




HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT

Date Referred to Committee: April 30, 1997 FURTHER REFERRALS:

Date of Committee Action: I \  \

The FINANCE Committee considered: HB 234

HOUSE BILL NO. 234 ABORTIONS UNDER GENERAL RELIEF PROGRAM

“An Act relating to assistance for abortions under the general relief program; and relating to financial responsibility 
for the costs of abortions.'’

(ii)

recommends it be replaced 
w ith  the fo llo w in g  com m ittee  su bstitu te  f* “S

[ J a dd itio na l re fe rra l t o __
f | attached amendment(s)

A D O P T S :________________

C om m ittee

Le tte r o f  In ten t

A T T A C H E S  N E W  F IS C A L  N O TE (s): (Dep0 APPRO VES  PR EV IO U S :

[.^1 fis ca l note(s) v - y F  CL [ ] fisca l note(s) __________

[ ]  the same t it le  
^>4- a new  tit le

( D t p / D t u )

[ J zero fis ca l note(s) [ ] zero fisca l note(s)



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
1998 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

BILL NO. HB 234

Revision Date:_____________________________________
T itle : Relating to assistance for abortions under

the general re lie f medical program.______
Sponsor: Rep. Martin___________________________
Requestor:

Dept. Affected Health &  Social Services 
BRU: Medical Assistance

Components: Medicaid Non-Facility 
Serial # 229

EXPEND ITUR ES /REVENUES : (THOUSANDS OF D O LLA R S )
O P E R A T IN G FY 99 F Y 00 F Y  01 FY  02 F Y  03 F Y  04
Personal Services
T ravel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land &  S tructures
Grants, C laims 1346.3 1777.4 2008.5 r  2271.1 2566.3 2899.9
Miscellaneous
T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 1346.3 1777.4 2008.5 2271.1 2566.3 2899.9

C A P IT A L  I I I  i

R EVENUE  | 1 1 1 1

FU N D IN G : (THO USANDS OF D O LLAR S )
General Fund 538.5 711.0 803.4 908.4 1026.5 1160.0
Federal Fund 807.8 1066.4 1205.1 1362.6 1539.8 1739.9
O ther
T O T A L 1346.3 1777.4 2008.5 2271.1 2566.3 2899.9

POS IT IO NS :
Full-T im e
Part-T ime
Tem porary

A N A LY S IS : (A T T A C H  A  SEPARATE PAGE IF  NECESSARY)
This fiscal note assumes that 20 %  o f the pregnant women eligible for Medicaid would 

give birth and remain on Medicaid. This amount is based on statistics by the Alan Gultmacher Inst, 1993.

Prepared by: House Finance Committee
Rep. Mark Hanley, Co-Chair 
Rep. Gene Therriault, Co-Chair

Date:
Phone:
Phone:

1/21/98
465-4939
465-4797
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STATE, OF ALASKA
1998 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL NOTE
BILL NO. HB234

Revision Date:
Title: relating to assistance fo r  abortions under the

general re lie f medical program_______________________________
Sponsor: M artin________

Dept. Affected: Health and Social Services 
BRU: Medical Assistance

Component: Medicaid Non-Facility

Requestor: Finance
COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 229

See a!so -(SN i^

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY99 FYOO FY01 FY02 FY03 FY04
PERSONAL SERVICES 
TRAVEL * 
CONTRACTUAL \  
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT \  
LAND & STRUCTURES 
GRANTS, CLAIMS \  
MISCELLANEOUS

-

5,385.2 7,109.6 8,033.8 9,084.2 10,265.1 11,599.6

TOTAL OPERATING 5,385.2 7,109.6 8,033.8 9,084.2 10,265.1 11,599.6
\

|CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 1 ! i 1 1 i 1
\

|CHANGES IN REVENUES ( \  ) j i j | i

FUND SOURCE ^  \  (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts (

1003 GF Match (
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Menial Health 
Other (please specify)

\  3,220.3 4,187.5 4 .804.2 4 ,741.9 5,358.4 6,054.9
) \  2, 164.9 2,922.1 3,229.6 4 ,342.3 4 ,906.7 5,544.7
>. \

\
TOTAL 5,385.2 7,109.6 8,033.8 9,084.2 10,265.1 11,599.6

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

.. y  .

