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FISCAL NOTE

R evis ion  Date 
Title

STATE OF ALASKA
1998 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

No: 2
B ill Version: CSHB 404 ( t r a ) 
(to) Publish Date: 2 / 2 7 / 9 8

Regs of Commercial Vemcics
Oept. Affected 
9RU

DOTAPF
Corrmissioners Office

Component Office of the Commissioner
S c c n s o r House Transportation
R equeste r rouse  Transoortaticn Component Serial Nc. 530

E x p e n d itu re s /R e v e n u e s (Thousands o f D o lla rs)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 99 FY00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03 FY 04
P ersona l Services 407.9 411.0 415.0 419.2 423.4 427.6
T rave l 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 00 CC
Contractual 6.0 9.5 9.5 9.5 9.5 95
Suoplies 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
E qu ipm en t 105.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Land & Structures
G ran ts  & Claims
M iscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 512.9 420.5 424.5 428.7 432.S 437.1

I C APITAL EXPENDITURES I |

! CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 612.5 612.5 612.5 612.5 612.5 612.5

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1G02 Federal Receipts 0 0 CO 0 0 0.0 0.0 C C
10C3 GF Matcn 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 CC
1CC4 GF 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 CO
1CC5 GF/Prcgram Receipts 512.9 ■120.5 424 5 428.7 432.9 43~ 1
1037 GF/Mentai Health
O the r (Scecify Type) I

TOTAL 512.9 420.5 424.5 428.7 432.9 437.1 I

Estim ate  o f any cu rrtn t year (FY98) cost: 0 0
POSITIONS
ru li- t im e 91 9 9 9 91 Si
P art-tim e 0 0 0 0 0 | Ci
Tem oorarv 0 0 0 o| c l

I A N A L Y S IS : (Ar.acfi a separate page t necessary)
This bill transfers the responsibility for establishing and collecting out of state registration fees for commercial trucks 
and increases the registration fee from the S10 range to S350 thereby generating approximately 612.5 in new 
revenue to fund size, weight & safety inspections. When added to the current collections of about 40.0 there is 
adequate funding to support this fiscal note. Additionally, this will provide protection to the motoring public by 

! ensuring safer commercial vehicles and to our bridges and highways by ensuring properly loaded trucks. This wil 
j also create a level playing field for the industry that is essential to their ability to compete fairly in the market place 
and to ensure that a good part of Alaska's work is done by Alaskans.

i
P.-eoared by 
D iv is ion

A pproved by 
A gency

Dennis Poshard, Special Assistant P hone  465-3SC0
O f f i c e o f t h e  C o m n w s i o n p r C a t e  2'23/98

_____________________   Commss.oner
Qfe^artrrentof Transocrtation a rg  Puciic Fac;i t.es

Oate 2 2 3 / 9 8

P R E P A R E R  TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO G O VE R N O R 'S  LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
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A no . s.s
P r c c r i r r t  Surr.rr .ar/

Tms egisiattcr. w.i
1 * . r j  -  j -  u  ' . ’ . ' a  - * •  *cc n.n.e -aw We on Stst.c.n 

Cce's::.*:. 2^33-:2 . pcsttcrs 
cispnouted as renews.

*
i ~z< 2 r

■ r3 ;rzsn.<3 < < ■

: Sterling • • -
1 A.ocncrace 2 : :  ^

! Ad i :r:s» -aw rs:ect;cr 
ver.ic.as as ;c.!cv#s.» Amount
1 w K «; 35.:

! r 3ir:sr>5 * 35. C
S:er:;r; 41 35.3
Arcrz'Bza 0 C

1 3 1C5 3

Tok
Acc three additional positions to issue tar.;era .7  *=: s-s icn permits 2- hours car zay and p ere rim size, 
weigrt ar.d driver/vehicle safer/ inspectors. Train*: personnel will be cn dury ac ail ‘jrr.ss:: ensure that 
truck traffic ccrring intc and leaving the state a: Tc< is zempiying with cur la ws arc regulators. One cr 
rr.cre persons wiil be trained tc perform driver/vehicle 'nspecoons at commercial vehicle rash scenes. The 
acciticr.al revenue collections are estimate-: tc be 1,7:3 vehicles at 5250 per vehicle = S 512.5.
Fairbanks
A c: one position to allow addit'cral coverage tc increase truck size, weight and safety enforcement at the 
we:on stations Py performing size arc weight as we! as safer/ inspections. Temporary registrations v/iil Pe 
issued at the Fsirrazks Weigh Staters.
S te r lin g
A c: three new positions :c Phe current ere pcs.ttc* stsd at the Sterling VVeigh S la Pen to perform size, 
weight and dhver/var.'c.e safe:/ inspections ano to ss.e temporsr/ registraPons for these venicles e.nter'ng 
the state a: Seward, Ken.ai or Homer. This station s the cniy truck size, weig.n: ano safer/ inspection facility 
cn the Ken.ai Peninsula located cn the very cusy Sts’ irg Hic-.vay. There .s no resident cover/vehicle 
sat'er/ inspector 'coated or. Phe Kenai Peninsula at this Pme. Since ‘he weigh staPon is ccen only cr.e shift 
pe' cay, five days per wee.<, it is nearly l.mccssib a :: esPmate the vc ume of urrecisterec cut of state 
commercial ver.icie traffic. The potential 'or increase: •even.e is sma.l. The pro"ry at ‘.‘ is station .s to 
orov.ee the size, weight arc safe:/ inspections that are not Pe.r.g d:*e a: the present Pme.
Anchorage
A c : r.vo new ccsitior.s to enacre 2- hour ce"cay ss.er day cer week staffing at tne Gle.n.n Outbound ar.d 
the Porter We.gh Stations. Tnese r.vo ccs.icns w'i -‘ecus cn muck sice arc v/eign: enforcement with the 
present seven other size ar.c weigh: enforcement :e ” c-re!. There are orese.ntly three commercial vehicle 
ms sector positions stationed in Ancrcrage who ca- elective 7  m.cnitcr Tuck traffic 'or driver ar.d ver.icie 
sa;er/ concerns. This acciticna! coverage will alic.v ;c* T.e Issuance of temporary registraPons at the 
Anchorage Weigh. Stations for urrecisterec ve.nic.es arnving a: Pns Porter Anchorage.

These new positions will monitor all incoming and outgoing traffic into the state at T.e Tck Weigh Station 
arc will enhance the coverage at T.e ether stations 'isted above. The new positions will e.raole us to:

• issue out of state temccrar/ regisTsticr.s:: foreign ( cut of state) commercial vehicles, thereby 
ensuring *T.e procer payment cf fees from trcse who live outside of cur state.

• conduct size and weight inspections to ensure Tat Phi' vehicles ar.d their loacs conform with state 
regulations governing truck size and weight.

• perform safer/ inspections of ccth Pwe drivers and Pheir /ehicies tc ensure ccmcilarce with state 
and federal safer/ and hazardous malaria.s regulations.

• verify that tne proper insurance cc . ='=ce a c ' a c e  :: ; 'cv'ce liaciiiry protector t: cur cittze.'s.

Vehicie maintenance cf 5 3.5 for Phe three vehicles .vil :e absorbed in P“ 3 ciwsicr budget in F ( 33. This 
cos: nas been identified as an increase ir. Cor.tract.a, Services for tne next five years.
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F u n d i n g :

The intent of Phis fee increase s tc provide additional new revenue to fund badly needed truck size. weig~ 
and safer/ enforcement. We estimate that S 612.5 in revenue can be generated with Tree new positions 
Tck to ocerate the weigh station 2-t hours per day, seven days per week. The ether six positions will oe 
p la c e d  in T.e locations with the greatest need for increased size, weigr.t and safer/ enforcement. Wh;.e 
Phese other six positions will generate a small increase in revenue, the important issue is the increased 
size, weight and safety enforcement When Phe trucking acbviP'es were consolidated into OOT&FF, it was 
recognized that the funding for Phe program is inadequate. Tnis is an attempt to increase the level of 
enforcement at a minimal cost to the state. It is important to recognize that the fee increase helps tc core 
an inequity that has existed for many years in that cut of state vehicles can operate in cur state at a very 
minimal cost while Alaska carriers do net enjoy the same low fees in other states.

