, AK 99501-2133 
465-2418

The bottom line today is quite important - but over the long term 
useless i f  we lose sight o f the goal line for tomon-ow.

Fund the State Public Higher Education System adequately, at least on 
a par with the National level o f General Fund appropriations for state 
systems o f higher public education operations.

That National average typically is about 10% plus. Alaska’s funding, 
unfortunately, is near the bottom o f the fifty at about 7% year after year. 
WHY?

Can we afford NOT to invest in the future o f Alaska's youth in  Alaska?

Let's keep ASTF intact for its original essential purpose. It extends the 
practical application o f knowledge in Alaska.

Wm. R. Wood

President (Emeritus) 
University of Alaska 

(1960-1973) 
Mayor of Fairbanks 

(1978-1980)

El D o ra d o  Estates #305 • 6 6 5  T en th  A v en u e  • E airbunki, A laska 99701 • U.S.A. • P lrn n r: (907> 457-62-16
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550 W. 7th Ave., Suita 1325 
Anchorage, AK 99501

Tel (907) 274-7366 
FAX (907) 276-1691

March 27, 1997

Representative M9rk Hanley 
Alaska House of Representatives 
State Capitol Bldg., Room 507 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley:

The Alaska Legislature (House & Senate) In its deliberations of the FY98 budget has recommended that 
the position o f E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  be elim inated from the Alaska Municipal Bond Bank Authority. As 
you are aware the Bond Bank has only two employees. One which Is the Executive Director. The other 
operations o f the Bond Bank Is accomplished by six (6) contracts with private businesses. This allows 
us to use the contractors only when needed,

The Bond Bank has been In operation for over 20 years helping Alaskan communities w ith their capital 
improvement projects such as water, waste-water facilities, roads, schools, docks, and utilities. The 
Bond Bank was established by the Legislature In 1976 as a public-private corpora tion that assists 
smaller communities to acquire needed projects by buying their loans and selling the AMBBA bonds on 
the open market. The A rating of the Bond Bank means we can sell the bonds at a lower rate and the 
savings Is passed on to the community in the form of lower Interest rates.

The Bond Bank has returned over $19,600,000 to the State's General Fund. The original Investment 
by the 1976 Legislature was $18,601,413. The Bond Bank Is self-supporting and does not receive 
any general fund monies from the Slate . The Bond Bank paid over $617,000 in FY96 to the State 's 
General Fund.

The priva tiza tion-partnering aspect of the Bond Bank allows us to act quickly and pro fessiona lly on 
projects. The elim ination of this position would Impede the current operations, long-term financing, 
and most defin ite ly the progress of future financial programs such as Revolving Loan Funds, Equipment 
Leasing, State Infrastructure Bank (capitalized with federal seed money). The Bond Bank is already an 
t'3tabllshed Authority that Is capable of managing these programs. To have the duiles o f this position 
transferred to a State Department would be a step backward for the Slate of Alaska and would dismantle 
the present services. (See Attachments)

Thank you for your past support and again w e n e e d  your assistance to reconsider your present action 
and restore this needed position. - — -  -  *■

S in ce re ly ,

Tom Freeman 
AMBBA Board Chairman

A
-3 ^ — _____
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THE PARTNERSHIP 
TO REBUILD AMERICA’S SCHOOLS ACT

OF 1997

PRESIDENT CLINTON’S 
SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION INITIATIVE

March 14, 1997



SUMMARY OF PRESIDENT CLINTON’S SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION LEGISLATION 
The Partnership to R ebuild  A m erica ’s  Schools A ct o f  1997

Much 14,1997

"We cannot expect ovr children to raise themselves up In schools that are literally fa lling  down."
President Clinton 
1997 State of the Union Address

TODAY, THE PRESIDENT WILL SEND TO CONGRESS LEGISLATION TO HELP LOCAL COMMUNITIES 
AND STATES REBUILD THE NATION'S SCHOOLS. As America moves into the 21st century, our schools should 
too. The President’s new legislation — the Partnership to Rebuild America’s Schools Act — meets his commitment to 
provide S5 billion over four years, leveraging S20 billion, to hdp local communities and states rebuild America’s schools 
— through both upgrading and new construction to respond to population increases and shifts. The need for this is dear.

♦ Record Numbers of School Buildings in Disrepair. One-third of all schools—serving 14 million students—need
extensive repair or replacement. About 60 percent of schools have at least one major building feature, such as
leaky roofe and crumbling walls, in disrepair. {Souree: Oaati Aanart* Office Report: "Scboot F*cUhJt»: Amtrict'i Scbooh Report Diffabf 

Jw  14,1996]

• Student Population at an AU-Tlme High. Many school districts also face the need to build new schools to 
accommodate enrollment growth. Public school enrollment in grades K-12 is expected to rise 20 percent between 
1990 and 2004. (Sourca: US. ofGJTBMi-o. StatiiBca! Abtrracl o f  the (Jmrtd Suits,! 995, p. 151]

A State and Local Responsibility, and a National Concent. The federal government can, and should, play a 
crucial role in addressing this increasing problem of school disrepair by providing limited resources fc a manner that 
spurs states, communities, and even the private sector to provide adequate school facilities for all children.

MPR 29 '9 7  H :560M  AK MUNI BOND BONK ’ P .3 /3

KEY ELEMENTS OF THE PARTNERSHIP TO REBUILD AMERICA’S SCHOOLS ACT
• Allocates 52,45 billion to help states increase school construction and renovation. Using a new formula 

based on the Title I basic grants formula (and after providing SI 00 million to Native Americans and the 
territories), the legislation allocates one half of the $5 billion to stales. In order to receive these funds, a state 
will have to provide assurances that it will increase, over a four-year period, the amount of school construction 
paid for with state, local and private funds.

• Targets another 52.45 billion to the needs of the 100 school districts that enroll the greatest numbers of 
children living in poverty. Under the legislation, those districts that have the greatest school construction 
needs, according to GAO data, will be eligible for a direct allocation. Of the amount available for direct 
grants, 70 percent will be allocated by formula, and the remaining 30 percent will be distributed competitively 
to those districts that have the greatest needs and the best construction plans and are willing to provide the 
most support from non-federal sources.

• Provides flexibility to states by reducing interest 0’ • other financing costs of new school construction and 
renovation. This legislation provides funds to slates and school districts to use as interest subsidies for school 
construction bonds; to reduce the servicing costs of other financing vehicles; to capitalize stare revolving funds I 
for school construction; or for other similar purposes. This flexibility meshes with a variety of stare and local 
school financing mechanisms.

Leverages additional spending on school construction and renovation. This legislation focuses on 
incremental spending. That is, recipients must demonstrate how rite federal funds will be leveraged, so that 
the total amount spent on school construction in communities will increase.

Applies to a wide range of improvement projects, including construction of elementary and secondary 
sdiooJ facilities, renovations to ensure health and safety of students, improvements of the basic infrastructure 
(e.g., electrical, plumbing and heating systems), increases in energy efficiency, improvements required by the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, construction that prepares facilities for installation of modem educational 
technology, or construction necessary for the establishment of charter and community schools. j

> Provide; flexibility for state and local governments In using federal subsidies. Stare and iocal recipients
would have the flexibility to determine vmich construction activity is deemed the highest priority and funded by 
the federal subsidies. Such determinations would be based on a survey of stale or local construction needs.
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f a x  t r a n s m i t t a l  

I llfl’LY TAX NUMBER 19 (907) 7.71M309

SENATOR: Mark Hanley 3/29/97
Juneau
FAX: 465-2418

RE: State Legislature Consideration of drastic cuts to the Division of Trade & Development....

Dear Senator Hanley:

Being a small business owner and having been bom and raised in Alaska, I’ve "trudged” through the 
many peaks and valleys of our State’s economy. It seems just when things are going in a even or 
positive direction, the inevitable happens, and the “economic air" is knocked out of u s !

Any basic investment theory will agree, diversification is the key to long term success. Relying on
the majority of one or two items for our economic income, will no doubt result in eventual failure, (bottom
of the valley).

Alaska is, and probably will remain for some time, a resource extraction State. Our resources are our 
economic income. Currently Oil, (majority of our eggs in one basket), is handled by the “Big Players”. 
But our other resources such as seafood, timber and mining, (to a degree), still allows the individual 
citizen, (entrepreneur) to make an economic stand!

But without the help of the Division of Trade, we are solely left to our own The large Oil Companies have 
vast budgets for marketing, R&D, and Political introduction. We only have the help of the Du, of Trade!

With the highly effective help to the many small Alaskan businesses, the Div. of Trade has helped put 
Alaska on the World Map as much more than a “Frozen Gas Stop”. Lets not let Alaska slide back 
into that concept.

I HIGHLY request that you do not vote for a reduction in the Divisions budget. Over the past 5 years 
it has already been reduced by more than 30%. Cutting any further will have disastious effects, not 
only on current situations, but on future trade business that ultimately eliminates our DIVERSITY !

Please consult with your fellow legislators and STOP any consideration to reducing the Div. budget.
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CORPORATION

M a r c h  2 7 ,  1 9 9 7

T h e  H o n o r a b le  M a r k  H a n le y  
A la s k a  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  
S ta te  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u , A K  9 9 8 0 1 - J 10 2

R E :  D N R  - F o r e s t  P r a c t ic e s  B u d g e t

D e a r  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  H a n le y :

T h is  le tte r  is  to  le n d  o u r  s u p p o r t  to  m a in t a in in g  a  f u n c t io n in g  c a d r e  o f  
fo resters  w i t h in  D N R ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t iy .  T h e  H o u s e  F in a n c e  
s u b c o m m it te e  D N R  b u d g e t  in c lu d e d  a  r e d u c t io n  o f  $ 15 0 ,0 0 0  i n  th e  F o r e s t  
R e s o u r c e s  a n d  P r a c t ic e s  ( F P A )  c o m p o n e n t .  W h e n  th e  b u d g e t  c o n fe r e n c e  
c o m m it te e  w e  r e s p e c t iv e ly  re q u e s t  re s to ra t io n  o f  th e  $ 15 0 ,0 0 0  to  th e  D i v i s i o n  
o f  F o r e s t  B u d g e t .

T h e  e f fe c t iv e  im p le m e n t a t io n  o f  A la s k a 's  F o r e s t  P r a c t ic e s  A c t  r e q u ir e s  
s u f f ic ie n t  D N R  fo r e s tr y  s t a f f  to  p a r t ic ip a te  i n  p r e -h a rv e s t in s p e c t io n s  a n d  to  
m o n it o r  im p le m e n t a t io n  o f  F o r e s t  P r a c t ic e  s ta n d a r d s . S e a la s k a  C o r p o r a t io n  
a lo n e  f i le d  2 4  s e p a r a te  F o r e s t  P r a c t ic e  N o t i f ic a t io n s  i n  19 9 6  a n d  h a s  f i le d  1 7  
n o t if ic a t io n s  in  19 9 7 .  I n  a d d i t io n  i t  a ls o  r e q u e s te d  o v e r  te n  d if fe r e n t  v a r ia t io n  
in s p e c t io n s  b y  D N R .

S e a la s k a  r e c o g n iz e s  th a t  b u d g e t  r e d u c t io n s  are  a r e a l it y . Tt a n d  o th e r s  in  th e  
t im b e r  in d u s tr y  are  d o in g  t l ie ir  p a r t to  c a rry  th e  b u d g e t  b u r d e n . F o r  e x a m p le ,  
S e a la s k a , th e  A l a s k a  F o r e s t  A s s o c ia t io n ,  a n d  o th e r  t im b e r  in te re s ts  h a v e  
in v e s te d  o v e r  $ 4 0 0 ,0 0 0  to  im p le m e n t  th e  m o n it o r in g  r e q u ir e m e n ts  in  th e  
F o r e s t  P ra c t ic e s  A c t  e v e n  th o u g h t  w c  w e r e  n o t  r e q u ir e d  to  a s s u m e  th e  
m o n it o r in g . W e  r e c o g n iz e d  o u r  o b l ig a t io n  is  to  h e lp  w i t h  m o n it o r in g  in  
lo g g e d  w a te r s h e d  to  d e te r m in e  i f  th e  A c t  is  p r o v id in g  n c c c s s a iy  p r o te c t io n s  to  
f is h  h a b ita t  a n d  w a te r  q u a l i t y .

0«e Sealaska Plazn, Suite 400 • Juniiau. AK 99801-1276 • PHonn (007) 608-1512 - rax(907) 58G-1826
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Sealaska is implementing other practices to reduce the State’s fiscal burden to 
implement the Act including self reporting o f violations, conducting its own 
compliance audits and other actions to improve the Act’ s administration.
However, the industry can not do everything. The public expects that the 
State w ill have its people on site to ensure that before harvest begins all 
environmental controls are in place. The public also expects the State to 
monitor ongoing operations to ensure continued compliance and that per- 
opcrations requirements are implemented.
The industry, State agencies, fishermen and others are collaborating on 
revisions to the Forest Practices Act and Regulations. These revisions w ill 
augment the protection standards in one o f the nation’s most effective Forest 
Practices programs. We expect the changes w ill be implemented shortly. 
Division o f Forestry personnel w ill need to inform operators o f vhe new 
standards and provide assistance in their implementation. Reductions, 
particularly in forestry field staff, w ill detract from efficient implementation of 
these changes.
We appreciate your support o f the Division’s Forest Practices budget and the 
recognition o f how important the Division’s Foresters are to an effective 
Forest Practices program.

Sincerely,

cc: Locschci
Kito
Commissioner Shively
Dcnn Brown, A cting SlHte Forester

SEALASKA CORPORATION

Richard P. Harris
Vice President Resource
Planning and Administration

KPHimlh



41 ALASKA WING, CIVIL AIR PATROL
headquarters

AUXILIARY o r  THE UHITEO STATES AIR FO RCE 
BLOG. 42-560 

E lU EN D O R F A FB . AK 9950A

To; Hep. Mark Hanley, Chairman, Alaska State House finance Committee.
Rep. Gary Davis, Chairman, Finance Subcommittee (Public Safety). 

INFO: Sen. Bert Sharp, Sen. Randy Phillips, Sen. Dave Donley. 
Gentlemen,

The Civil Air Patrol was unable to testify by telecon in 
Anchorage recently to again present our request for financial 
aupport. We ask that you accept this written input .instead.

The State provides ua with about 5# of our total financial 
needs. 2% comes from the USAF and the balance cornea from 1600 
volunteers, 3 0 0  of which are pilots.

The State of Alaska support is very vital and our requested 
856 ,̂000. budget for this year i3 a "bare bones" amount. Included 
in this amount is unanticipated maintenance items at our facilities 
in Anchorage, Fairbanks, and Kodiak, deferred maintenance, under­
ground fuel tank jmoval, and basic hangar facilities.

We know that your job to reduce expenditures is almost in­
surmountable. But may we point out again the "big bargain" the 
State recieves from this Volunteer Service,.which is nearly Ten 
Million dollars a year.

In the budget constraint situation this expenditure is realy 
saving us money considering how much another non-volunteer search 
and rescue activity would C06t us.

Si you

William (Bill) Dam 
Government Affairs Officer 
Alaska Wing, CAP
277 0767

T 0  ■ d dWO CIJ ! M to >, -3 to | t, 3 O : S T MON i 6 - T S - d a
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Kelli M ahoney 
925 Lone C ub W ay 
W asilia, AK. 99654

Howse
To th e  Se n a te  F inance Com m ittee and  m em bers of th e  H ouse an d  S e n a te  from 
Mat-Su:

T he  leg islatu re  h a s  gone too  far in their h a s te  to  cut the  budget a t the e x p e n se  
of hum an beings. L egislators seem  to believe tha t they  w ere e lec ted  to cut the 
s ta te  b u dget a t any c o s t  T hey do no t believe tha t vo ters c a re  abou t w hat 
h a p p e n s  to th e  politically invisible, the poor. T hey d o n ’t understand  tha t w hen 
governm en t s p e n d s  m oney to p reven t social problem s, less  m ust b e  sp en t on 
th e  resu lts  of th o se  social problem s. T he legislators who c rea te  the  problem s by 
cutting m oney to p reven t social ills know they w on’t be  in office w hen th o se  
social ills a re  fully evident. T he o n es  who really n e e d  to p ro test th e s e  cu ts a re  
th o se  who will b e  hurt -  in the  long term, tha t m ean s  all of us. H ere a re  som e 
cu ts  th a t particularly horrify me.

R ecently  1 tou red  W asilia High School with a  group of p a ren ts  and  teach e rs . In 
so m e  c la sse s , s tu d en ts  s a t  on  th e  floor, an d  d esk s  w ere  falling apart. In English 
c la s s e s  th e re  w as o ne  com puter p e r  40 studen ts. Yet th e  leg islature w ishes to 
cu t 5750 ,000  from m oney fo r education, resulting in the  loss of $13.5  million in 
federal funds. Two and  a  half million will be  cut from an  a lready  stra ined  
university budget.

After reduction of w elfare, 4 0 0  to 500 ex- recip ien ts m ust find jobs in th e  Valley 
a lone. Y et th e  m oney for job training will be  elim inated. The carefully p lanned  
an d  practical "O ne S top” job a ss is ta n c e  office will c lo se  its doors. For th o se  
lucky en o u g h  to  g e t o ne  of th e  non-existent jobs, child ca re  p rogram s will b e  cut 
$1 .7  million. S o  will p rogram s that help k eep  child ca re  sa fe  an d  affordable for 
fam ilies working low paying jobs just to survive.

Poverty  affects parenting  in a  negative  way. After cutting m oney to  help  em ploy 
pa ren ts , w e n e e d  even  m ore m oney to help fam ilies deal with crisis an d  family 
s tre ss . Y et th e  leg islature w an ts  to elim inate th e  Healthy Fam ilies program , o n e  
a lread y  proven to  red u ce  th e  hum an and  financial co st of family malfunction. 
W hen  th e  leg islatu re  cu ts th e  popular and  hum ane rental a s s is ta n c e  program , 
so m e of th e se  fam ilies will not even  have a  hnm e to  visit. T he legislature a lso  
w an ts  to  cut over $600 ,000  from Child Support Enforcem ent efforts, a lready  
u n ab le  to m ee t th e  dem and.



T here are unaccep tab le  Cuts In m edical supp lies for the  disabled, poor and  
elderly.

A laska h a s  a  high ra te  of a b u se  to  children, th e  elderly, an d  w om en already, 
ev en  with curren t levels of incom e an d  h o m e lessn ess . W hat h av e  our 
leg islators p lanned  for th e  increasing levels of a b u s e ?  They will limii m oney to 
th e  Council on  D om estic V iolence an d  Sexual A buse. T hey plan to deny  victims 
of violent crim es any  com pensation. Adult protective se rv ice s  for the  ag ed  who 
a re  vu lnerab le  to ab u se , and  the liscencm g of a ss is te d  living program s a re  also  
being axed.

W ith cu ts  we will have  red u ced  training for law enforcem ent officers. W e lose 24 
n ew  corrections officers, and  violent offender b ed s  that could be  paid for with 
th e  he lp  of federal funds. V illage public safe ty  officers will not b e  hired for at 
le as t se v e n  com m unities without protection, and  new  prison g u ard s  will not 
p ro tec t our citizens from crime. Firefighter training tha t is proven to reduce  
d e a th s  by fire will not b e  provided.

Laws protecting A laskans from pollution and  from u n regu la ted  landfills and  
industrial w a s te s  will b e  w eak en ed  by reduction of th e  environm ental crim e unit.

Finally, th e  leg islatu re  w ishes to elim inate th e  C om pass program , o n e  tha t 
a s s is ts  com m unities in mobilizing to so lve their own problem s. The Mat Valley 
w as  fortunate  enough  to rece ive  o n e  of th o se  g ran ts  and  valley peop le  w ere 
tra ined  to m obilize—for w hat?

P le a se  rem em ber that to m o st C hristians it is a  fact tha t fact tha t G od loves the  
poor. R em em ber w hat Christ sa id  abou t th o se  who do not feed  an d  clo the the 
poor. I am  ash am e d  to b e  an  A laskan during this E a s te r  sea so n . R ecently  an  
b ishop  w as  e lec ted  A laskan of th e  year. W hat did th is B ishop sa y  abou t the 
p ro p o sed  w elfare cu ts?

rem ain yours on th e  s id e  of justice,

I P :  91 NOW L6- lE-WH



(Dennis % M aas 
'L ijttr< te  'M aas 
T .O . !o.x.2434 

5. fcfohta, SMhZ99669

R E C E W E o  

APR 01 1 9 9 7

March 21 , 1997

To: Mark H anley

As a p rou d  resid en t o f  the sta te  o f  Alaska and  sib ling o f  a d isab led  
ch ild , I am  ap alled  w ith  the recen t p rop osed  cu ts to  M edicaid m ade  
by th e  H ouse F inance C om m ittee. Having first h an d  exp erien ce  in 
caring for  th e  d isab led , I can a ttest that it is a lread y  a d ifficu lt task  
to care for  their sp ecia lized  m edical n eed s. A ny red uction  to the  
serv ices n ow  availab le  w ill further jeop ard ize  the hea lth  o f  m any  
d isab led  in d iv id u als. T he q u ality  o f  life  for th ou san d s o f  a laskans 
han gs in th e  balance o f  th is decision .

I had a lw ays th ou gh t that Alaska w as a sta te  w h o had  its priorities  
strait. W e h ave  a rep utation  to u p hold  here. We cu rren tly  set the  
exam p le  for the rest o f  th e  nation  w ith ou r  program s availab le  to the  
d isab led . I a lso  rea lize  th at som e budget cu ts n eed  to be m ade. In 
order to d o  th is effectiv ly , w e m ust n o t catagorize  the d isab led  a long  
w ith  th e  rest o f  th e  M edicaid /W elfare p op u la tion . In order to balance  
the b u d get h u m an ely , w e m ust not d o  so  on  the backs o f  the  
disabled .



R E C E IV E D

APR 0 1 1997

Dear Representative Hanley:

I have a serious concern about the legislative priorities as they appear now. I t  
is unconscionable tc suggest increasing your own budget, while decreasing 
areas of the budget tha t affect children and families.

I f  welfare-to-work is going to achieve its desired benefits and intended reform, 
support is need for parents:

• Parents need to work.
• Parents need to have access to q u a lity  child care for their children.
• Parents need to know the ir children are safe.

I f  we are going to stop this recurring pattern of welfare and unemployment, 
support is needed for children:

• Children need q u a lity  child care i f  we are to maximize their potential
and develop the ir skills.

I t  is often said tha t "children are our future." Well, children are here now. We 
need to give them the maximum support now, so that in the future they w ill 
be astute, involved, contributing members in  our community.

P reven tion  is the key. I t  begins in  the ea rly  years - w ith  q u a lity  ea rly 
education and w ith  q u a lity  ch ild  care!

I  re spec tfu lly  request th a t you resto re  the  funds needed fo r  ch ild  care 
grants, fo r  resource and re fe rra l, fo r  education and tra in in g , and fo r 
deve lopm enta lly app rop ria te  m ate ria ls  fo r  centers and programs.

Thank you fo r cons ide ring  the ch ild re n  and fam ilies o f o u r state.

M a r c h  2 3 ,1 9 9 7

Pat Byrne
Advocate for children and families
Teacher, Project P/PRIDE, Anchorage School D istrict
President-Elect, Anchorage Association for the Education of Young Children

Sincerely,

(AAEYC)



Mark Hanley
Co-Chair, Senate Finance Committee
Stale Capital
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

R E C E I V E D

fjpR  0 1  1997

Dear Co-Chair;

I am sure you have been receiving many letters, FAXcs. and phone calls regarding the legislature’s intent 
to cut funding for (he University of Alaska. This letter also is aligned with those who arc vehemently opposed to 
such cuts, but 1 would like to raise some points probably not addressed in most of those other letters.

The University of Alaska has taken decades to build, and at one point in lime it actually had a good 
reputation for being a quality institution of research and higher learning. This reputation now is clearly in doubt, 
and citizens of Alaska arc asking whether its legislators seriously care about this state of affairs, or whether they 
arc aware that further cuts to its budget will have dire consequences. In fact, if we do not increase UA's funding it 
may still not survive as a respectable university system.

We believe it to be highly probable that the latest budgetary discussions reflect the shameful fact that our 
legislators have a very poor understanding of higher education and its role in society. No great, or prosperous, or 
ethical society has ever achieved its success without wisely investing in institutions of higher education and the 
endeavors that go on inside their walls— meaning that universities tire not universities per se if they only function 
as glorified high schools. Yet the level or financial support being offered by the slate seems to reflect a set of naive 
and short-sighted opinions by people who believe that the workings of a university arc made up of rooms, chairs, 
chalkboards, and teachers orating non-stop as if they functioned as production workers, and as long as those items 
arc minimally paid for, then university funding is adequate. This clearly must be a reasonable conclusion about the 
altitude in Juneau, otherwise it is inconceivable how the legislature could propose such cuts (while at the same time 
increasing its own operating budget — people have been clambering for smaller government, not smaller 
education. See the irony?)

It is sad, but the acts of our legislators regarding the university budget and other issues lately demonstrate 
that their concept of an efficient and functional society is one where market forces alone dictate what is important 
in our society. The rhetoric from Juneau is thick with the innuendo that the state should stop worrying about (and 
paying for) items which free markets “should” lake care of. The examples arc many: Why for instance, do we need 
a Department of Conservation— do citizens nee J governmental oversight of industries such as mining, 
construction, and logging? Of course not. After all. if citizens want to ensure that they have a clean healthy 
environment to live in, then their desires will be played out in market economics where the consumer’s shopping 
power will only support clean developers, while those who operate unscrupulously will be purged because people 
will not buy their products. 1 hope you see how silly this reasoning is and how facetious I am being. I also hope that 
you can see how this thought applies to other issues, such as university funding.

Modern, societies need to use government to pay for services and facilities which the private sector docs 
not provide because they arc not profitable. This includes programs like welfare and the Department of 
Conservation. The current political agenda reflects some twisted belief that any service which is not profitable is 
unnecessary— for if it was necessary', then private industry would find a way to profitably provide it. This 
philosophy will undoubtably go down as the great myth of the 1980’s and 1990’s (and by the way, citizens of other 
countries arc laughing about it already). Government’s role is to (tike care of the things which arc not profitable, 
but which arc good for our society, and government should be the people’s tool to create the society it strives for 
and to make it as good a society as possible. In this light, one of government’s most important responsibilities is to 
support higher education— because this is one of the main ways that our culture develops mature thought and 
perspective in adults. This means paying for a quality university system. The benefits of this investment do not

Paul Mathcus and Toos Omtzigl 
1743 Coyote Trail 
Fairbanks, AK 99709

March 25, 1997



always show up as short term profits or gains. It is an investment into the betterment or our citizenship— and not 
just in the form of more highly skilled laborers, as legislators so crudely like to characterize a well-educated 
person. We arc talking about education and training into facets of life (both directly and indirectly) that impact 
much more than just worker productivity. They directly influence the type of world we live in as social creatures.

So when you hear that some professor in Fairbanks is studying the way that bugs survive over winter, 
don’t look at that as some esoteric researcher getting his/her kicks off the public dole. Instead, see it for what it 
truly is for our society— a person who is fascinated enough by the world to devote his/her life to understanding 
and explaining it in the most professional way possible and who is willing to teach others. But more ir -ortant, see 
him/her as t l r  person who inspires students to follow thoughts, ideas, and issues that arc importam i.iem. These 
arc the types of people who then go on to be positive, contributing members of a good society. If you would like to 
put this into a more practical perspective, then consider this: The inspirational scientist interested in how bugs 
overwinter may not find a cure for cancer, but the person who docs find that cure most certainly will have been a 
protege of such a scientist. Simple math and simple minds do not see such connections.

Finally, many of us find it difficult to understand how members of the current legislature approach the 
issue of university funding so cavalierly, since they arc indeed a temporary body that is about to make a decision 
which will help destroy an entity which so many people and legislators before them have built up. The University 
is an investment made for us by preceding generations, and it really docs not seem ethical for you to whittle away 
at this positive piece of our society which the state has invested so much into already. Which of you will stand up 
in twenty years from now and say, “I’m responsible." when all of the quality professors have left UA, when classes 
arc being taught by temporary instructors (after all, that saves money, doesn’t it?), when there isn’t any real 
research being done to attract new students or quality faculty, and when no students want to go to our universities 
anymore because they simply consist of a few hollow rooms with chairs, a blackboard, and uninspired, underpaid 
instructors who arc looking for jobs at other universities in slates which give a damn. If you want to put the issue 
into market terms, consider the fact that we have to compete with other states and universities for students and 
quality personnel— not just to attract them, but to keep them— and that we just cannot do that without an 
investment. Good companies continually reinvest in themselves and they do what it takes to keep their valuable 
people happy. That seems to us to be something you should understand and consider with great care.

The University of Alaska has spent nearly a century building itself into a stale university of quality and 
character. It would trike very little to destroy it. Please have the foresight to give our university the support it needs 
to remain a quality institution and to rebuild itself from its recent onslaught. Hopefully, then we all may benefit in 
the long run from its many, but often intangible, contributions to our state. Indeed, is it not your job to help guide 
this stale to a belter long term future?

Sincerely,

Paul Mathcus

Toos Umtzigl



R E C E IV E D

2 8  M arch , 1 9 9 7
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R e p re se n ta tiv e  M ark H anley  
L eg is la tu re , S ta te  of A laska 
S ta te  C ap ita l 
J u n e a u ,  Ak 9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

D ea r Mark,

T h is  e x p r e s s e s  o u r co n ce rn  o v e r im pend ing  b u d g e t red u c tio n s  to  th e  S ta te  H istoric 
P re se iv a tio n  P rog ram .

T h e  A lask a  A ssocia tion  for H istoric P re se rv a tio n  is a  non-profit, all vo lun teer, 
S ta te w id e  o rg an iza tio n  th a t is vitally d e p e n d e n t  on  th e  O ffice of H istory an d  
A rch aeo lo g y  (OHA) for su p p o rt in carry ing  ou t o u r effo rts  to h e lp  p re s e rv e  A la sk a 's  
p reh is to ric  a n d  historic re s o u rc e s . W e cu rren tly  h a v e  2 2 9  paid  m e m b e rs  for 1997. 
O ur p a r tn e rsh ip  with th e  OHA allow s u s  to ex p a n d  th e  historic p re se rv a tio n  a t  no  c o s t 
to  S ta te  o r F ed era l funds, an d  I b e liev e  w e  h a v e  m a d e  a  significant im pact. T h e  
p ro p o s e d  cu t to OHA h o w ev e r will se rio u s ly  e n d a n g e r  o u r ability to  aid  in th is  
w orthw hile e ffc 't, a n d  e sp ec ia lly  in th e  tim e fram e  of th e  G old R u sh  C en ten n ia l.

Of n o ta b le  c o n c e rn  is th e  fact th a t a  red u c tio n  in S ta te  funding will re d u c e  th e  F e d e ra l 
fund ing  w hich is g en e ra lly  b a s e d  on  a  4 0 %  fund m atch  from th e  S ta te . T h u s  a  
red u c tio n  in S ta te  funding  h a s  a  m uch la rg e r  im pact on  th e  p re se rv a tio n  p ro g ram . I 
u n d e rs ta n d  th a t a  $ 9 4  th o u s a n d  S ta te  cu t will h a v e  a  to tal reduction  of $ 2 3 5 .2  
th o u s a n d  on  th e  OHA S ta te  H istoric P re se rv a tio n  P rogram .

I resp ec tfu lly  u rg e  you to  p ro tec t th e  S ta te ’s  H istoric P re se rv a tio n  P ro g ram  by no t 
a s s e s s in g  th e s e  im pend ing  red u c tio n s .

S in c e re ly ,

645 West Third Avenue • Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2124



M arch 2 1 , 1997

John &Sferii Cfucscman 
lZ7m?crut 
Sohfolna, AX99669

To: Mark Hanley

Received

A P R  0 1  Jg g 7

I am responding to the massive cuts  to Medicaid proposed by 
the House Finance Subcommittee. i t  i s  p resen t ly  d i f f u l c t  to 
provide care and a ss is tan ce  to ch ild ren  with d i s a b i l i t i e s .

I am a mother of two severe ly  disabled children .  These 
children  are my l i f e .  I c a n ' t  begin to t e l l  you what 
b eau t i fu l  human beings they are. However, they require  very 
intense and constant(24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days 
a year) care. They are completely and t o t a l l y  dependent upon 
myself for  every aspect of t h e i r  care. I t  i s  very d i f f i c u l t  
and try ing  most of the time, but they are mine and I love 
them,therefore I'm w i l l in g  to do i t .  However I find th a t  i t  
w il l  be impossible to provide for  my c h i ld re n 's  needs i f  
there are any fu r th e r  Medicaid cu ts .  I f  I c a n ' t  care for  my 
children  a t  home, I w i l l  have no choice but to 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e  them. The cost  for i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  
would be in excess of $280,000.00 per year.

Alaska p re sen t ly  leads the way in the d e - in s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  
of people with d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  re tu rn ing  them to t h e i r  
fam il ies  and home communities. The very foundation of the 
community service system w i l l  be eroded by any cuts in these 
e s s e n t ia l  se rv ices  for  people with d i s a b i l i t i e s .  The q ua l i ty  
of l i f e  th a t  we've endeavored to provide for our disabled 
population w il l  u l t im a te ly  be destroyed.

Sincere ly ,



MARGUERITE A. McINTOSH, M.D., C.M.
35670 Kenai Spur Hwy., Suite 104B 
Soldotna, Alaska 99669 
Telephone: (907) 260-3933

m i l l  m /

March 24, 1997

Representative Mark Hanley 
Room 8507, S ta te  Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99S01-1182

Dear Representative Hanley:

I am a -family p r a c t i t io n e r  in Soldotna, Alaska. I have occasion 
to meet many special children who have various handicaps.

The importance of special programs for these children cannot be 
over estimated. They are in need of more, not l e s s ,  se rv ices  to 
make both the ir  l iv es  and the l ives  of the ir  parents  e a s ie r .  For 
some of these children special programs can mean the d if fe rence  
between complete dependence and independence. Because my l i t t l e  
boy Daniel, who i s  three years old, was diagnosed with autism one 
year ago - th i s  point has r e a l ly  h i t  home with me. Through 
spec ia l ized  t ra in in g ,  my Daniel can become a productive member of 
socie ty .  Without the spec ia l ized  t ra in ing ,  he will be trapped 
forever in a wor1d of s i len ce .

Until you have a ch i ld  with a special problem, you never know the 
incred ib le  heroism of both children and the paren ts .  These 
parents need al l  our support.

Please consider every d o l la r  spent on these children as well 
worth i t .  Thank you for doing your job, thank you for 
representing  al l  members of our soc ie ty ,  including those who - 
through no fa u l t  of th e i r  own -  were given a harder load to bear 
throughout the i r  l iv e s .

God b1 ess you.

MAM/wk p
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0  8  1997

Representative Mark Hanley 
State Capital, Rm. 507 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley:

I would like to preface this letter by stating that I am neither associated with any 
environmental organizations, consulting companies, nor do I work for the State of Alaska. I 
have spent a lot of time and effort writing this letter and have had first-hand experience with 
what I say. I am writing to you because I strongly oppose the proposed amount being 
budgeted for ADEC’s Solid Waste Division for FY 1998 and I recommend that the funding 
level for this division be returned to that of FY 1997.

The proposed budget for ADEC’s Solid Waste Division for r'Y ‘98 is $690,000 (HB 75).
This includes approximately $400,000 from the general fund and $270,000 from public 
program receipts according to a Legislative Fiscal Analyst I spoke with. This is a significant 
decrease from the enacted FY ‘97 conference committee budget of $1,138,700 that included 
$873,600 from the general fund and $260,800 from public program receipts.

Although I am quite familiar with the Majority’s reasons for cutting the state’s budget, I am 
respectfully requesting that you carefully consider and respond specifically to my brief 
discussions of the following impacts that this cut will have:

1. Undesirable EPA scrutiny and regulation from Seattle.
2. Unique Alaskan problems will not be advocated to the federal government and more 

stringent, costly, and sometimes completely non-applicable laws will be applied.
3. The lack of environmental protection may be an embarrassment for lawmakers and the 

entire state.
4. Most importantly, the threat to public health and safety will be compromised.

1. This funding cut will render this division completely ineffective. This will in-turn cause 
EPA to take over the program and regulate Alaska from Seattle. ADEC will be able to 
fight off EPA for only a short period of time, all the while keeping ADEC from doing its 
real job, and eventually causing the entire division (and regulated communities) to be at 
EPA’s mercy. It is not fair to Alaskans to make them deal with insensitive regulators from 
Seattle who have no interest in Alaska, who may visit the state only once or twice per 
year, and who have no understanding of unique Alaskan solid waste issues such as freeze- 
back permafrost technology, airal community issues, or oil industry wastes such as muds 
and cuttings.

2. By rendering powerless the Solid Waste Division, the state will not be able to advocate 
unique solutions for unique Alaskan problems to EPA. Because permits are issued by the 
state, it is the state and not the permittee who petitions EPA for exemptions to federal 
laws. For example if ADEC’s Solid Waste Division is cut as proposed, they could not



Representative Hanley 
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Page 2

advocate for exemptions to federal laws requiring leachate (landfill wastewater) collection 
systems in permafrost landfills (leachate is frozen in these landfills) or permeability 
requirements for clays that do not exist in most Alaskan communities. The flexibility 
battle that ADEC has been fighting with EPA on proposed regulations will be iost. This 
loss will place major economic burdens on industries and communities throughout Alaska.

3. This cut may also produce political embarrassment. As you may know there is a growing 
organized effort in Anchorage for recycling and solid waste solutions. A large recycling 
summit took place on March 29 at the Egan Center. What message does it send to these 
people who are working together for solutions while their government is simultaneously 
working to push solid waste management back to the dark ages? These people (who 
aren’t all Greenie Weenies) will be raising this issue to such emotional and political levels, 
that many lawmakers may not appreciate. Laying off the only professionals who deal on 
an objective level with scientific evidence to keep tempers down will not be advantageous.

4. I am sure that you are familiar with the significant solid waste problems that face Alaska. 
The numerous documented problems of unpermitted and illegal dumps, many Class II and 
III landfills, and not to mention some larger Class I landfills, pose giant fiscal, health, and 
safety threats for Alaskans and their communities, I have heard lawmakers say that 
closing the fiscal gap will be done without compromising the health and safety of the 
citizens of Alaska. It seems to me that the proposed cut to ADEC’s Solid Waste Division 
is a very tangible threat to the health and safety of Alaskans. I would appreciate your 
comments on what I see as an obvious contradiction.

I recently learned that the Alaska Chapter of the Solid Waste Association of North America 
(SWANA) has advocated for the reinstatement of funding for this division as well. When the 
parties who represent the regulated community speak out against this cut, it should send a 
clear message that this cut is truly misguided. You would think that if there was any group 
who would agree with this cut, it would be this group. But they have taken quite the opposite 
position.

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter. I hope to hear from you soon.

Sincerely,

Erik Fredeen
4069 E. 20th Ave„ #50
Anchorage, AK 99508
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Dear Representative Hanley:

I am very concerned about the funding for Kenai’s Healthy Families Program (Parent Support 
Program). I feel the Rill funding of $614,000 is very critical for the continuation of this 
program that serves over 40 families in the central peninsula area.

The goals of the program to help families stay healthy; help families be happy; and help families 
achieve their goals increased awareness in our community of this program and others available 
in the network system. This community values the services provided by these dedicated 
individuals as organizations are referring clients and word has spread even for self referrals. I 
strongly feel the funds appropriated for the Parent Support Program will save money for the 
State of Alaska in the future as we as citizens of the State provide services to help others 
become future better citizens. The Department of Social Services budgets potentially will be 
reduced due to the services provided to children at a younger age. They will grow up healthier 
and feel better about themselves.

As a member of the City Council in Kenai I appreciate your service to the citizens of the Slate 
of Alaska as a legislator.

Yours truly,

Linda L. Swamer

298 Rogers Rd 
Kenai, AK 99611

kccneyc@akiska.nct

mailto:kccneyc@akiska.nct
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Dear Mr. Hanley,

I’m writing i.r regards to the proposed Medicaid cuts that will effect Alaska’s children with 
disabilities.

Please close your eyes. (This will take only a minute or two of your time, if you have a disabled 
child you will understand what I’m about to say.) Picture your own child with minor disabilities-maybe only 
blind from birth.... Next.... Blind including inability to walk and communicate. Then seizures (many in a 
day) and no control over natural bodily functions, and finally, retarded.

Hard to picture? It is for me as well, because my children are quite normal, all four.
My sister, Lynnette, however, has a child with all the same disabilities I described above. Katie has 

needed full attention 24 hours a day since birth. She is now 15 years old. Lynnette and her husband,
Dennis, have found it difficult to find jobs that offer insurance that will cover Katie’s special needs. In 
reality, employers do not want to hire people whose children are disabled, because insurance is too 
expensive for them. In the mean time, Medicaid is the only coverage they can depend on.

Please help separate the severely disabled from the general Medicaid welfare population. They 
need our help.

Thank you for your time.

243 S. Park St. 
Anchorage, AK. 99508 
(907)333-6117
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Mary Ann Borchert 
1768 Chena Ridge Road, Fairbanks, AK 99709

(907) 479-2087 Fax (907) 457-3900
maborche@alaska.net

M>.rch 31, 1997

TO: House and Senate members. Alaska Slate Legislature

Dear Legislators.

1 am writing about proposed cuts in university funding. My message: one o f the most basic 
things which the state o f Alaska should be funding is education, including the university. To 
cut funding in this area is grossly negligent and will adversely affect the fu ture o f this great 
state o f ours. We have an obligation to educate our young people with the best possible 
education which we can provide. This is a rich state. We can afford to provide an excellent 
university to our citizens, but we seem to be wilTuip only to support it at subsistence level

This letter is to inform you of my concerns regarding the currently proposed budget cuts to the 
University of Alaska system. Cutting the UA budget can only prove to be a short-sighted solution 
to a long term dilemma. The greatest single resource in Alaska is its young people. Vital to their 
success is the availability of high quality education within the stale. What we as .Alaskans cannot 
all'ord is a university crippled by political manipulations ol'its financial support

There are currently several arguments used by those proposing an eclipse of the UA system. One 
is that the university has not yet been affected by state budget cuts. In fact, funding has dropped 
30°o over the last ten years, while enrollment and services have increased by 10°o. Another 
charge is that the university has not made an effort to become more self-supporting. Since 1991, 
tuition has increased by 50° o and services have risen in price, while administrative costs have been 
reduced. Finally, some say that the stale pays too much for the university. According to William 
Wood, past president of the university, .Alaska appropriates a smaller portion of its general fund to 
the university than the average state in the Union.