' (/■_ \
\

Estimate of any current year (FY98) cost:
U

* 0.0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necesya ryr

While this bill requires significant adm inistrative action on the part Of the division to recoup expenditures fo r abortions, it 
e ffective ly  eliminates funding for abortions under section 3, w h ich places abortion procedures as number one on the priority lis t of 
services AS 47 .25 .20 5 . A ll services numbered 1 through 7 have not been funded under General Relief Medical Assistance since 
1986 . \ \

V

This fiscal note assumes that 80%  o f the pregnant wom en eligible for Medicaid would give birth and remain on Medicaid^should 
abortion funding become available. This w ould account fo r 590 wom en, and their children, being added to the Medicaid Program 
annually (newborns receive automatic Medicaid coverage through the ir firs t year* o f life if tha m other is receiving Medicaid at the 
tim e o f birth), FY 99 assumes only partial funding fo r newborns, as their births w ill be scattered throughout the year, w ith  some 
children born in the fo llow ing year. \

The federal match rate for Medicaid has been changed for a three year period, so this fiscal note assumes the higher match rate 
for FY 99-01. w ith  a reduced federal m atch fo r fo llow ing ypars. \

Prepared by: Nancy W e lle r m
Division: Medical ̂ ss lstanc> ,

Approved by Commissioner:

Phone: _465-3355 
Date; 01/16/98

Iren  Ye jlon? Date: \  / /  2 O/ ?  fr
Agency: Department o f  Health A  Social Services

m«v 10/Seifitnolnlt/DAS OHSS

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For fu rthe r distribution in form ation, call the Governor's Legislative O ffice
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CS F O R  H O U S E  B IL L  N O . 234( )

IN  T H E  L E G IS LA T U R E  O F TH E  STATE  OF A L A S K A  

T W E N T IE T H  LE G IS LA T U R E  - SECOND SESS ION

B Y

Offered:
Referred:

Spoii-snrisi: R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  M A R T IN , Green, Kohring, K o tt, Dyson, Sanders, K e lly

A  B IL L  

F O R  A N  A C T  E N T IT L E D

"A n  A c t re la t in g  to  assistance fo r  a bo rtio n s  unde r the  gene ra l r e l ie f  p ro g ra m ."

BE IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

*  Section  1. AS  47.25 .205  is amended to read:
Sec. 47 .25 .205 . P r io r i t y  o f  gene ra l re lie f m ed ica l assistance , fa ) E xcep t 

as p ro v id e d  in  fb ) o f  th is  section , i f  [IF ] the department finds that the cost o f  medical 

assistance fo r  a ll persons e lig ib le  under AS 47.25.120 - 47 .25 .300 w i l l  exceed the 
amount a lloca ted in  the state budget fo r that assistance fo r  the fis ca l year, the 

departm ent sha ll e lim in a te  coverage fo r  medical services in  the fo l lo w in g  order:
(1 ) a b o r t io n s  and  re la ted  services and  supp lie s , su ch  as m ed ica l 

supp lie s  and  e q u ip m e n t, tra n s p o r ta t io n , la b o ra to ry  a nd  x - ra y  se rv ices , p h y s ic ia n  

serv ices, h o s p ita l se rv ices, a nd  pha rm aceu tica ls , used f o r  an a b o r t io n ;
(2) trea tm ent o f  speech, hearing, and language d isorders;

(3) [(2 ) ] op tom e tris ts ’ services and eyeglasses;
(4 ) [(3 ) ] occupa tiona l therapy;
f5 ) [(4 ) ] emergency dental services fo r  adults;