Page 3 c f3



C O M M E R C IA L  VEH ICLE T R A IL E R S  A N D  P O W E R -U N 1 T S

CLASS CODE COMMERCIAL TRAILER WEIGHT NUMBER OF UNITS
31 UP TO AND INCLUDING 5,000 LBS UNLADEN 3,163
32 5,000 LBS UP TO AND INLUDING 12.00QLBS 9,012
33 1 2.000LBS UP TO AND INDLUDING 1o,000LBS 5,093
34 MORE THAN 18,000LBS 627

COMMERCIAL VEHICLES-TRUCK5/POWER-UNITS

CLASS CODE COMMERCIAL TRUCKS WEIGHT NUMBER OF UNITS
41 UP TO AND INCLUDING 5.000LBS UNLADEN 16,401
42 5.000LBS UP TO AND INCLUDING 12.000LBS 12,376
43 12.000LBS UP TO AND INCLUDING 18.000LBS 5,099
44 MORE THAN 18.000LBS 4,699

FEES COLLECTED FOR COMMERCIAL TRAILERS FEES FOR COMMERCIAL TRUCKS
CLASS CODE CLASS CODE

31 $161,313.00 41 $336451.00
32 $775,032.00 42 $1,064,336.00
33 $794,508.00 43 $795,444.00
34 5138,567.00 44 51,038,479.00

TOTAL 51,869,420.00 TOTAL 53,734,710.00

PROPOSED FEES INCREASE TO THE POWERUNITS TO MAKE IT REVENUE NEUTRAL 
BY NOT REGISTERING THE TRAILERS AND SWITCHING THE REGISTRATION FEES FROM 
THE TRAILERS TO THE POWERUNITS.

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE TRUCK REGISTRATION FEE INCREASES 
CLASS CURRENT FEE INCREASED FEE PGRPOSED FEE MVRT

41 S51.00 $29.00 580.00 $32.00
42 586.00 538.00 5124.00 $54.00
43 5156.00 592 00 5248.00 $86.00
44 S221.00 $100.00 $321.00 5109.00

CURRENT REGISTRATION FEES COLLECTED FROM TRAILERS $ 1,869,420.00
CURRENT REGISTRATION FEES COLLECTED FROM TRUCKS S3,734.710.00

THE FEE STRUCTURE WAS DERIVED BY DIVIDING THE CURRENT TRAILER REVENUE 
BY FOUR (FOUR TRUCK CLASSES 41. 42, 43, 44. THEN DIVIDING THE FOUR EQUAL 
AMOUNTS BY THE NUMBER OF TRUCK UNITS PER CLASS. THE TOTAL AMOUNT 
OF REVENUE PROJECTED IS APPOXIMATELY 55,619 635.00
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February 19, 1998

Representative Bill Williams 
Chairman
House Transportation Committee 
State Capitol 
Juneau. AK 99801

Re: HB 404 - Regulation of Commercial Vehicles

Dear Representative Williams:

On behalf of the hundreds of members whom we represent in the trucking industry, I wish 
to go on record supporting HB 404, Regulation of Commercial Vehicles.

In working with the Department of Transportation, the Division of Motor Vehicles, and 
many legislative representatives. I feel this bill addresses several important issues in this 
industry that have been overlooked for years. I do not consider HB 404 a "fix all" to the 
trucking issues that we and the industry face within the state of Alaska, but most definitely 
a good faith effort in the right direction. The following issues are addressed in the bill.

HB404 will amend AS 19. Sec. 19 10.310. to allow for inspection criteria found in the 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations, as adopted by Alaska, to meet the State's 
requirements. In discussion with my members and industry representatives, this is needed 
and is good for all, non-commercial and commercial vehicles alike. In addition, let me 
assure you this is not a union versus non-union issue. HB404 will assist in creating a level 
playing field for all motor carriers. The safer our commercial vehicles are on our highways, 
the safer all of us will be.