In conclusion, the university is a resource whose intrinsic value cannot be measured, enhancing the 
educational, cultural, and economic health of this great state. I urge you not to support these 
proposed budget cuts. but. instead, to stand behind the University of Alaska.

Sincerely,

Mary Ann Borchert
UA Alumna and former staff member (retired in 1995)

mailto:maborche@alaska.net
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D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r  M a r k  H a n l e y :

A s  a  s a m o a r  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  
a n d  a n  e l e v e n  y e a r  r e s i d e n t  o f  A l a s k a ,  1 am  v e r y  d i s t u r b e d  b y  t h e  
b u d g e t  r e d u c t i o n s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  p r o p o s e d  f o r  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  
H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  P r o g r a m .

T h e  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  S u b c o m m it e e  p r o p o s e s  t o  c u t  
$ £ 4 ,0 0 0  o u t  o f  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  H i s t o r y  a n d  A r c h a e o l o g y ' s  b u d g e t .  
B e c a u s e  t h i s  s t a t e  m o n e y  i s  u s e d  a s  m a t c h i n g  m o n e y  f o r  $1 41 ,0 00  
i n  F e d e r a l  d o l l a r s  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  c u t  i s  a c t u a l l y  $ 2 3 5 ,0 0 0 ; a  
r e d u c t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  t r a n s l a t e  t o  a  m o r e  t h a n  40 p e r c e n t  c u t  o f  
t h e  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  O f f i c e r ' s  c o r e  h i s t o r i c  
p r e s e r v a t i o n  p r o g r a m .

•

T h e  f i s c a l  b e n e f i t  o f  t h i s  c u t  w o u l d  s e e m  t o  b e  s l i g h t  c o m p a r e d  
t o  t h e  l o s s e s .  F i r s t ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  t a r g e t e d  a  t i n y  a n d  
a l r e a d y  m i n i m a l  p r o g r a m  t h a t  b r i n g s  $ 6 .0 0  o f  F e d e r a l  d o l l a r s  i n t o  
t h e  s t a t e  f o r  e v e r y  $ 4 .CO o f  S t a t e  d o l l a r s .  S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  
r e d u c t i o n  t h r e a t e n s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l  m o d e l s  o f  
d e c e n t r a l i z e d  S t a t e / F e d e r a l  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  a  p r o g r a m  w i t h  a  t r a c k  
r e c o r d  d a t i n g  b a c k  o v e r  30 y e a r s .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  
P r e s e r v a t i o n  A c t  w h i c h  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  
P r e s e r v a t i o n  O f f i c e r s  5 e t h e s e  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  t h e  k e y  p a r t i e s  
i n  t h e  im p l e m e n t a t i o n  pi. t h e  l a w .  C u t s  t h i s  d e e p  c o u l d  f o r c e  t h e  
F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  p r o g r a m  i n  A l a s k a ;  s o m e t h i n g  
I  am  s u r e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  d o e s  n o t  i n t e n d .

S i n c e  t h e  p r o p u s e d  r e d u c t i o n s  c u t  d e e p l y  i n t o  t h e  c o r e  f u n c t i o n s  
o f  t h e  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  P r e n e r v a t i o n  O f f i c e r  t h e  r e s u l t  w i l l  b e  
u n a v o i d a b l e  d e l a y s  i n  h i s t o r i c  p r e s e r v a t i o n  c o m p l i a n c e .  W h a t  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  m u s t  r e a l i z e  i s  t h a t  t h e s e  d e l a y s  w i l l  g r e a t l y  
i n c r e a s e  t h e  c o s t  o f  c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  c o m p a n ie s  t h a t  d o  b u s i n e s s  
o n  F e d e r a l  l a n d  o r  r e q u i r e  F e d e r a l  p e r m i t s  t o  d o  t h e i r  w o r k .  1 
s a w  t h i s  k i n d  o f  d e l a y  w r e a k  h a v o c  o n  e n e r g y  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  N ew  
M e x i c o  i n  t h e  l a t e  1970 ' s  a n d  i t  l e d  m a n y  c o m p a n ie s  l i k e  M o b i l  
a n d : U t a h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  t o  b e c o m e  open a d v o c a t e s  f o r  a d e q u a t e



I

f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  N ew  M e x i c o  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  O f f i c e r .  I n  
f a c t ,  t h e  N ew  M e x i c o  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  M i n i n g  a n d  M i n e r a l s  f o r c e d  a  
s t r o n g  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  O f f i c e r  a n d  
f i s c a l  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  l i k e  S e n a t o r  P e t e  D o m i n i c i ( N c w  M e x i c o )  h a v e  
b e e n  c o n s i s t e n t  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  h i s t o r i c  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o n  t h e  l o c a l

c u t s  w i l l  s e v e r e l y  r e d u c e  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  
P r e s e r v a t i o n  O f f i c e r  t o  p r o v i d e  e i t h e r  d i r e c t  m o n e t a r y  a i d  o r  
t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  l o c a l  A l a s k a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  w h o  r e c o g n i z e  
t h e  d r a w  v a l u e  o f  h i s t o r i c  p r e s e r v a t i o n  i n  t e r m s  o f  t o u r i s t  
d o l l a r s ( i . e .  t h e  N e n a n a  s t e a m b o a t ,  K e n n e c o t t ,  S k a g v a y ,  t h e  O l s o n  
H o u s e ,  e t c . ) .  T h e  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  N e n a n a  a s  a  N a t i o n a l  
H i s t o r i c a l  L a n d m a r k  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g o  b r o u g h t  o u t  a  l o c a l  c r o w d  
o f  5 ,0 0 0  i n  F a i r b a n k s  a n d  n u m e r o u s  t o u r i s t s  w i t h  d o l l a r s  i n  t h e i r  
p o c k e t s  e v e r  s i n c e .

I n  s u m ,  t h e  p r o p o s e d  c u t  m a k e s  n o  s e n s e  f r o m  a n y  a n g l e .  T h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  s h o u l d  n o t  c u t  s i m p l y  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  c u t t i n g ;  
e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  t h e  r e d u c t i o n s  h i t  a  t i n y  y e t  i m p o r t a n t  p r o g r a m  
t h a t  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  b r o u g h t  t o  m i n im a l  l e v e l s  t h r o u g h  m u l t i p l e  
p r i o r  b u d g e t  " h i t s "  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  I f  y o u  h a v e  a  s p e c i f i c  
p r o b l e m  w i t h  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n  o r  s t y l e  o f  a p p r o a c h  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  
s p e c i f i c s  d o n ' t  d o  r a n d o m  c h o p s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

a n d  n a t i o n a l  f r o n t .  I t  i s  a l s o  im p o r t a n t  t o  e m p h a s i z e  t h a t  t h e
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Representative Mark Hanley 
Slate Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Rep. Hanley:

I was extremely dismayed to see you vote in House Finance to zero the Alaska Science & Technology 
Foundation and lake its endowment. Tins is extremely short-sighted and would be a disaster for Alaska. 
ASTF is not a 'give-away' program. Ji's Eoard of Directors are leaders in die community, and carefully 
consider grant requests after reviews by peers in the field. It is doing precisely the type of controlled 
economic development Alaslca needs after the oil rans out. Even Wally Hickel is a great supporter.

You may not be aware of the many good projects ASTF has helped with. Legislators tend to only 
hear from those wc have declined to fuDd. But in ray time on the Board, I have changed my staunchly 
Republican laissez-faire attitude after seeing what directed state investment can really accomplish.
ASTF takes as its model the Michigan Fund, previous home of our Executive Director, which through 
a consortium of government and industry investment is helping Michigan rise from their dependence 
on the collapsing auto industry. Also on our Board is the founder of Telcdyne, who single-handedly 
turned Austin, Texas into the software capital of the country, again, through directed fund investment 
Wc in Alaska arc a miniature of these large funds, and are learning from thdr experience.

Many of ASTF's projects are small, and by themselves will not save the future of .Alaska. But in the 
aggregate, 1 think they can tremendously diversify the economy. 1 also see ASTF as a miniature of ihc 
potential of the Permanent Fund itself, an experiment if you will, of growing Alaska’s economy. Virtually 
all ASTF projects lever many other dollars in matching funds as well.

Many of us applaud your efforts to cut a bloated state government. ASTF takes not one penny from 
the State Budget. It's endowment is co-mingled with the Permanent Fund, and only the interest may 
be spem. Indeed, if there arc not sufficient, good projects to fund, money is not wasted. An endowed 
fund is the csseucc of fiscal conservatism. But killing the goose that is laying golden eggs is wrong.

1 have been vetv impressed with what ASTF has been able to do with relatively little funds. It also 
lias a tremendous potential to do a lot more for this state. I will be in Juneau April 8-9 attending ASTF's 
Board meeting, and would be glad to sit down with you and talk about the Foundation, and the 
future of our great state.

Sincerely,

John W. Gerster M.D.
Vice-Chairman of the Board. Alaska Science & Technology foundation

JWG/hs
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Representative Mark Hanley
Stale Capitol APR 0 l i S i /
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley:

I’m writing to ask you to support full funding for the Alaska Office of History and Archaeology (AOHA). This 
agency houses the Alaska State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and that position’s functions, and it is the 
most important heritage management position in the state. The SHPO is the only person that Alaska’s citizens 
can rely on to watch that federal agencies and other parties don’t unthinkingly destroy the archaeology and 
architecture that reflects our state’s past. Nationwide, it is the strength and support of the SHPO by which other 
states and the federal government measure our commitment to Alaska’s heritage.

As a professional consultant specializing in cultural resource management, I interact with the Alaska Office of 
History and Archaeology’s staff several times a month. They have many tasks and responsibilities by which they 
grease the wheels of Alaska heritage management, and there is no other state or federal agency that can pick up 
the slack if they should be downsized. They are underfunded as it is. Reducing their budget is pound-foolish, 
and arguably not even penny-wise. Costs of increased litigation alone, resulting from their lack of participation 
in the state’s cultural resource arena, will more than offset any small financial benefit to the rtate budget, let alone 
the construction delays that will develop.

Even more important, I am absolutely against making up any budget shortfalls by simply upping the Alaska 
Office of History and Archaeology’s authorization to receive money from other state and federal agencies to 
conduct contracted research. That is what I am in the business of doing — contracting with state and federal 
agencies (and mining and oil and timber companies, Native corporations and tribal groups, etc.) to conduct 
contracted archaeological and historic architecture studies. My own stale agency, the AOHA, is directly 
competing with me and my colleagues in the private sector for state and federal contracts. I’ve never appreciated 
it, and I don’t look forward to the Alaska Legislature encouraging more of it by cutting the AOHA budget.

The SHPO helps enforce Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. That law requires that 
federal undertakings (by virtue of federal land, money, or permit) take into account their affect on significant 
cultural resources. Alaska’s citizens, including your constituency, benefit from that action many times a year (see 
enclosed reports). If you underfund the AOHA, this sort of local heritage celebration may stop.

1 ask that you not decrease the AOHA budget. I ask that you not maintain it as it is. I ask that you increase direct 
funding for the AOHA.

Sincerely,

mailto:mobley@alaska.net


O f f i c e  o f  t h e  M a y o r

P.O. Box 69
B arrow, A laska 99723 
«  907 852-2611 or 0200 
Fax: 907 852-0337
email: bnageak@co.norlh-slope.ak.us

r e c e iv e d  

APR Q-1- ^97

M a r c h  2 4 ,  1 9 9 7

R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  M a r k  H a n l e y  
M a i l s t o p  3 1 0 0  
R o o m  5 0 7  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

R E :  P r o p o s e d  E l i m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  S o l i d  W a s t e  M a n a g e m e n t  P r o g r a m

T h e  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  S u b c o m m i t t e e  o f  th e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  p r o p o s e d  
s i g n i f i c a n t  b u d g e t  r e d u c t io n s  f o r  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  
C o n s e r v a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  th e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  A D E C  S o l i d  W a s t e  P r o g r a m . 
I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  p r e l im in a r y  b u d g e t  h a s  p a s s e d  th e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  
w i t h  t h e  s o l i d  w a s t e  p r o g r a m  b u d g e t  e l im in a t e d .  T h i s  b u d g e t  is  s u b je c t  to  
C o m m i t t e e  a p p r o v a l ,  a t  a  m e e t in g  s c h e d u le d  f o r  t h e  w e e k  o f  M a r c h  2 4 ,  
1 9 9 7 .

B y  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  s o l i d  w a T e  p r o g r a m , t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h  w i l l  b e  
f o r c e d  t o  o p e r a t e  u n d e r  U S  E P A  r e g u la t io n s .  F l e x i b i l i t y  f o r  l a n d f i l l  d e s ig n  
a n d  c lo s u r e  w i l l  b e  lo s t .  N S B  l a n d f i l l s  in c o r p o r a t e  s p e c i f ic  d e s ig n  f e a t u r e s  
f o r  t h e  a r c t ic  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  s u c h  f e a tu r e s  w o u l d  n o t  r e c e iv e  c o n s id e r a t io n .  
A l t e r n a t i v e  d e s ig n s  a c c e p t a b le  to  A D E C  w i l l  n o t  b e  a c c e p t a b le  to  E P A .  F o r  
n e w  f a c i l i t i e s ,  s u c h  a s  a  n e w  B a r r o w  L a n d f i l l ,  d e s ig n  w i l l  b e c o m e  s u b je c t  to  
E P A  S u b  T i t l e  D  r e g u la t io n s ,  w h i c h  h a v e  m a n y  a d d i t io n a l  r e q u ir e m e n t s  t h a t  
w i l l  a d d  to  c o s ts  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a  l i n e r  w i l l  b e  r e q u ir e d  th a t  
w i l l  in c r e a s e  c o s ts  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 5 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 .  F o r  c lo s u r e  o f  s it e s ,  c o v e r  
m a t e r ia l  r e q u ir e m e n t s  w i l l  in c r e a s e  c o s ts , a n d  u s e  o f  a l t e r n a t iv e  c o v e r  
m a t e r ia ls  w i l l  n o t  b e  a l l o w e d .  L a n d f i l l  i n s p e c t io n  a n d  c o m p l i a n c e  s ta tu s  
d e t e r m in a t io n s  w o u l d  b e  a s s e s s e d  b y  U S  E P A ,  w h o  w o u l d  a ls o  is s u e  N o t i c e

l
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o f  V i o l a t i o n  ( N O V )  a n d  E n f o r c e m e n t  A c t i o n s  i f  f e d e r a l  s t a n d a r d s  a r e  n o t  
m e t .

O v e r  2 8 0  l a n d f i l l s  w i l l  b e c o m e  u n r e g u la t e d  b y  t h is  p r o g r a m ’ s e l i m i n a t i o n .  
C l a s s  I I I  l a n d f i l l s ,  o f  w h i c h  th e  N S B  h a s  s e v e n ,  w i l l  b e c o m e  d e r e g u la t e d  
a n d  b e  r e - c la s s i f i e d  a s  C la s s  I I  l a n d f i l l s .  T h i s  c h a n g e  w i l l  c a u s e  g r e a t  
e x p e n s e  t o  t h e  N S B ,  to  m o d i f y  e x i s t i n g  l a n d f i l l  s it e  o p e r a t io n s  a n d  to  
u p g r a d e  l a n d f i l l s  t o  C la s s  I I  s t a n d a r d s . T h e  L a n d  D i s p o s a l  P r o g r a m  
F l e x i b i l i t y  A c t  o f  1 9 9 6 ,  b y  w h i c h  th e  G o v e r n o r  c a n  w a i v e  a d d i t i o n a l  f e d e r a l  
p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  C la s s  I I I  l a n d f i l l s  w o u l d  h a v e  to  b e  r e p e a le d .

I  u r g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  t o  r e in s t a te  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  S t a t e ’ s s o l i d  w a s t e  
m a n a g e m e n t  p r o g r a m  in  A D E C ’ s b u d g e t .

M a y o ‘
N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h

c c :  R e p .  R e g g i e  J o u le
J a m e s  P .  S h a r p e ,  N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h  
D o n  T h o r n b u r g h ,  N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AaENCYr 
REGION 10

1200Sbdh Averse 
Seattle, Washington 9 3 1 0 1 INAB 4 IS37.

MAR 2 0 I® 7
jojlv tc
axjx or. WCH-12 9
M ic h e le  B r c v n ,  C om m iss io ner
A la s k a  D e p a r tm en t o f  E n v iro n m e n ta l C o nse rva t io n . 
410 W il lo u g h b y  A venue , S u ita  105 
J u n ea u , AK. 99301-i v s s  „

Dear Commissioner Brown:
We understand that €h* Kouce Finance Dubctominittec! of the 

Alaska Legislature has proposed significant budget reductions for the Department of Environmental conservation (ADBC), including
elimination of the Solid Waste Program. Wo also understand tha t  
the Senate Finance Subcommittee Is considering f*irailar actions.
We believe such reductions and the elimination would severely 
l imit ADEC’s ab i l i ty  to implement effective environment. 1 
programs in the S t a i n  of Alaska,

I n  l igh t  of these ac t iv i t ies ,  I  have determined that 
aegicn 10 shal l  temporarily sucpane a c t i v i t y  on i to  r e v j s w  and 
p la n n e d  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  a  F i n a l - P a r t i a l  a p p r o v a l  of the s ta te r s  
jr.Uhlcipfil solid waste landfil l  permit program. Wo published our 
Tentativa-Pasrial approval (determination of adequacy) in the 
F o d o r a l  F co’i j i t  _,r on  ttovambor 1396 . I  am p u t t i n g  a h o l d  on
th i s  project u n t i l  i t  i s  clear what the intentions of the Alaska 
Legislature are with respect to the State 's  program.

I f  a s ta te  eliminates i t s  so lid  waste program, the c o s ts  to  
the public for municipal waste disposal w i l l  clearly be higher 
than i f  tjtft St at.* has a program and has obtained EPA approval. 
This ia because the most of the elements of f le x ib i l i ty  that are 
in  the fe d e r a l m unicipal landfi l l  regulation can only b« used by 
States th a t have received 2FA approval. In addition, the  
Anchorage land f i l l  saving* of $ia million would not have bean 
possible without the presence of a state solid waste program. 
Another p o te n t ia l  result  of elim in ating the S ta te 's  program i s  
tha t ,  under the federal Ian, EPa may i t s e l f  take enforcement 
actions against landfi l ls  i f  the Statu program i s  inadequate,

I am hoping th is  suspension will only be a short-term event 
and l . o o x .  forward to hearing tha ontccm.s of the Legislature ' b 
delibera tions . I f  you have any questions, please ca l l  me or have 
your s ra r r  contact Steven Sharp, (2CS) 553-6517, here in Seattle.

Sinceraly

R e g i o n a l  A d m in is t r a to r -

O  Mnltd w RkscIhI Pt îf



M a r c h  1 7 , 1 9 9 7 ! VMj 2Xc>gfD

I  want to take this opportunity to give you a heads up on a proposal to 
eliminate the solid waste program administered by the Department of 
Environmental Conservation. The current Republican House majority budget 
proposal eliminates the program. That means over 2.80 Class I, Class L, and Class III 
landfills and garbage dumps w ill be unregulated/ as well as more than 230 industrial 
waste sites.

Loss o f the stale program results in dramatically Increased costs for landfill 
oj>erators and municipalities because operators w ill be required to meet rigid federal 
standards rather than the more flexible state standards. Easily quantified 
ramifications include:

1) nearly $55 m illion in project upgrades if  state primacy is lost;
2) increased liab ility if  unregulated landfills contaminate groundwater;
3) skyrocketing costs for clean-up;
4) increased health risks from uncontrolled disposal of honey bucket waste;
5) increased civil actions because the feds encourage enforcement of
federal standards through the filing of citizen lawsuits.
Cutting the state program by eliminating $800/000 in general fund dollars is 

not a cost saving—it  is a cost transfer. The DEC budget subcommittee chair, Rep. Vic 
Kohring (R-Wasilia), told the subcommittee he wants to "get the state out of the 
business and let municipalities and users pay." Unfortunately, his approach saves 
less than $1 m illion in  state funds but w ill cost solid waste facility owners (public 
and private) and users much, much more.

I've attached a letter DEC just received from the EPA that discusses possible 
effects of this budget cut proposed by the Republican majority. Additional 
information about the effect of this cut on your municipality can be obtained from 
DEC. You may also want to contact House Speaker Gail Phillips (R-Homer), or 
House Finance co-chairs Mark Hanley (R-Anchorage) and Gene Therriault (R-North 
Pole) to discuss this proposed cut to state funds which dramatically increases your 
costs.

D e a r  m u i i i d p a l  m a n a g e r s  a n d  m a y o rs :

House M inority Whip

--------- .--------------- at. a me a House of Rep.oesentativks ------------------
SXVPK O a i-i.ro u • Juke Air, Ai.asxc.a 00801-11*2 ♦ (9071 403-19 17 - Fax 46o-U108
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Alaska Forest Association, Inc.

March 27, 1997

The Honorable Mark Hanley 
Alaska H ouse of Representatives 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

111 STEDMAN SUITE 2 0 0

E(£®f~HS)AN' ALASKA 9" ° 1'6599
FAX 9 0 7 - 2 2 5 - 5 9 2 0

0 1 199/

Dear RepresentatiyeTianley:ntatiye"
s '  k

Hanley:

I understand the report of the House Finance subcommittee on the D N R budget included a 
reduction of $150,000 in the Forest Resources and Practices Act (FPA) component, and another 
$20,000 in resource management, which will affect the timber sale program in Interior Alaska. 
According to DNR, the FPA reduction will result in the loss of two staff people in the Coastal 
Region who work on FPA notifications, and all their FPA travel. This is of grave concern to the 
Alaska Forest Association and its members. It is m y understanding that the Senate will no t be 
making these cuts, and I am writing to ask that you consider restoring this component when the 
budget is considered in Conference Committee.

The Alaska Forest Resources and Practices Act (FPA) was a compromise law that enabled the 
state to protect public values (especially fisheries) that were affected or potentially affected by 
tim ber harvest activities on private land. The private landowners agreed to forgo millions of 
dollars in potential profits from trees growing in riparian buffer zones as a means of protecting 
im portant fish habitat. In return, they received assurances that the state would provide a 
monitoring and enforcement presence so that the public would know that timber operators were 
complying with the terms of the Act. The industry has lived up to its commitment and has a right 
to have the state live up to its side of the bargain.

Specifically, the House cuts would affect AFA members by delaying operations in many instances 
and by preventing companies from having the assurance that any given action will be satisfactory 
to die agencies. Furthermore, inability of D N R personnel to go to the field to review variation 
requests could result in landowners having to leave trees behind that they could otherwise safely 
and legally harvest. This could result in many thousands of dollars (perhaps millions) in lost 
revenue. Given the terms of the Act and the agreements reached when industry supported the 
Act, this would be grossly unfair.

As examples, let me cite two companies, one large, one small, who would be affected by any 
significant reduction in D N R ’s FPA funding:

1) O ne com pany filed 24 notifications on 14 projects under the Act last year. They have 
already filed 17 notifications on 11 projects so far diis year. The 1997 projects entail 4,600 
acres and 58 miles of stream. As market conditions and project: plans change, and as

afa/letter3/lquartr/haeriNdnr_ltr.wpd, March 21, 1091
S H A ' I N U  A L A S K A ' S  l - O l t l - . S I  I N O t ' . S T K Y



previously unknown fish bearing streams are located in the project areas, the num ber of 
notifications on any given project tends to increase. The landowners desire to comply 
w ith  the law, but they also need the agency to be able to handle the notifications and 
attendant inspections, lest the projects get delayed and the company lose m oney and 
market opportunities. Many jobs can ride on these projects.

This same company filed variation requests on 426 trees last year. The law allows a 
com pany to request a variation to harvest individual trees standing in riparian buffers. 
Before such a request can be granted, there must be a determination that removing the 
particular tree will have no negative effect on the integrity of the buffer. This often 
requires a field visit, and therefore will be affected by the funding reduction.

2) A nother company filed notifications on 4 projects in 1995 and 6 in 1996. It has already 
filed notifications on 1 project this year and expects more. While the percentage of 
responses may be correspondingly reduced under the proposed cuts, it should be obvious 
that a smaller company will be hit even harder by delays, since a larger percentage of its 
business relies upon each project. Also, it is not a given that a smaller company will not 
feel a higher proportion of the reduction since economies of scale could actually make it 
easier for the agency to respond to requests from larger companies more quickly.

In summary, I urge you to protect the FPA segment of D N R ’s budget for at least three reasons: 
1) fairness to those companies who are employing many people in the forest products industiy 
and who agreed to forgo profits on timber grown along fish-bearing streams with the assurance 
of agency cooperation; 2) the state’s recognized responsibility to m onitor public resources that 
are generally affected by activities on private Lnd; and 3) the need to provide some measure of 
legitimate state regulatory support for private forest products companies who employ many 
people directly and indirectly, and who contribute to the economy and the general fund revenue 
stream through taxes.

Thank you for your consistent interest in and support of our industiy. Please feel free to contact 
me if you have any questions.

Sincerely*--—>

T v
Jack E. Phelps 
Executive Director

cc: Rep. Gail Phillips, Speaker of the House
AFA Board of Directors 
Thyes Shaub, Shaub & Associates

. i f a / l e t t e r s / l q u n c t r / h a c > F I N d n c _ l t n . w p d ,  Match 27, 1997



M arch 18, 1997

R E C E IV E D  

APR 0 1

To: M ark H anley

I am  w r itin g  to  you  reg a rd in g  th e  b u d g e t o f  d e u e lo p m e n ta l  
D isa b ilit ie s . The M ed ica id  p rogram  is so  u ery  im p o rta n t to  all o f  us in 
th e  S ta te . If th e  p r o p o se d  c u ts  ta k e  p la c e  , th e  fo llo w in g  s e r u ic e s  
w o u ld  be to ta lly  be e lim in a te d .
1. M am m ograp h y
2. P r o s th e t ic  d e u ic e s
3. M ed ica l su p p lie s  and e q u ip m en t
4 . T a rg eted  c a s e  m a n a g e m e n t
5. iR ehab ilita tiu e s e r u ic e s

I am  th e  w if e  o f  a d isa b led  m an in a w h e e lc h a ir  and th e  m o th e r  o f  a 
l i t t le  girl n am ed  T iffan y , w h o  is in a w h e e lc h a ir  and h as cereb ra l  
p a lsy . I w ish  you  cou ld  liue o n e  d ay  o f  m y life , th en  you  w ou ld  
u n d e r s ta n d  th e  c h a lle n g e s  th a t I am  fa c e d  w ith  on a daily  b a s is . Vou 
w o u ld  new er u o te  in fa u o r  o f  t h e s e  c h a n g e s . Life is a big en o u g h  
c h a lle n g e  w ith  a d isa b led  p e r so n  to  ca re  for. LUhen you  h au e  th e s e  
w o n d e r fu l, sp e c ia l n e e d s  p e o p le  in y o u r  life  you  do all you  can fo r  
th e m . Then c o m e s  th e  r e a lity  o f  life , th e  s tr u g g le s , th e  f ig h t, th e  hard  
w o rk , s t r e s s  and p h y sic a l a b u se  o n e ’s bod y ta k e s , and hardly hau ing  
t im e  fo r  y o u r se U . I u rge  you  n ot to  su p p o rt t h e s e  c u ts , a s  t h e s e  
s e r u ic e s  a re  u ita l to  all o f  u s . W ithout you r  help  in th is  m a tte r , I can  
n o t c o n tin u e  to  su p p o rt you  w ith  m y u o te .

S in cere ly ,

D anny, Trina and T iffany  Dail 
S o ld o tn a

DANNY T & TRINA VAIL 
340 S KOBUK
SOLDOTNA AK 99069-7800



Klondike R e c ElVi-u
VISITORS ASSOCIATION

A pH O i  «199/

M a r c h  1 8 ,  1 9 9 7

R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  M a r k  H a n l e y  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  C a p i t a l  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  
9 9 8 0 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  H a n l e y :

RE: PROPOSED CUTS TO TOURISM BUDGE T AND PROGRAMS

W e  w e r e  d is tr e s s e d  t o  h e a r  t h a t  t h e  A la s k a  L e g is la t u r e  is  c o n s id e r in g  e n t ir e ly  
e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  b u d g e t  fo r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T o u r i s m  a n d  d r a s t ic a l ly  r e d u c in g  
f u n d i n g  t o  t h e  A la s k a  T o u r i s m  M a r k e t i n g  C o u n c i l .

W e  h a v e  w it n e s s e d  t h e  im p le m e n t a t io n  o f  v e r y  e f f e c t iv e  m a r k e t in g  in i t ia t iv e s  
b y  t h e  A T M C  t h a t  h a v e  a t t r a c te d  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l la r s  i n  c o o p e r a t iv e  m a r k e t in g  
c o n t r ib u t io n s  f r o m  t h e  v is i t o r  in d u s t r y .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T o u r i s m  
c o n t in u e s  t o  p l a y  a  p iv o t a l  r o le  in  c o o r d in a t in g  i n d u s t r y  a c t iv it ie s ,  
c o m m u n ic a t io n s  a n d  s t a t e - w id e  v is i t o r  s e rv ic e s .

W h i l e  i t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t h a t  la rg e  c o r p o r a t io n s  s u c h  as A l a s k a  A i r l i n e s  a n d  
H o l l a n d  A m e r ic a  w i l l  c o n t in u e  t o  h a v e  a p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  m a r k e t  o n  t h e ir  o w n ,  
t h e  p r o p o s e d  c u ts  w i l l  d e v a s t a t e  s m a l l  b u s in e s s  a n d  s m a l l  A l a s k a n  
c o m m u n i t ie s .  T h e s e  b u s in e s s e s  r e ly  o n  t h e  a c t iv it ie s  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
T o u r i s m  a n d  t h e  A T M C  t o  m a in t a in  a  m a r k e t in g  p r e s e n c e . T h e  s m a l l  b u s in e s s  
s e c to r  c o n t in u e s  t o  c re a te  jo b s  a n d  s t a b le  e c o n o m ic  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  N o r t h .

T h e  r u r a l A l a s k a n  tr a v e l e x p e r ie n c e  s ig n i f i c a n t l y  in f lu e n c e s  A l a s k a ’s p o p u la r i t y  
as a  v is i t o r  d e s t in a t io n .  C o m p e t i n g  d e s t in a t io n s  h a v e  b e e n  in c r e a s in g  t h e ir  
m a r k e t in g  a c t iv it ie s  a n d  b u d g e t s ,  a n d  w e  h a v e  b e e n  a b le  t o  k e e p  p a c e  b y  
a t t r a c t in g  s ig n i f ic a n t  i n d u s t i y  c o n t r ib u t io n s .  M a i n t a i n i n g  th e s e  p a r t n e r s h ip  
c o n t r ib u t io n s  f r o m  t h e  in d u s t r y  w i l l  r e q u ir e  c o n t in u e d  f in a n c ia l  c o m m it m e n t s  
( T o m  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a .

EO. Box 389, Dawson City, Yukon Canada YOB 1G0 Telephone: 403-993-5575 Phcsimilc: 403-933-6415
EMAIL: KVA@TIypertech.yk.ca

mailto:KVA@TIypertech.yk.ca


T h e  Y u k o n  is  a  v e r y  s m a l l  m a r k e t  a n d  w e  h a v e  l im i t e d  f in a n c ia l  reso u rc es . 
A l a s k a ’s m a r k e t in g  in v e s t m e n t s  d r a m a t ic a l ly  im p a c t  o u r  v is i t o r  in d u s t r y .  I t  is 
s a id  t h a t  “w h e n  A la s k a  s n e e z e s , t h e  Y u k o n  c a tc h e s  p n e u m o n ia ! ”
W e  are  c a t c h in g  a  c o ld  . . .

W e  u r g e  y o u  t o  r e c o n s id e r  p la n n e d  b u d g e t  r e d u c t io n s  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
T o u r i s m  a n d  t h e  A la s k a  T o u r is m  M a r k e t i n g  C o u n c i l .

Yours tru iy

K L O N D I K E  V I S I T O R S  A S S O C I A T I O N

c c : H o n o u r a b le  P ie r s  M a c D o n a l d ,  G o v e r n m e n t  L e a d e r
Y u k o n  T e r r it o r ia l  G o v e r n m e n t

H o n o u r a b le  D a v e  K e e n a n ,  M in i s t e r  o f  T o u t  is m  
Y u k o n  T e r r it o r ia l  G o v e r n m e n t

B a r r y  B e d c h a m b e r s ,  P r e s id e n t  
T o u r i s m  I n d u s t i y  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  t h e  Y u k o n

B o b  E n g e lb r e c h t ,  P r e s id e n t  
A l a s k a  V is i t o r s  A s s o c ia t io n

D a v i d  K a r p ,  E x e c u t iv e  D ir e c t o r  
A l a s k a  T o u r i s m  M a r k e t i n g  C o u n c i l

K l a u s  R o t h ,  C o - C h a i r
Y u k o n  T o u r i s m  M a r k e t i n g  C o u n c i l



r e c eiv e d

APR 0 % 1997
To:
House Finance Committee/Senate Finance Con\mi«ee/Senatc Finance Natural Resource;! Subcommittee 
Fax:
From:

Historic Ketchikan Inc. is a private, nonprofit organization which promotes economic 
development through historic preservation and heritage tourism. Historic preservation planning 
is critical to economic development in cities, such as Ketchikan, where most of the commercial 
and housing stock is over fifty years old. Basically, maintenance and restoration of historic 
properties keep them on the tax register. In Ketchikan, where tourism is a strong component of 
the economy, historic preservation planning has an even more vital role. Tourists pay for an 
authentic historic experience - they wish lo experience the "character" of the town - what makes 
it unique. Ketchikan is very fortunate in that the "character" is mostly intact; Historic Ketchikan's 
programs are designed to strengthen and preserve the history of the community for residents and 
visitors.

The State Office of History and Archaeology supports the Historic Ketchikan program is a 
variety of ways. They provide necessary' assistance for Historic Ketchikan projects. For example. 
Historic Ketchikan receives grant monies from Alaska Housing Finance Corporation which it re­
grants to homeowners for House Restoration - to rehabilitate Ketchikan's existing housing stock. 
One of the necessary steps in the grant process is review of the property by the Office of History 
and Archaeology. This timely review is very important to Ketchikan’s grant program!

The State Office of History and Archaeology assists Ketchikan's Certified Local Government. 
OHA's giants have funded the survey and inventory of the Stedman-Thomas District, the Grant 
Street Trestle and the existing canneries in the Ketchikan Gateway Borough. A grant was also 
awarded to the CLG for the nomination of the Stedman-Thomas District to the National Register 
of Historic Places. Due to its inclusion on the National Register, property owners now have 
additional tax incentives for renovation projects. And, OHA provides assistance in using these 
federal tax incentives for building renovation. If the budget for the State Office of History' and 
Archaeology is cut by S94, the state loses S141.2 in federal matching monies. This would mean 
less funds granted out for projects all over the state - including Ketchikan.

The centralized database of historic and archaeological sites is also important to maintain. It is 
significant that the Office of History and Archacologv works as a valuable partner with many 
other organizations and thus is a centralized source of information on a variety of history-related 
topics. Historic Ketchikan recently b nefited from this network and received a grant from an 
outside source for a Heritage Tourism project.

Please allow the State's invaluable Historic Preservation Program to remain intact; it's important 
to all of us!

April 2, 1997
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A pril 2 , 1 9 9 7

To: R e p re s e n ta t iv e  M ark H an ley
F rom : M ark W ilson

re : F inancial S u p p o r t  fo r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A laska
D e p a r tm e n t m m a rc e  a n d  E conom ic  D e v e lo p m e n t 

s u b j :  Division o f  7 , D e v e lo p m e n t

T h e  re m a rk a b le  g ro w th  in th , ’e s k a  e x p o r ts  o v e r  th e  p a s t  te n  y e a r s  
h a s  b e e n  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  th e  d e m o n s tr a b ly  im p ro v e d  p e r fo rm a n c e  o f  
th e  e x p o r t  t r a d e  s e rv ic e  p ro v id e rs  in A laska .

A lask a  e x p o r ts  v a lu e d  a t  a b o u t  $ 2 .2  billion, o f  w hich  a b o u t  $ 2  billiot 
g o e s  to  th e  A sian  m a rk e ts ,  a re  la rg e ly  t h e  p ro d u c ts  o f  th e  re s o u rc e
in d u s tr ie s .  W ith in c re a s in g  p o te n t ia l ,  h o w e v e r , th e  “e c o n o m ic  b a s e ”
o f  A laska  is g ro w in g . F ro m  c lo th in g  m a n u fa c tu r in g  an d  th e  h u g e  
g ro w th  in v a lu e  a d d e d  f ish  p r o d u c ts  t o  s p e c ia liz e d  
te le c o m m u n ic a t io n s ,  e n v i ro n m e n ta l  r e m e d ia t io n ,  a r c t ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  
o f  oil, m in ing  an d  t im b e r  r e s o u rc e s  A lask a  h a s  m u ch  to  o f f e r  th e  
in te rn a t io n a l  b u s in e s s  c o m m u n ity .

A s c o m p a re d  to  th e  e n t i r e  w o rld w id e  m a rk e tp la c e ,  a la rg e  p a r t  o f  
th e  re a s o n  t h a t  A laska  b u s in e s s  h a v e  b e e n  s o  s u c c e s s fu l  in A sia is 
d u e  to  t h e  s u b s ta n t ia l  in v e s tm e n t  o f  th e  s t a t e ’s  L e g is la tu re  in th e  
p r e d e c e s s o r  a g e n c ie s  o f  th e  A laska  D ivision o f  T ra d e  a n d  
D e v e lo p m e n t an d  in to  th e  o f f ic e s  a n d  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  in J a p a n ,
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T aiw an  a n d  K orea. S o m e  th i r ty  y e a r s  '*go th e  s t a t e  h a d  e m b a rk e d  o n  
a p la n  t o  d e v e lo p  A la sk a ’s  in d u s tr ie s .  T h ro u g h  th e  Division o f  T ra d e  
a n d  D e v e lo p m e n t, th e  S t a t e  m a d e  th e  c o m m itm e n t t o  d e v e lo p  
o f f s h o r e  m a rk e ts ,  e s ta b l i s h  p e r s o n a l  r e la t io n s h ip s  a n d  p ro v id e  t h e  
g o v e r n m e n ta l  in f r a s t r u c tu r e  t o  c o n s tru c t iv e ly  s u p p o r t  th e  e f f o r t  to  
a s s i s t  sm a ll b u s in e s s  o v e r  th e  lo n g  te rm .

T h e  D ivision o f  T ra d e  a n d  D e v e lo p m e n t is o n e  o f  th e  v e ry  few  s t a t e  
o f f ic e s  t h a t  is p ro -a c t iv e ly  h e lp in g  A la sk a  sm all b u s in e s s  g ro w .
T h e  b o t to m  line is t h a t  t h e  e x p a n s io n  o f  A la sk a ’s  m a rk e ts  m e a n s  
m o re  s ta b l e  jo b s  f o r  A la sk a n s .

O ur la r g e s t  m a rk e ts  a re  o u ts id e  o f  A lask a . For a n y  s in g le  A lask a  
c o m p a n y  th e  c o s t  o f  fin d in g  t h o s e  m a rk e ts ,  c o n n e c tin g  w ith  
q u a lif ie d  b u y e r s ,  e s ta b l is h in g  fo rm a l p ro to c o l  a n d  u n d e r s ta n d in g  
in te rn a t io n a l  ru le s  a n d  r e g u la t io n s  is a d a u n tin g  an d  e x p e n s iv e  
p r o s p e c t .  In th e  e a r ly  y e a r s ,  A la sk a  b u s in e s s  h a d  little  s u c c e s s  
d e v e lo p in g  in te rn a t io n a l  m a rk e ts .  W ith  fo re s ig h t ,  h o w e v e r , th e  
g o v e r n m e n t  o f  A la sk a  in v e s te d  in A la sk a ’s  f u tu r e  w ith  th e  
e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  D ivision o f  T ra d e  an d  D e v e lo p m e n t.

T h e  A lask a  D ivision o f  T ra d e  a n d  D e v e lo p m e n t is b e c o m in g  th e  
o rg a n iz a t io n  w e m u s t  h a v e  fo r  th e  fu tu r e .  It is s t a f f e d  by  t r a in e d  
a n d  e x p e r ie n c e d  t r a d e  r e o r e s e n t a t iv e s ,  it is fo c u s e d , e f f ic ie n t  a n d  
e f f e c t iv e  - -  o p e ra t io n a l ly ,  i t  is b u d g e t  c o n s c io u s . A la sk a ’s  m o s t  
s u c c e s s f u l  a n d  n a tu ra l  m a rk e ts  a r e  in A sia . T h e re  is p ro m ise  in 
R ussia  a n d  o th e r  th ird  w o rld  c o u n tr ie s ,  to o .  T h e  jo b  o f  th e  D ivision 
o f  T ra d e  a n d  D e v e lo p m e n t is to  m a k e  th e  d ir e c t  c o n n e c tio n  b e tw e e n  
th e  b u y e rs  a n d  s e l le r s  o f  A lask a  g o o d s  an d  p ro d u c ts  in te rn a tio n a lly .

B u t, t h e s e  in te rn a t io n a l  m a r k e t s  re q u ire  e x p e r ie n c e d  p ro fe s s io n a ls  
a s  n e v e r  b e fo re .  W e n e e d  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  p e o p le  w ho  h a v e  b u ilt 
t h e i r  p ro fe s s io n a l  liv e s  in t h e  in te r n a t io n a l  m a rk e tp la c e ,  w h o  a re  
c o m p e te n t ,  c a p a b le  a n d  c r e a t iv e .  T o d a y , th e  A laska Division o f  
T ra d e  a n d  D e v e lo p m e n t h a s  th e  p e o p le  t h a t  will e n a b ie  u s  d e v e lo p  
t h e  m a rk e ts  o f  to m o rro w .