-1- CSHB 234( )
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(6) [(5 ) ] p rosthetic devices not inc lud ing  dentures;
(7 ) [(6 ) ] m ed ica l supplies and equipment o th e r  th a n  those used to  

p e r fo rm  an a b o r t io n ;
(8) [(7 ) ] phys ica l therapy;
19) [(3 ) ] outpatient laboratory and outpatient x -ra y  services o th e r than  

th ose used fo r  an a b o r t io n :
(10) [(9 ) ] am bu la to ry surgical center services o th e r  th a n  se rv ices to  

p e r fo rm  an a b o r t io n ;
(11) [(1 0 )] nonemergency medical transporta tion  o th e r  th a n  

t ra n s p o r ta t io n  to  o b ta in  an a b o r t io n ;
(12) [(1 1 )] outpatient physician services o th e r th a n  se rv ices to  

p e r fo rm  an a b o r t io n :
(13) [(12 )] outpatient hospital services o th e r th a n  services to  p e r fo r in

an a b o r t io n ;
(14) [(1 3 )] in termediate care fa c ility  services;

(15) [(1 4 )] sk ille d  nursing fa c ility  services,;
(16) [(1 5 )] emergency medical transporta tion o th e r  th a n  

t ra n s p o r ta t io n  fo r  an a b o r t io n ;
£17] [(1 6 )] pharmaceuticals o th e r than those used in  an  a b o r t io n ;

(18) [(17 )] inpatient physician services o the r tha n  services to  p e r fo rm

an a b o r t io n ;
(19) [(1 8 )] inpa tien t hospital services o th e r th a n  serv ices to  p e r fo rm

an a b o r t io n .
*  Sec. 2. AS  47 .25 .205 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(b) N o tw ith s ta nd in g  (a) o f this section, the department shall p rov ide  coverage 
fo r  abortions and re la ted services and supplies in cases where a wom an w ho  is 

o the rw ise  e lig ib le  unde r AS 47.25.120 - 47.25.300 suffers from  a phys ica l d isorder, 
phys ica l in ju ry , o r phys ica l illness, inc lud ing  a life -endangering  phys ica l cond itio n  
caused by o r a ris ing  from  the pregnancy itself, that would , as ce rtified  by a physic ian  
licensed unde r AS OS.64, place the woman in danger o f death unless an abo rtion  is 

perfo rm ed.
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My name is Bill Elkinton. I support this bill. Many years ago a government 
leader of the Jews was told, "Get your house in order." I firmly believe that 
elected officials need to hear and heed that call. THIS IS SUCH A TIME!

Recent actions by legislative bodies across America to restore order and 
propriety has refreshed multitudes of our citizens. Welfare reform efforts are 
among those showing great promise of success in restoring a sense of worth to 
many as they leam the benefits of employment. That is more than money!

Over 25 years ago the US Supreme Court conveyed to women and girls the 
"right" to destroy their offspring before birth. That opened the door to a 
multitude of extensions due to judicial activism. Today I wish to address the 
issue of government funding of abortions. The notion that-a class of people 
have been given a "right" DOES NOT convey an obligation of the public to 
fund the exercise thereof.

I have the "right" to travel. Does that necessitate public purchase of my airline 
tickets? Foolish, you say?! Tragically, in many cases during recent decades the 
answer has been YES on the sensitive issue before vou now. The issue ofj

legislative stewardship of public monies is lively and urgent. This proposal 
addresses the issue candidly. Government should NOT fund elective abortions.

The sponsors are to be commended for their courage in calling for this action. It 
is a logical component of fiscal responsibility as well as welfare reform. The 
morality factor also figures in my reasoning. It is not right to conscript monies 
from the public purse to provide goods and services contraiy to the general 
welfare. WE SHOULD NOT PROVIDE needles to the druggies, alcohol to the 
drunkards, nor ABORTIONS to the demanding.

As a teacher and practitioner of CIVICS for nearly half a century, I promote the 
concept of "responsible citizenship.''In closing, I call your attention to the Bill 
of Responsibilities developed and distributed by Freedoms Foundation at 
Valley Forge. Please let me share the Preamble and the first item.



H ill nf IiEajJonstbilittEH
pream ble. Freedom and responsibility are mutual and inseparable; we can ensure enjoyment of 

the one only by exercising the other. Freedom for all of us depends on responsibility by each of us. To 
secure and expand our liberties, therefore, wc accept these responsibilities as individual members of 
a free society:

©o be fully responsible for our own actions and for the consequences of those acticms. Freedom to 
choose carries with it the responsibility for our choices.

