




HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT

Date of Committee Action:  ̂ | ^  ^  \  ^

The FINANCE Committee considered:

HOUSE BILL NO. 334

(ii)
Date Referred to Committee: January 20, 1998 FURTHER REFERRALS:

IIB 334

TUITION WAIVER FOR POLICE WIDOW/CHILD

“An Act relating to wavier of tuition and fees for certain family members of a police officer killed in the line of duty; 
and providing for an effective date.”
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FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 334
1998 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date (Note if correction) __________________________Dept. Affected___________University of Alaska
Title An Ac* relating to waiver of tuition & fees for  BRU University of Alaska______________
family m em bers of a police officer killed in the line of duty._______Com ponent Systemwide Budget Reductions &
Sponsor Reps. Kelly. Therriault, Jam es. Porter. ...___________ Additions________________________
R equeste r House Finance Committee________________________ Component Serial No. #1296

Expenditures/Revenues____________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03 FY 04
Personal Serv ices
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & S tructu res
Grants & Claims 5.4 5.4 5.4 5.4 5.4 5.4
M iscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 5.4 5.4 5.4 5.4 5.4 5.4

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE_________________________    (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receip ts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
O ther (Specify Type)

5.4 5.4 5.4 5.4 5.4 5.4

TOTAL 5.4 5.4 5.4 5.4 5.4 5.4

E stim ate  of a n y  c u rre n t y ear (FY98) co st: none
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANA1 .YSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
Thi: bill e x te n d s  the tuition waiver provisions of AS 14.43.085 to include sp o u se s  and  dependen t 
children of municipal ^olice officers killed in the line of duty. Except in the event of ca tastrop ic loss, 
the university an tic ipa tes the fiscal im pact of this bill to be relatively minor. This fiscal note a ssum es 
that on the ave rage, two s tud en ts will utilize this program  each  year, at a cost of $2,700 each  or a 
total co s t p e r  y e a r of $5,400.

Prepared by Marylou Burton Phone 474-6490
Division UA Statew ide Budget Office ^ ^  Date 1/26/98
Approved by C< Marylou Burton, Director H Z —  - Date 1/26/98 ______
Agency UA Statew ide Budget Office________£_________________________

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office 
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 334(FIN)

IN  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

T W E N T IE T H  L E G IS L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S IO N

BY THE HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Of:e.-ed:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES KELLY, Therriault, James, Pd)rter, Phillips, Vezey, Foster, Davies,
Kubina, Brice, Kempler

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"A n Act relating to waiver of tuition and fees for certain family members of a 

police officer killed in the line of duty; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT  ENACTED BY TH E LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. A S  1 4 .4 3 .0 8 5  is  am en d ed  to read:

Sec. 14.43.085. Free tuition and fees for a spouse o r dependent uf members 

of the arm ed services o r the police. A  person enrolled  as a  student in g o o d  standing  

in  a  sta te  su p p orted  ed u ca tion a l in stitu tion  in this state is en titled  to a w a iv er  o f  

undergradua te  tu ition  and fees  if  the p erson  w as the sp o u se  or d ep en d en t c h ild  o f  a 

b o n a  fid e  resid en t o f  the state  w h o  w a s a m em b er o f  the arm ed serv ice s  the state 

troopers, o r a municipal police departm ent and w h o  d ied  in the line o f  duty or w ho  

d ie d  as a resu lt o f  injuries sustained  w h ile  in the lin e o f  duty for the m unicipal, sta te , 

or federal go v ern m en t or who w as listed  by the U n ited  S tates D epartm ent o f  D e fe n se  

as a p r ison er  o f  w ar or as m iss in g  in a ctio n . In th is se c t io n ,

(1) "armed serv ices"  m ean s the A lask a  N ation a l G uard, A la sk a  N a v a l

-1- CSHB 334(FIN)
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M ilit ia , and the arm ed se r v ic e s  o f  the U n ited  S tates;

(2 ) "dependent child" m ean s a p erson  w h o  w as a d ep en d en t o f  a 

m em b er o f  the arm ed serv ices , the state troopers, or a  municipal police departm ent 

at the tim e o f  the m em ber's death , and w h o  is

(A ) the m em ber's natural or ad op ted  ch ild ;