In addition to the adoption of the safety criteria, HB 404 will also increase temporary 
registration fees for those out-of-state trucks that wish to operate in Alaska on a temporary 
basis. This increase would bring Alaska more in-line with what is charged by other states 
and provinces issuing temporary permits. Revenue generated from this fee will, if 
approved by the legislature, be appropriated through the weigh station operation. 
Although this does not fully address the safety and overall operation requirements of the 
weigh stations, it does help.



Representative Bill Williams 
February 19. 1998 
Page 2.

Finally, this bill will eliminate the annual registration of commercial trailers with the Division 
of Motor Vehicles (DMV) and transfer the fee instead to ‘commercial" power units. 
Although revenue-neutral for DMV, this change will result in a savings of at least 20,000 
transactions annually at DMV, saving at least $100,000 annually. Should Alaska become 
a member of the International Registration Plan (IRP), a requirement of the plan is that the 
registration be on the power units not the trailers. Most of the states in the lower 48 have 
made such a change.

In summary, I request you and your Committee members support in passage of HB 404. 

If I may be of any further assistance, please let me know.

Sincerely,

TEAMSTERS LOCAL 959

/kk
MISC\98B19.Ltr



ALASKA TRUCKING ASSOCIATION, INC.
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1998 Trucking Legislation 

HB 404 Before House Finance Committee 

March 9, 1998

The Alaska Trucking Association, in cooperation with Teamsters Local 959, 
is supporting House Transportation Committee Bill 404. The Bill is crafted to 
resolve problems related to truck user’s concerns in three major areas:

First: A current Statute, related to commercial vehicle safety inspections 
(Sec. 19.10.310), is amended to allow for the inspection criteria found in the 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations, as adopted by Alaska, to meet the 
State’s requirements. This is needed badly and is a good deal.

Second: Fees for out-of-slate trucks (Sec.28.10.152) that wish to operate in 
Alaska temporarily, are increased from $50 to $350. This brings Alaska fees 
more in line with what is charged by other States and Provinces issuing 
temporary permits. Revenue generated from this fee will be identified as a 
program receipt. The Governor’s Budget will request this “new” money be 
appropriated for weigh station operation. It does not solve the problem of  
under funding for weighing and safety issues, but does help.

Third: The Bill will eliminate the requirement for annual registration o f  
commercial trailers with DMV. The money currently collected will be added 
to the registration cost o f  commercial “power units”, so as to be revenue 
neutral. A $10 one time fee will be assessed commercial trailers. This change 
will result in saving about 20,000 transactions annually at DMV saving more 
than $100,000 annually. The change is also required if Alaska wants to 
become part o f  the International Registration Plan. IRP allows for a greatly 
simplified method o f  prorating the use o f  trucks between various States and 
Provinces. The industry gains substantial efficiency by not having to 
physically “ tag” every one o f  the almost 20,000 commercial trailers in 
Alaska annually.
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M E M O R A N D U M February 20, 1998

SU B JEC T: Sectional Summary of HB 404.

TO : Representative Bill Williams 
Attn: Pete Eeklund

FROM : Michael F. Ford ^  
Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summary of the above-described bill.

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary of a bill should not be considered an 
authoritative interpretation of the bill and the bill itself is the best statement of its contents. 
If you would like an interpretation of the bill as it may apply to a particular set of 
circumstances, please advise.

Section 1. Requires an operator of a commercial vehicle to carry proof of insurance. 
Defines what "proof of insurance" means.

Section 2. Requires an owner or operator of a commercial vehicle to provide proof of annual 
inspection when demanded by a peace officer or certain D.O.T. employees.

Section 3. Requires a person who conducts a commercial vehicle inspection to issue a 
certificate of inspection to the owner or operator. Requires the owner or operator to keep a 
record of the inspection.

Section 4. Amends the regulatory authority of the commissioner of public safety.

Section gy Provides for impoundment of a commercial motor vehicle without a valid 
inspectiorixdtificate. Prohibits release from impoundment until a valid inspection certificate 
is obtained and impoundment fees are paid. Allows the department to adopt regulations 
regarding impoundment fees.