® o respect the rights and beliefs of others. In a free society, diversity flourishes. Courtesy and 
consideration toward others are measures of a civilized society.

77[o give sympathy, understanding and help to others. As we hope others will help us when we are in 
ViJ'r *

©

'need, we should help others when they are in need.

o do our best to meet our own and our families' needs. There is no personal freedom without 
economic freedom. By helping ourselves and those closest to us to become productive members of 

society, we contribute to the strength of the nation.

® o respect and obey the laws. Laws are mutually accepted rules by which, together, we maintain a 
free society. Liberty itself is built on a foundation of law. That foundation provides an orderly 

process for changing laws. It also depends on our obeying laws once they have been freely adopted.

® o respect the property of others, both private and public. No one has a right to what is not his or 
hers. The right to enjoy what is ours depends on our respecting the right of others to enjoy what is 

theirs.

~~ro share with others our appreciation of the benefits and obligations o f freedom. Freedom shared is 
^/freedom strengthened.

rrro participate constructively in the nation's political life. Democracy depends on an active citizenry. 
^ J  lt depends equally on an informed citizenry.

® o help freedom survive by assuming personal responsibility for its defense. Our nation cannot 
survive unless we defend it. Its security rests on the individual ‘determination of each of us to help 

preserve it.

“TTfo respect the rights and to meet the responsibilities on which our liberty rests and our democracy 
Kl/depends. This is the essence of freedom. Maintaining it requires our common effort, all together 
and each individually.

Developed and distributed by Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge. 

©1985 by Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge
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Testim ony Regarding

H B  234 - F U N D IN G  FOR A B O R T IO N  U N D E R  G E N E R A L  R E L IE F  M E D IC A L

Before the 
F IN A N C E  C O M M IT T E E  

A L A S K A  HOUSE OF R EPR ESEN TAT IVES  
January 21, 1998

Presented by 
Angela M . Salerno, AC SW  

Executive D irecto r,
Na tiona l Associa tion o f Social W orkers A laska  Chapter
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SOCIAL WORKERS 
ALASKA CHAPTER

318 4th Street, Juneau AK 99801 
586-4438 Fax:586-4439 

naswak@alaska.net

The National Association o f Social Workers (NASW) is the world’s largest organization o f professional social workers. 
NASW's 155,000 members nationwide and 500 in Alaska work in a wide range o f settings at all levels in the public and 
private sectors. Professional social workers focus on vulnerable populations and promote state and federal policies 
which enhance the lives o f the people we serve.

N A S W  opposes H B  234 and  s tro n g ly  recom m ends its  defea t.

Th is b il l w i l l  e lim ina te  the on ly  source o f pub lic  fund ing  fo r abortions fo r poo r women. I f  passed, th is  p o lic y  
w i l l  be cos tly  a nd  u n c o n s titu t io n a l.

•  Research done in 1993 by the A lan  Guttmacher Ins titu te  (A G I) showed that fo r every $1 spent by 
governm ent to pay fo r abortions fo r  poor women, a bou t $4 is  saved in  p u b lic  m ed ica l and  w e lfa re  
e xpend itu re s  incurred as a resu lt o f  the unintended birth .

•  Research on “ Pregnancy P lanning and Wantedness”  done by the A laska D iv is io n  o f  Pub lic Health, Section o f 
M aterna l, C h ild  and Fam ily  Health found that among low -incom e women (annual fam ily  income < $10,000) 
68%  have un in tended pregnancies and 17% have unwanted pregnancies. W hen pub lic  funds are unavailable, 
20%  o f low -in com e  women who want to have an abortion carry the ir pregnancy to term . U nw an ted  
c h ild b e a r in g  has been l in k e d  w ith  costly  consequences fo r  w om en, fam ilie s , c h ild re n  and  the state. 
U nw an ted  c h ild re n :

•  experience m ore mental handicaps and are tw ice as lik e ly  to  receive psychia tric care at government 
expense;

•  are more than tw ice  as lik e ly  as wanted ch ild ren to have a record o f  ju v e n ile  delinquency;
•  are s ix  tim es more lik e ly  to receive some form  o f welfare between the ages o f  16 and 21;
•  are at increased risk  o f  su ffe ring  abuse, neglect, abandonment and removal to foster homes o r ins titu tions.

