




O L D E R  P E R S O N S  A C T I O N  G R O U P , I n c .

Represen ta tive M a rk  H a n le y  
State C a p ito l R in . 507 
Juneau, Ak. 99801-1182

A p r il 4, 1997

Dear R epresen ta tive Han ley:

O ld e r Persons A c t io n  G ro u p , In c . (O PAG ) appreciated the oppo rtun ity  to partic ipa te in  a 
statew ide te leconference M a rch  23.

As in d iv id ua ls  and representatives o f  organ iza tions addressed the ir concerns , partic ipants 
in the aud ience  heard the concerns o f  the ir in d iv id ua ls  and organ iza tions . Severa l in  the 
aud ience vo iced  hope that ano ther te leconference w o u ld  be schedu led .

R e co g n iz in g  the m yriad o f  issues addressed at the te leconference, a copy  o f  O P A G ’s 
testim ony is attached for y o u r co nven ien ce .

Thank  you  fo r m ee t ing  w ith  constituents.

325 E. 3rd. Ave., #300
Anchorage, AK 99501
(907) 276-1059 (Toll free 800-478-1059)
FAX (907) 278-6724

r e c e i v e d  

ApR 14 1997

S incere ly ,

E lla  C ra ig , President 
O ld e r Persons A c t io n  G ro up

E n c ;  1



O P A G  T E S T IM O N Y  A T  T E L E C O N F E R E N C E  
S a tu rd a y , M a r c h  22, 1997

O ld e r Persons A c t io n  G ro up , In c . (O PAG ) is an o rgan iza tion  best k n ow n  for p u b lic a t io n  
o f  S en io r V o ic e  and w e  thank you  for you r on-going support o f  that p ub lic a t io n .

T od ay , how eve r , w e  w ish  to address another program  : JOB  T R A IN IN G ,
P L A C E M E N T , A N D  E M P L O Y M E N T . For m ore than a decade O P A G  has conducted  
N u rse  A id e  T ra in in g  classes. C u rr ic u lum  and program  are approved  by the A laska Post 
secondary C om m is s io n . In  ad d it io n  to bas ic tra in ing  o f  N urse A id e  sk ills , students learn 
proper hands-on techn iques taught in  a c lin ic a l setting, ways to com m un ica te  w ith  patient 
and fam ily , and o ther he lp fu l in fo rm ation .

O P A G  conducts  th is tra in ing  th roughou t the state w ith  fu nd in g  from  grants, jo b  tra in ing , 
state tra in ing  and em p lo ym en t assistance, scho larsh ips and ind iv id u a ls .

U n fo rtuna te ly , m any persons eager to pursue careers as a nurse a ide have small ch ild ren  
and canno t afford ch ild  care or transportation . S om e are respons ib le for the care o f  both 
ch ild ren  and a fra il e ld er ly  parent.

O P A G  encourages increased fund ing  to co ver costs o f  care for c h ild  o r o the r dependents 
du r ing  the hours student is in  class; reasonable costs incurred d u r ing  jo b  search, i.e . dental 
needs, eyeglasses etc.

F in a n c ia l assistance du r ing  this cru c ia l t :me w il l a ccom p lis h  three goals:

1. E nab le  persons to enter the fastest g row in g  industry in the state and nation .

2. P rov id e  persons seek ing in-home hea lth care to access w e ll tra ined and 
cert if ied  N urse A ides  for the ir lo ved  ones.

3. E n ab le  in d iv id u a ls  not e lig ib le  to access qua lity  care th rough p r iva te  pay.



P.O.Box 20424 
Juneau, AK 99802

April 11, 1997

Representative Mark S. Hanley 
Slate Capitol, Room 507 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Mark Hanley;

As one of your constituents, I am writing to ask for your support of Adult Basic Education programs 
around the slate. I believe our 20 Adult Education programs will be utilized more and more heavily as 
welfare reform gathers momentum. Unfortunately, our funding has been cut in the last few years. In 
conjunction with the Alaska Adult Education Association, I would advocate an increase in funding of 
$300,000.

1 am fortunate to be a full time employee in this field, but most of the staff teaching for this important 
segment o f our population arc only part-time and have little training. We help students who have not 
succeeded in high school for a wide variety of reasons to gel their GED. We also teach resume writing 
and offer vocational guidance to completers of our program in an effort to help our students become ready 
for the work place. With additional funding we could offer higher quality instruction and provide students 
access to current computer technology.

In Southeast we also serve the communities of Ketchikan, Kakc, Angoon, Hoonah, Yakutat, Haines and 
Prince of Wales Island. With increased funding we would be able to serve these communities better with 
updated materials and technology. Our dedicated teachers in these areas would also have access to 
additional training.

At the present time 27% of Alaska’s high school diplomas arc GED’s. Already, since the beginning of 
1997,1 have seen an increase in the number of students wanting to improve their skills either to earn a 
GED or to enter another training program. Some students who have high school diplomas already arc 
finding that they need stronger skills in math and English to attend UAS. Others come to us as the timber 
industry dwindles, realizing they need a GED in order to apply to training for mining jobs, construction 
jobs or nurse’s aides. In the field of adult education we see ourselves as helping to put Alaskans back to 
work.

Please consider this vital need for increased, rather than decreased funding for adult education. I would 
be happy to give you a tour of our Adult Ed. Center on 400 Willoughby Avenue, i f you are interested. I 
look forward to hearing from you.

Enclosed is a fact sheet describing Adult Basic Education.

Sincerely,

Priscilla Colliding
Adult Education Coordinator
Southeast Regional Resource Center
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TACT SHEET
M o re  t h a n  27% o f A la s k a ’s h ig h  s c h o o l d ip lo m a s  in  1995 w e re  G E D s .

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  h ig h  s c h o o l e a r ly  d ro p o u ts  is  h ig h e r  t h is  y e a r  t h a n  la s t .

C o s t  p e r  s t u d e n t  i n  A la s k a  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  is  n e a r ly  $7,000 p e r  y e a r .
E a c h  a d u lt  e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n t  co s ts  th e  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  le s s  t h a n  $300 fo r  t h e  e n t ir e  y e a r , w it h
c e n te r s  o p e r a t in g  from  7:00 a .m . u n t i l  10:00 p a n .

- \ *' * S,

T h e re  w e r e  7,906 f u l l  t im e  s tu d e n ts  i n  A la s k a ’s A d u lt  B a s ic  E d u c a t io n  p r o g r am s  la s t  y e a r .
• * * - ~*"‘M

T h e re  w e r e  o v e r  500 p e rs o n s  o n  w a it in g  l is t s  to  e n te r  s om e  o f th e  la r g e r  a d u lt  e d u c a t io n  p r o g r am s  
la s t  y e a r .

I n  t h e  p a s t  e ig h t  y e a rs , A la s k a  A d u lt  E d u c a t io n  p ro g ram  p a r t ic ip a n t s  h a v e  in c . ‘e a s e d  b y  43% w h i le  
th e  f u n d in g  le v e l h a s  n o t in c r e a s e d  a t a l l .  (H a lf  o f th a t  in c r e a s e  h a s  o c c u r r e d  i n  th e  p a s t  th r e e  
years .)

Las t y e a r  a t  le a s t  763 A la s k a n s  o b t a in e d  jo b s  a n d  217 w e re  r e m o v e d  from  p u b l ic  a s s is ta n c e  a s  a  
d ir e c t  r e s u lt  o f  t h e ir  in c r e a s e d  e d u c a t io n  th r o u g h  A la s k a ’s A d u lt  E d u c a t io n  p ro g ram s . (T hese  
f ig u r e s  a re  d e r iv e d  t h r o u g h  s h o r t t e rm  t r a c k in g  o n ly ; lo n g  te rm  t r a c k in g  is  n o t  p o s s ib le  d u e  to  la c k  
o f  f u n d in g .)

A d u lt  E d u c a t io n  p ro g ram s  p r e p a re  n e a r ly  1,000 A la s k a n s  e a c h  y e a r  to  e n te r  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  o r 
t r a in in g  p ro g ram s .

W it h  im p e n d in g  w e lfa r e  re fo rm , d e m a n d  fo r A d u lt  B a s ic  E d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s  s ta te w id e  is  l ik e ly  to 
r is e  d r a m a t ic a l ly  to  p r e p a re  a d u lt s  fo r  jo b  r e a d in e s s .

O n e  o f  th e  g o a ls  o f  “G o a ls  2000” is  fo r  a f u l ly  l it e r a te  A m e r ic a  b y  th e  y e a r  2000. T h e  U .S . c u r r e n t ly  
r a n k s  49th i n  l it e r a c y  a m o n g  th e  158 U n it e d  N a t io n s  m e m b e r  n a t io n s .

In s t r u c t io n  in  A la sk a  A d u lt  E d u c a t io n  p ro g ram s  w a s  d e l iv e r e d  b y  148 te a c h e r s  (m ost p a r t t im e )  a n d  
550 u n p a id  v o lu n te e r s  i n  1995.
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A p r i l 7, 1997

R ep resen ta tive  M a rk  H a n le y
A la sk a  State L eg is la tu re
S la te  C a p ito l R o om  507 (M S  3100)
Juneau , A K  99801-1182

D ea r R ep resen ta tive  H an le y :

1 understand that the U n iv e rs ity  o f  A la sk a  A ncho rag e  b udget w i l l  b e  up for 
co n s id e ra t io n  shortly . I  am  w r it in g  to urge y o u  to co ns id e r f u l ly  fu n d in g  U A A ’s opera ting  
and ca p ito l b udget requests and furtherm ore to support an expans io n  o f  the u n iv e rs ity ’s 
budget to en ab le  them  to better m eet the needs o f  A laskans . A s  a m em be r o f  
C om m o nw e a lth  N o r th ’s Board o f  D irectors and a pa rtic ip an t in  the first E c o n o m ic  
S um m it , 1 am  w e ll aware o f  the o b lig a t io n  re spons ib le  A laskans h a ve  to future 
genera tio ns  to l iv e  w it h in  our budget. I am  also aware o i our need for a hea lth y  
e c o n om y , and s trong ly  b e lie v e  that an educated p o p u la ce  is the fo unda t io n  on  w h ic h  a 
d iv e rse  e co n om y  can be b u ilt .

B ecause I w o rk  for a na t iona i o rgan iza tio n  I h a ve  o ppo rtun it ie s  to learn about 
th ing s  g o in g  on  in  other states that affect bo th the na tura l and e c o n o m ic  e n v iro nm en ts . I 
h a ve  been im pressed  b y  the c lea r fact that those states w h ic h  in ve s t s e r io us ly  in  
e d u ca t io n , e s p e c ia lly  at the post-secondary le v e l, are states w ith  strong econom ie s . O f  
p a r t icu la r interest to m e  are those states that have  b u ilt  d iv e rs if ie d  e conom ie s  on  a strong 
k n ow le d g e  base, e .g ., e sp e c ia lly  C a lifo rn ia , N o r lh  C a ro lin a , and W ash in g to n . W e  have 
ex trao rd ina ry  o ppo rtun it ie s  here in  A laska to d e ve lo p  h ig h  tech industr ies every  b it as 
good  as those in  any o f  o ther state, but w e  w i l l  lose those o ppo rtun it ie s  i f  w e  d o n ’t m ake 
a s ig n if ic a n t ly  greater com m itm en t to h ig h e r educa t ion . W e  w i l l  c o n t in u e  to export o u r 
“best and b r igh test” y o u ng  A laskans, and w e  ce r ta in ly  w i l l  n e ve r attract e ithe r students or 
fa cu lty  to support a S il ic o n  V a lle y , a Research T r ia n g le , o r a s in g le  com pany  lik e  
M ic ro s o f t  w h ic h  has spaw ned a v ig o rous  h ig h  le ch  ind us try  in  Seattle , i f  w e  co n t in u e  to 
d ock  o u r U n iv e r s it y ’s budget.

M o re  p e rson a lly , it was d istress ing to h a ve  both o f  m y  c h ild r e n  choose to attend 
c o lle g e  O u ts id e , and they d id  so because .even at that t im e  it w as im p o s s ib le  to com p le te  
bas ic requ irem en ts  in  an exped it io u s  m anner because o f  too few  fa cu lty  and therefore too 
few  c lasses in  those core s k ill areas. A s a thirty-plus year A la sk an  w h o  cares d eep ly

recycled /itt/icr
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Un iSea
BY FAX COMMUNICATION (2 PAGES) TO:

The Hon. Drue Pearce, Senator 
State of Alaska

FAX Number 
907-465-3872

April 11, 1997

The Hon. Bert Sharp, Senator, 
State of Alaska

907-465-2070

The Hon. Mark Hanley, Representative 
State of Alaska 907-465-2418

The Hon. Gene Pherriault, Representative 
State of Alaska

907-465-3884

RE: SEAFOOD AND SANITATION COMPONENT OF THE PROPOSED STATE OF
ALASKA OPERATING Bt'OGET

Dear Senators Pearce and Sharp; Representatives Hanley and Pherriault
I am writing to express UniSea's support for the Seafood and Sanitation component of ADEC 
Health Division. I understand that the State of Alaska legislature is considering significant cuts 
to this component of the Operating Budget, and this is of grave concern to us.
Since 1974, UniSea has owned and operated multiple processing facilities throughout the State 
of Alaska, under the oversight, of course, of numerous State agencies. Of all the divisions 
within ADEC. the Seafood and Sanitation division is the one that benefits all Alaskans and 
industry the most. There can be no more important endeavor than assuring the high quality 
and safety of Alaskan seafood products. The consequences rJ, & ‘hollow* ADEC Seafood and 
Sanitation division, by way of severe budget cuts, will very likely negatively impact the integrity 
of the industry and compromise the safety and quality of seafood products produced in Alaska 
and marketed worldwide. In addition, export trade could also very likely be hampered if the 
vital Inspection services provided by ADEC are allowed to diminish in any way.
It would be an absolute mistake to decrease funding for this component in the proposed 
Operating Budget. Alaskans benefit in more ways than I can describe from being ranked 
“Number 1" in both volume and value of exported U.S. seafood products. The State of Alaska 
contains three our of four of the largest U.S. seafood landing port. It must also fr.ewitein its 
leadership status and good reputation as a wcrld provider of safe, high quality seafood 
products. This can only be maintained by having a strong seafood and sanitation program, fully 
funded and prepared to help industry.

UniSea, Inc.
15400 Northeast 90th Street. P.O. Box 97019. Redtnond. Washington 98073-9719 (206) 881-0181 FAX (206) 862-1660

i
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The Hon. Pearce, Sharp, Hanley, Pherriault 
State of Alaska 
4/11/97 
Page 2

Whether dealing with a large, year-round seafood prccesscr or a small, "native-operated" 
seafood business, the Seafood division of ADEC has time and again demonstrated its 
commitment to helping industry produce safe and high quality products. As previously 
mentioned, i have found the Seafood division of ADEC to be the most helpful of ail of the State 
agencies we have *o deal with. They truly provide a real sen/ice to industry- not just "regulate”. 
This is because our goals are so very similar- quality and safety. These important services- 
inspection, technical support, and assistance- simply cannot come from a division than cannot, 
because of budget cuts, maintain a high quality staff committed to the well-being of all Alaskans 
and industry.
To this end, I urge you to adopt an Operating Budget that maintains the current funding level of 
the Seafood and Sanitation component of the ADEC Health Division. The proposed House cut 
of $82,500.00 to this component must be rejected wholly, and funding for this component 
restored to its current level by the Senate.

Sincerely, 
UNISEA. INC.

Jo
Director of Quality Assurance

file: jfhealth\Sfdprgm.doc

TOTAL P.02
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March 31, 1997

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r :

STOP ! LOO K ! AND L IS T E N ? P L E A S E !

I  a m  a n  e i g h t e e n  y e a r  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h i s  a w e s o m e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  I  a m  

c o n c e r n e d .  I  h a v e  b e e n  a  S t a r e  e m p l o y e e  s i n c e  A p r i l  1 9 7 9  a n d  I  a m  a l s o  a  

f a i t h f u l  v o t e r  a n d ,  g e n e r a l l y ,  I  a m  a  c o n s e r v a t i v e  v o t e r .

I  d o  n o t  k n o w  w h a t  t h e  v i e w s  o f  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  l e g i s l a t o r  a r e  s c  a s  y o u  

r e a d  t h i s  l e t t e r  y o u  w i l l  k n e w  i f  I  a m  t a l k i n g  t o  y o u .

I  a m  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  t h e  m a j o r i r y ' s  a d a m a n t  t o n e  i n  r e g a r d s  t o  c u t t i n g  t h e  

S t a t e  b u d g e t .  I t  s e e m s  t h a t ,  s i n c e  t h e  d e c i s i o n  w a s  m a d e  t o  c u t  " X "  a m o u n t  

o f  d o l l a r s  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  b u d g e t  l a s t  s e s s i o n ,  a n  a t t i t u d e  o f  " w e  a r e  g o i n g  

t o  c u t  t h e  b u d g e t  t h a t  m u c h  n o  m a t t e r  w h a t "  i s  p r e v a i l i n g  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  

t h e  m a j o r i t y  l e a d e r s .  I  c a n  a g r e e  t h a t  w e  n e e d  t o  l o o k  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  a n d  

p l a n  a c c o r d i n g l y ;  a n d  I  k n o w  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  

b u d g e t  t h a t  c a n  b e  t r i m m e d .  H o w e v e r ,  f r o m  w h a t  I  s e e  a n d  h e a r  i r .  t h e  n e w s  

m e d i a  a n d  t h r o u g h  o t h e r  S t a t e  c h a n n e l s ,  t h e  p r e d i c t e d  b u d g e t  s h o r t f a l l  h a s  

n o t  b e e n  a s  d r a s t i c  a s  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  t h o u g h t .  T h e  m a i n  r e a s o n  b e i n g  t h e  

h i g h e r  t h a n  p r e d i c t e d  o i l  p r i c e s  t h a t  w e  a r e  n o w  s e e i n g .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  I

• b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  n e e d s  t o  b a c k  o f f  t h e i r  s t a n c e  a n d  b e c o m e  m o r e  i n  

l i n e  w i t h  c u r r e n t  r e a l i t y .

B E F O R E  y o u  c u t  a n o t h e r  d o l l a r  f r o m  t h e  b u d g e t ,  y o u  n e e d  t o  t h i n k  a g a i n  

a b o u t  w h o  y o u  a r e  a n d  w h o  y o u  r e p r e s e n t .  I  k e e p  h e a r i n g  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  

n e e d s  t o  t i g h t e n  t h e i r  b e l t s  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  s h r i n k i n g  b u d g e t .  WAY t h e n ,  

d o  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  y o u  d e s e r v e  5 1 5 0 / d a y  p e r  d i e m ? ! ?  S t a t e  g o v e r r u r . e n t , a s  a  

w h o l e ,  h a s  b e e n  t a k i n g  c u t s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  1 0  y e a r s !  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  n o t  

a l w a y s  w h e r e  t h e  c u t s  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t a k e n  a n d ,  y e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  

a r e a s  t h a t  n e e d  t o  b e  l o o k e d  a t .  A s  a  f a i t h f u l ,  h a r d w o r k i n g  p u b l i c  

s e r v a n t ,  I  a m  a p p a l l e d  a n d  i r a t e  t h a t  y o u  f e e l  y o u  n e e d  5 1 5 0 / d a y  p e r  d i e m

w h i l e ,  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  y o u  c u t  t h e  e m p l o y e e s  p e r  d i e m  a n d  f a i l e d  t o  h o n o r

a  c o n t r a c t  n e g o t i a t e d  i n  g o o d  f a i t h !  N o w  y o u  a r e  d o i n g  i t  a g a i n .  A s  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  S t a t e ,  Y O U  n e e d  t o  s e t  t h e  t o n e

i f  y o u  w a n t '  t o  c u t  t h e  b u d g e t .  Y O U  n e e d  t o  r e p e a l  t h e  5 5 0 / d a y  i n c r e a s e

t h a t  Y O U  g a v e  y o u r s e l v e s  a s  y o u  w e r e  c u t t i n g  t h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  o f  

u s  o n  t h e  s t r e e t  s e r v i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  y o u  r e p r e s e n t !  Y O U  n e e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  

g o i n g  t o  " a c t u a l  c o s t "  f o r  l o d g i n g  j u s t  a s  t h e  e m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  S t a t e s '  

l a r g e s t  u n i o n  d o  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  s a v i n g  d o l l a r s .

M o w  t w o  m o r e  b i l l s  a t t a c k i n g  S t a t e  e m p l o y e e s  h a v e  b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d .  H B  1 8 8  

a n d  S B  1 5 0  w i l l  f u r t h e r  e r a d i c a t e  b e n e f i t s  e a r n e d  b y  e m p l o y e e s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  o v e r t i m e  a n d  r e t i r e m e n t  b e n e f i t s ,  a n d  t h i s  w i l l  m o s t  s e r i o u s l y  

a f f e c t  t h e  s e a s o n a l  e m p l o y e e s ,  w h o  m a k e  u p  t h e  B A C K B O N E  o f  t h e  s t a t e  

^ ^ r o r k f o r c e .  W e w o r k  o v e r t i m e  a s  r e q u i r e d .  I t  i s  n o t  a l w a y s  " c o n v e n i e n t "  

^ B n d  m o s t  o f t e n  i n t e r r u p t s  f a m i l y  t i m e .  We d o  i t  b e c a u s e  w e  a r e

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a n d  i t  i s  p a r t  c f  o u r  j o b .  N o w  t h e s e  b i l l s  w a n t  t c  r e m o v e  

o v e r t i m e  f r o m  w h a t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  " c o m p e n s a t i o n "  f o r  u s .  W e w o r k  i t  a n d  i t



s h o u l d  m o s t  d e f i n i t e l y  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o w a r d  o u r  t h r e e  h i g h e s t  y e a r s  f o r

• r e t i r e m e n t !  I  f e e l  i t  i s  a  l o w  d o w n  a n d  t w o - f a c e d  m o v e  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  

t h o s e  w h o  i n t r o d u c e d  i t !

B u d g e t  c u t s  o n  c h e  b a c k s  o f  S t a t e  e m p l o y e e s  h a v e  g o n e  f a r  e n o u g h !  T h e  v a s t  

m a j o r i t y  m a k e  t h e i r  h o m e s  i n  A l a s k a  y e a r  a r o u n d .  We h a v e  f a m i l i e s  w h o  

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  s c h o o l s .  We c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  

l o c a l  e c o n o m i e s  j u s t  l i k e  e v e r y o n e  e l s e  a n d  w h e n  w e  k e e p i n g  g e t t i n g  c u t ,  

t h e  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  a l s o  s u f f e r  a s  a  r e s u l t .  I  a m  a s k i n g  y o u  t o  v o t e  

d o w n  t h e s e  a b s u r d  b i l l s  a n d  q u i t  t r y i n g  t o  b a l a n c e  t h e  b u d g e t  o r .  t h e  b a c k s  
o f  t h e  e m p l o y e e s !

A  l o t  o f  u s  s e a s o n a l  e m p l o y e e s  w o u l d  r a t h e r  w o r k  y e a r  a r o u n d .  H o w e v e r ,  d u e  

t o  f u n d i n g ,  t h a t  i s  n o t  a l w a y s  p o s s i b l e .  W e k e e p  c o m i n g  b a c k  b e c a u s e  w e  

t a k e  p r i d e  i n  w h a t  w e  d o  -  s e r v i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a .  I n  t h e  D i v i s i o n  

o f  F o r e s t r y ,  w h e r e  I  a m  e m p l o y e d ,  t h e  s e a s o n a l  f i r e f i g h t e r s  a r e  h i g h l y  

t r a i n e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  W e m a n a g e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  d o l l a r s  o n  w i l d l a n d  f i r e s  

a n d  d o  s o  u n d e r  e x t r e m e  s c r u t i n y .  We a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e - w i d e  e m e r g e n c y  

r e s p o n s e  s y s t e m .  We w o r k  w i t h  S t a t e ,  l o c a l  a n d  F e d e r a l  c o o p e r a c r r s  t o  

m a n a g e  m u l t i - r i s k  i n c i d e n t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e .  O u r  s a f e t y  r e c o r d  o v e r

t h e  l a s t  2 0  y e a r s  i s  i m p e c c a b l e !  We a r e  s e r i o u s l y  u n d e r s t a f f e d  i n  m a n y  o f

t h e  g e o g r a p h i c  A r e a s .  W e  a r e  h i g h l y  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  m o r e  c u t s  t c  o u r  

b u d g e t s  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  l e s s  o f  m a n y  o f  t h e s e  h i g h l y  t r a i n e d  p e o p l e .

T h i s  c o u l d  r e c u l t  i n  a  l o t  o f  n e w  u n t r a i n e d  p e r s o n n e l  f i l l i n g  t h e s e

p o s i t i o n s  a n a ,  a s  a  r e s u l t ,  c o u l d  r e s u i t  i n  s e r i o u s  t r a g e d y .

T h e  f i r e s  w e  e x p e r i e n c e c  l a s t  s e a s o n  i n  S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  w e r e  t h e  m o s t  

d i s a s t r o u s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  c f  o u r  S t a t e .  O v e r  3 5 0  s t r u c t u r e s  w e r e  l o s t  i n  

t h e  B i g  L a k e  f i r e s  a l o n e .  W e m a y  b e  f a c i n g  a n o t h e r  f i r e  s e a s o n  a s  b a d  o r  

w o r s e  t h a n  l a s t  y e a r  d u e  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  s n o w  t h i s  w i n t e r .  We a r e  a l r e a d y  

h a v i n g  w i l d f i r e s  o n  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a ,  K o d i a k ,  a n d  i n  t h e  M a t - S u  V a l l e y .  

W h y  h a s n ' t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t a k e n  m o r e  p r o a c t i v e  m e a s u r e s  t o  f i l l  c h e  v o i d s  

w e  h a v e .  W e n e e d  m o r e  p o s i t i o n s  a n d  w e  n e e d  a n  i n c r e m e n t  t o  f u n d  t h e m .  

P l e a s e  d o  n o t  t u r n  y o u r  b a c k s  o n  t h e  p e o p l e  y o u  r e p r e s e n t .

I  c o u l d  g o  o n  b u t  I  w o n ' t .  I  h o p e  y o u  h a v e  g o t t e n  t h e  p i c t u r e  b y  n o w .  I  

w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  h e a r i n g  f r o m  a n y  o f  y o u ,  h o w e v e r ,  p l e a s e  d o  n o t  s e n d  a n y  

c a n n e d  r e s p o n s e s .  I f  y o u  c a n n o t  s e n d  a  p e r s o n a l  r e p l y ,  t h e n  s a v e  t h e  

S t a t e ' s  m o n e y  a n d  d o n ' t  s e n d  a n y t h i n g .

T h a n k  y o u .

S i n c e r e l y  c o n c e r n e d ,

T o m  M a r o k  

H C 2  B o x  7 0 7  

S o l d o t n a ,  A K  9 9 6 6 9
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g  ALASKA 
g  COMPUTER 

i  INSTITUTE

April 7, 1997

Dear Representative Hanley:

This letter is written out o f concern fo r the future o f postsecondary education in the state o f Alaska. I am 
convinced that our elected senators and represent,*'>ves arc not aware o f the current trend and certainly not 
aware o f the impact to our communities o f recent steps tlia t have been taken by key administrative sta ff 
members o f the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education (ACPE).

Alaska Computer Institute (AC I) is a private corporation which has served the educational needs o ftLe 
Anchorage and Fairbanks communities for the last thirteen years. The population o f A C I students consists 
o f 30% native Alaskans, 79% women, and 65% other minorities for a total minority population o f 92%. 
AC I serves those individuals who are not able to commit to a two- or four-year collegiate program. We 
train welfare recipients to prepare them for meaningful employment, and we work w ith both the 
Department o f Vocational Rehabilitation the Job Training and Partnership Act to help people make a new 
start w ith their lives.

In March, the management o f AC I made the painful decision to begin a teach out in order to close our 
Fairbanks campus by the end o f June. The remaining students were offered the opportunity to participate 
in teach out classes, transfer to our Anchorage campus with AC I paying transportation costs, get assistance 
w ith buying University o f Alaska-Fairbanks credits, or negotiating a refund. One student transferred to 
Anchorage, one student has elected to move out o f state, two students remain undecided, and the remaining 
students arc participating in teach out classes.

AC I has diligently tried to work with the administrative sta ff o f ACPE in supplying all necessary 
documentation in order to proceed with our plan. However, it is not clear what is required by key s ta ff 
members to prevent the closure o f the Anchorage campus o f AC I and continue the teach out o f the 
Fairbanks students. We have been led to believe that the closure o f ACI-Anchorage is eminent and is to 
take place at an Ap ril lo  Institutional Authorization Committee meen. o f ACPE.

The loss o f Alaska Computer Institute would affect the whole state as we have many students that come in 
to Anchorage from outlying villages and communities. Vocational tra in ing in the state o f A laska is at 
risk. Where are these people going to go when federal mandates concerning welfare recipients come into 
play7 What about the dreams o f the 82 students currently "orolled at ACI? Where do they turn? Who is 
representing their interests? The staff, faculty, and stu >  ., o f AC I axe asking fo r your help. W c hope that 
you, as a representative o f the people o f Alaska, understand the severity o f our situation and the far 
reaching consequences to your constituents.

Respectfully yours,

M r. Robb Woodman, Director 
AC I S ta ff and Faculty

701  E . T u d o r  F id ., S u i t a  101  
IA n c h o r a g e , A K  9 9 5 0 3 MhhiiM (9 0 7 )  5 6 3 -2 2 4 4  

F A X  (9 0 7 )  5 6 2 -1 8 7 5

TOTAL P.02
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CITY OF ANIAK 
P.O . BOX 189 

ANIAK, ALASKA 99557

A p r i l 8 , 1997

The H ono ra b le Mark H an ley 
S ta te  C a p i t o l , Room 507 
Juneau , Ak 99801--1182

Dear M r.C ha irm an H an le y .

The C i t y  o f A n ia k i s  in  d i r e  f in a n c ia l 3 t r a i t s .  We have 
$ 1 2 ,3 6 2 .0 0 l e f t  in  o u r g e n e ra l a cco u n t. I t - c o s ts  th e C i t y
$ 1 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0 a month to  o n e ra te .

We a re a t th e  p o in t o f no lo n g e r b e in g  a b le  to  fu n c t io n  
f i n a n c i a l l y  as a 2nd c la s 3  c i t y .  P lease do n o t b r in g  th e
g re a t S ta te  o f  A la s k a in t o  r u in , w ith  a b ro ken down
in f r a s t r u c t u r e  and no 3 t.a te c o n t r o l o f i t s  re s o u rc e s . Even 
o u r fe d e ra l r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  i s  t e l l i n g  you o f th e  d i r e  
consequences o f not. r e s o lv in g  th e S ub s is te n ce d ilemm a . The 
mayors and o th e r e le c te d  o f f i c i a l s  a re w a rn in g you a ls o .

S m a lle r m u n ic ip a l i t i e s  a re g o in g b a n k ru p t w ith  th e 
c u t t i n g  o f S ta te  a id . T h is  i s  je o p a rd iz in g  th e h e a l th  and 
s a fe ty  o f th e  c i t i z e n s .

I f  n o th in g  is  done , th e  F e d e ra l governm ent w i l l , ta k e  
o v e r F is h  & Game management in  O c to b e r. You sh o u ld be d o in g  
w h a te v e r i t .  ta k e s to  r e t a in  A la s k a 's  c o n t r o l o f i t s  
re s o u rc e s . We A la s ka n s can s o lv e  o u r prob lem s o u rs e lv e s !

To b a la n c e  th e  b u d g e t, l e t  th e  peop le o f A la s k a  d e c id e 
i f  th e y  w an t a s ta t e  income ta x  o r no t.. You a re c u t t i n g  to o 
much to  f a s t  i n  y o u r sest- t.o c u t 60 m i l l i o n .  I t  w i l l  cause 
th e  S ta te  o f A la s k a '3  re s o u rc e s and c i t i z e n s  a wc-rld o f 
h u r t .

Look on page 116 o f A p r i l 1997 N a t io n a l G eog raph ic 
Magasine . T he re i s  no im pend ing budge t c r i s i s ,  th e  sky is  
n o t , f a l l i n g .  You a re  b e in g  duped in t o  th in k in g  th e re  is  an 
im pend ing c r i s i s !

Look a t how much damage y o u r o u ts a re c a u s in g . How many 
jo b s  w i l l  be lo 3 t?  How many c h i ld r e n  w i l l  go hung ry? Many 
u n n e c e s s a r i ly . A l l  t h i s  i s  happen ing in  one o f th e  r ic h e s t . 
3 ta te 3  in  th e  u n io n

T h in k ab o u t a l l  th e  unnecessa ry p a in  to  A la s k a you a re 
c a u s in g . You a re  ^ . e a t a u g ^ lT c r f s iT r  o f monumental 
p r o p o r t io n s , i f  you c o n t in u e  w ith  th e 60 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  c u t 
to  th e s ta te s  b u d g e t.

City Manager



D i s t a n c e  

D e l i v e r y
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Promoting d istance education a n d  
communication in Rura l Alaska

M E M O R A N D U M

D A TE : 4-6-97

TO : A la s k a  S ta te - Sena to rs , House o f Rep resen ta tives .

G ove rno r Tony Know les, Lt. G ove rno r Fran U lmer 

Sena to r Ted S tevens, Congressman Don Young

FROM : MARTIN LEONARD III, COORDINATOR, DISTANCE DELIVERY CONSORTIUM. BETHEL ALASKA

RE : SATELLITE INTERCONNECT PROJECT/PUBLIC BROADCASTING - CONTINUED
FUNDING FOR VITAL INFRASTRUCTURE FOR ALASKA

1.

2.

3.

THE FUNDING OF ARCS as the line item in the cu rre n t S tate o f A laska 's 
budge t is a grave m isrepresen ta tion . Almost all of the dollars committed to ‘ARCS’ 
are dedicated to paying the majority of the State's 1.5 million transponder/satellite lease. 
These sta te fund s go to opera te the sa te llite tra n sp onde r in co n ju n c tio n 
w ith d ire c tiv e s o f THE SATELLITE INTERCONNECT PROJECT (SIP) w h ic h  
ove rsees a ll o f the se rv ices mentioned below .

The SIP has developed infrastructure and governance tc m anage the State's satellite 
resource in support of: Public Radio. Public T elevision (rural and urban programming 
stream s). Distance Education, the Emergency Alert System  an d jh e possible pipe-line for
gflfnaute£Pata.transmissiQns (i.e. the iN l f iB N g l l
The upgrade of ou r sa te llite de live ry sys tem to it ’s cu rre n t 'w o rk in g ’ standard 
has increased ou r capac ity to de live r many more se rv ices . The D ig ita l 
upg rade to  ou r sys tem now enable Fou r Video Channe ls , 16 Radio lin ks , 
Em ergency B roadcas ting , and po ten tia l C om pu te r Data Se rv ices to res ide 
where once on ly one v ideo channel p re v iou s ly ex is ted . This has reduced  
operating ex p en ses for everyone involved creating a cost effective reliable m echanism  for the 
delivery of telecommunications initiatives state-wide.

4. The Sa te llite System is the in fra s tru c tu re p ro v id in g fo r bas ic 
te le com m un ica tio n s needs o f all A laskans . The system a llow s fo r reg iona l 
rep re sen ta tio n . This is not just about entertainment TV any more I



T h is S a te liite  sy s te m  and it’s  c o m p o n e n ts  bring A laska to the forefront of  
t e c h n o lo g y  e n h a n c e d  ed u ca tio n  and h ea lth -ca re  d elivery  a s  w ell a s  th e  
w h o le  te le c o m m u n ic a tio n s  aren a.

T h is in itia tive is p o sit iv e ly  a ffectin g  s ta te -w id e , national an d  in tern ation a l 
in terco n n ec tiv ity  for A lask an s and  will e n h a n c e  our p o s s ib ilit ie s  for p erso n a l  
and  e c o n o m ic  grow th .

T h e fed era l go v ern m en t (NTIA) h a s  p rov id ed  th e  fu n d in g  for th e  
d e v e lo p m e n t o f  m uch o f th is  vital in frastructure and th ey  d em an d  r e su lts , t )
w e can de-fund the ARCS/Public Television line item; thereby killing the whole SIP project 
and negating the hard work and dollars committed by Washington. Equipment in place is on a 
ten year lien arid will revert back to the Federal government if no longer being used for It’s  
original intent. We can be held liable by the granting agencies involved and eliminate any 
ch an ces w e have for future funding or 2) we can con tinue  to  fund  the SATELLITE 
/S IP  /  I t 's  Com ponent Services and  m ove fo rw a rd  w ith  the im p lem enta tion  o f 
d ne  o f the m o s t Im portant and w orthw h ile  investm en ts the NTIA , State o f 
A laska  and  p riva te  partners have ever supported . This ‘exem plary p ro je c t’ 
w ill ensure  fu tu re  fund ing  opp o rtu n itie s .

ANY DISCUSSION OF THE ELIMINATION OF PUBLIC 
BROADCASTING / ARCS TV / FUNDING OF THE SATELLITE 
TRANSPONDER; HOWEVER IT MAY BE PRESENTED, WILL:
• KILL ANY OPPORTUNITY TO MOVE AHEAD WITH VITAL 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS INITIATIVES WITHIN OUR 
STATE.

• SET STATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS PROJECTS BACK 15
YEARS (THIS INCLUDES: TECHNOLOGY ASSISTED 

EDUCATION AND HEALTH CARE, EMERGENCY 
SEP’,'ICES, AND COMPUTER INTERCONNECTIVITY).

• PLACE US IN EXTREME DISFAVOR WITH FUNDING 
AGENCIES VITAL TO THE GROWTH OF OUR STATE-WIDE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS INFRASTRUCTURE.

* Preserve funding for the Satellite Transponder. 
Preserve Public TV, ARCS, Public Radio, the Alaska III 

Education Channel, Gavel to Gavel, Emergency 
Broadcast Services and State-wide Interconnectivity*

Fund Vital Telecommunications Infrastructure - it’s
important for all Alaskans.
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[i PR  07 A p r il 3 , 1997
Represen ta tive  M a rk  H an le y  
A laska State H o u s e  o f  Representatives 
State C a p ito l R o om  507 
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

D ea r R epresen ta tive  H an ley :

W e , the unders igned  D epartm ent Heads o f  the U A F  C o lle g e  o f  L ib e ra l A rts (C LA ) , w o u ld  
lik e  to  express o u r deep conce rn  about the budget cuts b e in g  d iscussed by  the Leg is la tu re  
!i,r the  U n iv e rs ity  o f  A laska system , and, in particu lar, the nega t ive  im pact that any budget 
redu c t io n  w i l l  have on o u r Co llege's a b ility  to  d e liv e r a qua lity  a cad em ic  exper ience for 
A laskans.

W hen  the U A  budget does not g row  in  real terms, academ ic program s bear the brunt o f  
the resu lt ing  budget reduction . T h is  trend canno t continue! O v e r  the past f iv e  years, C L A  
has absorbed repeated "adm in istrative taxes" on  its budget, and, n o w , there are no 
d iscre tiona ry  funds left to cut. In  recent years, C L A  has lost 27 facu lty  pos it io ns . These 
m iss ing  facu lty  pos it ions matter--they represent lost spec ia lt ies creating  h o llo w  spaces in  
degree program s, and they represent an e co nom ic  loss to the Fa irbanks com m un ity  and 
the State. Last year the C L A  facu lty  trave l m oney  was e lim ina ted  a ltogether, rem ov in g  
th is v ita l o pp o rtu n ity  for facu lty  deve lopm ent. W e  recen tly  leam eo  that most o f  the C L A  
lecturer p o o l w il l  not be funded next year. Lecturers are ad junct teachers w h o  support 
degree program s, so m any classes that students need w il l  be cance led  next semester.

