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CHANNEL ISLANDS STATE MARINE PARK

Tills bill desi%nates 14 islands In the Juneau area as the Channel
Islands Marine Park, under the authority of AS 41.21.300.

This legislation was Introduced at the request of the Juneau Area
Parks Advisory Board that these islands be preserved for the
recreational use of the public under the management of the Alaska
Slate Division of Parks and 'utdoor Recreation. | introduced similar
legislation in 1991. however it did not pass at that time.

There is no private land within the boundaries of the proposed
Channel Islands Marine Park. The islands to be included in the State
Marine Park arc Suedla, Battleship. Indian. Coghlan. Portland. Cohen.
Aaron. Bird. Gull. Benjamin, North. Ralston, and Lincoln Islands. A
portion of Shelter Island Is already in Marine Park status and this bill
would add the remaining non-private land on the island to the Channel

Islands Marine Park.

Marine Park status will enable us to maintain the natural,
cultural, and scenic values of these islands, as well as providing for
ﬁontt[nuatlon of current lawful uses of the areas, including fishing and

unting.

The Channel Island Marine Park carries a zero fiscal note from
the Department of Natural Resources. Llurge your support for SB 34.
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DIVISION OF LEGAL SERVICES

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY
STATE OF ALASKA

1JOSenard Sreet, Suite 400
Juneau Ala.do 99801-2106

QRA>DUM January 24, 1995

s U B JE C T Senate B ill 34, am ending the area w ithin m arine park units and adding
marine park units sectional analysis (W ork O rder N o 9-LS03789N\C)

T o Senator Jim Duncan

FR O M

The bill would m odify the area w ithin the Shelter Island m arine park unit and add additional

m arine park parcels collectively described as "Juneau Channel Islands

B ill section 1 sets out legislative findings and a statem ent o f purpose for the m easure

B ill section 2 am ends the legal description o f the existing Shelter Island m arine park unit,

adding upland parcels and Ilim iting the seaw ard dim ension o f that unit to the 20 fathom

bathym etric line around parcels designated

B ill section 3 adds additional m arine park units in Lynn Canal in the vicinity o f Lynn Canal

and Aukc Bay,luneau, including, ifl've read the notes correctly, Aaron, Battleship. Benjam in,

Bird., Coghlan, Cohen, Gull, Indian, Lincoln. North. Portland. Ralston, and Suedla Islands

all to the 20 fathom bathym etric line around each island
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enhance the purposes of the park as expressed in AS 41.21.150. land
acquired hy the department under this ;ubsec:;on becomes a par: of
the Point 3ridget State Park. i$ 1 ch 23 SLA 1958*

Revisor'j notes. — Enacted as .AS
41.21.130ic* Renumbered in 1988.

aaaaaaaaa

Sec. 41.21.183.
iji The state- owned iand and water described 0 AS 4121, 181 |s as-

signed :0 :he department for control, maintenance, ana development
consistent -vith the ourposes and provisions of AS 41.21.180 —
41.21.183.

> The Department of Fish and Game is responsible for re man-
agement of fish and game resources in the Point 3r:cge: State Pail:,
consistent with the sustained-yiela princiﬁle one the purposes ur.c
provisions of this chapter. The Board of Fisher.es. the Board of Game
and the commissioner of tlsh and game are responsible for adopcr£
requlations governing uses of :Isn and game under AS 18 The :sh
and game habitat and breeding areas snail oe managed to ensure that
the :Isn and game resources of the park continue on a sustained-yie-c
0asis.
ci The department snaiI cor'uit with the Der.irno.nt of Fish arc
Game before adoption of regulations governing puoti*' use of the Pom:
Bridge: State Park.

a) The Department of Fish and Game shall consult with the ie*
par.ment before adoption of regulations governing :'sn and game
management in the Point 3ndget State Park. ~ 1:r. 23 SLA 1988

Revisorj notes. — Enacted as AS
« 21 I1S* Senumoered ir. 1988

Article 3. Alaska Marine Parks.

Secuon
'00 Deciamion it purpose
102. .Uar.a$*fn*nt if.r.ar.r.e paru

Lcipalapve history reports. — -or
.Adoptian Sl( House mtent iutemer.u ft*

Section
JO4. Deis*r.ated :jnd ir.s *ac<:
306 Inc: TiMticie n«j

Uungtogi. 44. SLA 1983.1** 1983 House
Journal. /0 2061 ina 2063



Sec. 41.21.300. Declaration of purpose. a The purpose of as
41.21.300 — 41.21.306 is co estaoiish. subject :0 valid existing rights,
the state-owned or acquired land and wacer described in Ats 41 21.304
as marine park units of the Alaska state park system. The primary
purposes ;n establishing the land and water ireas described in AS
41.21.304 as marine park units of the Alaska state park system are to

»1) maintain natural, cultural, and scenic values:

2) maintain :isn and wilclife resources and lawtui existing uses of
these resources:

«3) promote anc support recreation and tourism in the state.