(B ) a ch ild  in rela tion  to  w h o m  the d e c e a s e d  arm ed  se r v ic e s  

m em b er, state trooper, o r m unicipal police officer sto o d  in lo c o  parentis for  

at lea st three years b efore  the m em b er's death;

(C ) the m em ber's step ch ild ; or

(D ) the m em ber's a c k n o w le d g e d  illeg it im a te  ch ild ;

(3 ) "line o f  duty" has the m ean in g  g iv en  under federal law  and includes 

acts arising  out of and in the course o f em ploym ent;

(4 ) "resident" m ean s a p erson  w h o  resid ed  in the state  for at lea st o n e  

y ear b efo re  serv in g  in the arm ed se r v ic e s , the state  troopers, o r a m unicipal police 

dep artm en t and w h o  lists  A la sk a  as the h o m e  state fo r  p u rp oses o f  m ilitary  record s  

o r  state  o r m unicipal em ploym ent records.

* Sec. 2. A P P L IC A B IL IT Y , (a) A  p erso n  w h o  is en ro lled  as a stu d en t and w h o  is 

d escr ib ed  in se c . 1 o f  th is A c t is en titled  to a w a iv er  o f  tuition  and fe e s  regard less o f  w h eth er  

the person  w h o  d ied  in the lin e o f  duty d ied  before , o n , or after the e ffe c t iv e  date o f  th is A ct. 

A  p erson  w h o  is entitled  to a w a iver  o f  tuition and fe e s  as d escr ib ed  in sec . 1 o f  th is A ct and  

w h o  h as a lread y  paid  tu ition  or fe e s  b efore  the e f f e c t iv e  date o f  this A c t  is  n o t en titled  to  a 

refund.

(b ) T h is  A c t d o e s  not apply  to a  p erson  en ro lled  as a  graduate stu d en t in a state  

su p p o rted  ed u ca tio n a l in stitu tion  on  the e f fe c t iv e  date o f  this A ct.

* Sec. 3. T h is  A ct tak es e ffe c t  July 1, 1998.
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REPRESENTATIVE 
PETER KELLY
Mailing Address: 

n ?  N. Cushman. Suite 203 
Fairbanks. A laska 99701 

(907) '166-8161

J M a s J h i  ^ g t s l a i u r s

I p r m s E  J T ( . i > f r r e s e n t a t i£ r e s

W h ile  in  J u n e a u

State Capito l 
Juneau, A laska 

99801-1182 
(907) 465-2327

House D is tric t 31

Sponsor Statement 
HB 334

An Act Waiving State Tuition for Sons or Daughters of a Police 
Officer Slain in the Line of Duty.

With this bill we are adding to the fairly short list of youth for whom we will waive 
tuition at our State University. The University plays an important role in all of our 
lives, it should be available for a youth whose parent made the ultimate sacrifice 
protecting our lives and freedoms.
Nothing can replace a husband, a wife, a father or a mother, but tor those men 
and women who will stand in harms way for us this bill is a small token of our 
appreciation.



HUGH C. “BILL” RUDOLPH

1908 - 1946
Hugh C. "Bill" Rudolph, born in Valdez, Alaska, in 1909, moved to Juneau in 
1926. Rudolph was a well known and respected young business man and a 
member of the Juneau Volunteer Fire Department. Bill Rudolph was also a 
member of the Moose Lodge of Sitka and the Elks Lodge of Juneau.

On May L'V 1946, The Juneau Volunteer Fire Department responded to a 
fire at the u erelle Apartments. Volunteer Firefighter Bill Rudolph, while 
carrying a hose line up a 20-foot ladder, fell and was knocked unconscious. 
He was later diagnosed with a skull fracture. The twenty foot fall took 
the life of Firefighter Rudolph on June 4, 1946.

Bill Rudolph's survivors at the time of his death, in addition to his widow, 
Mungie Larsen Rudolph, were his parents, Mr. & Mrs. C. Rudolph, throe 
sisters and three brothers.