Section 6 . .Amends the definition of "commercial motor vehicle".

Section 7. Provides that a trailer used for commercial purposes is exempt from vehicle 
registration.

Section 8 . Excludes applicants for temporary registration from this subsection.



Representative Bill Williams 
February 20, 1998 
Page 2

Section 9. Excludes temporarily registered commercial vehicles from emission inspection 
requirements.

Section 10. Excludes temporarily registered commercial vehicles from this subsection.

Section 11. Excludes temporarily registered commercial vehicles from this subsection.

Section 12. Excludes temporarily registered commercial vehicles from this subsection.

Section 13. Excludes temporarily registered commercial vehicles from his subsection.

Section 14. Excludes temporarily registered commercial vehicles from this subsection.

Section 15. Provides for temporary registration of certain commercial vehicles and 
establishes fees.

Section 16. Excludes temporarily registered commercial vehicles from this subsection.

Section 17. Excludes temporarily registered commercial vehicles from this subsubsection.

Section 18. Excludes temporarily registered commercial vehicles from this subsection.

Section 19. Increases the fees for biennial registration of commercial motor vehicles. 
Removes trailers and semi-trailers from registration requirements.

Section 20. Increases the fees for annual registration of commercial motor vehicles.

Section 21. Allows peace officers or D.O.T. employees to issue citations for a violation of
AS 19.10.060(c).

Section 22. Provides that for a violation of AS 19.10.060 a person is subject to a S300 fine. 

Section 23  ̂ Repealers.

Section 24.. Provision that allows both the Department of Administration and D.O.T to adopt 
regulations.

Section 25. Effective date for sec. 24.

Section 26. Effective date for all sections except sec. 24.

MFF:glc
98-095.glc



ALASKA TRUCKING ASSOCIATION, INC.
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1998 Trucking Legislation 

H B  4 0 4  B e fo re  H o u s e  T ra n sp o r ta t io n  C o m m it te e  

February 25, 1998

The Alaska Trucking Association, in cooperation with General Teamsters 
Local 959, are supporting House Transportation Committee Bill 404, crafted 
to resolve problems related to truck user’s concerns in three major areas:

First: A current Statute related to commercial vehicle safety inspections 
(Sec. 19.10,310) is amended to allow for the inspection criteria found in the 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations as adopted by Alaska to meet the 
State’s requirements. Needed badly and a good deal.

Second: Fees for out-of-state trucks (Sec.28.10.152) that wish to operate in 
Alaska temporarily, are increased from $50 to $350. This brings Alaska fees 
mom in line with what is charged by other States and Provinces issuing 
temporary permits. Revenue generated from this fee will be identified as a 
program receipt. The Governor’s Budget will request this “new” money be 
appropriated for weigh station operation. It does not solve the problem of  
under funding for weighing and safety issues, but does help.

Third: The Bill will eliminate the requirement for annual registrati n o f  
commercial trailers with DMV. The money currently collected will be added 
to the registration cost o f  commercial “power units”, so as to be revenue 
neutral. A $10 one time fee.will be assessed commercial trailers. This change 
will result in saving about 20,000 transactions annually at DMV saving more 
than $100,000 annually. The change is also required if  Alaska wants to 
become part o f  the International Registration Plan. IRP allows for a greatly 
simplified method o f  prorating the use o f  trucks between various States and 
Provinces. The industiy gains substantial efficiency by not having to 
physically “tag” every one o f  the almost 20,000 commercial trailers in 
Alaska annually.



ALASKA TRUCKING INDUSTRY - Page 2

WHY HAVE WEIGH STATIONS?

* Protect public health and safety;

* Protect state infrastructure;

* Assure level playing field for industry;

* Maintain Federal Highways funding.

WHY HAVE INSPECTORS?

* Required by the Federal Highways Administration to conduct carrier audits;

* Required by the Federal Highways Administration to conduct random commercial 
vehicle inspections;

* Required by the Federal Highways Administration to inspect products being 
carried, (such as hazardous materials) and assure they are being handled in a safe 
manner.