T h e  L e g is la tu re  is look ing  h a rd  t o  c u t  s t a t e  sp e n d in g , an  im p o r ta n t  
a n d  d iff ic u lt u n d e r ta k in g . B ut, t h e y  a re  m ak ing  a s e r io u s  m is ta k e  in 
p ro p o s in g  t o  c u t  to  t h e  b o n e  an  a g e n c y  like th e  Division o f T ra d e  an d
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D e v e lo p m e n t. H is to rica lly , t h e  o f f ic e s  o f  th e  s t a t e  o f  A lask a  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  C o m m e rc e  a n d  E conom ic  D e v e lo p m e n t an d , to d a y ,  th e  
D ivision o f  T ra d e  a n d  D e v e lo p m e n t h a v e  b e e n  a  r e p e a te d  t a r g e t  o f  
b u d g e t  c u ts .  Now, th e  H o u se  b u d g e t  p la n  ca lls  fo r  e lim in a tin g  h a lf  o f  
t h e  D iv ision’s  T ra d e  S p e c ia l is ts .  T h is  m o v e  is d e c id e d ly  a n t i ­
b u s in e s s .

A lask a  is lucky . W e h a v e  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  in J a p a n , K orea a n d  
T aiw an . We h a v e  o u r  f o o t  in th e  d o o r  in R ussia. We h a v e  t h e  T ra d e  
S p e c ia l is ts  w ith  th e  b u s in e s s  c o n t a c t s  a n d  e x p e r ie n c e  to  m a k e  th e  
so lid  c o n n e c t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  m a rk e ts  a n d  A la s k a 's  sm a ll b u s in e s s .
It is t h e s e  p e o p le  t h a t  m a k e  th in g s  h a p p e n , i t  is th e  T ra d e  
S p e c ia l is ts  t h a t  d e l iv e r  u p o n  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  g o v e rn m e n t  
r e la t io n s ,  th e  n e tw o rk in g  o f  b u s in e s s  in t e r e s t s  a n d  th e  s ta b i l i ty  o f  
lo n g  te r m  c o m m itm e n ts .

W h a t w e  n e e d  now  is fo r  th e  L e g is la tu re  to  build  u p o n  th e  lin k ag e  w e  
h a v e  e s ta b l is h e d ,  n o t  d is m a n t le  it.

10 • d V E 2 : I I  OO-SZ-unp
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CHOICE ALASKA SEAFOOD
S IN C E  1912

PROCESSOR OF

PHONE (206) 323-3200
03 E. HAMLIN STREET 

P.O. BOX C-5030 
SEATTLE. WA 98105-0030

Oay Fax (206) 323-9165

March 19, 1997

The Honorable Mark Hanley 
Sena:e/State Capitol - Room 507 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
Fax: (907) 465-2418

Dear Representative Hanley,

I am writing to express my support for the budget as submitted by the Alaska Department 
of Fish and Game (ADF&G). I find it ironic that the legislature would cor»\'-ier cuts in the 
funds provided to this essential agency. Ironic because the Department of Fish and Game 
administers a source of revenues to Alaska second only to petroleum.

Wards Cove Packing company has been processing salmon in Alaska under present, 
ownership since 1928, and has operations from Ketchikan to Western Alaska. Over the 
past several years I have watched with concern as ADF&G has taken several cuts to their 
budget. In a consequence, that agency has had to abandon programs that have produced 
the harvest, escapement, or other Iife-history index data that managers rely upon to make 
management decisions. As the budget and programs have been reduced, there has also 
been an increasing appeal from fishermen and their families for supplementation from the 
private sector.

The private sector has supported several management programs in Bristol Bay, the most 
prominent of which is the University of Washington Fisheries Research Institute test 
fishing program at Port Moller. The data generated by Port Moiler provide in-season run 
estimates that are remarkably accurate, and provides huge benefits for mangers, fishermen, 
and the resource. This example, however, is also unique because the industry has a long 
history of support in that region. Recently, the private sector has been asked to support a 
new sea urchin fishery in Southeastern Alaska. ADF&G Has advised that, due to budget 
restraints, this 3 million pound per year fishery would not proceed without supplemental 
contributions. As funding for ADF&G is reduced, so are opportunities for new or 
emergent fisheries.

The seafood industry is vitally important to the Alaskan economy. It is the largest private 
sector employer in the state, with one-sixth of the states’ employment attributable to fish 
harvesting or processing. Alaska has seen more salmon in recent years than at any time in 
recorded history, but maintaining the impressive number of returning salmon is no small 
accomplishment. Prudent fisheries management will ensure the continuation of this vital 
resource into the new millennium.

ALITAK • CHIGNIK • SEAFRESH • CRAIG • ALASKA BOAT • EGEGIK • EKUK » EXCURSION INLET • HAINES • HOONAH SEAFOODS • KENAI 
SEATTLE • PORT BAILEY • NAKNEK TRADING • RED SALMON • WARDS COVE • ICY CAPE INTERNATIONAL SALES

SOUTH NAKNEK • SEWARD
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While Alaska is enjoying the results of prudent resource management, Canada and the 
Pacific Northwest states faces serious problems with their salmon resources. The 
Department o f Fish and Game is primarily responsible for the success o f salmon fisheries 
in Alaska, and further reductions in the Departments budget can only reduce their ability 
to manage these indispensable resources. I urge your support for the budget as submitted 
by the Alaska Department o f Fish and Game.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Alec W. Brindle 
President

AWB/cp
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D a t e :  3 / 2 1 / 9 7  2 : 4 4  PM

P r i o r i t y :  N o r m a l  _
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S u b j e c t :  V P S O  P r o g r a m  I

•

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A u s t e r m a n ,

T w o  d a y s  a g o  a  V P S O  h a d  a l l  h i s  t i r e s  s l i t  o n  h i s  v e h i c l e ,  s e v e r a l  

w e e k s  a g o  a  V P S O  h a d  t o  l e a v e  h i s  v e h i c l e  u n a t t e n d e d  a n d  w h i l e  

u n a t t e n d e d  h i s  v e h i c l e  w a s  s p r a y  p a i n t e d  w i t h  " p i g "  a n d  o t h e r  l a n g u a g e ,  

a n o t h e r  V P S O  w e n t  o n  l e a v e  f o r  a  w e e k  a n d  w h e n  h e  r e t u r n e d  h o m e  h i s  h o m e  

h a d  b e e n  b r o k e n  i n t o  a n d  v a n d a l i z e d .  V P S O ' s  a r e  o n  c a l l  a n d  a r e  

e x p e c t e d  t o  r e s p o n d  2 4  h o u r s  a  d a y ,  s e v e n  d a y s  a  w e e k .  A  V P S O ' s  

s t a r t i n g  s a l a r y  i s  $ 1 0 . 7 9  p e r  h o u r .  U s u a l l y ,  h e a l t h  c a r e  i s  n o t  

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  n o n - n a t i v e s  V P S O ' s  i n  / i l l a g e s ,  s o  t h e  c o s t  o f  a n  a i r p l a n e  

t i c k e t  t o  K o d i a k  i s  b e t w e e n  $ 6 0 - $ 1 4 0  r o u n d  t r i p .  G r o c e r i e s  a s  y o u  a r e  

a w a r e  a r e  v e r y  e x p e n s i v e  i n  s m a l l  c o m m u n i t i e s .  F u e l  a n d  h o u s i n g  a r e  

v e r y  h i g h  a s  w e l l .

W h y  i s  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  l o o k i n g  a t  c u t t i n g  t h e  V P S O  P r o g r a m ?  T h e  V P S O  

P r o g r a m  n e e d s  m o r e  f u n d i n g .  T h e r e  a r e  n o  s u p p l i e s  l i n e  i t e m s ,  t h e r e  a r e  

n o  e q u i p m e n t  l i n e  i t e m s ,  t h e r e  a r e  n o  p h o n e  l i n e  i t e m s ,  t h e r e  a r e  n o  

f u n d s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  v e h i c l e s ,  o v e r t i m e  i s  r a r e ,  a n d  

t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w a n t s  t o  c u t  f u n d i n g ?  I f  a  V P S O  c o u l d  e a r n  a  d e c e n t  

l i v i n g  i n  a  v i l l a g e  w e  w o u l d  h a v e  l e s s  t u r n  o v e r  a n d  m o r e  i n t e r e s t  i n  

b e c o m i n g  a  V P S O .  I t  w o u l d  b e  n i c e  u o  s e e  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  p r o v i d i n g  

s u p p o r t  t o  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  a s  i t  d o e s  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  T r o o p e r s .

T r o o p e r s  a t  l e a s t  h a v e  m o n e y  t o  p u r c h a s e  p e n c i l s  a n d  p a p e r ,  V P S O ' s  d o  

n o t .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  v e r y  b r i e f  i n c o m e  s u r v e y  f o r  t h e  K o d i a k  a r e a ;

K o d i a k  I n c o m e  S u  . v e y

^ ^ a f e w a y  C o u r t e s y  C l e r k  ( g r o c e r y  b a g g e r )  $  6 . 0 0 h r  A g e  1 4  o r  1 5  

6 . 5 0  A g e  1 5  o r  1 6

S a f e w a y  C a s h i e r  7 . 5 0 h r

C o r r e c t i o n s  O f f i c e r  $ 1 4 . 2 7  -  1 9 . 6 8  

P o l i c e  O f f i c e r  1 7 . 5 6  -  2 4 . 2 2

D i s p a t c h e r  1 3 . 7 1  -  1 8 . 9 1

S t a t e  T r o o p e r  R e c r u i t  $ 1 9 . 6 4  

D i s t a t c h e r  1 5 . 8 4

V P S O  $ 1 0 . 7 9

A s  y o u  c a n  s e e ,  A  V P S O  m a k e s  j u s t  a  l i t t l e  o v e r  $ 4 . 0 0  a n  h o u r  m o r e  t h a n  

a  1 5  y e a r  o l d  g r o c e r y  b a g g e r .  A  V P S O  m a k e s  l e s s  t h a n  a  d i s p a t c h e r ,  

c o r r e c t i o n s  o f f i c e r ,  a n d  S t a t e  T r o o p e r  r e c r u i t .  A  V P S O  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e  

o n  t h e  j o b  o v e r  1 7  y e a r s  t o  m a k e  w h a t  a  b e g i n n i n g  T r o o p e r  r e c r u i t  

m a k e s .  A c t u a l l y ,  t h e  V P S O  s a l a r y  s c h e d u l e  d o e s n ' t  e v e n  g o  h i g h e r  t h a n  

$ 1 8 . 0 4  p e r  h o u r  a f t e r  1 7 . 5  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e .  T h i n k  a b o u t  i t .

T h e  m o r e  t h a t  y o u  c u t  t h e  V P S O  P r o g r a m ,  t h e  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  i t  w i l l  b e  t o  

p r o v i d e  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  i n  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s .  A  s t a r t i n g  s a l a r y  o f  $ 1 0 . 7 9  

p e r  h o u r  i s n ' t  g o i n g  t o  e x c i t e  a n y o n e  a b o u t  g o i n g  t o  a  v i l l a g e  a n d  

s p e n d i n g  8 0 - 9 0 %  o f  t h e i r  t i m e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  a n d  a l c o h o l  

^ ^ e l a t e d  i n c i d e n t s .

M a y b e  y o u  c a n  t a l k  a b o u t  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n s t e a d  o f  a  c u t  t o  t h e  V P S O  p r o g r a m .

'"T

B renda  Schw an tes
b r e n d a s c @ p t i a l a s k a . n e t

R
EC

EIV
ED

 

UPr 
0 

i 
1997

mailto:brendasc@ptialaska.net
mailto:brendasc@ptialaska.net


Became sick in 1989.
Started Life Quest Case Management Services in 1992 
Started Intensive Rehab Services in 1996

Before Life Quest Services Started

Homeless
No concept of money management. Spent moneys on trivial things or gave moneys away. 
API 3 times
Providence Hospital 1 time 
Illinois State Institution 
St. Maries Mental Ward 
Santa Cruz Mental Health Ward 
Suicide attempts
Depression and isolation c f  frequency of 7 days per week.

Improvements amdc with scrvcies in last year 
Maintained housing
Have stayed out o f any Menial Health Institutions for the past 2 years.
Cut down on Meds.
Takes better care of self: Exampes: bathing, grooming pride in apt.,
In last year have begun to recognize and manaage symptoms, with less thoughts of suicide. 
Decrease isolation to 2 days a week.
Plans for the future include attending college in Summer.

Feelings of w hat is going to happen if Services stop.
Support systems, transportation

Include all other feeling and fears you have. 

r< ±.a_cJ^

m



Became mentally ill in 1993. Was admitted to Georgia Medical Center where I stayed for 3 
months.
API 2 times
Providence Hospital 1 time.

Imp/ovcm cnts made with service in last year
Learning new behaviors
Recognizing and managing symptoms
Contributing to society by w-. rking in a particular business.
Taking care of animals without harming them.
Taking responsibility for my actions.

Life Quest Services are important to me because I would not have transportation to meet my 
personal need. I need IRS and Case Management Services to assist in keeping me stable and out 
of the hospitals.
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the finance-----------
committee name

com m ittee  on budget/ medicaid____________...dated
bill/subject

I hereby register opposition to any proposal which would cut Medicaid funding for substance 
abuse treatment services. If you have to cut the Medicaid budget, substance abuse treatment 
coverage should be the last to go, right down there with basic health services for children. 
Because the bottom line is that substance abuse treatment for adults is a basic health 
service for Alaska’s children. It affects whether their parents get up in the morning and get 
them off to school. It impacts their education, safety, and nvirition, all of which impacts future 
employability. Is moth-T passed out, or it she awake and able to feed them? Who is watching 
the children while the parent is out? Some junkie friend who molests them? Are the children 
sitting in cars at bars in freezing weather? Are 10-year-olds driving their drunk fathers home? 
Does the car heater work and do they have coats? These are very real issues for children of 
substance-abusing parents in this state.

I’ve lived in this valley 25 years and here’s what I’ve seen. Most people go to treatment because 
they are ordered by the courts or DFYS. Most of them grew up in alcoholic homes themselves 
and don’t know any other way to live. Medicaid coverage for substance abuse treatment gets 
people into treatment vho wouldn’t otherwise, especially women with children. Some don’t 
get sober the first time around, but the money you invest in their treatment is definitely worth it in 
the long run. Because every minor glimpse into a sober lifestyle we can give these people 
creates possibilities for themselves and their kids. It improves the chances for them and their 
children and saves Alaska money in the long run.

This state has a huge, huge drug and alcohol problem, and until we address it with every gun 
we have, we haven’t a prayer on controlling costs in other areas of skyrocketing need, such as 
Department of Corrections, DFYS, welfare, and juvenile detention. These costs will continue to 
skyrocket with each new generation until Alaska addresses substance abuse with every resource 
and every dollar we can find.

Signed:
Testifier &

'■ Representing (Optional)

& Q. B o x  % ?< > #> ,/ M a n 7/4  , ^
Address

7 0  7 -  3 7 6 - 3 / 3 3 _____________
Phone No.
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to (he  lioOCt.tOC-i.
committee name

committee on \j&  *  1L  - J k k ft
bill/subject
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please e n te r  into the record  my testim ony to t h e ------- f t  nance----------------------------------
com m ittee  n a m e

co m m it tee  on b u d g e t/m ed ica id ___________ , d a t e d  (A A Q ro A  2 fj£ i. fQ Q  7
bill/subject
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Signed:
Testifier
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THE FACTS: Alcohol and Other d

7 # *

AMER ICA ’S NUMBER ONE 
PUBLIC HEALTH PROBLEM

The total econom ic costs to the Unite J 
States of substance abuse fs estimated to 
be approximate!/ $166 billion per year. Of 
the $166 billion, $99 billion (60%) are costs 
related to alcohol abuse, and $67 billion are 
related to other drug abuse. (Brandels Uni­
versity, 1993)
In Fiscal Year 1994. addiction to and abuse 
o f alcohol, tobacco and olher substances 
w ill account for at least $77.6 billion in Fed­
era l expenditures on entitlement programs. 
(Cente r fo r Addiction and Substance Abuse 
at Columbia University, 1995)
Four out of ten Americans (76 million peo­
p le) are affected by alcoholism in their fam i­
ly. (National Center fo r Health Statistics, 
1988)
Successfully treating alcohol problems costs 
10 tim es less than the current cost of alco­
hol abuse to society. (Institute of Medicine. 
1990)
Marijuana use among eighth-graders has 
more than doubled since 1991. One in eight 
eighth-graders '13%) used marijuana in 
1994, while nearly one in five high school 
sen io rs (19%) used marijuana at least once 
a month (Monitoring the Future Study, Uni­
vers ity of Michigan, 1994)
For every 1 dollar spent on alcohol and 
othe r drug treatment, taxpayers"save $7 in 
tho d irect costs to society associated v/ith 
drug addiction and abuse. Additiona lly, treat­
ment pays for itself on the first day of deliv- 
ery o f treatment services to an addicted 
individual. fCalifornia Department of Alcohol 
and Drug Programs, Evaluating Recovery 
Services: The California Drug and Alcohol 
T rea tm ent Assessment, 1994)

AND CRIME

In a national survey of prison wardens, more 
than nine out of ten wardens stated that 
they believe that "expanding the use of drug 
treatment in prisons or in the community" 
will make a major (39%) or a moderate 
(52%) difference in reducing crime in their 
community or state. (U.S. Senate Judiciary 
Committee, 1994)
More than 60% of men arrested for burglary, 
larceny-theft and stolen vehicles in the Drug 
Use Forecasting program In 1990 tested 
positive for drug use (Bureau of Justice 
Statist.. ; )
A RAND study found that substance abuse 
treatment is seven times more effective in 
reducing cocaine u&eJhan domestic law 
enforcement, (RAND Corp. Drug Policy 
Research Center, Controlling Cocaine: Sup­
ply vs. Oe'.iand Programs, 1994)
A recently-released comprehensive drug 
and alcohol treatment follow-up study of 
approximately 3,000 individuals (CALDATA) 
found that crim inal activity declined 66% 
following treatment, and the longer the indi­
vidual remained in treatment, the greater the 
reduction i,i criminal aclivity.
Individuals sentenced for drug offenses 
constitute the largest and fastest growing 
category in the Federal prison population, 
accounting for 61% of the 1993 total, com ­
pared with 38% in 1986. One in five Federal 
prisoners are low-level non-violent drug 
offenders with no p.evious record. (Depart­
ment of Justice, 1994)
Olouster, MA Prevention Network has imple­
mented a comprehensive community-wide 
substance i  use prevention program that 
has resulted .n a 63% declino In heroin 
arrests, a 21% decrease in narcotic cases in 
the court system, and a 25% decline in DWI 
arrests.
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frug Addiction
AND HEALTH CARE COSTS

25 to 40% o 1 all general hospital patients 
are admitted for alcohol-related problems. 
(Brandeis University. Substance Abuse: The 
Nation's No. 1 Health Problem)

• One in five hospital davs and $7.4 billion of 
Medicaid Inpatient hospital costs are linked 
with abuso or addiction to alcohol or other 
drugs, (Center on Addiction and Substance 
Abuse at Columbia University, 1994)
Nearly one-third of all AIDS cases are relat­
ed to intravenous drug use, and 7C% of all 
pediatric AIDS cases are related to maternal 
exposure to HIV through drug use or sex 
with a drug user. (Centers for Disease Con­
trol, 1993)
Hospital emergency room admissions due to 
heroin use jumped 86% between 1990 and 
1993. During the same period, cocaine 
emergencies rose by 53%. (Drug Strategies, 
1995)
Substance abuse will cost the Medicare 
program one trillion do lla rs^ve r the nexf~20 
years. (Center on Addiction and Substance 
Abuse at Columbia University, 1994) 
Approximately one-half the cost of alcohol 
and drug addiction treatment is offset w ith in 
one year by subsequent reductions in tho~~~ 
use of medical services by the primary pa­
tient and his or her fam ily. (Luckev. 1987) 
More than 5% (221,000) of the 4 million 
women who give birth each year use illicit 
drugs during their pregnancy. (1994 National 
Pregnancy and Health Survey, National 
Institute on Drug Abuse)
The state Alcohol and Other Drug Authority 
in Minnesota has reported that, for chemical 
dependency treatment clients, the stale has 
saved approximately $22 million in annual 
health care costs. (National Association ol 
State Alcohol and Drug Abuse Directors,
Invest in Treatment fo r Alcohol and Other 
Drug Problems: it Works, 1994)

IN THE WORKPLACE

United Airlines estimates that it has a 
$16.95 return for every dollar invested in a 
drug-free workplace program, fASIS O.P. 
Norton Information Resources Center, "Sub 
stance Abuse: A Guide to Workplace 
Issues," August, 1990)
The cost of alcohol and other drug use in 
the workplace, including lost productivity, 
medical claims and accidents, amounts to 
$140 billion per year. (Brandeis University, 
1993)
38 to 50% of all workers'1 compensalion 
claims are related to the abuse of alcohol or 
other drugs in the workplace. (National 
Council on Compensation Insurance, 1993)

> Employed drug abusers are 3 limes more 
likely to be late for work, 33% less produc­
tive, and likely to incur 300 percent higher 
medical costs and benefits when compared 
to their non-abusing counterparts. (Drug 
Strategies, 1995)
Approximately 17% of all workers abuse 
alcohol or other drugs. (Bureau of Labor 

' Statistics, 1991)
More than two-thirds of regular drug users 
are employed— more than 8 million workers- 
and 15% say Ihey have gone to work while 
under the influence of drugs in the past 
year. (Brandeis University, 1993)
A substance-abusing employee is absent 10 
times as often as a non-abusing employee. 
(Occupational Safety and Health Adm inistra­
tion (OSHA), 1992)
Up fy 40% of industrial fatalities and 47 
percent of industrial injuries can be ilnked to 
alcoholism and alcohol consumption. 
(Bornstein and Mahney, “Occupational Medi­
cine," 1989)
One out of every four American workers ha6 
a substance abuse problem or a family 
member with an alcohol or other drug a u c ­
tion. (The National Institute on Drug Abuse, 
cited by the Center for a Drug Free Work­
place, January 1992)



M A R - 2 4 - 9 7  S U N  1 4 2 5 7  A T S  3 7 3 2 4 5 4  P „ 0 1

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Piease enter into the record rny testimony to the FINANCE
committee name

__________c o m m it te e  on  budget/ h e p i c Ai d    d a te d
bill/subject

To? fie.fi. pOĉ-selCj
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Alaska State Legislatur.e 

Please enter into the record my testimony to the _ __._.6-:..'..:..:;'>1.=tUf~c.-e.. ___ _ 
\ . . 

committee on fit.1.dtjefi''l/1../ic<1j c/ , dated 
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IMPACT 

Alaska State Legislature 
Testimony to finance Committee 

March 22, 1997 

Medicaid Budget Cuts 

l"lar. 24 1997 10:.tl~ P3 

The proposed cuts wiH totally eliminate any Medicaid for akohoJfam and drug .abuse 
treatment. This amount was Sl,522,209 in FY96. 

RECENT BUY IN 
It waLt only about two years ago that treatm1?nt programs had their budgets reduced so that 
money could be us-...>d to pay the state's share of Medicaid. This "buy-in" leveraged new fedeml 
Medicaid money. Other states have had Medicaid coverage lor aJcoholism/ drug abuse 
treatment for years. We did not. So in Alaska we bought in to the program, it wa!' 11ot free. 

SACK TO WORK INITIATIVE 
Our public assistance offices Af'e tareeting large numbers of welfare recipients to go back to 
work. The Joe.al Mat-Su public assistance o!fic~ estimates that 30-40% o! welfare recipients 
have a significant alcc•hl)lism/ drug abuse problem. We are counting on Medicaid to serve thes1~ 
people. Loss of it wiU severely Jimit treatment availability, and could result in failure 0£ the 
welfare reform program. 

WHO'S RESPONSTBLE? 
Some s11.y th<lt alcoholic; are ,responsible for their own disea:;e. Jn fad, alcoholics a.re 
physically different in how ~heir bodies process alcohol. Normal people can drink 
moderately; but for alcoholics drinking damages their abUity to think and choose, creates 
severe ciistortions in p~rsonality, and harm."! them~dvct1, theit' families and other innocent 
vidims in the community. It is t.ime w~ stop bla.ming alcoholici for their disease and inste~d 
provide the treatment needed for them ~<l regain control of their lives again. 

TRbATMENT WORKS 
Mat-Su Council has been following up on the clients who leave our treatment programs for the 
past three yecU"S. Results indicate that 75%-85% are maintaining abstinence a year Jater. 
There is aJso a drastic reduction in criminal and antisocial behavior. There is no cure for 
alcoholism, bl,lt through abstinence the disease can be managed and the person can return to a 
normal life. Our experience is n.:>t unique. State and national statistics also show that 
treatment work~! The changes are dramatic when it does. 

ECONOMICS 
Think for a moment of lhc m..gnil'ude of alcoholism and. drug abuse in A1aska. Do you have ~1ny 
doubt that it is the: number one health problem jn ou1· state? At the state's long range financial 
planning session:; it was pointed o ,•Jt that the huge numbers of people jnour .:riminal justice 
system will not decrease until we address the problem of alcoholism. It h;is a huge i:npact on 
spending for law enforcement, the courts, the corredions system, parol~ & probation, . 'ltergency 
medical services, state child protedlon se~ic~,. and domestic violence programs. But 
treatment money has been spread so thin, it is n drop in the bucket compared to the size of the 
problem. U budgets must be cut, I would suggest that what money we do spend should be 
working for us. Alcoholism treatment funding is a wise investment . 
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In conclusion, please don't be "penny wise and pound fooli~h". Adequately fund Medicaid for 
alcohol treatment so it will strengthen our economy, strengthen our people, .:ind benefit all 
Alaskans. 

If you would like to discuss this subjed (urther, please call me at 376-4000. 
If you at.:· ever in Wasilla, feel free to s top by. You are always welcome! 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Suzann_, Frey 
ExecuUve Director 

Mat-Su Council 
2801 Bogard Road 
WasJlla, Alaska 99654 
(907) 376-4000 
FAX: 373-J.135 
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BMC UNLIMITED PALIER AK 

Alaska State Legislature 

Please enter into the record rny te~tlmcmy to tt,~ -----------­
:=ommlttee name 

committee on ·----------- , dated 
March 22·, 1997 

bill/subject 

llJ 002 

Palme:r Pionee:rs' Home•s seventy-two residents, '!01: lfh0111 I am spoke.1sperson, 

their individual gua.rd1~s •. conservators or other ree:yonslble parties, 

relatives and friends, sing\1.1.arly and collectively believe that Alaeka has 

:reneged dn 1 t:s contra.ct to provide them a. reasonable-priced old age hom1~ 

Hith variable care levels. 

furtherrno:re, .a..11 these concented persona r egret and mourn that ou:r 

Legisla to;rs seem to" bel1 eve we are fa. t ca ts with extre.mely valuable hidclen 

aissets. Actually, e:JC'cept l!IB.ybe' for a vert few late-come:rs, all :residan·ta 

of ~a.l ~Jer Pioneers' Ho111e are long-time Alaskans who have contributed al:L their . ' 

time, \:.alent and resources to build our ho11es and conununities, rai'Se ~d. 

educate our children, pald p:re-oil taxes, called Alaska "Home", and 3caled 

our retirement plans to includ .. e ou:r Pionee:t.•s' Home • 

Al1 :residente once were proud, productive persons. Today none of us 

has assets 'beyond social security, Long1 vi ty and maybe a modest pension,, as .... 
well as an abiding faith in aur State. 

We did not plan to be welfare wards 0£ Alaska, just ll.e we did not J?lan 

to be buu:ens to our children. We had s. Con-tract with Ala.eka to be talrnn 

care of 1n our last yea.r.s for a reasonalll! fee, -i • PLEASE SEE A'rrACHED CONTI!IUATION SHEET 

Signed~~~ Pat'ty Wel§.,Werur 
Te "lier 

Palmer Pioneers' Ho111e residents 

Repr.sentit"lg {Optlorial) 
2..SO East Fi:reweed, Palmer, Alaska 9~645 

------~~~~~~-

Address 
(90?) 745-JOJO 

Phone No . 
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PAGE 2 - Continuation of TESTIMONY 'IO ALASKA '. STATB LEGISJ.. •.. 'IURE, J/22/97 , 

f~om PALME!R PIONEERS' HOME RESIDENTS' SPOKESPERSON 

Ins tead, we a.rt1 demoraliEed, alienated, shamed and betraye\. 

Th• very least the Leg1$l&ture may have done is to gxandfather the 

Pioneers' Home program, fre~zing rates for current res1der1ts (plus, of 

couxse COLA increastes) , and applying the dra.sUc 1nc:reaeed chargee to :r.a.tes 

for fUture applicants who then will have an option of undertaking the 

:revised charges • 

llJ 003 
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Alaska State Legislature 
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MAHAY <S RTVFRRnAT svr. TFI Nn.qo?-7~~-?71? 

MAHAYS 
RIVERBOAT SERVICE 
u ··z:::: ==7 

March 19,, 1997 

J own and opr.rS\tc a bustrtr..1J1J in thl~ upper l\1atHn111JkR \lallt'.y, tn flt<' town 01· 

Talkeetna.. I have operat~d this business for over 20 years and I am one of the 
lil~eit employen in Talkecfnjt1 with 32 employees. Without touriih my bu~Si1etn1 
would not be so successful. 

I am appalled that the Finance Committee would even consider £uttlng funt'llng 
for th~ Alaska Department of Tourism. Many other stutes and countries arc 
increasing their marketing budgets for tourism, so they can compete us 
destinations (Hawaii spends JO million a year on tourism marketing). The 
Department of Tourism can reat·h places I, and many other small business 
(1\\'ll(!t•ti, can on1,. d••C!A•H ..-bout. Th<!.)' 11•" ah• i•••1rnrlu11t P&!!:luurce for 111m1y u11mll 
business owners throughout the rdate. 

Tourism is one of the lorgcsf economic resources thot Alaska h11s. '\lhy would 
you ri!;k losing the J.6 billion in tom•is1ri dolla1•s, last yea1•'s ~."'Ul'lsm reve1aue, to 
save J.5 million now? All business owners know that you have to spend money to 
make money. Sounds like you need •o go back to school and learn business 

' . ' basics. 

Sn)all business owners alre the backbone of our state's, nnd also the 11ation'f.I, 
er.m10rny. They h~nrc worked Jong and hard fo m~lui! t\ltislm H rhoire destinntion. 
\' ou Are in efTer.t s11ying tlmt Hll that hard work dot.sn'f maUtr, sntall bu~htts~ 
doesn't mMUcr. Sm~JI business owners are your constttuents. 

Climb down from your glass towers ~nd t11ke a good look at your state, Che stafc 
that you arc supposed to he representln2. What you will find is a bunch of 
pr.oplr., rr.al fH':O(llr., who lovr. this stRt~ ~md fftn .~Pf' ~ futurt for her without oil. 
This cannot happen if the Legislature keeps cuUing t"tmd:r:g for• tourism. 

Sincerely, 

Stephen T. Mahay 
Pr·esfdent/CF;O 

"ServbJa SpurtBtilJennen Since 1977" 

Box 705 • Talkt>1::1Ju1, Alaska 9%7f\ • (907) 733-2223 •Pax (907) 733·2712 
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~]~. J q (lf 
Phone No. 

.1 

9/86 Leg1slalive Information Oflice 
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Alaska State Legislature 

.-" 
Please enter into the record my testimony to the ....... \--_1 f\;,...;.;~:...;..~--=--------

committee name 

\ \ Q:~\\.~1~ ~- L '\ !"\ \0.0.1 committee on ....... ·!:n.-..=o;.x_;r~.\.,;l~·! -+lr+-·--........_~..._ __ , dated ,. S\VC\\CK'i " \~ 1 1 

;r J6' 
1o ~lL{__ 

of -f-·L~ 

bill/subject 

"" ot- LJ ((· L..-f- -flc_ C L ••• }) -5 +~ he_ / r..-ccz_ J_c..._ 

l./v\_&vr~ cJ / {-t' c: 1.-C A j\/'\._ G v-i / ~ S b ~ 
l. c Ci (..(_ 1-(' 

/r'L cJ I~ C1 ~ /. lt. t•...JJ 

( (/[,..__ J k . ( '-"...-<.. v 

/ ' I .,;;,, I/ /J/,---n-
signed: __ J _ ___,~I _...;..,,_· ~,......:,_,,2..;...' ------------

Testifi~f / ' 

Representing (Optional) 

.... ) ) ~ r;: · ; ~:>c. J )ut> 
Address 

--s 7 \o - !J- L(J/ 
Phone No. 

9/86 Leg1stalive lriformalion Office 

.1 



•• Alaska State Legislature 

Please enter into the record my testimony to the tzfuu~e... '£~e_ G:)l)AtAJt{-ee. 
committee name 

committee on _~_l_(J; ___ , dated Mivrck U-\ l54J 
bill/subject 

rt,vu c__ r·u'..N\<'.;1Jw ~ ~ CZ)J/!J~o/;ws.re__ 
o~tJD. >-WV(;Cei; UJ~ \JJ60(cl eUvu6~t:.. c;ei1uices 
~ ~~~('_~ ~Dfh Gw~-e,v-> cwct M v dAlWeui. 
'fhtu~ci) (') f 14i*i cW W-b\A cwicO Cldlv l fs 
ctU0 ~~ ~c:clo>lws \ rclcd--~ Je~e.cfs 1~ 

• ~~O\;\ cwJ SO ff~~~~ 

f:t~ 46 { V\~614~0Ak0 cW aPM~i~~i) 

6l 1'00 #ds c:-00~, f-aa ~ IPfW 1

0\/\ 

tJJ\J.) ~ h lM-i w rn:~ ~-u[ I 

Signed: ~ ~· lb VU6MA 
Testifier 

Representing (Optional) ~~ ~ 

~[)&;A 3to92 ~Vt~~tz:::: 99&~ 
Address 

e (qoi) iv/Ir 3".P-1 
Phone No. 

9/86 Legislative lnlormalfon Otlice 



Alaska State Legislature 

Representing (Optional) 

7 0 ~ Cf'tS S °'2_ I (.l 5 ~ 
Address 

• 3 7Co--- 7 S-:>- (__ 
Phone No. 

l 

9/86 Legislative lnlormalion Olllca 
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Alaska State Legislature 

Please er.ter into the record my testimony to the __,_h...;_1.__..(l_CV.......;...n...;_~-----
committee name 

committee on µ B 1J! §;11!f . cl3teci fVla!t et,._, Z?, ;qq J , 
bill/subject 

T Ovr-n Ctcl 0-?"Yla··ni:f; D-pposeof -IP -/-/~ f/O posed 

auls ~ eJJYnmu~; !YlJ~/iJJ /Jfa 66~ J 1"'0>1-{-/-5 aYld 
~rnv~ ').w~,lupYN..d~ D/.sf.lb//,/-irs Bi:arrts1 C?rs 

/;J.e,,(/ as -/-,r; 5-l-1 --1-u-h 
0

1i/1S r.vnd fldWJ i Y) 1 'sfAra~ > 

I • • 

?<Jt,;,...IJ_ yo~ A.a,~ W v:ti_-719 l; --fU.'Y')c(_p d_ ~ 
de 0'7Sf1J-Ufu'Y7tlfA 2~ lJf /Y)t~/.. tr{ I} /tf5ktt ~ 

OA_fct..e.-/7_.S -f;-o-r.ri tJcu~ bU] u//)Vvtj ])~_(-EJ-p~~.{{/ flt/I~ 
ti--rieL a I a5/( °: f?s '! ei'-lcu'Jul6 :.Ln .s-h;Lu_-{;-e_, I 1 DYL QM_ 

no vtJ ?lUlv-Ylr --1-J-v__ 'Ufl &l/d- f'/Orv; u~df./L­
t'()V)c;- TVt 'h/L ..sup f} o-cts i'U; f-1'--l.~ rntJt~v I Cl'J,10-es ~ 
jo tt Ae"1/le_ 11'1 ls {@f. 6vvivl // ee.f i:v rn a.:vy jJMWs 
()vnel ao(,,v()t.f~{i<...s b<Jlw S l./G.Dplt.;{pd --1--h.Z.o w!JzJd 
~ #0 °{f-tv.-- ~ ~ ri-e_f.s " 5 tA tL {)_s iJ })<?_. 
Ov-r;d AP! W-fr-L elos:ed t.~c;f! dowt?S/~cf-
!lu~ Ot!/~~v0Y; ~ ~ fvYJ-4-Ji,,/c~ ~rel -:r s-/r~c;n1t1 (}f.cf1/r$-e 

r(J 8..trY15/d ;'. t{))/') ... &I ~/.J 6t..1c::;(%:r . 
Signed: . AA ~ <14! ;~alt~ 

Testifier 

me t1ss~Sttu/ldtr- s 
Representing (Optional) · 

p (2. i5q 6'7~SCJs- ~cJtA--AJ< °!1ut7 
Address 

7t/S-1_/zr J 
Phone No. 

,l 

'3186 Leg1sla1ive tnlormalion Office 
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Ala!ska State Legislature 

...-
Please enter into the record my testimony to the _t.1-l:..:..V'\..!..!C.......:.:V\!-l.C~f .......... ==--- ----

committee on t\:>1 ,c...e D \ \ 7 fo 
bill/subject 

, dated 

committee name 

I oo \'O~ u_) a\\·\- ~- c..t . .(\:.S b \ex:_, 'i'<!-ao\ -e.-
• 

-\-o ~ ~\\-\-.. 0\ 'f-eo \-\h '{"rO'f'\ \e.6 'o::.c ou~-c=-_, 
ck -\\0-e. °'"ee:Ar: ~.d ct:: ~~ ~ajcs_ 

Representing (Optional) 

d20 E~~\--6:>0 { WD3 ?xst 'ff2''8'R '°\)a\Y"Y'er 
Address 

-,45 341Q 
Phone No. 

9/86 Legislative Information Oltice 



•• Alaska State Legislature 

Please enter into the record my testimony to the \iep' ~):(, kQ hr f'\'la 
~ , ) I fV committee name .j 

committee on(IOCA )f fJ ) 0, //tJ V 3 _ J 
b

.
111 

. • dated ) 2-~'1 
I subject 

.j -fa-lurrQ/C-\ ' I ') 

vJ f' I -t-.bv,_ 
oJ, :L a-c;7 , 

• 
l S tn p\.eA y J "1 ~ ~ ,)\_ . 

N? 0 pf i C _) ,pr P jc ( 1 fr,) p<:-) ,.~ 'f W'f', p SC~ ; 0 fr ,',)-' 

~:~" ~: d ::~~:~Ir~~-~ p s.::·~·~;~0 
r,· 0r1 <7'I" ~('"\ . (/l ) r ~~ fw cl "A i " I i C·1 l·l-M c._j 

/- ~ , ,,., ,- " ·, 

Representing (Optional) 

,./,,, //Jl / ~/Jt;t t;j. . j ~l ~ / ,<) ,, _ '\v :) r:_ l~ /) I 

Address 

• I - ~it> 7 - ] t/t - o-;5-7 
Phone No. 

.I 

9/66 Leg1sla1ive llllormalion Office 
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Alaska State Legislature 

Please enter into the record my testimony to the --'-Ri_i.....;_.,.Q_.__Cl-_n~C"""-'<L...=------

committee on µ{3 7(/) 
bill/subject 

committee name 

£ tl-'l>'I sfro7!1-'-j bppobed -fo '--/At_ . ' 

7opo.r;ecl bud c;t+ ~ fln (hn;m~ 
/Ylf/vefiJJ ./JeA1-fl..--~ ~v.4-1 C<S t»e,,U as) 
fJ1J!_dA~J ~L·('lLA_,~ I hef?SC- r!u-1-s 

/AJ 'vu htvW!- {,(__, ~ri 0 de-I--,; t?<Vrri o/ 
t-fl'e C;f ~ -11~ ~LA-~ tt ~ t~ ' 

.i.l Phone No. J 8 j2. ... f COG 

Address 
0 

r- I ,, 
. DI<@:: L ffel& 

!)/86 Legislative Information Office 



•• Alaska State Legislature 

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Ft ~1 q ~IC L Gm JY1 I foe 
committee on If Jl Z? !_7{, 

bilef subject 
, dated 

committee name 

3~ ?:i -rz1 
f { eqse.. ~fohe · cvb . ~ merlr'c<u~ hA-/f"IY'e 

~ i1cf ,.,, ep f t!r ( /i.ec; /ft, S'er W c:. r? 6 ,a.s YI e_ c o lif wie_111 ~J 
h (, tJ, i- -0tt<t11c ~ sob co "1'/r'-11 ·f!--e ~I :r Ca.vvi "2. 

tu--(;h;& he.cq; ~ (;/ ith '!- cttters t>t e,..,'fr' /// -p. ~'7· 
r. rtt v/,t/ i-"4 T;t,,l -R c-t.t' Of ht~ }'1eu-~ ,'// I fo 

• £~/il_ ftie_,"'0J Jooo~"' who1v1 I hctll e .J e_ei,1 / l-'-'!Y; ~c;y fy 
!fl flt 17ob11fn~b lv«;'fr ~ 0001t1.rhf!!5h w.e 
cvv/J h~ 

Testifier 

L/ALUy A LL/IJ!!lE fol t!:JenMf fy .JJ / 
Repr(7enting (Optional) 

) '0. f3C:% (/07 flt/J,,~e1;i AK tJ:/6%-
Address 'LL C- ) 

7'f:J - /SS/ • Phone No. 

9/86 Legislative Information OHice 
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Alaska State Legislature 

r' 
Please enter into the record my testimony to the __,_~;JP:~~~~f»"~- -------

~J~_;;/ ~ 
committee on -----=------ , dated 

bill/subject 

Signed: ~Jttl.- F 0z vvi.fjl 
Testifier 

Representing (Optional) 

/j z_ S . A I 14 5 /c rrf 9-t- /t" f {///[. e I< 
Address 

q ()) 
Phone No. 