THOMAS A. DUNNIGANI

1908 - 1967
Thomas A. Dunnigan, born in 1908 in Walla Walla, Washington, moved to 
Anchorage in 1953. He became a volunteer fire fighter with Spenard 
Volunteer Fire Department and was elected as Fire Chief in 1961, a 
position he held until 1965..

Chief Dunnigan was one of the founders and a Charter member of the 
Alaska State Firefighter's Association. Chief Dunnigan was also an active 
member of the Spenard Lions Club.



SPENARD BUILDERS SUPPLY FIRE - 1967

On May 28, 1967, a General Alarm Fire did $500,000 damage to the Spenard 
Builders Supply and took the life of Retired Spenard Fire Chief Thomas 
Dunnigan, who was working as a volunteer firefighter. Dunnigan was killed 
instantly when he stepped on a downed power line a- the scene of the fire. 
Five engine companies and an aerial unit responded from the C ity of 
Anchorage Fire Department when the 2:15 am call came in and arrived to find 
the structure fu lly involved. Tom Dunnigan was killed only 45 minutes later, just 
before 3:00 AM.

At the time of his death, surv ivors included a son Dennis Dunnigan, who was 
a City of Anchorage fire figh te r and was on duty the night his fa ther was killed, 
a daughter, Mrs. Doreen Donald, three brothers, Archie, Joe and Jerry and a 
sister, Rose Dunnigan.
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HARRY V. NEWELL

1899 - 1955

Harry V. Nowell, 56 years old, Captain of the Ketchikan Fire Department,
was killed on April 7, 1955 fighting a fire in the basement repair shop of
the Smith Electric Company in Ketchikan.

Three other firefighters and police officers were overcome by smoke and
gases, but were revived shortly after. Newell who was wearing a Scott 
Air Pak had been in the fire building for an estimated 20 minutes before 
he was rescued and brought outside. Records regarding the fire do not 
indicate the cause nor the damage.

Harry Newell had been a Captain in the Ketchikan Fire Department for a 
number of years, was a past governor for the Moose Lodge, a past ruler of 
the Elks Lodge, and a member of the Eagles Lodge. He was survived by a 
separated wife, Mary, two sons of Ketchikan, Bob and Harry F., and a 
daughter then of Vancouver, Washington, Mrs. John Connors. Harry had 
lived in Ketchikan for 32 years.
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DONALD P. HYDE

Sorry, no photograph available

- 1971
Firefighter Specialist Four Donald P. Hyde, distinguished himself by an 
exceptionally valorous ac on April 27, 1971 at Fort Wainwright, Alaska.

F ire fighter Specia list Hyue was in an off-duty status in the Post Fire 
Station at Fort Wainwright, Alaska, when a fire call came in. Firefighter 
Specialist Hyde voluntarily responded to the emergency along with the on- 
duty fire figh te rs .

When he arrived at the scene he was confronted by neighbors of the fire 
victims and the screams of, "Save my baby," by the mother of a child that 
was trapped inside the burning apartment.



Immediately, F irefighter Specialist Hyde, donned his protective breathing 
apparatus, w ithout wa' ng for a hose line, dashed through the back door 
of the dense, smoke filled arid extremely hot apartment to attempt to 
rescue the child.

Firefighter Specialist Hyde proceeded upstairs and was able to search the 
two bedrooms before the intense heat and smoke almost overpowered him. 
Seeking to escape, he returned to the first floor apartment. By this time 
his breathing apparatus had apparently malfunctioned due to the extreme 
heat. F irefighter Specialist Hyde was caught in an unexpected backflash 
and his protective clothing was ignited. He directed firefighters working 
at a window to his location in the inferno to spray water on him and was 
able to get through a broken window where he was assisted to safety.

Firefighter Specialist Hyde was taken to Bassett Army Hospital where he 
succumbed to his injuries a few hours later.

Firefighter Specialist Hyde demonstrated heroism far beyond the call of 
duty with the utmost courage and bravery in his attempt to save another's 
life w ithout regard to his own.
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CHARLES W. “CHUCK” WHITETHORNt

'•T"3? 

• >  ^

Charles W. "Chuck" Whitethorn was born in South Dakota in 1952, he moved 
to Anchorage in 1972 and went to work for the Greater Anchorage Area 
Borough Fire Department after his discharge from his firefighting position 
with Elmendorf Air Force Base Fire Department.



