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IN THE LEG ISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

NINETEENTH LEG ISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 
BY THE SENATE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor**): SENATE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE BY REQUEST

A RESO LUT IO N
ft

1 Relating to reconstruction and paving o f the A laska Highway.

2 BE  IT  R E SO LV E D  BY  TH E  LE G ISLA T U R E  O F  THE STATE OF A LA SKA :

J  W H EREA S  the United States aid  Canada entered into an agreement to reconstruct and
4 pa*c the Alaska Highway from the Maska-Canada border to Haines Junction. Yukon
5 Territory, Canada, and the Haines Cutoff Highway from Haines Junction, Yukon Territory.
6 Canada, to the Alaska-Canada border near Haines. Alaska, known as the Shakwak project, as
7 authorized in the Fcdcral-Aid Highway Ac. o f  1973; and
8 W H E R E A S  the Congress authorize i S59.000.000 .n 1973 for the project and has
9 appropriated $47 ,000 ,000 to the Federal Highway Administration for actual construction by

10 Canada: and
11 W H EREA S  the Congress further authorized S20.000.000 a year fo r fiscal years 1993 -
12 1996 under the Intcrmodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act o f 1991 which has been fully
13 appropriated; and
14 W H EREA S , in the last 15 years, the slate has provided $37,000,000 o f state federal-
15 aid highway apportionments to assist in meeting the obligations o f  th.: agreement; and
*6 W H E R E A S  the estimated amount necessary to complete the entire project was in the
17 order o f $260.0fX ),000 in United States dollars; and
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W H EREA S  the state prefers a system o f federal administration with state concurrence, 
rather than state administration, o f this construction project;

B E  IT  R E SO LV E D  that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully requests the United ! 
States government and the Canadian government to honor their agreement and provide the 
additional funds necessary through direct federal appropriations to complete the remaining 
portions o f  the Shakwak project; and be it

F U R T H E R  RE SO LV E D  that the United States Congress is respectfully requested to 
immediately appropriate an additional $94,000,000 to allow work on additional project 
segments to proceed to a bituminous surface treatment standard; and be it

F U R T H E R  R E SO LV E D  that the Alaska State Legislature endorses federal 
administration, with state concurrence, fo r the Shakwak project.

C O P IE S  o f  this resolution shall be sent to the Right Honourable Jean Chretien, Prime 
Minister o f  Canada; the Honourable Diane Marleau, Minister o f Public W orks and 
Government Sendees, Canada; the Honourable Audrey McLaughlin. Member o f Parliament. 
House o f  Commons, Canada; the Honourable John Ostashek. Government Leader, Yukon 
Territory, Canada; the Honourable B ill Brewster, Minister o f  Community and Transportation 
Services, Yukon Territory, Canada; the Honourable John Devries, Speaker. Legislative 
Assembly, Yukon Territory, Canada; the Honorable B ill Clinton, President o f the United 
States; the Honorable A l Gore, Jr., Vice-President o f the United States and President o f  the 
U .S. Senate; the Honorable Newt Gingrich. Speaker o f the U.S. House o f Representatives; the 
Honorable Fredcrico F. Pena, Secretary o f the U.S. Department o f Transportation; Rodney E. 
Slater. Administrator, Federal Highway Administration. U.S. Department o f  Transportation; 
and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U .S . Senators, and 
the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, members o f the Alaska delegation in 
Congress.

42<TRA> -2-



FISCAL NOTE

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

Estlmoto of any current year (FY96) cost: S 

POSmONS

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. SJR 4219% LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision Date: 4/29/96___________________________________________ Dept. Affected;_______________ DOT&PF
Title: 'A Resolution elating ip reconstruction and paving BRU: All_______________________
of the Alaska Hiqiiway.* Component: All _____________________
Sponsor: Senate Transoortatlon
Requeste r N/A COMPONENT SER IAL NO. N/A
Expenditures/Revenues (T h ou sand s  o f D o lla rs )

OPERATING FY 99 FYOO FY 01
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPL IES
EQUIPMENT
LAND 4  STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING

CHANGE IN REVENUES (

FUND SOURCE (Thousands o: Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Matcn
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1006 GF/MHT1A 
Other
TOTAL

PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: (Attacn a separate page if necessary)

Prepared py
Dnnaion:

A p p r o v e d  by .