9(86 Leg15f;illve lntormallon Office 

committee name 
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Alaska State Legislature 

t:llease enter into the record my testimony to the .1...£~l-:f....:.t .:Lh~c..L.7-. -----­
/committee name 

. 
Representing (Optional) 

lie z.3 &x P,:rrr A-13 w~us!llt:t /l/g sktt f _<Jt£?;1 
Address 

'lo1-373 ~771 
Phone No. 

9/86 Leg1sla1ive lnlormatlon Olfice 

.I 



•• Alaska State Legislature 

Please enter into tbe record my testimony to the f±wse.. +;'f'l%C e 0Wliw+Le.e 
committee name 

committee on Dtt55hl-&1+t"' );.rn:ltes. , dated 
r bill/sudject 

3/.;~J CJ) 
I 1 

. l o...(V\. Cf~b~ ·-~ ~s ~n ~e.. k .. J1c-t tiia..--t wll/ J11ec;a.-h1J-€.(( 
\fV\~Q..c-{ +t.Q.. V"'-CJ:>-\° \.)V...\V'\ero.--\~\,e- J;:'o..VV\..~\teS ;.., OIA.r s+~.;((?,_.. "\\,._e... ~Cc;_\-~tv._, 
+o.~ .. \\e<:> ~c-o~o..m ~('o0 ~des \-.t:>~~u\Si.~A-) S~for.\: -ft> ~0-~lie.s W~o a.re- \ 

~pe..~1\-) o\ ~ bue- n~~ \(\~V'.,\-s.. ~ L~ wul es+c.-\ol:sheci ~ct-~~ 
Mo"el\. \s ~cr12...,q ~ ~.re..\)~~n\r~ ~e.cv\('...Q.-s, J~e- \SV\.\ ~~ <so..J~n'J':l l~ 
~':>~1.A."'~"1~· \J)e, ?lo\.)1.cle_ ~c_a.;h~ o.~d "'o-hd~ CfY\ a.!)~ l6't&\.V\C..e- -h_; ~1.\1.eS 
;,.. "-"' e<:;~ -t- +,, \.,cr<?«S<:. ..\t_ • .:_r Succ.e>S <- Sel~ ·S u~c.,e,,,j . , I-l u.>6-.,.KS' ( 

, 
1 

W~<WI p~.cf'·\e..., hMe. '\te... ·\-t:o\s ~~:1 Y\ee.~ +o froo~cle 9-z,, ~e,r 
~lV'Vll\l·es, ~Q._ ~o.wv\.\~ , 1s SD~\.AL....l"- Yvl~n~- \,\~ ..\-z, \e1·v'~ .. ". ·hl~C-<') ~~ 

• .\-A b\c... ~d ~n>cl....1.vh t.X- • S i..-?~or-\--\"·\ ~\ck-eM. + -~~::o • .r"'-~tL1 e~ 'ts ~rZ+t' ~ 
Ror ~ ~+... 1-e... . ~' <2A>~0\ /J ~ - ~-\' DY\ ~eC\-t+L, fzv1V:l/es / 1t.e.- w~\ l ~ 
~ OY\ ~ot'.oJ! e&.uc.o...-+/6V1. J C.0l'Te0h

1

o"Yi.S J f\..\e!t.1 co-~ C<.$'\d ~s+e..r Co..re_ ()ds 

"'-* o... \.o-~ 6o.-\-e... , -P.-evev-.+i""' ~ o,os± e&k-b'.J-e..- . ft;..d:"I .fz,r w le.., 
~Me5-t\L- \.)\o\eV\Ce., <==)\\~~':::> .o.v-..d Me~c.cu. ~ I O...<':> WQ..-lJ CL':> f\l\e..n+~ heo.-l~ 
~V>Cl.,'c-,) QM no-\- ~Q.. C-<.c\" ; ~ we.. v.>a.v-;\- -h o..u o ~d ..y;_,-hcre. Q.r \ 5 e-::,_ 

tl\-U A\ct*°-ns h~ve... '')~-\ s 0-1/\ci, t'v"\o~-t wo.n-t 1-t> ~ (?•oc.l~un'<.K.... 
M~ 0 ?-' So~~ _..___ LUOt'r\<2..lf"\ 1 ~\d.\e-v-'\ ~cl ~Q.~e_. l>)'-".o \.-.o..0Q... • 

<:Us~\ \~,\-\eS o' <V\e.v0~ \t\w.-~ c.~o..D..~~e::. MA.J.S-t 'Vic-\: ~ -~r--\-~e..r sh-cs~ l 
I) I • 'o.'-\ b-~d ~ 0 

Signed: 1\r 15-ht() !/e.-rno le-. 
Testifier 

Md ~ Ca-mmuvu '-!::J 
Representing (Optional) 

rte < 3?... \Sox 3,q ot> 
Address 

J'o=i - s 7?:, -771 <o 
Phone No. 

9/86 Legislative fnformallon Office 

\ .0 o.;:;,\\\o. Ak I 

.I 
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Alaska State Legislature 

Please enter into the record my testimony to the \\c~"i;" \$ ~e~ Garn·Jhce 
committee name 

I ~\o committee on ----------- , dated 

Signed:~~~~~ 
Testifier 

Representing (Optional) 

:Xe ~ox \\O'\ Vo.\~~"'\'\(,"-\<; 
Address 

1 t.{ Sq - \C\ d.-~ 
Phone No. 

9/86 Legislative Information Oftlce 



•• Alaska State Legislature 

Representing (Optional) . 

p (J {v;( (f } 2· 1// cl 
I ·r,1 :f f</ 

{ I { ~' ( ) ( I ) / _, 
v c,-l- l.. ,C\ . 

Address '..J 

• ~07 ]}b 2-5 99 
Phone No. 

J. 

9/86 Legislative lnrormalfon Olfice 
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Alaska State Legislature 

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Ho!As...t f{ k't< 11ce f ovvt M; ff.p-f' 
committee name 

~igned: ~~~~' ~~~~~~l~-· ~,/~]~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Testifier o') 

J1/.ak-- ~5d ,( /lfl O ,tc/l.h1;;f= 
Representing (Optional) 

q~ :s J_,OoR a/A Wllfr',fLklJLll&/14 9lf0s9 
Address 

374?-'6i<Kb 
Phone No. 

.1 

9/86 Legislative lnlormatlon Office 
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; -·; ; · .. ........ ~ ... ; _·:· ·.~ . 

Alaska State LeQ.i.$J~tt~r~:y·,_:: ;:{? 
. '· . . .. . :: . -~-. . ·_ . _· ',";· . --.-:: ... :.:·::'::·:: ~ • ' :· . 

. .:.• .. ... :..·. . .. . 
• • • ~~ :· • •• ; • f •• - ..... • .: ' • . · 

.• .. -. . . . 
Please enter into the record my testimony to the _ __J,6_..LL,~~!J.t1-:.w!J~c~1:1::...:--_ _ __ · ·_· -· 

committee on A1M1c>1112 - ffeJl-ol1- J0ur11. dated 
bill/subject 

committee name 

:Z:: ,.,,:,) ,{, s/,,,., 7 M><uru ""}(}Ul',j~ de cai /"'"'/Cd_!. 

r .... _ ),le),-,,,,,;/.(',,,_!,~ wJ,J "'':f/L.,~!f ,:.'l' ... d Jet'//l~".5 ~ //.. . 

I».,._" If 1 II, 5 ~ V'el"• f e.,,,,,/,;,,. d~ ,/, -.s/1.t/·J./,, /, j· ,,;;_ 0 ~// ,/, :s ,,j tt,/, 
/i/,,.$ ./.,_5 / 11 1; ..?~ $L._,,,, J,, ,,,,_ a. .s 1..1' c,,"_. -1,-/.,/,0,,,J ,. '> 1 I ~ 
~H t'G Cllf.' I!.. • 7i. ,PN'/>°-'"-,) c.a.-h w/// lle_f J.. !-/._.., >" 111.s .(,._,,. 
:Se>nte -'l"'";(/c 1H) .,,,/,,,.~. . 
M.,,.f.,4 i !~;~~'; l?-Verer ~,o/,;,,,,,4 j,$/u ,.J~/ Ji-L,, alolsc_e,,{ 
~)a),,,;~ dz, 110/ cko:s., lo ,&., ,suei. C""' "'""'" r e.:5ou.rc. ... 

lk.<< ) s e r v /c " :S If e .,J I,, J., 1;, c.r "-"' s .) Ito / /e c.r u .1 "'- J. £,,.1 e /11,.,,~,..,,,,,J 
a.,,.t/ l!...).j .1e.rv1Ce~ are v/~/ if .sll/?"r/,",,_J /le f""'j"'-:>.1 ~ 
.:>uc.~-e.:s:s 6w1tr/ s-elf'...re/,~c"1... .. · 

P/ett:Soe. r-,1-cem.s !')t:?r ./J.e. ~u.1-~ ./o m~~ / Jea//J. 

Signed: ,n,~ /~ 
' Testifier 

Representing (Optional) 

?£> lfox $j' Zib75' u)tk it 'fi,, di f/J<?Z 
Address 

3?/,,-3/d>'t 
Phone No. 

9/86 l.e913lative Information Office 
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.r-w. 25 ' 97 04=56PM F"AI~S NATtVE ASSOCIATION P . 1/1 

~----.... , ----------:: .. ------:.....,,......;.. _ _... ____ ___ _ 

F·T~•A· 
\ . . 

., 
' 

Fairbanks· ·Native Assoc'ie~ti~on.-
~~~.,..._~~~·~---~- ~. ~- ~.~~-~--·-·--- . 

. · 

"' . M~ 25,_ 1997 . 
.· 

' .•, .. . ... .,, . : . . ' .. .. 
. : 

. : '.. ·"Representative Gen~·Thenii\OJt 
· · Stite Capitol ~Uildina ·. · . 

JUnetU; Al&~99.8ll . . 

.. ., r 

.... 
. . . . . 
Dear Representative Therriault: · . . ' . ·. ': 
i. &m ~~·to:~ mt concern reSafdin~ nmdmg ~ FY9s·ri..: F~-Natlve .~iltion•~ · · · . · .. · 

· {FNA) employptent proaram. which due to the·stiona support by younelf and tbe test of the interior: ·· 
· dclcaadem hu"bUn .an e~tive-job tniniq ~ plAuinent ~ara~ tbrouah tlie years. My con~ is . 

that. in p..i ym• FNA ·, ·prop-am bas becD de~eated: u 'ID identilicd line iiim or tho 'orpDization ·bu· · · . · · ·. 
received ~~that .. ~ diviai~ w0uld ~~-'*i~.ioup FNA !or sc:niee. . ·. . 

~~ tboulb ~A ind·a c~um ~ ~qcal aaencic5 .have"beai w~_·c~pse·iy_ with J~. Nordh~n~s; : '.. 
~tor Pivition of.Public AtJilt&ncc (DPA), to deyeloj) a-p.lan. for~ Fi.lr.banb North Stir Borouah' 

... 

that would unit the Staie m tn""-':fina·itl obliptiom t.o the f~ 1ovemmmit under TANF: .The cunart ·, 
fundinr ~tatua per ·.dJICUllion will\ the. DPA is ~t FWA. bu no. c-itment .irom the Divi11i0n ·for 
continued~ The Diviaion'1 polii~ ~- that f¥A't pri~·ya fun4in1 i& fn.cl~ded in.'tba Al.,O ., 
Wo~a;l'I 'Propam budsct lil1c iteni ancf if the aovemoi'i reqlielt of S3,967.5 milli~ iJ mducld by S2,()90.0 
rnill~on .by tho howi~ thae 'ffill likely. be no conne11· with l~ei.o~de 1llc diVision to a.ddresa ~ 
·welfare iuae/clien. ta: . · · . . . : · . · · · · · · · · . · · · · · 

. . . 

. , . 

·. . . . . 

... 
• • • • • 9\ ' 

<;:an any ~ b:· proVided throup your_. ~dice 'to ~~ tlW !"on~~m~. miPtoY-mcnt servic: · · · · " 
providm whO Ire providinl cost effective ~~- (approli~ltaly ~ per.diut) 1uch ai FNA are DOt · 
defimded in FY98 ai .the divisiom method to ablorb:Houae budget redw:tian.. · 

# • • ... • • • • .. , . . . . ' . . 
. . 

Your atten~on. to thi1 .~i1 ~tly aWrCciawL ·lfyou.or .your:staft'.~ve ~ q~ti~ w~ :· ·. 
reprdina this matter, pleue ::ve me·a call at 452-1648 ~t 223. ·" · · ·· · · . · · . . · · · · 

• • ' I • I ~ I I I \ ' 

.. .. 
·' 

.· .· 

\ 

"" . . . 
cc: . . · ~tative Mark Hanley, C~hair 

Reprel~tative Pete Kelly . 
~ . Repreacntu:n'~ John J;>i:vies . 

', . Co~~e Out·& . . · . . ,·· :• . . ' ·' 

,. •. 

. . .. 
; . . ' ' • . •,,. •' ... 

. . 

. . 

I I t • 

201 Fi:rst.A~enuc,· Suite ~mo ·• Fairba.nk8 , Ai~ska s19·101-4.M8 ··• . (907). :~:52-\643 fiiX. 456-4148 . . . ' .· . . 

.. 
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Sitka Schcol District 
307 Kashevaro1~ Street 

Sitka. Alaska 99835 
{907)747-8395 

''Educalinl srudlma in be competenr, llrlnu:. 
/,,, ,,; 

~trsro~'rr-
and .re.sponaiblc cl!Uiens. H 

ELEMENTAAY SCHOOl. 

Dare: 

From: 

To: 

Re: 

March 21, 1997 

Linda Selvig 
Counselor 
Verstov1a 8emenrary School 

Christine McLeod 
Director 
Sjt.kans Against Family Violence 

SAFV Small Group Coun~ellng Program at Verslovia 

For the past two years I have had the opportunity to work wirh Donna Kayne­
Da'ris. SAFV Children's Progr:im Coordinater. At the start of evP.I')' school year, 
Donna and r meer to discuss students at Versrovia who could benefit irom a 
small group counseling program. M;iny of th!! students referred, are ones that 
Donna. has worked with at the SAFV shelter. 

Donna spends Tuesdays with fourth and fifth grade girls, Wednesdays with 
fourth and fifth grade boys ar.d Tnursday) with third grade boys ai."'ld girJ s. 
Students meet during their lunch times one day a week. 

vVhen we begin the groups, Donna and r discuss what topics MU be covered 
such a,, seU concept, drug and alcohol education, personal safety and conflict 
resolution. 

Pc.rents must sign a permission slip to be a part of the group. 

Donna and I meet weekly ro updace e:ich other on each student's progress ln 
the group. 

I am extremely pleased with this program and believe that studenu ill the 
group benefit tremcnrlously. It ls my hope that this program will continue for 
next year. Donna and C make a great team. We plan co get started earlier next 
year and spend more time coordinating ~u\· programs so that we can meet the 
needs of more s~cnts. 

Thank you. 

• 

• 

• 
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souTB ~A I.ASIA RF-GION,AL ff"..AllllCORPORAllON 

222 'IONGASS DRIVE•SITJCA. ALASKA 99835•(901) 966-2 .. ll 

Date: 3/21/97 

To : Christine A. McLeod 
E..~ecutive ~irector 
Si ~ka--is Ag~inst Family Violence 
Eox 6136' 
Si':ka AK 99635 

Dear ~rs . McLeod 

MT. EDCECUWB£ tf()srl'!AS.. 

A..s a corranu:nity nember and mental health worker, I would like to 
e..:cpr9ss W]' appreciation Eor the good work ycu aod th; other staff 
at S..il,.FV have done over the years. J>.s you may know, t:he bulk of :t!'.J' 
case load has been with acute psychiatric i:a.ses, .and ma.."ly of :rt'..{ 

clients bave been trau:natized b¥ fami:..y vio.lence. when setting up 
aftercare services, ! fr~quently recommend In'IJ patients go to SAFV, 
•J!here they r~cei·ve sensithre and ";Jrofessional treatment that is t:he 
.be.5t hope f::>r l:realdng ·t.he circle of violence. 

I c:ez::ta.i.nly hope 5~.YV co;itir.ues to get the sl.!pport needed to 
dol~g ~his impor tant job. 

GO<)d Lu::k l 

a~q,, r~c.??~ 

Cliff Tincher LC.SW 

E.XECUTIVE orncrs 
:J:N.5 HOSPIT.\L DRIVE 
Jt,;~EAtJ. i\X 9l180l (907) 46:1-4000 

MEDICAL Ct..Vl'ER (907) 46.l-10-4-0 
DENT,\L CL'll"ER (907) ~il:l--t-0'4 1 

JUNEAU, AL\SK.\ ggso1 



0'16~ ~~~ Oft~n 
P.O. BOX 188 - Al'lGOON, ALASKA 99820 - (907) 788-3 ~.UI - FAX (907) 788-3<!12 

Niarch 12, 1997 

To ·Whom It May Concern; 

Angoon Community Association is pleased to vvrite a letter 
of support for Sitka Against Family Violence (SAFV). 

SAFV has, through the past years, emergency shelter that 
the Angoon Community can use in cases of abuse and 
neglect. They also provide some workshops re: Child 
Abuse, neglect, stress, and women's support, to name a few. 

• 

For this reason our Tribal Government, in-kind, provides • 
space for the workshop, posts noti.ces of future workshops, 
and announce on the Citizen Band radio all workshops 
available. 

It is our hope that SAFV receive their needed grants for the 
much needed services they provide. 

Sincerely, 

. 71 L iL \_€_i10-- bti-f6 
1\!Iarlene Zuboff 
Executive Director 

• 
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City and Borough of Sitka 

March 12, 1997 

Christine A. Mcleod 
Executive Director 
Sitkans Against Family Violence 
PO Box 6136 
Sitka, Alaska 99835 

Dear Mc~ i...r-

100 LINCOLN ST.~==~· I 31Tl<A. ,A.LA.SKA 99835 

Providing for Today ... Preparing for Tomorrow 

The ervices provided by your orgar:ization meet the needs of those persons who are 
victims of sexual assault and domestic violence and should be commended. Sitkans 
Against Family Violence is vital to the well-being of our community. 

The City and Borough of Sitka is in full support of the goals and objectives of Sitkans 
Against Family Violence. The City of Sitka recently gave financial support to Sitkans 
Again'".l Family Violence by providing a $100,000. dollar loan at 0% interest for the 
p• ::-..:hase of its building. The City & Borough of Sitka continues to apply for and pass 
on to you those funds that are available to you through the State Revenue Sharing 
Program. Any efforts made by your organization in applyin!J for grants need to be 
approved. 

Sint) 
Gary L. Paxton 
Municipal Administrator 

F \USERSILINOAILETTERSISAFV 



SOUTHEAST A LAS~R EGIONALffEALTHCONSORTIUM 

MT .. EDGECUMBE HOSPITAL • 222 TONGASS DRIVF • SITKA, A.LASKA 99835 • (907) 966-2411 

March 10, 1997 

Christine A. Mcleod, Executive Director 
Sitkans Against Family Violence 
P.O. Box 6136 
Sitka, AK 99835 

Dear Ms. Mcleod, 

.. , 

I am writing to express the Southeast Alaska Regional Health Consortium's 
(SEARHC) strong support of the Sitkans Against Family Violence (SAFV) grant 
application to the State of Alaska. 

SAFV is invaluable to the communities of Sitka, Angoon and Kake. SEARHC 

• 

unequivocally fa els that this is an essential program. In addition to being a • 
professional, culturally appropriate operation, it is the only provider in our area of 
this fLudamentally important service. With the rate of dom·estic violence on the 
rise, it is imperative that programs, exemplified by SAFV, which effectively address 
this urgent prQblem be fully funded. 

In closing, please be assured of SEARHC' s endorsement of the SAFV application 
and commitment to future collaboration and support. 

Sincerely, 

//Z.I(~ 
Mark C. Gorman, Vice President 
Community Health Services 

• 
EXECUTIVE OFFICES 3245 HOSPITA L DRIVE JUNEAL1 '\K 99801 • (907) 463·4000 
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City and Borough of SitJ<a 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

304 Lake Street, Room 102 • Sitka, Alaska 99835 

Lynn F. I 'lmm 
Chief of Police 

Christine MCLEOD, Executive Director 
Sitkans Against Family Violence 
P.O. Box 6136 
Sitka. Alaska 99835 

Dear Ms. MCLEOD. 

Business 747·3245 
Fax 747·1075 

I am writing in support of the S.-\FV Shelter in Sitka. The shelter and staff provide essential services for 
victims of Domestic Abuse cases and Sexual Assault cases. I have worked for the Sirb Police 
Department for almost ten yc:irs. I ha\·e great respect and admiration for the advocates I have worked 
'' ith Juring my tenure . 

SAFV provides an invaluable scr'v ice for the Sitka Police De11artrnent by providing a shelter for victims 
in domestic cases. Your cnunsding and advocacy se rvices give us the ability to provide a direction for a 
Jnmestic abuse or sexual assault' •t.:Lim to turn. 

I support SAFV"s efforts to provicle advocacy and educational services to teens. Every year I invariably 
conduct investigations involving reens. alcohol. and sexual abuse. These cases may vary from an 
alcohol related ''date rape" co the :•oung person being ·victimized by an adult who has been partying with 
them. These cases are usually dit ~icult to prosecute. The young victim walks away from the situation 
\'vith a St!nse that they \\~re nor b~1ie, cd ~md there is no justice for what has happened. 

Young persons involved in domesti.; disputes ot'ten teel intense frustration and have very low self 
esteem. Any services dealing wich teen education and awareness in domestics and sexual cas~ would 
be beneticial to Sitka. The community has little if any services relating to young persons in these 
instances. 

I would like to offer any support I can to the SAFV shelter staff. 

Sincerelv. 

15./1, ~-· -­
~~ALLEN 
Sergeant. Patrol Div. 



:Vfarch 12. 1997 

City and Borough of Sitka 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

304 Lake Street. Room 102 • Sitka. Alaska 99835 

Lynn F. Lamm 
Chief of Police 

Bus:ne£5 747-3245 
i=ax 7.i7 -1075 

Christine MCLEOD. Executive Director 
Sitkans Against Family Violence 
P.O. Box 6136 
Sitka. Alaska 99835 

Dear Ms. MCLEOD. 

I am wri ting in support of the SAFV Shelter in Sitka. The shelter and services provided through 
SAFV have been valuable and essential. SAFV continues to do an outstanding job and is an 
invaluable asset to the Police Dept. and the persons SAFV serves. 

SAFV and the Sitka Police Deparrm .... :c are continuing a longstanding cooperative relationship. 
SAFV becomes an invaluable asset to the Police Dept. during domestic abuse cases. They provide 
es~;c:ntial services and 11ssi::;wnce to victims of domestic violence that cannot be easily or readily 
provided by officers or other elements of the community. 

SAFV provides other service·s and suppoit for adults and children who have been victims or 
1,.vitnesses to domestic violence or sexual assault. 

\Ve are supportive of SA.FV. s proposal to increase advocacy and education with Sitka· s teens. 

The Sitka Police Department continues to actively support SAFV and the people SAFV serves. 

Sincerely. 

~~ 
Lynn F. LAMM 
Chief of Police 

• 

• 

• 
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SITKA TEEN RJSOURCE CENTER 

10 Mar 97 

To: Council on Domestic Violence Er Sexual Assault 
Department of Public Safety 
Box 11200 
Juneau, AK 99811-1200 

Dear CDVSA, 

The Sitka Teen Resource Center (STRC) and Sitka Council on Alco!1ol 
and Other Drug Abuse (SCAODA) are in complete support of the 
Sitkans Against Family Violence programs. They are the primary 
service in Sitka that provides shelter, counseling, advoca~', and 
support for victims of domestic violence and sexual support. 

The two above agencies, STRC and SCAODA, are in the process of 
merging and have been disc1r.Jing future collaborations between our 
services and SAFV. This is an exciting opportunity and the spirit of 
cooperation shown by SAFV is a needed model here, as well as all over 
Southeast. 

The teen center and SCAODA both utilize the services of SAFV as our 
primary referral source for abuse situations. Please carefully consider 
the needs of the SAFV program and its resicients who rely on this 
program. 

Sincerely, 

~:~ 
C7-{I f 
Jeff Budd 
Executive Director 
STRC/SCAODA 



. 
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Islands Counseling Services 
1310.A Sa'MnlJI Crt-.:k Road - Sith, Aluka 99815 

'Phone (907)i"~ 7·89C}4 • v fn (907)747-6801 

March 21, ~997 

Christine McLeod, Director 
Sitkam Aga.in~t Family Violence 
P. 0 . Box 6J36 
Sitka, AK 99835 

RE: LETIE~ O·F SUPP.ORT 

DeaT Ms. McLeod: 

A Division of Sitlu Mental Hc:i.lth Clinic, Inc. 

Co. 

~. Pho•# "Z '-( 7 - 'if" 9,. 4( 

'74f·7-'7'(·'Jf7 ,._, 7'17 _,~Of 

Please ~cept this letter as a. statement of support of SAFV on behalf of both I.sfa(lds Counseling 
Services, and myself, personally 

• 

Islands Counselir.g Services considers SA.FY an invaluable l!lset to our community Th~re are • 
many occupancies where a client oflslands Counseling is in need of a place where chcy fed 5afc. 
The: shelter has never failed to provide a place to meet that ne~d 

()\.·~r the ~s Islands Counseling staff have participated in cooperative projects with SA.FY staff 
W ~ have had a strong working rdationsrup with them ovt:r the years ;;nd we are continually 
impressed with their ability to dcli-v-er outstanding services to a very challenged clientefe. Their 
staff ha~ been very good at accepting referrals from us and have likewise made appropriate 
referral~ back. 

My sc.aff and I wholeheartedly support continued fonding of SA.FY. 

Sincerely, 

Michael J Boy 
Executive Director 

• 
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SITKANS AGAINST FAMILY VIOLENCE 

P.O. Box 6136 • Sitka, Alaska 99835 

(907) 747-3370 • Fax 747-3450 • Crisis Line 1-800-478-6511 

To the House Finance Committee: 

Please enter my testimony into the record for HB 75: 

I am the Director of the Sitkans Against Family Violence shelter in Sitka, a program 
funded through the Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault. I am testifying 
to ask that the House maintain the funding that has been put in the Council's budget 
for FY98. As you are well aware, most of the increase in funding from FY98 over 
FY97 in the Council budget is due to federal funding. Programs like SAFV across the 
state that work with victims of domestic violenc need every penny of this federal 
funding in addition to the money that we recei•. ~ from the state to ensure safety for 
women and children. 

The SAFV shelter in Sitka provides housing, counseling, advocacy and education to 
women and chiidren who are victims of domestic violence and sexual assault. The 
SAFV shelter ha:; seen dramatic increases in its caseload in the last three years since 
our town's major industry, the pulp mill, closed down. The depressed economy that 
Southeast towns have experienced with the decline of the timber industry has created 
greater family stresses and greater family violence. For women and children who are 
the victims of that violence in Sitka, Kake, Angoon, and Port Alexander, the SAFV 
shelter may be their only option for safety. In FY96 we provided 2120 bednights of 
safety to victims of domestic violence. Without SAFV, these women and children may 
have been forced to remain in violent homes or live out on the street. 

The extra federal dollars in the Council budget will be used to continue to provide the 
bare necessities to ensure women and children's safety. At SAFV, this money is 
needed to keep well-trained workers on the job. We pay our ove1 _ ,,ght advocates 
$5.51/hour and day advocates $10.35/hour. If it were not for the devotion of our 
employees, it would be impossible to keep a competent staff at these salaries. 

Extra federal dollars are needed to buy educational booklets and videos for 01 Jr 

children•s groups and to expand our Children's program. Children who are 1 1ctims of 
domestic violence often become the patterers and adult victims of tomorruw. At 
SAFV, we currently have one worker whose job it is to work with resident and non­
resident children victims and do groups in the schools. This year she could not buy 
adequate workbooks for her groups because we could not afford it. More counseling 
and preventative work needs to be done with children but we do not have the funding 
to currently do it. 

Extra dollars are needed to maintain a safe residence for women and children. Our 
shelter is a 25-bed facility. Routine maintenance problems like roroken sinks anc: 
dryers arise daily and require funding which we do not have. We rely on volunteers 

• Member of the Alaska Network on Domestic Violenr.e and Sexual A
0

ssault 
..__ . United Way Member Agency 



but cannot always find the appropriately skilled volunteers to fix the problem. 

The Council is 75% of our funding. The rest of 0~1r budy~t comes from local business 
and individual donations, fundraising, the City and Borough of Sitka's revenue sharing 
program, Tlingit and Haida, and small corporate grants. We access every revenue 
sot1rce possible to do our work but rely heavily on the Council's funding and could not 
survive without it. 

I have included with my testimony letters from the Sitka community emP,h<sizing the 
irnportance of SAFV. Thank you for your time. 

0:~~A1~e~ 
Executive Director 

• 

• 

• 
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To the House Finance Committee: 

Please enter my testimony into the record for House Bill 75: 

I am a resident of Kake who has sought out the services of 
Sitkans Against Family Violence, a program funded primarily 
through the Council o~ Domestic Violence. If it wasn't for the 
SAFV shelter , I wouldn ' t be around. What I especially like is 
the confidentiality factor . Human Services in my village are 
limited - here at SAFV I get more attention, whenever I need it . 
It's good to get away from my situation in Kake to come to SAFV 
for talking, reality checks and time-~ut. I was glad they could 
pay for the flight for myself and two children, othe~~ise I 
wouldn't have been able to come to SAFV. 

SAFV client and 
Kake Resident 



Mary Lauer 
510 Kinkead 

Sitka, Alaska 99835 
907-747-5752 home; 907-747-7728 work 

TFMFL@acad1.alaska.ed1t 

PLEASE ENTER_THEc:;E CO:MMENI'S AS TESTIMONY TO THE HOUSE 
FIN.ANCE COMMTITEE HEARING ON MARCH 22, 1997 @ 9:30 

Alaska Vocational ·J.echnical Center is facing budget cuts of $77,000 in its 
general fund budget. This cut will deeply affect delivery of pr\'.>grams at a time 
when the .!.itate faces an increased need for vocational training. 

Through one program alone, the state mandated welfare-to-work program, 
demand for vocational training could increase dramatically. A VTEC is 
researching new areas of vocational training to meet these demands in areas 
not presently served, such as computer network maintenance training. 

In addition to meeting the need for new areas of service, there is an ongoing 
need to meet the vocational needs of heavy industry, such as the Red Dog 
Mine. A VfEC is responsive to the training needs of industries needing short­
term training, and is especially able to respond rapidly to industry's short­
term special-interest training needs. 

A VfEC served 1762 students during FY96. Of the students who enrolled in 
FY96, 84.4% graduated (1345) or completed their skills upgrade program. 
Based on previous years data the graduation ratP is expected to be 
approximately 72% for full-term and 91 % for st,ort-term. 

I am employed in continuing education full-Hme at the University and 
recognize that this is a phenomenal re~crd of success. I believe that A vrEC's 
record of success will be greatly ~ected by any budget cuts at a time when 
training needs in the stll.t..; are increasing-needs that they are perfoctly 
positioned to fulfill. 

Mary Lauer 
A VTEC Advosiry Board Member 

• 

• 

• 
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Howwa'Schm1tts • 907-747-5482 

Marr.h 21 , 1997 

Please enter my testimony into the record for House Bill 75. 

1813122197 •!l11 .25AM J 212 

319 tPtttrnm 5t. 
Sitka, AK 99835 

907·747·5'82 
j51')h~pt1ala1lca.net 

I support wholeheartedly the proposed incr:~se In budgeted funds for the Council on 
Domestic Violence and Sexual f .;sault. 

I have lived in Sitka for 11 years and for the past 4, have been a member of the Board 
of Directors for Sitkans Against Family Violence, the only local service for victims of 
domestic violence and sexual assault. Each year, we have seen the number of cases 
rise and felt the increased need for the services of the shelter. The price of "doing 
businessu has gone up. Supplies and food have risen in cost , heating costs ~ave 
escalated and insurance fees for our employees and for liability have swollen . 
Funding has not kept pace. 

The Council has done a marvelous job parceling out •:·1e funds it has been given but 
each year th'3 need has risen and the Council has found itself having to say no to 
deserving programs. 

Please give the Council enough ammunition to fight this war on domestic violence. 
Please support House Bill 75. 

Thank You, 
Ted Howard 



March ,21, 1997 

To The House Finance Committee: 

! am writing to you in support of House Bill 75 and would like to have m~/ testimony 
entered in to the record. 

Having lived in Sitka for all of my life I do not recall experiencing the financial struggle to 
simply exist. For many years our economic base was sounrl, we had hundred~ of federal 
workers and we were able to live a comfortable life on government property (Japonski 
Island). Over a period of years (twenty to twenty-five) the govemment run Mt. 
Edgecumbe High School was closed, families were given eviction notices and the island 
life as we knew it was gone. 

We had the fishing industry which provided an income for pe0rle as well. The fish were 
abundant and the r1egulations few. Fishing for the most part is no longer a dependable 
means of income. The fisherman doesn't get the $8 - $ 10 a pound that consumers are 
charged unless they have big money permits. 

• 

!n the l 950's the pulp mill was opened and employed hundreds of people and the 
economic base wa$ still sound, the timber contracts were long range and we felt safe. The 
prices of pulp be..~ed products would rise and fall, the union employees were very well paid • 
and had excellent benefits. The administration of the mill changed and it was "out with the 
old". Even with this drastic measure the eud of an,'lther era was in sight. 

I have been a pait of the Sitkans Against Family Violesice advocates for three years. Our 
women are homeless; they have no money, some have marketable skills but for the most 
part this isn't the case. Viohmce, theft, murder and rape haven't disappeared - if anything 
the problems have increased. Alcohol, unemployment and cost ofliving bury them in a 
feeling of helplessness. 

We need funding for programs to help people to obtain jobs, child care, counseling and so 
much more. 

Thank you for your time. 

Cayrn Coleman 
SAFV Advocate 

• 
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To the House Fir. ~nce Committee: 

Please enter my testimony into the record for House Bill 75: 

I am the Direct Services Coo1·dinator for Sitkans Against Family Violenc:e and have 
served in this job for nine years. I am asking tlte House Finance Committee to please 
fund the Council on Don1cstic Violence and Sexualt Assault to the maximum extent 
possibie. VIJG desperately need every penny of the $651 ,000 that the Council is 
gettin~ over their FY97 budget. 

The Council provides SAFV with approximately 75% of our funding. Domestic 
Violence continues to be a serious problem in Sitka and the rural communities we 
serve - Kake. Angoon and Port Ale1xander. In the first hal! of FY97 we provided 1504 
bedriights to women and children who are victims of domestic violence. We provided 
an additional 923 contacts to victims needing our non-residential services including 
counseling. advocacy, court accompaniment and referrals. These numbers were an 
increase over our FY96 first two quarter statistics . 

Shelters need funding to be able ta maintain well-qualified workers. In my position I 
supervise all the advocates in our shelter. I am appalled that we can only pay an 
overnight advocate who has worked here for six years $5.61 /ho•.Jr. She makes 
$5.61 /hour to answer crisis calls and deal with late night sexuai ~ssaults and domestic 
violence incidents. 

SAFV also needs funding to maintain adequate. healing environments for victims. At 
SAFV. our residents had no water pressure in the kitchen sink and bathroom because 
we could not afford to hire a plumber. We had to rely on volunteers tinkering with it 
over the winter as best they could. 

Also. with so many residents in and out of the the shelter there is wear and tear on 
carpets, walls. and furniture. Things get worn out and tattered quickly 2nd then is 
rarely money for replacements. We rely on donations and volunteers to help spfuce 
the shelter up but there are certain things we must purchase like vaccuums. washers, 
dryers and materials for repairs. 

We manage to do much with very little as it is, but extra money is needed to maintain 
safety fo.r ~omen aQd childre.11. Thank you. 

v""~z;~<1 LJ ~~ (.) 
Victoria D'AmicO 
Direct Services Coordinator, SAFV 



A FAX FRCM THE PAU£R HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

FAX ~. 745-6005 

IF Ya] 00 oor REX:EIVE 'lliE 
camI'CT NlHlm OF PPGm, PLEASE 
CAIL (907) 745-6005 

NUMBER OP PAGES 

TffE P~ HIS'l'ORIGAL SOCIETY 
p 0 oox 1925 
f'.ll.LJ£R, J\K 99645 

.._..-.._...-..~~~~~<INCLUDING COVER PAGE) PAGE (S) 

DATE 3/26/ 97 

House and Ser.ate Finance Coomittee Med::ler• 
TO: Senate FinanCQ N.it.tural Re90tll:Ce• Suboamri.ttae ~rs 

FROM: C-Jn:o l M. Stroyse. Presid9nt ... c.&.,,..,.....__ _ ____ _ 

Palmer Historical Society 

I understwrl thar:e iii the po9&.i.bility that la"9a cut.a will be made 
in tha ~fic:e of History an!! Archaaology budget. ~ cubi will delay 

and 'increase costs for dawaopera of hiatodc propertiea, reduce o5slst­
ance to local goverm'811UJ and h.istori~l eocietie~, &Xi i ncrc:Aee the 
p=>Hjbilit.y of litiaaticn wbm historic & Uchacol99is:<>l aite!t ·a.re not 
protected. 

'Itle OHA has t:i..n i neU'\.11'&11t&l in dewloping and enforci1'19 historic 
mvpMnts oo air eM•ngsr@d bi1ta1 .. ical propertjM in Palf!w;r , 

Tt' i ~ imr.-rA~i.VP' thc-t we keep A vi~le C8A progr_, in our obtc:. 
'lbe pr oposed dQ&P cuts will wld.an<]8r the presccv.:>tion of Alaska ' s 

• ....c::i.; ' rural heritage and c;•nse U9 t:o Jgep fadqra l certifietion gnct m11tc h­
in9 funds. 

~~~~~~--~~~~-----~--------- ··. ·· -~~--

-------------·-·-- -- -
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FAX 

To: House Finance Committee 

From: Bill Leighty 

Number of pages, including this one: 

Dear Representatives: 

O.•: Y.!5'17 rm.: 13:09:02 

Al•sk• AppUad Sciences, Inc. 
Box 20393 
June•u. Alaska 9~802 

Phone: 
Fax: 
E-mail: 

Date: 25 Mar 97 

Comments: 

907-586-1426 
907-586-1423 
wleighty@ptialaska.11et 

Reference· Budget 
1 

Please do not decimate environmental protection, In the name of budget cuts or industrial 
facilitation. 

Let Alaska be wiser than to repeat the mistakes made everywhere else in the USA. We needed 
only 200 years to ruin much of the lower '48. We could do the same in a few decades, in Alaska. 
Let's not. 

Let's leave some options for future generations. Let'~ figure out how to meet our needs without 
compromising their ability to meet their needs. We may need to redefine our uneeds". We're all in 
the same lifeboat, for a long time . 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

William C. Leighty 
Principal 



FICl<ES " 

March 20. J997 

Attn.: Rep. Mark Hanley, 

I am voicing my di.spleasurr over the proposed cut in the tourism 
budgd. 
Tourism is the major industry in Al:.tsk1, .and unlike many industries, it 
benefi~.1 the majority or th~ producing people in Ala~ka. 
Cut all of the givtanay programs that nttd cutting such as: 
I. Agriculture subsidy. 
2. Porkbarrel welfare. 
l. Sacred cow education, which doesn't benefit our childre.1, but simply 
cnates high p•ying positions in our eo\'trnmfnt which"'' nttd lik~ a 

P.e1 

• 

big bushy tail! • 
Stop Permanent fund \:heeks to: 
I. Ahyone livfng ouhide Al•~k•, intluding military. 
2. Anyone in jail or on welfare. 
Stop punishing tbe producing people in Abe~ka, and cut the ~ize of 
Government. 

Sincerely, 

)v 
Les Fickes 
D.B.A., Riven-iew Quick Stop 
Niven-le"' RV l'aark 
Riverview Seafood Cook 

• 



MAR-26 -97 WED 11:03 FBX LIC FAX NO. 9074563346 P. 01

Belinda L  Sunderland
P.O. Box 1033 

Unaiaska, AK 99685 
Phone: (907) 381-1276 (w)

Fax: (907) 581-1496

To: Fairbanks legislative Information Office March 26,1997
Fax (907)456-3346

cc: Interior-Aieutians Campus, fax (9C7) 581-2505
Joan K- Wadlow, UAF Chancellor, fax (907) 474-6725

Subj: Public Opinion Message

Though most of what follows 19 a reiteration of things said In the past, it is 
necessary right now to put it in writing to stress a point

I am sure most people in -u s  great land realize that nothing con function 
without the constant influx of money. Many also realize that nothing is free and are 
willing to pay their taxes to ensure services are rendered  when wanted or needed.

The institution of education is no exception. Money makes the campus go 
'round, ar.-i in the case of education in Alaska, it must fund an institution that is far- 
flung to remote areas with few people.

Those people who seek to further their education In such adverse conditions 
should be given their due when it comes to perseverance and diligence. Not only must 
they be patient with a system that only recognizes them on a rotational basis, but many 
times their pursuit of a degree is put on hold until particular courses may or may not be 
offered.

That brings me to the point at hand. The offering of distance education courses 
is contingent upon the availability of the course materials and an instructor, both of 
which rely upon funding. H ere in Unaiaska, we are fortunate enough to have a branch 
campus with personnel capable of teaching undergraduate and graduate level classes, 
albeit on a limited basis. For those people In other remote locations in the Bush, such a 
luxury is not afforded them, neither by people nor by funds.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks is the fulcrum about which many quality 
satellite programs rotate. By cutting funding in any form from the university, each 
satellite community is in jeopardy of being cut loose from the privilege of advanced 
educational opportunities.
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No matter how one looks at the process of funding and cutting, the larger 
picture of the future m utt be kept in focus. Give Alaskans the opportunity to educate 
themselves at home, and keep that work force (and subsequent consumer dollars) in 
the state. Too often I have witnessed graduating high school seniors leaving the state 
for better offers at colleges and universities Outside. Too often I have witnessed people 
coming to Alaska to "make the big bucks" leave with their money, and further their 
education outside the state.