W e  s im p ly  canno t co n t in u e  to  absorb budget reductions at the C o lle g e  le ve l and sustain 
the h ig h  qua lity  academ ic opportun it ie s  that A laskans deserve from  the ir U n ive rs ity  
exper ience . W e  w o u ld  lik e  to have the C L A  budget g row  to reflect the need fo r q ua lity  
in-state h ig he r educa t ion . H ow eve r , i f  the L eg is la tu re  con t in ues to  d iscuss budget 
reductions  fo r the U A  system , then w e  b e lie v e  that it is im portan t that y o u  recogn ize  that 
the adm in is tra t ive  structure cannot be re lied  upo n  to cu t itself, and once  aga in , the 
reductions  w i l l  fa ll d isp ropo rtiona te ly  o n  the heart o f  the U n iv e rs ity—its ins truc tiona l 
program s. I f  past exper ience is a gu id e , then any budget redu ct io n  w il l  d ec im a te  a lready 
ser ious ly  underfunded  academ ic degree program s, and u lt im a te ly  the services that 
A laskans expect from  the ir U n ive rs ity .
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V e ry  tru ly  yours,
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P.O. 130X82100 
FAIRBANKS AK 99708 
31 MARCH 97

REP. MARK HANLEY
CO-CHAIR, MOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
716 W 4™  STE 300 
ANCHORAGE AK 99501-2133

R E C E I V E D  

APR o 7 1997

Dear Representative I lanlcy:

I am writing to express iny concern over the House Finance Committee’s FY 98 UA 
operating budget proposal. As a UAF student for several years, 1 have seen die impact ofbudget 
cuts trickle down to my level in the Form o f increased tuition and user fees. While 1 don’ t agree 
with every fee that has been imposed upon me as a potential user o f various services, I can 
appreciate the need to make these things more self-supporting. For example. I don’ t use the 
I Icalth Center, the Recreation Center or Computing Services, yet I pay to support them.

I have learned that this year’s budget euts w ill like ly result in the loss o f lecturers to the 
College o f Liberal Arts. I am majoring in I lislory and Political Science, so these cuts w ill affect 
me directly, in spite o f the fact that I ’m supporting things I don’ t use. CLA lecturers are self- 
supporting, as their services are paid via student enrollment to their classes. I realize your 
committee didn’ t make this decision, but as long as UA ’s budget continues to be cut, students o f 
“ impractical” liberal arts degrees w ill be the unfortunate beneficiaries.

I wish to hear your opinion on how you think the University o f Alaska might continue to 
provide quality and affordable education to Alaskans and promote economic development. It is 
becoming increasingly more d ifficu lt as each year brings a budget cut. I desire to remain in 
Alaska and contribute to its growth. As an Alaskan. I am disconcerted by the lack o f legislative 
investment in Alaska’s future through support o f education for its constituency.

Vc iy tru ly yours,
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Representative Mark Hanley 
F A X  465-2418

Dear Representative Hanley,

My nam e is Marg Parsons. I currently work in Public Assistance in Sitka and 
have been involved in human services for 20 years. I am writing express my 
concern of the proposed budget for Health and Social Services.

I have felt for many years that the welfare program in both the United S tates and 
Alaska desperately needed reform. I fully support the current and proposed 
reforms of the Food Stamp program and Aid to Families W ith Dependent 
Children. I firmly believe that with the present budget the goals of the proposed 
reforms can be obtained in the projected time line.

Unfurtunately, with the projected budget cuts I do not believe the reforms are at 
all possible and the project is doomed to certain failure.

The projected budget will make it  impossible to implement the basic elements of 
the new welfare delivery system, including the Welfare-to-Work orientation, 
community referrals, eligibility determination for the Diversion Program and 
development and monitoring of the Family Self-Sufficiency Plan. I want to point 
out that those last two were mandated by the State Welfare Reform legislation 
passed in May 1996.

The welfare case loads will not drop immediately. The information 'rom  the 
other states that have been successful show that perm anent drops occur 
gradually and tim e is needed to work with the recipients. The resources need to 
be there for the field workers and the recipients. Cutting child care, Welfare-to- 
Work programs and the other proposed systems will not allow my departm ent to 
do the job the legislature have requested of us. And in many cases, federal 
funding in contingent on a  certain success rate.

This should be an exciting tim e to be involved in welfare. 1 am aware of the 
feelings among the workers who will implement the reforms and we are 
enthusiastic to reduce the welfare roles, to reduce the abuse of the system and to 
increase the number of productive workers in the state. With the existing budget 
it can be a  success.

Please consider the negative impact upon the whole state, not ju st the current 
welfare recipients, of the budget cuts. You have requested the Department to 
implement reform, we are eager to do the job, now please give us the tools to do the 
job right.

PO Box 6461 
Sitka, AK 99835



Cook Inlet Tribal Council, Inc.
m m

M arch  17, 1996

RECEIVED 
Apr o e igg7

R epresen ta tive  M a rk  H a n le y
S ta le  C a p ito l
Juneau , A K  99801-1182

D ea r R epresen ta tive  H a n le y :

W e  have re v iew ed  the proposed reductions regard ing  the D epa rtm ent o f  H e a lth  and 
S o c ia l S e rv ices  budget for f is c a l year 1998. A lth o u g h  w e app laud  the efforts o f  the 
leg is la tu re  to tr im  sp end in g  and  d ow ns iz e  the state governm en t, w e  are conce rned  that the 
proposed budget reductions w i l l  n e g a t iv e ly  im pac t the opp lu n it ie s  that w i l l  ensure the 
success o f  w e lfa re  re fo rm .

W e  are ask ing  the leg is la tu re  to re instate the $6.6 m i l l io n  in  re in ves tm en t funds in to  the 
D epa rtm ent o f  H ea lth  and  S o c ia l S e rv ices  budget for f is ca l year 1998. T h e  re in ves tm en t 
fu n d in g  w i l l  a l lo w  D H H S  to increase efforts in  ass isting  A F D C  re c ip ie n ts  trans it io n  in to  
p ro d u c t iv e  em p lo ym en t oppo rtun it ie s . It is essentia l that the D epa rtm en t o f  H e a lth  and 
S o c ia l S e rv ices  re ce iv e  fu ll appropriation o f the $6.6 million in  re in ves tm en t d o lla rs . 
T hese  re in ves tm en t d o lla rs  w i l l  assist in  successfu l trans it iona l serv ices such  as; w o rk  
a c t iv it ie s , c h ild  care and  teen parent support.

T o  m eet n ew ly  im posed  federa l w o rk  requ irem ents the stale w i l l  have  to double cu rren t 
efforts w ith  regard to w o rk  and tra in in g  programs. W ith o u t these re in ves tm en t d o lla rs  it 
w i l l  be ex trem e ly  hard fo r D H S S  to m eet the s ig n if ic a n t cha llenges proposed by w e lfa re  
re fo rm . I f  w e  d o  not take a pro-active ro le  in  w e lfa re reform  and ensure that the needed  
resources such as, c h ild  care and w e lfa re  to w o rk  serv ices are a v a ila b le  to A F D C  
re c ip ie n ts  the costs w i l l  o n ly  increase and w i l l  b ecom e even  m ore burdensom e u p o n  the 
state in  future years.

S in ce re ly ,

C o o k  In le t  T r ib a l C o u n c il

6 70  W . F ire w e e d  L a n e , S u it e  2 00  • A n c h o r a g e , A la s k a  9 9 5 0 3 -2 5 7 8  • (907) 2 6 5 -5 9 0 0  • F A X  (907) 2 6 5 -5 9 4 7
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f a c s im ile
T R A N S M I T T A L

to: All Fairbanks Legislators
fax#: 465-2418
re: Alaska One
date: April 4, 1997
pages: 1, including cover sheet.

I am concerned that once again Public Televsion has been the object of budget cuts. 
This seems to me, as usual, "penny wise and dollar dumb." The residents of 
Fairbanks strongly support their public radio and television, and I hope that the 
legislature will take into account the benefit that Alaska. One provides. Not every 
Alaskan has a satelite link or cable in order to have an alternative for themselves and 
especially their children. HOW can we complain about the destructive aspects of 
commerical television and then choose to give no alternative to those programs. My 
children have grown up on Nature programs and other educational programs that 
have been avialable through public television. Please don’t cut the funding to Alaska 
One!!

From the desk of... 

Ann Jamieson

P.O. Box 189 
Ester. Alaska 99725

907-479-4673 
Fax: 907-479-6227

TOTAL P. 0 1



N O R T H W E S T  A R C T I C  B O R O U G H
P . O .  B O X  1110 

K O T Z E B U E ,  A K  99752 
(907) 442-2500 / F A X  442-2930

Apt'—04-97 16:58 NW A rc t ic  Borough 907 442 3740

April 4, 1997

Mark Hanley, Co-Chair 
Gone Therriault, Co-Chair 
State House Finance Committee 
Mail Stop 3100 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
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Dear Messrs. Hanley and Therriault:

On behalf of the Northwest Arctic Borough, and the eleven communities within our 
boundaries, we ask you to fully support maintenance funding for the University of 
Alaska.

Based on the level of funds appropriated last year, we ask for your consideration and 
passage for the same amount during the next Fiscal year.

Higher education is im portant to our residents, and to further erode the gains and 
access th a t have been made available to rural populations who have this need for 
education opportunities is being "pound" foolish.

If there is one avenue of hope into the future that is equally available to all 
residents throughout the state, it is the opportunity to get an education a t the 
institutions tha t we can continue to have access to. To further reduce the funding of 
the university budget is to deny our residents the opportunity to participate and 
secure long term success by having an education system that doesn't become remote 
or non-existent in the rural areas.

Arab lor, Auckland. Candle. Dsering, K:cava, KWalLna. Kobuk, Kottebue. Noatak. 
NoorrLk. Srlavrlk, Shungnnk
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Letter to House Finance Committee 
Page Two 
April 4,1997

I would hope th a t you sec this simple request as your moral guidance to keep 
education funded a t levels adequate for us to participate in from our regional 
perspective. We cannot expect to become more self-sufficient if we are to be denied 
funds for an education system if you continue to cut back funding levels. In recent 
years they have been devastating on a cumulative basis.

Please continue to fund the university system, and restore the proposed $2.5 million 
cutback.

Respectfully subm itted

uck Greene, Ittayor
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0. M. D*Frane4«co
President AT4T Alaacom

210 East Bluff Drive 
Anchorage. AK 90501*1100 
907 264-7687A p ril 4, 1997

The Honorable Mark Hanley, Co-Chair
House Finance Committee
The Alaska Stato House o f Representatives

Dear M r. Hanley,

I  was very concerned to ieam that the Legislature is discussing tho possibility o f eliminating 
fin d in g fo r public television and the Alaska Rural Communications Service (ARCS). M y concern is 
based on two issues.

First, as a relative newcomer to tho State (nearly two years), I quickly came to appreciate the 
value placed on public television and ARCS by Alaskans. I have tried to visit as many areas : fthe 
state as I could, and have been impressed by the support fo r these services that exists throughout the 
state. The public television facility is always one o f my stops on n y  visits in rural Alaska, as I have 
found that it serves as a real center point for information and issues going on in the community. 
Communications and bringing people together is my company’s business, and in all my career I have 
never seen a r-lacc where public television plays such a vita l role in this. That is why A T & T Ala'com 
(and A la s r .n  before it) have been such strong financial supporters o f public television. I w ill not take 
the time to enumerate all the services provided, because I believe you are very fam iliar with them

The second issue goes back to my arrival in Alaska. In the summer o f 1995, even before the 
sale o f Alascom to A T & T  was official, ( was made aware that a funding cut was threatening the 
survival • public television and ARCS, I was asked to participate in a coalition o f public broadcasters 
and State < Ticials to try to find a solution. What impressed me was that the request was not jus t for 
noney, but for my professional assistance in finding a solution. Through a combination o f technology, 
creativity, and real give and take negotiations, wc found a solution. This solution used a federal grant to 
purchase state o f the art technology, and a creative network configuration that greatly improved service 
and lowered cost. Wc are continuing !o improve on this solid base. Recent enhancements have enabled 
us to make ARCS “ non-prccmptablc”  for the firs t time, and work is in progress for the educational 
portion o f the network. Our teams are working together well and wc w ill continue to find more ways to 
deliver mere services more efficiently.

The solution I described, plus the means used to attain it, should serve as a role model for 
public/private partnership. In addition, it demonstrated how a not for p ro fit entity can help shape its 
own destiny, without just going to the well for more money. Elimination o f funding for this unique 
enterprise w ill send the wrong message. Instead, wc should be holding public television and ARCS up 
as an example o f how public and private concerns can come together fo r mutual benefit. My company 
and I are deeply committed to serving all Alaskans, bringing them closer together, and give them access 
to each other and the information and services they want and need. Wc believe that Alaska public 
television and ARCS is a critical means o f accomplishing this. I urge you to consider these facta in 
your deliberations.

Thank you,
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A p r il 2, 1997

Rep resen ta tive  M a rk  H a n le y
A laska  S la te  L eg is la tu re  V IA  F A X
State C a p it o l M a i l S lo p  3100 465-2418
Juneau , A K  99811 -1182

Dear R ep resen ta tive  H an ley :

I apprec ia te  the d if f ic u lt  p la ce  you are at in  d e a lin g  w ith  the budget cu t targets y o u  are n ow  fac ing .

N A N A  is o n e  o f  the s la te ’s largest p r iva te  sector em p lo yers , w ith  $28 m i l l io n  o f  ou r pay ro ll last 
year g o in g  to res idents in  the A ncho rage  area. W e  c o n t in u e  to g row  as a bus iness , and therefore w i l l  
have in c re a s in g  o ppo rtun it ie s  for em p lo y in g  o u r s ta le ’s res idents .

In  r e v ie w in g  the w e lfa re  re c ip ie n t num bers for A ncho rag e , Mat-Su, and Fa irbanks , the D iv is io n  o f  
P u b lic  A ss is tan ce  reports re flect these th i. ie  areas com p r is e  65% o f  the w e lfa re  case load . Juneau 
and K c n a i c om p r is e  an a d d it io n a l 12% o f  the case load .

T h e  n ew  w e lfa re  re form  requ irem ents m andate 25% o f  these in d iv id u a ls  be in v o lv e d  in  w ork 
a c t iv it ie s  w it h in  the next year.

N A N A  is com m itte d  to c o n t in u in g  its p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  p la c in g  w e lfa re  re c ip ie n ts  in  m e a n in g fu l and 
good p a y in g  jo b s . It is hoped the w e lfa re  reform  le g is la t io n  passed last year by  ou r state leg is la tu re  
w i l l  resu lt in  e n d in g  the devas ta ting  d ependency  on gove rnm en t. H ow e ve r , d u r in g  this trans it ion 
pe r io d  w h e n  m a n y  o f  the “ h ow  tos” o f  m ak in g  this a successfu l trans it ion  arc not yet k n ow n , the 
em p lo y in g  c o m m u n ity  m ust have seed m on ie s  to p ro v id e  the support serv ices th is hardest to em p lo y  
g roup  w i l l  requ ire .

T h e  fe d e ra lly  m andated  targets for p lacem en ts o f  w e lfa re  re c ip ie n ts  in  w ork  a c t iv it ie s  w i l l  be 
d if f ic u lt , i f  no t im p o s s ib le , to meet w ith o u t som e support d o lla rs  fo r the system  to w ork w ith . T hese  
in d iv id u a ls  w i l l  need  m an y  support serv ices to be s u ccess fu lly  p laced . A s em p lo ye rs , w e  expect 
fo rm er w e lfa re  re c ip ie n ts  to be ready to w ork , and to stay w ith  us once  p la ced . T ha t m eans carefu l 
s c re en in g  w i l l  h a ve  taken p la ce , that s k ills  le v e ls  w i l l  h a ve  been m easured , pre-em p loym ent s k ills  
addressed, such  as h ow  to in te rv iew , an awareness o f  w ha t s k ills  and b ehav io rs  arc needed  to be 
p ro d u c t iv e  (d ep e nd ab ility , ready to lea rn , ab le  to w ork  w ith  others, ab le  to m ake d e c is io n s , have 
bas ic s k il ls , etc.) , that c h ild  care, transportation , appropria te c lo th in g  and o ther w o rk  supp lies  are 
taken care o f. T h e se  are the very  basics i f  ou r slate is g o in g  to try the “w ork  first” approach .



O b v io u s ly , e ven  the first steps in v o lv e d  in  p la c in g  those w ith  em p lo ym en t barriers requ ires 
in te n s iv e  serv ices w h ic h  translates in to  do lla rs . T h is  does not address the do lla rs  that are needed  to 
support m ore ex tens ive  tra in ing  w hen  necessary, and because the state must have success in  rura l 
A laska , c o lla b o ra t io n , sta ff support, and con tra ct ing  w ith  lo ca l o rgan iza tio ns  must a lso  o c cu r w h ic h  
w i l l  have costs assoc iated .

T h e  w e lfa re  re in ves tm en t do lla rs  w h ic h  are not supp lem en ta l m on ie s , are needed b y  the em p lo y in g  
co m m u n ity  i f  w e  are to see w e lfa re  re form  work .

W e  urge y o u  to keep the S6.6 m i l l io n  in  re in vestm ent m on ie s  in  the w e lfa re  budget. A g a in , N A N A  
can h e lp  ou r state be successfu l in  p la c in g  w e lfa re  re c ip ie n ts , the b u lk  o f  w h ic h  are in  the urban 
areas. B ut, w e  w i l l  need the state's do lla rs  to m ake this h ap p en .

T hank  y o u  aga in  for y ou r h e lp  in  crea ting  an e c o n om ic  c lim a te  w h ic h  attracts new  bus iness to 
A laska because w e have a tra ined w ork fo rce to meet the ever c h a n g in g  dem ands o f  the w ork  p la ce .
I w o u ld  be happy  to d iscuss this w ith  you , and hope you  w i l l  support our request to keep these o ld  
d o lla rs  in  p la ce .

S in ce re ly ,

Sarah S can la n  
V ic e  Pres ident

sssh
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10011. BENSON BOULEVARD, ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99508/ (907) 265-4001 / FAX (907) 265-4123

A p r il 2, 1997

Represen ta tive  M a rk  H an le y  
A laska  State L eg is la tu re  
State C a p ito l M a i l S top 3100

V IA  F A X  
465-2418

Juneau, A K  99811-1182 

D ear R epresen ta tive  H an ley :

A s a p r iv a te  sector em p lo y e r w ho , a lo n g  w ith  others, has been in v o lv e d  in  lo o k in g  at ways in  
w h ic h  the State m ig h t d e liv e r  its serv ices m ore  e ff ic ie n t ly , e ffe c t iv e ly , and is custom er o r ien ted , 
y o u  arc to be com m end ed  for re ins ta ting  the $7.2 m i l l io n  in  C & R A ’s budget fo r the O n e  S top 
Centers . T h e y  are a c r it ic a l com ponen t for co n so lid a t in g  and co- locating serv ices to result in  a 
less fragm ented  system  o f  p u b lic  serv ices . W e  are at a p la ce  in  t im e  w here both f in a n c ia l ly  and 
s e rv ice  w is e , it is im pe ra t iv e  the hum an  resource d e liv e ry  system is focused on  the customer.

A laska  is w o rk in g  hard at b e com in g  a stale w here w c  can attract new  e co n om ic  d e ve lo pm en t 
opp o rtu n it ie s  by  h a v in g  a well- tra ined w ork force. T h e  O n e  S top Centers w i l l  be ins trum enta l in  
h e lp in g  to id e n t ify  the s k ills  gaps, tra in in g  needs, and em p lo ym en t oppo rtun it ie s , w ith o u t g iv in g  
the cus tom er the runaround , and  w ho  ends up re c e iv in g  the sendees needed to becom e a 
co n tr ib u t in g , p ro du c t iv e  c it iz e n .

A g a in , thank you  for you r fores ight on  this v e ry  im portan t pro ject that has taken m any  years o f  
hard w ork  to get to. I th ink  you  w i l l  see the benefits q u ic k ly  w h ic h  w i l l  be lo n g  lasting . T hank  
yo u , a g a in , o n  b e h a lf  o f  A la sk a ’s p r iva te sector.

S in ce re ly ,

Sarah S can la n  
V ic e  P res ident

SS/sWOI
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A R C hC nocese o f  a n c h o r a g e
225 c.o0(50VA StRCCt •  AnctlORAOe. A laslu 00501-2409 

907/258-78«8 • Pvc: 907/279 .1885

A p r il A, 1997

O f f ic e  o f  D io  A r c h b is h o p

M E M O R A N D U M  
TO : A ll A laskan Leg is la tors
F R O M : A rchb ishop  Franc is T . H u r le y
R E : W e lfa re  R e fo rm

T h e  G ove rno r and the Leg is lators have declared them selves on budget cuts. That is 
w ha t the voters have dem anded . T h e  next step is rea lly  the cr it ica l one: How?

It is ax iom a tic  that it costs m oney  to save m oney , costs in  the short term  and saves 
o ver the long  hau l. I f  that ax iom  is not honored , then the reach to stop the waste o f  m oney 
can end up  w asting  peop le , espec ia lly  the poor and ch ild ren .

C a n  a young  s ing le , w e lfa re parent enter the w ork force w ithou t counse ling , w ithou t 
training? C a n  a s ing le  m other at the lo w  end o f  the pay scale afford ch ild  care for her child?

Is it poss ib le to reform  the w e lfare system w ith o u t spend ing  m oney  to do so? A  few  
years ago Broth* <• Franc is She lter m ade a m a jo r reform  in  po licy ; instead o f  a llo w in g  the 
guests to stay in te rm in ab ly , they w ere assisted in  getting  jobs . T he  change worked but m oney  
had to be spent, C its ’ m on ey , to prov ide the self-suffic iency counse lor.

P o lit ic a l reality makes most peop le aware that t im e is abso lute ly essential to effect 
good and reasonab le w e lfa re reform  that does not pu t m ore peop le , young  and o ld , on  the 
streets. A ll the C h u r c h  leaders I  deal w ith , in d iv id u a l churches and C a th o lic  S oc ia l Serv ices, 
are ready to w o rk  w ith  the G ove rno r and the Leg is la tors in effecting  a system o f  reform . T h e  
State is by no  m eans broke f in a n c ia lly , though it m ust m o ve  to real e conom ic  sw ings in  the 
years ahead.

W e  as a State have  the personne l, the t im e  and the f in a n c ia l resources to make the 
change over a period o f  years rather than a ll at once . T h e  fa llou t from  federal leg is la tion has 
a lready show n  the danger flags o f  prec ip itous action . M a y  w e  in  A laska g ive  an exam p le o f  
reform  o f  w e lfa re  that saves wasted m oney  w ith o u t u nw itt in g ly  w asting  ch ild ren ,
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FAX MEMORANDUM, 2 pages 
April'3, 1997

F rom : C a th o l ic  S o c ia l S e rv ic e s  B o a rd  o f  T rustees:
Joe M o ra n - D e lis io , M o ra n . G e ra g h ty  &  Z o b e l 
C h r is  S w a llin g - S w a llin g  C P A s  
S u sa n  E ll io t t- C o n s o r t iu m  L ib ra ry . U A A  
D a v id  G o tts te in - D y n a in ic  C a p it a l M a n a g em e n t  
B e n  B a rre ra-N a tio na l B a n k  o f  A la sk a  
F ra n  M a rba rg e r- O ff ic e  o f  D r . P e te r M a rb a rg e r  
R e g in a  D e F ra n c is c o - C o m m u n ity  A d v o c a te  
D o n  S to n e b um e r- K e vs to n e/ K e v lra n s* r

L is a  M u rk o w s k i

W e  are c o m p e lle d  to  w r it e  e a c h  o f  y o u  w it h  th e  f o l lo w in g  m essage tha t o u t l in e s  w h y  
w e  b e l ie v e  som e o f  y o u r  b u d g e t re d u c t io n s  to s o c ia l s e n ic e s  w i l l  h u r t m a n y  fa m ilie s  
i n  A la sk a . W e  u rg e  y o u  to  t h in k  c a r e fu l ly  a b ou t y o u r  a c t io n s  and  h o w  they  w i l l  

p re v e n t m a n y  p e o p le  from  t ra n s it io n in g  from  w e lfa r e  to w o rk .

Let’s keep the promise of welfare reform.

I n  1996, the  le g is la tu re  passed S ena te  B i l l  98, a  b i l l  d e s ig n e d  to  m o v e  p u b l ic  ass is­

tance r e c ip ie n ts  from  the w e lfa re  ro le s  in to  th e  w o rk fo rce . T h e  b a s ic  p rem is e  o f  the  
b i l l  w as a d m ir a b le  - to h e lp  tho se  o n  w e lfa re  f in d  jo b s  a n d  b ecom e  se lf- suffic ien t. 
B ased  u p o n  that p rom is e . S ena te  B i l l  98 w a s  adop ted  b y  th e  le g is la tu re  and  s ig n e d  
in to  law r b y  th e  G o v e rn o r .

T h e  1996 “h e lp in g  h a n d "  p rom is e d  b y  the le g is la tu re  in c lu d e d :
» in c e n t iv e s  to g o  to  w o rk , g radua te  from  h ig h  s c h o o l o r  a v o c a t io n a l p rogram ;
• e l im in a t in g  th e  100-hour r u le  tha t d is c o u ra g e d  em p lo ym en t;
• p r o v id in g  fo r a n  a d d it io n a l 12 m o n th s  o f  M e d ic a id  co verage  d u r in g  the t r a n s it io n  

from  w e lfa re  to w o rk , a nd ;
• p r o v id in g  fo r c l i i l d  ca re  ass is tan ce  d u r in g  the  t ra n s it io n  p e r io d .

To: All Alaska Legislators



A t  the sam e t im e , the  le g is la tu re  c ra ck ed  do\ ,n  o n  w e lfa r e  abuse , e l im in a te d  e l ig ib i l ­
it y  fo r som e re c ip ie n ts  a nd  e s ta b lis h e d  t im e  l im it s  fo r a l l  r e c ip ie n ts . I t  w as a b a la n c e d  
app roa ch  a n d  A la sk a n s  b e l ie v e d  it  w o u ld  w o rk .

Y e t  less th a n  o n e  year la te r, th e  p rom is e  o f  a h e lp in g  h a n d  is  t u r n in g  o u t to be a n  
i l lu s io n .  N o t  b ecause  th e  u n d e r ly in g  le g is la t io n  w a s  w ro n g , b u t b ecause  tine cu rre n t 
le g is la tu re  appeal's to b e  c u t t in g  th e  p rom is e d  h e lp in g  h a n d  from  th e  budg e t . T he se  
cu ts w i l l ,  i n  tu rn , u lt im a te ly  c r ip p le  th e  su c cess fu l im p lem e n ta t io n  o f  w e lfa r e  re fo rm .

Ln the s p ir it  o f  th e  o r ig in a l le g is la t io n , th e  p u b l ic  a n d  p r iv a te  secto r h a v e  b e e n  co o p e r ­
a t in g  in  a n  u n p re ced en te d  w a y  in  o rd e r to  m e e t th e  fed e ra l w e lfa re  re fo rm  m anda tes . 
In  A la sk a , that m eans  m o v in g  th o u sa nd s  o f  p e o p le  o f f  th e  ro le s  a n d  in t o  th e  
w o rk fo rce . A  fo rm id a b le  task, b u t p o s s ib le  i f  th e  state a nd  p r iv a te  em p lo y e rs  c o n ­

t in u e  the w o rk  th e y  h a v e  started.

B u t  th e  cu ts  b e in g  im p lem e n te d  b y  th e  le g is la tu re  are h u r t in g  th is  effort. F o r  e x ­
am p le , i t  is  a n t ic ip a te d  tha t 2,000 m o re  c h ild r e n  w i l l  n e e d  day  care ass is tance in  o rd e r 

for th e ir  parent(s) to  h ead  o f f  to w o rk . A n d  e ve ry  em p lo y e r  k n ow s  tha t q u a lity , d e ­
p e n d a b le  c h i ld  care is  c r it ic a l fo r parents to su cceed  in  th e  w o rk p la c e .

T h e  p r iv a te  secto r is  a sk in g  fo r a re tu rn  to  th e  com m itm e n ts  o f  w e lfa re  re fo rm . W e  
suppo rted  its  o r ig in a l in te n t . A n d  w e  are c om m itte d  to  s e e in g  it  su cceed . B u t  w e  

n e ed  the le g is la tu re  to  fu n d  th e  b r id g e  b e tw e e n  w e lfa re  a nd  w o rk  and  to  stay the  
cou rse  w e  h a v e  set.

In  th e  w o rd s  o f  S ena to r L y d a  G re e n , “ S ena te  B i l l  98 is  a f irs t step in  a n  effo rt to 

break th e  c y c le  o f  w e lfa re  d e p e n d e n c e  a nd  to h e lp  w e lfa re  re c ip ie n ts  b e com e  m o re  
p ro d u c t iv e , se lf- su ff ic ien t a n d  f in a n c ia l ly  in d e p e n d e n t .”

T og e th e r , le t  us a c c o m p lis h  th e  d ie a m  o f  tu r n in g  s o c ie ty ’s d e p e n d e n t in to  th e  p r o d u c ­
t iv e . L e t  us e x te nd  to th em  the  h a n d  tha t w as p rom is ed .



K IDPAC
A  V o ic e  fo r  C h ild r e n

TO: Senator Miller, President, Alaska State Senate
Senator Pearce, Co-chair, Senate Finance Committee 
Senator Sharp, Co-chair, Senate Finance Committee 
Senator Wilken, Chair, Senate HESS Committee 
Senator Ellis, Senate HESS Committee 

/"Representative Haniey, Co-chair, House Finance Committee 
Representative Tnerriault, Co-chair, House Finance Committee 
Representative John Davies, House Finance Committee 
Representative Pete Kelly, House Finance Committee

FROM: Carla Timpone, Lobbyist, Kidpac
DATE: April 3, 1997

I was asked to forward to you the attached copies of a petition circulated at the 13th 
Annual meeting of the Fairbanks Association for the Education of Young Children, 
held recently in Fairbanks. The petition requests that careful consideration be given to 
budget items that impact children and their families, especially child care programs, 
welfare reform efforts, child support enforcement, Medicaid, and education.
Also attached are copies of letters individually addressed to particular members of the 
Legislature.
Thank you.

/ct
attachments

D C 2
211 Fourth St. Suite 108 Juneau AK 99801

p h o n e :  9 0 7 -5 8 6 -1 1 0 7 /4 6 3 -6 7 5 5  fa x : 5 8 6 -1 0 9 7  e -m a li:  d c c @ a la s k a .n e t

mailto:dcc@alaska.net


Sena to rs Be rt Sharp and D rue Pearce , C o -cha irs o f Sena te F inance

Representatives Gene Therriault and Mark Hanley, Co-chairs of House Finance
and

We, ea rly care and edu ca tio n p ro fe ss io n a ls a tte n d in g th e 1 3 th annua l Fa irbanks 
A sso c ia tio n fo r th e Educa tion o f Y oun g Ch ild ren , ask th a t yo u con s id e r ca re fu lly 
the dec is ion s yo u make on the s ta te  budge t, espec ia lly th o se th a t im pa c t A la ska 's 
ch ild ren . W e , th e 3 0 0 co n fe re n ce a tte ndee s , ask th is on beh a lf o f ou r ch ild ren , 
w h o are to o  yo u ng to speak fo r th em se lve s .

C h ild ren n o t o n ly dese rve th e bes t w e can g ive th em , in v e s tin g in p rog ram s th a t 
b en e fit ch ild re n in th e ir yo u n g e s t yea rs makes good fin a n c ia l sense . For eve ry one 
do lla r in ves ted ea rly , fo u r are saved la te r.

W ith th a t in m ind , w e urge yo u n o t to  c u t p rog ram s th a t se rve ch ild re n and th e ir 
fam ilie s . The cu ts a lready p roposed - in ch ild care p rog ram s , in p rog ram s to  m ove 
pa ren ts from  w e lfa re to  w o rk , in ch ild su p p o rt e n fo rcem en t, in m ed ica id , in pub lic 
b ro ad ca s tin g , in the hea lth y fam ilie s p rog ram , ana in edu ca tio n - go to o fa r. These 
are needed se rv ice s , n o t " to o  m uch g o v e rnm e n t" .

W e urge yo u to  res to re the se cu ts , and to  fu lly fu n d p rog ram s th a t se rve ch ild ren 
and th e ir fam ilie s .

S igna tu re P rin ted Name Add ress
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To
Representatives Gene Therriault and Mark Hanley, Co-chairs of House Finance 
and
Senators Bert Sharp and Drue Pearce, Co-chairs of Senate Finance

We, early care and education professionals^attencflncfthe 13th annual Fairbanks 
Association for the Education of Young Children, ask that you consider carefully 
the decisions you make on the state budget, especially those that impact Alaska's 
children. We, the 300 conference attendees, ask th.’i on behalf of our children, 
who are too young to speak for themselves.
Children not only deserve the best we can give them, investing in programs that 
benefit children in their youngest years makes good financial sense. For every one 
dollar invested early, four are saved later.
With that in mind, we urge you not to cut programs that se-ve children and their 
families. The cuts already proposed - in child care progr ims, in programs to move 
parents from welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public 
broadcasting, in the healthy fairr/ies program, and in education - go too far. These 
are needed services, not "too much government".
We urge you to restore these cuts, and to fully fund programs that serve children 
and their families.
Signature Printed Name Address
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Senators Bert Sharp and Drue Pearce, Co-chairs of Senate Finance

To
Representatives Gene Therriault and Mark Hanley, Co-chairs of House Finance
and

We, early care and education profession*,Is attending the 13th annual Fairbanks 
Association for the Education of Young Children, ask that you consider carefully 
the decisions you make on the state budget, especially those that impact Alaska's 
children. We, the 300 conference attendees, ask this on behalf of our children, 
who are too young to speak for themselves.
Children not only deserve the best we can give them, investing in programs that 
benefit children in their youngest years makes good financial sense. For every one 
dollar invested early, four are saved later.
With that in mind, we urge you not to cut programs that serve children and their 
families. The cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move 
parents from welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public 
broadcasting, in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These 
are needed services, not "too much government".
We urge you to restore these cuts, and to f,jlly fund programs that serve children 
and their families.
Signature Printed Name Address
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Senators Bert Sharp and Drue Pearce, Co-chairs of Senate Finance

To
Representatives Gene Therriault and Mark Hanley, Co-chairs of House Finance
and

We, early care and education professionals attending the 13th annual Fairbanks 
Association for the Education of Young Children, ask that you consider carefully 
the decisions you make on the state budget, especially those that impact Alaska's 
children. We, the 300 conference attendees, ask this on behalf of our children, 
who are too young to speak for themselves.
Children not only deserve the best we can give them, investing in programs that 
benefit children in their youngest years makes good financial sense. For every one 
dollar invested early, four are saved later.
With that in mind, we urge you not to cut programs that serve children and their 
fami’ies. The cutsjaJrdMy^proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move 
parents from welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public 
broadcasting, in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These 
are needed services, not "too much government".
We urge you to restore these cuts, and to ful’y fund programs that serve children 
and their families.
Signature Printed Name Address
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Senators Bert Sharp and Drue Pearce, Co-chairs of Senate Finance

To
Representatives Gene Therriault and Mark Hanley, Co-chairs of House Finance
and

We, early care and education professionals attending the 13th annual Fairbanks 
Association for the Education of Young Children, ask that you consider carefully 
the decisions you make on the state budget, especially those that impact Alaska's 
children. We, the 300 conference attendees, ask this on behalf of our children, 
who are too young to speak for themselves.
Children not only deserve the best we can give them, investing in programs that 
benefit children in their youngest years makes good financial sense. For every one 
dollar invested early, four are saved later.
With that in mind, we urge you not to cut programs that serve children and their 
families. The cuts already proposed ■ in child care programs, in programs to move 
parents from welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public 
broadcasting, in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These 
are needed services, not "too much government".
We urge you to restore these cuts, and to fully fund programs that serve children 
and their families.
Signature ^  Printed Name Address
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Petition to Reps. Therriault & Hanley and Sens. Sharp & Pearce
Cuts to programs for Alaska's children & families have gone too far:
restore to full funding.
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Petition to Reps. Therriault & Hanley and Sens. Sharp & Pearce
Cuts to programs for Alaska's children & families have gone too far:
restore to full funding.
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Petition to Reps. Therriault & Hanley and Sens. Sharp & Pearce
Cuts to programs for Alaska's children &. fam ilies have gone too far:
restore to full funding.
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Signature Printed Name Address
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Petition to Reps. Therriault & Hanley and Sens. Sharp & Pearce
Cuts to programs for Alaska's children & families have gone too far:
restore to full funding.
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Petition to Reps. Therriault & Hanley and Sens. Sharp & Pearce 
Cuts to programs for Alaska's children & families have gone too far: 
restore to full funding.
Signature Printed Name Address
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Petition to Reps. Therriault & Hanley and Sens. Sharp & Pearce 
Cuts to programs for Alaska's children & families have gone too far: 
restore to full funding.
Signature Printed Name Address
I 1 ]! U \   ̂U c--"mA K e\\ vi VA \V'Q -5  -3X3 ~D .vS^ <r ft P& . °rc ; 7  rQ

I T t nJ

/ L X  ^ i . 7 A / w /  W *  C ./t M '<
f 'l / /  '  f  f  _ ^
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Petition to Reps. Therriault & Hanley and Sens. Sharp & Pearce
Cuts to programs fo r A laska 's children & families have gone too far:
restore to fu ll funding.
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Dear

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, ir. programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about: CfjU' 6 h jL
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Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely,
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Dear

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about:

c Jk G i-c ! ) ,

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Signature
Name: ;\<N- c x g - ^ r \
Address: \ trbxAc:S
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Dear

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about: tM-, {ZJytaJLtJ&
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Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely,

Signature 
Name:
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Address:



Dear

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about:
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Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely,

Signature
Name: /77<cAl/^ ____
Address: (s>̂u.uvr<ry\ *$/
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Dear

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
w&ifare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about
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Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely,

Signature
fiir te a -kName

Address: A ? o ?  / f l i n t  J g J  .
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Dear !' -  • '

y

! urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about: v~X * V' •• «V
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y  -Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely,
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Dear f)lf 0.(ft X5hci/'p,

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about:

!  M i  c o n c e r n e d  about a n  o f  + h e  a b o v e , ,  b u *
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Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

V  /?
/u w m 1',Signature

Name: Atmhefjin &£ rSU____
Address: \ K U AjIZjfjd-

N-P/ Ak  w iv s



Dear 'ft&.r'k Shojrp

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about: CIvJIJAmO • u}Aamj sUJ-o

• rV)

c/wXa Ap-w  07^- CW v> T n a y t .  ■

U  O R  c a o r  f r d w u j  A© J b M  n u t  C u t  ^

Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely,

CjjhPiAcsjj A. "TficuA___SignatureSigr
Name: CQrrt//rL S. M.a.P-6
Address: •5~/<?d Aniht/sf hr

FcllA cQ)Aj; A t  Cj cf']p c )



'

Dear /IfVtL

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go tco far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about: -Hue. ty-Xvo

hiLoJJU j ajIUlJI vK  /̂ X uJJLa 'h>  <5X0 .4-0 .
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Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely,

Stgnatur
Name: A ry / , 0 <J*rJ!s

■■ MOX f lo a  ̂ - d  P r 'kfJLAddress



Dear \ y ^

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about: ^ 4 tuJi: OM.
XWS- Cv , 2 -?■* v \ .o - ,  \P caA<u ^  o n  - Coufii ( Z y l 5J  ,
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Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Name : c S p  m k m
Address: #Jh A&9-K3 32- I___

Iff '• v tY / 'n k - S )



Dear

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
am especially concerned about:
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Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

iigrjarure 7  or/ 27 0/7 7

7 2 7 a  u .
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0 .Dear

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about:

j o t  c /a u

';/n u x  / / o T T . 7  i a  / A A u T o r

} l/0 r 7 c r c < L ^  7 7 A
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Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely,

Iq m T a T /lT a  '2A-'Tlâ a. {7c 7 ^  - SkpWxaiA. CjAxkur)Signature I
Name: P P / m t  7 7 & A  / A / P S

Address: P0> S ax j& S ’o * '
rs a t Q90/I



Dear ^ 0 C \( x W  SVsO Jrp

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts alnady proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about:

cvU_ -̂coG^raxY  ̂ 'Wxai eW'e.cf s p ^ c i a L  kjulcU cVvVdrm
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Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely,

Name: Ar>g th p lh lM m_
Address: [C>)rS diT

fcirbankw PvR Q



Dear S>̂V) & tos~ -WMfP

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about:

- (Art kssistmre J th'ild df*
T ra in i up
a  W r

m

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,



Dear

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about:

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Signature '
Name: Cv jcr.i a/«o— vs* It? ____
Address: 7/*■/ Ck-rt \ d ̂ rv \ &■

F b U



Dear

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about:

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Signature
Name:

rS .