F ire figh ter W hitethorn wa,s struck in the chest by an unknown object
during the violent flashover and there in the raging fire gave his life while 
protecting his community.

Charles Whitethorn was only 23 but he died doing what he wanted to do: fighting fires. He is an example of the quiet valor of dedicated men who spend long days waiting for that call which may require them to give their utmost — even their lives. They are too seldom appreciated.
Among his survivors at the time of his death was his widow, DebbieWhitethorn, his bride of six weeks, his parents, Charles and LavonneWhitethorn of Madison, South Dakota, a sister, Patricia Andrews and twobrothers, John and Hal.



BI-LO SUPERMARKET FIRE - 1976

On February 6, 1976, just past mid-night, a fire was reported at the Bi-Lo 
Supermarket on Muldoon Road. Anchorage Fire Department, Engine 6 was 
the firs t to respond. The fire was immediately declared a Third Alarm 
Fire avid mutual aid units from Ft. Richardson Army Base and Elmendorf Air 
Force Base assisted. Fire apparatus responding to the Bi-Lo Supermarket 
fire was six engines, one squad, one aerial ladder truck, one elevating 
platform truck, one rescue vehicle, one ambulance, 41 firefighters and 
five chief officers. It took two hours and twenty-two minutes to bring 
the fire under control.

Firefighter Whitethorn was a member of Engine 6V which was the first due 
engine on location at the Muldoon Bi-Lo Supermarket.

Firefighter Whitethorn, upon arriving at the scene, was manning an 1 1/2 
inch hose line and went through the front door of the supermarket, 
attempting to bring the fire under control, when a v io lent flashover 
occurred.



CHRISTINE J. “CHRISTY’ PENNINGTON

1971 - 1991
Christine J. "Christy" Pennington, was born in Kodiak, Alaska, in 1971 and 
had been a Firefighter/EMT with the Ester Volunteer Fire Department 
since January, 1990. Christy was attending classes at the University of 
Alaska - Fairbanks and had a three month old son.

On March 15, 1991, Christine Pennington, a Firefighter & Emergency
Medical Technician for Ester Volunteer Fire Department, responded from 
her home to a medical emergency call, along with her three month old
baby, Jonathan. While rushing to save a life, she lost hers and that of her
infant son when she lost control of her Ford Bronco and slammed into an 
on-coming pickup . The infant died instantly and Christine who was pinned 
in the crushed car, died later at Fairbanks Memorial Hospital.

Christine was survived by her parents, Henry and Janet Pennington of 
Kodiak, her sister, Linda Pennington and her fiance, Johnnie Patterson. 
Christine was described by her friends and co-workers as cheerful, 
energetic, loving and helpful person. Christy loved the outdoors and
horses. She competed in rodeos from age 9 to 19.

Christy died while doing the most meaningful thing she found in life.



Alaska Law Enforcement Officers Memorial

Doris V/jyrn Barber
Silka Police Department. July 2 8 .1 9 60

Lcrsy Garvin Bohuslov
Depjrtrr.enl o/ Fi*h & Game. Marc* 5 .106J
Gary Gqorge Wohllel
Ospart/rwnt of Fish and Game. March 5. 1964 
D onald T h om as Dull
Juneau  Police DepartinwU, Ociofcer 19.1964

Kenneth Grant Nnuskg
Craig Poi'ce Departm em . January  30. 1966

B enjam in Franklin  S tron g
Ancnorage Police Deportment. January  A. 1968

T h om as C h arles  Ol/lon
Bothef Police Deportment. Ncremfcor 19 .1972

Dennis Finbar Cronin
Alaska Slat* Troopers, Fabruary IE. 1874
Earl Ray Haggard
Kaichikan PoScc Department. Murcn 30,1974 
Larry nobart Carr
Alaska Slate Trocpers, Decemter 11,1974
Frank Stuart Rodman
Alaska Siala Troopers, DecamCar 11.197<
Jonathon Paul Flora
Andlorags Po,ICe Department, Septembers, 1B75
Richard James Adair
Jurtaau Police Departmonl, April 17,1979.
Jimmy Earl Kennedy
Juneau Poke* Department, April 17,197$