VVe have some cf the richest resources in Alaska. From oil t o  soil to minereU t o  

trees to wildlife to people. Those Alaskans who transplant here or are born and raised 
here are the moat familiar with these resources and how they should be cared for and 
handled. Educate them at home. Keep the engineers, foresters, agriculturists, miners 
and artists here to be the stewards we ne^d for our vast resources. Nurture their sense 
of loyalty to home and hearth. The state cannot pay too mveh for its future and should 
not deny Alaskans Use opportunity of getting a higher education because of funding 
constraints.
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WAT8QN COMPANY
8111 Sundl Dr.. Anchorage, Alaska, 3090? 
Phone: (007) 248-5382, Fax: (007) 243-1

Representative Mark Hanley, G 
Alaska Stats Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 507 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley:

I am sending you this letter in an 
the Alaska Science and Tecbnoi

l*he Watson Company is an A1 
spectrum of Alaskan industries. '  
survived those turbulent times 
critical resource.

The very nature of technology r< 
research and development, and pro 
in our community.

Without going into much detail, 
helpful to our organization. ASTF s 
help that has been integral to our oo

What I am trying to express in 
Alaska will undoubtedly pay diviil 
the economy. Beyond even the 
Technology Foundation and it’s tai 
doubt make us all better Alaskans)

1 appreciate this opportunity to e: 
o f  our states most progressive 
regarding the contents of this lettef

Representative Gene Thermo It 
Representative Con Bunde 
Representative Vic Kohring

March 26,1997 

Committee

support auain.it the eUmlnattO!
ASTF).

rding geophysical services to a ttro&l 
founded in Anchorage in 1985.Tt"’

conviction that technology itself Is •

technical network of concvpuw.
The ASTF is a cornerstone for these „•. • hA

that ASTF has been extraordinarily ' 
have provided our company rvlth " "

gical development.

keeping the scientific culture alive In "
3k*i 

• • . -\vA ••
• * -V

over in employment, and benefits to
having the Alaska Science and 

trt of our community will without a *

".u.
*1 W.Uour colleagues my continued support *■ 

Id you have questions or comm dots  ̂
itatc to contact me.

Sincerely,
...»

* Watson Company. /  .......

£ M zr
William D. Watson 
Principal

UATIOM COM*AIT

__
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To: Representatives Hanky and Brice, Sena;

Shelley Greene 
781 Nine Mile HUIRd.
Fairbanks, Alaska 99712

Gentleman: i i

1 OPPOSE MEDICAID CUTS - POOR AND

ors Wilken, Miller, Sharp and Parnell

ELDERLY ALASK ANS WILL SUFFER

Cots trill affect the availability o f fundam entil tooh like rrberfchai rs. caner. prosthetics and 
the preventive treatments of num noyran and pap^ntear. MflUfilM reftpienti will face 
die ift« ofgnam  «"»• atMSflad in ra n . Ifojrt.tutMidicaid ircy farther and
reinstate. dental vision, hearinf aids, phvskall therapy, ocennatianal therapy and speech 
therapy!

|
Alaska cannot remand rfs elders and disabled to EXPENSIVE, long term care facilities because 
less expensive, up front, basic, community based services are to be withheld. Use your common 
sense and support people with, disabilities and; the aged, to receive cost effective, humane c u e  at 
theoutset of their need - prevent expert jive medi a l  crisis.

As elected officials you know that the goverhmei it 
vulnerable. If you are not personally effected no 
time it happens to us all!. raises for voi
Harborview for health services (not the yeneral f
permanent fimd dividends. ($30 out of lachfchei k  would save these cuts and others frombemy
madet Don’t give frA gd r r^ t^ n g  ftotlats when they are available

must put constituents first, especially the most 
Wy by age, disease brdisabflf^’. just wait In due 
r selves. use funds saved from tha closure of
jnd) and coaskha- the use o f a portion o f the

We sre a wealthy state, admired by the rest o f  th i country for it's creativity and leading edge,
•> &ty programs. Maintain Alaska’s unique ipertonaHty, one very different than the rest of the 
nation! B compassionate, responsive to thej needs o f your people and be ethical in your use of 
public fiuids. Dare to have a heart, keep the level o f services to families and those with special 
requirements at a level that is realistically helpful [to them.

eit-beirgYou arc voted into office to protect the weil-J
i

Thanks for your time, your effort, your concern. 

Sincerely,

Jyi
Shelley Greene

of Alaskan citizens first 

I know you will do your best!
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March 21, 1997

Representative Gene Therriault 
State Capital Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Therriault,

As Executive Director for Fairbanks Native Association, I am writing to express my concern 
regarding the recommended budget cuts in Medicaid. As the Department o f Health and Social 
Services portrays the Medicaid situation, a reduction of the governor’s proposed Medicaid non- 
faciliiy budget line item of $3 million would result in cuts that would significantly impact several of 
our substance abuse treatment programs, two of which provide essential services for women with 
children and expectant mothers. The greatest impact will be on our Women and Children’s 
Residential Treatment Program. A loss o f benefits to cover substance abuse/mental health and 
targeted case management/rehabilitation services means a loss o f approximately $180,000 annually 
in client pay whicn comes from Medicaid payments.

FNA’s Women and Children’s Program is the only one o f its kind in the stale. Its outstanding 
reputation has been instrumental in promoting the health and well-being o f women and children 
from throughout Alaska. Funding for this program comes primarily from the federal government 
(annual budget o f approximately $900,000) with all the benefit going to the state at a minimal cost 
o f approximately $90,000 by way o f Medicaid billings.

If the situation is other than that portrayed by the Administration with the current house budget, 
please advise me. However, if the potential for the cuts are correct I would request that you take 
action to avoid these reductions or direct the Administration not to allocate the reductions as they 
have indicated because they would negatively impact treatment programs for women and children.

If you or your staff have any questions whatsoever regarding this matter, please give me a call at 
452-1648 ext. 223. FNA will be testifying via teleconference on Saturday, March 22.

Sincerely,

John W. Regitano 
Executive Director

cc: corr out exec
Representative Mark Hanley, Co-Chair 
Representative Pete Kelly 
Representative John Davies



My name is Cheryl Keepers, and I thank you for the opportunity to speak 'day.

I oppose cuts in child care programs: child care grant, education & training, resource 
and referral programs are all small but important pieces of state support for child care.

In this state we have learned the importance of quality education through our schools, 
we have learned the value of quality education through programs like Head Start, yet 
we have trouble seeing that child care is at least as important to the learning and 
growth and development of our youngest children. Cuts that decrease the quality of 
care are very shor t sighted.

I oppose the cuts to the Department of Health & Social Services, especially to the
programs that might make it possible to actually achieve welfare reform:
cuts to staff levels within Public Assistance; cuts to supports for parents as they try to
achieve self-sufficiency, such as child care assistance and Medicaid; and
refusal to use available federal dollars to improve state services through one-stop
efforts.

I also oppose cuts to child support enforcement. All children deserve the support of 
two parents. If one parent chooses to be irresponsible, the state is better served in 
calling that parent to task than having to provide assistance out of our tax dollars. 
CSED caseworkers bring in half a miilion dollars each per year: eliminating 7 
positions would be penny-wise and pound foolish.

There are other cuts I question, and increases that seem ill advised if we are truly in 
need of trimming the budget. Increasing legislative spending while cutting funds for 
wheelchairs is just plain tacky.

I have heard it said that families I* our state are in better shape now than 5 years ago. 
Then why is Alaska still suffering from the highest rate of domestic violence? Why did 
one out of three Fairbanks residents turn to charity, the local Food Bank, for 
supplemental food last year? Let's not fool ourselves: some of us are better off, but 
many are not.

I realize you have hard choices to make: but I urge you to not make hard-hearted 
ones.

C k e « j l  K e « -P a r t  

f r o *  1 ^ 8 1 6  

P o ^ - b w J a ,  e) ‘in « 7
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To: House Finance Committee ^ 7 9 -
Senate Finance Committee 

Date: M arch 22, 1997
From: Charles (Chick) Hartman
Subject: W ritten Testimony on Proposed Budget Cuts,

Division o f Parks and O utdoor Recreation

I am vmting you this letter as a proponent o f the Division o f Parks and Outdoor

during tits year, both in summer and winter. I also should tell you that I am an advisory 
board member o f the northern area state parks, but my testimony is as a private citizen.

In FY 87 the general fund budget for state parks was approximately S5.25 million. 
In FY 97 it is approximately $3.4 million, a 35% cut in ten years. This cut has partially 
been made up by gradually increasing state parks ability to budget for and collect user fees 
(program receipts). Today the total parks budget is approximately $5.3 million, including 
program receipts.

The house finance committee’s recommendation to cut $183,900 from the 
program receipts budget makes absolutely no sense at all. These are funds that would be 
collected from users o f the parks system, and do not cost the state any revenues. The only 
reason I can see to cut them would be so that certain politicians could posture that they cut 
the budget, even though no real money was saved; I hope no members o f these committees 
would stoop to this type o f “smoke and mirrors.”

As a boardmembcr, I am familiar with the staffing levels and funding for the state 
parks in the northern area. You might not know that presently there is only one seasonally 
funded ranger in the whole Chcna Hotsprings Recreational Area. I believe that there is 
only one seasonal ranger in the Harding Lake to Delta area. The division o f parks does a 
great job of extending these employees’ usefulness by hiring seasonal help consisting of the 
Alaska Conservation Corps (ACC), and by utilizing a very large volunteer force. Cutting 
their budget will reduce their ability to make use of these efficient ways to run the state 
parks system.

Alaska’s state parks are the largest in acreage of all the states. In visitation 
numbers, they are approximately 35th. In staffing levels, they are 49th, and they would be 
by far the lowest, if Hawaii had not almost completely privatized their state park system. 
This is the situation that you as legislators are promulgating when you consider more 
budget cuts to the Division o f Parks. Instead o f proposing mindless cuts, please support a 
modest increase in the Program Receipts portion o f the parks budget, as is requested in the 
governor’s budget This small increase is to fund maintenance items such as sewage 
pumping for additional roadside outhousc3 that the legislature funded last year. Hardly 
glamorous items, but also o f vital importance to anyone who does much traveling on 
Alaska s road system.

As a citizen o f Alaska, I believe that there are cuts needed in our state budget.
W.iat I don’t believe is that Alaska’s citizens want wholesale budget cutting o f every state 
program. There are agencies that have already been cut to the bone; the Division o f Parks 
is one o f them. I strongly believe that most people in Alaska would support a moderate 
increase in the budget for state parks. Please listen to these people. Please do not continue 
with these wholesale cuts without thinking <?J the results.

Recreation. I am a proponent because like most Alaskans J use the state parks many times
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Irae o û€aa me- \nope for -foe -Puto/e Snd 
f o e  £noud-edae T ca r\ -VruJ^ do anfoHLra j. pfo- 
mM iforvd too  . ^ fe n fo ^ ^ J e to  for laoDl.iyiu planscto 
oof \ r \ c 3 ' J l f o  V a f o n a  fo e r  ^ p h >  iH 4fofo(fofoufo U p  ■. 
ffo-kjur f o a  pDiicecfoi'cxr, ujh'ich J>G©£> hos odso 

h e p to  rru2_fo-V-attoaeh'or-im->. ItolGo-uow. x uiiii
55/ufi- 3w i pyroG&cJr -VWs (LDmrrMJrirKj,

b f o t i U  Q >  y r ? r v \ g j £ ) _____________________________

[TESTIFIER '
S IG N E D .

Lp-mar
REPRESENTING (OPTIONAL)

ADDRESS/PHONEJ/PHONE NUMBER



A t t n :  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e
R e p .  G e n e  T h e r r i a u l t  
Rep. P e t e  K e l l y  
R e p .  J o h n  D a v i e s

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s :

I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  v o i c e  m y  c o n c e r n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  
S u b c o m m i t t e e ' s  p r o p o s e d  c u t s  t o  t h e  FY  £« O p e r a t i n g  B u d g e t .

I a m  a s i n g l e  p a r e n t  of  t w o  s m a l l  c h i l d r e n ,  I a m  p r o u d  t o  
s a y  I h a v e  n e v e r  e x p e r i e n c e d  s u c h  a h a r d s h i p  i n w h i c h  I h a d  
t o  r e l y  o n  w e l f a r e ,  a n d  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  c o n t i n u e  
t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  m y  c h i l d r e n  i n  s u c h  a m a n n e r .

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s a y  I s u p p o r t  w e l f a r e  r e f o r m ,  a n d  t h i n k  it 
is a p o s i t i v e  s t e p  f o r  o u r  c o u n t r y .  E u t  i n  o r d e r  t o  
s u c c e s s f u l l y  m o v e  p e o p l e  o f f  w e l f a r e ,  t h e r e  m u s t  be  
a s s i s t a n c e  a v a i l a b l e  to  i n s u r e  q u a l i t y  c a r e  f o r  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n .  M o s t  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  w e l f a r e  h a v e  l i m i t e d  s k i lls, 
w h i c h  m e a n s  l o w  p a y i n g  jobs. H o w  c a n  a f a m i l y  o f  a l o w  to  
m o d e r a t e  i n c o m e  c o v e r  a l l  e x p e n s e s  s u c h  as food, c l o t h i n g ,  
s h e l t e r  a n d  c h i l d c a r e .  I k n o w  f i r s t  h a n d  c h i l d  c a r e  is 
e x p e n s i v e ,  m y  d a y c a r e  b i l l  is $ 8 4 0 . 0 0  p e r  m o n t h .  I f  c h i l d  
c a r e  a s s i s t a n c e  w a s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  me, I t o o  w o u l d  b e  a 
w e l f a r e  r e c i p i e n t 1

I a m  g r e a t l y  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  p r o p o s e d  c u t  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  
C h i l d  C a r e  G r a n t  P r o g r a m .  T h i s  g r a n t  m a k e s  it p o s s i b l e  f o r  
C h i l d  C a r e  P r o v i d e r s  t o  c o n t i n u e  e d u c a t i o n  in e a r l y  
c h i l d h o o d  d e v e l o p m e n t .  E n a b l e s  t h e m  t o  g a i n  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  
m a t e r i a l s  t o  e n h a n c e  a c h i l d ' s  l e a r n i n g  s k i l l s .  Q u a l i t y  
c a r e  is a l r e a d y  h a r d  t c  find, p l e a s e  d o  n o t  m a k e  it 
i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  p r o v i d e r s  w h o  t r u e l y  c a r e  f o r  c h i l d r e n ,  t o  
t e a c h  t h e m . T h i s  is a c u t  t h a t  w i l l  e f f e c t  e v e r y  f a m i l y  t h a t  
u s e s  D a y  C a r e  F a c i l i t i e s .  E a r l y  c h i l d h o o d  d e v e l o p m e n t  is 
e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  in  t h e  n u r t u r i n g  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n  intc 
p r o d u c t i v e ,
s u c c e s s f u l  a d u l t 3 .  A s  a T a x  P a y e r  I w o u l d  m u c h  r a t h e r  s e e  
o u r  t a x  m o n e y  s p e n t  d e v e l o p i n g  a c h i l d ' s  m i n d  a t  a n  e a r l y  
age, a n d  g u i d e  t h e m  t o  b e c o m e  r e s p o n s i b l e  a d u l t s .  W h e n  
t r y i n g  t o  r e h a b i l i t a t e  a j u v e n i l e  w h e n  it m a y  b e  t o  late.

I a m  t h a n k f u l  I c a n  w o rk, p a y  m y  b i l l s ,  f e e d  m y  f a m i l y  a n d  
s u p p o r t  m y  c h i l d r e n .  I a m  t h a n k f u l  f o r  t h e  C h i l d  C a r e  
A s s i s t a n c e  t h a t  I r e c e i v e .  P l e a s e  d o  n o t  c u t  f u n d i n g  f r o m  
t h i s  v i t a l  p r o g r a m ,  w i t h o u t  i t  I t r u e l y  b e l i e v e  y o u  w i l l  see 
M o r e  of  t h e  w o r k i n g  p o o r  o n  W e l f a r e .

R e s p e c t f u l l y  Yours.

M i l i s s a  A c k e l s  
8 3 0  5 t h  A v e  # A  
F a i r b a n k ,  A k  9 9 7 0 1
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Association

Alaska
P.O . Box 22827 
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F ax  (907 )4 6 3 .3 2 8 0  
E  m ail a w rta @ a la sk a .n e t  

h ttp ://w w w .a la sk a .n e t/-a w rta

Whereas, the Alaska Tourism Marketing Council has made great strides 
in meeting the needs of the diversity of Alaskan tour operators; and

Whereas, generic marketing is critical to the health and well-being of the 
whole Alaska visitor industry; and

Whereas, the Alaska Division of Tourism’s role in developing new and 
international markets is of s ign ifies! value to smaller tour operators; and

Whereas, the Alaska tourism industry allows opportunities for the 
creation of small local businesses and jobs in geographically diverse 
locations, including rural Alaska; and

Whereas, Alaska’s visitor industry is the fastest growing industry in the 
state;

Now, therefore be it resolved that the Alaska Wilderness Recreation and 
Tourism Association joins with other tourism businesses and associations in 
Alaska to support full funding of the Alaska Tourism Marketing Council and 
die Alaska Divir'on of Tourism budgets; and

That the Alaska Wilderness Recreation and Tourism Association 
recognizes the impoitance of both the Alaska Tourism Marketing Council 
and Division of Tourism, with their respective roles, to the well being of the 
Alaska visitor industry.

This resolution was adopted by the membership at the annual 
membership meeting of the Alaska Wilderness Recreation and Tourism 
Association in Fairbanks on March 21, 1997.

printed on recycled paper
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email: bnagcak@co.north-.slope.ak.us

P.O. Box 69 
B a r r o w , A l a sk a  99723 
»  907 852-2611 or 0200 
Fax: 907 852-0337

O f f i c e  o f  t h e  M a y o r

i '

March 24,1997

Representative Mark Hanley 
Mailstop 3100 
Room 507 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

RE: Proposed Elimination of the Solid Waste Management Program

The House Finance Subcommittee of the /daska Legislature has proposed 
significant budget reductions for the Department of Environmental 
Conservation, including the elimination of the ADEC Solid Waste Program. 
I understand that the preliminary budget has passed the Finance Committee 
with the solid waste program budget eliminated. This budget is subject to 
Committee approval, at a meeting scheduled for the week of March 24,

By eliminating the solid waste program, the North Slope Borough will be 
forced to operate under US EPA regulations. Flexibility for landfill design 
and closure will be lost. NSB landfills incorporate specific design features 
for the arctic environment, such features would not receive consideration. 
Alternative designs acceptable to ADEC will not be acceptable to EPA. For 
new facilities, such as a new Barrow Landfill, design will become subject to 
EPA Sub Title D regulations, which have many additional requirements that 
will add to costs significantly. For example, a liner will be required that 
will increase costs approximately $50,000,00. For closure of sites, cover 
material requirements will increase costs, and use of alternative cover 
materials will not be allowed. Landfill inspection and compliance status 
determinations would be assessed by US EPA, who would also issue Notice

i
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of Violation (NOV) and Enforcement Actions if federal standards are not 
met.

Over 280 landfills will become unregulated by this program’s elimination. 
Class 111 landfills, ol' which the NSD has seven, will become deregulated 
and be re-classified as Class II landfills. This change will cause great 
expense to the NSB, to modify existing landfill site operations and to 
upgrade landfills to Class II standards. The Land Disposal Program 
Flexibility Act of 1996, by which the Governor can waive additional federal 
provisions for Class III landfills would have to be repealed.

I urge your support to reinstate the management of the State’s solid waste 
management program in ADEC’s budget.

Mayor
North Slope Borough

cc: Rep. Reggie Joule
James P. Sharpe, North Slope Borough 
Don Thornburgh, North Slope Bo/ough



March 21, 1997

The Honorable Mark Hsu Jey 
State Capitol Building
Room 507 
Juneau, AK. 99811

Re: Alaska Science and Technology Foundation Fundir ~

Dear Representative Hanley:

I recently became aware of the Finance Committee’s proposal to eliminate the 
endowment of the Alaska Science and Technology Foundation (ASTF). I am in no 
position to make a determination on whether ASTF’s funding should be continued or 
discontinued. However, I am aware of some of that agency’s funding practices that may 
be helpful to the committee.

As a homeowner on the hillside in Anchorage dial is served by on-sitc sewage disposal, I 
am concerned about a grant by ASTF to the municipality of Anchorage, Department of 
Health and Human Services. According to ASTF’s 1996 Annual Report, “ three years 
ago ASTF teamed up with Jim Cross, an engineer with the Municipality of Anchorage’s 
Health and Human Services Department, to investigate an intermittent sand filter 
wastewater disposal system...”

As a follow up to that initial grant, ASTF funded the same government agency “to 
develop informational literature aimed at real estate agents, property owners and 
developers that explains the costs and benefits of the sand filter option.”

So what wc have here is one government agency funding another government agency that 
i*' self regulating and is in direct competition with private businesses. Not only is this a 
conflict of interest on the part of the municipality of Anchorage; but it is counter­
productive to the overall agenda of ASTF.

1 have talked with home owners, realtors, engineers and business owners in Anchorage 
and learned that the municipality is actively promoting the sand filter system they tesTed 
with ASTF funds. In fact, I was infoimed by some homeowners that the municipality 
gave them no other option than the sand filter when they were upgrading their septic 
system. People appear to be very frustrated by this situation.



The purpose o f my letter is not to encourage the committee to discontinue funding ASTF. 
I think they have funded many worthwhile projects. However, when thr- create a 
situation as described above, there should be more oversight to ASTT’s funding 
practices. Funding a self regulating government agency that competes with private 
enterprise is the form of state socialism that we should be trying to avoid not encourage.

^jp/* orO 1 tr

Earl Rinio 
9141 Basher Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99507 
(907)333-5615



City of T anana 
P.O. Box 249 

T anana, A K  99777 
Phone: (907) 366-71S9 
FAX: (907) 366-7169

March 21, 1997

Rep. Mark Hanley
Co-Chair, House Finance Committee 
Room 507 
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 FAX# (907) 465-2418

Dear Representative Hanley:

The City o f Tanana opposes Budget cuts as proposed by the House Majority in HB75.

Further cuts to Municipal Assistance o f State Revenue Sharing, as suggested by the 
Governor, could force Tanana to dissolve the municipal government. Since the City o f 
Tanana maintains Tanana City School District, dissolving the first class would force 
Tanana's school into one o f the REAA's, thus losing the local mil contribution and 
ultimately costing the state much more than the current Municipal Assistance and State 
Revenue Sharing programs do. In Tanana's case, any further cuts to basic support o f the 
municipal government is likely to make overall costs go up, not down.

Other budget items important to Tanana include:

♦Senior Residential Services - Your recommendation to keep these programs at 
current levels is good, but not enough. Cutting funds to Department o f Social Services 
for licensing o f assisted living programs and for optional medicaid services will also cause 
serious harm. Since Tanana's senior residential program is currently operating at a loss 
(which has to be supplied by the municipality) cutting any portion o f support to the elders 
could mean losing the services entirely.

♦Health and Social Services - Cuts to this department would mean inability to 
match federal funding for the innovative community programs to solve children's health 
and education problems with local solutions (as, COMPASS). Statistics about the 
problems and their impact could be quoted, but the bottom line is that Tanana is a 
participant in that program and has spent extensive community time on planning solutions 
which we will be unable to implement if the funding is cut. Besides leaving us in the lurch, 
this would certainly add to suspicion and lack o f trust in the state government!

♦Education - Cuts that would render the Department o f Education unable to match 
federal funds for various programs in the schools would be a serious blow to education. 
Specifically, Tanana needs to preserve the match for federal funds in special education and 
vocational education. Tanana also supports continued funding for the parent and family 
involvement initiative, and for the student leadership program. Tanana endorses 
expanding Head Start services.



♦Department o f Environmental Conservation - Tanana cannot afford to comply 
with federal enforcement o f solid waste disposal laws. Without the State solid waste 
disposal program, it is likely Tanana could not maintain any solid waste disposal system at 
all. That has serious negative implications for public health and well being.

♦Department o f Community and Regional Affairs - The Rural Utility Business 
Assistance program is extremely important to Tanana's current struggle to maintain a safe 
public water supply. Tanana residents haul their own water from the public watering point 
and uses outhouses. Tanana is working hard to build a better system, with ways to 
support maintenance and operation into the future. Cutting the RUBA now would make it 
extremely hard to finish what we've started.

♦Public Safety - Tanana has been eligible, but unfunded, for a VPbO for years.
The municipal government cannot support full police coverage. When a tragedy happens 
that requires Trooper assistance, it can take days for a response. There are absolutely no 
funds for prevention efforts.

♦Division o f Energy - Maintain funds for Power Costs Equalization.

Sincerely,

Mary Edwin 
City Manager
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DARLENE CHAPMAN
P.O.B. 770165 
Eagle River, AK. 99577

F A X C O V E R S  H E E T

DATE: March 26, 1997 TIME: 9.57 AM
TO: Rep.Mark Hanley 

Alaska State Legislature
PHONE:
FAX:

465-4939
465-2418

FROM: Darlene Chapman PHONE:
FAX:

694-2606
272-1913

RE: Budget Reductions- Division of Land

cc: Sen. Randy Phillips, Sen. Rick Halford and House Representatives

Number of pages including cover sheet: 2

Message
Mark, I'm concerned about the proposed reduction in the budget of$217.9 in the 
Land Development Component for the Div. of Land. Such cuts will have serious 
impacts to the public and to the sen/ices and revenue generating ability of other 
DNR divisions and departments.This will mean that 15-20 employees will be cut. 
The division has already lost 70 positions since 1992, which means that the 
remaining employees are doing twice as much work.

Our daughter, Judy is a Natural Resource Officer at the DNR Office in Fairbanks. 
She loves her job, is very knowiedgeable, and works long hours on her many 
projects. She graduated from UAF with a major in Northern Studies and has 
worked in Anch. and Fbks.lt looks like a reduction in the budget will lead to an 
elimination of the office in Fbks. Direct impacts will result due to the closure of 
this office. The positions associated with Northern Region tasks have gained 
years of experience In dealing with the Arctic environment, as well as developed 
a cooperative working relationship with industry. This experience would be lost 
through elimination of most of the j,»ositions or by loss of individuals choosing not 
to relocate to Anchorage.

The RS 2477 , a project Judy has been very involved in, would not continue. The 
Fairbanks office has housed the research program for the last four years. This 
staff is junior to other resource officers and she would be laid off as a result of a 
major office reduction. Her expertise would be difficult to replace and its loss 
would seriously hamper the States ability to assert its rights.

Lease administration and monitoring and compliance functions would suffer from 
the loss of expertise. Discontinuity in management of these leases would be 
harmful to the environment as well a9 in the loss of a good working relationship
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between the divisions staff and the lessees. Such discontinuity in the past has 
led to major and costly contamination cleanups being required, such as the 
Forward and Child's pads cleanups.

There will undoubtedly be delays in issuing leases/permits for guides and 
commercial ventures on state land, and also delays in issuing surface 
leases/rights -of-way/permits for oil and gas exploration and developments.

The MFS Fiber Optics Right-of- Way from Valdez to Prudhoe Bay would not be 
issued timely. Delay of this major communications project would be detrimental 
to the pipeline communication upgrade, as well as potential ripple effects to 
communities that may be able to tie into this new communication system.

Also cooperative efforts between the state, federal government, municipalities 
and local interest groups would suffer. The region is involved in several 
programs that are responding to public access needs; especially:

• Nenana River Canyon public access and TRAAK proposals

• Denali North Access feasibility study

• Dalton Highway coordination group

• Alaska Trails System participation

• Other cooperative land use management programs are;

Reindeer permits on the Seward Peninsula

Alaska Guard training site on the Seward Peninsula

How Natural Resources are managed today will directly affect future State 
revenue and budgets. If the DNR is not adequately funded we may as well turn 
over our rights and land bac*; to the federal government.

Thank you for all your efforts. I know you have a difficult job before you. 
Reducing a budget is not an easy task and no one wants their o*/n budget cut. 
This is an area I do know something about and I hope you v  _*e my 
comments into consideration when deliberating on the budr a . I know DNR has 
many other concerns in other parts of the State but I'm most familiar with the 
Fairbanks area.

Thanks for listening!!!

P.S. If you have questions call Judy in Fairbanks at 451-2720. She’ll give you Ihe 
‘ straight scoop."
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F*N*A
Fairbanks Native Association

March 21, 1997

Representative Gene Therriault R e c e i v e , .
State Capitol Building u
Juneau, Alaska 99811 MAR 2  6 ]2Q/

Dear Representative Therriault,

As Executive Director for Fairbanks Native Association, I am writing to express my concern 
regarding the recommended budget cuts in Medicaid. As the Department o f Health and Social 
Services portrays the Medicaid situation, a reduction o f the governor’s proposed Medicaid non­
facility budget line item of S3 million would result in cuts that would significantly impact several of 
our substance abuse treatment programs, two of which provide essential services for women with 
children and expectant mothers. The greatest impact will be on our Women and Children’s 
Residential Treatment Program. A loss of benefits to cover substance abuse/mental health and 
targeted case management/rehabilitation services means a loss o f approximately $180,000 annually 
in client pay which comes from Medicaid payments.

FNA’s Women and Children’s Program is the only one o f its kind in the state. Its outstanding 
reputation has been instrumental in promoting the health and well-being of women and children 
from throughout Alaska. Funding for this program comes primarily from the federal government 
(annual budget o f approximately 5900,000) with all the benefit going to the state at a minimal cost 
of approximately $90,000 by way of Medicaid billings.

If the situation is other than that portrayed by the Administration with the current house budget, 
please advise me. However, if the potential for the cuts are correct I would request that you take 
action to avoid these reductions or direct the Administration not to allocate the reductions as they 
have indicated because they would negatively impact treatment programs for women and children.

If you or your staff have any questions whatsoever regarding this matter, please give me a call at 
452-1648 ext. 223. FNA will be testifying via teleconference on Saturday, March 22.

Sincerely,

/ s ' John W /Regitano 
iy  Executive Director

cc: corr out exec
Representative Mark Hanley, Co-Chair 
Representative Pete Kelly 
Representative John Davies

20! First Avenue. Suite 200 ♦ Fairbanks. Alaska 99701-4848 ♦ (907)452-1648 fax 456-4148
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the . .u'Aidlu A
committee name

Mv name is Catherine Vaara, and 1 am here to urge you to support funding for Domestic 
Violence programs.

Here in Alaska, many of our communities are geographically isolated. In Valdez, as in 
other communities, people have moved here with the dream of landing a well paid job. 
The reality is. that families find themselves socially isolated from traditional support 
groups of family and friends.

Advocates for Victims of Violence, (A W ) like its sister programs was established to 
aide victims of domestic violence and sexual assault We find many victims are socially 
isolated with no social or financial means to help themselves. Our programs help them 
re-establish support systems. We provide immediate safety and shelter. We provide a 
safe place and time with counselors to help with information and resources so that 
victim can regroup and took at viable options. We are also active in providing education 
to prevent further violence.

As a community based, non profit organisation with a strong network Alaska wide, we 
are cost efficient and effective. However, our shelter is 100 years old and is falling 
apart. It is too small to provide shelter to the populations of Valdez, Tatitlek, and the 
Copper River Basin, which are our service areas.

We, like other shelters for battered women in Alaska, have been struggling with a budget 
that is 5% less than what is was in 1989. Our communities are doing their best to create 
and maintain shelters for victims but we do need State h-rip and support

I would like to add, the Dept. Corrections also nee< t to do its p u t in getting the 
message across - Domestic violence is a crime. Offenders need to be made accountable 
for their actions. They need to be placed in jail, where they are prevented from terrifying 
or harming their victims. Give victims the time they need to help themselves.

Thank you.

committee on 7^~______________   dated
K ill/a.

Signed:
Testifier

Representing (OptJonaij''(Optioniy

Address

Ptione No.

TOTAL P 02
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Mark Hanley 
Chair

March 24, 1997

House Finance Committee 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Mr. Hanley:

I have been a Family Child Care Provider for eight years. I started receiving the Child 
Care Grant about 2 years ago. I have used this money to help purchase some larger toys 
that I would not have been able to justify without these funds to help cover the costs. I 
also purchase many supplies ie. paper, crayons, books. I feel that these have helped make 
my program better for the children in my care.

I think that you are thinking that because we are a business we are making quite a big 
profit. If  you could only look at our tax returns you would know that we are not in this to 
make a lar ge profit By not supporting us you arc saying that you do not care what quality 
o f care the children o f the state arc receiving. We have just been informed that the food 
programs are being cut 50%. These cuts are going to make it very hard for many providers 
to be able to even stay in business. I think that it is sad the the government can help 
support other countrys but they wiH not support their own cliildrcn.

The govemmant is cutting all the benifits that were there for people to take the step to 
become a licenced provider. In the end I think it will be the government that will loose as 
people will go back to just providii^g care and not paying the taxes on the money that they 
have earned and the quality o f  care will decrease without the regulations that are in place 
now. Please help the providers to maintain the quality o f care that they arc now providing 
and give us the incentive to continue to learn and improve the programs we offer the 
children o f  our communities.

We would appreciate your support in this matter that is near and dear to our hearts.

Sincerely,

Della R. Fisher
Vb'Ut>C>
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James H. Duclcer MAR 2 ft iqq7
6631 E .  99lk A v e .

An ckorage, A L L  995I6' 6S64

March 23, 1997

R epresen tative  Mark Hanley 
State Capitol
Juneau , Alaska 99801-1182 

D ear Mr. Hanley,

A ssured th a t y o u r life is a t least as hectic as m ine, I will keep this no te  
b r ie f .

I w rite to urge th a t you, as co-chair of the House Finance Committee, take 
th e  lead  in reversing  an  unwise cut in funding  for the ^ ta te  Historic 
P reservation  Office. I re fer to House Finance N atural '^ so u rc e s  
Subcom m ittee’s proposed reduction of $94,000.

Those who wish to preserve portions o f Alaska’s heritage, w hether for the 
know ledge th a t can be gained about o u r ancestors o r predecessors in th is state, 
fo r th e  sense o f connectedness w ell-preserved s tru c tu res  p rovide to o u r s ta te ’s 
d iverse  an d  in teresting  past, o r for the benefits such p reservation  will give 
o u r  to u ris t industry  for m any decades to come, need  the expert services 
p rov ided  by the SHPO. So do developers, who depend  on timely and thorough  
considera tion  of projects involving federal funds, lands, o r  perm its, and  who, 
in m any cases, a re  as loath to ru in  the historic an d  archaeological treasu res  of 
th is s ta te  as any of the h u n d red  o f m em bers of Alaska’s local historical 
societies.

The subcom m ittee’s cu t seem s particu larly  ill-considered given th a t its 
$94 ,000  reduction  m eans the loss of over $140,000 of federal m atching funds. 
T ogether these cuts will hobble the SHPO.

I hope th a t I can count on y o u r su p p o rt for an  ap p ro p ria te  level o f funding 
fo r h isto rical p rogram s in the  state.

S incere ly ,
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RECEIVED 

MAR 2 6 1997

Mar oh 2'<, 1UW

H o n o r a b l e  Chairmen 

and Members 

H o use Finance Committee 

A l a s k a  House of Representatives 

C a pitol

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Gentlemen:

T he City of Hooper Bay respectfully urges tho House Finance Committee to 

m a i n t a i n  funding for the Department of Cbramunity and Regional Affairs, Mu n i c i p a l  

a nd R e g i o n a l  As s i s t a n c e  Division, Rural U t i l i t y  Business Advisor (RU8A) Program.

It is our uudetaLaiiilliJK that that c u r r e n t  House budget draft oliminatJB the 

$ 2 5 0 , 0 0 0  m a t c h  made by the State a g a inst a $500,000 grant from the U.S. Environmental 

P r o t ection A g e n c y  for the RUBA Program. Wa believe that anytima the State can 

l e v e r a g e  .one dollar for two from the Federal government, it is a reasonable bargain.

Th e  RU0A Program has paid fo* itaolf m a n y  timec over by providing m e  tfidhnical 
a s s i s t a n c e . s a a i x  communities nave requited l u  meet, oueh uLXia ut.l..» _j 

Department of Labor Unemployment T ax payjpents and Federal Tax witholdings.

T h e  City of Hooper Bay can testify to the importance of RUBA assistance. At 

one point a couple of yers ago we  owed the IRS n e arly $200,(100 in bo'.k taxes 

and penalties. With the help of o ur R UBA A d v isors we were able to negotiate 

d i r e c t l y  with the IRS at the same time we  were developing in-house fiscal management 

capability. We have since satisfied our o b l i gations with the IRS, thanks m  no 

s m all part to the RUB A  Program.

It is v e r y  important to u n d e rstand that when cuiwHuniLles « j.>= at risk wit h  cho

m a  a n a „o tJ ie r  a g e h e i f c i r ’wfricrt ca n  l e v y  and  l- len/ ALU bAu i iw ij»a l>-asseta• are- at* r i o l i ,  
i n c l u d i n g  r o l l i n g  s t o c k  b e lo n g " n g  to  w a t e r  and sewer c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s ,  t h e  
l o a a  o f  w h io h  o o u ld  c r i p p l e  o f f r . r f s  t o  i  m pm v e  s a n i t a t i o n  c o n d i t i o n s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  
C i t y  C o u n c i l  members and M a n a g e r s / A d m in is t r a t o r s  have  a f i d u c i a r y  l i a b i l i t y  w h ic h  
L lm  I R 3  w i l l  p r « j » e u t e .

We  believe chat if you look y au w i l l  find that the RUBA Program has been 
s u c c e s s f u l  in protecting tne b t a t e’s interest, m  m e  sut;3u»in.iui v-f iL-i 

it has made around Rural Alaska f rom s e i zure by the Internal Revenue Service.



H ouse Finance Committee 

Page T wo

T h e  Legislature has dem o n s t r a t e d  its com m i t t m e n t  to the development of water and 

sewer infrastructure in R u ral Alaska. The m i s s i o n  of the Kural Utility Business Advisor 

Prneram Ls fn help r.nmmiim'f imn nn.»iir# the proper, efficient- end hopeful ly "profitehle" 

o p e r a t i o n  of these systems wh:.ch p r o v i d e  decent sanitation conditions, conditions 

w h i c h  m a n y  A l a skans take for granted.

W i t h  continuing de c r e a s e s  in M u n i c i p a l  As s i s t a n c e  and Revenue Sharing, smaJi 

com m u n i t i e s  find it more ana more d i f f i c u l t  to attract and retain trained and skilled 

operations, mai n t e n a n c e  and m a n a g e m e n t / a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  prsonnal. Bacausa of cfis,

W« U l a a k a ' r  cjcsll m u n i o i p a l i t i o c ) l o o k  to DC R A ,  D E C  and o t h a r  Stato aganaiac. with 

w h o m  we have close working rela t i o n s h i p s  for advice, training^and technical 

assistance. The RUBA P r o g r a m  p r o v i d e s  a vehicle for these vital services, and we 

r i g h tfully fear the future without them.

Gentlemen, R u ral A l a skans fully u n d e r s t a n d  the need for efficiencies in State 

G o v e r n m e n t  and we have n e v e r  been un w i l l i n g  to cooperate with the Legislature in 

identifying potential areas for budget reductions. We  Lnke great interest in the 

dali b e r a t i o n s  in J u neau e a c h  year a nd look forward to the opportunity to 

p a r t i c i p a t e  in a p o s itive manner.

O n c e  again, the C i t y  of H o o p e r  B a y  wishes to en c o u r a g e  you to give careful 

uunaidciatluii u / ‘cont i n u a t i o n  of the R u r a l  U t i lity Business Advisor P r o g r a m  

in the Department of C o m m u n i t y  and R e g i o n a l  Affairs. It is a partnership between 

com m u n i t i e s  and the State w h i c h  w o rks to ewecydraaa^ idvantage and, as we have 

p o i n t e d  out, pays for itsolf m a n y  times <~ve r .

' We w o uld be pleased to answer a n y  inquiries y ou or your staff might have on this 

i mportant program.

QLTYANA!
C i t y  of Hooper Bay

M a r k  E d ward Springer 

C ity Admi n i s t r a t o r



Cook Irdet Tribal Council Inc.

Representative Mark Hanley
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley:

We have reviewed the proposed reductions regarding the Department o f Health and 
Social Services budget for fiscal year 1998. Although we applaud the efforts o f the 
legislature to trim spending and downsize the state government, we are concerned that the 
proposed budget reductions will negatively impact the opportunities that will ensure the 
success o f welfare reform.

We are asking the legislature to reinstate the $6.6 million in reinvestment funds into the 
Department o f Health and Social Services budget for fiscal year 1998. The reinvestment 
funding will allow DHHS to increase efforts in assisting AFDC recipients transition into 
productive employment opportunities. It is essential that the Department o f Health and 
Social Services receive fu ll appropriation o f  the $6.6 million in reinvestment dollars. 
These reinvestment dollars will assist in successful transitional services such as; work 
activities, child care and teen parent support.

To meet newly imposed federal work requirements the state will have to double current 
efforts with regard to work and training programs. Without these reinvestment dollars it 
will be extremely hard for DHSS to meet the significant challenges proposed by welfare 
reform. If we do not take a pro-active role in welfare reform and ensure that the needed 
resources such as, child care and welfare to work services are available to AFDC 
recipients the costs will only increase and will become even more burdensome upon the 
state in future years.

March 17, 1996
r e c e i v e d  

mar 2 6 1997

Sincerely,

Penny L. Carty
Cook Inlet Tribal Council

670 W. Fireweed Lane, Suite 200 • Anchorage, Alaska 99503-2578 • (907) 265-5900 • FAX (907) 265-5947
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March 24, 1997

Twentieth Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska

Greetings:

The Alaska Wilderness Recreation and Tourism Association (AWRTA, pronounced AR- 
tah) is pleased to join other tourism associations and businesses in support of full funding 
for the Alaska Tourism Marketing Council and the Alaska Division of Tourism. A copy 
of a resolution of support, adopted by our membership at our annual meeting in 
Fairbanks on March 21, is enclosed.

Our membership is diverse, covering a broad range of geography, type of crips, and size 
of operations. We are pleased to include a copy of our latest membership directory for 
your review and reference.

Please don’t hesitate to contact myself (783-2928, Girdwood), our executive director 
Steve Behnke or one of our members who serve on Alaska Tourism Marketing Council 
(Karla Hart, 463-3466; Ken Leghorn, 780-6505; Jerre Fuqua, 206-623-7110) if  you have 
questions.