Address: A y  / Q / H ___________



I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about: , . J
cU ~  * 6 ?  ̂  /W V

\  ,  - J >
A H -* * !
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Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely,

Signature
Name: >5/Z/?J
Address: J s c/  /X*̂ /

/UsnJ( /2 r& ;  /J /T



'

Dear

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan chilciren and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed services, not "too much government".

to

am especially concerned about:

d flh  Imudc kjdpAA* u t ■faaAditj jr<rtou Itktf vrt
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Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Name: dcocPA 106 L. Gc&ycJ) 

Address: Pyy fix. 1̂3(2.
f e 1̂ ,  AR <=H r ?cn



Dear

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about:: C K aW  C o a x ,

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Name: rCa. V-L-* 1 X-_____
Address: A ir, fip



Dear S M * / 5

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
v elfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about:
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Thank you for your consideration.

Name: A—
Address: Ĉ> f J?̂ /ŵcŴ/c. UP

Y^(3rZ7Tf~ (pOC Êp y /HC- 7 Ojy



Dear -$enaW W'pj

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs tc move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about: ptVJjfZJMS pc<rfC/lds
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Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely,

o n i

Signature
Name: OadfcL F)o5eph t-Q^oobv 
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q  Dear D C j IN  / ' S . F N A A H -  'S 'A 'M o p

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in rTl>grams to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, ii: ̂.jdicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about:

Tb, Cl-Mu? CAUr » V IC £ 5

!
Don't f
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n r p  ' w j e  t  ^  m ^ > j  j  
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Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely,

Name: AlNrttfiHftirlF
£  Address: I Ip'l1 CTl LS-fy)Y? .1 A\I

PMcs f\L gqnN

Name:



Dear - t - c t  j •

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
am especially concerned about: M'L X° u , v ^ “4 .dlAuiKj

Cj/uJlA ( W  . CLi a v -  w
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Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely,

Signature (1
Name:  flT ltn^  /A M .4 - ) c u a n a h
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Dear

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about:
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Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely,

/A dyuyid
Signature ~ / ^
Name: A
Address: PO ■& JcZ-A________

d o ^ A . AK. 1323 g



I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about:
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Thank you for your consideration. jOed-̂ JLt- OJL̂ p̂ jJiAŝ
Sincerely, (/A “|f̂ rL tdl'̂ A-is\i— 0
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I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care piograms, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about:

a d  a J>G<jCk
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Dear ^

hank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely,

Signature
Name:
Address: tooo V J  d P K f \ P E

V i . fttc nso7



■

Dear ^

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about:

Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely,

S ig n a tu f ^  ^

Name: r,^
t /

Address: A  9  A '  y 6 A y y ? y ' / A n  P



Dear bU uL fotU

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about:

C J u ic L  & dA t. X  T A P  9 P P L  • - '
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Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

th x 22TamMlSignaty/e
Name: fkfhj W -w itt_____
Address: * -1 5 8 'I jX Z L k /L  Z t

fv3 .fr/>dtd:( My ct f W



Dear G ^ T L jj

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about: ,  ̂ j
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Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Signature
Name: L&.\/oi1 /7 ^ 6\ odA t
Address: H 12-Q fkbritiiSz/. (UrcU,

fw h a M tiJ f f  7 ,9 7



D ear  i x a c d f a

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the heaithy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about:

(%}dGoJu IVjA oouJ j- .

jy & m k o d  { f i  O u t . 2Uc S o
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Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely,

ignature 
Name: L£&_ L-OV&K
Address: Ka I iCA^4'

Fflfo, A l t  . q w



«>
Dear

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care preqrams, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about: Thi J, • ,/ „ , , /j J

1 YiL C v a I s  . A n u t ,

H u  | ) ^  / jL  < \ \ \ J
'J | i j /
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Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely,

J .  A w / 1Signature ^  /
m r l L *  Hi. a\,0

^ r1 F«'uVtji <̂ 4 kii, - d 1 .
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Dear ̂hly-n̂ onx bit, iOik

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about:

QjuOhis O J -JlcLa ^ 'P ll
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Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Signature
Name: dL 5 CLn A, PpQjaeSorJ
Address: c$r~?Q I PLl A/iê r bjf-t /3pi:. (̂ £
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Dear y

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about:

fo A L .'iAc(L ^ .cJ \ 
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Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely,

Signature
Name:
A ddress: 7 7 / /  & -

1 9 7 0 9



_ Dear ff̂ g jf]!/fer

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about:
Cush, i n  /u, U i

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Signature
Name: Ha.f'm f&- IkName:

£ (Y /SDn f l f S  , A / t s f a

9170^

Address:



Dear

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about:

t f jA U T 't d /h C ffre L . rt'U J S  /fa s  

j/\S f» L c T  "  T b  A
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Thank you for your consideration.

Address:
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I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about:

a lb a ^ f-  u 2> K ^ A

O / v v j^  cJjuJlA -

c£lCuSS<^S>.

Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely,

Signature
Name: UJvAd̂ IOiQXIjjlÂ___
Address: ‘U)c4s

c < \ ^ r ?sV  ^  W S
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Dear

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work,' in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about: y

atcs y y z t/y  x-
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Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

sZtey

Address: / W 6  ... .......
rJgyyyyy <7fJ&3 ' y^



I urge y. j not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about:
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Name: Paifu 01 f i r / i t  iM cU  .
Address: VS?/ <i)fcL̂ LTj S~f ,

Fairbanks >{lo

Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely,

Signature



I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about: 1 ^
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Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely,
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Dear

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents Vrom 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education go too far. These are needed services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about:

^ p /Z o p o ^ a J L . jsO  /b ld J n o f to ^ < ^
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consideration.

Sincerely,

bidnarturff v
Name: eCfc/fi/fS
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9  Dear $ e w v W  T w

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about:
"TU ^ v* cV̂ .,A,r~ 7 ' ̂

C  '• v - 'C r

_  . t o - - <

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Name:
Address



D e a r  S en a }

I urge you not to cut programs that serve Alaskan children and their families. The 
cuts already proposed - in child care programs, in programs to move parents from 
welfare to work, in child support enforcement, in medicaid, in public broadcasting, 
in the healthy families program, and in education - go too far. These are needed 
services, not "too much government".
I am especially concerned about:
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Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely,

Signatu
Name: M S
Address: 1515D did- S>('LoCLX?)  ̂_?

c S fL o \rC i-^ , ^
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Representative Mark H anley 
Finance Committee Co-Chair 
State Legislature 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
Phone: 800-465-4936 
fax: . 907-46&-24I8

The Finance Sub-Committee is considering reducing the amount of the Child Care Grant 
by ONE MILLION DOLLARS! Please reconsider!

1) Quality Child Care is important to me because

b f-  tr\_ A *** /* * !
'  2) The Child Care Grant is important to Alaska's children because V '
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' b. Improves the quality of care for my children -
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^Twould like to know what your actions are regarding Child Care issues^ f  4 flQ ji_y V̂i ^  *
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enier into the record my testimony to the —7------------committee name
committee on j$r7 ( ~7 b _ , dated H£ t~1.. .
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Signed: " V j& U f 6 - C ^ 2 1 irA ^ A £ ^ l̂______
Testifier^

^ ■ 'tl- tJ'fr)s!sC U 4~ *t£ i$ / ___________________
Representing (Optional)
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Address
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March 18,1997

TO: House Finance Committee Members

FROM: Stefanie Gorder, Executive Director

RE: Proposed cuts on tourism funding

There are some important decisions concerning the future of the Alaska tourism industry 
in front of you. I urge you to consider the following when making these decisions.

The Kenai Peninsula Tourism Marketing Council was founded by small businesses. The 
perception was that by combining our often limited resources with others, the Kenai 
Peninsula would have a collective presence in the marketplace which would allow for a 
s'-ong, consolidated voice. Five full years and over 400 members later, we have turned 
this perception into a strong reality.

The KPTMC consists of individuals, businesses, and communities who created a Kenai 
Peninsula Cooperative Marketing Program for the purpose of increasing prosperity and 
improving the quality o f life within the Ke-jai Peninsula Borough.

We are one organization with over 400 Alaskan members who have a vested interest in 
the Alaska visitor industry. Each small business would be devastated by a $3.5 million cut 
in tourism programs. We must maintain our position in the nationwide market and need a 
unified statewide message to help pave the way. The small businesses we represent can 
not afford to market their product to the lower 48, let alone the rest of the world. Nor 
can our regional council afford to take over Division of Tourism programs which must 
continue to maintain Alaska’s position in the marketplace.

/
Do not hesitate to contact me at 283-3850 if  you have questions regarding our 
p o s i t io n in I  encourage you to think clearly and consider the results of any cut from 
tourism marketing programs. The future of Alaska’s tourism industry is in your hands.

phone (907) 283-38.50 
fax (907) 283-2838 

c-mail kpfmc<?alaska.nec 
150 North Willow 

Kenai, Alaska 99611

TOTAL P . 01



LOGISTICS
315  E  Street, Suite # 10J 
Anchorage, A K  99501 
FAX n 907-276-6061

To: Alaska State Legislators

From: Toni Walker Date: March 17. 1997

Re: Tourism Budget and Program Cuts Pages: 2

0  Urgent □ For Review □ Please Comment 0  {'lease Reply □ {'leas' Recycle

. . Notes: Wc have just been notified by the Alaska \isitors Association that the House Finance

■ i; j$ujjcQtnhiiuee on Commerce and Economic Development is recommending a budget that will

\ êliminate the Division of Tourism entirely, and effectively cut the Alaska Tourism Marketing

Coiihcifbudget by over SI million A $3.5 million dollar cut to tourism is outrageous!!! Alaska

irism is a vital and viable industry to this state and it's abort time our government recognizes

it’s importance to the growth of Alaska! While other states continue to increase their tourism

marketing budgets, Alaska continue to cut, cut, cut! We are 1 osing out to competing destinations.

Small businesses cannot reach a national travel market alone ai d when is the State of Alaska going

to realize this’’ By eliminating tourism and business development programs, our company will be

effected! Logistics is a Destination Management Company whose main livelihood is Alaska

Tourism. Without dollars being contribute to the promotion of Alaska and creating the



desire to visit our wonderful state we will be out of business, .1 ask that everyone, sejiouslv 

reconsider this budget cut and not allow this to happen. Tourism should not be compared to other 

expenditures because it is an investment In fact, il is an investment with nn outstanding return 

record. A cut in the tourism budget (which has already been significantly cut during every 

congressional session for the past 5 years) might reflect a reduction in short turn expenditures but 

it will also, without question, stifle the fastest growing industry’ in the stale

"\
: \ /! I

:J i f f K ,  I.

Toni Walker 
Partner
•4021 Tree Circle 
Anchorage. AK 99502

Arthur Roraff 
Partner 
9210Flintock 
Anchorage, /\K 99507

 —  C ■
Brian Becker 
Partner
1008 li. 9,h Avenue, #H 
Anchorage, AK 99501
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March 21,1997

To The House Finance Committee:

1 am writing to you in support of House Bill 75 and would like to have my testimony 
entered in to the record.

Having lived in Sitka for all of my life I do not recall experiencing the financial struggle to 
simply exist. For many years our economic base was sound, we had hundreds of federal 
workers and we were able to live a comfortable life on government property (Japonski 
Island). Over a period of years (twenty to twenty-five) the government run Mt. 
Edgecumbe High School was closed, families were given eviction notices rnd the island 
life as we knew it was gone

We had the fishing industry which provided an income for people as well. The fish were 
abundant and the regulations few. Fishing for the most part is no longer a dependable 
means of income. The fisherman doesn't get the $8 - $ 10 a pound that consumers are 
charged unless they have big money permits.

In the 1950's the pulp mill was opened and employed hundreds of people and the 
economic base was still sound, the timber contracts were long range and we felt safe. The 
prices of pulp based products would rise and fall, the union employees were very well paid 
and had excellent benefits. The administration of the mill changed and it was "out with the 
old*1. Even with this drastic measure the end of another era was in sight.

I have been a part of the Sitkans Against Family Violence advocates for three years. Our 
women are homeless, they have no money, some have marketable skiils but for the most, 
part this isn't the care. Violence, theft, murder and rape haven't d' ...ppeared - if anything 
the problems have increased. Alcohol, unemployment and cost of living bury them in a 
feeling of helplessness.

We need funding for programs to help people to obtain jobs, child carc, counseling and so 
much more.

Thank you for your time. ^

Caym Coleman ^ . C L//V lA Ls^
SAFV Advoccte (j



Ms. Donna J. Wottlin P.O. Box 3356 Seward AK 99664 Phone: (907)224-5711
^  Representative Mark Hanley
Co-Chair House Finance Committee 
State Capitol (Interdept. Mail Stop: 3101)
Juneau AK 99810-1182 FAX: 907-465-2418 March 29, 1997
Dear Honorable Mr. Hanley:

I am writing to ask that you not make across the board cuts to Medicaid options whiuh include: 1) rehabilitation services, 2) case management, 3) medical 
supplies,4) prosthetics, and 5) mammography.I have been a Licensed Practical Nurse for 22 years and have lurther education which 
includes 3 semesters short of a Bachelor’s Degree in Nursing. My nursing experiences are in Long 
Term Care, Rehabilitation, and Respite Care while living in Seward the past 10 years, lama 
registered voter in District D. I arn writing because I believe this issue is particularly important to the citizens who reside in Seward that depend on Medicaid.
Many of whom are unable to voice these concerns for themselves because of their disabilities.

I would like to go back to the past and explain why across the board cuts did not make 
sense in Podiatry care when that option was cut a few years ago. One of my clients here in 
Seward is Diabetic and because of the disease, he has been left with a neuropathy ( no feeling ) in 

^  his feet. This is very common side effect of Diabetes. Another common side effect is poor ĉirculation to the extremities. He/she is dependent upon the Podiatrist and the prescribed orthotics ( 
foot bod inserts for his shoes) for management of these side effect. If he/she becomes unable to afford these services on his/her limited budget they will without question, lose a foot to amputation, 
due to sores that will not heal and become gangrenous.

This leads to the legislature’s consideration of cutting prosthetics. Now, if this person loses 
their foot because of Medicaid option cuts, he/she will not even be able to get a prosthetic, because of this years proposed cuts; to lead a more functional life. This will turn into a spiraling 
expense as this persons health will surely suffer and he/she will require even more Medicaid services.I can give you a similar story for each of the options you want to consider 
cutting. It must look like an easy solution from an administration standpoint, but from a medical 
perspective; to cut preventative, management, and helping services does not make economic 
sense. The longer people can be healthy and contribute to the community, ( and stay 
out of a nursing home) the cheaper it will be for Medicaid.Moving people out of the nursing homes has already saved Medicaid hundreds of thousands dollars. But these people still need services!

Please do not cut Medicaid services at this time.
Sincerely,
Ms. Donna J. Wottlin, L.P.N.

Herb and Donna Wottlin « ( 9 0 7 )  224-5711 803(22/97 ® 11:09 AM D I/1
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To the House Finance Committee:
Please enter my testimony into the record for House Bill 75:
I am the Direct Services Coordinator for Sitkans Against Family Violence and have served in this job far nine years. I am asking the House Finance Committee to please fund the Council on Domestic Violence and Sexualt Assault to the maximum extent possible. We desperately need every penny of the $651,000 that the Council is getting over their FY97 budget.
The Council provides SAFV with approximately 75% of our funding. Domestic Violence continues to be a serious problem in Sitka and the rural communities we serve - Kake, Angoon and Port Alexander. In the first half of FY97 we provided 1504 bednights to women and children who are victims of domestic violence. We provided an additional 923 contacts to victims needing our non-residential services including counseling, advocacy, court accompaniment and referrals. These numbers were an increase over our FY96 first two quarter statistics.
Shelters need funding to be able to maintain well-qualified workers. In my position i supervise all the advocates in our shelter. I am appalled that we can only pay an overnight advocate who has worked here for six years $5.61/hour. She makes $5.61/hour to answer crisis calls and deal with late night sexual assaults and domestic violence incidents.
SAFV also needs funding to maintain adequate, healing environments for victims. At SAFV, our residents had no water pressure in the kitchen sink and bathroom because we could not afford to hire a plumber. We had to rely on volunteers tinkering with it over the winter as best they could.
Also, with so many residents in and out of the the shelter there is wear and tear on carpets, walls, and furniture. Things get worn out and tattered quickly and then is rarely money for replacements. We rely on donations and volunteers to help spruce the shelter up but there are certain things we must purchase like vaccuums, washers, dryers and materials for repairs.
We manage to do much with very little as it is, but extra money is needed to maintain safetj ' ' ‘ " 1 l. Thank you.
Victoi
Direct Services Coordinator, SAFV
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Sitkans A gainst Family V iolence
P.O. Box 6136 * Sitka, Alaska 99835 

(907) 747-3370 • Fax 747-3450 • Crisis Line 1-800-478-6511

To the House Finance Committee:
Please enter my testimony into the record for HB 75:
I am the Director of the Sitkans Against Family Violence shelter in Sitka, a program funded through the Council on Domestic Violence and C Txual Assault. I am testifying to ask that the House maintain the funding that has been put in the Council's budget for FY98. As you are we!! aware, most of the increase in funding from FY98 over FY97 in the Council budget is due to federal funding. Programs like SAFV across the state that work with victims of domestic violence need every penny of this federal funding in addition to the money that we receive from the state to ensure safety for women and children.
The SAFV shelter in Sitka provides housing, counseling, advocacy and education to women and children who are victims of domestic violence and sexual assault. The SAFV shelter has seen dramatic increases in its caseload in the last three years since our town’s major industry, the pulp mill, closed down. The depressed economy that Southeast towns have experienced with the decline of the timber industry has created greater family stresses and greater family violence. For women and children who are the victims of that violence in Sitka, Kake, Angoon, and Port Alexander, the SAFV shelter may be their only option for safety. In FY96 we provided 2 1 2 0 bednights of 
safety to victims of domestic violence. Without SAFV, these women and children may have been forced to remain in violent homes or live out on the street.
The extra federal dollars in the Council budget will be used to continue to provide the bare necessities to ensure women and children's safety. At SAFV, this money :s needed to keep well-trained workers on the job. We pay our overnight advocates $5.51/hour and day advocates $10.35/hour. If it Wfe< e not for the devotion of our employees, it would be impossible to keep a competed ̂taff at these salaries.
Extra federal dollars are needed to buy educational booklets and videos for our children's groups and to expand our Children's program. Children who are victims of domestic violence often become the batterers and adult victims of tomorrow. At SAFV, we currently have one worker whose job it is to work with resident and non­resident children victims and do groups in the schools. This year she could not buy adequate workbooks for her groups because we could not afford it. More counseling and preventative work needs to be done with children but we do not have the fund.ng 
to currently do it.
Extra dollars are needed to maintain a safe residence for women and children. Ot,r shelter is a 25-bed facility. Routine maintenance problems like broken sinks and dryers arise daily and require funding which we do not have. We rely on volunteers

Member of the Alaska Network on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault 
United Way Member Agency
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but cannot always find the appropriately skilled volunteers to fix the problem.
The Council is 75% of our funding. The rest of our budget comes from local business and individual donations, fundraising, the City and Borough of Sitka’s revenue sharing program, Tlingit and Haida, and small corporate grants. We access ̂very revenue source possible to do our work but rely heaviiy on the Council's funding and could not 
survive without it.
I have included with my testimony letters from the ST.o community emphasizing the 
importance of SAFV. Thank you for your time.

Executive Director
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To t h e  H ouse  F in a n c e  C o m m it t e e ;

P le a s e  e n t e r  my t e s t im o n y  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  f o r  H ouse B i l l  75:

I  am a r e s id e n t  o f  Kake who h a s  s o u g h t  o u t  t h e  s e r v ic e s  o f  
S it k a n s  A g a in s t  F a m ily  V io le n c e ,  a p ro g ram  fu n d e d  p r im a r i l y  
t h r o u g h  t h e  C o u n c i l  o n  D o m e s t ic  V io le n c e .  I f  i t  w a s n ' t  f o r  t h e  
SAFV s h e l t e r ,  I  w o u ld n ' t  b e  a r o u n d . What I  e s p e c i a l l y  l i k e  i s  
t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  f a c t o r .  Human S e r v ic e s  i n  my v i l l a g e  a r e  
l im i t e d  - h e r e  a t  SAFV I  g e t  m ore a t t e n t io n ,  w h e n e v e r  I  n e e d  i t .  
I t ' s  g ood  t o  g e t  away from  my s i t u a t i o n  i n  Kake to  come t o  SAFV 
f o r  t a l k i n g ,  r e a l i t y  c h e c k s  and  t im e - o u t . I  was g la d  t h e y  c o u ld  
p a y  f o r  t h e  f l i g h t  f o r  m y s e lf  and  tw o c h i l d r e n ,  o t h e r w is e  I  
w o u ld n ' t  h a v e  b e e n  a b le  to  come t o  SAFV.

SAFV c l i e n t  and  
Kake R e s id e n t
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307 Kashevaro ff Sireet 
Sltka: Alaska 99835 

(907)747-8395

"Educating students to be corapetat. ll®*e, 
and r&tponaidle cittefls."

Date; March 21,1997

From: Linda Selvig
Counselor
Verstovia Elementary School

Ta Christm*’ McLeod 
Director
Sir Jeans Against Family Violence

Re: SAFV7 Small Group Counseling Program at Verstovia

fo r the past two years I have had the opportunity to work 'vith. Donna Kayne- 
Davis, SAFV Ch ildren ’s Program Coordinator. At the start of every School year, 
Donna and I meet to discuss students at Verstovia who could benefit from a 
small group counseling program. Many of the students referred, am  ones that 
Donna has worked with at the SAFV shelter

Donna spends Tuesdays with fourth and fifth grade girls, Wednesdays with, 
fourth and fifth grade boys and Thursdays with third grade boys and girls. 
Students meet during their lunch times one day a week.

When we begin the groups, Donna and 1 discuss what topics w ili be covered 
such as self concept, drug and alcohol education, persona) safety and conflict 
resolution.

Parents must sign a permission slip to be a part of the group.
Donna and I meet weekly to update each orher on each student's progress in 
the group.

1 am extremely pleased with this program and believe that students in  the 
group benefit tremendously. It is my hope that this program w ill continue for 
next year. Donna and I make a great team. We plan to get started earlier next 
year and spend more time coordinating our programs so that we can meet the 
needs of more students.

Thank you.
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MT. ED CEQ IM U E  HOSPO-'i.

D ate: 3 /21 /97

To; C h r is t in e  A. McLeod 
E x ecu tiv e  D irecthE  
S itk a n s  A g a in st Fam ily V io lence  
Box 6136 
S i tk a  -AX 99535

Dear Ms. McLeod

As a community member and m ental h e a l th  w orker, I  would l i k e  to  
e x p re ss  nty a p p re c ia t io n  fo r  th e  good work you and th e  e th e r  s t a f f  
a t  SAFV have done ov er th e  y e a r s . As you may know, th e  b u lk  o f  my 
c a se  lo ad  h a s  been  w ith  a c u te  p s y c h ia t r ic  c a se s , and many o f  my 
c l i e n t s  have been  trau m a tize d  by fam ily  v io le n c e . When s e t t i n g  up 
a f t e r c a r e  s e r v ic e s ,  i  f re q u e n tly  recommend my p a t i e n t s  go to  SAFV, 
where th ey  r e c e iv e  s e n s i t iv e  and p ro f e s s io n a l  tre a tm e n t "than i s  th e  
b e s t  hope f o r  b re a k in g  th e  c i r c l e  o f v io le n c e .

Z c e r t a i n l y  hope SAFV co n tin u es  to  g e t  th e  su p p o rt needed to  keer 
do ing  t h i s  im p o rta n t jo b .

Good Luck.1

c e * *  r __
C l i f f  F in c h e r  LC5W

EXECUTIVE OFFICES
3245 HOSPITAL DR IVE
JUNEAU. AK 0960.1 (607; 4C-3-4O0O

MEDICaL CENTER (SOT) 463-KMO 
DENTAL CENTER (907) 463-4011 

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99S01
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F.O. BOX 188 - ANGOON, ALASKA 99820 - (9 0 7 )7 8 8 -3 ^1 1  - FAX (907) 788-3412

March 12, 1997

To Whom It May Concern;

Angoon Community Association is pleased to write a letter 
of support for Sitka Against Family Violence (SAFV).

SAFV has, through the past years, emergency shelter that 
the Angoon Community can use in cases of abuse and 
neglect. They also provide some workshops re: Child 
Abuse, neglect, stress, and women’s support, to name a few. 
For this reason our Tribal Government, in-kind, provides 
space for the workshop, posts notices of future workshops, 
and announce on the Citizen Band radio all workshops 
available.

It is our hope that SAFV receive their needed grants for the 
much needed services they provide.

Sincerely,

T l'liiX

Marlene Zuboff 
Executive Director
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C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h  o f  S i t k a

1C0 LINCOLN STREET • SITKA, ALASKA 9S835

Providing for Today ... Preparing for Tom orrow

March 12. 1997

Christine A. McLeod 
Executive Director 
Sitkans Aga inst Fam ily Violence 
PO Box 6136 
Sitka. A laska 99835

“  h -

The^e rv ices provided by your organization meet the needs of those persons who are 
victims o f sexual assault and domestic violence and should be commended. Sitkans 
Against Family V io lence is vital to the well-being of our community.

The City and Borough o f Sitka is in full support o f the goals and objectives of Sitkans 
Against Family Vio lence. The City of Sitka recently gave financial support to Sitkans 
Against Fam ily V io lence by providing a S100,000. dollar loan at 0% interest for the 
purchase o f its building. The City & Borough of Sitka continues to apply fo r and pass 
on to you those funds tha t are available to you through the State Revenue Sharing 
Program. Any efforts made by your organization in applying for grants need to be 
approved.

Gary L. Paxton 
Municipal Adm in istra tor

F \USER5\LIN0AU.ETTERS\SAFv
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J^ O U T H gA S T ^ L A S K A ^ E G IO N A L jp jE A L T H ^ O N S O R T IU M

MT. EDGECUMBE HOSPITAL • 222 TONGASS DRIVE • SITKA, ALASKA 90835 - (007)966-2411

March 1 0 ,1 9 9 7

Chris tine A . McLeod, Executive D irector 
S itkans Aga in s t Fam ily Violence 
P.O. Box 6136 
Sitka, AK 99835

Dear Ms. McLeod,

I am w ritin g to express the Southeast Alaska Regional Health Conso rtium 's 
(SEARHC) strong suppo rt o f the Sitkans Aga inst Fam ily V io lence (SAFV) g ran t 
app lica tion to the State o f Alaska.

SAFV is invaluable to the communities o f Sitka, Angoon and Kake. SEARHC 
unequ ivoca lly feels th a t th is is an essential program . In add ition to being a 
pro fess iona l, cu ltu ra lly appropria te operation, it is the only p rov ide r in our area o f 
th is fundam en ta lly im po rtan t service. W ith the rate o f dom estic vio lence on the 
rise, it is im pera tive th a t programs, exemplified by SAFV, w h ich e ffe c tive ly address 
th is u rgen t problem be fu lly funded.

In c los ing , please be assured of SEARHC's endorsem ent o f the SAFV app lica tion 
and comm itm en t to fu tu re co llabora tion and suppo rt.

S in c e r e ly ,

Mark C. Gorman, Vice President 
Commun ity Health Services

E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E S  * 3 2 4 6  H O S P I T A L  D R I V L  • J U N E A U ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1  •  ( 9 0 7 )  4 8 3 - 4 0 0 0
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C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h  o f  S i t k a

POLICE DEPARTMENT
304 Lake Street, Room 102 ♦ Sitka, Alaska 99835

Lynn F. Lamm 
Chief of Police

Business 747-3245 
Fax 747-1075

Christine M C L E O D , Executive D irector 
Sitkans Aga inst Fam ily  V io lence 
P.f Box 6136 
S im a, A laska 99835

Dear Ms. M C L E O D ,

I am w rit ing  in  support o f  the SA FV  Shelter in Sitka. The shelter and staff prov ide essential services for 
v ic t im s o f  Domestic Abuse cases and Sexual Assault cases. I have worked tor the Sitka Police 
Department for almost tori years. I have great respect and adm iration for the advocates 1 have worked 
w ith during  m y tenure.

SA FV  provides an inva luab le  sen ice lor the Sitka Police Department by p rov id ing  a shelter for v ictim s 
in domestic cases. Your counse ling and advocacy services g ive  us the ab ility  to provide a d irection for a 
domestic abuse or sexual assault v ictim  to turn.

I support SA FV 's  efforts to provide advocacy and educational services to teens. Eve'.y year I invar iab ly  
conduct investigations in v o lv in g  teens, a lcoho l, and sexual abuse. These cases may vary from an 
a lcoho l related "date rape" to the voting person being v ict im ized  by an adult w ho has been partying w ith 
them. These cases are usually d iff icu lt to prosecute. The young v ic t im  walks away from the situation 
w ith a sense that they were not believed and there is no justice  for what has happened.

Young  persons in vo lved  in  domestic disputes often feel intense frustration and have very low  se lf 
esteem. A ny services dea ling  w ith teen education and awareness in domestics and sexual cases would 
be benefic ia l to Sitka. The commun ity  has little i f  any services relating to young  persons in these 
instances.

1 would like to offer any support 1 can to the SAFV shelter staff.

S i n c e r e l y .

Batfy C . A L L E N  
Sergeant, Patrol D iv .
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C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h  o f  S i t k a

POLICE DEPARTMENT
304 Lake Street, Room 102 • Sitka. Alaska 99835

Lynn F. Lam m  

C hief of Po lice

Business 74, -3245 
Fax 747-1075

March 12. 1997

Chr is t in e  M C L E O D . E xecu t ive  D irector 
S itkans .Against F am ily  V io le n ce  
P .O . B o x  6136 
Sitka. A laska 99835

Dear M s . M C L E O D .

I am  w r it in g  in  support o f  the SAP V Shelter in Suka. The shelter and services prov ided  through 
S A FV  have been va luab le  and essential. S A FV  continues to do an outstand ing jo b  and is an 
in va lu a b le  asset to the Po lice Dept, and the persons S A FV  serves.

S A FV  and the S itka Po lice Department are con t in u ing  a longstand ing cooperative re lationsh ip . 
S A FV  becom es an inva luab le  asset to the Po lice Dept, during  domestic abuse cases. They provide 
essential services and assistance to v ic t im s  o f  domestic v io len ce  that cannot be eas ily  or read ily 
prov ided by officers or other elements o f the com m un ity .

SAFV provides other services and support for adul’s and children who have been victims or 
witnesses to domestic violence or sexual assault.

W e are supportive  o f  SAP V ‘s proposal to increase advocacy and education w ith  Sitka's teens.

The S itka P o lice  Department continues to active ly  support S A FV  and the peop le S A FV  serves.

S incere ly ,

Lynn F. LAMM 
Chief of Police
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S I T K A  T E E N  R E S O U R C E  C E N T E R
" 5 REVE*NT ,j ! i  r HRGUGH CGUC^TiC'i'
P~ ‘ j

10 M a r 97

To ; C ounc i! on D om es tic V io lence Sr Sexual A ssau lt 
D e p a r tm e n t o f Pub lic S a fe ty 
Box 1 1 2 0 0
Ju neau , AK 9 9 8 1 1 -1 2 0 0  

Dea r CDVSA,

T h e S itka Teen Resource C en te r (5TRC ) and S itka Counc il on A lcoho l 
and O th e r D ru g  Abuse (5CAODA) are in com p le te s u p p o r t o f th e 
S itka n s A g a in s t Fam ily V io lence p ro g ram s . T h e y are th e  p r im a ry  
se rv ice in S itka th a t p ro v id e s sh e lte r, co unse lin g , advocacy, and 
s u p p o r t f o r  v ic t im s o f d om e s tic v io le n ce and sexua l s u p p o r t .

The tw o  above agencies, 5TRC and 5CAODA, are in th e  process o f 
m e rg in g  and have been d iscuss ing fu tu r e  co lla b o ra tio n s be tw een o u r 
se rv ices and SAFV. T h is is an e xc it in g o p p o r tu n i t y  and th e  s p ir i t o f 
c o o p e ra t io n  show n by SAFV is a needed m ode l here , as we ll as a ll o ve r 
S ou th ea s t.

T he te e n c e n te r and 5CAODA b o th u til iz e  th e  serv ices o f SAFV as o u r 
p r im a r y  re fe r ra l sou rce f o r  abuse s itu a t io n s . Please c a re fu lly  con s id e r 
th e  needs o f th e  SAFV p ro g ram  and its re s id e n ts w ho re ly  on th is  
program.

S in ce re ly .

J e f f Budd
Execu tive D ire c to r 
STRC/SCAODA

iE
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Islands Counseling Services
131O-A SawmlJJ C « q : k  Hoad ~ S i J c a .  A l a s k a  99835 

P h o n e  ( 9 0 7 ) 7 4 7 - 3 9 9 4  ~  F a x  ( 9 0 7 ) 7 4 7 - 6 8 0 1

A Division of Sitka Mental Health Clinic, Inc.

March 21, 1997

Christine M cLeod, D irec to r 
Sitkans Against Family Violence 
P. 0 . Box 6136 
Sitlca, A K  99855

RE : L E T T E R  O F STJTPORT

Dear Ms. McLeod:

P o s t- I t" ' b r a n d  fax  tr a n s m itta l  m e m o  7571 ' n w * k (
*  S A F - V
Cu. C c

D * P * . r n o m '  7 ^ 7  -

p* '  7  V 7

Please accept this le tte r as a statement o f support o f  SAFV on behalf o f both Islands Counseling 
Services, and myself personally

Islands Counseling Services considers SAFV an invaluable asset to our community There are 
many occupancies where a client o f Islands Counseling is in need o f a place where they feel safe. 
The shelter lias never failed to provide a place to meet that need

Over the years Islands Counseling sta ff have participated in cooperative projects w ith SAFV sta ff 
Wt: have had a strong working relationship w ith them over the years and we are continually 
impressed w ith the ir ability to deliver outstanding sendees to a very challenged clientele. Their 
staffhas been very good at accepting referrals from us and have likewise made appropriate 
referrals back.

M y s ta ff and I  wholeheartedly support continued funding o f SAFV.

Sincerely,

Michael J. Boyd^^MvDf 
Executive D irector

TOTAL P . 15
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C a r l  a n d  C a n d y  N o rm a n  
H C R  64 BOX  39 I 
S e w a r d ,  A L A S K A  99664  
(907 )224  -3405

M a r c h  21 , 1997

D e a r  H o n o r a b le  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,

A s  1 r e a d  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  c u t s  t o  t h e  S t a t e  M e d ic a id  B u d g e t  f o r  FY9 8 , I 
w o n d e r  J u s t  w h o  is  b e in g  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  o u r  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  in  J u n e a u .

T h e  v e r y  p e o p le  w h o  n e e d  t h e s e  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  s u p p o r t  a r e  t h e  o n e s  
b e in g  h i t  t h e  h a r d e s t  b y  t h e  p r o p o s e d  c u t s  in  t h e  M e d ic a id  b u d g e t .  F o r  
t h e s e  p e o p le  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  n o  g e t t i n g  a n  e x t r a  jo b  t o  m a k e  e n d s  m e e t ;  
b e c a u s e  s o m e  a r e  p h y s i c a l l y  a n d  m e n t a l l y  c h a l l e n g e d  a n d  f i n d i n g  a n y  k in d  
o f  e m p lo y m e n t  i s  t o u g h ,  s o m e t im e s  im p o s s ib l e .  T h e y  a r e  d e s p e r a t e  f o r  
t h e  h e lp  t h e  S t a t e  M e d ic a id  p r o g r a m  p r o v id e s  t h e m .

I f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  c u t s  a r e  im p le m e n t e d ,  m a n y  o f  t h e  M e d i c a id  r e c i p i e n t s  in  
t h e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  w i l l  b e  w i t h o u t  e v e n  B A S IC  M EEDS . I s  D e n t a l ,  V is u a l ,  
H e a r in g ,  R e h a b , e t c .  a  f r i v o l o u s  r e q u e s t? ? ?  I f  s o , c a n  W e  t r u s t  t h a t  o u r  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w i l l  n o  lo n g e r  b e  n e e d in g  in s u r a n c e  a t  O u r  e x p e n s e ??

P le a s e  v o t e  M L  t o  c u t  M e d ic a id  t o  t h e  D e v e lo p e m e n t a l l y  D is a b le d  a n d  
r e s t o r e  t h e  M e d ic a id  O p t io n s  y o u  t o o k  a w a y  l a s t  y e a r .

B y  t h e  w a y ,  a  1996 in c r e a s e  o f  $50.00 p e r  d a y  p e r - d ie m  f o r  l e g is l a t o r s ?  
A  p r o p o s e d  $307 ,000  in c r e a s e  in  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ' s  s p e n d in g  b u d g e t  f o r  
FY98?  C a n  w e  a f f o r d  t h is ?

TOTAL P .0 1
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March 21, 1997

Carla Norman 
Box 129
Seward, A laska 99664 
(907 )224 -7217

Honorable Representative,

I am very concerned about last years Medicaid cuts as they a ffe c t my 
qua lity of li fe  Now I am to ld you are considering more cuts.

I was born in Seward, Ak. in December of 1966. I attended Sew3rd Schools 
and la te r went to AVTEC fo r se c re ta ria l tra in ing . My daughter was born in 
Seward, also.

In Jan o f 1988, at the age of 21, I was in a car accident resu ltin g in a l i fe - 
threa ten ing coma which lasted fo r 6 months. Upon 'awakening' I was 
unable to do even the sim p le th ings on my own. Because I was unable to do 
fo r m yse lf, I had to live in a nursing home fo r 8 years. Imagine tha t, i f 
you can. Only 21 and I had los t many th ings we a ll take fo r granted— the 
a b il ity  to get out of bed unassisted, to brush my own teeth, go in to a 
bathroom alone, to eat when and what I wanted, to ride the horses I loved 
to ride , to take a step on my own and the hardest things of a ll, my a b il i ty  
to speak and to care fo r my daughter. This year, thanks to the Independent 
L iv ing Center, Hope Cottage, and The Seward Community Resource Team 1 
am fin a lly  out of the nursing home and in to a Hope Cottage in Seward 
which I share w ith  a ca re taker and a m en ta lly challenged friend.

I live on Approxim ate ly $850.00 a month. Out of tha t comes $400 per 
month in ren t, my food, gas fo r the car and any other personal needs. I 
sure ly cannot a ffo rd medical insurance and desperately need Medicaid fo r 
my denta l, visua l and therapy needs. Please res to re the options you took 
las t year and help those who can NOT help themselves.

Thank-^ou,

Car I a worm an

FY98? Can we a ffo rd th is?

TOTAL P.04
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March 18, 1997

I
To All  Members of  the 
Houoc Finance Committee

The proposed funding c u t s  to the Department of  Healtjh 
w i l l  end up c o s t i n g  the S t a t e  of Alaska more funds 
what the se  cu ts  w i l l  mean to  communities in  Alaska.

and S oc ia l  Serv ices  
due to  the afeerma.h of

The c h r o n ic a l l y  mental ly  i l l  are unable to  func tion 
t h e i r  communities and w i l l  end up becoming s o c i a l  pr 
u burden on P o l i c e ,  H o s p i t a l s ,  and the Court system.

C ur ren t ly ,  they are ab le  to  l i v e  as PRODUCTIVE and 
c o n t r i b u t e  to  the communities they l i v e  in .  With mar 
to  become a p a r t  of the communities and give each ot 
and minimize s o c i a l  problems w i th in  the communities, 
p ressu re  o f f  of the c o u r t  system and the department 
communities are s a f e  and s t a b l e .

This proposed cu t  Is  going to  cos t  more, not  l e e s ,
I  s t r o n g ly  urge you to m a in ta in  the c u r re n t  l e v e l  of 
of  Hea lth and Soc ia l  S e rv ice s .

S in c e re ly ,  , n

well  independently in  
oblems th a t  w i l l  place

fhjNCTIONAL ciCizcns  th a t  
agemenc, they are empowered 
her support  and a s s i s t a n c e  

This takes  f i n a n c i a l  
of c o r r e c t i o n s .  The

o Che c i t l z c n o  of  Alaska,  
funding to  the Department

Dixie Landenburger 
Box 274
Seward, AK. 99664
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TO: FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS -  REPRESENTATIVES HANLEY, THERRIAULT, MULDER, 
DAVIS, FOSTER, GRUSSENDORF, DAVIES, KELLY, KOHRING, MARTIN, AND MOSES

FROM: ALEXIS LANGDON DANIELS

RE: ALASKA VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL CENTER'S POTENTIAL BUDGET CUTS

I am writing to express concern for the possible budget cuts to Alaska Vocational Technical 
Center's (AVTEC) budget.

AVTEC has been operating on a budget below their means for several years now, without any 
capital budget authorization for over 3 years. That in itself is an inherent budget cut, as capital 
budgets are necessary for technical institutions to keep their training equipment and materials 
current. As a result of the lack of capital, the facilib'es are in need of much maintenance and 
repair, and the dormitories that house the students cannot be utilized to capacity because they 
are so outdated and inefficient.