•  Research done in 1995 shows that women w ith  unintended pregnancies are fo u r  tim es m o re  l ik e ly  to  
experience  p h y s ic a l v io lence  du ring  pregnancy than women w ith  intended pregnancies.

•  T he  A la s k a  S up rem e  C o u r t  has fo u n d  th a t re p ro d u c tiv e  r ig h ts  a re  fu n d a m e n ta l, and that they are 
encompassed in the r ig h t to p rivacy found in the A laska C onstitu tion . State restric tions on pub lic  fund ing  fo r 
abortion make i t  d if f ic u lt  and often impossib le fo r poor women to exercise the ir constitu tiona l r ig h t to safe 
and legal abortion . Passage o f  th is b ill w ou ld  most lik e ly  resu lt in yet another costly  legal battle in  the 
A laska courts.

Thank you fo r  the oppo rtun ity  to present this testimony to the comm ittee.

mailto:naswak@alaska.net
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R E P R E SE N T A T IV E  

P E T E R  KELLY
Mailing A d dress:

119 N. Cushm an, Suite 203 

Fa irb an ks, A laska  99701 

(907) 456-8161

^ le gislatu re

^ n u s c  O f  ^Representatives

While m Jun*u\i

Slate  Capilol 

Juneau, A laska 

99801-1182 

(907) 465-2327

House District 31

M EM O R A N D U M

January 20, 1998

To: H ouse Finance
C om m ittee M em bers

From : Rep. Pete Kelly, C hair
HB 234 subcom m ittee

Subject: Revisions m ade in d raft CS for HB 234

We have add ressed  the m u ltitu d e  of concerns raised during the Finance 
C om m ittee hearing  on HB 234 last M ay, as well as am endm ents proposed 
d u rin g  p rev ious com m ittee hearings on the bill. There are principally three 
changes m ade to HB 234, as follows:

• T h e  financial responsib ility  provisions have been deleted; 
therefore, sections 1, 2, 4, 5, and  6 have been removed.

• The defin ition  of "abortion" contained in section 7 has been 
deleted , because a defin ition  w as included in the final version of SB 24, 
w hich becam e law  last year.

• A n exception for the life of the m other has been added, in new 
section 2.



Abortion: Male coercion and irresponsibility

Consider this: By vesting all reproductive responsibility in the

wcman, a pro-choice male creates a situation in which men can easily 

rationalize their irresponsibility toward women who choose not to abort. 

Plausible? Read on.

As Daniel Callahan puts it, ''If legal abortion has given women 

more choice, it has also given men more choice as well. They now have a 

potent new weapon in the old business of manipulating and abandoning 

women.'' Given that 80 percent of all abortions are sought by single women 

(according to the Alan Guttmacher Institute) the advent of reproductive 

rights has created a situation in which a man can coerce a woman to have 

an abortion b y  denying his responsibility towards her, or even abandoning 

her when she gets pregnant and ' ' chooses' ' to carry the pregnancy to 

term.

According to feminist legal scholar Catharine MacKinnon, ''Sexual 

liberation in this sense does n_.c free women, it frees male sexual 

aggression. The availability of cibortion thus removes the one remaining 

legitimized reason that women had for refusing sex besides the headache. 

The anecdotal evidence for this interpretation is compelling.

Empirical studies have also demonstrated that male coercion and 

pressure play a sizable role in many women's abortion decisions. A  survey 

from the Medical College of Ohio, for example, examined 150 women who 

''identified themselves as having poorly assimilated the abortion 

experience.'' Of the 81 women who responded, more than one-third felt they 

had been coerced into having an abortion. Fewer than one-third initially 

considered the abortion themselves.

In cases where women initially chose to bear the child, their male 

partners were opposed to the decision by a margin of eight to one. In all 

of these cases, the man withdrew his support for his partner " t h e r e b y  

eliminating that alternative.''

Even in Carol Gilligan's famous study _In a Different Voice_, not 

all of the women's abortion decisions she recounts were independent. Male



coercion played an important role in about one-third of the cases cited. 