Regards,

[oessle, President

printed on recycled piper

mailto:awrta@alaska.nef
http://www.alaska.net/~awrta


March 25, 1997

« t* * C

The Honorable Mark Hanley 
Chairman, House Finance Committee 
Alaska State House o f Representatives 
State Capital 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Hanley:

The proposed budget cuts to the Division o f Tourism and ATMC will hurt our efforts to 
create jobs and economic development in Alaska.

This summer our company is entering the tourism field with a substantial investment and 
an operation that will create 30 jobs in Haines and Skagway and economic benefit to both 
communities.

It is critical to the success o f our operation that we have strong support from the State of 
Alaska in creating these new businesses. Our efforts will only be successful with the 
destination marketing support from the Division o f Tourism and ATMC that no small 
community or one company can afford.

I am requesting your support for the full funding o f these programs. As resources 
development faces more challenges in Alaska we must look to new opportunities to keep 
our State prosperous and healthy.

Please help us with these efforts.

Sincerely

Don Argetsinger 
President

cc: The Honorable Gail Philips, Speaker o f the House
Willie Hensley, Commissioner o f Commerce & Economic Development 
Alaska Visitors Association

KLUKWAN, INC.
BOX 32077 • JUNEAU. ALASKA 99803-2077 • (907) 789-7361



cc: The Honorable Joe Green 
The Honorable Carl Moses 
The Honorable Joe Ryan 
The Honorable Ethan Berkowitz 
The Honorable John Cowdery
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r e c e i v e d
March 20, 1997

MAR 2 5 1997
To Whom It Is Concern;

I would like to take this to inform you o f  a big problem that is happening to low income 
Alaskans with disabilities. These low income Alaskans who are disabled relay on benefits and 
services needed to help them live their lives more independently and healthier lives.

With the budget cuts that are propose for Medicaid, Alaska Division o f Vocational 
Rehabilitation, and other related programs, such as Access Alaska, Americans w  th Disabilities 
Act, Division o f Health and Social Services. The above programs and services xrr the life lines 
for services that help the low income Alaskans with disabilities live more independent and 
productive lives in their communities. To cut the proposed cuts you have in mind will affect the 
services and program that help the low income Alaskans greatly. This will affect me greatly 
because I am a low income Alaskan who has a several different disabilities. Some above 
programs and services you propose to cut funds for I depend on and use services.

First, o f  all the propose budget cuts in Medicaid will affect me. I have cerebral palsy and need 
to have AFO leg braces for both my legs custom made once a year or whenever the doctor wants 
me to get them. Because my straight is always changing and to make sure that the braces are fit 
corrects. If, the braces do not fit correctly, I can get decompression sores or bruising from them. 
I f  you cut this important medical service out o f  your budget, I will no longer be able to receive 
new braces when I need them. This specially important to me because it can make the difference 
if  I can walk or not when I am weak.

Secondly on the Medicaid cuts propose I will lose another very important service to me, I also 
have asthma. I need to receive medical equipment and supplies that are need to control my 
asthm a I need to use a nebulier to help control and relieve my bad asthma attacks. The nebulier 
most o f  the time prevents me from having to go to emergency room to receive treatment. 
Medicaid covers the nebulier and supplies that I use if  you cut this important life saving service 
out o f the budget it could cause me too not could not control my asthma. Asthma attacks can be 
very scary, because basically you are not able to breathe. Please, remember how important it is 
for you to be able to breathe. Please keep the funding for these specially needed equipment and 
supplies for people like me who needs to use to equipment to keep us a live.

I am now getting help to live independently from Access A laska. Access Alaska has one o f the 
best programs in helping people who have disabilities I have been be so far. I would hate seeing 
any funding cut from their budget. I know that Access Alaska is on the proposed budget cuts 
for independent living listed under Alaska Division o f Vocational Rehabilitation. The people at 
Access Alaska do so much to help people with disabilities live happier and more independent 
lives in their communities. I hate to see wha^ would happen to people who depend on Access 
Alaska Independent living services and% »receive them. This is a very important thing to me 
and many otheause Access Alaska services. Please, do not make any cuts in Access Alaska

•



I HtfVfc just tKNM ttUttortatf for services at Alaska Division of Rehabilitation. Alaska Division of 
Rehabilitation is a truly important service to help Alaskans who are disabled find work. I truly 
believe this the time to not cut the fund for this very important program. Disabled Alaskans need 
to have a place they can go to help them get the needed trading, support in many areas, and 
some times job placements. With out Alaska Division of Vocational Rehabilitation there would 
be a lot of disabled Alaskans without work and unemployed. Because they just were not given a 
chance to get the needed help, support, training and sometimes job placements to achieve their 
true abilities and independently. Please keep the funding for Alaska Division of Vocational 
Rehabilitation where it a t Send3,1 am a client Alaska Division of Vocational Rehabilitation, I 
would hate to not get a chance to return to the work force once again.

Please think of the disabled people you will be hurting and would be greatly effect their lives 
with these proposed budget cut I appreciate your time in reading this letter.

Sincerely;

Charles C. Reese 
5451 E 4* Avenue, Apt #2 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 
(907) 333-0631
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Kenn e t h  L. P r a t t  - Program Manager, BIA A N C S A  O f f i c e

Pr oposed B u d g e t  Cuts A f f e c t i n g  the Alaska S tate H i s t o r i c  
Pre s e r v a t i o n  P r o g r a m

Al a s k a  state H o u s e  and Senate Finance Committees

I am  w r i ting to v o i c e  m y  opp o s i t i o n  to the H o u s e  F i n a n c e  Natural 
Resou r c e s  S u b c o m m i t t e e ' s  p r o p o s e d  $94,000.00 budget cut for the 
State H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  P r o g r a m  (i.e., the O f f i c e  of H i s tory 
and A r c h a e o l o g y ) . T h a t  cut w ould lead to the loss of another 
$140,000.00 in m a t c h i n g  m o n e y  for Alaska p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  federal 
H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  Fund. The end result w o u l d  be  t h e  almost 
c e r t a i n  e l i m i n a t i o n  of the State Of f i c e  of H i s t o r y  and Archaeology, 
an office that h a s  a c t u a l l y  been under-funded for y e a r s  now.

The pro p o s e d  cut p o s e s  sexious p r oblems for the S t ate wi t h  regard 
to its f u t u r e  a b i l i t y  t o  comply w i t h  cultural r e s o u r c e s / h i s t o r i c  
p r e s e r v a t i o n  laws. It w o u l d  also prevent Federal age n c i e s  in 
A l a s k a  fr o m  s a t i s f y i n g  t hose same laws, b e c ause our c o m p l i a n c e  
requires c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  the Al a s k a  State H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  
O f f icer and c o n t i n u e d  access to the state dat a b a s e  of h i s t o r i c  and 
archaeol o g i c a l  sites.

I s t r o n g l y  u r g e  y o u  to r e s t o r e  full funding to the s t a t e  His t o r i c  
Pres e r v a t i o n  Program.

OmONJU. FOflU NO. Io (ACV. 1-00)CSA FTMH (41 QWm) 101-11.41010-114
nU.S.OAOM0*0-0-2*2 0*1/201»»
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The Honorable Mark Hanley 
Chairman, House Finance Committee 
Alaska State House of Representatives 
State Capital 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Hanley:

The proposed budget cuts to the Division of Tourism and ATMC will hurt our efforts to 
create jobs and economic development in Alaska.

This summer our company is entering the tourism field with a substantial investment and 
an operation that will create 30 jobs in HaHies and Skagway and economic benefit to both 
communities.

It is critical to the success o f our operation that we have strong support from the State of 
Alaska in creating these new businesses. Our efforts will only be successful with the 
destination marketing support from the Division of Tourism and ATMC that no small 
community or one company can afford.

I am requesting your support for the full funding of these programs. As resources 
development faces more challenges in Alaska we must look to new opportunities to keep 
our State prosperous and healthy.

Please help us with these efforts.

Sincerely

Don Argetsinger 
President

cc: The Honorable Gail Philips, Speaker of the House
Willie Hensley, Commissioner of Commerce & Economic Development 
Alaska Visitors Association

KLUKWAN. INC. 0
P.O. BOX 32077 • JUNEAU. ALASKA 99803-2077 - (907) 789-7361
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KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH
M4 N. SINKLEY SOLDOTNA. ALASKA S5669-7599 
BUSINESS (907) 262-4*41 FAX (9C7}262 IB92

March 25. 1997 M IK E  N A V A R R E
M A Y O R

'l~hc Honorable Mark Hanley VIA FAX: 465-2418
Co-Chair, House financeCommittee ‘^ “ 2 5  /Qo?
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1132

Re: ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION
SOLID W ASTE PROGRAM  FUNDING

Dear Representative Hanley:

The Kenai Peninsula Borough does not support the operating budget reduction and subsequent 
elimination o f the Alaska Department o f Environmental Conservation, Division of Environmental 
Health, Solid Waste Program. Loss of the state program will require strict compliance with U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulations and will have short and long term iinancial and 
environmental impacts to our borough, as well as the entire state.

The Kenai Peninsula Borough is unique with seven operating landfills composed of at least one type 
of each class o f landfill (1, II and III). Since the borough took over solid waste disposal authority 
in 1974, a directed effort has been made to close many open dumps that were not developed by the 
borough, but were located on borough owned land. Many other open dumps that proliferated in the 
past have also been closed under the direction of ADEC in accordance with state regulations. With 
the absence of a state solid waste management authority, and no zoning imposed by the Kenai 
Peninsula Borough, open dumps are likely to become problems once more.

Loss of a state program has many potential impacts to our borough which include the following:

1) S7.2 million cost increase in design modifications for a Class I expansion due to more 
stringent EPA liner design criteria.

2) S86.000 minimum annual increase in water monitoring program costs for the borough's 
Class II landfill due to lack of state imposed flexibility in compliance schedule.

3) Elimination o f a pending permit for an inert waste landfill in Seward - all waste would be 
transported to Soldotna for disposal at significant cost to disposers and the borough.

4) Operation o f disposal sites for waste streams which become unregulated including drilling 
muds, wood debris, construction and demolition debris, and open dumps.

5) Immediate closure and subsequent relocation o f two Class III landfills in violation of airport 
separation requirements.
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Re: ADEC Solid Waste Program Funding March 25, 1997 - Page Two

6) Eliminate state approved flexibility for use of alternative cover material (such as plastic 
larps) as .substitute for Iro/en soil cover during winter months at Class II and ill landfills.

For the past six years, the ADEC has worked with the borough, solid waste professionals, operators 
and haulers to revise Alaska solid waste regulations in order to develop a federally acceptable solid 
waste program that allows state specific llexibility. The statewide commitment to obtain a broadly 
acceptable solid waste program has assured environmentally sound and timely managemeniol'solid 
waste in the Kenai Peninsula Borough and, most importantly, all of Alaska.

We would appreciate your support in funding the AD6C. Solid Waste Program at the level in the 
Governor's proposed 1;Y98 budget to ensure fundamental protection ol' human health and the 
environment for all residents of Alaska, and to maintain practical and local control o f solid waste 
management.

7) Increased civil lawsuits for lack o f strict conformance wi th federal standards for all landfills.

Very truly yours,

Mike Navarre
Kenai Peninsula Borough Mayor

MN/lh/bg

cc: Kenai Peninsula Borough Legislators (via fax) 
KPB Assembly Members 
KPB Solid Waste Director
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March 24. 1997

Representative Mark Hanley 
Co-chairman, Finance Committee 
Alaska StateHouse of Representatives

Dear Rep. Hanley:

The Alaska Historical Society and Museums Alaska are greatly 
alarmed to learn that long-overdue gains for our State Archives are 
in jeopardy in the Finance Committee. Ten days ago, the Sub­
committee on Education amended (he Governor's budget to add 
two essential archivists' positions to the operating budget. The 
members were persuaded by the very serious situation in the 
Archives, which is struggling under a weight of a backlog of 8,000 
cubic feet, many of these legislative records. We were pleased 
that the vital role of this small agency in keeping state government 
running smoothly had finally been recognized by our Legislature, 
after many yeara of attrition. (The staff of this agency is 20% 
smaller than in 1976!)

Wb ask you to support the sub-committee recommendation for the 
State Archives. The sub-committee transferred one position from 
the capital budget (where funds expired in FY97) and added a 
second archivist to attack the backlog. The total request for these 
positions was $122,000. Failure to fund the two positions will 
result in irreparable harm to state records. We do not wish to 
come between other worthy needs in the Department of Education, 
but insist that the State Archives is a vital state agency which has 
suffered from neglect for many years-neglect which has an 
irreparable impact on fragile records. Now is the time to set that 
situation right

We also would like to note that the Acquisition recommendations of 
the Sub-committee for the State Museums and the State Library 
are for FY98 only and are necessary to keep these institutions 
active as vital resources for research and are used by all Alaskans.

We ask you to support the Sub-committee close-out. Thank you.

Sincerely yours, n

Barbara Sweetland Smith 
Legislation Coordinator

P o « t4 r  Fax Not* 7671

m f ~ W r \  \r* u
CoVDept. I ^ Co.

Phor ut

2 < //&
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Alaska State Legislature

Official Business 
Fax: (907) 465-3472

Speaker of the House of Representatives

Slate Capitol 
Juneau, AK. 99801-1182 
(907)465-3720 
(907) 465-2689

DATE; January 20, 1997

TO: Rep. Mark Hanley
Co-Chair, House Finance Committee

FROM: Speaker Gail Phillips

RE: Funding for State Archives and Gold Rush Centennial Task Force Grants

We cut 35% from the State Archives' supplies line forFY '97. These were the funds 
which pay for the day-to-day operations of the Archives, and the Governor failed to restore 
the $25,000 to his budget request for FY *98. In addition, the Archivist II position, 
currently funded with capital funds, will expire in 1997. During the interim, in meetings 
with the Historical Society, I learned that the cuts to Archives are too severe and will put 
the preservation of our State's historical records in great jeopardy. I am requesting that 
both of these items be added to the FY '98 budget for DOE.

Also, as a statewide issue, I am requesting that, in the supplemental budget, we set aside 
$250,000. This money would be appropriated to the Gold Rush Centennial Task Force to 
give out to communities as matching grants. These grants are for projects designed to 
actively address marketing and promotion potential, infrastructure needs, interpretive 
themes, historic resource issues, and commemorative events and activities of the once-in-a- 
lifetime occurrence of Alaska's Centennial celebration.

I have attached backup for both the State Archives and the Gold Rush Centennial Task 
Force requests. Thank you for your consideration of these requests.

GP:jmj

Enc.

ce: Ms. Barbara Sweetland Smith
Alaska historical Society 
PO Box 100299 
Anchorage, AK 99510
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P U B L I C  O P I N I O N  MESSAGE

I am  a m e m b e r  of the t o u r i s m  industry. I support the 
e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  wo r k  that the Division of T o u r i s m  has 
d o n e  for m y  industry. T e r m i n a t i n g  the D ivision through 
b u d g e t  cuts will have a d e v a s t a t i n g  impact on the industry.
P l e a s e  stop these cuts.

Pr o m o t e  the t o u rism industry, don't gut it. j

Name; rmtr l a t h a m

company: to p  o f  t h x w o r ld  h o t e l / t u n d r a t ours 

Address: *•<>• BOX 189. HARROW, ALASKA 99723 

Telephone: 907 852 3900 

Fax Number: 907 852 6752
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March 22, 1997

TO: House Finance Committee

RE: Written Testimony

FROM: Susan Fischetti
10336 Stewart Drive 
Eagle River, AK 99577 
907-694-7944

I hereby support the majority’s goal to reduce spending by 60 million dollars this year. 
I also realize that there was SO million projected in New Economic Activity. Given the 
Northstar situation other areas of economic growth are needed and that does not 
mean taxes. We can’t lose sight of our long term goals because of temporary oil 
surges. A few options are selling the state ferry system and the Alaska Railroad (who 
just received 10 million of pork from the federal government). The way to do this is to 
encourage private investments in Alaska if we are ever going to reduce government 
spending.

One area that has me very concerned is the Department of Health and Social 
Services. They have been lobbying for increased taxes in Alaska with tax payers 
dollars from the state and federal levei. This is an outrage. The money could be much 
better spent educating the public instead of trying to raise revenue to fund their 
Department Many other State Agencies are involved in the same scam. There are 
numerous state employees who are testifying and lobbying in order to fund their 
programs and their jobs.

You were all elected and given a major task to reduce government and It Is difficult to 
stand up to the pressure of the special interest groups. As we see what is happening 
in Washington, I urge you not to compromise your promises. Alaska can do better. 
We have a great state because of our resources, our Permanent Fund Dividend and 
low taxes. Lets keep it that way.

Respectfully Submitted,

Susan Rschetti

TOTQL P.01
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\am seA Alaska Marine Safety Education Association
P.O. Box 2592, Sitka, Alaska 99835.

Ph (907) 747-3237; Fox (907) 747-3259; e-mail--amsea@ptialaska.nct

March 26, 1997

Dear Representative Grassendorf 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau. AK.

It is of the utmost importance that the AVTEC budget not be cut.

This training center in Seward provides the only location in the state where mariners can take 
basic to advanced training in their specific fields. It's centralized location mates it accessible 
to many. The job training programs it provides are just what this state needs to train workers 
in the ever changing job market.

The Marine Department is especially important to preserve. The three dedicated instructors in 
this department are already stretched to the maximum to provide training to mariners as 
diverse as Western Alaska Natives in emerging fisheries to Master Mariners working the 
largest of vessels. It would be perverse that die state with more coastline than the rest of the 
nation combined, would inflict a cut of this magnitude to its own state job training program. 
This could result in hundreds of people having to leave the state for the training which is 
currently provided by AVTEC.

AMSEA considers AVTEC one of our most important partners. We urge you to support an 
institution which is part of the solution in job training in this state by not decimating their 
budget.

Thank you for your attention to this request.

Jarry Dz 
AMSEA

SUPPORT ORGANIZATIONS: Aiafc* Dept. of Pubiic Safety •  A lula  Dept. of Keakh 4  Social Scrvie*!, CKEMS Section •  Alaika Native Health Service •  Alaska 
Vocational Tachmeal Center •  Alaika Dept, of FUh A Gaaus •  National Inatbute for Occupational Safety *  Health •  North Pad tic fi»hennen'i Atta. •  North Padlic 

Fitheriea Obaecvar Training Center •  Pttenfcnrg Vaaaai Ovanra Ann. •  South Em  A lula Regional Health Cooaortium •  Souihcaat Region EM5 Council •  U niverity  o f

aii.lra Marine Aitvianrv Pmmm •  United Statu Coatt Guard. 17th Diuriot-

mailto:amsea@ptialaska.nct
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P U B L I C  O P I N I O N  M E S S A G E

I a m  a m e m b e r  of the t o u r i s m  i n d u s t r y . I auPP°rt the 
e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  w o r k  that the D i v i s i o n  
d o n e  for m y  industry. T e r m i n a t i n g  the D i v i s i o n  t h r  o g 
b u d g e t  cuts w i l l  h av e a d e v a s t a t i n g  impact on the industry.

P l e a s e  stop these cuts.

P r o m o t e  the t o u r i s m  industry# d on't gut it. ___

Name: t k k m i  LATHAM

C om pa ny : top or t h e  w j i l d  h o t e l  / t o t m a  t o o u  

A ddress: P.O. BOI 189. i a m u w . AL1SEA 99723 

T e l e p h o n e :  9U7 ®S2 3900 

P a x  Number: 907 832 6732

S i g n a t u r e



P U B L I C  O P I N I O N  M E S S A G E

I a m  a m e m b e r  of the t o u r i s m  industry. I s u pp or t the 
e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  w o r k  that the D i v i s i o n  of T o u r i s m  has 
d o n e  for m y  industry. Te rm i n a t i n g  the D i v i s i o n  t h r o u g h  
b u d g e t  cuts wi l l h a v e  a de va st a t i n g  impact o n  the industry. 
P l e a s e  s t o p  t h e s e  cuts.

P r o m o t e  the t o u r i s m  industry/ don't gut it.

Nam e: TBIIY LATHAM

c ompany: tot or thi would hotel / totoia t o o u  

Add re ss : *-0. m  189. BAK80V, ALASKA 99723 

T el ep h o n e :  907 832 3900 

Fax Number: 907 832 8732

100 £A0-ON 0i2ZS9P<L06I <- 1310H dldOn 3H1 dO dCl 02:61 iJo/VZsVd
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March 24. 1997

Representative Ben Qrusendorf 
Finance Committee
Alaska State House of Representatives 

Dear Rep. Qrusendorf:

The 800 members of the Alaska Historical Society and Museums 
Alaska applaud the action of the House Finance Subcommittee on 
Education. Ten days ago, this sub-committee amended the 
Governor's budget to add two essential archivists' positions to the 
operating budget The members were persuaded by the very 
serious situation in the Archives, which is struggling under a weight 
of a backlog of 8,000 cubic feet many of them legislative records. 
We were pleased that the vital role of this small agency in keeping 
state government running smoothly had finally been recognized by 
our Legislature, after many years of attrition. (The staff of this 
agency is 20% smaller than in 19761)

We aak you to support the subcommittee recommendation for 
the State Archives. The subcommittee transferred one position 
from the capital budget (\Miere funds expired in FY97) end added a 
second archivist to attack the backlog. The total request for these 
positions was $122,000. Failure to fund the two positions will 
result in irreparable harm to state records. We do not wish to 
come between other worthy needs in the Department of Education, 
but insist that the State Archives is a vital state agency \Mi5ch has 
suffered from neglect for many years-neglect uftich has an 
Irreparable impact on fragile records. Now is the time to set that 
situation right Please see Speaker Phillips' memo on this issue.

We also would like to note that the Acquisition recommendations of 
the Subcommittee for the State Museums and the State Library 
are for FY98 only and are necessary to keep these institutions 
active as vital resources for research and are used by all Alaskans.

We ask you to support the Subcommittee close-out Thank

Sincerely yours7our*' Q J.w

Legislation Coordinator
PoaMT Fax Nota 7871

Coyocoi * Co.
PTnna » * 5 ~
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Alaska State Legislature

Official Business 
Pax: (907) 465-3472

SUta Capital 
Juneau, AJC 99801-1182 
(907)465-3720 
(907) 465-2689

Speaker of the House of Representatives

DATE: January 20,1997

TO: Rep. Mark Hanley
Co-Chair, House Finance Committee

FROM: Speaker Gail Phillips

RE: Funding for State Archives and Gold Rush Centennial Task Force Grants

We cut 35% from the State Archives' supplies line for FY ‘97. These were the funds 
which pay for the day-to-day operations of the Archives, and the Governor failed to restore 
the $25,000 to his budget request for FY '98. In addition, the Archivist II position, 
currently funded with capital funds, will expire in 1997. During the interim, in meetings 
with the Historical Society, I learned that the cuts to Archives are too severe and will put 
the preservation of our State's historical records in great jeopardy. I am requesting that 
both of these items be added to the FY '98 budget ror DOE.

Also, as a statewide issue, I am requesting that, in the supplemental budget, we set aside 
$250,000. This money would be appropriated to the Gold Rush Centennial Task Force to 
give out to communities as matching grants. These grants are for projects designed to 
actively address marketing and promotion potential, infrastructure needs, interpretive 
themes, historic resource issues, and commemorative events and activities of me once-in-a- 
lifetime occurrence of Alaska's Centennial celebration.

1 have attached backup for both the State Archives and the Gold Rush Centennial Task 
Force requests. Thank you for your consideration of these requests.

GP:jmj

Enc.

cc: . Ms. Barbara Sweetland Smith
Alaska historical Society 

' PO Box 100299 
Anchorage, AK 99510
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION

March 24, 1997

Honorable Mark Hanley, Co-Chair 
House Finance Committee 
Alaska House of Representatives 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Dear Representative Hanley.

This letter is in response to concerns I have concerning prvoosed legislative funding cuts to the Office 
o f History and Archaeology in the Department o f Nairn tl Resources. In addition to the practical 
issue of loss o f matching funds, my concerns relate to th e, oss o f a valuable economic development 
ally.

The U. S. Economic Development Administration funds a number o f Public Works or facilities 
projects with Public Bodies each year. The Office o f History and Archaeology has been a strong 
partner in facilitating projects with municipalities and Native communities which lead to long-term 
Private Swinr join. Recent major efforts include the renovation o f an historic structure for use as 
a Visitors' Center at Nome and the upgrading o f one o f the very first canneries in Alaska as a modem 
fish-processing facility at Khtwock on Prince o f Wales Island. Both tourism and fisheries are critical 
to Alaska's economy.

The Office o f History and Archaeology is a valuable and responsive asset not only in terras o f 
“ amenities,n but also in terms o f developmental assistance. I strongly urge adequate funding so that 
the unit may remain effective. Thank you for your consideration.

605 WEST FOURTH AVENUE 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501

Telephone: (907)271-2272 
Facsimile: (907)271-2274

Sincerely,

Bernhard Richert 
Economic Development 
Representative
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March 24, 1997

The Honorable Mark Hanley 
Co-Chair House Finance Committee 
State Capital, Room 507 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

RE: Proposed Reductions - Division of Trade and Development

Dear Representative Hanley,

It is with great dismay to hear of plans by the House Finance Subcommittee on 
Department o f commerce and Economic Development’s budget to eliminate more than 
1/3 of their staff this year.

The D.C.E.D. provides a direct path for small and large businesses to work directly with 
our state government, as well as to assist in the removal o f trade barriers for those o f us 
(the list grows daily) seeking business abroad.

Our firm recently participated in a mission to Korea. While with the Governor and 
members of D C.E.D. doors opened to us that would take months to reach had we not 
been “partnering” with the State of Alaska.

Missions o f this type arc extremely important to the Stale. With declining revenues it is 
imperative to continue these contact to broaden our horizons.

In short, consideration should be given to increasing their funding and staff rather than 
elimination. The Division o f Trade and Development plays a vital role in the future of 
Alaska’s position in the Pacific Rim.

Thank you for taking the time to review our thoughts and position on this very important 
matter.

Sincerely,

Steven R. Smith, General Manager
Unitech o f Alaska, Inc.

SRS/dh
P.O. BOX 240167 ANCHORAGE, AK 99524-0167 (9C7) 349-5142 (907) 349-2733 FAX



United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
1639 C  Sir**, Suit* 100 

Anctiorao*. Alaska 99501 -5151

March 24, 1.997

Honorable Tony Knowles 
Governor, State of Alaska 
P.O. Box 110001 
Juneau, Alaska 99811-0001

Dear Governor Knowles:

The purpose o f this letter is to voice our concern over the proposed budget cuts to Alaska’s State 
Historic Preservation Program. As you know, these cuts will result in a loss o f significant Federal 
Historic Preservation Fund matching money for Alaska.

We believe these cuts could impede progress on key projects for which the Department o f the 
Interior has a role, such as the final disposition of the A dak Naval Station and activities associated 
with the development o f the National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska. We also believe these outs could 
resuh in  significant delays for individual Alaskans w ho seek pc^r.its to cany out activities on D O I- 
managed lands.

We encourage your continued support for lull funding of this important office.

Sincerely

D ebor.ih  L. WHliamy'
Special Assistant to the Secretary 

for Alaska

cc: House Finance Committee Co-Chairs r  nd Vice Chair 
Senate Finance Committee Co-Chairs

OPTOMiW. FOMI M (7-tOf

F A X  T R A N S M I T T A L
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USIBELLI COAL MINE, INC.
Marketing ■ 100 Cushman Street. Suite 210 ■ Fairbanks, AK 99701

(907) 452-2625 ■ fax 1907) 451-6543

March 24,1997

Representative Mark Hanley 
Representative Gene Therriault 
Co Chairs Finance Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representatives Hanley & Therriault

While I support restraining state spending and making cuts to projpams 
where fat is identified or lack of need demonstrated, I vigorously take issue 
with proposed reductions to the Division of Trade & Development budget 
now under consideration by the House Finance Sub-Committee governing this 
jurisdiction.

I start from the premise that it often "takes a buck to make a buck" but 
that government, for the most part, takes away and redistributes revenue. In 
very few instances can government functions be equated with supporting and 
creating new wealth. There are a few, very few, agency functions which exist 
to stimulate economic conditions and promote the generation of wealth for the 
benefit of Alaska and it citizens. It is these agencies and their functions which 
should be supported to the hilt and in fact be the beneficiaries of budget 
increments rather than cuts. Certainly very high on my list is the Division of 
Trade and Development whose Trade Program cannot absorb proposed cuts 
which will result in a 50% reduction in staff levels. Usibelli Coal Mine, Inc. 
(UCM) is a user of services provided by the Trade Program and we value the 
professional relationship that exists between us. We are not alone in our 
appeal for sanity in the budget process. The trade and business advocacy 
functions of the Department of Commerce and Economic Development must 
continue because of their important link to the private sector. I urge you to 
regard the Trade Program as an investment in which dollars expended can, 
and frequently do, return to the state multiplies of the support cost.

I essentially hold these same views for the Geophysical Aerial Mapping 
and Ground Mapping Program in DGGS within DNR which has produced
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Representative Mark Hanley 
Representative Gene Therriault 
March 24, 1997 
Page 2

major mineral discoveries and attracted many millions dollars for exploration 
and development work.

Why it is such a struggle to fund these functions is a mystery to me 
especially given the composition of the Alaska legislature at this time. Surely 
there are some brave souls in the legislature who could actually propose 
spending a little in order to create more wealth and opportunity for Alaska!

Perhaps common sense rather than courage is what is needed. I truly 
hope that you can identify with my message and abandon plans to reduce 
funding for the Trade Program for ADCED.

Please make This letter available to all members of the House Finance 
Committee even though Representative Vic Kohring and Representative Carl 
Moses should have seen this same information in a letter to Representative 
Kohring, Chair of the Sub Committee with oversight on DCED Budget.

Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

JS/rne

** TOTAL PAGE.003 **
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Alaska State Legislature

Plaasa emar into the record my testimony to the gguan p i

committee on B u dg et

teU/subject.
dated

cnrnmrttae name
03-22-97

W e  k e e p  h e a r i n g  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  is r u n n i n g  o u t  o f  money. This 
is at  a  t i m e  w h e n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  is  p u t t i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  f u n d s  i n t o  the 
P e r m a n e n t  F u n d .  M y  r e c o l l e c t i o n  is t h a t  w h e n  t h e  P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  was 3et
u p  in  H a m m o n d ' s  t i m e  th a t  it w a s  to  b e  u s e d  as a r a i n y  day. T h e  c u r r e n t
s i t u a t i o n  m i g h t  q u a l i f y  as  t h a t  r a i n y  day.

N o w  m i g h t  a l s o  b e  a good time to r ei ns t it ut e the pex os na l income tax.
An i n come t a x  c o u l d  be set u p  in such a w a y  that it w o u l d  tax those wage
e a r n er s (oil f ie ld  workers, fishi n g ind us t ry  workers, t o u r i s m  workers, 
m iners a n d  o t h e r  s easonal or shift workers) w h o  ea rn  their wages here and 
then e s c a p e  to e l s e w h e r e  to spend it. Man y  of these w o rk e rs  spend no money 
to s u p p o r t  the state. We could set the tax such that t he re  w ou ld  be 
d e d u c t i o n s  f or actual legitimate i n s t a t e  li ving expenses such as utility 
and fuel bills. T h os e that don't live here w ou ld  n ot h a v e  those d educ­
tions. M o r t g a g e ,  land and food charges could al3o be deducted. With a 
"veto p r o o f "  m a j o r i t y  in the le gi s l a t u r e  and this not b e i n g  an election 
year this w o u l d  b e  a n  ideal time to do both of the above. That is unless 
the b u d g e t  s h o r t f a l l  is all smoke and mirrors to s u p p o r t  the majority's 
p e r s on al  agenda.

F or the p a s t  f e w  y ea rs  we have b e en  h e a r i n g  that all state government is 
b l o a t e d  a n d  t h a t  w e  mu s t cut spending. In the last legislative session 
the l e g i s l a t o r s  c ut all depa rt m en ts  a n d  refused to in it ia ll y fund the 
c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  agreements w i t h  state employees b e c a u s e  of the 
a l l e g e d  b u d g e t  shortfall. At eht same time the legis la tu re  substantially 
i n c r e a s e d  its p e r s o n a l  renumeration. This session we ar e being told 
that a l l  o f  s ta te  g ov e rn me nt  mus t tigh t en  its belt to the tune of fifty 
to s e v e n t y  m illion. Wh il e this is h a p p e n i n g  the speak er  of the house 
a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  the R e p u b l i c a n  m a j o r it y needs an additi on al  increase of 
$300,000 t o  s t a y  in business. Is there a mess ag e hare?

I u n d e r s t a n d  th at  there Is a proposal to cut the Alaska Works program by 
two m i l l i o n .  I a l s o  u nderstand that the state will be fined three (OVER)

Signed:
Testifier W i l l i a m  R. P a r k e r  ^

Representing (Optgnai)
Rr>y i4ifl Soldotna. A laska 99669

Address
(907) 262-7677

Phone No.
I
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million. W h a t  k i n d  of e co nomics Is this?

The l e g i s l a t u r e  keeps c ri mi n a l i z i n g  mo re  b e h a vi o r and l e n g t h e n i n g  
jail time for o t h e r  c r i m e s « This the m e m be rs  can taka ba ck  to their 
di stricts a n d  c l a i m  that they are b e i n g  tough on crime. It 3eems that 
lately m o s t  o f  t he crime bills have b e e n  p o i n t e d  at c o n vi ct s  and youth 
who c a n ' t  v o t e  anyway. W i t h  the cuta in fundi ng  to Law, P u b l i c  Safety 
and C o r r e c t i o n s  in cr ea se d  crimes and p e n a lt i es  se em  to be a dichotomy.
We w e  c u r r e n t l y  h a vi ng  m an y cases b e i n g  d i s m i s s e d  for lack of ev idence 
or s p e e d y  trial. The  DA'a office does not hav e the s ta ff  to pr os ec ut e 
In a t i m e l y  m a n n e r  a n d  the troopers do not h a v e  the st a ff  to con du ct  the 
i nv es t i g a t i o n s  n e e d e d  to prosecute. Th is  is p r o b a b l y  j u s t  as well b e­
cause t h e  p r i s o n s  are stuffed to the gills. A r i zo na  p r i v a t e  p r is o n does 
not save as m u c h  as a d ve rt is e d bec au s e the state is s till responsible, 
for the I n m a t e  medical, legal, t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  e s c a p e  c h a s i n g  costs.
The e s c a p e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  b y  twelve A l a s k a  inmates last O c t o b e r  was the 

, largest in s t a t e  h i s t o r y  and it was n o t  e v e n  in side t he state. Gran te d 
that o n l y  si x i n m at es  act ua ll y m a d e  it o u ts id e the fence, there w e r e  a 
total o f  t w e l v e  t r yi ng  as a group. T h e  p r i v a t e  f i r m  g o t  to h a n d  pick 
all of th e inm at es  that we re  sent d o w n  there. T h e y  d i d  not w a n t  any 
t rouble make rs .  - .All'the, m o n e y  s pent in A r i z o n a  does n ot he l p the Alaska 
economy. M o n e y  spent here goes a r o u n d  the c o m m u n i t y  several times.
The S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  retains all legal l i ab il it ie s r e g a r d i n g  its inmates 

.-'where e v e r  th ey  are.

A final point, the idea of p r i v a t i z i n g  to gi ve  A l a s k a n s  jobs is a little 
off. I n  o r d e r  to file for state e m p l o y m e n t  o n e  m u s t  b e  a state resident. 
The c ou rt s h a v e  r u l e d  that there is no such r e q u i r e m e n t  for e mp lo ye e s ol^fe 
a p r i v a t e  co ntractor. P r i v a t i z a t i o n  invites m or e a b u se s of Ala sk an ' s  
w orki ng  rights.

Pl ease q u i t  p l a y i n g  game9 for a p e r s on al  o r  p o l i t i c a l  ag en d a n d  realize 
that the  c u r r e n t  state employees are a d e d i c a t e d  e x p e r i e n c e d  a s s e t 1
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3/21/97

Senate and Rouse Finance Committee Members 

Subject: Proposed Budget Cuts 

To Whom It May Concern:

The M ajority’s FY98 proposed operating budget for Health and Social Services will 
reduce services for poor and disabled Alaskans. Once again, the individuals who are 
most in need and arc most vulnerable receive the brunt o f  the government’s fiscal 
manaperr.c»t. Some o f the programs that are slated to be cut will also lose tiicir matching 
funds, which translates to significant effects on services for the poor and people with 
disabilities.

1 realize the challenges o f fiscal management. But these cuts are drastic and effect 
people in a very serious manner. One example is the proposed medicaid cuts will 
eliminate provisions for hearing aids and artificial limbs. Imagine if  your son or daughter 
had only one leg. They could live a normal life with an artificial limb. Without a limb, 
your child would be bound to a wheelchair. Imagine yourself losing your hearing, with 
the help o f  a  hearing aid you can hear. Without, you are left to live a silent life. Without 
this particular Medicaid assistance many people will live substandard lives. These are 
people with talent and energy and a lot to give to society but in order to do this they need 
some help from society.

The budget cuts proposed make poor fiscal sense. By cutting services that arc 
preventative or services that empower people, the state sets people up for failure rather 
than success. The outcome is an increasing need for intensive and expensive services. 
For example, by cutting the budget: o f the Division o f  Vocational Rehabilitation, the 
Independent Living component o f  services for people with disabilities living in rural ana 
remote Alaska will suffer. Without these services some o f these individuals may be 
forced to move into institutions which constitute a costly and horrible alternative.
Budget cuts also target job  training programs for welfare recipients. Job training can 
help individuals gain the skills they need to enter the workforce. The result o f 
eliminating or reducing these training programs is people remain on welfare instead o f 
becoming economically self sufficient. Once again, the outcome o f budget cuts is grossly 
expensive in the long run. Budget cuts include cutting the Healthy Families Program 
which screens out children that are at risk o f being abused, identifying them at birth and 
providing training and supports for them. The end result o f  these cuts are more children
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abused which in the long run costs the state a lot more to provide supports to the victims 
and the offenders.

There are two important points to look at here: firstly, who is being atlccted by these 
cuts: people with disabilities and the poor- the most vulnerable segment o f  our 
population. Secondly, are these cuts really saving the state money? Cuts today result in 
greater need for cosily services tomorrow.
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9/W L ĵutne intonranon Qrr̂ e

TO TPL P .01



f j  Mark Han]ey. Rep Mark Hanley 
Shawn Hawbold Hamson

(Q (90"’)260-4846
- j . (90^)262o?"’0

•g» 3/23/9" ''■09 P M g  2 o f  2

Shawn Hawbold Harrison 
P.O.Box 2777 

Soldotna, AK 99669

March 18,1997

To: Rep. Mark Hanley
Co-Chairman, House Finance Committee

I am writing concerning the 1998 budget the House Finance Committee is proposing, in 
which the DHSS budget would be cut by $8 million more or less.

I am a divorced mother with three disabled children, with two on the state rolls for the 
Developmentally Disabled. My 16 year old son Mike has a Medicaid Waiver, and is a 
medically fragile child with severe Cerebral Palsy, Seizures and feeding disorder. The cost 
o f  medical care for these children would not be affordable fo r any family, unless they were 
multimillionaires. I t  is certain ly not affo rdable by the average Alaskan family!

I am saving the State o f  Alaska $140 ,000  a year iust on Mike a lone, by not putting him in 
s tate care. I thought that Alaska wanted to  keep our disabled people in the ir own 
communities and our disabled children with the ir families. I f  your proposed budget is 
enacted , I will not be able to  care fo r r y children a t home.

The existing Medicaid plan, with v.he addition o f  the lost services fo r hearing, denta l, vision, 
and out o f state trave l, is the deciding factor o f  an endurable life for disabled individuals. 
For example; remember when out o f  state t rave l was cut? I t  severely a ffected my son, as 
Medicaid will not fund him to go to  Denver Children's Hospital fo r  a special orthotic seat 
which has saved his life on severa l occasions, and which he has outgrown. I t  cost me 
$6 ,000  to take him outside, 3 years ago. I do not have the money to take him outside 
again, and without the seat, he will need to be hospitalized with recurrent pnuemonias and 
will require surgery. You are costing the state millions o f  dollars in the long run, in order 
to save thousands now!

I f  you must make drastic cuts, then to  ensure th a t the disabled and i ll residents o f  all ages 
will not su ffer, please make them exempt from the cuts. I agree that Medicaid is long 
overdue fo r reform, but your proposed budget is not re form, i t  is inhumane! I  guarantee 
it will destroy families. Please remember the people like my children, Mike, Katie, and 
Billy, when you make your decision.

Thank you for taking the time to read this le tte r .

Sincerely,
Shawy\ tfawbo\d H a m ^ o n

Shawn Hawbold Harrison
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THE LEAGUE 
OF WOMEN VOTERS 
OF ALASKA

-S06 John Street “2 
Juneau. Alaska 99801 
Phone (90'W 63-6I 54 

Fax (907)586-9018

March 24, 1997

House Finance Committee 

.Alaska State Legislature 

State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear House Finance Committee Member,

On behalf of League of Women Voters members throughout .Alaska, I urge you to p'otect 
.Alaska's Solid Waste Management Program from cuts. .As you know, all states in the country 
regulate waste disposal as a matter of public health and safety. Mismanaged waste disposal would 
put .Alaskans at risk of disease such as Hepatitis A, rabies and cancer due to contaminated 
groundwater and the unregulated dumping of toxic waste.

Based on extensive study, the League of Women Voters of the United States supports policies to 
ensure safe treatment, transportation, storage and disposal of solid and hazardous wastes in order to 
protect public health and air, water and land resources. It also supports the establishment of 
processes for effective involvement of state and local governments and citizens in siting proposals for 
treatment, storage, disposal and transportation of radioactive wastes.

Please encourage your colleagues to evaluate the economic, social and environmental impacts of 
their budget proposal so that they have adequate information on which to base this important 
decision which will affect all Alaskans.

Thank you for your commitment to protecting the health of .Alaskans and their valuable 
resources.