AVTEC fills a niche in postsecondary education that badly needs to be filled in Alaska. They train 
Alaskans to fill Alaskan jobs via "non-traditional" postsecondary education. AVTEC should 
continue as a going concern in light of the Welfare Reform Act, as they assist in the training 
necessary for the transition from welfare to work that some current welfare recipients may need, 
and continue to train a part of the Alaskan population that has the potential to fall back on 
welfare because of a lack of employability skills.

Additionally, AVTEC has provided retraining over the years for displaced workers in various 
industries, including the fishing and timber industries. They strive to be flexible to industry, 
meeting the changing needs of the dynamic Alaskan economy, and continued budget cuts and 
bureaucratic hoops have made it more and more difficult to meet these needs.

Please reconsider the projected cuts to AVTEC's budget, especially to the General Fund Program 
Receipts budget. They do what they can to get by on their existing budget, generating as much 
funds as possible from private industry and other sources. Such a budget cut would be a 
devastating blow to a veiy valid and worthwhile state agency.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Alexis langpon Daniels 
P.O. Box 10Q8 J 
Seward, AK 99664 
(907) 224*5229

#
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U n iv e r s i t y  o f ^ l a s k a  P a ir b a n k s  s c h c x h  o i  k i.s i i i m s  * o o -a n  s n r N c r s

i g f f e w r t
9 0 0  TRIDENT W A \, KODIAK, AI.ASKA 9 9 6 1 5-~ ‘101 ( 9 0 7 ) 4 8 6 - 1 5 0 0  FAX: .9 0 7 .  4 8 6 - 1.5 4 0

M EMORANDUM

To: Finance Committee, Alaska House of ^ p re s e n t  afives
From: Scott Smiley, Director, FITC ' • ~
Date: M arch 22, 1997
Subject: Abolishing Alaska Science and Technology Foundation.'

1 understand you are considering the abolishment of the Alaska Science and Technology 
Foundation (ASTF). A reason given w as that ASTF expenditures represented "corporate 
welfare", and that their endow m ent of some $100 million would be belter spent building 
roads.

I believe this assessment is wrong. If R&D supported by ASTF is thought of as corporate 
welfare, then road building is corporate welfare too; it is just more difficult to define the 
corporate recipients. Either way, government has a responsibility to build  the economic 
infrastructure, like roads, that improves the lives of its citizens. The ASTF endow m ent 
represents another kind of economic infrastructure, and an especially im portant one as we 
enter the 21st century.

The plan to abolish ASTF also ignores the difficulties challenging our fishing industry, the 
largest employment sector in the state. Profit margins for processors in Alaska .are so low 
that few could afford R&D w ithout assistance. A major com ponent of the ASTF giant 
program  has been the concept of shared risk. Because ASTF is willing to share some of the 
risk implicit in R&D, Alaskans have benefited from higher wages and m ore jobs. The low 
margins for the Alaskan fishing industry are largely due to a farmed fish industry that has 
rewritten the relationship between fish producers and consumers over the past 20 years. 
Only about half of world salmon production is now  from wild caught fish. Pen reared fish 
account for the other half. While per capita consumption of salmon has risen, markets for 
the higher volume wild caught species, like pink and chum salmon, have often been 
captured by high quality pen reared fish.

About a thii i  of all ASTF Grants have been in the area of seafood processing. The Fishery 
Industrial Technology Center (FITC) may be one of the m ost frequent recipients of ASTF 
funding in partnership with a large num ber of processors. Ordinarily, food research in the 
U.S. is funded through the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) however, 
USDA has a prohibition on funding food research on wild caught fish. They fund fish food 
research, bu t it is research on farmed fish. The other venue for funding fish research is the 
Saltonstall- Kennedy grant fund, bu t NMFS forgot to request an appropriation for S K this 
year and the future of the program  seems bleak. W ith the decline of federal funding, there 
are precious few other sources for R&D support. If ASTF is abolished, there will be grave 
consequences for our fishing industry. This industry is the largest em ployer in Alaska with 
upwards of 75,000 people involved.

The University of Alaska Serves Ycu as a Statewide System of Wylicr F.tlmntion
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There are several areas w here R&D will be required by our industry in the next few years. 
Fust among these is the need for the development of new  high volume products from 
salmon. Traditionally Alaskan salmon were canned. Later, w ith the implementation of 
the 200 mile limit, the  Japanese purchased m any Alaskan fish packing plants. Possibly the 
chief reason for this investm ent was to guarantee Japanese consumers a stable supply of 
fish. Today, m ore than 20 years later, the Japanese have found a num ber of ocher sources 
of high quality, cost effective fish. As Japanese purchases of wild Alaskan salmon dwindle, 
new markets v. .. have to be found. R&D will be essential for the developm ent of new 
product lines based on cogent market research, to satisfy tirese new  markets.

R&D will also be required in the area of handling fish offal. The decision that roe stripping 
is a w anton waste of tire salmon resource, coupled w ith concerns for water quality will 
likely stim ulate dem and for m ore effective ways to handle fish waste. Should a federal 
agency dem and that fish waste not be released into tidal areas of Alaska, m any of our fish 
plants m ight have to close unless new cost effective m ethods to handle the waste are . 
developed. These methods could lead to increased income for the plants because of the 
potentially high value products that can be made from fish w aste including omega fatly 
acids, bone meal, and fish meals - useful in feeding pets, livestock, farmed fish and 
shellfish, or supplying hum ans w ith their daily ration of protein.

W ithout funding to pursue this R&D, the Alaska Fishing Industry will lose even more 
ground to the w orldw ide farmed fish industry. This will translate into lost income and lost 
jobs for Alaskans. Alaska has considerable differences from the lower 48; that range from 
population density, to food habits, to weather, to infrastructure. Because Alaska's R&D 
needs are so radically different from those in the lower 48, we need our own research 
funding forum  if Alaska is to advance economically. The ASTF endow m ent can fund this 
R&D within Alaska in perpetuity if managed appropriately. W ithout ASTF Alaska will fall 
further behind the low er 48 in applying technology to strengthening our economic well 
being. The 21st century will be m ore technologically dem anding than the 20lh. Alaska 
needs the ASTF R&D endow m ent to have a bright and economically viable future.

cc. Representative Alan Austerman, Kodiak 
Senator Jerry Mackie, Kodiak



M arch  21, 1997

Honorable Albert Kookesh 
Alaska State Legislature 
House of Representatives 
Alaska State Capitol, Room 114 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

RE: Proposed funding cuts to  DHSS Programs

Dear Representative Kookesh;

We, the citizens of Yakutat are extremely concerned about the proposed budget cuts 
that affect so many of our children, adolescents and families. We would like to urge 
you to  do everything within your power to make tire necessary changes to  protect 
families and elders.

Because Governor Knowles has worked so hard this past year and a half to  highlight 
the needs of young children, adolescents and families through the establishment of the 
Children's Cabinet and Special programs like COMPASS, Healthy Families, Medical 
Assistance and Child Care Assistance, we felt as if the State of Alaska's priorities were 
finally in the right place.

U nfortunately it appears that others do not share the Governor's vision and once 
again the stale seems to  be reneging on their promise to ensure a positive change 
occurs.

If these proposed cuts are passed, and the Stat e of Alaska's continued withdrawal of 
support for grassroots movements such a COMPASS shall only cause us greater 
concern as to the states initial commitment.

Please consider this:

In February of 1997, the State of Alaska, in partnership w ith the Danforth 
Foundation, brought together 13 community teams, (out of 49 that applied) w ith 
State Department Commissioners and out of state presenters to w ork intensively 
on developing model community based programs across the state.

O u r commitments were based on mutual cooperation, collaboration team



building and sharing resources. We developed action plans and modest budgets to
im plem ent som e very creative and dynamic programs, that were made 
possible b y  pooling resources and changing old ineffective ways o f  doing bus. less.



W e w o u ld  l ik e  y o u  1 0  take ano ther lo o k  at a l l the stud ies that have been d one  w here  it  
was reported  and recom m ended  b y  the State g o ve rnm en t to  the Federa l gove rnm en t 
tha t th e  best w ay  to  h e lp  rura l c om m un it ie s  i n  A laska was to  assist th em  to take it  
u p o n  them selves to  f ig u re  o u t the best program s needed in  th e ir  c om m un it ie s , because 
they , th e  residents, k n ^  r-r w ha t is best and needed in  th e ir  com m un it ie s . I f  th is m a n y  
statew ide c o m m u n it y  leaders w ere w i l l in g  to  co llabo ra te  together to  w o rk  towards 
:d e n t ify in g  and  f i l l in g  th e  cracks in  t ile  present system  and d id  so b y  respecting the ! 
p o l it ic a l and rac ia l id en t it ie s  and rea lly  w o rk ed  fo r th e  p e o p le  in  th e ir  com m un it ie s  in  
a co lla b o ra t iv e  effort fo r  the  good o f a ll. W e  fa il to see the reason w h y  the house 
f in a nce  s u b com m itte e  can't do  the same and rea lize that i f  w e  d o n 't have hea lth y  
c h ild r e n ... w e have n o  future .

T h e  unders igned  in d iv id u a ls  are respectfu lly  ask ing  y o u  to  take ano th e r close lo o k  at 
th e  •" .p on s ib ilit ie s  that are carried w h e n  m ak in g  im p o r ta n t  dec is ions that affect a ll o f 
ou .* liv es .

A N S  G ra n d  Sgt.-at-Arms

S ignatures:

-QAM L
\ -> ̂ t'\ W v jJ

r f j ,  i L s ^ , , . J .7  // / _
'T n r t / j ja /i 'u v  ’Pa m p a s s   _

m Q H m S S L  T b i t u ^ y j i m n m
Pfirvi/?* s t  4oim /r~tshJv^ S&umL
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KodiakAreaNativeAssociation

I !i i

To: H ouse  F inance Comm ittee

From : B renda S chw antes .
J

Date: M arch  21,1997
* •

Re: O u t o f  touch t,.ith V P SO  Program

3449 Rezanof Dr. East 
Kodiak. Alaska 99615 
Phone (907) 486-9800

Post-it*  Fax Note 7671
D̂ h \  Q 7  B U *  .>1

■° * £ M s S a . ' - x t A Q FrortCQ °  *
J p / i  o rt :

CoVDcpt. U
co- K \ C v T mPhOCIB »
Phone" ^ 9 ^  q v z F f T )

" “ ■ 4 i o 5 - 3 4 I S -

T w o  days ago a V P SO  had a ll iiis  tires slit on his veh ic le , several w eeks ago a V PSO  had to leave 
h is v e h ic le  unattended and w h ile  unattended his veh ic le was spray pa in ted jw ith “p ig” and other 
language, another V P SO  went on leave for a week and w hen he returned home his home had been 
broken in to and vandalized. Th is is a small sample o f  incidents relating toi V P SO  work .

i !

A  V P SO  is o n  ca ll and is expected to respond 24 hours a day, seven days a week. A  V P S O ’s 
starting salary is $10.79 per horn. Usua lly , health care is not available for] a non-native V P SO . 
A irfare to Kod iak  ranges from $60-$ 140 round trip. G roceries, housing, and fuel is h igher than 
more urban areas.1 • ii
W h y  is the Legis lature look ing  at cutting the V P SO  Program? The V P SO  Program needs more 
instead o f  less support. U n lik e  the Troopers, there are no supplies lin e  items, there are no 
equ ipm ent lin e  items, there are no phonc line items, ihere are no funds for operation and 
maintenance o f  vehicles, overtime is rare, and the leg is lature wants to cu t the V P SO  Program?

The  fo llow in g  is a brief incom e salary survey o f  the K od iak  area; 

Safeway Courtesy C le rk  (grocery bagger)

Safeway Cash ier 
VPSO
Po lice D ispatcher 
Corrections O fficer 
T rooper D ispatcher 
Po lice O fficer 
State T rooper Recru it 
State T rooper

$6 . 0 0  hr
6.50 hr
7.50 hr

10.79 per hour 
13.71-18.91 
14.27-19.68 
15.84-
17.56 - 24.22 
19.64
Unava ilab le

A ge 14 or 15 
A ge 15 or 16

Serving the communities of: Akhiok • Karluk • Kodiak • Larsen Bay • Old Harbor • Ouzinkie • Port Lions
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•' i

As you can see, a V PSO  makes just a litt le  over $4.00 an hour more than; a 15 year o ld  grocery 
bagger, Less than a dispatcher, less than a corrections officer, and a State [Trooper recru it but is 
required to deal w ith  what a T rooper deals w ith . A  V P oO  w ou ld  have to be on the jo b  over 17 
years to make $18.04 per hour, s t ill less tfun  what a beg inn ing Trooper recru it makes.

= ' • !
M aybe the Legislature should start talk ing about, what it can do to support the V P SO  Program 
instead o f  cutting the V P SO  Program. j
! J

I f  you have any questions I  w ou ld  be happy to answer them. M y  home phone number is (907) 
486-1015, m y work number is (907) 486-9800, and m y e-mail address is brendasc@ piia laska.net
T hank  you . I

i

TOTAL P . 0 2

mailto:brendasc@piialaska.net
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From: To: MARK HANLEY Date: 3/21/97 Time: (1:01:26 PM Pape 1 of 1

From : Pete Devaris, Owner

Phone: 907-789-7818 
Fax: 907-789-4228 

E-Mail: Bears@ptialaska.net

Date: 3-21-97 
Pages 

inc lud ing th is (1) one 
cove r page:

S a v e  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  T o u r i s m !

As the owner of as Alaskan Tour Company I ask that you consider my concerns and requests:

Do not eliminate the Division of Tourism. The Division of Tourism is critical to the survival of the Alaskan 
Tourism Industry. Alaska’s tourism industry cannot stand any more cuts and remain effective at 
promoting travel our state.

State tourism marketing funds have decreased by 50% since 1989. The negative effects of these cuts 
are apparent. Alaska has disappeared from the top ten list of desired vacation destinations for American 
adult travelers.

Lets get competitive and stop losing ground due to increased competition from other states, countries, 
and new destinations.

Alaskans statewide are turning to tourism to replace jobs lost in other industries such as timber.

Please! Lets wo rk toge the r deve lop A laska ’s v is ito r indus try . Thank you .

Sincerely,

Peter D. Devaris, Owner

mailto:Bears@ptialaska.net
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Tho House Majority 
Juneau, Alaska

RE: PROPOSED HOUSE MAJORITY BUDGET CUTS FOR FY98

After spending nine years trying to improve the quality o f education for Alaskan's childi^n, I have 
decided to retire, frustrated because o f the lack o f support from the legislature. I have listened to many 
campaign speeches pledging support fo r educating our children and then watched said pledges become 
politically buried.

We are currently looking at cutting our budget by $800,000 out o f a $5,000,000 budget. Our student 
activities have been supported for tho last four years by a local Kids Kount organization, who are now 
unable to beg enough money to sustain our programs. We have also been told we w ill lose 
approximately $183,000 in Impact A id fo r FY98.

I t is my understanding that you. are now proposing a $1,000,000 cut to the Department o f Education, 
which would result in $13.5 m illion in federal funds being lost We at the local level w ill again be hit 
with more cuts.

How can a State as rich as Alaska, a State that gives over $1,000 to each resident just to live here, say 
they can't afford to keep their Constitutional commitment to education.

We need t,..; more classrooms, we have many deferred maintenance projects, but it appears we cannot 
count on the btaie fo r the needed support

I applaud you fo r your rhetoric, but deplore your actions.

Sincerely,

Keith Evans 
Supeiintendent

KE:sw

Su p# rim «nd*n i C an lra l O ffice  H loh /M ldd l* S c h o o l S lom en iflry  S ch oo l
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A q u a F o o d s
M . C O R P O R A T I O N '
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March 21, 1997

The Honorable Gail Phillips, Speaker 3-Pages to Fax: 907-465-3472
Alaska House of Representatives 
Alaska State Capital 
Juneau, AK 99801

Reference: House Proposal to Eliminate the Alaska Science & Technology Foundation 

Dear Speaker Phillips:

As reported in the 03/70/97 issue of the Anchorage Daily News, I was quite d/smayed by the referenced 
proposal. Apparently it was developed without considering the crucial role ASTF serves toward diversifying 
and expanding Alaska's economic base. And, for the record I am a loyal party member: however, in the case 
of this House majority proposal, being right is not synonymous with correct.

AquaFoods is a recipient of funding by the Alaska Science & Technology Foundation. Not as much as 
our investment of cash, time and efforts. But, without the additional funding from the Foundation for credible, 
costly market studies and food science for our line of value-added pink salmon meals, I would still be in my 
garage -  four years later, conducting crude, unmarketable experiments. Granted, we could have applied 
for a State assisted loan. However, investigation revealed that only ASTF could provide R&D funding in 
compliance with our confidentiality requirements. That being the final development of a proprietary pin bone 
problem solution and the secret ingredient formulas. All of which proved to be successful as illustrated by 
the document included with this transmittal.

I don't make any claims to being the salvation for Alaska’s pink salmon industry crisis. But, by our 
development of -  with the Foundation's participation — a consumer-friendly pink s almon product, we can now 
penetrate a lucrative U.S. market niche. This rapidly growing segment of the U.S. food industry had sales 
of over S700 million in 1996. AquaFoods' conservative sales projections show that a five percent U.S. 
market share ($35 mil) can be achieved in three years. Add our plans for product ime extensions and 
entering foreign markets to the equation and its simple to figure how much sustained economic growth can 
De realized by Alaska's salmon community. Not to mention, the stiff grant repayment terms!

Therefore, I urge you and the legislators receiving copies of this transmittal to kill the proposal. Allow 
the Foundation to continue status quo. Without it, the Legislature will eliminate a valuable source for small 
business enterprise to succeed in Alaska.

Thank you for re-considering the issue.

Sincerely,

g ,
R. Russell Lowell 
Chief Executive Officer

cc: a t ta c h e d



S Y M P H O N Y  O F  S A L M O N

New Salmon Product Contest
W i n n e r

This is to certify that
_____________________ f t q u a f o o d s  Corp._

as a Winner of the Fourth Annual 
Symphony of Salmon Contest

M a s f a  T m J j j  S a lm o n  T o d i g t  M e a t

Your new Alaska salmon product was Judged to be a 
superior product by a panel of culinary experts under the sponsorship of 

the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute and the 
Department of Commerce and Economic Development.

1997

Irnor Tony Knowles
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TO : Representative G a il P h illip s , Speaker o f the House

t  0 * 5 ,

Representative M ark  Han ley , Co-Chair 
Representative G ene Therriau lt, Co-Chair 

House Com m ittee  on F inance

F R O M : V JC zm  Toohey , E xecu t ive  D irector, A rc t ic  Power

SU B JE C T : F Y  98-ANWR Educa tio n  F und ing  Needs - $600,000

As the leg is lature works to determ ine the state spend ing leve ls  for F Y  98, i t  is 
im portant that adequate fund ing  be allocated for promotion o f  A N W R  Coastal 
P la in  deve lopment. S in ce  A rct ic  Power’s creation in  1992, the leg islature has 
funded A rctic Power projects a im ed at educating congressional members and 
the ir constituency through A N W R  tours, congressional offioe v is its and target 
stales. These programs have proven to be tremendously effective and should 
be continued.

W h ile  great progress was made in  1995 w ith  pos it ive  U .S . House and Senate 
votes, a sustained effort is needed in  order to b u ild  on the ex isting base o f 
support to ach ieve u ltim ate success. In  the com ing  year, A rctic Power w il l  
continue the theme o f  Energy, E co nom y  and E n v iro nm en t W e w il l  
em phasize Env ironm ent, by  h ig h lig h t in g  A laska ’s successful and proven track 
record that o il deve lopment can be done safely, d eta iling  advancements in  
arctic technology, and our protection o f caribou and other w ild life .

A rctic Power is proposing a maintenance le v e l education budget for F Y  98 o f 
approximate ly $600,000. T he  fund ing  w ou ld  be used for D C  educatio i, target 
states, A N W R  congressional tours, grassroots programs, media/PR activ ities 
and production o f new  written materia l. T h e  $600,000 request w i l l  cover 
education expenditures by both A rctic Power and the G overnor’s O ffice . State 
unds app ropriated to A rctic Power are used for projects and programs on ly , 

vate membersh ip contributions are u t ilized  to fund our staffing and o ffice 
Budget details are still being f ina lized  and I  w i l l  g ive you the exact 

jfigures soon.

in  years past, both A rct ic  Power and the G overno r’s O ff ic e  A N W R  education 
ifforts have re lied  on re-appropriations for fund ing . A t this tune, I  have not 
Identified a fund ing  source for this request.

w i l l  be in  Juneau soon to discuss this request in  more deta il and answer any 
questions you m igh t have, or you are w e lcom e to c. 11 m e at 563-2697. Thank 
you fo r your consideration in  this matter.

* *  TOTAL P A G E .0 0 2  *

http://alaslc3n.com/anwr/


TESTIMONY GIVEN BEFORE THE HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
VIA STATEWIDE TELECONFERENCE

M arch  22. 1997 

by

R ichard  Hebbardt, Superintendent 
Skagway C ity  S choo l D is tr ic t 

Skagway, A K

C ha irm e n  H an le y  and The rr iau lt and Com m ittee members, thank you . G ood  m orn ing . M y  

nam e is R icha rd  Hcbhardt. I ’m  the superintendent o f  the Skagway C ity  S choo l D is tr ic t, 

representing this m o rn ing  not on ly  d ie D is tr ic t but also the m un ic ip a lity . M ayo r P lum m er 

sends he r regrets for not b e in g  ab le to be here th is m orn ing .

O n  b e h a lf  o f  both entities , a llo w  m e to beg in  by say ing that the cons ideration the 20th A laska 

State Leg is la tu re  is g iv in g  to narrow ing  the state’s f isca l gap is understandable. F is ca l 

resjr V is ib ility is im po rta n t w ithou t a doubt.

A d e q u a te  a n d  e q u ita b le  f u n d in g  fo r p u b l ic  ed u ca t io n  is, how ever, o f  the utmost 

im portance to the future o f  the State o f  A laska; thus w e here at hom e b e lie v e  the p ro v is io n  o f  

any th ing  less is unacceptab le . Q ua lity  education, s im p ly , shou ld  not be sacr if iced  in  an 

attempt to ba lance the budget, in  our v iew . Too m uch is at stake. Rather, the p u b lic  debate 

shou ld  transcend p o lit ic a l rhetoric and g ive  honest cons ideration to rem edy ing  the
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fu nd in g  inadequac ies and inequ ities that exist, not in tens ify ing  them . Regardless o f  the 

fu nd in g  m echan ism  or system u lt im a te ly  devised by you  or your co lleagues, in  short, it  shou ld 

take in to  account the eros ive effects o f  in f la t io n , as the operationa l costs o f  A laskan schoo l 

systems have increased nearly  70% since 1988 (w h ile  add itiona l State support has been less 

than 2% ;. A lso , it  shou ld , we fee l, g ive fu ll recogn it ion  to the fact that several m u n ic ip a lit ie s  

(Skagway b e ing  one) already make a s ign if ican t lo ca l con tr ibu tion  to p u b lic  education — 

begg ing  the question here at hom e, "How  m uch  is enough? H o w  m uch  m ore can w e g ive , 

w ithou t further d ilu t in g  the p ro v is io n  o f  other necessary com m un ity  services?" Currently, 

th e  C it y  o f  S kagw ay  co n tr ib u te s  39% to the s ch oo l’s o p e ra t in g  budge t; nex t y ea r , an  

a s to n is h in g  52%! In  a w ord or two, our schoo l/community be lieves it  is abso lute ly 

im pe ra tive  that a fa ir and more equ itab le stale fund ing  strategy be deve loped -- a responsib le 

so lu t io n  that f u l ly  acknow ledges loca l effort and capacity. N ecess ity , w e th ink , demands it.

I f  not, the Skagway C it y  S choo l core educational program , for one, w i l l  continue to be 

adverse ly affected. Further postponement o f  (lie ins ta lla t ion  o f  a much-needed, long-awaited 

voca t io na l educa tion program as w e ll as the h ir in g  o f  essential teach ing  staff w i l l  no doubt 

occur, w ith  in su ff ic ie n t fund ing . In  short, the educationa l best interests o f  the youth o f  th is 

com m un ity  w i l l  not be addressed.
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F o r you r in fo rm ation , the proposed budget reductions to the State Departm ent o f  E duca t io n , 

w h ic h  w i l l  result in  a s ign if ican t loss o f  federal funds, w i l l  o n ly  exacerbate the f in a n c ia l 

distress the D is tr ic t is exper ienc ing .

In  sura, as an a lternative m echan ism  for fund ing  p u b lic  education is  sought and debated in  the 

com in g  weeks, w c , one , lo o k  fo rw a rd  to y o u r  ju d ic io u s  d e lib e ra t io n  o f  th e  issues as w e ll 

as y o u r  keen s e n s it iv ity  to schoo l c om m un it ie s  such  as ours -- c o m m u n it ie s  th a t a lre a d y  

c o n t r ib u te  m o re  th a n  th e ir  " fa ir  share ."  T w o , w e en co u rag e  y o u r  s u p p o r t fo r: (a) the 

e s ta b lis hm en t o f a n  education endowment, w h ic h  has trem en do u s  m e r it , in  o r r  v ie w , as it  

appea rs  to h a ve  th e  p o te n t ia l o f f u l ly  fu n d in g  p u b l ic  e d u ca t io n  w it h in  a re a so nab le  t im e  

f ram e  sv ith o u t je o p a rd iz in g  the long- term  p u b l ic  in terest; as w e ll as (b) m easures c a l l in g  

fo r  th e  e s ta b lis hm en t o f  an  education facilities fu n d  a n d  an increase in the tobacco tax. 

F in a l ly ,  as p u b l ic  e d u ca t io n  serves e ve ryone ’s best in te rest in  the  f in a l a na ly s is , we 

believe legislators and  the administration should  work together to m ake the important 

decisions required in older to balance the state budget. E d u c a t io n  is too u n iq u e  a n d  v it a l 

a c o n c e rn  to be addressed  in  any  o the r w ay .

T hank  y o u  for the t im e you  have g iven  me.
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Pfease enter into the record my testimony to the t t l - t r i
committee name

committee an rtar(Vl 3 ~~o?c9 ~ 9 7 _______
toll/stidject

W y  m m is  Co ' f i O k l o  o w d  a m

C \f(k b o  f  ) 'n  V a s t  l a  f *  a m  C o n c e r m d  a b o tL - h

f r o p o ^ c d  C u t e  J o y  ( j a s U  $ C ^ n u -  I t c h o t o j i j  f c u n d a J i c n ^

iA j h i t l i  i v o u i d  g i i ' m i n & t e  f u M c m  f o r  c l r r e c f  o ^ a w Y s  i~ o  

\$ a O x e ir > . ha< y p r o v id e d  td u x a te c n c J L  ^ a a r f  u r n ' t i t e r

f u Y  & n r  f r t k d o n t e  t h a t  t l t e  la c k  c r f lu t te u e r  a y  a t l a b i u m

^ ( U  a- t i M l u q s  J  Ha u l  ^  &  H oc> ,J°  t o

^ u r c h M -  a t e  b o o k s ,  o r  3 0

a m u t *  On o K e f  t o  o u t • o » \A  M i n d  i m n o v a t r u e m  

j P r o j e c k  t h v o c u r M  c \ C e iw p e .ttiiM s  k C v n r a  d o i d  C n u o -V d  

jjfOC&rM* /}ii& L£s j p r o j e c t s  i fwaleo' i f c i / n u i A  v n & i u w f ’  ̂ O / c i  t r i o j ^  

c i / i d  p r o v i d e  v e c < ( - a t e '  C o n n e c tic m 5  t o  f i w  C & w i M u m  h j , 

h a m  v t c t i i / e d  ta > o  t fk  t u ^ t -  w  fe u -  p a & t  ^

b h o - te  C ci\L  p o te o ^ ic u ja j t e s t i t u  t o  t h e -  C a i n t  t u iu .  f>

t o  t i n -  f h i d c t e s  i/Oho h a u e , p a r t i c ip a t e d  m  w p t v r  ^

Signed: / U TfM ( T ____________________________
"  T e s t i f i e d T )

Representing (Optional)

1 -Q -  £ &  (S 2 }£
A dd re s s  TO

- i k 7 m \ k  7 ________________________________________
P h o n e  N o .
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1 ostimony for 3/22/97 House Finance Committee Teleconference

Subm itted  by: B re n d a  G . W ie ffe r in g , rep resen ting  the W om en ’s R esou rce & C r is is  

C en te r , 325 S. S p ru ce  St, K e n a i, A K  99611. T e lephone : 283-9479.

* Thank you to Representative D av is  and the comm ittee for recogn iz ing the im portance o f  

continu ing  fund ing  for v ic t im s ’ services! Thank you also for recogn iz ing that Batterers 

Intervention Programs serve an important ro le in  prov id ing  for v ic t im  safety. W e strongly 

support tliis type o f  incegrated approach in  our efforts to e lim inate domestic v io lence .

* W e do, however, request that the legislature allocate one poo l o f  funds to the C o u n c il on 

Dom estic V io len ce  & Sexual Assault, and a llow  them to determ ine where those dollars cou ld  be 

most effective ly allocated. W e trust that the C o u n c il w il l a llocate that fund ing  in  accordance 

w ith  leg is la tive intent.

* W e w ou ld  also lik e  for you to know  that w e s t ill have needs w h ich  are not be ing  met. For 

instance, our advocate staff earn 519,000 per year —  cou ld  you support yourself, w ith  or w ithou t 

ch ildren , on that salary? W e u t ilize  7.75 full-time-equivalent (FTE) pos itions for: staffing a 24- 

hour emergency shelter w h ic h  services nearly 400 residents/4300 bednights annually; serv ic ing  

300- 400 walk-in clients annua lly  (does not in c lud e  shelter residents); accompany ing clients to 

appointments and court appearances; m ak ing  3500+ follow-up ca lls and safety checks w ith  

v ictim s; transporting v ic t im s to more than 2 0 0  appointments; p rov id ing  6800 in d iv id u a l sessions 

w ith  v ictim s; fac ilita ting  com m un ity  support groups 3-4 nights per week; presenting educational 

sessions to school ch ildren and other com m un ity  groups;, p rov id ing  3100+ in d iv id u a l sessions 

w ith  ch ild  v ictim s; and, numerous other activ ities re lating to v ic t im  services. Needless to say, 

staff exhaustion is a fact o f  life  here. Tha i, coup led w ith  the low  pay, results in  a rather steady 

staff turnover rate. W e need at least one additional pos ition in  order to keep up w ith  the
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work load, and also the means Lu pay our extremely hardwork ing advocates a salary they can 

support themselves on —  $25,000 per year is the average salary for these pos itions around the 

state and a reasonable expectation. That equates to an increase in  fund ing  o f  $40,000 for 

bring ing  salaries up to par w ith co lleagues, and an additiona l $25,000 for add ing one staff 

pos ition , for a total increase o f  $65,000. W e w ou ld  very m uch appreciate your consideration o f  

these circumstances w hen appropriating the budget.

* A lso , w e urge you to m a in ta in  fund ing  for the Department o f  Corrections to keep v io len t 

m isdemeanants in  ja i l .  M ost domestic v io lence offenders are charged w ith  Assa: .It in  the 4* 

degree, a m isdemeanor. These crimes arc often quite v io len t. For example, a v ic t im  cou ld  be 

beaten severely enough to cause extensive internal in juries, m u lt ip le  broken bones, and 

unrecognizable facia l features. The perpetrator threatens to “f in ish  the jo b .” W hen a first arrest 

occurs for domestic v io lence it  is rare'.y ’he first recurrence o f violence, but s im p ly  the first 

occurrence o f lenv enforcement intervention. V ictim s need to know  that w hen the ir abusers are 

arrested there w il l be absolute ly no chance the abuser w il l have the opportunity to “f in is h  the 

jo b .7’ V ic t im s  need tim e to make p lans for safety. Ha lfway houses are not the answer —  

walkaway rates are high (Department o f  Corrections data ind icate 6-7 walkaway/escapes per 

month). Please take a ct io n  to ensure tha t v ic t im s  arc not p laced  in  fu r th e r  je o p a rd y  b y  the 

ve ry  system w h ic h  is supposed to p ro tect them . S uppo rt the m anda to ry  arrest law  by  

le a v in g  the teeth (money) in  it.

* Thank you  fo r  your past and continued support o f  victim safety. We appreciate your hard  
work! I f  you should have any questions, please fe e l free  to call me.

Brenda G. Wieffering, Executive'Director, Women’s Resource & Crisis Center, Kenai
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An u n nam ed  t h e o lo g i a n  s a id  “ t h e  r ig h t e o u s  w i l l  l e a d  u s  t o  
h e l l ” ,  w h ic h  p r o m p ts  a n  a n a lo g y  t h a t  ra ndom  d i s m a n t l i n g  o f  
A la s k a ' s  s t r u c t u r e s ,  i . e . ,  DEC c h a n g e , r e p e a l  C o a s t a l  Z o n e  
s t a t u t e s ,  c o u ld  s e n d  u a  down t h e  r o a d  t o  a s t a g n a n t  e c o n om y  
a n d  s o c i a l  h e l l ,  i t  a lm o s t  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
“ sm a sh  i t ,  a n d  l e t ' s  s e e  w h a t  h a p p e n s " .

D o es  th e . e c o n o m ic / a o c ia l  c l im a t e  a l l u d e d  t o ,  c a u s e  o u r  
s o u t h e r n  U . S .  n e ig h b o r s  t o  v ie w  u s  a s  f o o l s  f o r  w h in in g  
a b o u t  a f i s c a l  g a p , w hen  t h e r e ' s  n o  s t a t e w id e  t a x  a n d  
b i l l i o n s  a r e  r e c e i v e d  f rom  o i l  ft i n t e r e s t  in com e?

We h a v e  h e a r d  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  t h a t  A la s k a  w i l l  n o t  g r o w , o r  
c u t  i t s  w ay o u t  o f  t h e  p e r c e iv e d  f i s c a l  g a p . Why t h e n , d o e s  
t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  seem s f i x e d  o n  j u s t  s u c h  im p r o b a b i l i t i e s ?

D oes  t h i s  c o n s t a n t  r e p e t i t i o n  a b o u t  “ f i s c a l  g a p "  lo o k  l i k e  
m ass  ig n o r a n c e ,  o r  w o rs e  f o o l i s h n e s s ,  w hen  we a s  i n d i v i d u a l  
c i t i z e n s  p a y  l i t t l e  o r  n o t h in g  f o r  s t a t e  s e r v ic e s ?

E v e n  w o r s e  w c a r e  n o t  i n s i s t e n t  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  p r o v i d e  
r e s o u r c e s  t o  u n- c row d  s c h o o lr o o m s ,  a s s u r e  s u f f i c i e n t  
s u p p l i e s ,  a n d  r e p a i r  d i s i n t e g r a t i n g  s c h o o l b u i l d i n g s .  A l l  
t h i s  i n a c t i o n  o n  o u r  p a r t ,  w h i l e  we p a y  l i t t l e ,  o r  n o t h i n g ,  
f o r  e s s e n t i a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d s  a nd  f a i l  t o  d em and  o u r  
g o v e r n m e n t  s p e n d  s om e , o n ly  a p a r t ,  o f  i t s / o u r  h u g e  in c o m e  
f o r  s u c h  b a s i c  n e e d s .

Now E c o n o m is t  R eaum e h a s  c a u t io n e d  t h a t  o u r  f a i l u r e  t o  h a v e  
a s t a t e w id e  t a x ,  o n  i n d i v i d u a l  c i t i z e n s  f o r  e s s e n t i a l  p u b l i c  
n e e d s ,  c a n  c a u s e  b u s in e s s  in v e s tm e n t  t o  s h y  aw ay  f r o m  A la s k a  
(A n c h o r a g e  N ew s , 3/16/97). A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  f a i l u r e  t o  m a i n t a i n  
s c h o o l s ,  a n d  o t h e r  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  c a n  c a u s e  
p o t e n t i a l  b u s in e s s  t o  a v o id  s u c h  m is e r  sw am ps .

Do we d e s p a i r ,  o r  w i l l  my A la s k a n  n e ig h b o r s  a n d  I  com e t o  
o u r  c o l l e c t i v e  s e n s e s  a n d  i n s i s t  m o re  b e  s p e n t  o n  e d u c a t io n  
a n d  o t h e r  e s s e n t i a l ,  p u b l i c l y  f in a n c e d  s e r v i c e s  - a n d  t h a t  
a l l  A la s k a ' s  c i t i z e n ^ ^ h a r e  t h e  c o s j a r / ^ e ^ p g ^ s i b i l i t y  a n d  
a d v a n t a g e s .

H o u s o  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

($$32297.l t r )

_ , _ . K e s F i lgf rer  ~ £  H  ^
j.7 1/F a r n s w o r t h , 99669 1 ^ 0 / 1 / h  1 0  ' - A / -

P h o n e : 265-9601 - f a x :  262-9641 / . Ufa*

&  h r z &

• 7 ,



' P.O. Rox 190 
Nunapitchuk. Alaska 99641 

(907)527-532'7 
Fax (907)527-5011

City of Nunapitchuk

March 22.199-7

House Finance 
Alaska Staiol.egi»liili>r<‘ Re: RURA Program
StaleCapitol 
Juneau Alaska 99801 
FAX 465-2418

B e  Rural U tiliiv Business Advisor program (RUBA) under the Dept, orcommunity and 
Regional Affairs' is a valuable asset ol ntral villages such as ours because they experiment 
and pave the way of managing rural utility systems such as water and sewer developments 
in each Community B c ir  monitoring of utilities to make sure they operate as 
infrastructures is an accomplishment and rnust continue to help small communities o j  else 
they w ill bust and go bankrupt and or fail without leadership RURA prosides that 
leadership and show examples for a system that w ill support the financial viability of a 
project. Funding RL'll A enables small communities a much needed support system 
Thank-you.

Sincerely youre,

INW ;cjw



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L s m l s l a t w
W r i t t e n  T e s t im o n y  F o r m

Please enter into the record my testimony to the M
(committee name)

committee on (46 7*3 , dated b ZZ \Q'1 _____
(bill/subject) ‘

t J j  a W 7 J o  7 3

<z * J cjû __ (/ ^  a M d U f*

7 ^  d b z J ?  /K e s y j/x j?  ^

& y r ~ ifc t% scA e* jfQ  t \j'yy<=> ^o

I jJ ^ L fr y ^  ^  6u £ /£ ~ j  ^ 4  L ^ - y

7 ^  ( Z c s T /u Z 'j - p ^ u i i jy L y . ^

Signed;
I&stifier Marne

Representing (Optional)
j/JPr&rfy. /(& &  , , f f s y y S
Address

Phone Number



M A R -22-199? 10= 53 P . 0 2

M a r c h  2 2 ,  1 9 9 7  

B a r c l a y  J o n e s - K o p c h a k  

B o x  1 1 2 6

C o r d o v a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 7 4  

( 9 0 7 )  4 2 4 - 7 1 7 8

T O :  T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

R E :  O p p o s i t i o n  t o  P r o p o s e d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C u t s

I  a m  d e e p l y  c o n c e r n e d  o v e r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t  c u t s  t o

A l a s k a ' s  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  p r o g r a m s .  I  a m  a  l o n g - t i m e  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  

C o r d o v a  F a m i l y  R e s o u r c e  C e n t e r ,  w i l l i n g  t o  ' p u t  m y  m o n e y  w h e r e  m y  

m o u t h  i s ' .  T h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  s h o u l d  h o l d  i t s e l f  t o  a  s i m i l a r  

s t a n d a r d .  I  k n o w  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  e n o u g h  t o  m o u t h  p l a t i t u d e s  a b o u t  

s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  f a m i l y :  i t ' s  c o m m u n i t y  c a r i n g  a n d  a c t u a l  d o l l a r  

e x p e n d i t u r e s  t h a t  m a k e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e .  V o l u n t e e r s  g i v e  m i g h t i l y  

t o  t h e  C e n t e r  b u t  t h e y  c a n ' t  d o  i t  a l l .  T h e  C e n t e r  r e s p o n d e d  t o  

3  6 5  c a l l s  l a s t  y e a r  a n d  r e a c h e d  o u t  t o  m a n y  m o r e .  T h e  C o r d o v a  

F a m i l y  R e s o u r c e  C e n t e r  h a s  b e e n  a  d e c i d e d l y  p o s i t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  i n  

t o w n  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l o c a l  and  g o v e r n m e n t a l  s u p p o r t .  D o n ' t  m a k e  

t h e i r  g o o d  w o r k s  a  t h i n g  o f  t h e  p a s t .  H e l p  t h e m  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  

d y n a m i c  a g e n t s  f o r  s o c i a l  h e a l t h  a n d  w e l l - b e i n g ;  s u p p o r t  t h e m  w i t h  

y o u r  v o i c e  and  y o u r  v o t e  f o r  c o n t i n u e d  f u n d i n g .