The men in the women's lives were unwilling to provide their partners with 

the moral and material support for pregnancy, childbirth, and child 

rearing. As one of Gilligan's respondents noted, ''He made me feel I had 

one choice to make and that it was to have an abortion and I could always 

have children another time, and he made me feel if I didn't it would drive 

us apart.''

In all these cases, the logic goes something like this: since the

man was willing to pay for an abortion, and since the woman had a 

constitutional right to get one even if he wished to prevent it, by her 

failure to obtain an abortion she took sole responsibility for the child. 

Therefore, the reasoning concludes, the man should not be liable for any 

child support.

Permissive abortion policy has created a climate where men can enjoy 

sexual relations with little or no concern for their consequences.

Abortion is often misrepresented as solely a women's issue; clearly, 

however, it is a men's issue as well as long as men are interested in 

protecting their sexual liberty.

Women and Children First - a different kind of pro-life newsletter 

h t t p ://www.prolife.org/ultimate/wcfpromo.html

http://www.prolife.org/ultimate/wcfpromo.html
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MEMORANDUM A pril 18, 1997

To: R epresentative Joe G reen, C hairm an  
H ouse Judiciary Com m ittee

Representative Terry M artinFrom :

f *

Subject: HB 234 - To be heard in com m ittee W ednesday, April 23

HB 234 was introduced on A pril 4 and referred to the Judiciary committee. 
This bill proposes to m ake elective abortions the lowest priority  on the list of 
general relief m edical services paid for by the state, and w ould allow  the state 
to recover the cost of an abortion from both responsible parties — the pregnan t 
w om an  and the m an w ho got her that way.

I believe this bill sim ply m akes good sense and was, in fact, inspired by  the 
com m ents of G overnor Knowles, w ho has poin ted  ou t how  unfair it is that 
w e in the legislature d o n 't appropriate  enough  fu n d in g ;under the general 
relief m edical program  for eyeglasses for the poor and em ergency dental care 
for the elderly. I w ould hope he w ould agree it is even m ore unfair that 
those services are bum ped because the state is paying for an elective 
procedure, instead.

A ttached to this m em o are background m aterials you as a com m ittee m em ber 
will find useful in considering this bill. If you have questions about the bill 
o r any  of the m aterials, please contact either m yself or John M anly of m y staff 
a t 465-3783. Thank you for your consideration of HB 234.



Sectional Analysis

HB 234
"Relating to assistance for abortions under the general relief program ; and relating to 

financial responsibility for the costs of abortions."

Sec. 1 establishes the financial responsibility of both parents for the costs of an 
abo rtion .

Sec. 2 w ould  require a p regnan t w om an w ho is seeking an abortion under the 
general relief program  to assign to DHSS the right to recover the costs of the 
abortion  from the other paren t and to cooperate in establishing w ho and 
w here the other paren t is.

Sec. 3 revises the priority list to give abortion services the low est priority  
w hen  fund ing  is insufficient for the general relief program .

Sec. 4 clarifies that the state has a claim against the pregnant w om an for 
abortion  costs and that the perm anent fund dividend of the w om an is a 
resource the state can pursue.

Sec. 5 am ends the current sta tu te  that already allows the state to pursue third 
parties to recover the cost of general relief cash assistance so that the sta tu te  
also includes recovery of abortion costs from  third parties, including the other 
paren t.

Sec. 6 ad d s  an authorization for the state to take a perm anent fund div idend 
to recover the costs of an abortion from a th ird  party.

Sec. 7 contains a revised definition of "abortion."

HB 234 has no effective date  clause and w ould, therefore, become effective 90 
days after it is signed or allow ed to become law.
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H B  234

"Relating to assistance for abortions under the general relief program; and relating to financial
responsibility for the cc. "s of abortions."

House B ill 234 p rov ides a new  measure o f log ic  and consistency to the state's abo rtion  
la w  in  tw o  areas — firs t, in  estab lish ing the procedure 's p r io r ity  on the o ffic ia l lis t o f 
m ed ica l procedures the state w i l l  pay fo r unde r the general re lie f medical p rogram ; and 
second, b y  creating a m echanism  b y  w h ic h  the state can id e n tify  and ho ld  fin anc ia lly  
responsib le the w ou ld -be  father.