A g e n c y

Loren Rasmussen. P £ .  
Engineering and

 S,
V. 9 t .■£* ,

is Jcaepn L  Pettorw, Com/roswner
Department ct Transponjlion and Pufrc FecA te i

Phone
Date

D a to

465-2460

irmv-

P R E P A R E R  T O  P R O V ID E  A L L  D IS T R IB U T IO N  C O P I E S  T O  G O V E R N O R  S  L E G IS L A T IV E  O F F I C E
Fc* d v n c u e c n  / i b r r e a o n .  p ie  G o » em o2» 0 * V e

(R e v 0 tA H )9 6 4 d 4 » r .  r t f c S M  P e g .  t  o t  1



SENXTECOMM fTTEE RE*£ 
First Committee of Refer

DATE. 4/26/96 DATE TURNED |^T0 OFFICE: .5 / 7 / 9 4

The Transportation Committee considered SJH42 

Relating to reconstruction and paving of the Alaska Highway.

and recommends: 

[uT-bc replaced witli 

[ ] adopt previous _ CS . 1
[ ] attached amcndmcnt(s)

[ ] adopt Letter o f Intent by _  
{ J further referral to the____

•Coiu*HUee
- CoQ*ftittec

J [ 
[

Senate Bill: 
[i-]-samc title 
[ j new title 

House Bill: 
same title 
technical title 
new: SCR*___I

**fcEV IOUS FISCAL NOTE(S):*
Dale Zero

NEW FISCAL NOTE(S): 
D epartm en t_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Date Zero Fiscal

D oT / P P

( J APPROPRIATION ~ no fiscal note *^wtlude fiscal notes accompanying Coventor’* bill



#• p r o iO c t  H i s t n r y
SIIAKWAK HIGHWAY PROJECT

T h e  o r i g i n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  the A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  a n d  H a i n e s  R o a d  was 
u n d e r t a k e n  b y  the U.S. A r m y  a n d  the U.S. P u b l i c  R o a d s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  d u r i n g  
1942 a n d  1943, a s  p a r t  o f  the s u p p l y  l i n e  to the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  d u r i n g  W o r l d  
W a r  II. A t  the e n d  o f  the w a r , r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  
i m p r o v e m e n t s  to t h o s e  h i g h w a y s  (North W e s t  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m )  w a s  p a s s e d  to 
C a n a d a .

C a n a d i a n  e f f o r t s ,  s i n c e  t a k e o v e r , h a v e  b e e n  d i r e c t e d  a t  the m o r e  s o u t h e r l y ,  
w e l l  t r a v e l l e d  p o r t i o n s  o f  the A l a s k a  H i g h w a y .

In 1955, i n i t i a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  w e r e  h e l d  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p o s s i b l e  u p g r a d i n g  of  
the H a i n e s  R o a d  a n d  A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  f r o m  H a i n e s  J u n c t i o n ,  Yukon, to the 
A l a s k a / Y u k o n  b o r d e r  n e a r  B e a v e r  Creek, Yukon. In 1970, C o n g r e s s  r e q u e s t e d  
that a f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d y  b e  m a d e  f o r  p a v i n g  the H a i n e s  R o a d  a n d  the p o r t i o n  
o f  the A l a s k a  Highwr.y d e s c r i b e d ,  to p r o v i d e  an a l l - w e a t h e r  r o a ' w a y  b e t w e e n  
S o u t h e a s t  a n d  I n t e r i o r  A l a s k a .  T h e s e  d i s c u s s i o n s  c u l m i n a t e d  in a g r e e m e n t ,  
d a t e d  F e b r u a r y  11, 1977, b e t w e e n  the C a n a d i a n  a n d  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  G o v e r n m e n t s . 
T h e  a g r e e m e n t ,  in g e n e r a l ,  p r o v i d e d  that C a n a d a  w o u l d  a r r a n g e  f o r  the 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  the hi g h w a y ,  t o  a j o i n t l y  a g r e e d  a s p h a l t  c o n c r e t e  p a v e m e n t  
s t a n d a r d ,  u s i n g  f u n d s  a p p r o p r i a t e d  f o r  that p u r p o s e  b y  the C o n g r e s s  o f  the 
U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  C a n ada, in part, w o u l d  p r o v i d e  the h i g h w a y  r i g h t - o f - w a y  a n d  
m a i n t a i n  tue h i g h w a y .