W r i t t e n  T e s t im o n y  F o r m

Please enter into the record my testimony to the ___________
(committee name)

committee on   , dated_____________________ ,
(bill/subject)

'■̂CL'L/Ŝ .

(Zẑ C ŝ [JttX-xx

z i2 ^ r

*  / J . £ -  y
^ s4-£&X-' *2̂  '& *  &  . irx i+ S r'i:

^A A A x^ly^^txL eA L Ju ^  * v_*£-dA & tlA - &eUy2AxLc>CA£: - ^C--

/2sKs ^A *A A L£j£ xO.X - ^  s

O Ju U ^6 < u < ^A L 4 L C t £&> U J u x tx C  J-AA2AU '*- L exixL . .  v f t f f- t  e X / £ ^
pJcruAJL- S h c y & A ^ jtu  '£& -6 v< ^ -?<&£, £ c O  ^ ju xaAẑ y

9  .^C sL xxtX L cu a ^s x ^ X L A ^ t< ^

igned:—/ ___^ A  X U xJ ^ uaLA _ x  ^  . &
V * iSrName / /  V

<A>Lĉ

A*

Representing (Optional) -XZ-z^jCc- ^

'A o_A ^ 4 * ' .  -Address
9 0 7 -  V t t X -  /7 .< 2 s)i i

Phone Number
/
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*
M a r y  L a u e r  
510 K in k e a d  

S i tk a ,  A la s k a  99835
907-747-5752 home; 907-747-7728 w o r k  

TFMFL@ n ca d l.a la ska .ed u

PLEASE ENTER THESE COMMENTS AS TESTIMONY TO THE HOUSE 
FINANCE COMMITTEE HEARING ON MARCH 22,1997 @ 9:30

Alaska Vocational Technical Center is facing budget cuts of $77,000 in its 
general fund budget. This cut will deeply affect delivery of programs at a time 
when the state faces an increased need for vocational training.

Through one program alone, the state mandated welfare-to-work program, 
demand for vocational training could increase dramatically. AVTEC is 
researching new areas of vocational training to meet these demands in areas 
not presently served, such as computer network maintenance training.

In addition to meeting the need for new areas of service, there is an ongoing 
need to meet the vocational needs of heavy industry, such as the Red Dog 
Mine. AVTEC is responsive to the training needs of industries needing short­
term training, and is especially able to respond rapidly to industry's short­
term special-interest training needs.

AVTEC served 1762 students during FY96. Of the students who enrolled in 
FY96, 84.4% graduated (1345) or completed their skills upgrade program.
Based on previous years data the graduation rate is expected to be 
approximately 72% for full-term and 91% for short-term.

I am eir?’ ./ed  in continuing education full-time at the University and 
recognize mat this is a phenomenal record of success. I believe that AVTEC's 
record of success will be greatly affected by any budget cuts at a time when 
training needs in the state are increasing—needs that they are perfectly 
positioned to fulfill.

Mary Lauer
AVTEC Advosiry Board Member

TOTAL P .0 1



Representative M ark H an ley  
F in a n ce  C om m itte e  Co-Chair 
A laska State Legislature

fax 907-465-2418

Dear Representative Han ley:

I  understand you  are cons idering  a m a jo r reduction in  the C h ild  Care G rant Program. 1 be lieve 
th is is a m istake. H ig h  qua lity  c h ild  care bene/'.ts every c h ild  by better preparing them  for the 
rigors o f  schoo l and g row ing  up as confiden t, r reductive in d iv id u a ls . Based on experience w ith  
m y  tw o ch ild ren , age 5 and 8 , the va lu e  o f  the ir preschoo l experiences in  those precious early 
years cannot be overstated. C h ild  care shou ld  not be reduced to c h ild  warehousing . R educ ing  or 
e lim in a t in g  these funds w i l l  reduce the o vera ll q u a lity  o f  c h ild  care and/or s ign if ican t ly  increase 
in d iv id u a l c h ild  care costs. These two funds work w e ll together and shou ld  remain intact.

Thank you  for your cons ideration . I ’d appreciate b e ing  kept apprised o f  the status o f  fund ing  for 
D ay  Care programs.

A nchorage , AK . 99508 

E-mail: sg ibert@ ao l.com

mailto:sgibert@aol.com
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ALASKA VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL CENTER 
TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION

B o x  8 8 9  

S e w a r d ,  A K  9 9 6 6 4

21 March 1997
Representative Mark Hanley, Chairman 
House Finance Committee 
Alaska House of Representatives 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
Mr. Chairman und Members of (he Committee:
The Teacher's Association urges you to maintain the budget of Alaska 
Vocational Technical Center at the current 1996-7 levels. As an organization of 
34 teachers, we have worked hard at providing maximum service to our 
customers, the Alaskan vocational education student. The school has been 
creative in expanding education opportunities with partnerships with industry, 
Community Development Quota Associations, and other businesses. Staff has 
responded by delivering more services and putting in more voluntary time. Our 
union contract ratified last year reflect your strong efforts to limit financial 
expenditures and growth.
AVTEC's mission is to provide vocational training for employment in established 
and emerging fields in Alaska. We continue, in spite of budget limitations, to 
deliver trained, employable workers to businesses and industry all over the 
state. Investment in Alaska's future and her people requires concern and 
attention to economic viability. A trained and educated work force is the first and 
essential step on that path.
Our Association members are dedicated and supportive of AVTEC's mission. 
Without sustained funding at current levels program cuts and loss of services 
are inevitable. Please show your support for vocational education and Alaska's 
economic future by maintaining AVTEC's budget at existing levels.
S in n e r e lv  v n u r s

TOTAL P .0 1
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

F i n a n c e . .

Please enter into the record my testimony to the F i r n m r t f n t a
committee name

committee an H fQ  £ ( h  f - Y T lb  s I , & &  \\t\3 J  2 D - . dY7
MI/sufijectS?FU-^HS
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a  c k o P  F a F  - f c ,  - H q e  K t V  c c o l ' Y u o n ..

P l c a S ^  d o  n o b  i n c l u d e .  c u b s  d f v i X  
i/o L W  a - f f e c b  p ^ o p X  i M t + b

H a B l ' b i e S -  t a r n  L i e s  X d i  't e p  

u n a b l e  - t o  o a F ^  P b r  4 b X r  e h i i a F e d  

3n S  c r i u i t e  & Y  K o n A & -  P X .  o < o s i  ia j c
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I i n r v ’T / b XSianed;

Y n F i d  f  P o o r s  ( P e r  \ /  i<Q£ S'
Regress. :*.:ng (Op::ar.Hi) ^  i

^ d I ^ k >("pv^X
A dd re ss

q / o 7 X F b 7 7 ______________________

.*•?£ •£Q*Sj20>»* - f.T rm zsc r

Phone Mo.
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record nty testim ony to the
committee name

committee on
bill/subject

C..C*"h s '

Sianed:
Testifier

^  -  k .  A - / ^

ClCt' ^(•v*c/cS
Representing (Optional) *

. / /  f f u r
Address

Phone No.
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the

A

committee name
committee on / 1 1 '. t dated

bill/subject

</ 5 ' / 7 r  L xr X U . f i l l /  C f i j S '

J T L -  S I  C y K r Z S * .

Signed: 7 ^ ^ / / ' / 'f it 'f ils -  - /-  r  f o t t  /f-e. f~
Testifier

M U  C &  \r p  ■
Representing (Optional) /

• p a  G o /  & { /* { /,*  , A K  9 ? u ?
Address

a m *  -  r a r r ~  ___
Phono No.
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M a r y  L a u e r  
510 K in k e a d  

S i tk a ,  A la s k a  99835
907-747-5752 home; 907-747-7728 work 

TTMFL@ac*dl.alaska.edu

PLEASE ENTER THESE COMMENTS AS TESTIMONY TO THE HOUSE 
FINANCE COMMITTEE HEARING ON MARCH 22,1997 @ 9:30

Alaska Vocational Technical Center is facing budget cuts of $77,000 in its 
general fund budget. This cut will deeply affect delivery of programs at a time 
when the state faces an increased need for vocational training.

Through one program alone, the state mandated welfare-to-work program, 
demand for vocational training could increase dramatically. AVTEC is 
researching new areas of vocational training to meet these demands in areas 
not presently served, such as computer network maintenance training.

In addition to meeting the need for new areas of sendee, there is an ongoing 
need to meet the vocational needs of heavy industry, such as the Red Dog 
Mine. AVTEC is responsive to the training needs of industries needing short­
term training, and is especially able to respond rapidly to industry's short­
term special-interest training needs.

AVTEC served 1762 students during FY96. Of the students who enrolled in 
FY96, 84.4% graduated (1345) or completed their skills upgrade program.
Based on previous years data the graduation rate is expected to be 
approximately 72% for full-term and 91% for short-term.

I am employed in continuing education full-time at the University and 
recognize that this is a phenomenal record of success. I believe that AVTEC's 
record of success will be greatly affected by any budget cuts at a time when 
training needs in the state are increasing—needs that they are perfectly 
positioned to fulfill.

Mary Lauer
AVTEC Advosiry Board Member
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T E L E C O P Y  C O V E R  S H E E T  

K e t c h i k a n  L e g i s l a t i v e  I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f i c e
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T R A N S M I T T E D  B Y :  / ^ i c r u . ' ______________________________________
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Alaska State Legislature
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W r i t t e n  T e s t im o n y  F o r m
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T e d  H o j o a r d

3J9 (Ptterien St.
Sitka, AK 9 9 8 3 5

907-747 -5432jstoh'̂ plialaskA.nel

March 21. 1997

Please enter rny testimony into the record for House Bill 75.

I support wholeheartedly the proposed increase in budgeted funds for the Council on 
Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault.
I have lived in Sitka for 11 years and for the past 4. have been a member of the Board 
of Directors for Sitkans Against Family Violence, the only local service for victims of 
domestic violence and sexual assault. Each year, we have seen the number of cases 
rise and felt the increased need for the services of the shelter. The price of "doing 
business" has gone up. Supplies and food have risen in cost, heating costs have 
escalated and insurance fees for our employees and for liability have swollen. 
Funding has not kept pace.
The Council has done a marvelous job parceling out the funds it has been given but 
each year the need has risen and the Council has found itself having to say no to 
deserving programs.
Please give the Council enough ammunition to fight this war on domestic violence. 
Please support House Bill 75.
T hank  You ,
Ted Howard

TOTAL P . 0 2



March 22, 1997

I w ish to address the "Special Projects Budget", spec if ica lly  the matching funds the state 
provides the the Alaska Geographic Alliance.

1 am aware that tb ;re is a poss ib ility  that the Alaska Geographic Alliance may not be 
funded for next year. Th is  program is very instrumental in  keeping A laska, Geographic 
literate w ith the rest o f  the Un ited Slates and the W orld . The partnership that it has w ith 
the Motional Geographic Society is c r it ic a l. The $50,000 that the state matches w ith 
MGS goes d irectly to education o f  our students. It also is instrumental in he lp ing  deve lop 
the Goa ls 2000 that the state is very busy in  adopting.

A t present, every state participates and supports this partnership. The networking that 
exists between participants and states is on go ing. For us to be out o f  this loop w ou ld  be 
devastating to Geography Education.

I am  a teacher for the C ra ig  C ity  Schoo l D istrict. O u r district has been active ly  invo lved  
w ith using the textbook: Alaska: a Land in M otion , a book written by members o f  the 
AG A. A ll districts in the state were ab le to participate in  Geography Awareness Week 
because ol'the materials generated by this partnership. I have also been able to connect 
w ith the G ir l Scouts and held inservices to he lp w ith their activ ities because o f  .4 (7.4.
The .4(7.4 also is a d riv ing  force in  The .Alaska Geography Bee held annually .

1 cou ld  go on and on but please, re consider this possible cat in education support!

Respectfu lly submitted.

Janice Lund 
P .O . B ox  155 
K law ock , Alaska 99925

Mr. Chairman and members o f the Committee:
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C IT Y  O F  S T .
P .O . Box 163 

St. M ary's , A K  99658 
(907) 438-2515

March 22, 1997

To: The House F inance Comm ittee

From: Walton Sm ith, C ity  Manager o f  St. M ary ’s

Gentlemen, due to time constraints I was not satisfied w ith m y brief comments to you by 
telephone a short time ago. I wanted to elaborate m y  concerns.

A ll o f  the proposed health, social services, legal system and tourism cuts have an impact upon our 
v illage and the v illages o f  the Y ukon Kuskokw im  Delta. W e lack the majority o f  basic services 
lo ca lly  that your cuts w il l impact. But we w il l feel the effects as local residents have even greater 
d iff icu lty  in receiving these scarce sendees.

As you cut programs that serve ind iv idua ls as w ell as cut programs to small communities, our 
v illage budgets are further restricted. A t the same time, w e have greater pleas for assistance from 
loca l residents. I cannot cut 3tJ°o o f  m y manpower from a department that has on ly  one worker.

M y  major goal has been to keep our water and sewer services funded and function ing. This task 
becomes more d ifficu lt each year. As you make cuts to other basic services, disposable incom e 
drops, and local people can no longer pay the c ity for water and sewer. As y ou cut other 
programs to v illages, we cannot continue to subsidize the operation o f  these sendees.

I have a comm itment to these sendees not on ly for us. but for the other communities o f  the Y-K 
Delta. M any o f  our v illages do not have the benefit o f  flush toilets and circu lating water systems. 
Th is is one o f  the most basic o f  human sendees. Most o f  the increase in life expectancy that has 
occurred in the world this century has been a consequence o f  the provision o f  good sanitation and 
the pub lic health movement, not o f  sophisticated medical procedures. Yet these basic sendees 
seem to be the first that are cut when the budgets get tight.

Y o u  have indicated that you  w il l cut the D C R A  budget, particularly in the area o f  the R IJBA  
program. W h ile  1 know we cannot demonstrate w ith this program that we have ‘‘saved a system”; 
Ihe program has provided invaluab le sendees to villagers as w e ll as State and Federal agencies. 
These sendees improve the planning, development, and management o f  v illage sanitation systems. 
Th is helps to insure that the State w il l be able to reduce assistance in the fuftire that m ight 
otherwise be necessary to keep a system running. Y our additional direct cuts to D C R A  w il l 
e lim inate some LGS positions that represent some o f  the most productive workers w ith in D C R A — 
a further cut to our v illages.

1 hope Ihe House Finance Comm ittee can review  their current decisions on budget cuts and pursue 
alternatives to the gap between spending and revenue. We are few  in number in  the Bush, so we 
do not represent a great deal o f  power w ith our voles. W e can on ly hope that our representatives 
co llect ive ly  act from a stance o f  concent for residents rather than a concent for the votes o f  
ind iv idua l interests from their respective constituencies.

T h an k  y o u  for v o u r  co n s id e ra tio n .
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the hocmr.g
committee name

committee on U qu^  Ami n s . _  , dated a /a a /q - i .
h ill/c i ih io r f

Q-V.'/., liWtfe s.-sVqror^ao^cvOoio  -----  . _ r domestic-•»
We ctork b  piVv.ti’ni v'lolenc! WlfOugk 4rciin«ft<jV̂  prvstntataftd. O ur otx^omiak6v\s  owe oVWn Hie
QKU_>/ p b c e .  y u b iv ' i  V lc ' - 'v o ' j  c f  < q * u o W tc j t a n « _ . c o n  C o d  »x W  ^ UW c ° r ' r e d ly
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O u r  & b » | f « r c d  A -v O - n  lO O y o ^ c s  a i d , c r d  f t  Ip . l l .n 13 a p a r t - .  If <-5 b o  - s m a l l  t o p r o n c b  f h e . s h e . r o  n < « 4 c d

£>r h>e popevloWo ̂  Vattb}. T^HVbK « Hac (bppor Rwer fcxv^i «  oac servic-c 0 < W  .
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C K b a  t W  fo ftp k> ip v t, «>Wc VV̂SJ ere. pywnWri from  t?rv>V jm<̂  ■>
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"Tt-bonk vpu •

Signed;
Testifier
/^ r /^ o c o jjs
Representing ’̂Optional)
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O .T . K I D S I n c .
PO Box 1118
Homer, Alaska 9960.1
U.S.A.

S U S I E  A M U N D S O N ,  M S ,  O T R / L  
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

M A R T I N  Z E L L E R ,  J . D .  
B u s i n e s s  M a n a g e r

M a rc h  22,1997

->©eSf M em b e rs  o f th e  A lasJonr H o u s e  a nd  Senate , F/b'flfKP Ctf/ntx. > i  ~kp.€L

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  a l lo w in g  w e  A la sk ans  to h a v e  a v o ic e  to d ay , hf& 'F H/3 74-

M y  n a m e  is S u s ie  A m u n d s o n  — I  o w n  tw o  sm a ll b us in esses  in  th e  H o m e r  area 
a n d  am  a n  o c c u p a t io n . i l the rap is t. In  a n u ts h e ll, o c c u p a t io n a l th e ra p y  is a 
p ro fe s s io n  w h o  serves in d iv id u a ls  w it h  d is a b il it ie s  a n d  d if fo re n t- ab ilit ie s  to 
a l lo w  th em  to  fu n c t io n  m o re  c o m p e te n t ly  w it h in  th e ir  e n v ir o n m e n t  a n d  w it h  
o the rs . O u r  co n c e rn  is p e o p le  fu n c t io n in g  as c o m p e te n t ly  a n d  as in d e p e n d e n t ly  
as p o s s ib le .

I  c o m e  to y o u  to d is cuss  the p roposed  M e d ic a id /  M e d ic a re  cu ts  in  th e  F is ca l 
Y ea r 98 O p e r a t in g  B udg e t . I  h a v e  no  M e d ic a id / M e d ic a r e  c lie n ts  o n  m y  
p rc/ ess io na l ca se lo a d  so I  d o  n o t suck  o ff the p ro v e rb ia l M e d ic a r e  teat. M y  
te s t im o n y  serves as a n  a d vo ca cy  for p e o p le  o n  M e d ic a id ,

I c h a lle n g e  ea ch  o n e  o f  y o u  to be fo rw a rd  t h in k in g  w h e n  y o u  c o n s id e r  cu ts  to 
M e d ic a id  and-M ed ieare^—As m a n y  o f  us k n ow  the r e d u c t io n  o f  s e r v ic e  fo r 
v is u a l,  d e n ta l a n d  h e a r in g  needs o ccu rred  a c o u p le  years ago . F o r  p e o p le  to 
fu n c t io n  in  th e ie v e ry  d a y  w o r ld , these are no t e x tra va g a n t n e cess it ie s . I f  y o u  
d o n 't see h o w  these s e rv ice s  can  im p a c t  an in d iv id u a l' s  f u n c t io n in g  in  e v e ry  
d a y  life , p o p  o u t  y o u r  contacts o r take o ff y o u r  g lasses fo r 24 h o u rs ; o r  in  the  
p re tense  tha t y o u r  teeth  o r  m o u th  are too so re  to c h ew , d r in k  y o u r  breakfast, 
lu n c h , a n d  d in n e r  fo r a d a y ;  o r b e lte r yet, p la ce  those fo am  e a r p lu g s  in  y o u r  
ears d u r in g  y o u r  en v r r fu n d ra is e r . V is u a l, d e n ta l a nd  h e a r in g  s e rv ice s  are n o t an 
o p t io n  fo r a fu n c t io n a l l ife .

T h e  p ro p o s e d  cu ts  to m am m o g ra p h y , p ros the t ics , a n d  r e h a b il it a t iv e  se rv ice s  
are d is c o n c e r t in g . I f  w e  :•«? a fo rw a rd  t h in k in g , cost-effective a p p ro a ch ... .

re: m a m m o g ra p h y :  A  lu m p e c to m y  is ch eap e r th a n  a m astectom y?
M a m m o g r a p h y  is the  n u m b e r  o n e  best d e tecto r o f th is ^b re a s t  can ce r .

re: p ros the t ics : I f  s om eo n e  rece ives  a p ro s th e t ic  a rm  a fte r a f is h in g  a cc id e n t , the 
l ik e l ih o o d  o f th a t  i n d iv id u a l  r e tu rn in g  to w o rk  a n d  a d d in g  to the e c o n o m ic  
g a in s  o f  A la s k a  a re  m u c h  greater.

re: r e h a b il it a t iv e  s e rv ic e s  fo r substance  abuse a n d  m e n ta l h e a lth : W h ic h  o f  us 
he re  w a n ts  o n e  o f  o u r  lo v e d  ones , (a c h ild ,  a spouse , a fr ie n d )  to be an  a c c id e n t

p h o n e  ( 9 0 7 )  2 3 6  0 6 8 8  u o r l t l  w id e  u .v li
f a x  ( 0 0 7 )  2 3 5 - 7 5 6 1  h l t p : / / w w w .n la s h a .n e l / ~ o t k i t h i /

http://www.nlasha.nel/~otkithi/
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fa ta lity  b ecause  s om eo n e  w h o  n e e d e d  h e lp  w it h  a lc o h o l a d d ic t io n  d id n ' t  
re c e iv e  it? a p u t h i fa-fehj )s?uc.

T he se  s e rv ice s  a re  necess it ie s  a n d  they  a l lo w  in d iv id u a ls  to b e  m o re  
in d e p e n d e n t  in  th e  v 'o r ld  so h e a lth  care a n d  ass is tance fu n d s  are n o t  n e ed ed  
la te r. A g a in  I  ask  ea ch  o f y o u  be fo rw a rd  th in k in g  fo r th e  fu tu re  o f us A laskans!

I  p ro p o se  no  cu ts  to th e  M d id lca reT ^M ed iea id  p ro g ram  -- o n ly  a re in s ta tem en t o f 
v is u a l , d e n ta l, a n d  h e a r in g  se rv ices . I f  w e  n e ed  m o r e  m o n e y  fo r th is  p ro g ram , I  
f u l ly  s u p p o r t  a state in c o m e  tax.

I  w a n t  th e  c o m m e r ic a l f ishers from  W a s h in g to n , O r e g o n , a n d  o th e r states w h o  
c om e  to A la s k a n  w a te rs  for th e ir  l iv e l ih o o d  to m ak e  a y e a r  r o u n d  c o n t r ib u t io n  
to o u r  s ta le . A s  w e l l  as th e  m a n y  seasona l em p lo y e e s  w h o  s m ile  c a r ry in g  
p ay che ck s  from  o u r  state at the  e n d  o f s um m e r . A n d  I  w a n t  the w o rk e rs  in  the 
o i l in d u s t r y  w h o  l iv e  in  the  L ow e r  48 awd-<+thn» cm +ntrio r to c o n t r ib u te  to the 
e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f o u r  state w it h  m o re  th a n  ju s t  a c o m m e r ic a l a ir l in e  
t icke t o u t  o f  he re . Le t them  h e lp  us w it h  o u r  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  so c ia l 
r e s p o n s ib i l it ie s . , , , _ .

T h a n k  y o u .

*

plwno (907,1 Ztf-O C M  
lax (007) 23;>-75tij

w o r ld  w ith : wl'I> 
h t tp : /  /  w w w .a U is h a .n o . l/~ x i lh \d s /

http://www.aUisha.no.l/~xilh/ds/
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^  - A , 4 . - ^ & T ^ r V u  v \ K l? . - 4 . ( ? -  rIPdXXcXLPt-'Lfti' U v  C.tJ? f o f . .

d rD  Q-&AU.jL.\S>^> Q A A JLA -4- ‘" k -  0>vt/>?
c J u j?  d2 CLCLAJL. h o ty U L 'k . O Ls'Lc-J C L P - X ' C ,

\S U-OoucCdf’ Omul ^ -u  ®lc V-J.&U-A. t-i 4-c.

jlkL'T̂ L̂ lCiXe, ■Q̂t '4xe, (£)<*£, - QrC '^ c t . i , . . ,  . vJ'U-ĉ
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^ a m iV ^ e S j A W  i s  S ^ vmjxAv im-c-t x , -  VvVeA^ -Vz> r e r - n o l r *  - V r ^ e ^ O ' C '  V>c-

^̂ E/WbAc.. o ^ v A  on>Â c4r<>*- , ^  -V \r\^  cYxlcWat~ *  - Â-rvUtiAs \ S  C-W-bY^

-^ -ox - ^ r - c  . -V dc oVv V \eo J .44u^  5 ^ L p~* u ivU

5ojo .̂ ĈCx-ja-5 eJŵ Y<5'y<. j  C-ocr̂ oKcTnS ) VA.€.ÂCO-b egad '̂ vSrl<-< C/£ZTQ- He-oJ-S

‘AoYe,. '''b êve,o4nffy-i J_s. (lC6~f X̂Xv 4̂iO,ê  * •̂ tû Ln'j -ror t-d\C.} 
i4or<\e5'K<i- Ovo\ev\ĉ , sVeJUpĉ . _o-̂ .A fw.eAvea-  ̂ , oJb va}«y4 cxS p,ne>viô  he©A'4Y 

Ĵ uncLoa C&/\ rvcV O^Y ^  toe vPccYc -H> O-OoicL AA\u.(~<*_. G-rlseS
Ml V\aue- r-V^As CX'aA- ĉ-̂ Y cOcxrvY <u> )pe (pnpÂ £-Yl'cK__.

cS o d a - 'h > | , c-UAAce^ cwncL W - o « -
cU6i^b\ Vi Vi or- ^c^W t Vxeo-AÂd cAAcAA.e»vĉ£b owu.St 'AoY \y z - YAf4rU&<̂ ' 54n'î >'SeA

I \ . \ ^  b -o .A c^cY  ..
Signed: V^iS-fiU l/erno ________________________ _

Testifier

?V l/?A --Su  C o m m u M u .^  A -^ ryu l / e S  _____________________________
4^ Representing (Optional)

(At)i>evno-rS ^~<L» 3>b  ; A ^ >-— Y Y Q ? .'SM  , , . _

!('. Address
9 q -t -  ^ 7 3 - 7 7 / ^   ____________________

Phone No. i
9/90 Log'sUti^c* tn/cfmati<5« OWico

28 :8 ! 1WS A6-88-yyW



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to

'fcommittee on

the  ̂ C<?r/ui4:c-̂ -
committee name

51 a.*I V2, dated
bill/subject

X  \o  *V« c  w Vs V« -Cav. o.<;
ô v<i ivv \W. 'vd <±<S cn- \W: 3 ' X v).Uiv\\t̂  \̂c\ Vk«vv’t V

V . r v ^ s  \tVv2v <axteV - \  Vst £  \-v^ e  c ^ .
S - , r  ^  V W  ? ^ V  \ \ t  ^  ^  ^
6 v w s . » » «  « ,  , «  v w  - ,\u  v  .

^  c.V \ - 3 v A e *  ^

Signed:
Testifier

Representing (Optional)
9 0  ^ o K  W O ’X  9 a W e - *

Address
0  -  A D Q c

Phone No.

0 / 6 $  L u g i j i a l i v o  I n f o r m a t i o n  OH<*

££: £ I m  LQ -ZZ-m



Alaska State Legislature
; I - < r '

Please enter into the record my testimony to the  \ ~ l/VjblCfe______
, committee name

committee on_____________"7 (<?   dated 3  , ,<£ 2- ~1__(______ _
bill/subject _ •

v j .  u o r J ^  *  ^  .

A * -r'k^ C ^ c U d "  U/’i& w c r^ d -^ o  -  ^  1 ° . &3 (O k a  'M eL -sx ,™  ■

Ukc —  dfcsLi 4 -k +0^■' V/ > Ktt 0  . ,  .V r, V V r U ,0 * y L f l s > - 0  ~ 01  ̂\ i^O  du>\_p A ' \  a i ■-+—
\ f  . 0  0 . . ^  iy & -* * *

S s a . ' v o c o . ^  '~!X 3 '  V— . / -. C jJ ^ y S  ^
1 7 ( -J / _j;j2 s  ChLAaJLA-T 0

- -   , . . v. V ' —  L 'A—  ■ — - - —  '
W yvci W  t A c  hfrj-*- o j u u i a / 3
C \ 1 “ \   1

U - ^  - t f a c  U c .****̂  ' :  U . C  r ^ ' ^ A  G
-  b c \  ^ / n M  0 ^ . 2 .  0 0  /  - * o  ,

Cw* or (J/LsaX o avvcJ L  o - v w o '  ^  ^ o W , ^
A < ? i-M . . / w o - a * ^ , ^ - / r r u < u u / A i

* * J l  U  ~ i . f ,  4 r ,  h n w t .  C U iM - O  4 o  t o  ^A n v a  W  a A J ' c .  T o  < T ^  r “  , _;

u  c-  1  s 
a  k o j .  . U ^ e  c f r v *  4 f
W c G . U ^  y ' V ^  L ^ W - ^ o  "V o  r / v j   ̂ v-̂ Vn

icG^M-v-jO-o w J r ^  A- W a c ^ |  W_ c J u c ,-— - 1 x -j. ooe-vGT
\^X \-0 Ax C ( T vXUA-.\^0u—-T-' 1 9 ^  } — /U-yW-vwO J--X ,-̂ .o-(..j6o cvri
tL c^ a -t i v.0'-j-t>A A j iu J c^ o  “  c W „ . ^  -  A- - y v ^ o *  Ics b c y y .  c ^ . ?  ^ 4 . ^
sj//l'Lo.fe’ d  xb i-i<? ^0 .V^T ^ cAaA o“\ â \ _Q_)LexAiLi: .   C7~

'A O  ^ 9

Signed
\ is  . !-s j r fI: A  K / L - - ' / v :  v,/
Testifier

Representing (Optional) ✓> .-; ,
P r (f̂t/zy a.;6-cS.A yX

Address x-
^ 7  ? 7 4  i S 9 i  _______________________________

Phone No.

9/86 Lcg.5lalivo Intorinalion Ollito

88:£ I iy s  £6-Z2-HUW



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the —f/ou S~r f1 yy/ f'r*7—>Q?y\/Kt fffi?
committee name

, committee on _____ , dated ___ — <D̂)J -------------------
pltj ri&wt ^  bill/subject

i- aw a w&aaajzr a %ocio( ^ ’ i/Ycf ■fy* -fcLrfi'ihtt >n V/V /ufaf-
i w. Bo- ûjcjn a/\d 4 'forn^^M kw eU ^ w. cUrts* "5. Cu+finq p^iainhcn Stores 
i« ner ^nopcial lois ĉ/v). eatery; merges ivfih nrvjdtV'.-vj i d o v j  iflincfs is
c o u r t s  9  rtMLULcH^e i o  t h e  p r C '^ U .O C ^ '^ iA r ? 4 f .  B ^ r € -  < j£ £ t/.r\J  * 7 \y  p r $ 5 f  /t f -  \ a £  ~ /  
UJdS hcVni>>5S lot rio A' fc&j 0, #  n$jXV>dnr) . LbtPhcUf jjj- /£, £/T*?/\2>> -
m v j M s  w e a M  j o s ^  c* o c U r t f & P .  t o ' t y o u h  cJhil< *  < u < r  4 S S i S k , / &

■ I  W l i ^  p u c (  T * '  6 i / £ r *  m q  { j ja . q j ~fev~ c h i l d  P a n ? . / / O t o ' X ^
o u x \  n u t K o j t f v * ,  a n n  3  ^  % (y .d ^ \ o r  o . S p z 'io ,! iO o r k  c (p c ,y > /  ^  /
V̂ i/e 3 d u l d w  io ctilew , Lcijh o^t nimho u?o$s + Ontaea/p ps'coWws

.' 11 ly% /5 !_?// ̂  1/1 j i. v\ ■ 11 /? C \ »A 4-̂> f\> O //v\Z5 /"f/AX A-P AA\?0/T *1 (/ .✓. /- 1. \J L /i 1<JCJS
I ^  / p. s. r i v * *

i/>(li lo£ r?IMcnj tcitr\ilies \>\d a SWarvj cAr poi/mly ;.*f uu.
^ L t c K  o e \ ^ ?  . ipiH-hOcct* p r^ j^n W iv /e  YnQ.cticaf a ^ s ' i y f a t c c

a/Ac* puW l'c- W ctM h § .t / )l/ic<S -  j/X  ipX^ n  dvY^m ^cf
t'i aAvC  ̂ C L & C i ' b d d ' t S .  ( J J tA h C iM  C jO ' |d  p ^ O 'k ’c f i ^ J  $v2y^vic< ?5 # 3  f)f~ ty S

■■ J j ^ j O k u  ‘w i » «  +  W f V \  o r c M / > ] -  C o S T S  L O ilL  r f a .  ' S o c i a l
' C ^ 'O ' id t  C .^ r Y x fC  'in /U a^ K S u  OJJ o \c $ P & j S lP ^ r jp Q ^

Signed: _ ■j(-dLL c  /  }?r? £  m
Testifier

Q la Jzz. C u. /m lc U iX ^
Representing (Optional)

Q f f ' 5  W f r y  t i h s i l h  f l C  9 4 6 s y
Address  ̂ 7
Phone No.

9/06 Legraiativo Information Otfico

££:Cl IMS £6-22-8t)U



Alaska State Legislature

committee name

Phone No.

'J/tG t*f&i*nauetn Olf'C*



Alaska State Legislature
» ' i', ,/• ,.■•••/ y; .* •

*■ , » \.
' %*•** j*1.- . v?

Please enter into the record my testimony to the _____
committee name

committee on Men/rtt/a " dated — ------------
bill/subject

H f / j J  f a  s / a r t .  r e p  o u t'c//'*}  / / c  < * & /  j p r o p ^ v z c /

f P  e ^ a Y o u e / r u p  m //c d  d r? £ c j/ /y  /MtppoLcY A  A .

/ n m . / / / , . , / / /  o / t s ju r J u J , ^  X m l/ d ,

f t / s s / w j  ^  4 / /  / f iv e . j 5 7 ^ t 4  C * * s / X id t ‘o « .a .l f i j l X  />

6 -a .r e . „ 'jX k. jp r a p o jm j. tzu iY s u > i// n e p / X . ■ / '/ ti*  f i p h / s  -P ay -

f r fo / t  iS /a /u -a /s  .

X ^ / n r J x a )/  A c Jp S y -ic z+ c fa ,

O w  M C i l X *  d #  J i o /  £ ,jlac> 3v>  '  p *  Z t iC - l.. C  eri4< />l LC4C / r & s & u r c - 'e s

< L * J  i & w t c x i i  # e -T z J  £>  'f t c - r e - o c j i t d  n o /  c / e a r  i t ,  ■ C a j z  A L o p ^ ^ i

4 f (L  1/ i / c d  7 a  s u ^ & r / / )t j p / t . p y r o p r ^ i  am . J  

S u .C t a e .s s  ia u J A y e /  S ' t / P  f t / a t + t c e -  .

r u - c - c n ^ s i  J v r  7 ^ / e . <±u/ s  / >  w e M . / * /  J e a / / / .

Signed: Y  Testifier

Representing (Optional)

F .< ? .£ p k  H 7 ' / -Z Z £ . X * j F' / / i < jX - -------
Address 

. 3 7 & -3 6 C 1 '_
Phone No. >iX ' •

9/flC  LegfaLiihre In form ation Office

LO’d S8:ei IDS LG-ZZ-a
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A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

'f~ja u .S  n â y c C *5 td s c o r+t/n t~l 
P LE A SE  E N T E R  INTO  T H E  R E C O R D  M Y  T E ST IM O N Y  TO T H E  c  fa c . c u t s  -  ^  .  n

COMMITTEE N A M E ^  ~ '

C O M M IT T E E  O N  )_ 3 J _ _____________________ D A T E D ___ 3  -  2 2 - -  ?  7
B ILL /SUBJECT

JLjZ ^ u X

p jtp ^ c  3 3 4 (4 j >-. ~ X r '

sC^l-

J U  ■

■ t  ■ A ^ u J c h  ^

pi i i A w  m -  < *■  • < * - *  ^

t  PPPPP TPP3X

r s c & t c  J L  4 W L .

C a s v ^ -J^ U s '  c:̂ ' L ^ y ' ^ _ .
5TIFIER " 3/ T

S I G N E D
T E S T IF IE R

R E P R E S E N T IN G  (O PT IO N A L )
P p . B o x  y v  T o n .. M e  ? r 7 r o . ________

ADDR ES S / P I I 0 NK  N U M U E R

TOTAL P .01



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the  ̂ _____________
committee name

committee on .  B>> l[ ̂  H.l/’ ( dated PQfltXK ^  .
bill/subject

j Y ^ l l  C&-1 Cx-t->fs Ll? I li

^  o -  C U ^ U ' f  i fY V L y d r + 0  * 4 f u 2 _ -  m e y A - f ^ /

U e ^ i + u l  < o m ± >  ^  m c l u ^  . U J  i '~ ^ h o u : f -  

- f j \ l £ L ~  J f V v S l d S  W U j  C r ^ x X c t i j  o - f  U f ^  

b J i ' l l  $ 1 * 0 ^  < ^ a jĵ tU j,  P i ^ A g - e  n t o n ^ ^ f

V l ’ o u A  irG-C/fityvi (

Sigr.v.’-: & #
Testifier
* T ; U  m . s s o p p

Representing (Optional)
^u \ U  s  d ?  I r v ^ t  - j j  _______________

Address O ld -  O j^ 3 3  Q tX y j qnbAK'
 :  ;  f

Phone No.

3/86 Legislative Information OINce

t?o:ei i y s  A6-aa-yyw



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the . h~ ,/V  ----------------
committee name

committee on H'O tS  ^  $> ! , dated <0 ^ 1  ^\P  c' ̂  ^  ?
bill/subject

'  * '  ' * W

-An*? An.f&tfey f
FiZor,

/ c r  C ' O ' - F - c

c  J/$ T  ^  1  A m C o r c e w f o  L *
^  f o O b i - O  & *rji

LCrJ-c ,  '  ~u r \ ' <  <-orscbfijvpn ,  u ,

»* !"oul 0 * *”"'*+ h/?/'.
E  C / £ i' F 1 - 0  i-tflP-fi&ny  ?  ^

ie tL>^e +Hea<t,Uz:ut-'kfst
A p r

 ̂55ms
r>

Signed:
Testifier

Representing (Optional)

Address

^ U r d - T - M r ^ . { F ^ A s A r r .  tA A j? i jr r r iA liF is

Phone No. 7 i; g  5-^ 7 2_

3/8G L e ^J la tiv f l In fo n ro h oo  ONics

J*

ai *d t?o .* £ i iys £6-aa-mi
iu



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

P:̂ ase enter into the record my testimony to the
committee name

i . j r '  . 1 1 r l l  ~ \ h
committee on _______ , dated > V^/T

bill/subject

^ V v .o ^  ( jsQ _

^ y Y H z / i3 L ^ (

^  ^  J^fyjLSLtX^ c r jfr \ _ , f '\-AssJL

Q ^ p & d L ' l^ > U & z s r f  t ) ~ ^

I j f i - Q  . J - t f - v K  J ljX \^ A jq p < A ^  c h ^ /v ryO ^ M ^

: r - iSigned
Testifier

igj-Xft j Q lrV^f
Representing (Opticp̂resenting (Optional)

Address

2 £ ^ ^ j I L
Phone No.

S/(JO L'.-giSlfllivc fr.for/rt̂ &on Ol/red

w :e i iy s  z6-^-ayw



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the
committee name

committee on ■kku S C . t dated P f Y l
bill/subject

X  c j o ^ ' O ^  A-y x l  'V o Vdcl-

-yirvS.- O ^ -O T nA 'c^  V fN S& V tVN  Cg C Z m & fc -*
^  -WpnC. O jfC .tS J f  vTN^ecV  X ^ ' T ' d  -

-u -n^ l , ' ' p t S . o p V d -  A - 'T C •p o S ^ T O v V

^ a . .  V e ^ C V * ^  « *  V f e , r ^ v

‘R o tN C te . V ^ ' O i d e  -

Signed:
Testifier

i I 'L J S L A c i r
fWreeentina (0spreeenting (Optional)

Q n  f t l  3 % 4 - I
Address

? e o - ^ 3 s 4 -
Phone No.