The G ove rno r has com p la ined tha t the Leg is la tu re  has n o t app ropria ted  adequate 
fu n d in g  in  the general re lie f m ed ica l p rog ram  to p rov ide  fo r the lowest p r io r ity  items on 
the lis t. These inc lude  such necessities as eyeglasses and emergency denta l care fo r the 
poo r and e lderly . O bv ious ly , the Leg is la tu re  agrees tha t these items shou ld  con tinue to 
be on the p r io r ity  lis t. H ow eve r, i t  is no t log ica l tha t an elective procedure, such as 
abo rtion , shou ld  con tinue to h o ld  a h ighe r p r io r ity . HB  234 w ou ld  e lim inate  the p r io r ity  
sta tus tha t abortions have enjoyed at the expense o f other, more essendal demands.

H B  234 also a llow s the state to  requ ire  paym en t from  the pregnant wom an, e ither 
p a r t ia lly  c r  in  fu ll,  fo r an elective abo rtion  i t  has pa id  fo r under the general re lie f m ed ica l 
p rogram .

A n d  consistent w ith  o the r p rov is io n s  o f state law , HB  234 w o u ld  requ ire  tha t the male 
responsib le  fo r the pregnancy be id e n tif ie d  and he ld  financ ia lly  responsible fo r an 
abo rtion  sought unde r the general re lie f m ed ica l program . C urren tly , under T itle  47, the 
state requ ires a w om an  seeking financ ia l assistance from  the state to id e n tify  the fa ther 
o f he r dependen t ch ild ren . The state then recovers any costs i t  can from  the fa ther 
th ro u gh  the C h ild  Suppo rt En fo rcem ent D iv is io n . I t  is log ica l tha t i f  a fa ther o f a b om  
c h ild  shou ld  be made to  re im burse the state fo r sta te-funded services, so shou ld  the 
fa the r o f an unbo rn  one tha t is aborted.

House B ill 234 represents a n ew  benchm ark in  re qu irin g  accountable parties to accept 
the fu l l re spons ib ility  fo r the ir actions. For too  long, w om en have been able to ob ta in  
free abortions, courtesy o f the state and a t the expense o f others w ho  have m ed ica l 
needs tha t go unmet. A t  the same tim e, th e ir male partners have had lit t le  m ore bu rden  
than to d r iv e  the w om an  to the abo rtion  c lin ic , i f  that; o ften they s im p ly  abandon the 
w om an.

I f  w e  are to con tinue to  have a p o lic y  in  A laska  o f pub lic ly -fu nded  abortion , the state 
shou ld  do  a ll i t  can to co llect from  the responsib le persons.

*•
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If you agree conceptually that this change shou ld  be made, it seems there are tw o ways 
to address the issue:

1) First, exception language could be ad d ed  at the end of each of the follow ing 
sections or subsections: Sec. 25.20.035, Sec. 47.25.150(b), Sec. 47.25.205, Sec. 47.25.220, Sec. 
47.25.240, & Sec. 47.25.240(b).

"This section m ay not be construed  to I a lte rn a te ly : den y  fu n d in g  /  assign  recovery  
r ig h ts  to the s ta te  /  establish cost lia b ility  f o r  pa ren ts  /  etc.] for an abortion necessary  to 
saye.theJ.ife pf a m other whose life is endangered  by a physical disorder, illness, o r ' 
injury and  no o ther medical procedure w ou ld  suffice for that purpose."

2) A less w ordy but m ore controversial way to establish a "life of the m other" 
exception w ould  be as follows:

Everyw here the w ord "abortion" appears in HB 234, insert before it the term  "elective" 
(there are three applicable references to abortion on p. 1, eight on p. 2, th irteen  on p. 3, 
& tw o on  p. 4).

Then, a d d  a new  defin ition  of the term  "elective abortion":

"elective abortion" m eans an abo rtio n  perform ed for reasons o ther than to save the 
life of a m other w hose life is endangered  bv a physical disorder, illness, or injury and 
no o ther m edical p rocedure w o u ld  suffice for that purpose."