Sincerely,
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Facts About the Gold Rush Centennial Grant Program (D ivision o f Tourism )

Funded in FY94 in the capital budget: $50,000.
50 applicants, 18 grantees. None more than $4,000 and all were matching.
Sample of grants (FY94~most were for a 2-year completion date):

To: Anchorage Museum of History and Art - planning grant for centennial exhibit
Rolfe Buzzell, Anchorage - aid with publication of the history of Sunrise (pub. 

1995)
KAKM (Public "iV, Anchorage) for video production 
Chena River Waterfront Commission for Gold Rush era signage 
Fairbanks Natural History Assoc. For learning kits for schools 
Copper Center Historical Society - Gold Rush museum exhibit 
Skagway Gold Rush Centennial Commission - production o f a video 
Kodiak Historical Society - reproduction of Nome photographs in Erskine 

Collection
Stevens Village on the Yukon - help to develop an historic woodyard as a tourist 

site
Resurrection Bay Historical Society - learning kits for school and library 
Eagle Historical Society - Restoration of the “Improved Order of the Redman’s" 

Lodge, for use as a community center 
Juneau Centennial Commission - help with expense of moving heavy mining 

equipment to a “mining park'
Yvonne Yarber, Manley - development of research folios for school and library 
Bill Hanable - research for publication on Alaska Natives and the Gold Rush 

(completion in Spring 1996)

In FY95, $10,000 was allocated in the capital budget for use by the Gold Rush 
Centennial Task Force for teleconference expense and publication of a Gold Rush Trail 
brochure; there were no grant monies for FY95.

FY96 provided no money for Gold Rush Centennial projects of any sort

FY97 provided funds for issuing a Gold Rush Centennial license plate, but no program 
or grant monies.

FY 98: No grant monies are proposed by the Governor. Initiative will have to come 
from the Legislature.

Information provided by:
Alaska Historical Society; P. O. Box 100299, Anchorage, AK 99510; tel: 907/563-3711
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Alaska State Legislature

Official Business ' State Capitol
Fax:(907)465-3472 Juneau, AK. 99801-1182

(907) 465-3720
.  . „  _ __ . (907)465-2689

Speaker o f  the H ouse o f  Representatives

DATE: January 20, 1997

TO: Rep. Mark Hanley
Co-Chair, House Finance Committee

FROM: Speaker Gail Phillips

P J E : Funding for State Archives and Gold Rush Centennial Task Force Grants

We cut 35% from the State Archives' supplies line for FY '97. These were the funds 
which pay for the day-to-day operations of the Archives, and the Governor failed to restore 
the S25,000 to his budget request for FY '98. In addition, the Archivist II position, 
currently funded with capital funds, will expire in 1997. During the interim* in meetings 
with the Historical Society, I learned that the cuts to Archives are too severe and will put 
the preservation of our State's historical records in great jeopardy. I am requesting that 
both of these items be added to the FY '98 budget for DOE.

Also, as a statewide issue, I am requesting that, in the supplemental budget, we set aside 
. $250,000. This money would be appropriated to the Gold Rush Centennial Task Force to

s f  give out to communities as matching grants. These grants are for projects designed to
actively address marketing and promotion potential, infrastructure needs, interpretive 

'  themes, historic resource issues, and commemorative events and activities of the once-in-a-
lifetime occurrence of Alaska's Centennial celebration.

I have attached backup for both the State Archives and the Gold Rush Centennial Task 
Force requests. ThanJc you for your consideration of these requests.

GP:jmj

Enc.

cc: Ms. Barbara Swectland Smith
Alaska historical Society 
POBox 100299 
Anchorage, AK 99510
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Alaska Historical Society 
d i f f e r

w
P.O. BOX 100299 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 995104)299 
PHONE (907) 563-3711

March 19, 1997
Representative Mark Hanley, Co*Chair 
Finance Committee
Alaska State House of Representatives

Oear Representative Hanley:

The House Finance Sub-committee on Resources has proposed to cut $94.0 from the budget for 
the Office of History and Archaeology (DNR). The Alaska Historical Society and its 500 
members urge you. as a member of the Finance Committee, to r Jject the cut to this valuable 
state agency.

The Office of History and Archeology, with a state contribution in FY97 of only $291,500, has 
been able generate three times that amount for Alaskan projects in m a tc h in g  fe d e ra l m o n ie s  
and inter-departmental special projects. The $291.5 is the minimum state contribution required to 
qualify for federal matching monies. It would be uneconomical for Alaska to eliminate this 
excellent source of non-state funding which produces such rich rewards. The proposed cut of 
$94.0 General Fund Money would result in a total loss to Alaska of $235.2 , because of the 
related loss of the federal match. A $94.0 cut also would mean the loss of three full-time 
professional staff at OHA. Such draconian cuts will inevitably force lo n g  d e la y s  in  d e v e lo p m e n t 
of both private and public lands, as the skeleton staff would be spread even more thinly. It is 
working to full capacity-and beyond-e /en now. It may not be well known that this is a vital 
work-horse agency which provides the necessary reviews required by federal law when historic 
or archaeological sites are involved. In 1996, OHA reviewed 2,354 projects on private lands and 
oversaw 2,250 federal agency projects in A!aska-a total of 4,604 projects!

We ̂iso ask you to follow the recommendations of Speaker Gail Phillips to reinstate the Gold 
Rush Centennial Task Force Matching Grants Program, administared by the Office of History 
and Archaeology. These grants were made only in 1994. With the climactic years of the Gold 
Rush just ahead, NOW is the right time to make a ONE-TIME MULTI-YEAR SUPPLEMENTAL 
APPROPRIATION—OR TO DESIGNATE REAPPROPRIATION FIJNDS-TO THE TASK FORCE 
FOR MATCHING GRANTS. A fact sheet and Speaker Phillips' memo are attached.

In conclusion we emphatically support:
♦ Maintenance-level funding for the Office of History and Archeology (OHA)
• A one-time only $250,000 multi-year Supplemental Appropriation or 

Reaooropriation appropriation to revive the Gold Rush Centennial Grants 
Program, as proposed by Speaker Phillips.

Sincerely yours,

Barbara Sweetland Smith 
Legislation Coordinator

P oet-if Pax Note 7671
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C i t y  o f  M e k o r y u b
PC Bo? 29 - Metoiyuk AK 59630 - (907) 327-sf 14- Fax (907) 627-8626 ^

March 24-. 1997

To: Whom it May Concern:

I am wntmg m support or the Department or Community and fCgjonai Affaire-Rural Utility 
Business Assistance (RUBA) program.

I don’t know how mish impact my letter will have. but I feel I must at feast voice my 
opinion.

First off. I have been a City Clerk for about Li months, I did not ha we any prior knowledge 
to being a City Clerk before I was hired. I was on ftve job for about two months when Scott 
Ruby (DCRh/RUBA) came to our village to train me on the ways of Clerking. Had it wot 
been for his guidanc- and training I don t know where the City would be right now. I 
learned about budgeting the different departments, and. a whole lot of things. I didn’ t know 
anything about Matching grants. SRS. Municipal Assistance, etc. Yes I did haw some 
bookkeeping knowledge but little did I know how complicated running a Municipal account 
would be. There are sfill a lot of things I need to feam. and I haw no idea where 1 will learn 
unless I have further training.

I 'm  sure there arc a lot of communities that are grateful fox the assistance of DCRA^tUBA 
workers. I would suggest you keep them in the budget to keep ccnrmmrtfes going.

Li':e I said I had a lot of bookkeeping knowledge and that was a plus fbr our city. I knew 
about payroll taxes, payroll accounts payable and receivable. But a Municipals books need 
to be specific and coded correctly. There are a lot of minor details feat make a big 
difference in how the books must be kept I wouldn’t have known thas had it not been for 
the RUBA trainer. I strongly recommend (hat you keep die RUBA Program jDing.

Sincerely.

City Clerk



D A T E :  24 M a r c h ,  1997

TO: Mark Hanley
465-2418

I understand that the proposed House Finance Natural Resources 
Subcommittee budget, cuts the State Historic Preservation Office 
< the Office of History and Archaeology) by $94,000. This will 
create a total loss of $235,000 when combined with the loss of 
matching federal funds. Anchorage Historic Properties, Cnc. 
(AHPI) believes that this cut will dessimate the SHPO and w.L.!l 
have a debilitating affect on the services local historic 
preservation organizations like AHPI can provide.

AHPI has been strengthened by the SHPO in many different. ways, 
ft acts as an invaluable source of information on technical 
preservation issues, database inventory, history and preservation 
laws. The SHPO could lose its federal certification as a 
historic preservation program. Funds such as federal Certified 
I.ooal Government grants would no longer be available *"o grass 
roots organizations like AHPI (we received a $10,000 federal 
grant in 1997).

Also disturbing is the possibility of losing the federal rax 
incentive for the rehabilitation of historic buildings. 
Currently, commercial developers get a 25% tax credit as 
incentive for renovating and reusing historic properties. 
Congress is also considering extending that credit to residential 
properties. To quaLify for tax credits, a qualified SHPO staFf 
member nmst certify the renovation as eligible for credits. The 
budget proposed would threaten the SHPO's ability to respond to 
applications in a timely manner, if at all.. The renovation of 
the Fourth Avenue Theatre and the Loussac-Sogn building were made 
possible through the use of these credits. Under the proposed 
budget, these buildings may not have been saved.

Please consider the negative ramifacations for the State of 
Alaska should this budget be ratified. Feci free to contact me 
at (907) 274-3600 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

son
Executive Diroctor
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SOLID WASTE ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA 
ALASKA CHAPTER

March 24, 1997

f " \
V s

Representative Vic KcKring 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capita'
Juneau, An, yy« u i-n a2

Subject: Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation - Solid Waste Program
Operating Fund Budget Reduction

Derr Representative Kohring:

The Alaska Chapter of the Solid Waste Association of America (SWANA) does not support 
the proposed budget cut which would eliminate the State of Alaska, Department of 
Environmental Conservation (ADEC) Solid Waste Program. We strongfy urge you to 
reconsider this reduction and reinstate the funding to assure environmentally sound and 
tirnely management of solid waste in our state.

The Alaska chapter of SWANA is composed of public and private sector solid waste 
professionals representing boroughs, cities, engineering firms, private landfills, waste 
hauling firms and industries located in Alaska. The mission of SWANA is ta advance the 
practice of environmentally sound municipal solid waste management in Alaska.

Removal of the Solid Waste Program from state jurisdiction will adversely impact public 
health and jeopardize proper waste management in all of Alaska. Long term finanoial 
impacts to all sectors of the state population vviin this short-sighted action will be immense, 
far larger than the immediate saving* to the operating budget.

Although solid waste management is the focus of SWANA, elimination of the program 
budget will have far reaching implications affecting drilling mud reserve pits, mining waste, 
wood waste, construction and demolition debris, inort wooto and other wncto ctroamc 
generated throughout Alaska by municipalities, industry and the general public.

For the past six years, the ADEC. SWANA and individuals at large have worked diligently 
to revise Tie 1987 Solid Waste Regulations 18 AAC 60 in order to develop a federally 
acceptable solid waste program with state specific flexibility. ADEC has used the public 
process effectively to develop a broadly acceptable program which is in the final stages of 
federal approval by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
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I am faxing >cu All ia copy of this, sinceil di 
you on Saturday, although both my daugh 
Fairbanks.

did

My name is SusamLoudon. I live at 11|3 Kathryn Ave., in Fairbanks

tar
not get the chance to give my comments to 
and I were among the over-filled LIO room in

ies and Special Education, have in the pastI am on the Governor's Council for Disabili: 
been Legislative Liaison on that Coundil, a nd I work as ai rural independent living 
specialist for Access Alaska.

I am the mother of.a daughter who will be 21 March 28. She was bom in Alaska. She has 
Alternating Hemiptegia, one of nearly 2 ™  People wcrld-'Mde that we know of who has 
this. It causes her to beconr paralyzed p< triodically every 8 to 10 days one side or the 
other of her body..l.or both sides....for up to 5 days. During this time she uses a wheel 
chair. It has batteries, for she cannot pusf herself when; she is paralyzed. She is on 
Medicaid. She is presently living in auj’ house, but is onia waiting list for supported living 
services. She wears glasses and has cognitive disabilities also.

I am here to focus your attention on the pr jposed cuts to Medicaid, two years ago you 
made a big cut that affected the lives oif many adults who have disabilities ..you took 
away their glasses, their hearing aidesj arxif their dental coverage. The Mental Health
Trust Authority offered to pay matching rrxjriey to get these benefits reinstated, and you

Kjajn offering. Now you want to take away even more,did not agree. Thjs year, they are again w ___....
not allowing for pelople to get wheelchairs las they teed them, the batteries that are 
needed to power them or prosthetic Idevlfoes.

i j I
As you know, every dollar you take away from Medicaid is a dollar that is lost from the

. j _  i r. i - ________• » a _  ii_____n i - A -  m  1a i  Li  I A  n . a  rn L — ^ _____________IX a I _   — AFederal funds proyided to the State of jAlaska. What wili happen if the needs of people

*with disabilities are not met? It will cost state far more to meet this emergency
situations that will be created by your decision to cut necessary benefits.

It is appalling indeed, that every year people must be put into; the position of groveling to
i youyou for the basic necessities of life, when you are talking of giving yourselves a raise!

How can you, in gjood conscience, make c ecisians to cujt into the funding of people who
really need the support to survive?!

Unfortunately, weiin this state have rta1 health insurancejplan that indudes services to 
people with disabilities, and until that fjiapfvens, we should ensure that people with 
disabilities get the equipment and assistiv a devices needed to help them beoxne more 
self-sufficient Mddicaid cuts would be uttsrly inhumane!...Please...dollars can and must 
be found from other sources NOT from se vices to people with disabilities.

Thank you for considering input from lis out here in this community before making your
final decisions ornthe budget Please,; we
tearing away of providing for their basic hdman needs.

all must strive to protect the innocent from the

TOTAL P .01
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March 23,1997

Representative Mark Hanley
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley,

I have reviewed the summary of House Finance committee recommendations for FY98 
operating budget The majority's proposed cuts, on top of reductions the Governor has 
already made, threaten the health and welfare of Alaskans. I understand that budget 
cuts are necessary but I urge you to make slow and steady changes, not drastic ocuts 
that completely devastate people in need.

Alaska, unfortunately, has many serious problems. The highest rate of child abuse and 
domestic violence in t eh nation, over crowded prisons, rapid increase in  serious juvenile 
crime and ever increasing rates of substance abuse make these cuts to our state budget 
not only harmful but will be deadly to some Alaskans. If allowed to stand, these cuts 
will overload the private and non-profit sectors beyond their ability to respond.

I especially urge you to make no cuts in Medicaid at this time. Many Alaskans depend 
upon Medicaid as their only safety net for basic health care I am also concerned that 
substance* abuse is listed as a priority for cuts. As this is a major health problem for 
Alaska am fearful that this will have a devastating im pact

Sincerely,

Karin Schaff
Treatment Services Director 
Volunteers of America

Poat-lt* Fax Note 7671 p * “
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MAR-24-97 MON 10:11 COLONY MIDDLE SCHOOL FAX NO. 9077469559

TO: All Ffcpresentetives and Senators 
FAX: 465 2413

FROM: Cathy Walter, 7th Grade Tear her, Coiony Middle School, Palmer

J? /. 9̂ /̂

Special Projects listed with the AMEREF Minerals Program. This 450,000 matching 
funds has educated many teachers and this in turn, has benefited thousands of 
Alaska students!!!

This line item $50,000 matching funds 
with National Geographic Society 
must be placed back in the budget!!



ALASKA 
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LEAGUE 217 Second Street. Suite 200 ■ Juneau, Alaska 99801 • Tel (907)586-1325. Fax (907)463-5480i^ p )

March 20, 1997

Representative Mark Hanley 
Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley,

We understand that the House Finance Committee will consider a recommendation to 
delete funding for ill? DEC Solid Waste Program. We strongly urge you to reject this 
recom m endation because it will injure local communities and taxpayers.

Currently, the EPA has suspended action on Alaska’s application to manage Alaska’s 
solid waste program. According to the EPA, if Alaska does not manage its solid waste 
program, Alaskan municipalities will not be able to take advantage o f the flexibility 
granted to states under federal statutes. This is projected to cost communities throughout 
the state many millions o f dollars. A concrete example cited in the EPA letter is an $ 18 
million cost savings to Anchorage. In addition, local leaders prefer dealing with an 
Alaskan managed solid waste program instead of giving this vital state function to the 
federal government.

This recommended cut is one o f many being discussed that will negatively impact the 
finances o f municipal governments and taxpayers. The Alaska M unicipal League and 
the Alaska Conference of M ayors urge you to reject any recom m endation tha t 
technically reduces the state budget, bu t actually has the im pact of raising local
taxes. Raising local taxes is not part o f the Legislative Majority’s Five Year Budget 
Strategy and the Majority has already made the commitment not to count new revenues or 
tax increases as part o f the budget reduction goals.

levin Ritchie 
Executive Director

cc: AM L Board o f  D irectors and Legislative Com m ittee 
A laska Conference o f  M ayors 
C om m issioner DEC 
Legislators

C: legcomm:397DECcu(s

Member of the National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties
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M a r c h  26, 1 9 9 7

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r k  H a n l e y

T h i s  w e e k ,  M a r c h  20, I a t t e n d e d  o u r  s e m i - a n n u a l  A l a s k a  S e a f o o d  

P r o c e s s o r s  A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l  A S P A C  m e e t i n g  i n  A n c h o r a g e  h o s t e d  b y  

M s. J a n i c e  A d a i r .  D u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h i s  m e e t i n g  t h e  

i n d u s t r y  w a s  i n f o r m e d  o f  M r .  E v e r e t t  S t o n e ' s  r e t i r e m e n t  f r o m  t h e  

S e a f o o d  I n s p e c t i o n  p r o g r a m  o f  t h e  A D E C .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  g e n e r a l  

c o n s e n s u s  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s i n g  i n d u s t r y  i s  t h a t  E v e r e t t  a l w a y s  

p r e s e n t e d  h i m s e l f  a s  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  S t a t e  

w e l l  e v e n  d u r i n g  t e n s e  a n d  t r y i n g  s i t u a t i o n s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  

w h e n  a s k e d  w h o  w o u l d  b e  h i s  r e p l a c e m e n t ,  w e  w e r e  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  

d u e  t o  t i g h t  b u d g e t s  a n d  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r i o r i t i z a t i o n ,  t h e  

p o s i t i o n  m a y  n o t  b e  f i l l e d .  It m a y  s e e m  s t r a n g e  t h a t  a 

p r o c e s s o r s  w o u l d  w r i t e  t o  y o u  In d e f e n s e  o f  a n  i n s p e c t o r ' s  

p o s i t i o n .  A s  y o u  c a n  i m a g i n e ,  t h e y  g e n e r a l l y  g i v e s  u s  m o r e  

c h a l l e n g e s  t h a n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  b u t ,  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  is 

t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t .

H a v i n g  o n c e  b e e n  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  as a S e c t i o n  C h i e f  I k n o w  

w h a t  a n  a s s e t  a n  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n s p e c t o r  w a s  t o  m o  a n d  t h e  S t a t e .

T h a d  to  s t a n d  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  c a m e r a  o n c e  t o o  o f t e n  

t o  a s s u r e  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  t h a t  t h e i r  f o o d  s u p p l y  w a s  s a f e  

b e c a u s e  it w a s  c o m i n g  f r o m  S t a t e  a p p r o v e d ,  r e g u l a t e d  a n d  

i n s p e c t e d  p r o c e s s i n g  f a c i l i t i e s .  O n  a n o t h e r  o c c a s i o n ,  I h a d  to 

s t a n d  in  f r o n t  o f  a c o m m i s s i o n e r  w h o  h a d  t o o  l i t t l e  p u b l i c  

h e a l t h  b a c k g r o u n d  a n d  d e f e n d  a p r o g r a m  t h a t  c o u l d n ' t  s h o w  

t a n g i b l e  e v i d e n c e  o f  i t s  o u t s t a n d i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e  b e c a u s e  I 

c o u l d n ' t  p r o d u c e  a n  i n j u r e d  b o a y .

I r e t u r n e d  to  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  s o m e  y e a r s  a g o  b e c a u s e  

c a p i t a l i s m  i s  a c o n c e p t  I u n d e r s t a n d  b e t t e r  t h a n  g o v e r n m e n t .  

H a v i n g  a p r o c e s s o r ' s  m i n d ,  I c a n ' t  h e l p  b u t  i n i t i a l l y  b e  p l e a s e d  

a t  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  l e s s  o v e r s i g h t  b y  t h e  S t a t e .  I a d m i t  t h a t  

t h a t  i s  s h o r t  s i t e d  b u t  a n a t u r a l  r e s p o n s e  f r o m  t h e  h e a d .

G r a n t e d  t h e  m a j o r  s e a f o o d  p r o c e s s o r s  a r e  i n c o n v e n i e n c e d  b y  a n  

i n s p e c t o r ' 3 p r e s e n c e  a n d  t h e y  t e n d  t o  r a i s e  a  u n i t e d  v o i c e  w h e n  

it s e r v e s  t h e i r  p u r p o s e s .  S o m e t i m e s  t h o u g h ,  a l o u d  c h o r u s  o f  

v o i c e  s u p p o r t i n g  a f a v o r a b l e  p o s i t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  m o m e n t a r y ’y 

d i s r e g a r d e d .

I w o u l d  s u g g e s t  t h a t  y o u  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  v o i c e s  f r o m  w i t h i n  t h e  

s y s t e m .  T h e  i n s p e c t o r s  a r e  n o t  u n l i k e  t h e  q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l  

s t a f f s  in t h e  i n d u s t r y .  B o t h  g r o u p s  a r e  t h e  f i r e m e n .  W h e n  t h e y

P 'K te& lJo& i o f 2 u a lt iq  A la s k a  Sea fo o d  A



To: Representative Hanley From: Harmon Blanch 206-612-0347 3/26/97 16 49:02 Page 2 of 3

d o  t h e  j o b  r i g h t ,  y o u  t o  w o r k  a n d  g o  h o m e  w i t h  l i t t l e  r e g a r d  to  

t h e i r  v i g i l a n c e .  T h a t  " r i g h t "  j o b  is  t h e  o n e  t h a t  f i n d s  t h e  

c h e e s e  t h a t  k i l l s  t h e  p r e g n a n t  m o t h e r s .  It f i n d s  t h e  p e s t i c i d e  

a d u l t e r a t e d  w a t e r m e l o n s  o n  a 4 th o f  J u l y  w e e k e n d .  A n d ,  it  g e t s  

t h e  t o x i c  s h e l l f i s h  o u t  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r s  k i t c h e n  b e f o r e  t h e

d i n n e r .  T h e  o t h e r  g o o d  t h e y  d o  is s o m e t i m e s  o v e r l o o k e d  u n t i l

t h e  j o b  i s n ' t  b e i n g  d o n e .  I w o u l d  s u g g e s t  y o u  c o n s i d e r  t h i s

s h o r t  l i s t ;

1. T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  h e l p s  k e e p  t h e  i n d u s t r y  c e r t i f i e d  w i t h  

t h e  F D A  s o  t h a t  w e  c a n  e x p o r t  i n t o  t h e  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n .

2. It k e e p s  a n  e y e  o n  t h e  s m a l l  t h e r m a l  p r o c e s s o r s  a n d

s m o k e r s  ( t h e  m o s t  c r i t i c a l  a n d  p o t e n t i a l l y  d a n g e r o u s  

s e c t o r )  w h o  d o n ' t  h a v e  a d e q u a t e l y  t r a i n e d  t e c h n i c a l  

s t a f f s .  B y  k e e p i n g  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  s a f e  o u r  b u s i n e s s  a n d  

c a p i t a l  i n v e s t m e n t  s t a y s  s o u n d .

3. It  s t a n d s  i n  f o r  t h e  U S D C  w h e n  l o t  i n s p e c t i o n s  a r e  

n e e d e d  f o r  d i r e c t  s h i p m e n t .
4. it  k e e p s  t h e  S t a t e ' s  s h e l l f i s h  p r o g r a m  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  

w i t h  t h e  F e d e r a l  p r o g r a m .

5. I t  a s s i s t s  i n  a " S a l m o n  C o n t r o l  P l a n "  l i k e  p r o g r a m  s o  

t h a t  d i r e c t  s h i p m e n t s  c a n  b e  m a d e  o u t  o f  t h e  U S.

6. I t  k e e p s  t h e  S t a t e ' 3 r e d  m e a t  p r o g r a m  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  

t h e  U S D A ' s  p r o g r a m .

7. It i n s p e c t s  e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  g r o c e r y  s t o r e s  t o  p u b l i c  

b a t h s .  T h i s  s u p p o r t s  t h e  y e a r  r o u n d  p o p u l a t i o n  a s  w e l l  

a s  t h e  s e a s o n a l  p r o c e s s i n g  s t a f f s  a n d  v e s s e l s .

M o s t  o f  t h i s  b u r d e n  f a l l s  o n  t h e  i n s p e c t o r s .

B e f o r e  a d e c i s i o n  i s  m a d e  t o  c u t  o r  n o t  f u n d  a p o s i t i o n ,  I w o u l d  

s u g g e s t  t h a t  y o u  r e v i e w  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  

h e a l t h  c f  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s .  W h e n  y o u  c o n s i d e r  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  

s q u a r e  m i l e s  t h a t  m a k e  u p  A l a s k a ' s  m a i n l a n d  a n d  i s l a n d s  a n d  h o w  

f e w  i n s p e c t o r s  a r e  u s e d  t o  m o n i t o r  t h e m ,  t h e i r  i s n ' t  a s t a t e  

t h a t  d o e s  it b e t t e r .  A l a s k a ' s  p r o g r a m s  f r e q u e n t l y  a r e  u s e d  a s  

m o d e l s  f o r  o t h e r  s t a t e s .  T h a t  is b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  w e l l  m a n a q e d  

a n d  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e .

A l s o  i n  y o u r  d e c i s i o n s  m a k i n g  p r o c e s s ,  k e e p  i n  m i n d  t h a t  t h e  

K o d i a k  p o s t  is n o t  j u s t  a K o d i a k  p o s i t i o n .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  

a l r e a d y  s h o r t  h a n d e d  s i t u a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  c r o s s  

u t i l i z a t i o n ,  i t  d o e s  w o r k  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e .

O n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h o  s h o u l d  p a y  f o r  t h e  K o d i a k  p o s i t i o n ,  t h e  

i n d u s t r y  i 3 n o w  p a y i n g  f e e s  t o  t h e  S t a t e  f o r  o u r  p r o c e s s i n g  

p e r m i t s .  I w o u l d  a s s u m e  t h a t  t h e  f e e s  w e r e  i n s t i t u t e d  t o  c o v e r  

t h e  c o s t  o f  i n s p e c t i n g  o u r  f a c i l i t i e s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  I b e l i e v e  w e  

h a v e  a l r e a d y  d o n e  o u r  p a r t  a n d  p a i d  f o r  t h e  p o s t .  A s i d e  f r o m  
t h a t ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e  S t a t e  h a s  a n  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  f u n d  p r o g r a m s  o u t  

o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  f u n d  t h a t  a d d r e s s  b a s i c  p u b l i c  h e a l t h .  T h e  

K o d i a k  p o s i t i o n  i s  n o t  j u s t  a S e a f o o d  p o s t ,  i t  is  a l s o  a  g e n e r a l  

s a n i t a r i a n  p o s i t i o n .
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In c l o s i n g ,  g r a n t  m e  t h e  l u x u r y  o r  d r e d g i n g  m y  m e m o r y .  W h e n  I 

w a s  w i t h  t h e  A D E C  I w a s  t o l d  t o  d o  m o r e  w i t h  l e s s .  T h a t  w a s  t e n  

y e a r s  a g o .  T h e  p r o g r a m  w a s  u n d e r  f u n d e d  t h e n  a n d  p o s i t i o n s  w e r e  

v a c a n t  d u e  t o  l a c k  o f  m o n e y .  A t  c h a t  t i m e ,  I d i d n ' t  h a v e  t h e  

s t a f f  o r  r e s o u r c e s  to i n s p e c t  e v e r y  f a c i l i t y  t h a t  w a s  o f f e r e d  a 

p e r m i t .  I t h i n k  i f  y o u  l o o k  a t  t h e  r e c o r d s  t o d a y ,  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  

t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  p r o c e s s o r s  w h o  p u t  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  i n t o  
i n t e r s t a t e  a n d  i n t r a s t a t e  c o m m e r c e  w i t h o u t  y e a r l y  i n s p e c t i o n s .

S o m e t i m e s ,  y o u  t o  j u s t  h a v e  t o  p a y  f o r  i n s u r a n c e  a n d  f i r e m e n  a n d  

p r a y  t h a t  y o u r  h o u s e  n e v e r  c a t c h e s  o n  f i r e .  B e f o r e  y o u  m a k e  a 

f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  S e a f o o d  S e c t i o n ' s  b u d g e t ,  I w o u l d  

s u g g e s t  y o u  g i v e  Ms .  A d a i r  a n d  M r. S o a r e s  a h e a r i n g .  I h a v e  

w o r k e d  w i t h  M r .  S o a r e s  o n  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  f e n c e .  H e  i3  a m a n  

t o  b e  t r u s t e d .  I h a v e  w o r k e d  w i t h  M s. A d a i r  f o r  a  m u c h  s h o r t e r  

p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  b u t  l i k e w i s e  t r u s t  h e r  j u d g m e n t  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  

a b i l i t i e s .

S i n c e r e ! v .

IN C

C o r p o r a t e  Q u a l i t y  C o n t r o l  M a n a g e r



Cook Ink t Tribal Council, Inc.
m  t - m  r y i w r c -  r » i w w «  I a - ^ v

March 17, 1996

RECEIVED

Representative Mark Hanley m r  2  4 m /
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley:

We have reviewed the proposed reductions regarding the Department o f Health and 
Social Services budget for fiscal year 1998. Although we applaud the efforts o f the 
legislature to trim spending and downsize the state government, we are concerned that the 
proposed budget reductions will negatively impact the opportunities that will ensure the 
success o f welfare reform.

We are asking the legislature to reinstate the $6.6 million in reinvestment funds into the 
Department o f Health and Social Services budget for fiscal year 1998. The reinvestment 
funding will'allow DHHS to increase efforts in assisting A f DC recipients transition into 
productive employment opportunities. It is essential that the Department of Health and 
Social Services receive fu ll appropriation o f  the $6.6 million in reinvestment dollars. 
These reinvestment dollars will assist in successful transitional services such as; work 
activities, child care and teen parent support.

To meet newly imposed federal work requirements the state will have to double current 
efforts with regard to work and training programs. Without these reinvestment dollars it 
will be extremely hard for DHSS to meet the significant challenges proposed by welfare 
reform. If we do not take a pro-active role in welfare reform and ensure that the needed 
resources such as, child care and welfare to work services are available to AFDC 
recipients the costs will only increase and will become even more burdensome upon the 
state in future years.

Sincerely,

Roberta Oskolkoff 
Cook Inlet Tribal Council

670 W. Fireweed Lane, Suite 200 • Anchorage, Alaska 99503-2578 • (907) 265-5900 • FAX (907) 265-5947



LINDA J. BRANCHFLOWER
P.O. BOX 100222 

A n ch o rag e , A K  9 9 5 1 0 -0 2 2 2

M arch  5, 1997

R e p re s e n ta tiv e  M ark  H an ley  
H o u se  o f  R ep re se n ta tiv e s  
S ta te  C ap ito l 
Ju n ea u , A K  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

R e p re s e n ta t iv e  H an ley :

1 am  a board  m em ber fo r V ictim s fo r Ju stice . I am  also  a police  
d e te c t iv e  in  th e  H o m ic id e  U n it o f  th e  A n c h o ra g e  P o lic e  
D e p a r tm e n t. I see  f ir s t  h an d  how  v ic tim s  are  tre a ted  by ? 
ju d ic ia l  sy stem  th a t is m o re  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  d e fe n d an t's  rig h ts  
th an  th ose  o f  the v ic tim .

V ic tim  i fo r Ju s tic e  is the  o n lv  o rg a n iz a tio n  in the s ta te  th a t 
p ro v id e s  su p p o rt to v ic tim s  an d  s u rv iv o rs  o f  v io le n t c r im e . 
T h e  o rg a n iz a tio n  c o n tin u e s  to o p e ra te  w ith  o n ly  th ree  s ta f f  
p eo p le , bu t the dem ands o f  the g ro u p  th a t V FJ serves con tin u es  
to g row .

W e a re  g ra te fu l for the le g is la tiv e  su p p o rt V FJ has rece iv ed  in 
the  p a s t and  re q u e s t th a t you  c o n tin u e  to su p p o rt V ic tim s fo r 
J u s tic e  in the  fu tu re  by in c re a s in g  the  a p p ro p ria tio n  fo r th is 
o r g a n iz a t io n .

B o ard  M em ber, V ic tim 's  F or Ju stic e
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the
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Testifier

Representing (Optional) f

r ' y  r  -  1 5 - j z v  _____________________________________________________

Phone No.
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CHARLES YOUNG 
Pastor

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF SITKA
303 Kimsham, Sitka, AJaska 99835-7124

M arch 21,1997
C hurch (907) 747-8775 
Hom e (907) 747-8425

State of Alaska
H ouse Finance C om mittee
Juneau, AK

Dear friends,

Please en ter into the record this testim ony.

I w rite as an  active Board M em ber of S/ckan's A gainst Family Violence. In that 
capacity I am  w riting to you concerning HB 75.

It is im perative that everyth ing  possible be done to provide the h ighest possible 
funding, and  therefore, resources, for victim s of violence and  violent crimes.

A laskan's, as A m erican's in general, recognize the dam age being done to our society 
- and to thousands of indiv iduals in ou r society - because of m any kinds of violence. 
H ow ever, a great am ount of that suffering and dam age goes unnoticed by m uch of 
the general public, because it is dom estic violence - violence bem g com m ited in  the 
last place violence should  happen, the hom e. A nd violence corrLnited against those 
least able to physically defend them selves - w om en and children.

I can attest personally to the value of the SAFV shelter and  its p rogram s in Sitka. 
Domestic violence is not stranger to "decent C hristian families" w ho need dom estic 
violence services m ore than m any folks realize. As a pastor I can tell you that I see 
diese needs up  close, and  our com m unities and people cannot be w ithou t services 
and survive.

I trust that you are already well aw are of the excellent record of services provided 
by our S tate 's dom estic violence shelters and  program s. A service record tha t w orks 
against very difficult odds and  circum stances. That record is also your record 
because of past funding. Thank you for that support. Please continue to help our 
dom estic violence shelters and program s by your full su p p o rt of HB 75 at its full 
funding  level.

If I may add  any further personal su p p o rt to this w ritten  testim ony, please feel free 
to contact m e by phone.

Sincerely,
/

U n ite d  M e tn o d i s t  u n u r c n  o i  s m c a
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S t a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  Re: S t a t e  P a r k s  B u d g e t  C u t s  

D e a r  S i rs,

O u r  f o u r  p a r k s  in  S i t k a  a r e  m a d e  g o o d  u s e  o f  b y  a l l  Sltlcans.

W e  h a v e  a s h o r t  r o a d  s y s t e m  o n  t he i s l a n d  w h i c h  c o n c e n t r a t e s  o u t d o o r  

e n j o y m e n t  to t h e s e  f o u r  m u c h  u s e d  p a r k s .

S t a t e  f u n d i n g  is n e e d e d  to c o n t i n u e  to m a i n t a i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  

f or t h o s e  o f  us  w i t h o u t  b o a t s ,  o n  t h i s  i s l a n d  of  l i m i t e d  r e c r e a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

'X

D o r i s  a n d  T a r l e t o n  S m i t h  

3 4 0 7  H P R  

S i t k a ,  A K  9 9 8 3 5
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NATIVE VILLAGE OF BARROW 

INCIPIAT TRADITIONAL 
GOVERNMENT

RECEIVED 

MAR 2 4 199/

March 18, 1997

Representative Mark Hanley
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley,

We have reviewed the proposedreductionscregardingthe Department o f  Health and Social 
Services budget for fiscal year 1998L. Although we applaud the efforts o f the legislature to 
trim spending and downsize the state government, w e-a’e concerned that the proposed 
budget reductions will negatively impact theopportunitifes that will ensure the success o f
welfare reform. ' ) .

1 k t •,
( v

We are asking the legislature to reinstate the $6.6 million in reinvestment funds into the 
Department o f Health and Social! Services budgft for fiseafyear 1998. The reinvestment 
funding will allow DHSS to increase efforts in assisting AFDC recipients transition into 
productive employment opportunities It is essential that the Department o f  Health and 
Social Services receive full appn^riation o f the $6.6miUibq in reinvestment dollars.
These reinvestment dollars wilTisaisfinsuccessfitftranatjmwl services such as; work 
activities, child care and teen paBan^supporfeii 4 4

To meet newly imposed federal:wofk/eqirirements thd state will have to double current 
efforts with regard to work and trainfngprograms.''Without these reinvestment dollars it 
will be extremely hard for DHSS to m eetthe significant challenges proposed by welfare 
reform. If we do not take a pro-active rote in welfare reform and ensure that the needed 
resources such as, child care and welfare to work serves are available to AFDC recipients 
the costs will only increase and will become even more burdensome upon the state in 
further years. .

• v !I
Sincerely, ' ,

Arnold Brower, Jr. , 
President

P.O . Box 1139 • Barrow, Alaska 9 9 7 2 3  • (9 0 7 )8 5 2 -4 4 1 1  • Fax (907) 8 5 2 -8 8 4 4
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March 21, 1997

Southcentral
COUNSELING CENTER
4020 Fclker Street • Anchorage. Alaska 99508 

RECEIVED

MAR 2 4  1997

(907) 563-1000 
FAX 563-2045

Representative Mark Hanley 
House o f Representatives 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley

I have reviewed the proposed budget reductions for the State Medicaid Program and the impact 
analysis by DHSS.

The impact o f the reduction o f services through the elimination o f Medicaid options would be 
devastating for people who suffer severe mental illness. If the department eliminates additional 
options, the targeted case management (Substance Abuse and Mental Health) and the 
rehabilitative services (Substance Abuse and Mental Health) options would be lost.

1,071 severely mentally ill adults and 295 severely emotionally disturbed adults received services 
from our organization in FY96. O f those numbers, 699 received rehabilitation services and 
approximately 1200 received targeted case management services, both supported through the 
Medicaid Program. These groups are very high risk for hospitalization and other intensive care 
when not appropriately served in the community. The services which have been developed for 
them over the past 7-10 years have allowed for reduction o f size o f the state mental institution, 
API.

During FY96, Southcentral Counseling Center also served 602 children in treatment programs. 
Approximately 150 severely emotionally disturbed children receiving targeted case management 
and rehabilitative services supported by the Medicaid program.

The services handed through the Medicaid program have been developed as a vital part of the 
infrastructure o f the community mental health service system. The options most at risk serve the 
highest risk populations which are successfully being served in our community. Please use 
caution with any funding scenario which places this program at risk.

Sincerely,

|Vs V   r  x - y

Ken Taylor 
Executive Director

umtMwtv

Operated by Anchorage Community Mental Health Services, Inc. (ACMHS), 
a private nonproiit organization



March 21, 1997 REC ' z

Mr. Hanley, &

I understand the Child Care Grant Program is on the chopping block. 
Representative Vic Kohring who chairs the Finance Committee's Subcommittee 
on the budget for the Department of community & Regional Affairs has 
recommended a $1 million dollar cut to this program.

I have been a licensed provider for 13 years. This program has helped me 
maintain o consistently high quality of care. The funds I received from this 
program have enabled me to purchase age appropriate equipment.

When I need a new set of manipulative toys, such as Leggos, I need to buy two 
or three sets. Six to eight children playing with one set cause only stress and 
arguments. This means a new set of toys costs me $100-$150. Check the 
prices of quality toys the next time you’re out shopping, you’ll understand.

Art materials such as construction paper, paints, playdoh, etc must always be 
replaced. When children are allowed to create freely, they use these surprisingly 
fast. Much of the Child Care Grant funds I receive go to educational and creative 
supplies.

I also consider this money necessary when providing care for Day Care 
Assistance eligible parents. My rates are higher than the reimbursed rate. I 
have waived the extra for parents many times, as many providers do. I will not 
be able to consider this break for low income parents if I do not receive the Child 
Care Grant.

As you probably know, The Federal Food Program is being cut as of July 1,
1997. With the loss of this program, I will be raising my rates $55.00 per month.
If the Child Care Grant Program is eliminated, I will have to raise my rates an 
additional 22.00 per month, in order to provide the same quality of care I do now.

Please vote against any changes to the Child Care Grant Program.

Pat Addison 
1917 Waldron Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99507 
(907) 562-0547
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March 14, 1997
Northland Pioneer Grange No. 1 
P.O. Box 2304 
Palmer, Alaska

Dear Representative Kubina:

At the regular meeting of the Northland Pioneer Grange No. 1 on March 13, it 
was agreed that I should write you regarding the budgeting process for 
Agriculture.

The Northland Pioneer Grange No. 1 is an agricultural and rural community 
oriented organization; a chapter of the National Grange. It was chartered in 1934 
and has supported agriculture and rural problems of Alaska ever since. 0>’- 48 
member group has the following concerns regarding the funding of the jska 
Division of Agriculture. It presently is being support by funds from the 
Agricultural Revolving Load Fund, which will not last very long. The Grange 
had previously written to the governor’s Loan Fund Task Force saying that we 
supported the formation of ARLF in 1953 and since that time. It is our 
understanding that the ARLF was designed to be a revolving loan fund and only 
funds for its direct operation were to be used fo r other than agricultural loans. 
Unless the law has been changed we feel that is still the legislative intent for the

The Division of Agriculture has legal mandates and important functions that assist 
the agriculture industry and Alaska consumers. Budget requirements for these 
functions should be funded through the regular budgeting process.

If you have questions o r would like more informaPon from  us, I can be reached 
at he address above or by phone at 745-3165.

Sigmund H. Restad, Master 
Northland Pioneer Grange No. 1

cc: Tony Knowles, Governor 
Pete Kelly, Representative 
Mark Hanley, Representative

ARLF.