9 / 8 6  U g ' s l a t i v o  i n f o r . i a i K j n  O H i e o

90: £ I J.US Z.6-22-HW



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the V iry\rC.^ .
committee name

committee on , dated . ffi?]___
biil/subject

J .  P o  n o t  t  c o t "

j o  f t  t o f h ^  f r e n i v i  H t M  W 6 » « y s

P ? C < / a 5 {  o f  Q r e o t f  A ^ e f p  “P c r > ~ T A

T~ ^  n  *&■
I  a h ^  ^  0 7

0  7 " I n e S ^  f i y / v t f s

Testifier

Representing (Optional)
* 2 . S 3  0  ' • P a - ' i i  f P G . u / T c f t
Address'37Z.7 Wcf
Phone No.

9 / 8 6  L e g » 5 l a n v c  I n f o r r n a l i o n  O f f i c e

SO: £ t ius L % -z z -m



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the 1
committee name

committee on Wx/rr    dated c\\ -v 'CPC'] ,
bill/subject

X  <75' ^ lJ #<H- C -An> d-L
A ^ j) -A V ul.  > W «  *-i/-<•. 5  f  Q <s.Cr ' r>

o f  ) r c  ^  ( 'V L c . 'd  c q  x U s s j z
L>

. 7 ^  j £  C^c'w /% /  ,*  r o /( .  C -V J tv (\^ A . y '  J t  Y ' ^ V . J

£ u * J  .!

Signed: .
Testifie/ /

C  I / 0 .  : C < 5 >  "I—
Representing (Optional) •

g .  r c . j % i s  c - v i - s q r ^ r 1/
Address

5  7 k ^ O X L ll___________________________________________________
Phone No.

9 / 8 5  L e i r « W < i v »  I n / o r m a l i o r  O l f i c e

SO: £ I LOS A6-28-MW



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the
committee name

committee on    dated U&ddr±J3^\\SSD._______
Dill/subject

Rtffc-c Xx̂u w a (X 4joÛizûô>ŝ—
v  ^  (]) U H  W a O (c ( e l d  t M t

o J ^ d t < t y  U H T i  ( / M ' f l b ' t y f  O A M .1  ‘f l v e j  V  ’

":\ U\j(̂ d̂<{ 6Q d I ô di 3.4 v I v>
c y - c - g Q X \ -  c -4 k ^ o b & d & l  n ^ o s f ^

| > r - a J  ^ v o | i ( V i  ou4so  p p c - f e - ' f  f i / v ? -  X s H ^ v

f̂i/wi Woq£ m4\ A'lcJs' £/£«-([ĵ uâ
fsfzif ̂iko (U( wMtvĥ- d4 w diV ixJiA-zjjkzt

d& <5or - !̂ r f3̂
/URj<?ii U)o\5 Ud-̂r ri  \  /

Signed:
Testifier

Representing (Optional) . .  _

P n ^ B o y i  h f j f X b  f e l l
Address

Phone No

D/86 LctJiSJdllva Intomnaticn OM«cc

22 ’j S0.-81 iys /6-22-yyW



Please enter into the record my testimony to the
committee narrre

committee on --4— , dated 3 / a  a / 9^_____________
t'ill/subject

- T  m s j u  i-  v ' o  a ) 3

iL-L£

C .C i-> \ jL  g y  i / x j ^ r v ^  ,  CM a o

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

( X u t  5 j w  ) ') \A (X < ^ e ~ '^  \  "5 \JL & # -c -e > < £ -* v  P W ^
' .* " ^  J \ 1\ * • ,

\AJrt COL£ V. 0  v_A'/X

.jO

i t ,  ̂. 1 .̂ < *—J-—  ^  ->

 ̂ VtX-'l^ j 'Q s^ g J £  |u jb C ^ 3  y U T b C  - 3

' P A>a<MA-^ y/ l4 /'^/X><l<J<' G-*-.i'*LJ~<~£~v <^i,^ . C^-^A r O ), WVin
•'<■ y’ » ■ i  * - " ■• I ■ •■* . r^ C C rG d t  . -'z£ry>xjc_ ,c^e~-rJA y—j

/ V K x t ^ A ^ o  j J X ,  u J > W -Q  1 - J X l  b o * K  O ^ o o ^  ^ P c y y K jQ
. tWosV ^  -\\ ^  £

C l'C U ^  V \\Q ~V \ r K  A ©  V o ^ x  , S j jL tO e i— ^  0 — <L U / n x ^  j ^ ^ L d  £c~-^-'

0 ( a X  C ^ T U  *

q jgnPrt- U . C ^ Q v - ^ i  ,---------------------------------------
Testifier

Representing (Optional)
Q X X  c/x S *2, 1H A>  ̂ ~V̂ > i ~̂-ft-4C_fl /̂-jf'-t~ici k Tĉ

Address

7 ^ ^ _________________________________________________
Phone No.

9 / 8 6  L e g t s i a t i v o  I n f o r m a t i o n  O f t . c s

90:£I  J.US A6-22-HUW



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the — -----------------
committee name

committee on ■ dated . MaM2JT72.( P rt!
bill/subject

H Z T ” (X -m  C i d . (X -vm  c m X t t y  '—t P  ‘■/'Atf p r o p o S z c f

(J jL fd 'S  l/0 ~  ( jj/ n n r r iu r u J p  /T p n A /L p  [P O X  O t / k  i f f  r G / lp ^

Qs t y y i'-n  } ) P ( S  (p rO u ^ t -5 ,  X 5

I/O V t l 01S  --A s ) S - h - b u f j t y is  C u n J ,-  jO \d ls / ) ,V ?  ,
j  . ‘ <

I P l^ X jU  Ljc -IA- Ia AAM L- u O (A i ‘̂ r \ ^ L /  -R n y X c / jc L  P t m

&  ^ s k r t i d x k n a M  z o n ln k v )  o f  / Y ix y l ^ i  o j  / f / t g k & k
Q r f i - t x u O  {O a A ^ ir v ij/ tA M  I k ^ M ' p r m n f . a J  ( U w f z ^
O ' / le t -  a  f f f $ y  O du_/X J& tkL (L s —- LjT ) O J C T } ^ -  O / lO -
m v J  p c U U ^  d k n  r u n  o v c b

i y n p X M m  ^ u p > p i n t s  t o o  k k t S n .  i n d u / t b U a J ls .
k c < A x c  r n / s C @ £  O u y i/C  / / & * /  P o  m ^ ' y u p  p / m n r e f s  

o m e t  a n U / o  d m k r  /X )A r>  S M p w / t y J  d k x o  u O O m J J I

' ^ r p k U z s  n ^ r t s "  S n f o L  o s  i J 2 ) ( L  
P o n d  p \ f /  M m  ( O t o s r c t  ° - T ) c t  c k d u j r ) s / n ? J _

~ 7 Iu S e  (X & tiA > r}$  C O u  p p £ 0 - k iC o A  C p p O  j l  (A n fn 'K .
r e  d m s ^ < d d i o 0? 0  -  p o m  k k - k m  -  'Signed: ^  —--------------------------- —

Testifier
m v J k s s u ^ S a u n d i r s _______________________

Representing (Optional) «
P  f i .  . P  ro c  d l b d o b  Qj 0 b & p
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the
committee name

committee on foot r r  es\\ l k  — , dated 0^  1 3 3 2
bill/subject

J -  cry r o t  u o a n V  V r o  c a t s  io  V co 

- t o  ' V x G  r ^ e - o - V c ^ t  V o o V ^ n  c - o a \ ? 6

d r  - vty*2 * a r e e ^  o e e d  c C -  ^ d o o d c
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Signed:
Testifier
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Representing (Optional)
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the f^-P 1— . 7\ph f' T ir ,a
committee name ^WVIIIIIIIIkVW I ibUIIV

committee nnJ'QOr\^ f l /̂  i , dated 0 ^ " 2- 7
bill/subject

j  K / A  U/ r  r ^ - ^ r \

P t f  IT'- - V c W  y  3 { f
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. I

1  i w )  ) 5

d r / J  $ 3 - d 0 ~ r r
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•j •■v-A■H pl-̂ SA /4?£f
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/

\ j Z 0 p " ] 7 C J >

/ o r  a / i  j
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<J P<  c 0.3- ^

QL <*/.
.  r / , f  y \

K  r. r> ;; /Signed: C,.jAJXCi-' A  trC4JU,
Testifier

O r U A . i L
Representing (Optional)
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9 3 ’d /-0:8 1 iy s  Z 6-82-M I



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the

committee on m  v  u,
Dill/subject

committee name 

, dated .fiO&CfJx. .

S P S  o n v i O p p o s e d  A o  ' - f t u .  

' J f D p O S e d  b o u itjb b  Ah & > > r )r r iL iA M y

J Y tiv c b J  h t& l-H -— StASJU<UP-/  O S  US-&U 

p n P . s t t - d e A  S O W l  C J W i->  -  t  h  € S L ~ -  ( L c c /s

p O i J l J  .‘h to W d  (O  S L ^ M j r $ . L j

Z'ffech Ota. -PJuls ^ 'rVuA '

Signed:
i estifier . y*
a /  4
Representing (Optional) i

f b , . j £ p y '  F ) 9 ' \ C E i L .
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Phone No.
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the f ~ ( ^
committee name

committee on f f P  7 S /%  dated 3 -  .
bill/subject

>^oKe ^  ^
k e u f t / i  'd s  n e e

f r y  / t h e -  S < y J ? c c t f i i M / ' j f ^ ^  /  T  c « . m e .

fJ-VisW - y  f  t f f f o w  n t j f y i H
X  t % L  f f c - t r  o f  / >

In X M tih ii I r o o in -  U / f l° M  x  h a v t  .I  £ ey  f ih z X s v r jy  

/)1 ~ tt-L  j S y X i ^ ' i ' n ' X  i m d jf y h p  V 'O O M . X / ' j h  i '^ e -

£ o u /c / k «

Sianed:
'/h &

Testifier

\ j f i u e y  A iU A m
Representing (Optional) . /

\ \ Q .  0 O /C  l / o f j

799-/5S)Address

Phone No.
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Please enter into the record my testimony to the

committee on , dated

committee name 

3 / ? . ? .  / 9 7 T _
bill/subject

so&r) 2 yz j&*u. /yL<uv3 2 ^LLtf
$ J W ±  J o  %  p ^ i  r f n  / y ^ d k
KwiM CA^xu p<TL nyy SLtJPr p  ^  ^  Can~u± ~(A*.
P<Ui7 S' ^Wo-- ib xj^jyuJ 7^ JZ-csJLÂy oryrJL Ct-u*-d£. 7 ^  TcUIojl a-uyg,

■ rsjxpLe t̂XjL yOLoct- AuzJp
< 4U ^ x -M c u <  _ j x  j£ . ' . jr W  _ * A 7 J  J J J  >

U m  „ J  ^  — ea.
Qpt' Cjr-y,p- "to 9^ r d2̂- &&&-̂  ( CjJXLA. <Zy>L& ^  ^  £ ./

-*■  A y . X  ^  V  ^  s  p  J p

-*>  -M  p r ,  J - .  ^  " A t  J C ^  ^  ^

■ T k  /» + * * *  t« s  * . - P  ^  ■
■ b o ! o ^  ^  ^

T i t f r jL f r  7%  _ p  y / ' . j z j  , r  ^
r

Signed
( 7  Testifier ^

Representing (Optional)
//Z S. A ‘i9S(art 99 /?!<>-S K A  ^ 9 ^ jf ^

Address v
eH >~} -  / 7 LH r ? $ Lf i ____________________
Phone No.

9 / A 5  L ^ g i s U t i v o  I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f » c u

*1
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P. 15
M a r  1 9 . 9 7  1 3 :  N n . f l O ?  P

ll/fAHAY'S
RIVEKBOAT SERVICE

March 19,.1997

i own ana operate a DitaincHij in the upper lYlafanuska Valley, in the town nt 
Talkeetna, I have operated this business fo r over 20 years and I am one o f the 
largest employers in Talkeetna, w ith 32 employees. W ithou t tourists my business 
would not be so successful.

I am appalled that the Finance Committee would even consider cutting funding 
fo r the Alaska Department o f Tourism. Many other states and countries are 
increasing the ir marketing budgets fo r tourism, so they can compete as 
destinations (Hawaii spends 30 m illion a year on tourism marketing). I he 
Department o f Tourism can reach places I, and many other small business 
owners, can only dream about. They are on irtipueluul wiguuec* fo r mimy sifiull 
business owners throughout the "late.

Tourism is one o f the largest economic resources that Alaska has. Why would 
you risk losing the 1.6 billion in tourism dollars, last year's tourism revenue, to 
sayc 3.5 m illion now ? A ll business owners know tha t you have to spend money to 
make money. Sounds like you need to go back to school and learn business 
basics.

Small business owners are the backbone o f our state's, and also the nation';;, 
economy. They have worked long and hard to make Alaska a choice destination. 
You are in effect saying tha* all that hard wo rk doesn't matter, small business 
doesn't matter. Small business owners are your constituents.

C lim b down from your glass towers and fake a good look at your state, the state 
that you arc supposed to be representing. What you w ill find is a bunch o f 
people, real people, who Invr this state and can see a fu ture fo r her w ithout oil. 
This cannot happen i f  the Legislature keeps cutting funding fo r tourism.

Sincerely,

Stephen 1'. Mahay 
President/CEO

“Serving SpwctBsherxnen Since 1977”
Box 70S * T a lieehw . Alaska  9967ft .  (907) 733-2223 -  f a x  (907) 733-2712



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the
committee name jr

committee on ,■—<llĵ L  V 'S ' - , dated jf h & 'jJ s  /  f ^ ./ —  .■ .
bilf/subject l

s ^ 4  * * * '  CtU Z A .ol* £ * L  4 j £  ? tC ~  s ( a a . f * ~  T h a jG tJL U *
><^vix, _^c«’ a .4__£^ L -j -£ -L ~ i-~ r^ sK s

& u \ .  J ic o r u tv ^  ile m n tL  ^

■ /u lJ -m jlj< q ..J L .- c » & '* - '£ *  J 2 ^ £ t s u ? ^ C _  &
‘ft~ * r  £ J tm u K >  y L ^ y  & » - * * £ - .
y ^ e O C p , sU > & i<j 2 .J L -  c lJ L & l ~  S 7Z >  hS C /^ ^ l J L .
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)< y < 2 - v ? 7 ^ c ^ _
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/ y ^ A J L i t P
tfep r& an tin^  (OJteprenanting (Optional)

{ - 0  . £ a f i  S & -/--, /-* tr * u L ^ \ A J ~  * / % &
iresa

7 )  7  < /< ~ - i r j > _____________________ =_
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record tny testimony to the *'

committee on „  7 .T     dated 3  -  Z i <y~ 7  7  ,
bill/subject

£ L y  ^d^Tv-t. r ,  / i _

£ Z 3 Z ts .

A y u _ j  3 ~ 3 f  & ^ . y ,  AU-êZ.2jt ^ J J o -  ^ r ^ r , ^ /  ^

«^v> / T n ^ ' c / y  {?C < yLy.y u ^ y y s  /XZxzJyl c3ŷ A*w ĴZZZZ-̂- f y ^  y-Y
^ 2 r

Tes titter .

 __________ / kA — £  <&. <x~A  A / r V ^ v o ^  ________
Representing (Optional) ^
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Alaska State Legislature

4 5  S  B u d y d -

bilf/subjeci
committee an

Please enter into the record my testimony to tne U-aq ̂  ̂  f i  na m (Am t"1 ft*
committee name

   dated 7 /   _ .

 ̂ °  ^*^4) A  ^  r  <y 2' y  4~o r ■£ <̂ cru s  r 4 v  " fA ^

O c ^ - 5  ( u l O ^ L  W ^ .  y ,
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Addrrss
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the
committee name

committee dated b h r -
dilf/sudject* 4

^  . b y  S u b - f u t o ^ c ^  c o m ^  .
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- f a m i l y  r e . t o s  c n  - t f \ e  o P
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S i a n e i r ^ ^ ^ y V __________________________________________________________________
/testifier

Representing (Optional)
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the U onsP  , £, An ato.<2̂  C<̂ vY\bteg,
committee name

committee on _fkA\-VV\ SW.M y ^ i —. ^ted ^ 19 ~7
Diii/sufiject 1

TL dm veru conc£y'r\ec\ i/octn yOiLv
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a n

Signed: f
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/
Phone No.
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the f t o / t n c f f P .
T f O  H 'h  f  SCbL to f i  commitoe name

C~ e °" — _________dated M t o
tull/suhjec: I -----------*

A s  o ,  o P  o ,  s s - V e i t o /

d i s a b l e d  c h i l d — _ r
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i ' h a  u o s +  t o  t o e  Q a f e  o f  A l a s k a  ia j  L l  \

b a  u n b ^ a u a b l a  a n d  y o u  t o i t o a . u a I y
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i t o U  h o l d  y o u  h b S ' p D t o t b t o .  T ) o  o o f  s o p -
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the CrnmTlte'
committee name

committee on tig* Z L a L ■ 9 ’if 11.....1 - 3 /3 :7 /  9 7 ________
bill/subject
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the i t 1 ^ Cg_ 44 >YV\ vw, 1(qJL
comrnittee name
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bill/subject
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Alaska State Legislature

P S' rtlrs
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ALASKA MUNICIPAL LEAGUE AND 
THE ALASKA CONFERENCE OF MAYORS

Testimony to the House Finance Committee 3/22/97 
by Rosemary' Hagevig, President AML

The Alaska Municipal League and the Alaska Conference o f Mayors 
represent 135 municipalities and nearly 100% of Alaska’s taxpayers

Municipalities have the same job as state in providing basic services:
• education
• public safety - police/troopers
• roads, harbors, airports
• many other services are either half and half, or if the state doesn’t do

them munis are the prov:i?r of last resort. Roads for example.
’ ’ ' 1 ■

Municipalities arc about 50% or more funded by combination o f property, 
sales taxes and user fees for water, sewer and other direct muni services.

The other part, comes largely from the state, and that comes largely from 
Municipal Assistance and Revenue Sharing, school funding, school debt 
reimbursement, and municipal Capital Matching Grants.

A lot o f people still think their property taxes finance municipal 
government. Actually, if you took away state support to municipalities, 
taxes in every large municipality would at least double or triple from 
today’s levels. Some small ones will collapse. That is why municipal 
governments and your constituents who pay municipal taxes are so 
vulnerable to cuts to programs like Municipal Assistance and Revenue 
Sharing.

Sharing revenues with municipalities is not an Alaskan idea, in fact 
every municipality in the U.S. does it. As o f figures that are two years old, 
Alaska shared less that the average in the western states. Municipal revenue 
sharing programs are so critical because we would literally halt economic 
devc.r* ment in many areas because property taxes would make Alaska a 
poor investment for business. Alaska’s great wealth is meant to keep
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taxes low for residents of our state and that obviously includes municipal 
taxes.

The attached chart shows the $ to $ relationship between local property 
taxes and state funding o f major municipal programs, specifically MARS 
education, and Senior exemption.

• As you see from 1988 to 1991 munis were able to keep property 
taxes stable even in the face o f growing state cuts. This is great

1988 to 1991 munis were able to keep property 
in the face o f growing state cuts. This is great 

testimony to the efficiency and rightsizing of many munis who 
face state/fed mandates/ regs, cuts in state/fed programs, 
transfers of state services, inflation, rising crime rates, 
additional demand for other services. All without raising 
property taxes.

• After 1991 you see a steady rice in property taxes, but still 
somewhat less than the direct impact o f state budget actions on 
MA/RS, education.

Second, chart shows MARS against the overall state budget. MARS has 
been cut over 60% while the overall state budget has remained about the 
same.

The municipalities and the municipal taxpayers of Alaska have one critical 
request to the legislature. Please evaluate each budget cut or budget 
action you make to avoid putting more pressure on local property 
taxpayers. Even though some communities have instituted property tax 
caps, they cannot stem vhe tide if state budget reductions continue to impact 
munis. I f  property taxes cannot be raised, then some other potentially 
equally unpalatable form o f local taxation must be found or munis will 
have to put up with overcrowded schools, crumbling roads, and an inability 
to meet new challenges.

The five year plan to balance the state budget does not include increases 
in local property taxes. And the commitment has been made to exclude 
tax increases from the proposed $60 million in budget reductions.

Thank you!

C :M AR S :3 9 7 h fm  tes tim ony
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State Actions on Major Municipal Programs are the Primary Factor in Local Property Tax
Increases

(Increase in Property Taxes vs State Actions/ Reductions on Major Municipal Programs)
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State Actions/Reductions on Major Municipal Programs are

Municipal Assistance/Revenue Sharing reduction 
Revenue loss from State senior/veteran exemption 
Inceases due to State underfunding of education for inflation 
1996 annual amount compared to 1986

Statewide, compared to 1986, local property taxes have 
increased by $158 million annually. 

jCompared to 1986, State actions/reductions on major 
^municipal programs total $174.5 million annually.

- $85 million
- 51 o.5 million
- $73 million
-$174.5 million



Comparison of State Operating Budget vs.
State Revenue Sharing/Municipal Assistance Funding

FY 85 - FY 97

State Operating 
Budget

Percent
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Change

State Revenue Sharing 
Municipal Assistance Funding

Fiscal Year



F o u r  R e a s o n s  W h y  

M u n i c i p a l  A s s i s t a n c e  a n d  R e v e n u e  S h a r i n g  

S h o u l d  N O T  b e  C u t  t h i s  Y e a r

According to legislative leaders, the $60 million reduction in state spending this 
year will “NOT include new taxes or revenues”. Cuts to Municipal Assistance 
and Revenue Sharing simply pass on higher taxes to local taxpayers. There­
fore, reductions to Municipal Assistance and Revenue Sharing should not be con­
sidered as part of the $60 million budget cut.

Municipal Assistance and Revenue Sharing has been cut far more than any other 
major state program. It has already been cut by nearly 70% in the past ten years, 
and 15% in the last two years. Due to past cuts to Municipal Assistance and 
Revenue Sharing, municipal taxpayers are already contributing over $80 
m illion per year in local property taxes to balance the state budget.

Reductions to Municipal Assistance and Revenue Sharing will ensure that there 
will be more dissolutions of small rural municipalities, loss of basic public ser­
vices, and may lead to a breakdown of municipal government in ru ra l areas

Accelerating local sales and property taxes, and reduced maintenance o f  local 
public infrastructure, fueled primarily by cuts in municipal programs, are already 
discouraging long term business investments in Alaska’s communities and 
local economies.

Thank you for your consideration of local taxpayers 
and your support for Municipal Assistance and Revenue Sharing.

The Alaska Municipal League and the 
Alaska Conference of Mayors.



Mr. Chairman, over the past few  years the proposed cuts to public broadcasting have been so

3 0  d r
extreme that these hearings you ’ve heard fronyiezens o f  public broadcasting supporters. I’m

grateful that theadministration and the subcommittee has a adopted a more reasonable^ipproach,
k ) up  Ojty/- h o  c b 't w  I

but I hope you realize that the proposed reduction w ill have consequences. Tr^en on top o f  41%

in state funding reductions over the past three years, this additional cut will further weaken local

stations and jeopardize our offers to consolidate and restructure public radio and TV. There are

3 ivfcP
points that I’d hope you’ll consider:

A s a result o f  the state cuts, w e’ve taken a steep loss o f  federal matching funds. Many 

stations are now  right on the edge o f  losing all federal funding. Even the reduction proposed by 

the subcom m ittee may mean that som e stations w ill loose their federal grants; any larger cuts 

w ill mean that many or most o f  the stations will loose the federal share.

The system  has survived the large cuts o f  the past three years only because new  

technology came along at the right time to allow  us to maintain service more economically. 

There aren’t any more technological miracles out there to save the system from further dramatic 

cuts.

Before the big reductions in state support, public radio, public TV and RATNET were 

separate institutions. N ow , in response the cuts, w e’ve merged organizations to the point that the 

w hole system  w ill collapse i f  any one o f  the legs are pulled out. The best example: w e’re all 

sharing the new satellite technology, and we depend on each other to fund it. If one o f  the 

satellite partners is forced to pull out, the other services will go down too.



I applaud Rep. Davis’s subcommittee interest in learning about how the system operates

pledge w e’ve made to the legislature every year for the past decade. I know that most o f  you  

don’t want to see stations go o ff  the air, but that moct o f  you do want to make sure that w e’re 

doing everything possible to maintain service and attract new, private sources o f  funding, So I’ll 

renew our pledge to work with you on a reasonable, responsible plan for assuring that the state 

dollars are invested w isely and that the system survives.

Finally, I’d like to note that our Senate subcommittee met this morning, and the 

Chairman proposed a reduction similar to the house number, but he warned that, quote, “public

television isn’t out o f  the woods..." If that means that w -to public television is

being contemplate J, you should know that it WILL force an end to Alaskan public television  

service. If it is the intent o f  the legislature to kill public broadcasting, w e’re an easy target —
r

today. As you know, public broadcasting is famous for our pledge drives. I’d like to renew the

just cut another couple o f  hundred thousand, and w e’ll be o ff  the air in most communities by July

\< y  a  f  \
1. But if^our intent is to work with us and-m uu A laskans, than you’ll adopt the subcom mittee’s

recommendation....
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Testimony before the House Finance Committee on March 22, 1997 

Comments by Christine L Parce (a 30 year resident of the State o f Alaska)

fa y  5 ^ -  / 3  L  7

I read, with dismay, in the Friday night Juneau Empire that you are taking Public Comment on the 

House Version o f the FY98 budget Proposal.

I would like to state for the record that I am dismayed at the extremely short amount o f time you 

allow us, the citizens of the state, to provide public comment.

/
This is ridiculous, unless o f  course, you do not intend to pay any attention to our comments 

anj-way and this is just a facade to appease the public.

Having said that I would now like to enter my comments into the public record. I do so as a 

private citizen; however, I would inform you that I have, just this past November, retired from the 

State Department o f Administration where I held the position of Department Finance OPver for 

10 years: My comments will be made by department.

Public TV: It is a shame that this type o f cut is required but I do understand that the budget

&  radio: needs to be trimmed where possible without harm to the citizens and I think

the citizens want this service enough to come up with private funding to fill this 

gap. I know I am a contributor now and will continue to contribute.



Rural Communications: I think this is increase is required

DEC: Solid waste is a health issue and if the Department receives 1.2 Million cut the

Legislators should make certain it is not this program that takes the hit but that it 

comes out o f  surplus staff department-wide... or in some other areas rather 

that an area that deals with a serious health issue.

Court System: I agree with *his cut to the degree that it may increase the States current

Security Sen ice as that service is as near as totally useless as any group that 

has ever co itracted with the State o f Alaska. I don't know who monitors their 

work but it needs more attention.

They seem to think their main job is to write parking tickets. They appear to 

be unable to deal with any serious issues. I have personally been involved 

with them on several different issues and they provide a nearly worthless 

service.

If the Governor's proposed Increase has to deal with an upgrade o f those types of 

services plus technical services then that increase is most probably legitimate, we 

are far to insecure in most o f our state facilities during these times o f terrorist
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activities across the nation and we should protect c^r public officials and employees from 

suffering a disaster before one does happen rather than be sorry we didn't after the fact.

Page -3-

Department of Labor: No Comment

Department of Revenue: The Department is absolutely right! Someone must ensure that

parents be made to support their children, frankly most 

citizens are sick and tired of paying to keep people on 

AFDC because the parents have not been made to provide 

for their children.. Cost savings to the State of Alaska would 

come about through more enforcement of child support 

collections not less

I do not understand what thought process you must go thru 

to come to the conclusion that cutting enforcement of 

child support collections will save the state money. That is an 

amazing conclusion!



If the Legislature is serious about trying to save serious money - Like 60 Million this year- 

then you must quit nibbling at this process and quit chipping away a little here and a little there.

It is time for some Serious Stre^nlining. The following is one very serious suggestion 

that will knock out a large ,hunk of dollars being spent on duplicate Administrative

cost which by the way is where the Citizens of the State of Alaska want those cuts to

come/rom They want cuts in what they perceive as excess administrative costs They

do not want their services cut.

The entire Department of Revenue should be eliminated! It is true they perform many
*

services that are necessary & must still be performed but those services should be reshuffled in 

order to eliminate a Hugh burden o f unnecessary overhead cost such as the Office of the 

Commission and the Administrative Services group.

I would move Child Enforcement Services to H&SS where AFDC resides now and these

two functions are really linked.

Many functions performed in Revenue should be performed in DO A, Division of Finance.

Some functions could be privatized.



The PFD function needs a total overhaul to make it more efficient. DOA Commissioner Boyer 

had several great ideas about redesigning that system and I hope some of those ideas have been 

put in place. The DOA, Division of Information Services could be doing this job through some 

computerized system that does not require so much key punching and the volume of paper that 

both goes out and comes back in ti perform that Service

The PFD Investments should be handled by the Board of Trustee through Privatization with a 

Brokerage Firm.

The Investments that occur in Revenue on behalf of the DOA, Division of Retirement and 

Benefits should be handled by the Boards of those bodies through privatization.

I am sure there are many other types of efficiencies that can take place but this type of thinking 

will require you, the Legislators to "think outside of the box" and invest your time in the 

bigger picture o f the budget rather than concentrate on these little cuts here and there which 

mostly result in taking away services from the Citizens of the State of Alaska rather than reducing 

the bureaucracy which is what they want.

Please consider the Combination of the DOA & Revenue to eliminate a large cost of duplicate 

Commissioner and Division of Administrative Groups. There is no need in this effort to reduce 

the services to the citizens o f the State.



here cost the State many dollars in Federal Funding. These services will have 

to be provided some how to these needy people.

Cutting Welfare to the truly needy recipients is crazy. We need to reform welfare 

and, I hope, we are in that process That might not mean savings right away, 

in that process.

We need to Privatize other functions of Government so there are more 

private jobs available and put dollars into training our welfare recipients (those that 

can be) and enable them to get jobs and get off the welfare system so as to cut 

that cycle of need for the long term.

We must learn to be strong to accomplish welfare reform but we most not be 

"mean’’ to the neediest amongst us.

Division of Tourism: This is one Division that we absolutely must to Keep!

I believe they will provide the best service by being 

kept together to share their skills & information so as 

to avoid duplication of efforts.

They have developed a very competent Profession staff that does 

great work on behalf of the Citizen of Alaska, this is attested to, in

H & SS: Cutting this Department really hurts the neediest o f the States Citizens. Cuts



ASTF Program:

part, by the Hugh increases of Tourist and the dollars they bring to 

our state every year. These services really need to be continued in 

support of all those folks that work in this industry in the private 

sector. Especially now when our timber and fishing industries are 

on the ropes.

These Services are best provided by a group of top notch 

professionals that work together to accomplish their mission, not 

by being spread out to various departments.

Elimination of this function is crazy! The world is becoming ever

more technologically advanced Alaska needs to keep up and

create new concepts and ideas to insulate our citizens from the 

effects of failing behind in these technical areas.

Our citizens need to be come up with ways in which to use, what 

is becoming more limited daily, our timber resources and find 

ways to add value to this resource. This could mean more JOBS.

Likewise in seafood, aerospace and agriculture
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La w :

We certainly do need road maintenance and building maintenance 

but part of that money can be found I suspect if one would really 

rev\2w DOT, a Department that is the most inefficient in the entire 

state system with regard to it's administrative functions and most 

probably in the delivery of services.

While not mentioned in the Juneau Empire article I have a few 

comments to make about the Department of Law also.

My comments apply specifically to the Attorney General's Office & 

its role in Consumer Protection Enforcement.

I have been led to believe by the Assistant AG in Anchorage, an office of one, that 

he is the only person assigned to cover this extremely important area for the 

Citizens o f the State. The reason for this is the" Lack of Funds'* for such

services.

This is ridiculous in an affluent state such as ours.



I have been personally involved with a Hugh “class action type case" and am 

trying to help a group of 40 Alaskan Citizens in a fraudulent case involving a 

telephone company scam. Remember I said I was working with a group of 40, but 

let me tell you there are hundreds of Alaskan citizens involved and they will 

become financially harmed by this company when it files for bankruptcy sometime 

in the very near future, These citizens have not been able to get any assistance to 

get their hundreds of thousands of dollars back that was taken from them in 

deceptive practices and through direct fraud. This is an actual ongoing case that I 

am having to fight daily, right now, without the aid of our Consumer Protection 

Arm of the Attorney General's office.

I only tell you this as an introduction to my comments, If I thought I could get any

assistance from my State Officials I would go on., b u t having written to The

Governor, my local legislators and the Attorney General, and having received no 

assistance from them, it is clear my problem falls on deaf ears.. The attorney 

general's office has the details if anyone is interested.

What should be important to you and to the public as it was to me when faced with

need of assistance. I learned the AG's office is unable to

provide the kind of protection we the citizens bdieve we have available to us..

The AG Consum er Protection section is unable to provide this assistance due



In the distant past the AG's office did provide some assistance through their effort 

to combine forces with the Better Business Bureau but the BBB has been forced 

to close it doors due to lack of funds.

The citizens o f the State of Alaska are being taken advantage o f every day by 

lower 48... and perhaps even some local... unscrupulous business enterprises that 

enter our state with the knowledge they will have it easy because the State of 

Alaska is not willing to provide funding to protect our Citizens from these 

fraudulent business practices.

The case I mentioned above is a case that will be going National as a class action. 

Many other States are going to take up this case and defend their citizens however 

the Great State of Alaska apparently will not be standing up for their citizens 

due to lack of funding of their consumer protection legal office.

Nationwide states fund their Consumer Protection Services Legal Offices

because they realize it is one of the important needs o f citizens to help them

if they have been victimized by Fraudulent Business Practices

This Unit of our Government needs to be adequately funded for the balance 

of FY97, for FY98 aad in the future.

to lack o f funds.



CAPITAL BUDGET
1 . Introduce self... on CBJ--ADA, IL Specialist with SAIL, Board 

member and Local M.S. Chapter support service 
representative, and Partners Project (explain what that is).

a / r
PROBLEMS " L l '  e e

1. Over 1000 Alaskans will lose services and remain on public 
assistance.

2. State ADA compliance will be limited.
3̂  Independent Living Services will become limited around the

state. Especially rural areas just when the concept is catching 
on.

I Q o  *m,:)ac* on c ên* serv'ces fr°m who will lose an equal
I 5 J share of federal matching dollars. ALL THESE ARE IN' 

F R E N IS  LETTER (READ FRENCH’S LETTER) '

OTHER PROBLEMS
1 . Im p a c t o n  c h ild re n  a n d  fa m i lie s : (R E A D  M A J O R IT Y  C U T S ) .
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M E M O R A N D U M State of Alaska
Department of Education

Division of Vocational Rehabilitation Anchorage Admin Office

To: Representative Reggie Joule ^  Date: March 14,1097

Phone: (907)274-5606 
Fax: (907)274-5605

From: Duane KA French Subject Impact of House
Budget Reductions

I am writing In response to your request for information on the proposed reductions 
made by the House of Representatives to the budget of the Division of Vocational 
Rehabilitation (DVR).

The reduction of $10^00 to the American* with Disabilities Act (ADA) component ' 
would further limit the State of Alaska’* ADA compliance effort*. The ADA' 
componp.nt has already been reduced by 39 ft w iliflhe reductions made in FY 97 
and those proposed In the Governor's FY 98 budgaL The reduction* proposed 
by the House of Representatives would blunt the State’s ability to fully comply 
With the ADA and Will leave the State vulnerable to being sued under the ADA.

The reduction of $20,400 to the Independent Living component will limit the ability 
for staff of privote non-profit Independent Living Centers around the State to 
travel to rural and remote areas to provide services to Alaskans wtth significant 
disabilities*-By not mailing Independent Living Services available to rural and 
remotfrreeidents of Alaska, the chances of them facing costly Institutionalization 
is increased1. -

The most devesting reductions and resulting impact Is on the Client Service* 
Component of tne DVR budget. With iha House reduction of $379 400, the 
Division will lose an aqua! reduction of Federal fund* being reduced because of 
tho DIvioion's Maintenence of Effort requirementS.Th* net lose of funds to DVR 
would be $758,430. The only way the Divieion could cope with such a 
reduction Is to invoke the Order of Selection process which w ill lim it 
s e r v im  to only thoco Alaekana with Kite most significant disabilities.
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O v e r  OQfetfeousand A laekans w ith  d is a b i l i t ie s  w ou ld lo s a s a rv lc a i a n d _  
ram a ia on Pub lfe A aa iaU rcv , a t a far greater cos t to the State, ra ttie r th u s 
m o v i n g t a  m w tn fhg flil Jobe and paying taxes**,

The proposed reductions to the-trayd line Item of $43,500 directly impacts the 
ability of DVR to send staff to rural and remote areas of Alaska. Reduclnfl the 
travel of the Client Services component will make It extremely difficult to get 
needed vocational training and services.

The rollback of tha Contractual k'n# item of $45,400 will cut job placement 
services and othor training mad* avediDte mrougb private sector vendors* „  
Private sector vendors are a critical part o f delfverfng rehabilitation services to * . 
Alaskans with dlsaDiUtfes.

Reggie Joules Fax 465-4586



P r o p o s e d  H o u s e  M a j o r i t y  B u d g e t  C u t s  f o r  F Y 9 8 :  

I m p a c t  o n  C h i ld r e n  a n d  F a m il ie s

Govem cr Knowles' proposed FY98 budget m ade more than $40 million of cuts to agencies 
and  program s in order to absorb  increases in school enrollment, other formula programs, 
inflation and  labor contracts. I'his m eets his commitment to help close the budget gap  by 
cutting the budget $100 million over three years. Budget cuts necessary, but the 
House Majority is proposing large cuts on top o f cuts already made by the governor, 
many of which are Irresponsible and dangerous to the health and economy of Alaska.

W hat c h a l l e n g e s  d o e s  t h e  G o v e rn o r 's  b u d g e t  a d d r e s s ?

• More children in our public schools, requiring $12 million more In state funds.
• G raduates who lack adequate skills fo r the workplace.

« Highest child abuse rate In the nation and rapid increase In juvenile crime.
• Lack of access to basic health care for poor, elderly, disabled and other adults.

• Socond-faeteat growing senioi population In the nation. s

■»
H ow  w ou ld  M ajority b u d g e t  c u t s  h u r t A la sk a 's  ch i ld r en  a n d  fa m ilie s?

t  • Cuts out medical supplies and equipment, artificla’ limbs, rehabilitation and mammograms for 
poor, elderly and disabled AJoafcane**

r O  • Risks school districts losing $13.5 million in federal funds by having $750,000 cut In quality 
' schools and special services, including setting slandards and assessing results.

'3  • Elim inates all rental assistance for the vary pooraat AJeskana, a program In place since territo ria l 
days.

y, • Completely eliminates grants that help keep child care safe and affordable and hurts welfare 
/  reform by cutting $1.7 million from child care programs.

• Eliminate* job training for welfare recipients even though training investments are necessary for 
families to shift from welfare to economic self-sufficiency. .

L  • Cute (2.5 million from the University. „  W  ̂ > 7
n  • Hurts child abuse prevention efforts of the highly successful Healthy Families program.
C  • Reduces the governor's budget for Juvenile probation services by almost $600,000 which was 
y targeted for innovative community-based programs to reduce juvenile crime.

• Cuts over $600,000 from Child Support Enforcement efforts.
I a • Jeopardizes our most vulnerab le seniora by reducing Adult Protective Services and licensing of 
' '  assisted living programs.

i ' • Eliminates federal funds for innovative community programs to solve children’s health and 
education problems with local solutions.

/_ / OMB. March 20 ,1 997
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P r o p o s e d  H o u s e  M a j o r i t y  B u d g e t  C u t s  f o r  

I m p a c t  o n  R u r a l  A la s k a

Governor Knowles' proposed FY98 budget made mure than $40 million of cuts to agencies 
and programs in order to absorb increases in school enrollment, other formula programs, 
inflation and labor contracts. This meets his commitment to help close the budget gap by 
cutting the budget $100 million ovor three years. Budget cuts necessary, but the 
House Majority is proposing large cuts on top of cuts already made by the governor, 
many o f which am Irresponsible and dangerous to the health and economy o f Alaska.

W hat c h a l l e n g e s  d o o s  th e  G o v ern o r ’s  b u d g e t  a d d r e s s ? _______________________

• Need to diversify community economies with jobs in tourism, fisheries, timber, etc.
• Lack of safe sanitation and solid waste disposal in many communities.
• Inadequate child care and job training so families can get off welfare and become 

economically self-sufficient.
• No Village Public Safety Officers in many communities.

• Eliminate* fundin^fo t V iileg* Pubto Safety Offtcars i a ^  leesf severy communities that 
don't hav# any officer n o *

•p. • Jeopardizes the safety and economic viability of nrral utility systems by reducing training 
and business management services.