• Harry Edward War 
Anchorage Police Department, October 26,1980
Roland Cdgar Chevalier, Jr.
Ajaaka Slate '’Vocpers, April 4,1962
John t * f r  >aon
Fish & WttcSlfa Pro.ecUon, January 14,1903
Gordon Brewatar Barlcl
Kodiak Ponce Department, January 15.1983
Troy Lynn Duncan
Alaska 9tate Troopers, May 19,1984
David Cameron Harris
56th MP Co F t Richardson, July 23, 1904
tgnahout John Char Ho
Alakanuk Porics Department, May 1C, 1985
Harry Blddlngton Hanson, Jr,
Anchorage Pol’c* Department. July 17.1886

Ronald Eugene Zimin
VPSD S. Naknak, October 22,1906
Louie Gordon Mlzafla
Anchorage Pofca Capartmanl. June B, 1909
Anthony Crawford Jonaa
Dillingham Po&cm Department February 12 ,199a
Karl William Relehua
Juneau Podca Dtparlmenl, Maya, 1992
C.E. "Svvaok" Swackhammer 
Depkrtmenl <4 PtA>ic Safely. October 11,1S94
Ro&art l i t  B fttkk
Afaika Slala Troopers. October 11,1994 
Dan Richard Seely
Anchorage PoSce Department, October 26.1996

The Journal of the Alaska Peace Officers Association Is dedicated to all 
the Peace Officers in Alaska who have been killed in the line of duty since 
Statehood.

The names of these fallen officers are engraved on bronze plates on the 
pedestal of the statue of the Peace Officer, located in front of the Statewide 
Scientific Crime Detection Laboratory. 5500 Tudor Road, Anchorage. These 
namos. and the statue commemorating their dedication to duty along with 
flowers, usually sent anonymously, may be viewed at any time.

The memory of their supreme sacrifice lives forever In the tradition of 
peace officers throughout Alaska. ^
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A M E N D M E N

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE B Y  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  TosTe?.TO: HB 334
Page 1, line 2, following "officer":Insert "or fire fighter"

Page 1, line 6:Following "services":Insert ". a  fire d e p a r tm e n t"Following "or":Insert "th e "

Page 1, line 9, following "services":Insert". a fire d e p a rtm e n t,"

Page 1, line 11, following "government*":Insert "o r  fire d e p a rtm e n t."

Page 2, line 3, following "services":Insert". a  fire d e p a rtm e n t,"

Page 2, line 7:Delete "th e "Insert "fire fighter."
Page 2, line 11, following "(3)":Insert '" ’fire dep artm en t"  m eans a  federal, state, o r municipal fire d ep artm en t o r

a reg u la rly  organized volunteer fire departm en t registered with the sta te  fire  m arsh al;

-1-
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1 14 }"
I

2 Page 2, line 13:

3 Delete "(4)"

4 Insert "15} [(4)]"

5 Page 2, line 14, following "services":

6 Insert ". a fire d e p a r tm e n t"

7 Page 2, line 16:

8 Delete "o r  m un ic ipa l"

9 I n s e r t m unicipal, o r  fire d ep a rtm ent"



A M E N D M E N T

O F F E R E D  IN  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  G R U S S E N D O R F

T O : H B  3 3 4

1 P a g e  1, lin e  9 , fo l lo w in g  "tro o p e rs .":

2  In sert "the village public safety officers p ro g ram ."

3 P a g e  2 , lin e  3 , fo l lo w in g  "tro op ers.":

4  In sert "the village public safety officers p ro g ram ."

5 P a g e  2, lin e  7, fo l lo w in g  "tro o p er.":

6  In sert "the village public safety officer."

7 P a g e  2 , lin e  14, fo l lo w in g  "tro op ers.":

8 In sert "the village public safety officers p rog ram ."
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ROLL CALL: HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE

DATE

SUBJECT

MEMBER YES NO

KOHRING

MARTIN

MOSES

MULDER

DAVIES. JOHN

DAVIS, GARY

GRUSSENDORF

FOSTER

KELLY

THERRIAULT

HANLEY

TOTAL

PASSED

FAILED