Kenaitze Indian Tribe /. R. A.
P.O. BOX 988 

KENAI, ALASKA 99611 
(907) 283-3633 

Fax (907) 283-3052

March 20,1997

Representative Mark Hanley

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

R E C  EI VEl

mar 2 4 m ,

Dear Representative Mark Hanley:

As advocates for our Tribal Members and other Alaskan Natives/Native Americans 
residing within our service delivery area, the Kenaitze Indian Tribe, IRA strongly opposes 
the proposed Department o f Health and Social Services budget cuts for fiscal year 1998.

Although we feel there is a need to trim the budget and downsize state government, we 
are concerned that the proposed budget reductions will negatively impact the oppor­
tunities that will ensure the success o f  welfare reform. We are therefore asking the 
legislature to reinstate the $6.6 million in reinvestment funds into the Department o f 
Health and Social Services budget for fiscal year 1998. The reinvestment funding will not 
only allow DHSS to increase efforts in assisting AFDC recipients transition into 
productive employment opportunities, but will also assist in successful transitional services 
such as; work, activities, child care and teen parent support. Without these reinvestment 
dollars, it wiii be extremely difficult for DHSS to meet the challenges imposed by welfare 
reform.

Sincerely,

Rita Smagge 
Executive Director 
Kenaitze Indian Tribe, IRA



Corporation
601 W. 5th Avenue. Suite 200 • Anchorage. AK 99501-2225 •  (907) 279-5516 Facsimile (907) 272-5060 

March 24, 1997
O fflcm  o t  th »  P re B ld » n t

RECEIVED
Hon. Mark Hanley, Co-Chair
House Finance Committee 2 6 19^'
House of Representatives 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley:

The Calista Corporation's shareholders urge the House Finance Committee to reconsider its proposed cuts to 
the Department of Community and Regional Affairs. This Department has provided important service to the 
villages and cities of our region. With the decreasing state financial aid to communities, it is critical that 
cities and villages be provided with financial and managerial advice and counseling. These services cannot 
be afforded by our smaller communities through the private sector and yet they are critical to a healthy local 
government that can continue to provide health, public safety, water and sewer and general services to their 
residents.

The Rural Utility Business Advisor (RUBA) program is an example of a worthwhile and valuable program 
provided by DCRA that is slated for virtual elimination. Even though the RUBA program is scheduled to 
receive federal grant money from EPA the House Finance Committee has cut the required state match and 
denied the agency's authority to receive federal funding. This program has helped our communities prepare 
for the administration and management of newly provided water and sewer utilities. Without the RUBA 
program '  help many of our communities would not be prepared to operate, maintain and manage their newly 
constructed water and sewer systems. This would result in the investments made by the federal and state 
construction agencies being put at risk. This program can help our local governments manage personnel, 
collect user fees, correctly keep financial books, deal with federal tax issues and generally keep the sanitation 
services to our communities going.

In summary, Calista Corporation urges the House and Senate Finance Committees to avoid cutting programs 
that are essential to our communities. Please restore funding sufficient for RUBAs required state natch and 
allow the DCRA to receive federal funding to help overcome the affects of your budget cutting. It seems ill 
advised to not only cut state funding to this program but to further not allow the program to receive federal 
support that would at least maintain current levels of service to our communities.

CALISTA CORPORATION

President



RECEIVED JOAN M. ANTONSON 
1026 Barrow St. 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3647 
(907) 276-1946

\ \ $ (  2 6  1997

March 23, 1997

Mark Hanley, Finance Committee Co-chair 
House o f Representatives 
Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley:

I am among Alaskans who want state funds carefully spent. I also want the state’s 
programs and activities regularly and carefully reviewed. Some of the recent budget reductions 
made by subcommittees o f the House Finance Committee trouble me because I do not believe 
adequate studies o f the impacts were made. Some of the cuts will mean reductions in federal 
funds coming to Alaska. Other cuts will eliminate jobs and essential state services. Loss money 
and fewer people receiving paychecks will have a negative effect on Alaska’s economy.

One of the cuts made was to the small State Historic Preservation Pingram. A look at the 
budget page for that program shows a $1,200,000 program. Over half o f the total, however, is 
authorization to receive, NOT money. The state’s real investment in the program is $291,000, a 
small investment to help developers comply with state and federal laws regarding historic and 
archaeological resources. That small investment is leveraged to bring in federal and non-federal 
dollars to the state totalling over a million dollars. The proposed one-third cut of $94,000 to a 
small well-run program jeopardizes all o f the federal funds as well as the authorization to receive 
funds. This does not seem wise or carefully researched.

Thank you for reading this letter. V/ould you take a little more time to review the cut to 
the State Historic Preservation Program? Please consider the Governor’s budget figure a better
alternative.

Sincerely,

Joan M. Antonson
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ALASKA CHAPTER

national electrical 
contractors association, inc.
712 West 36th Av«nu« • Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
(907) 561-1958 • FAX (907) 561-8633

March 22, 1997

Representative Mark Hanley 
Co-Chair, House Finance Committee 
Alaska House of Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 507 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

VIA FAX TO  (907)465-2418

Dear Representative Hanley:

1 just left the Legislative Information Office in Anchorage so I could fax some 
testimony to your committee for consideration in your budget deliberations. Our 
organization represents electrical contractors throughout the State of Alaska. We are 
concerned with the proposed cuts in the Department of Labors budget for FY 98, 
especially following the cuts made last year.

The Department of Labor is charged with several responsibilities, including 
enforcement of Wage and Hour requirements, Mechanical Inspection (including electrical 
inspections) and Occupational Safely and Health. As an employer association 
representing employers in the construction industry, we are concerned with maintaining 
responsible levels of wages, benefits and working conditions for the employees of not only 
the firms we represent, but all employees in the industry. Maintaining a level playing field 
for all who compete in our industry is important to our employers and their employees. 
Adequate and consistent enforcement of existing wage and hour requirements, safety 
regulations and installation standards is vital to that level playing field. At current levels of 
funding, enforcement activity is at a minimum. In fact, two inspector positions were 
eliminated last year due to budget cuts (one electrical inspector and one boiler inspector), 
leaving the northern portion of the State without an electrical inspector.

THE TOP OF THE WORLD CHAPTER



Representative Hanley 
March 22, 1997 
Page 2

Active inspection of electrical, plumbing and boiler and pressure vessel installations 
is an important public safety function. Rural areas that cannot support building safety 
departments depend on State inspectors to provide at least a minimal amount of inspection 
activity which combined with the licensing requirements that Labor also enforces gives 
some assurance that installations meet the minimum code requirements adopted by the 
State. We urge you and your committee to not reduce the level of these activities any 
further.

I would like to point out that employees working for our contractor members pay 
the Department of Labor fees for certificates of fitness for their classifications. These fees 
were increased substantially L.i the recent past to $80 per year which is more than double 
the fees paid in other northv est states. It only seems fair that a minimum level of service 
could be provided in light r f  their willingness to help support the program.

Recent comparisons of bid estimates put together by our contractors made against 
the reported hours of competitors’ wage and hour reports have revealed significant and 
consistent differences in the amount of hours estimated by our contractors versus those 
actually reported by the successful bidders. Certainly not all contractors will have the 
same amount of hours estimated to perform a project, but the differences are significant 
enough to cause concern. Without adequate enforcement of the wage and hour 
requirements and even education of the employers and employees as to the requirements, 
the playing field tilts in favor of those employers not meeting the requirements.

We realize that your committee has a difficult job and judging by the testimony I 
heard and the large number of people preser.t to testify, I can see what you’re up against. 
We are asking for your consideration on behalf of responsible and active employers and 
the people they employ to fund an adequate Department of Labor budget.

Sincere!' ,
Alaska Chapter, NECA

Steven F. Boyd ^
Chapter Manager



Copper River School District
G! -nnaUen 
Kenny Lake 
Lottie Spa rks

Chlatochlna 
Copper Center 
Gakona

Superintendent’s Office 
Box 108
Glennallen, Alaska 99588 
(907) 822*3234 
(907) 822*3949 FAX

March 20, 1997

House of Representatives Finance Committee 5  19q
Alaska State Legislature ?
State Capitol (MS3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Legislators:

The purpose of this letter is to em phatically sta te  the Copper River School 
District's strong support of the Copper Valley Economic Development Council 
(CVED). I realfre money is scarce bu t eliminating the Economic Development 
Council is an unwise way to attem pt to save money. The Council provides an 
invaluable service to the com m unity and, in the long run , saves our 
government money.

Our school district has benefited tremendously, directly and indirectly, from 
the services of CVED! It is primarily responsible for the Interactive Television 
system which provides such a vital service to our district. Our schools are as 
m uch as 140 miles from each other and ITV has helped unify students and 
staff, saved time, and enriched our educational program.

The CVED assisted coordinating our school-to-work program. The director has 
carried through with this project from the initial grant writing to visiting the 
schools to working directly with the students.

G rant writing and coordination have been the major contributions of this 
agency. Countless ind'viduals and businesses have benefited from this aspect 
of their work. They identify available sources, process and update applications, 
and keep abreast of activity. The office has repeatedly gone the second mile 
with individuals helping them an d /o r businesses to work out a financial plan, 
going to the bank to assist with applications, creating profitability plans, and 
num erous other services.

Another cost effective service is the welfare grant. The Council is assisting 
individuals get off welfare and into the work force. This is an example of 
spending money in order to save money. Their service to hum an dignity 
cannot be measured.



Legislative Finance Committee 
March 20, 1997 
Page 2

A survey was done for the National Park Service to determine what concessions 
were needed inside the Park. This information was given to local people who 
would develop the necessary services, rather than contract to Lower 48 firms.

When a stable economic base is present in a community, people remain in the 
com m unity ra ther than  live a migratory lifestyle. CVED has brought more 
people into our community and helped bring stability. We are grateful for this 
outcome.

We do not have the facilities available to u s  th a t are p resen t in larger 
communities. CVED has filled the gap of a  lack of public and private agencies.

We strongly support the continuance of the Economic Development Councils. 
P leas' ao not eliminate their service.

Sincerely,

Dr. J . Patrick Doyle, Jr. 
Superintendent



Rural A laska  
C o m m u n ity  A c tion  Program, Inc.

State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Hanley,

I am writing to you on behalf of rural Alaskan children whose health and future 
are in the hands of decision makers like yourself. Those of us serving the 
population in rural Alaska have a unique system. We rely on our Public Health 
Nurses to provide essential preventive health sen/ices to people who otherwise 
don’t have a provider. Head Start families look forward to the “PHN” coming to 
their village for physicals, TB tests, immunizations, education, counseling, 
advice, and a link to the larger referral system. The people love and trust their 
PHN -  the children and adults have very meaningful, trusting relationships with 
them that enhances their physical and mental wellbeing.

We've been informed that the prospect for an increase in future PHN funding is 
grim. This is an alarming prospect for our Head Start families. The increasing 
cost of travel and supplies necessitates an increase just to keep the current 
levels of service. Aside from that, we all know how difficult it is to recruit and 
retain experienced PHN’s in some regions of the state. When we get qualified 
practitioners we need to be sure to keep them through incentives like funding for 
continuing education, attractive salaries and adequate housing.

Any decrease in funding for Public Health Nursing would adversely affect the 
health of rural children and their entire families. The Head Start program would 
see an immediate decrease in compliance of its Health Component if nurses do 
not travel to the villages. The alt smative is for children to be flown to a regional 
hub, or to not have services at all. It’s essential that children get off to a good, 
healthy start so they can go on to succeed, learn and grow in our public schools. 
RurAL CAP appreciates your continuing support for these essential services. If 
you have any questions about the impact of the PHN on children’s health, please 
contact my office at 800-478-7227. Thank You.

Representative Mark Hanley

March 21, 1997 RECEIVED

MR 2 5 1997

Shirley PittCM .S/jfirector 
Rural Head Start

C h ild  D e v e lo p m e n t • P .O .Box 2 0 0 9 0 8 . A n c h o ra g e , A la s k a  9 9 5 2 0 *  (907) 2 7 9 -2 5 1 1. F A X  (907) 279 -634 3



A laska Native Brotherhood
C a m p  No. 2, Inc.

M arch  2 1 ,1 9 9 7

The Honorable Mark Hanley 
Chairman, Finance Subcommittee 
House of Representatives 
State Capital-MS 3101 
Juneau,Ak 99801-1182

Dear Mr., Hanley

The Juneau Camp of the Alaska Native Brotherhood opposes any reduction in 
the Division of Subsistence’s Budget. Your subcommittee proposes to reduce the 
Division's budget by $115,000,the impact of which would be the closure of field offices in 
Nome, Ft,Yukon and Angoon. Effectively, that means no Division of Subsistence 
representation in these areas.

The Juneau ANB fails to comprehend the rationale in decreasing the 
effectiveness of the State of Alaska in fish and wild life management .while at the same 
time making efforts to assume management of fish, wildlife, lands and navigable waters 
waters in all of Alaska.

We ask that the legislature also fund the Division of habitat and the Division of 
Wildlife Conservation^ levels that results in sound management of Alaska's wild stocks 
of fish and wildlife and critical habitat areas.

Respectfully,

Jeffrey Anderson 
President

320 West Willoughby Avenue, Suite 100 • Juneau, AK 99801 • (907) 586-2049 • Fax (907) 586-3301



RECEIVED

MAR 2 5 1997
Steve Monroe 
P.O. Box 231 
Homer, Alaska 

99603
Dear Legislators,
My name is Steve, I need the M ental Health case management services and also the Annex here in Homer. 
W ithout either o f  these services [ know I would be devastated,, i know I speak for everyone else here at the 
Annex also. [ need it for practicing social skills, Also the Annex is a good and safe environm ent for me and 
others with this long term mental illness cord ition . I have Paranoid Scyzophrenia. Acute,. W ithout help 
with meds and help that the annex offers us d to n g  a crisis, I feel alot o f  us would become homeless and 
outcasts again. Ive made alot o f  friends here at the annex who have the same problem s with mental illness. 
Chris Anderson is my case m anager, and without him alot o f  good that could happen for me and others 
wouldnt. Right now Chris and I are w orking on getting a grant that would help to get me onto my own piece 
o f  property and a trailer to live in. Ive never had anything like that and it will really be great when it 
happens. Im considered hom eless at the moment, and Id be one happy fellow to live som ewhere and 
actually have a real home!!. Judy here at the Annex is like Mom to me and without her lifting my spirits and 
letting me know things are going to be alright, I would be real lost without her smiling caring face,. This 
Legaslative change in the M ental Health services would effect alot o f  people in a disastrous way, so please 
dont cut out the case workers or the annex. I also need alot o f  dental work done and a new pair o f  glasses. 
A lso the cost o f  living is so high , and the annex has facilities to shower and do laundry and also have a 
good hot lunch every day. G od B less you all and please dont close the annex.
Sincerely „

onroe
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CITY OF PETERSBURG
W A T E R  &  W A S T E W A T E R  U TILITIES 

P.O . BOX 329 • PETERSBU RG, A L A SK A  99833 

T E L EPH O N E  (907) 772-3787 

T ELEC O PIER  (907) 772-4102

March 24, 1997

The Honorable Vic Kohring
Chair, House Finance Subcommittee MAR 2 6
State Capital, Room 421 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Subject: Elimination o f ADEC’s Solid Waste Program

Dear Representative Kohring:

It has come to my attention that you have put a proposal before the House 
Finance Subcommittee to eliminate the Department o f Environmental Conservation’s, 
Solid Waste Program. At first glance, your proposal is very attractive. It eliminates 
$800,000.00 from State General Funds, eliminates a program that, on the surface, 
would probably be better handled by the Federal Government dealing directly with 
municipalities and private operators. However, I must say, and with no disrespect 
intended, there are no long-term benefits to the proposal and it does not have the best 
interest o f  the State, municipalities or citizens o f Alaska in mind.

As a water & wastewater utility manager I deal with Federal & State 
regulated programs on a daily basis. Some are easier to comply with than others. 
Those programs that the State has primacy on usually have language that allow for 
flexibility and the program can be tailored to each municipality or site. Federal 
programs do not allow flexibility and require that the ."jderal law be followed “to the 
letter” whether the site is in Boston, Ma or Petersburg,Ak. I would much rather deal 
with Alaskan’s that work for ADEC on Alaskan issues than professional bureaucrats 
from Seattle, that have never been to Alaska, wanting to solve pollution problems 
that do not exist here in the State.

This proposal appears to be budget driven. It is my opinion that this may 
save the State $800,000.00 per year, but in the long run, as municipalities begin to 
spend and deplete their revenues and reserves on compliance issues, more and more 
pressure, from funding requests, will be placed on the State Budget for Capital 
Project funds to improve facilities to meet and comply with regulations.

Finally, the Department o f Environmental Conservation has committed a lot 
o f  time and effort in building and negotiating an acceptable Solid Waste Program
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March 24, 1997

w i'h the U.S. EPA, it would be a shame to throw all o f  it away not mention the loss 
o f  very talented and knowledgeable employees associated with this program.

If  you have any questions concerning this matter please feel free to contact
me.

Sincerely,

BrucevR. Jor
Superintendent

BJ/EW

Cc: House Finance Committee Members;
The Honorable M ark Hanley, Room 507^  
The Honorable Gene Therriault, Room 5111 
The Honorable Eldon Mulder, Room 501 
The Honorable Ben Grussendor£ Room 415 
The Honorable Gary Davis, Room 513 
The Honorable Richard Foster, Room 410 
The Honorable Pete Kelly, Room 411 
The Honorable Terry Martin, Room 502 
The Honorable John Davies, Room 422 
The Honorable Carl Mose.\ Room 521
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ALASKAN DUED POODS
3017 Clinum Drive Suite 100 Juneau, Alaska 99*01

Phone (907) 5*6-3333 FAX (907) 586-U44 
e-mail: dryfbod83alaska.net

March 23. 1997

Deer Reprerenjatyve KOtk.{laaley 465-241*
/ ’ Vy- f

Re; Alaska Science and Tbchnology Foundation budget
.. . •* * • ,

*vv .
I would' lMct ltf brtng'to your attention a disturbing piece of information thax I have received regarding the 
propoeed demise oo the Alaska Science and Technology Foundation. ASTF is the primary funding source 
for the development o f  new technology that provides die mechanism to allow Alaskans to transform 
'Alaskan" Ideas into reality with the benefits going to the entire population.

ASTF has recently enacted a stricter and more businesslike approach to its grants procedure. This 
includes marketing plana and other essential information that is needed to transform technology into 
useful application. Recent issuance of grants have been based on these more stringent controls that may 
have been ntiaamg in the p ast

As an Alaskan that has received one technology patent and have two more pending, I feel it is essential 
that we have a mechanism such u  ASTF to allow creative and original thinking Alaskans an opportunity 
to use their creative skills to better our follow Alaskans. Alaska lacks the level of University research and 
other forms of technology funding that States like California. Oregon and Washington enjoy.

I currendy have an ASTF grant application pending which proposes to develop and implement fish drying 
technology that could ultimately have a serious and positive financial impact on the foil utilization of our 
low valued sahnon species and bycatch species. I. like many other creative Alaskans, have dedicated our 
life to developing “Alaskan solutions" to Alaskan problems. It is conceivable that the North Pacific 
Fisheries M aoageaeaa Council will force 1004* retention of fishery bycatch. Right now, markets do not 
exist for these low or oegatim value (coat of processing exceeds market value). It is Alaskans working 
with ASTF who are going to solve this.

I believe the complete etintination of the Alaska Science and Technology Fund from its current scope is 
sheet sighted and will retard current gains that are presently being made in important fishery areas. A 
technology that my company is developing will train and hire 30 people in 1997 (some of these people are 
currently oo W elftrt). We expect that we can replicate dried fish plants in Valdez, Juneau, Kodiak and 
other coastal communities in the aear future.

The demise of ASTF will relinquish the development of resource solutions to Seattle or foreign based 
corporations who do not care about Alaskan jobs. Alaskans are by nature, a creative people, and the ASTF 
allows ccnrar-oa senae-idea driven Alaskans to bridge creative ideas into h u d  reality based solutions that 
help all o f ua. I ask you to consider the value of having an Alaskan Science and Technology Fund that will 
preserve the dream and opportunity for us to collectively resolve the unique problems facing Alaska.
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I appreciate your itniggte to balance our state budget and I know that many tough decisions must be 
made. I u k  you to coorder ASTF aa an engine that creates jobs and opportunities for Alaskans that pays 
dividends with the technology and jobs that it spawns.

Sincerely,

DuffW . Mitchell 
President
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State Actions on Major Municipal Prc%. jm s are the Primary Factor in Local Property Tax 

Increases
(Increase in Property Taxes vs State Actions/ Reductions on Major Municipal Programs)

20 0 -

- Statewide, compared to 1986. local property taxo3 have 
Increased by $158 million annually.
Compared to 1986, State actions/reductions on major 
municipal programs total $174.5 million annually.

Source: "Alaska Taxable" 1986 to 1996 Dept of Community & Regional 
Affairs; Deportment o f Education funding reports 1986 to 1996.
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CITY OF PETERSBURG
W ATER &  W A STEW A TER UTILITIES 

P.O. BOX 329 •  PETERSBURG, .ALASKA 99833 

TELEPHONE (907) 772-3787 
TELECOPIER (907) 772-4102

March 24, 1997

The Honorable Vic Kohring 
Chair, House Finance Subcommittee 
State Capital, Room 421 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Subject: Elimination of ADEC’s Solid Waste Program

Dear Representative Kohring:

It has come to my attention that you have put a proposal before the House 
Finance Subcommittee to eliminate the Department o f Environmental Conservation’s, 
Solid Waste Program. At first glance, your proposal is very attractive. It eliminates 
5800,000.00 from State G enial Funds, eliminates a program that, on the surface, 
would probably be better bundled by the Federal Government dealing directly with 
municipalities and private operators. However, I must say, and with no disrespect 
intended, there are no long-term benefits to the proposal and it does not have the best 
interest o f the State, municipalities or citizens o f Alaska in mind.

As a water & wastewater utility manager I deal with Federal & State 
regulated programs on a daily basis. Some are easier to comply with than others. 
Those programs that the State has primacy on usually have language that allow for 
flexibility and the program can be tailored to each municipality or site. Federal 
programs do not allow flexibility and require that the Federal law be followed "to the 
letter” whether the site is in Boston, Ma or Petersburg,Ak. I would much rather deal 
with Alaskan’s that work for ADEC on Alaskan issues than professional bureaucrats 
from Seattle, that have never been to Alaska, wanting to solve pollution problems 
that do not exist here in the State.

This proposal appears to be budget driven. It is my opinion that this may 
save the State 5800,000.00 per year, but in the long run, as municipalities begin to 
spend and deplete their revenues and reserves on compliance issues, more and more 
pressure, from funding requests, will be placed on the State Budget for Capital 
Project fbnds to improve facilities to meet and comply with regulations.

Finally, the Department o f Environmental Conservation has committed a lot 
o f time and effort in building and negotiating an acceptable Solid Waste Program
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March 24. 1997

with the U.S. EPA, it would be a shame to throw all o f it away not mention the loss 
o f very talented and knowledgeable employees associated with this program.

If  you have any ques/ions concerning this matter please feel free to contact

Cc: House Finance Committee Members;
The Honorable Marie Hanley, Room 5 0 7 ^  
The Honorable Gene Therriault, Room 511 
The Honorable Eldon Mulder, Room 501 
The Honorable Ben Grassendor£ Room 415 
The Honorable Gary Davis, Room 513 
The Honorable Richard Foster, Room 410 
The Honorable Pete Kelly, Room 411 
The Honorable Terry Martin, Room 502 
The Honorable John Davies, Room 422 
The Honorable Carl Moses, Room 521
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*
Box 1514 Homar, AK 39603

March IS, 1997

Sen. John Torgescm 
State Senate 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, AK

Dear Mrs. Phillips,

Your colleague, Vic Kohruift is sponsoring some legislation which will convert the endowment for the 
Alaska Science and Technology- Foundation into a funding source for infrastructure throughout the State. 
While promoting new roads and bridges makes good politics, there are roads such as a railroad to Nome, and 
bridges such as a bridge across Knik Arm, that have been wisely left. un-funded. Politics being what it is, 
commandeering a SI00 million endowment will only lead to big funding for a few projects. The power of 
individual legislators, rather then the worth of the project, often determines what gets built

Haiing been through the application process for an ASTF grant I can assure you that the 5 or 10 million that 
.ASTF disperses each year is carefully spent Each proposal is reviewed by experts in the field and poor 
proposals rarely get past the board. The ASTF funding process is both more reasoned and more equitable 
then some of the funding that takes place in the political arena. That is not to say that ASTF never tunda a 
failure. The point is that there have been some very beneficial projects. Several stand out:

♦ An ASTF project developed the technique of preserving pink salmon in a pouch. The resulting fillets are 
so much improved over canned salmon, that pinks may actually be worth sometlting. Three percent of 
their ex vessel value is taxed to the State.

•  ASTF projects have focused on creating longer lasting road surfaces in northern climates. Better
pavement means lower maintenance costs for the State. With frost heaves on the Sterling Highway large 
enough to launch a Subaru, I think ASTF spent their money wisely.

I have been working on a ASTF project to modernize the way catch data is .ollected in Alaska's salmon
fishery. We are interested in moving from the handwritten, paper based, fish ticket system which is now in 
place to a system which reports the catch cts a real time basis. I’m convinced that this can be done without 
major disruption to the current system and with small up-front costs. Electronic data reporting would simply 
be a better alternative, one which could be adopted gradually ever the next few years.

I should say that there are quantifiable annual savings to the State which are being suggested by this project.
Fish ticket form costs could be cut by a factor of ten, ticket editing costs could be reduced, and data entry 
costs could be almost eliminated, among other savings. ADFG has done a good job over the years, but 
technology changes quickly and ASTF projects insure that better technology is adopted by Alaska business 
and State agencies.

.ASTF has been well managed and is getting good value for the money they spend As speaker of the house, I 
know that you can keep Mr. Kohring's legislation from becoming law. Please help defeat it

Sincerely,

Bill Wiebe



Scientific Fishery Systems, Inc.
4200 Shoshonl, Suite A, Anchorage, AK 99516 
Ph. 907/345-7347 Fax 907/345-9769 
email: scifish@alaska.net 
www: http://www.alaska.net/~scifish

"Technologies for more efficient fisheries. "
March 24, 1997

Repi ,*sentative Con Bunde 
Alasxa State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 104 
Juneau AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Bunde:

I am writing to you in an effort to get your support against the elimination of the Alaska Science and 
Technology Foundation. I offered public testimony in this regard while I was attending ComFish in Kodiak this 
past Saturday. I also sent you a quick email message concerning this topic last Friday. Here are the reasons why 
1 feci you should strongly object to the elimination o f ASTF.

ASTF provided Scientific Fishery Systems, Inc. (SciFish) with funding during its vulnerable start-up stage. As 
a result of ASTF's investment, the following have been accomplished:

1. SciFish is developing technologies and products for a more efficient fisheries. Examples of these products 
ASTF has funded include improved fish forecasting methodologies, a fish identification system that can 
identify fish to species, and a fisheries mapping and planning software system. These projects are focused 
on making Alaskans more competitive in the global market place, as well as reducing bycatch and 
improving sustainability.

2. SciFish currently employs six Alaskans, and we have an offer out for another position now. Two of these 
positions are held by UAA undergraduates.

3. To date, ASTF has provided SciFish with $165,000 in fund'ng. As a result of this funding, SciFish has 
brought over S1.2M dollars of Federal RAD finding to Alaska. Current projections aje for an addition S1 
M of Federal RAD funding by the end of 1999.

4. SciFish is successfully selling its software. Current sales projections are for $1 M annual sales by 1999, S3 
M by 2001. As a result, we will not only be directly repaying the investment ASTF has made in SciFish, we 
will be adding significantly to its high-tech industry.

5. SciFish is currently one of only a few commercial software manufacturers in the stare. But, through the 
assistance provided ASTF, I know there are many others that are beginning to emerge. This is an industry 
that needs to be fostered and allowed to continue to grow. Software requires no natural resource extraction, 
it does not pollute our environment, and it has a life span that will reach far past our grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

Beyond these immediate benefits that have been derived from ASTF funding, I feel it is time we as Alaskans 
need to look beyond natural resource extraction in our efforts to diversify our economy. Global competition in 
fishcrie s is fierce. Our timber industry is almost non -existent And our oil reserve is on the decline. Willtlhe

mailto:scifish@alaska.net
http://www.alaska.net/~scifish


possible exception of tourism, ASTF is one of the few areas where we are looking ahead to new horizons. 
Eliminating ASTF would set this effort back at least a decade, and could possibly eliminate that economic 
opportunity altogether.

Finally, ASTF is an endowment. This is not money that is competing with other program areas for its existence. 
It stands alone. If you want to close the fiscal gap, cut the budget, don’t kill the future. At best, adding the 
fluids you would get from dissolving ASTF would represent only a Band-Aid fix to our state’s fiscal problems.

I am a fourth generation Alaskan that was bom in Cordova and raised in this state. After graduating from 
Dimond High I was accepted into a top 10 engineering school where I earned a < igree in Computer Science. 
Returning to Alaska in 1986,1 began looking for a job in my field and found no. >. I retreated to California and 
worked in the Defense industry. Eventually I was able to build a company that I could move back to Alaska. I 
did this in 1995, with the help of ASTF. Without ASTF, SciFish would not ly here today.

In closing, using ASTF funds to build roads and close the fiscal gap is irresp* nsible at best, criminal at worst. I 
strongly urge you to oppose any such action by the State Legislature.

President

CC: Rep. Mark Hanley, Co-Chair House Finance Committee
Rep. Gene Therriault, Co-Chair House Finance Committee 
Rep. Vic Kohring

Sincerely,



Representative Eric Croft 
AJaska House of Representative*
Juneau AK

Dear Representative Croft:

It has recently come to my attention that there is a move afoot to discontinue funding of the 
Alaska Science and Technology Foundation. It has been proposed that the funds go instead to 
road maintenance or construction. I think this is a mistake.

Since November 1996 I ’ve been working for an Anchorage company: Scientific Fishery Systems 
(SciFish for short). Among other things, we are conducting research and development in 
advanced sonar systems for fishery applications such as species identification. SciFish's President, 
Patrick Simpson, has assured me that the company would not exist if it weren’t for early help 
from ASTF.

Several years ago I worked on a project for another Anchorage company - DAT/EM Systems 
International. That project, which comprised the development of an advanced pLotomapping 
system called a digital stereoplotter, helped build an international reputation for DAT/EM as a 
major supplier of advanced mapping systems and software.

We all know how important diversification is to the Alaskan economy. Even if our natural 
resources were inexhaustible, national politics would prevent us from exploiting these resources 
fully. Information technology, of which these two projects are examples, is a natural industry for 
Alaska which will allow us to provide good jobs for our children. It is very difficult for a startup 
company to attract venture capital before establishing a track record. (Very few of us have the 
resources that Bill Gates had when he started Microsoft.) Therefore, the ASTF can produce a 
much better retum-on-investment than the filling of a few potholes in our roads.

Jay Goldfarb 
President, Alaska Region
American Society for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing 
32SE 15th Ave #3 
Anchorage 99501

272-9976 (H)
345-7347 (W)
FAX 345-9769 
jayg@alaska.net

Sincerely,

mailto:jayg@alaska.net
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Raprtccrtativo Kohring 
March 24, 1997 
Page 2 of 2

The statewide commitment to obtain federal approval of a State solid waste program has 
been widespiead iiiroughout ADEC, SWANA and ether solid waste professional# in
Alaska.

The Alaska chapter of SWANA hereby respectfully requests that funding to the ADEC Solid 
Waste Program be restored to ensure fundamental protection of human health and the 
environment for all residents of Alaska.

Please feel free to contact me at 262-9667 if more information is needed.

Lanie Hughes 
Chapter President

CC: AD6C Commissioner Michelle Brown
State of Alaska - Senate 
State of Alaska - House of Representatives

Sincerely,
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RECEIVED

April 1, 1997 APR 0 3 1997

Historic Ketchikan Inc. is a private, nonprofit organization which promotes economic 
development through historic preservation and heritage tourism. Historic preservation planning is 
critical to economic development in cities, such as Ketchikan, where most o f the commercial and 
housing stock is over fifty years old. Basically, maintenance and restoration of historic properties 
keep them on the tax register. In Ketchikan, where tourism is a strong component o f the economy, 
historic preservation planning has an even more vital role. Tourists pay for an authentic historic 
experience - they wish to experience the "character" o f the town - what makes it unique.
Ketchikan is very fortunate in that the "character" is moswy intact, Historic Ketcliikan's programs 
are designed to strengthen and preserve the history of the community for residents and visitors.

The State Office of History and Archaeology supports the Historic Ketchikan program is a variety’ 
of ways. They provide necessary' assistance for Historic Ketchikan projects. For example. Historic 
Ketchikan receives grant monies from Alaska Housing Finance Corporation which it re-grants to 
homeowners for House Restoration - to rehabilitate Ketchikan's existing housing stock. One of 
the necessary steps in the grant process is review of the property by the Office of History and 
Archaeology. This timely review' is very important to Ketchikan's grant program!

The State Office of History' and Archaeology' assists Ketchikan's Certified Local Government. 
OHA's grants have funded the survey and inventory of the Sledman-Thomas District, the Grant 
Street Trestle and the existing canneries in the Ketchikan Gateway Borough. A grant was also 
awarded to the CLG for the nomination o f the Stedman-Thomas District to the National Register 
o f Historic Places. Due to its inclusion on the National Register, properly owners now have 
additional tax incentives for renovation projects. And, OHA provides assistance in using these 
federal tax incentives for building renovation. If the budget for the Slate Office of History' and 
Archaeology is cut by $94, the state loses $141.2 in federal matching monies. This w'ould mean 
less funds granted out for projects all over the state - including Ketcliikan.

'Hie centralized database of historic and archaeological sites is also important to maintain. It is 
significant that the Office o f History and Archaeology works as a valuable partner with many 
other organizations and thus is a centralized source o f information on a variety of history-related 
topics. Historic Ketchikan recently benefited from this netw'ork and received a grant from an 
outside source for a Heritage Tourism project.

Please allow the State's invaluable Historic Preservation Program to remain intact;, it’s important to 
all o f us!

Sincerely,

Karen Stanley, Executive Director 
HISTORIC KETCHIKAN INC.



/
-

RECEIVED

3 S u e  A v e r i l l  X 
2 0 9 0  C a m p b e ll  P l a c e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 99507

March 26, 1997
APR 0 3 1997

Mr. Hanley,

I understand the Finance Committee’s Subcommittee on the budget for the 
Department of community & Regional Affairs has recommended a $1 million 
dollar cut to the Child Care Grant Program.

I am currently employed with the Alaska Family Child Care Food Program. This 
program will be changing as of July 1, 1997. Many C <ld Care providers will no 
longer be eligible for reimbursement at the current levels. With the loss of this 
program, I know many providers will be forced to raise their rates. The loss of 
reimbursement will be $55.00 per month per full time equivalent child. If the 
Child Care Grant Program is eliminated, this will account for an additional $22.00 
per month per child in order to provide the same quality of care.

Funds for Resource and Referral, and Training is also mandatory to keep 
providers educated. If funding for these services are cut, it will result ii lower 
quality care.

Before taking my current position, I was a licensed provider for 12 years. This 
program helped me maintain a consistently high quality of care. The funds I 
received from this program have enabled me to purchase age appropriate 
equipment. Quality equipment is very expensive, and large sets must be 
purchased. Educational and art materials must be renewed regularly.

These funds also offset the loss when providing care for Day Care Assistance 
eligible parents. My rates were higher than the reimbursed rate. I have waived 
the extra for parents many times. This will not be an option for present providers, 
making quality child care for Day Care Assistance recipients very difficult to find. 
This would be an extreme hardship for the thousands of welfare recipients who 
will be returning to the workforce this year.

To many changes are being made all at the same time for Child Care, both at the 
federal and state levels. The consequences will be overwhelming for parents 
and providers both. Please vote against any reductions to the Child Care Grant 
Program.

Sue Averill
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I want to express my concern for the proposed cut in funding for Title 19 preventive health care procedures. 
An ounce o f prevention is worth a pound o f cure and when it translates into dollars which it does, 
you need to be more futuristic, not short sighted.

Also, at this time, when the treatment centers for alcohol abuse are also under the cutting knife, you should 
be adding transitional facilities!
Did you realize that last year in Fairbanks, the Police Department responded to 2500 calls regarding 
inebriates. Think of the cost to the Department, to Fairbanks Memorial Hospital, the Detox, Unit and on 
occasion, the jail. Remember, that I as a tax payer, and a voter, am picking up the tab for some o f all these 
expenses. W ouldn’t transitional placement funds be more person and cost effective?

1 am indeed in favor o f revamping the Medicaid system. However, preventive procedures should be retained.

^ ^ w o u ld  see the value of keeping Medicaid in place while promising those who get employment that their 
benefits will be decreased only when their salary is more than they would be receiving on Welfare and 
that they had worked in that position at least one year .Example, Person A receives $1000.00 a month from 
Medicaid, he gets a job and earns $800.00 a month to start. Person A gets $250.00 a month from Medicaid 
added to his salary. Therefore, Person A still gets $1000.00 a m onth but the  State pays only $250.00 a 
month. Or take fewer tax dollars out o f the pay check so that the same goal is reached. If the person 
increases his salary, then Medicaid benefits decrease accordingly, always keeping the income above what a 
person would get by staying on Medicaid. While this seems over simplified, the concept, I believe is sound 
and worth doing on a trial basis. More importantly a person is back to work.The employer incentives I hear 
the Governor talking about would open up the job market to unskilled labor and make this plan work even 
better. This would certainly discourage a person from going back on a system that was regressive, income 
wise. Remember too, that jobs are not available here by the thousands! It took me months to find 
employment and I have three degrees!

Please think seriously of what the cuts are going to cost, perhaps under another name or program. Medical 
problems do not go away when funding is cut. The problem as I said gets attention under another category.

Thank You,
Sister Roberta Downey

xQ
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Poverty. The poverty rate among AIs/ANs, age 60 and over in 1990 was 36 percent, including 26 
percent with family incomes below $9,999 and 38 percent with individual incomes below $4,999. Nearly 
20 percent received some form o f public assistance (4). Low income elders may not be able to afford 
home and community based programs if they have to pay for them.

Educational Level. The overall educational attainment of AI/AN elders is the lowest o f all groups in the 
U.S. The 1990 Census reported that 63 percent o f AI/AN, age 60 and over, had not completed high 
school (4). It has been well documented that lack o f education reduces a persons likelihood o f seeking 
assistance from programs. Additionally, the paperwork required to qualify for some programs may 
discourage an elder with limited reading ability to even apply for the service.

HOUSING. Federal housing assistance in tribal areas totaled $585 million in 1993. Even at that, 60 
percent o f all income-eligible households in tribal areas receive no housing assistance (10). Because, by 
definition, the individual's home is the place where home-based long-term care services are delivered, it is 
vital that housing be accessible, affordable, and safe. During 1990 and 1991 the National American Indian 
Housing Council held a series o f citizens' hearings on the current status o f Indian housing. They 
concluded that: "unsafe and inadequate water supplies and basic sanitation facilities are the norm in many 
areas. . . One fifth o f American Indian and Alaska Native homes - a frill 20 percent - do not have safe 
drinking water or indoor toilet facilities" (11). It is clear that any discussion o f HCBLTC must include 
housing issues.

TRANSPORTATION. Elders must have transportation to get to programs and services, and providers 
must have transportation in order to get to the elder. The typical Indian reservation is geographically 
remote with limited access to many services. In the Urban Institute's study o f  Indian housing in 1995, 
they found that 349 of the 508 inhabited tribal areas, accounting for 62 percent o f the total AI/AN 
population in tribal areas, were located over 50 miles away from a city with a population o f 50,000 or 
more (10). Within tribal areas themselves, only 13 percent o f the respondents to the 1995 National Indian
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Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau

Dear Representative Hanley,

I am advised that budget actions taken in the House, and to be taken in the Senate, 
will grievously deplete the state’s foreign trade efforts, even to the extent of closing our 
trade offices in Tokyo and Seoui. This is not the way to promote economic growth in 
Alaska; we were the first of any state to have a trade office in Tokyo. From that point 
long ago, other states have advantageously installed much more elaborate delegations in a 
number of far eastern trading cities. Closing our foreign trade offices will be the ignoble 
end of an unfortunate downward spiral.

The foreign trade arm of the Alaska Department of Commerce has been a hard­
working, knowledgeable office, which ought to be built up and encouraged, and given 
ever-wider objectives.

The legislature’s apparent effort to reduce or eliminate Alaska’s foreign trade 
function would have some conceivable justification if we were again in a Great 
Depression, when dollars to spend were truly non-existent. That is anything but our case 
now. The 1997 st«’ budget will end the fiscal year in significant surplus. Seven hundred 
and fifty million dollars are being distributed as a “dividend,” and apparently when the 
present formula yields more spendable dollars that dole will increase indefinitely.
Federal income taxes may be taking $200 million or more of this dividend in support of 
the U.S. Treasury. The people of this state arc not called upon to support their 
government through any kind of a ge*.L al tax.

The means are at hand to rationally support sound economic growth which will 
benefit present and future. Alaska, but if the burning passion to reduce expenditures 
prevails, we are probably sinking The Good Ship Alaska when rescue, safety and the 
happy shore arc within easy and reasonable, reach.

Sincerely yours,

Joseph R. Henri, Chair 
Export Council of Alaska 
Legislative CommitteeJRH/df
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House Finance Committee •"v ta  r.aiuUe
Senate Finance Committee
Senator Drue Pearce
Senator David Donely
Senator Lyman Hoffman

Re: Department of Commerce Budget Cuts

It has come to my attention that today you will decide on a fifty percent reduction for the Department 
o f Commerce which will entail closing the State of Alaska’s Representation Offices in the Pacific 
Rim. While I generally support a lower budget, I would urge you not to make these cuts to the 
Department of Commerce. The state employees in Alaska and the representation offices involved do 
not regulate or make policy, they simply provide State Government the accreditation necessary for 
the Alaskan private sector to do business in Pacific countries. 1 urge you to leave their current 
funding intact.

Respectfully,

John McClellan 
President/CEO

JDM.llp

(Dictated but not read)
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