2* • Cuts the Fish & Game Subsistence Division by $115,000 and divides it into separate
“subsistence" and "rural subsistence" programs.

^/, • Disrupts and increases likelihood of powe* and hsaling
emergerteWWdoe to severe reduction* irr the Division of Energy.

j  > * Leaves landfills and industrial wastes completely unregulated by the state (including oil 
ficid and mining wastes), threatens public health and removes regulatory options 
to rural Alaska.

OMB, March 2 0 ,1 9 9 7 ^
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To: Area Superintendents and District Rangers 
From: Jim Stratton 
Re: Budget cuts

The House Finance committee has proposed a $183.9 budget cut to Paries and have directed that 
$92.0 of that be staff. This means a 25% reduc t a  in summer ACC employees. As a result, we 
are proposing to close 18 park units, not opeu ' new facilities, and will mothball 10 new 
roadside outhouses. Not having these facilities open will exacerbate our funding cut by an 
additional $132.0 foratotai budget impact of $315.9.

There is a Teleconference schedule for this Saturday, March 22, from 9:30 to 5 at your local 
Legislative Information Center to hear public testimony. I have communicated with ail the 
advisory board chairs, but I imagine there are other user groups for parks in your area that I don’t 
know about. Feel free to share this information far and wide.

There are many horrid budget cuts proposed, so these hearing will be packed. They have 
identified a schedule so people don’t have to sit at the hearings all day waiting to talk, but I 
strongly suggest that those that want to testify arrive early to get their name on the list There is 
a 2 minute limit on testimony.

9:30 to noon - everywhere but Anchorage, Fairbanks, & Juneau 
1 to 3 - Anchorage and

With this memo are materials that include the areas proposed for closure. Remember, this is the 
first cut on the budget and I expect some changes to our benefit, but only if the Finance 
Committee members hear from the public. And if we were to have to swallow this cut, we would 
make some changes to lessen the impact on closures though we would close units. We’ve all cut 
our budgets enough over the years, its now time to w*  ̂ 'rp the public with closures.

3 to 5 - Juneau

A
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• Showing $132.0 loat fat r m n u n  dua to stalling reductions and parti doauree.

Tha rY9fl House Finanoa proposal cuts tha Parka budget $183.9 with no recognition that these funds ara nacaaaary to maintain baaic park 
operations. Thla approach sa on nacaaaary, slnoa user fees could be used to maintain campgrounds, outhouses, boat launches, and other 
park fadtites. Partis has tha abiltty. shoiid tha legislature authorize it. to fund increased expanses from higher vrsitation and new fadlitias 
whiii farther reducing its dependence on tha General Fund.

This chart illustrates almost $2 roifHon In General Fund cuta to tha state partis budget over tha past ten years and increasing reliance on umt 
fees (Program Receipts). Starting in FYB8, uaorfaaa hava enabled tha parka to stay open whils stil reducing the General Fund. The park 
system has coped with Incraaaing visitation a id  brought new fadltfea on line through slow growth In faa authorizations. Evan the addfaonal 
costa of collecting more m om  faaa hava bean absorbed entirely with it' the exiting Parka budgat



House Finance Comm ittee proposed budget cuts to the 
Alaska State Park Management budget fo r FY98

Proposed Finance Comm ittee reduction 
Lost fee revenues from  closed fac ilitie s

S183.9
132.0

Real redaction to Park Management S315.9

Im pact overview :

6% reduction in operating monies
Close 18 park units
N o t open 10 new roadside outhouses
N o t open 5 new park fac ilitie s
Redeploy permanent s ta ff to 4 parks/clusters o f parks

• The Finance Committee has directed that Parks cut $91.6 from  its personnel expenses. 
This translates in to a 25% reduction in temporary summer seasonal hires, the Alaska 
Conservation Corp (ACC ). This reduction in ACC help has caused parks to propose 
closing certain o f its fac ilitie s and redeploy its permanent sta ff, Rangers and Natural 
Resource Technicians, to other fac ilitie s to compensate fo r the loss o f summer ACC staff. 
A  lis t o f 18 fac ilitie s that are proposed to be closed is attached.

• Perm anen t s ta ff at the 18 park closures w ill be redeployed to Chena R iver State 
Recreation Area, Nancy Lake /W illow  Creek, Haines area parks, and Deep 
C reek/N in ilch ik parks to compensate fo r loss o f the ACC support at these operations.

• The closing o f 18 fa c ilitie s exacerbates the budget cut by S132.0 in foregone revenue. An 
emphasis was placed on maintain ing ACC fee collectors at those units that remain open 
and fo r adm inistrative assistance in processing fees at area offices.

• Parks has 10 new roadside outhouses that w ill be mothballed pending eventual restoration 
o f funds to operate these fac ilitie s . A  lis t o f those fac ilitie s is attached.

• Parks was planning to open liv e  new fac ilitie s (w h ich include some o f the 10 mothballed 
outhouses) in summer 98. These fac ilitie s w ill not be opened. Two fac ilitie s recently 
underwent an upgrade that required increased operational support - Alaska Veteran’ s 
M em oria l and B ird Creek. A  p rio rity was made to fu lly  operate these previously existing 
fa c ilitie s and not open those that are new. A  lis t o f new fac ilitie s not opening is attached.



Attachment

FY98 Proposed P a rk  Closures

The 18 state park units listed below will be closed, passively managed or proposed for transfer to 
other management as a result of the general fund budget reductions in FY’98. To close a unit 
means to cancel refuse removal service, board up the restrooms, eliminate park staff patrols of 
the facilities, and to close and lock gates where they exist. Passive mam gement means park 
access will be allowed but there will be no refuse service, restrooms will be closed and park staff 
will not patrol the area. Some units will be proposed for transfer to local jurisdictions or 
managed on a limited basis by non-profit organizations.

Northern Area
Lower Chatanika SRS 
Upper Cha tan ika SRS 
Chena River SRS

Management Status
Close campground, passively manage day use 
Close campground
Close campground, possible contract option

Mat-Su Area
Big Lake North SRS 
Big Lake South SRS 
Hatcher Pass/Independence Mine

Kepler-Bradley SRA 
King Mountain SRS 
Long Lake SRS 
Matanuska Glacier SRS 
Rocky Lake SRS 
Wolf Lake SRS

Close campground and boat launch 
Close campground and boat launch 
Passive and transfer of Visitor Center 
to operation by Friends organization 
Close day use area 
Close campground 
Passive 
Passive
Close campground 
Close campground

K tn iiA rsa
Anchor River SRA Close campgrounds, passively manage day

use
Stariski SRS Close campground

Southeast
Sitka State Park Units (4) Transfer to City of Sitka

New park units that will not open:

The Pillars (Kenai River)
Cooper Landing Boat Launch (Sterling Highway)
Alaska Chilkat Bald Eagle Preserve viewing platform/nature trail/parking lot 
Lake Aleknagik Boat Launch (Wood-Tikchik State Park)
Denali View North (Parks Highway)



Attachment 

FY98 Proposed Park Outhouse Closures

These are new or relatively new outhouses along the highway system that will be closed under 
the proposed House Finance Committee budget Funding is needed for janitorial and pumping. 
Parks simply does not have the money to maintain these additional facilities on top of those it 
already manages.

Kenai River - Pillars boat launch
Kenai River - Cooper Landing boat launch and scenic overlook 
Haines Highway - Alaska Chilkat Bald Eagle Preserve 
Seward Highway - Indian Creek, Potter Creek 
Alaska Highway - Harding Lake, Salcha boat launch ramp 
Chena Hot Springs Road - Chena Rec Area 
Aleknagik Road - Aleknagik boat launch
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8255 Aspen Avenue 
Juneau, AK. 99801-8904 
(907)789-3686

Subcommittee on Community and Regional Affairs 
Alaska State Legislature

My name is Michelle Zeiger. I have been a licensed Family Child Care Provider here 
in Juneau for over two years. I am a member o f  the Nationial Association for the 
Education o f Young Children and the Southeast chapter o f the Alaska Family Child 
Care Association. I have a Bachelors Degree in Psychology and Sociology and I am 
currently working on my Child Development Associate Credential.

Four, years ago when I was expecting my daughter I knew little about professional 
child care. My husband and I got referrals from friends and visited some o f the local 
child care centers. We placed our six week old infant in a  family child care home run 
by a very loving and nurturing woman. After less than a year I knew my heart was not 
in my job  at a brokerage firm, but at home with my daughter, so I took the steps to 
begin a licensed family child care. This was a chance to run my own business, be my 
own boss, and to be with my child as she grows and develops.

I soon realized I needed to learn more about how children learn and develop in order to 
do I good job  caring for them. I had been to trainings given by Child Care and Family 
Resource and learned about the possibility o f  earning a Child Development Credential.
I enrolled in the CDA courses through UAS and got the foundation o f  knowledge that 

every quality child care provider needs. Education and Training funds administered 
through Child Care and Family Resources paid my tuition.

If it weren't for this training I probably would not be doing child care today. I wouldn't 
und ^rstand how to listen to children's needs or how to provide a nutritionally balanced 
meal. I would not be aware o f the methods o f  maintaining a safe, healthy learning 
environment or how to advance physical and intellectual competence in children. 1 
would not know what supporting social and emotional development and providing 
positive guidance means. I would not have positive and productive relationships with 
families or have a well-run, purposeful program responsive to participant needs. I 
would not have a commitment to professionalism.

Child care professionals care for the children o f  those who must work and those who 
want to work during the most dynamic years o f  the child's development. If you vote to



eliminate funding for child care resource and referral and education and training o f  
providers, new providers will not have the opportunities to develop themselves and the 
support network that is essential to this type o f  business.
Child care providers, like school teachers, need continual training to keep up with the 
vast amount o f information on child development. More individual development 
occurs between birth and age 6, than in the rest o f one's life. During this time a person 
develops one's view o f the world, and how one fits into it. Adults caring for children 
during these years need to know what they are doing or we will end up with a state full 
o f  people who have no social skills and who are not adequately prepared to be 
produ ;tive citizens.

The upcoming Welfare Reform will create a very large need for additional child care 
homes and centers. Continuing this funding will help to ensure that they are quality, 
developmentally appropriate programs.

As 1 understand it, your job  is to channel funds to programs that develop our state. The 
money will best be spent on the programs that develop our youngest citizens into 
decent, law-abiding workers and tax payers. This will cost the state less now than 
paying later for problems associated with child neglect: truancy, vandalism, and 
substance abuse in the teen years. I often tell children not to be foolish, m eaning don't 
do something wrong when you know how to do it right. Please don't be foolish with 
our money.
Yours,

Small Wonders Childcare



8255 Aspen Avenue 
Juneau, AK 99801-8904

Subcommittee on Community and Regional Affairs 
Alaska State Legislature

Honorable Legislators:

You are considering proposed cuts to Alaska childcare and education. I am writing to oppose 
these cuts. I am not doing so because my wife operates a childcare. She. is perfectly capable of 
finding work at higher pay and better security with much less personal sacrifice. I am more 
concerned with the quality of care provided to my daughter, and to the sons and daughters of my 
fellow Alaskans. 1 am also appalled by your complete disregard—contempt even— for Alaskans, 
implied by these proposed cuts.

Cuts to Alaskan childcare and education doubly betray the children of this great state. If these 
cuts are approved, today's children face detriment to their development which will seriously 
impact their ability to become productive members of our society. Those who escape the 
condemnation you are proposing today will be left to pay much higher costs to correct your 
short-sightedness. These costs will come from increased need for physical and mental health 
services, welfare, and other social programs necessary to correct character flaws developed in 
early stages of development—the very stages currently shaped and guided by trained, informed, 
and funded childcare providers.

These providers are not baby-sitters. Aside from holding our society's highest trust—the care and 
nurturing of our children— they are business owners, playing an important, even vital role in our 
state's economy. You cannot claim to be pro-business oi pro-development while ignoring the 
very industry that enables citizens who are parents to work in an other industries in Alaska.

Everyone talks about family values. These are the real family value's: caring for our children; 
helping and guiding them when they need it most, in their formative years; providing education 
necessary to reach their full potential. Endangering this to reduce state costs is morally 
reprehensible. If you approve these funding cuts, you will not be able to recall this with pride.
No one will remember you for saving money in the short-term. Instead, you will be remembered 
for negatively altering the future of Alaska.

You are entrusted with the power to make this choice: will you betray the citizens you serve, or 
will you choose wisely for the future of Alaska? The people whom you represent are watching 
and waiting.

Sincerely,
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FPOM : DON L UETZEL PHONE NO. : 907 488 3746 MflR. 23 1997 09:04«i PI

P.O. BOX 10224
Fairbanks, (Two Rivers) Alaska 99710 
phone/fax 438-3746 
18 March 1997

Mr.Mark Hanley,
Alaska State House, Finance Budget Comm ittee 
re: current budget considerations

Dear Mr. Hanley:

In 1968, the year after I came to Alaska, the state budget was about 150 m illion dollars. 270.000 Alaska residents 
derived enough benefits from those monies to let them keep the roads plowed all w inter and teachers in the 
classroom. Though I lived north of Betties then, everyone I knew in town made the ir monthly mortgage payments, 
sent the ir kids onto college and once in a while took a vacation. Life was quiet, content and enough.

Today, with little more than tw ice the population, the cost of state government - almost 2.5 billion dollars, yields 
almost e ig h t tim es pe r re s id e n t in sta te spend ing more than what kept everyone happy 30 years ago. Life isn’t 
as simple as it used to be, but I shake my head when too many greedy Alaskans cry they now can't do with less.

Most of those 30 years. I’ve worn onfy a few hats. I haven! had a wage-paying job in 15 years, as I make my 
living from Alaska's wild life and wilderness. I’ve always been a hunting guide. But I've changed with the times 
and today make more money from birdwatchers than bear hunters. I’ve filled in as a consulting w ild life biologist 
during the early days o f the oil industry, and later as an ecotour consultant fo r mainstream tourism.

W ith this diverse, independent background, two governors, Including the incumbent, asked me to sit on tha game 
board. I declined both. It’s a winless job and there are other ways to give something back to Alaska's wildlife and 
wilderness that have been so good to me. As an Alaskan, I feel obligated to make some contribution. As a 
businessman, I must also meet my obligations, and have learned to survive and even thrive in lean times.

The State o f Alaska can do as weH. But perhaps achieving that simple goal is more difficu lt than I realize.

What we can live w ithout

If it was my budget, I would cut those things we got along fine without in 1987. Breaking the budget into blocks, 
Heaith and Social Services eg, has grown like a vims. We haven’t instilled a sense of self-reliance and pride in 
Alaskans: we have taught them instead to expect something fo r nothing.

One-third o f the budget is fo r education - our sacred cow. But sacred cow’s leave p mess. We have teachers of 
11 years(one-third o f a working career) working Sertember-June making $49,000. A friend's daughter took a 
home ec class at North Pole High. There were five fully-equiped kitchens, but only one in use at any one time.

If you reading the help-wanted ads, you'll fino the damndest list of State jobs imaginable, and ail paying not only 
whopping wages, but benefits that w ill pull your teeth as well. Who knows why we need a $50,000 counselor for 
people who are victim s o f v io len t crimes. The medical community should be providing this, not the State.

Government does not need to be the benefactor of every social need. When people give government that 
mandate, they lose the ir sense of personal responsibility and expect someone else to pay fo r it.
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Last summer t saw two DCTPF workers filling a pot-hole, while five others stood around doing nothing. Walking 
through the ir offices is the same scene. Dick Randolph had it figured right. Take every state job, chop 25% off 
the salary, put these jobs out on the street and you’ll still h iv e  qualified people lined up three-deep fo r them.

Real cuts in the budget? Go after jobs and entitlements. How many are filled by people who came here afte r the 
Prudhoe Bay sugar cube? If elim inated, how many state jobs and programs would Keep the sun from coming up 
tomorrow? The State has a billion-do llar backlog of deferred maintenance in state buildings, but proposed to 
spend 35-m illion dollars fo r a un-needed imertie to Glenalien. Are there no priorities? As a businessman. I face 
them daily. We can alt live w ith less. However large the vacuum , it rises to the top.

W hat to  s u p p o rt

I support government where it achieves what individual citizens cannot. Where if. engenders programs that 
generate new monies. The D ivision o f Tourism eg. Most o f our economy is service-oriented. W e have no trade 
to speak of. Except fo r oil and fisheries, we produce little. Timber is subsidized to the crown. Oil, our #1 revenue 
producer, is declin ing every year. Yet, we subsidize it at all cost. Look at the Northstar lawsuit.

Tourism is A laska ’s #2 revenue producer. It is sustainable. Unlike oil, grow ing 7% annually.

As a businessman, I’m a poor advocate fo r state subsidies, or the state being in business. Except where state 
government does what I cannot. DOT ha:> proven to me that some programs are making all o f us new monies. 
These programs are an asset. I have ditr/ct and personal knowledge they work fo r me, and others like me. The 
heart and soul of Alaska's tourism industry are small operators little myself. Why? Our money stays at home!!!

DOT'S marketing programs and trave l workshops to international markets have opened new doors I could not. 
Their contribution at ITB, NTA and Pow Wow eg. realize a return that make any businessman take note. And for 
the poor trave le r we are all squeezing, at least the APLIC offices give them something useful for the ir money.

As a consultant to Princess Tours and Holland America. I would have to say the ir 30*n iiiio r. do lla r budgets function 
great w ithout any state programs. None o f this makes much real difference to them. Just like the wasted monies I 
have spent w ith ATMC and the vacation planner doesn't make any difference to nrte. Yet, you propose to transfer 
the few remaining DOT functions to ATMC and Trade/Development.

The state subsidizes a declin ing oil industry, yet proposes to elim inate the fastest grow ing segment o f our 
economy - tourism . It doesn't make sense to me. For 30 years I have signed my own paychecks, paid my own 
dental bills and alone contributed to my retirement, all based on my own wise choices and sound business 
decisions rendered useful from the hard school o f life. I know what works when I have to balance my budget.

Governor Knowbs proposes huge corporate tax credits to subsidize a profligate educational system, but Gail 
Phillips doesn't th ink we as a society with two billion bucks a year can find a few fo r public broadcasting, the only 
decent channel on TV. I’ll be darned if I can figure it out. We have too much money, and too little good sense.

Like too many other choices and decisions in Alaska today, not much o f all th is makes sense. Least o f all killing a 
goose that lays a few golden eggs, while a lot of fat foxes "stand around doing nothing.” Thanks for your time.

Sincerely,



c0 -d nwioi

March 22, 1997

M u b a ra  o f th e  House F in a n c e  Comm ittee J
T h is  l e t t e r  i s  w r it t e n  to  p ro v id e  s tro n g , c o n t in u in g  suppo rt f o r  
th e  A la ska  S c ie n c e  and T echno logy  F o u nd a t io n  (ASTF). O ver th s  
p a s t y e a r s , ASTF has bssn an in t e g r a l  p a r t  i n  a s s is t in g  A laskan 
in d u s t r ie s  d e v e lo p  and im p lem en t new t e c h n o lo g ie s  t h a t  b e n e f it t e d  
th e  A laskan  economy. A p r im e exam ple w ou ld  be th e  "Pouched F in k  
Salmon" p r o je c t .
The "Pouched P in k  Salmon" p r o je c t  wae c o n c e iv e d  by A r c t ic  A laska  
S ea fo od s , I n c .  (AASI) and Notcn P a c if i c  P ro cesso rs , I n c .  (NPPI) 
and based on th e  canned salmon market assessm ent. The ad ven t and 
c o n t in u a l deve lopm ent o f farmed f i s h  has n e a r ly  d o ub led  th e  
w o r ld ' s  sa lm on p ro d u c t io n ;  in c r e a s in g  in v e n to r y  w h i le  d e c re a s in g  
r e t a i l  p r ic e s .  More im p o r ta n t ly , th e  te c h n o lo g y  i n  canned sa lmon 
has n o t changed s in c e  th e  tu r n  o f th e  c e n tu r y . Consumers were 
l e f t  w it h  a l im i t i n g ,  a n t iq u a te d  p ro d u c t .
W ith  t h e  fu n d in g  th rough  ASTF, A r c t ic  A laska  and N orth  P a c if i c  
p ro ce s s o rs  d e ve lo p ed  a v ia b le ,  h ig h  q u a l i t y  a l t e r n a t iv e  to  th e  
c a n . The "Pouched P ink  Salmon" o r  PFS became and c o n t in u e s  to  be 
a s u c c e s s . I n  1996, A lasXa P a c if i c  Seafoods (APS), a d iv is io n  o f 
NPP I, became th e  la rg es t; buyer o f  p in k  salmon in  K od ia k . The 
food  s e r v ic e  in d u s t r y  has bestowed p r a is e ,  a c c o la d e s , and 
pu rch a ses  o f  th e  pouch p ro d u c t . The p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  a d d it io n a l 
pouch p ro d u c t io n  l in e s  w it h  o th e r  com pan ies i s  r e a l .  Most 
im p o r t a n t ly ,  y e a r round employment was c r e a te d  f o r  K od iak  w it h  
th e  p o s s ib i l i t i e s  f o r  o th e r  c o a s ta l c om m un it ie s .
The "Pouched P in k  Salmon" p r o je c t  c o n t in u e s  to  be w e l l  w orth  th e  
i n i t i a l  $500,000 in v e s tm e n t . The r e tu rn s  have been m u lt i f o ld :  
r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  o f a d im in is h in g  salmon c a n n in g  in d u s t r y ,  c r e a t io n  
o f perm anent employment, and econom ic b e n e f it s  f o r  a number o f 
b u s in e s s e s . The la c k  o f ASTF fu n d in g  w i l l  impede new te c h n o lo g y  
and deve lopm en ts  i n  A la ska 's  in d u s t r ie s ,  g r e a t ly  le s s e n in g  th e  
chan ces  o f  in n o v a t iv e  p r o je c t s  l i k e  the "Pouched P in k  Salmon" to  
g e rm in a te  from id e a  to  r e a l i t y .

S in c e r e ly ,

John S e v ie r
G en e ra l M anager, South East R eg ion

(907) 747-6662 
FAX (907) 747-6268

FRESH AND FROZEN SALMON. COD, SABLEFEH. HALIBUT. ROCK FISH. CRAB. HERRING 
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FAX TO HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE. 465-MBl8 'X  H \ g ~

FROM Karen Parr 479-6779 
Finance Chairman
Fairbanks North Star Borough Assembly

I was signed up to testify at the teleconference today, but was advised my turn 
would not come up before the 3:00 p.m. deadline, so I left. Did not realize the time 
would be extended. So I will write what I was going to tell you.

First, I’d like to comment on the continued decline in education funding of the past 
several years. While the nominal amount per instructional unit has remained 
unchanged, the purchasing power of that amour:-? has declined, and the net result is 
that local taxpayers have had to fund a larger chunk of the education bill each year. 
We are told we must trim our education costs. The school board has cut out much of 
the administration and nearly all special programs requiring staff, such as special 
reading teachers, in order to maintain a reasonable pupil/teacher ratio. We have one 
of the lowest administrator/pupil ratios in the country The only way to cut now is 
to increase the number of students per class.

The “basic education* required by the Alaska Constitution as a responsibility of the 
state, has been defined by the Legislature as “the amount we are willing to spend for 
basic education", if we tried to operate our schools on the amount given us by the 
slate, we'd have classes of 50 students or so -- a slap to our children we could not 
tolerate.

The result of short-funding education every year, plus annual decreases in revenue 
sharing and aid to municipalities, plus non-funded mandates like property tax 
exemptions, has been an 18.6% increase in local property taxes over the last five 
years.

Some of the proposed departmental caps will make this far worse. As an example, 
zeroing out the solid waste program from DEC will force us to deal directly with 
EPA, whose rules are more stringent and more unreasonable. St will cost us $1 
million more, for example, just to cover the landfill we are now closing, because the 
EPA requires one grade less permeability on the material, which would then have to 
be hauled from far away, instead of next door. Other EPA requirements will cost us 
$14 million more. This is only one community; think of the costs to cities and 
boroughs state wide, all just to save $1 million at the state level. Local taxpayers 
are willing to pay for local services, but why force up the price like that?

We have not heard what you plan to cut from education arid funding to municipalities, 
but we are apprehensive. Please consider the costs to local taxpayers, when you cut 
state programs, and consider who is actually paying those taxes.
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A l y e s k a  r e s o r t

To:

C o m p a n y :

P h o n e :

F a x :

F a c s i m i l e  C o v e r  S h e e t

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  H O U S E  

F IN A N C E  C O M M IT T E E  C O ­
C H A IR , M A R K  H A N L E Y  

S E N A T E  F IN A N C E  C O M M IT T E E  

C O -C H A IR  D R E W  P E A R C E  

R E P . C O N  B U N D E

(9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 - 2 4 1 8 ,  3 8 7 2 , 3 8 7 1

From: LARRY DANIELS, 
GENERAL MANAGE

C o m p a n y : A L Y E S K A  S K I R E S O R T  

P h o n e : (9 0 7 ) 7 5 4 - 2 2 6 2  

F a x : (9 0 7 ) 7 5 4 - 2 2 9 6

D a te : 0 3 /2 3 /9 7  

P a g e s  in c l u d i n g  t h i s

c o v e r  p a g e : 1 

C o m m e n t s :

1 would urge you to reconsider the proposed budget cut which would 
eliminate the State Department of Tourism.

I would liken such a move to elimination of the Department of Natural 
Resources, Qaa & Oil Leasing Department or the Alaska Department of Fish & 
Game. These are all departments which help the State exploit if 3 natural 
resources.

The Department of Tourism is able to undertake pilot projects to promote 
the “Alaska” private industry cannot explore. The Department also provides 
organization and direction forth# many and varied opportunities available to both 
prospective visitors as well as to the private sector.

On the other hand, if we would rather see the tourism industry’s historic 
growth slow down or even start to shrink with our would-be visitors siphoned off 
to other destinations such as Hawaii or Canada, then elimination of Department of 
Tourism would be right on target.

8)001
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Members o f  th e  House F in a n c e  Com m ittee:
I  am w r i t in g  i n  response to  th e  proposed house budget c u ts  to  th e  
D iv i s io n  o f T rade and D eve lopm ent w it h in  th e  Departm ent o f 
Commerce and Econom ic D eve lo pm en t. I  am not i n  suppo rt o f th e s e  
c u t s .
The A la ska  Seafood in d u s t r y  i s  i n  th e  m id s t o f a sa lm on c r i s i s .  
We have lo s t  ou r w o r ld  m arket sha re  th ro ug h  in c re a s e d  w i ld  sa lmon 
s to ck s  and th e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  farmed salmon w h ic h  has 
s ig n i f i c a n t l y  reduced  th e  p r ic e  o f sa lm on . The D iv is io n  o f  T rade 
and D eve lopm ent s ta f f-  th ro u g h  G overnor Know les' Salman In d u s t r y  
Response C a b in e t  (SIRC) - has been in s t r u m e n ta l i n  th e  
de ve lo pm en t o f v a r io u s  s t r a t e g ie s  f o r  th e  im p lem e n ta t io n  o f many 
new and in n o v a t iv e  p r o je c t s  f o r  in c r e a s in g  A la s k a 's  sa lmon 
m a r k e t a b i l i t y .
I f  t h e  le g is la t u r e  p e r s is t s  i n  i t ' s  c u r r e n t  im pe tus  t o  d s le t e  
n e ce s s a ry  p o s it io n s  i n  th e  D iv is io n  o f  Trade and D eve lopm en t, my 
company w i l l  be s e r io u s ly  a f f e c t e d . S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  I  am concerned  
w it h  my company's a b i l i t y  t o  m arket my sea food p ro d u c t i n  th e
D eve lopm en t to  p ro v id e  f o r e ig n  market in f o rm a t io n , tra d e  
c o n t a c t s ,  th e  a b i l i t y  to  meet buyers  fa ce  to  fa c e , i . e . ,  th e  
T a iw anese  t r a d e  m is s io n , C h in e s e  market c o n ta c ts , made th ro ug h  
t h e  HC h in e s e  M arkets f o r  A la ska  Seafood" m anua l, and th e  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  f o r e ig n  m arket r e p o r ts  from  T a iw an , K o rea , C h in a  
and Japan .
Loss o f  in t e r n a t io n a l  t r a d e  s t a f f  w i l l  be reduced  by 50%. T h is
c r ip p le s  th e  s t a t e ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  m a in ta in  e f f e c t iv e  tr& d^ and
go ve rnm en ta l r e la t io n s  w it h  key p a r tn e r s  i n  A s ia . These p e o p le  
h a n d le  p r o t o c o l ,  government- to-govarnm ent r e la t io n s ,  advocacy and 
p o l i c y  is s u e s . A la s k a 's  e f f o r t s  t o  s tre n g th e n  sea food  expo rts-  
b o th  i n  a c r u c ia l  e x is t in g  m arkst such as Japan and i n  a
p r e v io u s ly  un tapped  m arket such as Taiwan- w i l l  be u n d e r c u t .
( In  1996, Japan im po rted  n e a r ly  80% o f a l l  th e  s t a t e ' s  sea food  
e x p o r te . T a iw an , as a new m a rk e t, saw i t s  seafood im p o rts  le a p  
n s a r ly  38% to  a lm o s t $20 m i l l i o n . )  My company, as w e l l  as th e  
r e s t  o f  th e  sea food  in d u s t r y ,  w i l l  lo s e  in - s ta te  c o n ta c ts  f o r  
Japan and T a iw an , as w e l l  as tr a d e  show and tra d e  m is s io n  
a s s is t a n c e  r e c e iv in g  c u t  b a ck s .

f o r e ig n  m arket. I  depend on th e  D iv is io n  o f T rade and

(907) 747-6062 FAX (907) 747-6268
FRESH AND FROZEN SALMON, COD. SABLEFISH. HALIBUT. ROCK FISH. CRAB, HERRING
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The e l im in a t io n  o f th e  F is h e r ie s  A s s is ta n t  p o s i t io n  
( A d m in is t r a t iv e  C le r k  1) causes  th e  lo s s  o f  th e  a b i l i t y  to  
e f f e c t i v e ly  o rg a n iz e  in d u s t r y  m e e t in g s , f is h e r ie s  c o n fe r e n c e s , 
b u s in e s s  t r a v e l ,  in f o rm a t io n a l m a il- o u ts , th e  p r e p a r a t io n  o f 
f i s h e r ie s  r e la t e d  m anua ls and a l l  e f f o r t s  to  a s s is t  t h e  sea food  
in d u s t r y .  There w i l l  be g r e a t e r  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  th e  im p lem e n ta t io n  
o f  th e  work p la n  by th e  S IR C , th a  ex p a n s io n  o f th e  CDQ program , 
and A la s k a 's  p a r t i c ip a t io n  i n  th e  a n n u a l I n t e r n a t io n a l Boston 
S ea food  Show. A c l e r i c a l  p o s i t io n  i s  a n e cessa ry  p a r t  o f  any 
team , as w it h o u t  t h is  s t a f f  p e rson  th e  F is h e r ie s  Deve lopm ent 
S p e c ia l i s t  w i l l  be s e v e r e ly  l im i t e d  i n  he r a b i l i t y  t o  p r o v id e  th e  
s e r v ic e s  ne cessa ry  f o r  th e  advancem ent o f th e  A la ska  Seafood 
In d u s t r y .
A d d it io n a l ly ,  th e  lo s e  o f  t h i s  p o s i t io n  w i l l  th row  e s ig n i f i c a n t  
c l e r i c a l  bu rden to  a d e c im a te d  a d m in is t r a t iv e  u n i t ,  as w e l l  as to  
th e  p r o f e s s io n a l l e v e l  s t a f f ,  r e d u c in g  p r o d u c t iv i t y ,  and p r o v id e  
no s a v in g s  to  th e  G en e ra l Fund as i t  i s  funded  th ro ug h  th o  
Com m erc ia l F is h e r ie s  Loan Program .

S in c e r e ly ,

John S e v ie r
G e n e ra l Manager, S ou th ea s t R eg io n

(907) 747-6662 
FAX (907) 747-6263

FRJESH AND FROZEN SALMON. COD. SABLEF1SH, HALIBUT, ROCK FISH. CRAB. HERRING
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7 W  idArs! U j /
A/C 

<29-74 ?

To: House Finance Committee
Senate Finance Committee 

Date: March 22, 1997
From: Charles (Chick) Hartman
Subject: Written Testimony on Proposed Budget Cuts, 

Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation

I am writing you this letter as a proponent o f the Divirion of Parks and Outdoor 
Recreation. I am a proponent because Kke most Alaskans I use the state parks many times 
during the year, both in summer and winter. I also should tell you that I am an advisory 
board member o f the northern area state parks, but my testimony is as a private citizen.

In FY 87 the general fund budget for state parks was approximately S5.25 rraTKon. 
In FY 97 it is approximately S3.4 million, a 35% cut in ten years. This cut has partiaDy 
been made up by gradually increasing state paries ability to budget for and collect user fees 
(program receipts). Today the total parks budget is approximately S5.3 million, including 
program receipts.

The house finance committee’s recommendation to cut 5183,900 from the 
program receipts budget makes absolutely no sense at alL These art; funds that would be 
collected from users o f the parks system, and do not cost the state any revenues. The only 
reason I can sec to cut them would be so that certain politicians could posture that they cut 
the budget, even though no real money was saved; I hope no members o f these committees 
would sloop to this type of “smoke and mirrors."

As a boardmember, I am familiar with the staffing levels and funding for the state 
parks in the northern area. You might noi know that presently there is only one seasonally 
funded ranger m the whole Chena Hotsprings Recreational Area. I believe that there is 
only one seasonal ranger in the Harding Lake to Delta area. The division o f parks docs a 
great job of extending these employees’ usefulness by hiring seasonal help consisting of the 
Alaska Conservation Corps (ACC), and by utilizing a very large volunteer force. Cutting 
their budget will reduce their ability to make use of these efficient ways to ran the state 
parka system.

Alaska’s state parks are the largest in acreage of all the states. In visitation 
numbers, they are approximately 35 th. In staffing levels, they are 49th, and they would be 
by far the lowest, i f  Hawaii had not almost completely privatized their state park system. 
This is the situation thai you as legislators are promulgating when you consider more 
budget cuts to the Division o f Parks. Instead o f proposing mindless cuts, please support a 
modest increase in the Program Receipts portion of the parks budget, as is requested in the 
governor’s budget. This small increase is to fund maintenance items such as sewage 
pumping for additional roadside outhouses thri the legislature funded last year. Hardly 
glamoro'tt items, but also o f vital importance to anyone who does much traveling on 
Alaska’s road system.

As a citizen o f Alaska, I behove that there are cuts needed in our state budget 
What I don’t believe is that Alaska’s citizens want wholesale budget cutting o f every state 
program. There are agencies that have already been cut to the bone; the Division of Parks 
is one of them. I strongly believe that most people in Alaska would support a moderate 
increase in the budget for state parks. Please listen to these people. Please do not continue 
with these wholesale cuts without thinking o f the results.
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A ttn : House F in a n c e  Comm ittee
Rep . Gene T h e r r ia u l t  
Rep . P ete  K e l ly  
Rep. John D a v ie s

Dear R e p re s e n ta t iv e s :
I  am w r i t in g  t o  v o ic e  my concern  re g a rd in g  th e  House F in a n ce  
S ubcom m ittee 's  proposed c u ts  to  th e  FY 98 O p e ra t in g  Budget.
I  am a s in g le  p a re n t o f  two sm a ll c h i ld r e n ,  I  raa p roud  to  
say I  have n e v e r  e x p e r ie n c e d  such a h a rd s h ip  i i i v h ic h  I  had 
to  r e ly  on w e lf a r e , and I  w ou ld  l i k e  to  be a b le  t o  c o n t in u e  
to  p r o v id e  f o r  my c h i ld r e n  i n  such a manner.
I  w ou ld  l i k e  t o  aay I  suppo rt w e lfa r e  re fo rm , and t h in k  i t  
i s  a p o s i t iv e  s te p  fo r  o u r c o u n try . But i n  o rd e r  t o  
s u c c e s s f u l ly  move p e o p le  o f f  w e lf a r e , th e r e  must be 
a s s is ta n c e  a v a i la b le  to  in s u r e  q u a l i t y  c a re  f o r  t h e i r  
c h i ld r e n .  Mo3 t  r e c ip ie n t s  o f  w e lfa r e  have l im i t e d  s k i l l s ,  
w h ich  means low  p a y in g  jo b s . How can a f a m i ly  o f  a low  to  
m oderate incom e c o v e r  a l l  expenses such as fo o d , c lo t h in g ,  
s h e lt e r  and c h i ld c a r e .  I  know f i r s t  hand c h i l d  c a re  i s  
e x p e n s iv e , my dayca re  b i l l  i s  $840.00 p e r  month . I f  c h i l d  
c a re  a s s is t a n c e  was n o t a v a i la b le  to  me, I  to o  w ou ld  be a 
w e lf a r e  r e c ip ie n t !
I  am g r e a t ly  opposed to  th e  proposed c u t  t o  e l im in a t e  th e  
C h i ld  Care G ran t Program . T h is  g ra n t makes i t  p o s s ib le  fo r  
C h i ld  c a re  P ro v id e r s  t o  c o n t in u e  e d u c a t io n  i n  e a r ly  
c h i ld h o o d  d e ve lo pm en t . E nab les  them to  g a in  r e s c u r c e s  and 
m a t e r ia ls  t o  enhance a c h i ld ' s  le a r n in g  s k i l l s .  Q u a l i t y  
c a re  i s  a lr e a d y  h a rd  to  f in d ,  p le a s e  do n o t make i t  
im p o s s ib le  fo r  p r o v id e r s  who t r u e ly  ca re  f o r  c h i ld r e n ,  to  
te a c h  th em .T h is  i s  a c u t  t h a t  w i l l  e f f e c t  e v e ry  f a m i ly  t h a t  
uses Day c a re  F a c i l i t i e s .  E a r ly  c h ild h o o d  deve lopm en t is  
e x trem e ly  im p o r ta n t i n  th e  n u r tu r in g  o f our c h i ld r e n  in t o  
p r o d u c t iv e ,
s u c c e s s fu l a d u lt s .  As a Tax Payer 1 w ou ld  much r a th e r  see 
cu r ta x  money s p e n t d e v e lo p in g  a c h i ld ' s  m ind a t  an e a r ly  
age , and g u id e  them to  become r e s p o n s ib le  a d u lt s .  When 
t r y in g  to  r e h a b i l i t a t e  a ju v a n i le  when i t  may be to  la t e .
I  am t h a n k fu l I  can work, pay my b i l l s ,  fe ed  my f a m i ly  and 
s u p po r t my c h i ld r e n .  I  am th a n k fu l f o r  th e  C h i ld  Care 
A s s is ta n c e  t h a t  I  r e c e iv e .  P lea se  do n o t c u t  f u n d in g  from  
t h is  v i t a l  p rogram , w ith o u t  i t  I  t r u e ly  b e l ie v e  you w i l l  see 
More o f  t h e  w ork ing  poor on W e lfa re .
R e s p e c t f u l ly  Y ours ,

v
M i l is s a  A ck e ls  
830 5th Ave #A 
F a irb a n k , Ak 99701



MAR-22-97 SAT 17:15 FBX LIO FAX NO. 9074563346

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
PLEASE ENTER INTO THE RECORD MY TE5TIMONY TO THE

COMMITTEE NAME

co m m ittee  on C lh M o n P o  f i , x & A h o f r > j ^ v  Z

BILL'SUBJECT /  O
V l

v BILL/SUBJECT
T b  u O A to rn  <rrocu^e«Y\f,.QArr>;

vA S o s f ) -fch i '^ G D  v£M .O ^TO /m A

m ij2 4  dt& AmlQ rmGdL u o h a *  <=jT\dtb« / L a ^ .
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My name is Cheryl Keepers, and I thank you for the opportunity to speak today.

1 oppose cuts in child care programs: child care grant, education & training, resource 
and referral programs are all small but important pieces of state support for child care.

In this state we have learned the importance of quality education through our schools, 
we have learned the value of quality education through programs like Head Start, yet 
we have trouble seeing that child care is at least as important to the learning and 
growth and development of our youngest children. Cuts that decrease tne quality of 
care are very short sighted.

I oppose the cuts to the Department of Health & Social Services, especially to the
programs that might make it possible to actually achieve welfare reform:
cuts to staff levels within Public Assistance: cuts to supports for parents as they try to
achieve self-sufficiency, such as child care assistance and Medicaid; and
refusal to use available federal dollars to Improve state services through one-stop
efforts.