In summary, by maintaining the weight stations and inspector programs, the State of 
Alaska receives hundreds of millions of dollars from the Federal Highway Administration.

WHERE ARE WEIGH STATIONS LOCATED IN STATE ?

(1) FOX - Located in Fairbanks area, this is the Northern most check point.

(2) RICHARDSON HIGHWAY - One in bound, traffic going up to Prudhoe Bay and 
one out bound traffic in and around Fox, Delta and other surrounding areas.

(1) ESTER - Located on the Parks Highway, monitors traffic in and out of Fairbanks.

(2) GLEN - One in bound, checks traffic going into Anchorage and one out bound, 
checking traffic going out of Anchorage from Anchorage Port area, etc.

(1) VALDEZ - Checks traffic going in and out of Valdez including the Port of Valdez.

(1) POTTER - Checks traffic going in arid out of Peninsula, including Portage, 
Seward and Homer.

(1) STERLING - Checks local traffic as well as traffic going into Anchoi sge, and out 
to Seward and Homer.

(1) TOK - Checks border traffic, in and out of State.



A l a s k a  ^ t a t c  l e g i s l a t u r e

H ouse of Representatives

Transportation Committee

Sponsor Statement 
HB 404 regulation of commercial motor vehicles

The purpose o f HB  404 is to improve efficiency at D .M .V . and to improve efficiency 
and safety o f fre ight movement into, ou t of, and w ithin A laska. A lso, adoption o f  HB 
404 w ill a llow  the State to partic ipate in the In te rn a tion a l Reg istration  P lan .

O u r cu rren t state commercial vehicle inspection law  is unworkable. The b ill proposes 
to conform  our inspection p rogram  w ith inspection crite ria  found in the Fede ra l M otor 
C a rrie r Safety Regulations.

A lso, H B  404 w ill increase tem porary fees for out-of-state trucks that w ish to operate 
in A laska from  $50 do lla rs to $350. Th is w ill b ring A laska fees closer to w hat is 
charged by other states and provinces issuing tem porary perm its. Revenue 
generated from this fee m ay be appropriated to operate weigh stations and 
commercial vehicle safety programs.

Fu rth e r, H B  404 would e lim inate the requ irem ent fo r annua l reg istra tion  o f 
commercial tra ile rs . The fees collected from  the reg istration  o f commercial tra ile rs  
would be transferred  to the cost o f reg istration o f commercial vehicles, o r 'power 
units'. Hence the b ill is revenue neu tra l. The change is required i f  A laska w ants to 
become pa rt o f the In terna tiona l Reg istration P lan , which allow s fo r a sim p lified  
method o f p rorating fees to other ju risd ic tions in which A laska commercial vehicles 
operate, and vice versa. The state and industry w ill gain substantia l efficiencies by 
not having to issue and physically tag 20 ,000 commercial tra ile rs  annua lly .

In  short, House B ill 404 w ill create efficiencies in government and the p rivate sector, 
and w ill create a safer transportation  environment. The sa fer ou r commercial 
vehicles are on our highways, the sa fe r a ll o f us w ill be.



   O  ^
4 ^ -e pt  Cl  ^AMENDMENT * ^

“An Act relating to regulation of commercial vehicles; non-commercial trailers; relating 
to temporary registration of out-of-state commercial vehicles; relating to registration fees 
for commercial vehicles; non-commercial, trailers; and providing for an effective date.”

AS28.10.421(bX6) is amended to read:

(6) a trailer not used or maintained for the transportation of persons or property 
for hire or for other commercial use, including, but not limited to, a boat trailer, baggage 
trailer, box trailer, utility trailer, bouse trailer, travel trailer, or a trailer rented or offered 
for rent shall pay..a.pnc-timc registration fee..........................................................[SiO]$$g
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OFFERED IN THE HOUSE 

TO: CSHB 404(TRA)

A M E N D M E N T

Page 8 , following line 9:

Insert a new bill section to read:

"* Sec. 18. AS 28.10.421(b) is amended to read:

(b) The biennial registration fees under this subsection are imposed within the 

following classifications for:

(1) a passenger vehicle or motor home not p rim arily  used or 

maintained for the transportation of persons or property for hire or for other

commercial u s e ................................................................................................................$ 68 ;

(2 ) a pick-up truck or a van not exceeding 6 ,0 0 0  pounds unladen 

weight and not p rim arily  used or maintained for the transportation of persons or 

property for hire or for other commercial u s e ........................................................ $ 78;

(3) a taxicab .......................................................................................... $138;

(4) a motor bus with a seating capacity for 20 or more persons and 

used exclusively for commercial purposes in the transporting of visitors or tourists

  $168;

(5) a motorcycle or a motor-driven cycle .....................................$ 38;

(6 ) a trailer not p rim arily  used or maintained for the transportation 

of persons or property for hire or for other commercial use, including, but not limited 

to, a boat trailer, baggage trailer, box trailer, utility trailer, house trailer, travel trailer, 

or a trailer rented or offered for rent .....................................................................  $ 1 0 ."

Renumber the following bill sections accordingly.

Page 8 , line 16, following "is":

Insert "p rim arily "

-1-
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Page 8 , line 17, following "or":

Insert "p rim arily  used"

Page 8 , line 29, following "and":
Insert "p rim a rily "

Page 9, following line 11:

Insert a new bill section to read:

"* Sec. 22. AS 28.10.661 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(3) "primarily used" means use for a period that exceeds six months 

of a calendar year."

Renumber the following bill sections accordingly.

Page 11, line 12:

Delete "secs. 1 - 23"

Insert "secs. 1 - 25"

Page 11, line 14:

Delete "Section 24"

Insert "Section 26"

Page 11, line 15:

Delete "sec. 25"

Insert "sec. 27"

-2-
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March 6, 1998

Representative Gene Theriault
Co-Chairperson
House Finance Committee
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801

Re: HB 404 - Regulation of Commercial Vehicles

Dear Representative Theriault:

On behalf of the hundreds of members whom we represent in the trucking industry, I wish 
to go on record supporting HB 404, Regulation of Commercial Vehicles.

In working with the Department of Transportation, the Division of Motor Vehicles, and 
many legislative representatives, I feel this bill addresses several important issues in this 
industry that have been overlooked for years. I do not consider HB 404 a “fix air to the 
trucking issues that we and 'he industry face within the state of Alaska, but most definitely 
a good faith effort in the right direction The following issues are addressed in the bill.

HB404 will amend AS 19. Sec. 19.10.310, to allow for inspection criteria found in the 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations, as adopted by Alaska, to meet the State's 
requirements. In discussion with my members and industry representatives, this is needed 
and is good for all, non-commercial and commercial vehicles alike. In addition, let me 
assure you this is not a union versus non-union issue. HB404 will assist in creating a level 
playing field for all motor carriers. The safer our commercial vehicles are on our highways, 
the safer all of us will be.

In addition to the adoption of the safety criteria, HB 404 will also increase temporary 
registration fees for those out-of-state trucks that wish to operate in Alaska on a temporary 
basis. This increase would bring Alaska more in-line with what is charged by other states 
and provinces issuing temporary permits. Revenue generated from this fee will, if 
approved by the legislature, be appropriated through the weigh station operation. 
Although this does not fully address the safety and overall operation requirements of the 
weigh stations, it does help.



Representative Gene Theriault 
March 6, 1998 
Page 2.

Finally, this bill will eliminate the annual registration of commercial trailers with the Division 
of Motor Vehicles (DMV) and transfer the fee instead to “commercial" power units. 
Although revenue-neutral for DMV, this change will result in a savings of at least 20,000 
transactions annually at DMV, saving at least $100,000 annually. Should Alaska become 
a member of the International Registration Plan (IRP), a requirement of the plan is that the 
registration be on the power units not the trailers. Most of the states in the lower 48 have 
made such a change.

In summary, I request you and your Committee members support in passage of HB 404. 

If I may be of any further assistance, please let me know.

Sincerely,

TEAMSTERS LOCAL 959

/kk
MISC\98C6.Ltr
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