T h e  S h a k w a k  H i g h w a y  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  P r o j e c t  c o v e r s  3 2 5  m i l e s  (520 k i l o m e t r e s ) 
o f  w h i c h  5 0  m i l e s  (80 k i l o m e t r e s )  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  n o r t h w e s t e r n  B r i t i s h  
C o l u m b i a ,  the r e m a i n d e r  b e i n g  in  the Y u k o n  T e r r i t o r y . T h e  P r o j e c t  d o r i v o s  
its n a m e  f r o m  t h e  S h a k w a k  T r e n c h  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  o f  tho 
h i g h w a y  runs.
T h e  P r o j e c t  w a s  p r o p o s e d  b y  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  G o v e r n m e n t ,  to p r o v i d e  f o r  tho 
p r e d o m i n a t e l y  A m e r i c a n  u s e r s  o f  the h i g h w a y  (80 to 85%), a n d  h a s  b e e n  f u n d o d  
b y  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  G o v e r n m e n t  t h r o u g h  tho F e d e r a l  H i g h w a y s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  
a n d  d u r i n g  the 1 9 8 0 ' s  t h r o u g h  the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  T h e  d e s i g n  a n d  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  u n t i l  1992 w a s  m a n a g e d  b y  P u b l i c  W o r k s  C a n a d a .  T r a n s f e r  of  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  the A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  to tho G o v e r n m e n t  o f  the Y u k o n  in 
1992 a l s o  p r o v i d e d  f o r  tho t r a n s f e r  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  s i t e  
w o r k  o n  the oroject.

C u r r e nt S t a t u s

In the i n i t i a l  a l l o t m e n t  the 115 m i l e s  (185 k i l o m e t r e s )  o f  tho H a i n o s  Road, 
as w o l l  a s  18 . 5  m i l e s  (30 k i l o m o t r e s ) o f  tho A l a s k a  H i g h w a y ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  
n o r t h  o f  H a i n e s  J u n c t i o n ,  h a v e  b e e n  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  to a B i t u m i n o u s  S u r f a c e  
T r o a t m c n t  (BST) s t a n d a r d .  T h e  c o s t  o f  tho w o r k  w a s  $ 7 4 . 7  m i l l i o n  (US $). 
T h e  c u r r e n t  a v a i l a b l e  f u n d i n g  o f  $ 8 9 . 6  m i l l i o n  (U S $ ) l a r g e l y  t h r o u g h  I S T E A  
f o r  1 9 9 2  to 1 9 9 6  is a n t i c i p a t e d  to r e c o n s t r u c t  64 m i l e s  (135 k i l o m o t r o c )  o f  
tho n o r t h e r n  e n d  o f  tho p r o j o c t  to a B S T  s t a n d a r d  a n d  c o n s t r u c t  a n e w  b r i d g e  
o v e r  tho W h i t e  R i v o r .  S o  f a r  37  m i l o s  (59 k i l o m o t r o s )  o f  th i s  w o r k  h a s  b o o n  
c o m p l e t e d  a n d  s u r f a c e d .  A f u r t h e r  14 m i l e s  (23 k i l o m o t r o s )  is r e a d y  f o r  
s u r f a c i n g  t h i s  s u m m o r  a n d  21 m i l o s  (33 k i l o m o t r o s )  is p r o s o n t l y  u n d o r  
c o n s t r u c t i o n . C o n t r a c t s  f o r  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a n o t h e r  12 m i l o s  (20 
k i l o m o t r o s )  a n d  tho n o w  b r i d g e  o v e r  tho W h i t o  R i v o r  w i l l  b o  lot l a t e r  this 
yoar.

It i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  that an a d d i t i o n a l  $94 m i l l i o n  (U S $ ) w i l l  b o  r o q u i r c d  to 
r o c o n s t r u c t  tho r o m a i n i n g  104 m i l o s  (167 k i l o m o t r o s )  o f  tho p r o j o c t  to B S T  
s t a n d a r d ,  i n c l u d i n g  f o u r  m a j o r  b r i d g o  r e p l a c e m e n t s  a c r o s s  tho Slims, Duke, 
D o n j o k ,  a n d  B e a v e r  R i v o r s .  A n  a d d i t i o n a l  s t a g e  to p r o v i d o  a s p h a l t  c o n c r o t o  
in o r d o r  to c o m p l o t o  tho a g r o o m o n t  c o u l d  bo u n d o r t a k o n  at sonio f u t u r e  dato.

I B  M a r c h  1 9 9 6
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