I also oppose cuts to child support enforcement. All children deserve the support of 
two parents. If one parent chooses to be irresponsible, the state is better served in 
calling that parent to task than having to provide assistance out of our tax dollars. 
CSED caseworkers bring in half a million dollars each per year: eliminating 7 
positions would be penny-wise and pound foolish.

There are other cuts I question, and increases that seem ill advised if we are truly in 
need of trimming the budget. Increasing legislative spending whiie cutting funds for 
wheelchairs is just plain tacky.

to
I have heard it said that families qrour state are in better shape now than 5 years ago. 
Then why is Alaska still suffering from the highest rate of domestic violence? Why did 
one out of three Fairbanks residents turn to charity, the local Food Bank, for 
supplemental food last year? Let's not fool ourselves: some of us are better off, but 
many are not.

I realize you have hard choices to make: but I urge you to not make hard-hearted 
ones.



March 21,1997

Representative Gene Therriault 
State Capita] Build ing 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Therriault,

As Executive B ‘rector fo r Fairbanks Native Association, 1 am w irin g  to express my concern 
regarding the recommended budget cuts in Medicaid. As the Department o f Health and Social 
Services portrays the Medicaid situation, a reduction o f the governor’s proposed Medicaid non­
fa c ility budget line item o f S3 m illio n would result in cuts that would significantly impact several o f 
our substance abuse treatment programs, two o f which provide essential services fo r women w ith 
children and expectant mothers. The greatest impact w ill be on our Women and Children’s 
Residential Treatment Program. A  loss o f benefits to cover substance abuse/mental health and 
targeted case management/rehabilitation services means a loss o f approximately 5180,000 annually 
in clien t pay which comes from Medicaid payments.

FN A ’s Women and Children’s Program is the only one o f its kind in the state. Its outstanding 
reputation has been instrumental in promoting the health and well-being o f women and children 
from throughout Alaska. Funding fo r this program comes prim arily from the federal government 
(annual budget o f approximately 5900,000) w ith a ll the benefit going to the state at a m inim al cost 
c f  a D p r o x im a t e ly  590,000 by way o f Medicaid b illings.

I f  the situation is other than that portrayed by the A d m r' j cration w ith the current house budget, 
please advise me. However, i f  the potential fo r the cuts (ire correct I would request that you take 
action to avoid these reductions or direct the Adm inistration not to allocate the reductions as they 
have indicated because they would negatively impact treatment programs for women and children.

I f  you or your s ta ff have any questions whatsoeve regarding this matter, please give me a call at 
452-1648 ext. 223. FNA w ill be testifying via teleconference on Saturday. March 22.

Sincerely,

John W. Regitano 
Executive D irector

cc: corr out cxcc
Representative Mark Hanley, Co-Chair 
Representative Pete Ke lly 
Representative John Davies
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C I T Y  O F  S T .  M A R Y 'S
P.O. Box 163 

St. Mary’s, AK 99658 
(907)438-2515

March 22, 1997

To: The House Finance Committee

From: Walton Smith, C ity Manager o f St. Mary's

Gentlemen, due to time constraints I was not satisfied w ith my b rie f comments to you by 
telephone a short time ago. I wanted to elaborate my concerns.

A ll o f the proposed health, social services, legal system and tourism cuts have an impact upon our 
village and the villages o f the Yukon Kuskokw im Delta. We lack the majority o f basic services 
loca lly that your cuts w ill impact. But we w ill feel die effects as local residents liave even greater 
d ifficu lty ' in receiving these scarce services.

As you cut programs that serve individuals as well as cut programs to small communities, our 
village budgets are further restricted. A t the same time, v.e have greater pleas fo r assistance from 
local residents. I cannot cut 30° o o f my manpower from a department that has only one worker.

M y major goal has been to keep our water and sewer sendees funded and functioning. This task 
becomes more d ifficu lt each year. As you make cuts to other basic services, disposable income 
drops, and local people can no longer pay the c ity for water and sewer. As you cut other 
programs to villages, we cannot continue to subsidize the operation or these services.

I have a commitment to these services not only fo r us. but fo r the other communities o f the Y-K. 
Delta. Many o f our villages do not have the benefit o f flush toilets and circulating water systems. 
This is one o f the most basic o f human services. Most o f the increase in life expectancy that has 
occurred in the world this century has been a consequence o f the provision o f good sanitation and 
the public health movement, not o f sophisticated medical procedures. Yet these basic services 
seem to be the tirs t that are cut when the budgets get tight.

You have indicated tha* you w ill cut the DCRA budget, particularly in the area o f the RUBA 
program. While I know we cannot demonstrate with this program that we have “ saved a system” ; 
the program has provided invaluable services to villagers as well as State and Federal agencies, 
'these services improve the planning, development and management o f village sanitation systems. 
Tins helps to insure that the State w ill be able to reduce assistance in the future that m ight 
otherwise be necessary to keep a system running. Your additional direct cuts to DCRA w ill 
elim inate some LGS positions that represent some o f the most productive workers w ith in DCRA—  
a further cut to our villages.

I hope the House Finance Committee can review their current decisions on budget cuts and pursue 
alternatives to the gap between spending and revea-t We are few in number in the Bush, so we 
do not represent a great deal o f power w ith our votes. We can only hope that our representatives 
collectively act from a stance o f concern for residents rather than a concern fo r the votes o f 
individual interests from 'heir respective constituencies.

Thank you for your consideration.



March 18, I997

RECEIVED

MAR 2 2 1997

To: Mark Hanley

It seems strange that our government considers our disabled citizens so unimportant!!! 
I have a granddaughter who is severely disabled and has been since she was six 
weeks old. She needs constant care and gets it at home, but if her benefits are cut, it 
will be a tremendous burden on her family. I'm not wirting jus* for her. There are a lot 
of children, teens and adults on the Kenai Peninsula who will bo very "Hard Hit" by the 
proposed cuts.

The cuts made back in I987 to the department of developmental disabilities of 19% 
was never regained. Programs have been expanded to meet more service demands 
with no additional funding made available. What do you expect??? I have been 
directly asked by legislators on where to cut in all of Alaska’s budget, and after careful 
consideration, I consider the following to be areas that could substantially be cut.

1. salary cuts of all teachers
2. the arts-- drama society, music, dancing, drawing and painting. Let people pay for 
these pleasures themselves rather than getting support from our government.
3. Sports-this should not be a part of any government grants.
4. Expensive trips and dinners of our government officials.

I also understand that there was illega' selling of land in past years by the State of 
Alaska that belonged to the Mental Health Trust. Had all the properties disposed of 
been left to the mental health trust, as was 'he original intent, the income would have 
covered all the needs of our disabled citizens.

All the disabled citizens I have met, are first class, NOT fourth class as you have 
disignated them.

Do not support the cuts to the Medicaid program.

Elizabeth J. Bartlett 
Soldotna grandmother



3700 McGinnis 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 
789-9370 
March 24, 1997

Dear Legislator:

I have just read the EMPIRE (3/21/97) article which purports to summarize the proposed 
cuts in the state budget and their "potential'’ impacts. I am agitated by the doom sayers 
who pronounce that such reduction in government services (intrusion) mav or could hurt 
individuals. The editor headlined an accompanying article, "Budget cuts would mean 
drastic change for many Alaskans" (accents mine).

The proposed reduction in level of funding for public broadcast is warranted on a values 
base as much as an economic one. The folly of extensive security measures for 
government buildings is expensive. It would have taken unusual security measures which 
would violate commonly accepted freedom of movement to prevent the Oklahoma City 
tragedy. This move seems to be more a "make work" program.

I believe tourism, fishing and other industries should fund their own promotion. The same 
is true o f using government funds to subsidize the construction and/or operation of 
housing. Why should a private property owner have to compete with such unreasonable 
competition? Why not established with state funds "The Mother of All Tourist Shops" 
enterprise?

Medicaid has outgrown its proper bounds. I know of cases in which goods and/or services 
were provided which had little if any lasting benefit to the recipient. Much press is given to 
the extravagant number of heart bypass, joint replacement, and other surgeries which 
occur. It often seems to benefit the medical establisliment more than the patient. The 
bureaucracy is implicated, also.

The Alaska Science and Technology Fund is another "boondoggle" pushed by those who 
seek to be "on the edge" of new development. Tho recent participation by ASTF in the 
governor's push to place Internet access into all our schooLs smacks of "political paybacks".

I personally believe Senior Services could be reduced. I recently became a senior, though 
still employed. I have Ion'7; argued that the Longevity Bonus is based on an invalid 
argument. I can receive only $100 per month because of my birth year, though some 
whose children brought them here in old age get $250; perhaps having spent only one year 
in Alask? If an Alaskan senior needs help to stay in their home or community, let’s seek to 
help them. BUT to aid in building an estate is not worthy.



I propose education funding be rethought. I beiieve the state has an obligation to seek 
some equity in opportunity. This does NOT infer everyone will graduate from high school 
having met specific test objectives, regardless of how long if takes. I know that some have 
been funded for over SIX YEARS in their high school career alone. I say, "That's too 
much".

I suggest the state legislature consider funding a maximum 14 years education, adjusted for 
out of state time. Our youth and their families and probably our society may gain even 
more if we can open our thinking to allow more parental choice. Charter schools may be a 
start.

Sincerely,



FAX: M arch 22,1997
465-2418
Public Testimony re: House Majority Budget Plan

From: Taber Rehbaum, President, Arctic Alliance for People, Fairbanks
P.O. Box 438, Ester AK 99725 458-0423

Arctic Alliance for People strenuously opposes the proposed cuts in the Health and 
Social Services budget As the Department endeavors to implement last year's agreed 
upon Welfare Reform plan, it is critical that the resources with which to enact 
meaningful reform be available. Budget reductions in Health and Social Services would 
be shortsighted and illogical, a recipe for failure for the painstakingly crafted Welfare 
Reform plan. In order to reduce future Welfare costs to the State, people musi be 
properly prepared for work. This means funding Jobs Training and Child Care, both of 
which are targeted for drastic reduction in the House Majority recommendations. 
Proposed cuts would also cost the State of Alaska an additional $4 million in Federal 
dollars. Medical assistance, including prosthetic devices and rehabilitative services, is 
also targeted for massive cuts, as well as prevention programs (Healthy Families),
Youth Probation Services, and General Relief Assistance '[which has been in place since 
territorial days). The proposed reductions in the HSS budget would be devastating for 
all Alaskans.

We hope that our legislators will carefully review the impact of these proposed cuts, 
maintain current levels of funding for the Department of Health and Social Services, 
and make sure that the essential components of Welfare Reform (Jobs Training, Child 
Care, Public Assistance Field Services, ATAP, General Relief, Medical Assistance) are 
funded to the levels projected to be necessary by the Department.

Let this be a legislature remembered for allowing more Alaskans to become 
independent and productive citizens rather than one whose actions create new legions 
of the hungry and homeless In our fir* state.
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ALASKA CHAPTER

n a t i o n a l  e l e c t r i c a l

c o n t r a c t o r s  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  i n c .  •
712 W n t 3Sth Avwmm • Anchof«g«, Alaska SOSOS 
(907) 501-1960 • FAS (907) S41-M33

March 22, 1997

Representative Mark Hanlr y f
Co-Chair, House Fmar.ce Committee -N
Alaska House of Representatives 
Stare Capitol, Room 507 
Juneau, Alaska 9980L4482’- "*•

VIA FAX TO (907)465.2418
•- * »** —* .

Dear Representative Hanley;

I just left the" Legislative Information Office is. Anchorage so 1 could fax some 
testimony to your.comnuttee for consideration in your budget deliberations. Our 
organization represents electrical contractors throughout the State of Alaska. We are 
concerned with'thc^proposcd cuts in the Department of Labors budget for FY 98, 
especially following toe cuts made last year. ]

' - :i J " < ' * 5 ^  ■!
The Department o f feaDor is-charged; with several respopsihihijesr inehsding 

enforcement of Wage and Hour requirements, Mechanical Inspection (inffudq&'elcctrical 
inspections) and Occupational^rSafetjr'^nd Health. As an cmpksyecT^assbaMion 
representing empkryer^ln^h^ constnicrion industry, we are concerned wiih'mriniaining 
responsible ̂ e l&  ofwagKL benefits and working conditions for the employees oKqfqril*^_ 
the-rinhs Wc represent, bur all employees in the industry. Maintaining a level playing field? '• 
for all who compete is our industry is important to our employers and their employees.'1'*-̂ ; 
Adequate and consistent enforcement of existing wage and hour requirements, safety 
regulations and installation standards is vital to that level playing field. Ai current levels of 
funding, enforcement activity is at a minimum. In (act, two inspector positions were 
eliminated last year due to budget cuts (one electrical inspector and one boiler inspector), 
leaving the northern portion of the State without an electrical inspector.

THE TOP OF THE WORLD CHAPTER
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Representative Hanley 
M arch 22,1997!
Page 2 '

A c tive inspection o f electrical, plumbing and boiler and pressure vessel installations 
is an important public 'safety function. Rura l areas that cannot suppo ii build ing safety 
departments depend on; State inspectors to provide at least a minimal amount o f inspection 
activ ity wh ich combined w ith the licensing requirements that Labor also enforces gives 
some assurance that installations meet the m inimum code requirements adopted by the 
Stcte. We urge you and you r committee to no t reduce the level o f these activities any 
further.

I  wou ld Hke to po in t ou t that employees work ing fo r ou r contracto r members pay 
the Departt *n i o f Labor fees fo r certificates o f fitness fo r the ir classifications. These fees 
were increased substantia lly in the recent past to S80 per year which is more than double 
the fees paid in other northwest states. I t on ly seems fa ir that a m inimum level o f service 
cou ld be provided in  lig h t o f the ir w illingness to help support the program.

Recent -oroparisons o f bad estimates pu t together by ou r contractors made against 
the reported hours o f competitors ’ wage and hour reports have revealed significant and 
consistent differences in  the amount o f hours estimated by our contractors versus those 
actually reported by the successful bidders. Certa in ly no t all contractors w ill have the 
same amount o f hours! estimated to perform a pro ject, but the differences are significant 
enough to cause concern- W ithou t adequate enforcement o f the wage and hour 
requirements and even | education o f the employers and employees as to the requirements, 
the playing fie ld tilts in favor o f those employers no t meeting the requirements.

it
We realize that you r committee has a d iff ic u lt jo b and judg ing by the testimony I 

heard and the large number o f people present to testify , I  can see what you ’ re up against 
We are asking fo r you r consideration on behalf o f responsible and active employers and 
the people they em ploy to fund an adequate Department o f Labo r budge t

Sincerely,
Alaska Chapter, NECA

Steven F. B oyd ^  
Chapter Manager

9002/002
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To: House Finance Subcorr miitee for Health and Social Services 
From: Concerned Citizen, Margaret J .Grasse 
RE: Medicaid Cuts to Medicaid Options

Restoration of Vision, Dental, and Hearing Services.
Mammography
Prosthetic Devises
Medical Supplies & Equipment
Targeted Case Management
Rehabilitation Services _ 0 ,
A (< ( ik 4  U lf / 'l* - P rcg foyn t hTA? prd< jrc /tt , S t w * 1

C > a \ t b {i / Cw.+ s h* P u b he. /Visrs-itvvc*. £|e&tf
Mammograms:

Cost 85.00 at 3S years for baseline

recommended on annual or biannual depending on age

Preventive medicine costs are less expensive

Early detection reduces the need for invasive treatment

Medicaid* should cover the cost of a preventive treatment

Medicaid options are preventive and maintenance items 

and are more cost effective than crisis management of 

progressive disease.

D o  N o t  C u t  M e d i C c r d  O p t i o n s  

T h e y  a r e  t h e  M o s t  C o s t  E f f e c t i v e  

M e d i c a l  T r e a t m e n t
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TESTIMONY BEFORE LEGISLATIVE TELECONFERENCE / RALLY

My name is Charlie Johanson-Adams and I am here as a member to the Eagle River - 
Chugiak Community, a director of a local non-prom, (that provides Head Start and early 
childhood services) an advocate for children and families, and a member of the state 
team for revising child care through welfare reform.

The proposed budget cuts to the welfare reform act are premature. We have been 
given a rare opportunity as a starts to design and implement one of the most 
monumental movements of our time. The promotion of individuals and families to 
increase Independence and decrease dependence on the government system

There have been statewide efforts to assist In the design of our state plan for welfare 
reform. Program managers, non-profit directors, private .licensed child care owners, 
campfire (before and after school care) program leaders, children’s recreational 
program directors, state and local officials, public assistance personnel, and consumers 
(our parents) are to name just a few of the dedicated, grass-roots, community level 
people willing to make a difference.

The Child Care plan v/iH be complete mid-April. Within its contents there lies strategies 
which strengthen coUaboratio.t, encourage consolidation, increase partnerships with 
private corporations and broaden the relationship with tribal groups. The plan 
emphasizes growth, independence and an all out streamlined effort to simplify the 
system so that parents can easily access the program for their child care needs.

Without this plan, without tha budgetary support from legislature, without these options 
for families working themselves off welfare, we are endangering our children.
Their safety is at stake when their parents are forced to choose between work and 
care.

Give this plan a chance to prove it’s value. Allow the state departments and local 
authorities to proactively support community programs which provide options of child 
care while parents are at work or in training. Let's not make this yet another 
reactionary way to meet the needs of families and children.

CHILDREN DESERVE OUR HIGHEST PRIORITY. That should go without an 
explanation.

0 ^ r ~ c | \  U Z , i

I '& r l  l <l ^

o x  t n i  |

A l c a i c
^ 5 ^ * 7

p\<AlX]/\KS



B a r b a r a  D u b o v ic h  

p h o n e  2 7 9 - 3 5 5 1  

fa x  2 7 8 - 9 8 2 9  A

I a m  B a r b  D u b o v ic h  a n d  I r e p r e s e n t t h e  A l l ia n c e  o f C h i ld  C a r e  P r o fe s s io n a ls . T h is  
g r o u p  f o c u s e s  o n  is s u e s  c o n c e r n in g  c h i ld r e n , f a m i l ie s  a n d  p r o v id e r s  o f c h i ld  c a r e .

W e  a re  a la rm e d  b y  th e  p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t c u t s  t o  c h i ld  c a r e  a n d  th e  r e s o u r c e s  fo r  
th o s e  w h o  p r o v id e  c a r e  f o r  c h i ld r e n .

T h e  fo u r  s p e c i f i c  a r e a s  o f m o s t c o n c e r n  a r e  -W e l fa r e  R e fo rm , - F a m i l ie s , - T r a in in g  

fo r lo w  in c o m e  c a r e g iv e r s  a n d  th e  fa c t th a t R e s o u r c e  a n d  R e fe r r a l a g e n c ie s  w e a v e  a ll 
t h e s e  p ie c e s  t o g e t h e r .

T h e s e  c u t s  w i l l d e v a s ta te  th e  o n ly  h o p e  o u r  s ta t e  h a s  o f h a v in g  a n  in t e g r a t e d  c h i ld  

c a re  s y s te m  f o r  f a m i l ie s  n e e d in g  c a re . I h a v e  s e r v e d  o n  2  s u b c o m m i t t e e s  o f  th e  

S ta te  W e lfa r e  R e fo rm  C h i ld  C a r e  T e a m  a n d  k n o w  th a t p la L J  f o r  th e  f u t u r e  o f o u r  

s ta te  d e p e n d  h e a v i ly  o n  R e s o u r c e  a n d  R e fe r r a l A g e n c ie s  p r o v id in g  l in k a g e s  fo r  

fa m i l ie s , c o m m u n i t ie s  a n d  p r o v id e r s . T h is  p la n  w i l l g r e a t l y  e n h a n c e  a  p a r e n t ’s  a b i l i t y  

to  a c c e s s  c h i ld  c a r e  s e r v ic e s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e n a b le  p a r e n t s  t o  g o  to  w o r k l

T h e  t r a in in g  p r o g r a m  p r o v id e d  b y  R &  R 's  is  v i ta l f o r  c h i ld  c a r e  s ta f f w h o  m o s t o f t e n  
a re  p a r t o f t h e  w o r k in g  p o o r  o f th is  s ta te . I t p r o v id e s  th e m  w ith  a c c e s s ib le  a n d  

a f f o r d a b le  t r a in in g  t o  im p r o v e  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  w o r k  w i t h  c h i ld r e n  a n d  h e lp s  t o  in s u r e  
th e  s a fe t y  o f k id s .

A s k  a n y  p a r e n t i f t h e y  fe e l th a t is  s a t is f a c t o r y  f o r  t h e i r  c h i ld  t o  b e  c a r e d  fo r b y  a n 

in d iv id u a l w h o  la c k s  t r a in in g ?  A r e  p a r e n t s  w i l l in g  t o  a c c e p t c h i ld  c a r e  o p t io n s  w h e r e  

s u b s t a n d a r d  c a r e  is  b e in g  p r o v id e d  d u e  t o  la c k  o f t r a in in g  a n d  fu n d in g ?  A r e  p a r e n t s  

a b le  t o  p a y  a d d i t io n a l c o s t s  fo r  c h i ld  c a re ?

Im a g in e  a  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t h a s  a  p la t f o rm  w h ic h  h o ld s  t h o u s a n d s  o f y o u n g  c h i ld r e n  

w h o  r e c e iv e  c a r e . T h r o u g h  W e lfa r e  R e fo rm , w e  h a v e  s a id  t h a t t h o u s a n d s  o f 

a d d i t io n a l c h i ld r e n  n e e d  t o  b e  a d d e d  to  t h a t s t r u c t u r e . W e  c a n n o t d is m a n t le  th e  

fo u n d a t io n  t h a t t h is  p la t f o rm  s i t s  o n  w i t h o u t c r e a t in g  u n s a fe  a n d  u n s t a b le  c o n d i t io n s  

fo r c h i ld r e n . W e  m u s t b e  lo o k in g  fo r w a y s  t o  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t th is  f o u n d a t io n  is s a fe  

a n d  s e c u r e !

I u r g e  y o u  t o  m a in ta in  th e  C h i ld  C a re  G ra n t P r o g r a m , R e s o u r c e  a n d  R e fe r r a l 

A g e n c ie s  a n d  th e  E d u c a t io n  a n d  T r a in in g  p r o g r a m ! A n y t h in g  le s s  w il l b e  d e t r im e n ta l 

to  c h i ld r e n ’s  s a fe t y  a n d  t h e i r  p a r e n t ’s  a b i l i t y  t o  g o  to  w o r k !
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The Republican Party of Alaska
Pete Hadlgren, Chairman

March 22, 1997

A L A S K A  STA TE LE G IS L A TU R E  
HOUSE F IN ANC E COM M IT TE E
Pubilc Hearing on State Operating Budget 
Legislative Information Office 
Anchorage, Alaska

ATTENTION;

Pep. Mark Hanley, Co-Chair 
Rep. Eldon Mulder, Vice Chair 
Rep. Pete Kelly 
Rep. Terry Martin

.» Members of the House Finance Committee:

l wholeheartedly support the Republican Legislative Majority's plan to reduce the Alaska state 
operating by S 60.0 million during this session. It Is vital that the state continues along a path of 
fiscal responsibility to ensure that we do not plunge over the financial cliff when our reserves run 
o u t It is also crucial that elected officials NOT BREAK THEIR CAMPAIGN PROMISES, otherwise, 
voter confidence In our democratic form o f government is seriously weakened.

Remember how the voters rewarded Republicans in the last election when they kept their 
promises?

The voters of Alaska have sent a resounding mandate In electing the strongest Republican 
Majority to the Legislature since statehood last November. As the President himself has admitted, 
the era of P ,Q GO VERNM EN T >8 QVER1

We must continue to work to re-new Investment confidence in Alaska by reducing the insatiable 
appetite for government to consume our tax dollars. Industry w il be reluctant to invest here 
unless we reign in our runaway state government Alaskans are strangled by a maze of 
bureaucracy and regulations which strtte and smother enterprise and individual initiative.

We have the unbelievable situation where government agencies use our tax dollars to lobby arm 
publicly advertise to milk more tax dollars from the Legislature In Juneau.

We have the unbelievable situation when* state workers in Alaska make approximately eight 
percent (8%1 MORE THAN THEIR PRIVATE SECTOR COUNTERPARTS! This is backwards from 
what it should be.

We have the unbelievable situation where Alaska spends nearly FOUR (41 TIMES AS MLCH 
MONEY PER CAPfTA than the national average (see attached statistics).

We have the unbelievable situation where lobbyists swarm the halls in Juneau to suck mere 
money from state coffers into pet projects and programs fo r the special interest groups.

But who speaks for the little guy? Who speaks for the working man who doesn't have the time nor 
the money to tty to Juneau and express his opinions? I ask you to not forget the silent majority 
who sent you to Juneau to do a job, AN D  T H A T  J IB  W A 3 TO REDUCE G O VERNM ENT !

YQUR M ANDATE W A 3 NOT TO RA IS E TA X E S !

Rep. Gene Therriault, Co-Chair 
Rep. Gary Davis 
Rep. Vic Kohring

___________  1001 WFireweed lane, Anchorage AK • ?Q7-2764467 - 9Q7-27fr04tt (fax)________
ma<C«*ta*ma«Mia«wrrt««*oMnifc4«rt*ff»flMa*F««*0KMiCma9tAcUae3<t)Gl
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No doubt you will hearing tho endless shrill cries from liberal special Interest groups who seem 
to hava more vocal cords than numbers, and you must not flinch at this crucial time in our state's 
history, if you flinch, and do not stand firm ANP JUST SAY NO to these special interests, our 
opportunity to finally reign i t  the bloated state budget to a sustainable level may be lost for a long 
time.

I would venture to say that 9 out of 10 people who oompiain to you not to cut government did not 
vole for you, and never win. Please don't forget that crucial po in t

Alaska voters are an impatient bunch, we w il not get another chance at this. Republicans who 
squander this chance may imperil ou r future opportunities to elect fiscally responsible legislators. 
The liberals know this, and are trying to crack your resolve on the budget. They know that if you 
cave in. they win. They win because Republican core supporters will abandon us. and either 
move to a third party, or just “stay home’1 during future elections.

The liberals are also running an all out assault to pass a tobaooo tax. This is simply a Trojan horse 
to generate more revenue to feed gove rnm en t You must understand that liberals routinely must 
"PRACTICE" RAISING TAXES. That's righ t they practice raising ta xe * One year it will be alcohol, 
the next year tha oil industry, next tobaoco, naxt tourism. THERE'S NO END TO it .

Who will be the tvsxt to be taxed? You and11? Our children? Our parents? Your business? My 
business?

In closing, I urge you to stay on track with the plan to cut $ 60.0 million this session. I am 
convinced the voters will richly rewarC us in the next e lec tioa Remember, we represent 
thousands of Alaskan voters who are not represented by any lobbyist or special interest groups.

WE C AN NO T AN D  M UST NO T LE T TH EM  DOW N I

Thank for your consideration.

Vice Chairman 
Republican Party of Alaska

(907) 265-6890 (work)
(907) 276-4467 (RPA Office)
(907) 278-0425 (RPA fax)
(907) 522-9218 (home)

cc: Representative Gail Phillips
Speaker o f the House 
Alaska State Legislature 
Stale Capitol (M 3 3100), Room 208 
Juneau. Alaska 99801 - 1 1 82 
(907) 485-2689

Senator Mike Miller 
President o f the Senate 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau. A laska 99801-1182 
(907) 465-4976

RPA State Central Committee

Sincerely.
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Promises made... Promises kept
T h a n k  y o u  R e p u b l i c a n  L e g i s l a t o r s !

“Reduce government spending 
No new taxes ”

V ^ h e  Republican Parry of A laska 

hereby salutes che 19th A laska 

Legislature foe their povcmmenc 

reform. economic development and

for m nd lng  firm atrainar Ooo 
Know lea1 h ig h e r  raxes. tiy-r^rer} 
spending’^coal session.

RfPllBllCaN IFCOEHSKIP

Senete Preiidcra Ow  Parc*
Senate Majority Leader Rick Halloed

Houtc
Houae

Seejktr Gail fliliiipj 
Majority.................Leader At V c ic t

flfPUBiicansfriflioRs^

Senior 5teve Frank 
Stnaeor 71m Kelly 
Senator Milt* Mint*
Senior See re Riever 
Senator Robin Tajlor

RfPUHlIC* RlPRfSlKTAllVLS

Senator Lydt Green 
Stnttor Loren Leman 
Senaro* Rmdy PhlHljvt 
Senttor Bert Sharp 
Senator John Tot|c. tv

Honorable Alan Austetmm 
Honorable Con Bunde 
Honorabi* lot Green 
Honorable Jeanette Jamea 
Hooorablt Vic Kobrin* 
Honorable Terry Martin 
Honorable Eldon Mulder 
Honorable Sean Parnell 
Honorable Norm Rokcbrm 
Honorable Gene Tlterriaule

Honorable Ramona Birma 
Honorable O.trr Davi;i 
Honorable Mark Harvey 
Honorable Pete Kelly 
Honorable Pete Kott 
Honorable Beverly M.iaek 
Honorable Scott Cert 
Honorable Brian Pon.tr 
Honorable Jerry S.uvltn 
Honorabl* Cyntltm Tnoltcy

Proudly S ir 'd  by tbr Eftiuaue Cormixut of die Repuhtcan Pmvy of Atuta 

brrt U i l y w* T o *  M rK ry  (J A m M y R e a  U r  D aV iie j I m T * W i y M W C a w T *
VciOwravn Um*7 A u ie n rS ro w y
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TVrnwgr Ax<m#n 7>www F.n**tO iW i  Utrf O v u i
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1) A laska spends S 8.523 oar pe rson ove ra ll. as opposed to the 
U.S. ave rage o f $ 2,306, w h ile ou r peer s ta tes spend an 
ave rage o f $ 2.430. A laska be ing 3.5 tim es h ighe r than ou r 
peers .

2) A laska m e n d s I  t .921 per pe rson on Educa tion , as opposed 
to the U.S. average o f $ 744, w h ile ou r peer s ta tes spenu an 
average o f $ 853. A la ska be ing 2.3 tim es h ighe r than ou r 
peers .

3 ) A laska spends S 689 per pe rson on Welfare, as opposed to 
the U.S. average o f S 423, w h ile o u r peer s ta te s spend an 
ave rage o f $ 302, A laska be ing 2.2 t imes h ighe r than ou r 
peers .

4) A laska spends 5 S44 per pe rson on H ighways, as opposed to 
the U.S. average o f $ 178, w h ile ou r peer spates spend an 
average o f $ 272. A la ska be ing 3.1 tim es h ig he r than ou r 
peers .

5 ) A laska spends 3 71 per pe rson on Police, as opposed to the 
U.S. average c f $ 21, w h ile o u r peer s ta te s spend an average 
o f $ 20, A la ska be lno 3 a tim es h lohe r than ou r peers.

6) A laska spends $ 10.648 per pe rson on D eb t as opposed to 
the U.S. average o f $ 1,193, w h ile ou r peer sta tee spend an 
ave rage o f I  1.474. A laska he ln fr 7 .2 tim es h ighe r than ou r 
peers.

7 ) A laska has 401 Sta te Em p loyees pe r 10.000 peop le , as 
opposed to th e U.S. average o f 154, w h ile ou r peer s ta tes 
have 102 S ta te Em p loyees pe r 10,000 peop le , A laska hav ing 
3.9 tim es m ore S ta te Em p loyees than ou r peers.

8) A laska S ta te e xp e n d itu re s fo r sa la rie s and wages Is S 1.510 
pe r cap ita , as opposed to the U.S. average o f S 408, w h ile
o u r peer s ta te s a ve ra g * I  492, A laska pav ing ou t 3.1 tim es as 
much m oney aa ou r peers fo r sa la ries and wages.

9) A la ska 's per pup II s ch o o l expend itu re s are t  8.374 per 
s tu d e n t w h ile  the na tio n a l average Is $ 4,960, and ou r peer 
s ta te s ' ave rage is $ 4,282, w ith A laska spend in g 1.96 tim es 
as much on educa tio n pe r s tu d e n t Q uan tity bu t not 
qua lity ? ? ?
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Average Monthly Earnings — State Employees

u . s .  A K  t o  l 4 r r r  T k

State Employees per 10,000 Population

t f z  A K  <x> o f  / i r  j x
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Per Capita State Expenditures -- Intergovernmental Expenditures
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Per Capita State Expenditures -- Total
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Per Capita State Expenditures -  Education

$1.921
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Per Capita State Expenditures -- Public Welfare 
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Per Capita State Expenditures -- Highways
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Par Capita State Expenditures -- Police
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Per Capita State Expenditures -- Outstanding Debt

$10,648
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U s  A V  6 o  i#  p r r / v m  a u  t k  u J f



FROM: Johann Hamerski
P.O. Box 110371 
Anchorage, AK 99511 
(907)345-2056

TO: House Finance 
907-465-2418

I wish to comment on how important it is to support the funding for National 
Geographic Society Programs for home schooling. I was home schooled and 
National Geographic played a pivotal role in my education. I read about 
runestones in National Geographic and was able to use that knowledge to 
create the theme for Anchorage using a milestone. I designed and coordinated 
the construction o f the "Anchorage Welcomes You" theme park on the Glenn 
Highway and Airport Heights Road. I read all about the Antarctic in National 
Geographic and was inspired to travel there myself. Because I knew how 
important the history was on the Falkland Islands from reading about them in 
National Geographic I was able to save Shakleton's grave site and several 
other historic sites in the Antarctic. These are only a few o f the ways Pve 
used knowledge gained from National Geographic. In essence I consider I use 
some o f it daily in my business life and as a home schooling family we are 
perpetuating the National Geographic tradition in our home. We have greatly 
appreciated the programs put on by National Geographic. We have attended 
several workshops ths most recent one was this past fall put on by Debbie 
Chalmers. H er enthusiasm helped to light the spark of interest for our 
daughter in her world and we came home with various projects, maps and 
information. We have incorporated these materials into our daily work and 
get invaluable use out o f  the large world map. Please continue to fund and 
support National Geographic in the home schooling program. It is our link to 
the world.
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Thi A udiology

Arthur F. Larson, M.S., CCC-A

O t o l a r y n g o l o g y - H e a d  & N e c k  S u r g e r y

Richard P. Raugust. M.D.
Eric M. Tallan. M.D.
Bruce G. Whipple. M.D.

March 17, 1997

R ep . Mark H a n le y  
S ta t e  C a p i t o l
J u n e a u , A la s k a  99801-1182

D ear R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  H an ley s

I  am w r i t i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r  as a c o n c e rn e d  p h y s ic ia n  on b e h a lf  o f  
A la s k a n  M e d ic a id  r e c i p i e n t s .  I  h a ve  b een  in fo rm e d  t h a t  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  i s  c u r r e n t ly  c o n s id e r in g  m o d i f i c a t io n s  t o  t h e  A la s k a  
D ep a rtm en t o f  H e a lt h  and S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s  b u d g e t t h a t  w o u ld  
e l im in a t e  4.65 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  from  t h e  c u r r e n t  M e d ic a id  b u d g e t . As 
you know , t h i s  r e s u l t s  i n  an a d d i t io n a l  c u t  o f  4.65 m i l l i o n s  
d o l l a r s  o f  f e d e r a l  m a tc h in g  fu n d s , r e s u l t i n g  i n  a t o t a l  c u t  o f  9.3 
m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  The c o s t  o f  p r o v id in g  p a t ie n t  c a r e  i s  e v e r  
in c r e a s in g ,  as t e c h n o lo g y  a d va n ces  and new t r e a tm e n t s  become 
a v a i l a b l e .  T h u s , i n  an  e n v ir o nm e n t  o f  in c r e a s in g  m e d ic a l c o s t s ,  n o t  
o n ly  i s  t h e  M e d ic a id  b u d g e t n o t  b e in g  in c r e a s e d  o r  m a in t a in e d ,  b u t  
i s  f a c in g  f u r t h e r  c u t s .

I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  b r in g  t o  y o u r  a t t e n t io n  c e r t a in  f e a t u r e s  o f  h e a l t h  
c a r e  i n  A la s k a , w h ic h  a r e  u n l ik e  any  o t h e r  s t a t e  i n  t h e  u n io n :

1) A la s k a  has a la r g e  s u b s is t e n c e  and s e a s o n a l p o p u la t io n  t h a t  
c a n n o t  a f f o r d ,  o r  do n o t  r e c e iv e  h e a l t h  c a r e  b e n e f i t s .
2) T h e re  a r e  no  s o - c a l le d  c h a r i t y  h o s p i t a ls  t h a t  r e c e iv e  s t a t e  
m o n ie s  t o  p r o v id e  c a r e  t o  t h e  i n d ig e n t .
3) T h e re  a r e  no  t e a c h in g  h o s p i t a ls  s t a f f e d  by r e s id e n t  o r  s tu d e n t  
p h y s ic ia n s  t o  p r o v id e  c a r e  t o  t h e  u n in s u r e d  p o p u la t io n .
4) A la s k a ' s  M e d ic a id  p o p u la t io n  c o n s is t s  p r im a r i l y  o f  c h i l d r e n .  As 
a r e s u l t ,  t h e  p r iv a t e  s e c t o r  i s  c a l l e d  upon t o  p r o v id e  c a r e  t o  a l l  
u n in s u r e d  and  M e d ic a id  p a t ie n t s  w it h o u t  t h e  a s s is t a n c e  o f  
g o ve rnm en t s u b s id y  o r  t h e  u se  o f  r e s id e n t  p h y s ic ia n s  o r  m e d ic a l 
s t u d e n t s .  M o re o v e r , i f  f u r t h e r  c u t s  a re  made, t h e  m a jo r i t y  o f  th o s e  
b e n e f i c ia r i e s  who w i l l  b e  a f f e c t e d  a r e  c h i l d r e n .

F i n a l l y ,  I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  p o in t  o u t  my c o n c e r n  t h a t  lo b b y is t s  o f  
n u r s in g  hom es, h o s p i t a l s ,  and o t h e r  w e l l- o r g a n iz e d  i n s t i t u t i o n s

1919 Lathrop Street □ Suite 207 □ Fairbarks, Alaska 99701 □ Phone:(907)456-7768 □ Fax: (907) 456-4045



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r k  H a n l e y
M a r c h  1 7 ,  1 9 9 7

P a g e  2

w i l l  l i k e l y  p r o te c t  t h e i r  p o r t io n  o f  th e  M edicaid  b u d g et, fo r c in g  
t h e s e  c u t s  on to  th e  p h y s ic ia n s  who p r o v id e  th e  a c tu a l  c a r e , and th e  
a d m in is tr a to r s  t h a t  o v e r se e  and r e g u la te  h o s p i t a l  and n u rs in g  home 
s e r v i c e s .  I th u s  hope th a t  you w i l l  r e c o n s id e r  th e  M edicaid  c u ts  
t h a t  have been prop osed  and th e  way in  w hich th e s e  c u ts  a re  to  be 
made.

S in c e r e ly ,

E r ic  M. T a l la n M .D .

EMT:e c r

c c : Bob Labbe
P.O . Box 110660
Juneau , A la sk a  99811-0660
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ATTENTION: Representative Mark H anky
. . .  I
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1743 Willow Street 
Fairbanks, AK 99709 
March 21,1997

Dear Representative Hanley:

I am extremely concerned that services f it people with disabilities are under 
consideration to be slashed. This can't b e possible again! ,

i i
I ;

The proposed cut that concerns me the r lost is the S4 million Medicaid cut.
Medicaid has recently taken some major

7671 , D“5/j*/fo7 T S T 7 '
From

hits to dental, vision and occupational
therapy services, all o f which are neoess iry for good health and quality o f  life. Now  
preventative medicine i t . mammograms md pap smears; and substance abuse and 
mental health rehab services are bemjg »  tuGrazed Unbelievable! It's as our 
representatives in Juneau are making the statement that low income people including 
those with disabilities just aren't worth keeping alive! Someone needs to inform 
them that breast cancer is one of the leading causes o f death in women in our state.

i
People with disabilities must have aclap ive equipment in order to survive. Big 
ticket items such as wheelchairs andjho* prtal beds are out o f the reach for even the 
middle class, let alone the poorest ofjoin citizens. This latest attack that will hinder 
the quality o f life for people with disabil ties has got to be stopped! Why is it so 
difficult to comprehend that allowing pc >ple to live at home c ists our state about 
ONE THIRD the cost o f institutionalize tion? That's a 66% savings; now that’s 
what should be making sense. Medipri ird adaptive equipment are essential to 
achieve these results! j

I “will be at the hearing tomorrow, (Saturjday) and hopefully get the opportunity to 
scream bloody murder!

Sincerely,

Robin Randall

TOTAL P . 0 1