Ix The land ana water described :n AS 41 21.304 s dedicated as
special ourpose sites under art. VIII. f - of the state constitution. § |

oh rid SLA 1963

Revisor®s notes. — Snac:ed js AS
41.30.351) ?.«*numcer»: n

Sec. 41.21.302. Management of marine parks, a; The state
land and water aescribed in Ad 41.21.304 s assigned to the depart-
ment for control, maintenance, and development consistent vith :r.e
purposes and provisions of Ad 41.21.300 — 41.21.306.

B> The Department frish ana Game s respon’ bi* for the man-
agement of lisn ana game resources on the state .a;— ur.u water :e-
scribed :n Ad 41 21.304 consistent with the purposes of Ad >121 300
— 41.21.306 The Department of Fish and Game shall give written
notice to and consult with the department before adoption )f regula-
tions governing fish and game management in a marine park unit of
the Alasrta state park system.

a The department snail develop a management plan for each ma-
rine park unit of the Alaska state park system to determine the spe-
cific purposes and uses for the unit. The commissioner snail give writ-
ten notice and consult with the Department of Fish and Game, proxs-
mately located municipalities of the state, proximateiy located private
landowners, the United States Forest Service, organizations con-
cerned With conservation, recreation, ana tourism, ana other inter-
ested parties during the preparation of a management plan for a ma-
rine park unit of the Alaska state park system. A management plan
required under this subsection shaii be completed by June 14. 1995.
for each marine park unit established before June 14. 1990. and
within five years of the establishment of the unit for units established
ailor June 13. 1990.

d) The commissioner may not restrict the exercise of rishing, hunt-
ing. or trapping rights permitted under law or under a regulation of
the Board of Fisheries or the Board of Game within a marine pork
unit of the Alaska state park system.



> AS <g) The commissioner shall allow the development of aquaculture

| Ahts. facilities within @ marine park unit of the Ai4~ >cate park system
1.304 under terns and conditions 'hat ensure that the development is com-
Imary patible with AS 41.21.300 — 41.21.306.
_AS if) The commissioner may enter into a cooperative agreement for
lire to ') the management of a marine park unit of the Alaska state park
system with a federal agency, a municipality of the state, or a proxi-
es of mately located onvate landowner for a ournose stated under AS
B 41.21.020(7); or’
(2)  the management of proximately located federal, municipal, or
hi*iis pri\t/ate land as part of a marine park unit of the Alaska state park
system.

ig,L In the management of a marine park unit of the Alaska state

park system the commissioner shall consult and cooperate with a Na-

tive corporation that owns an historical or cultural site granted under

43 U.S.C. 1613(hn 1) <sec. 14<hi(1) of the Alaska Native Claims Settle-

UW ment Act) and that is proximately located to a marine park unit of the
ar:- Alaska state park system. In the management of a marine park unit
of the Alaska state park system the commissioner shall address the

potential conflicts with the cultural and historical values of land

granted to a Native corporation under 43 L'S.C. 1613(h)* I sec.

még: 1_4(h)§1) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act) and snaii pro-

300 vide for appropriate protection to these values.

jen -n) Nothing in AS 41.21.300 — 41.21.306 precludes the use of or

ula- access to bna proximateiy located to a marine park unit of the Alaska

< of state park system or to mineral claims and leases. The commissioner

! shall permit adequate and feasible access across state land within a

. marine Fark unit of the Alaska state park system to and from private

el and public land -within or outside a unit. In the %ra.ntmg of such access

Ipe the commissioner may adopt reasonable requlations to protect the

e natural and other values of tiie marine park unit land and water

pxt-' vi) The commissioner may enter into a concession contract under

raie AS 41.21.027 and AS 36 to Frowde services or construct facilities tn a

ton- marine park unit of the Alaska state park system. (§ 1ch 64 SLA

£ 1983; am § 1ch 67 SLA 1986; am 1 2ch 14 SLA 1990; am ? 13 ch

na- 168 SLA 1990)

lian (f>

(95 Revisor'i notes. — Enacted as AS The second 1390 amendment. crTcctive

mid 41.J0.532. Renumbered in 1953. June 14. 1990. ;n subsection id, deleted

red Effect of amendments. — The first  *ewithin five years’ it the end of the first
L590 amendment added ‘within five sentence and added the third sentence.
years' at the end of the tint sentence of

|nt- subsection tc) and added subsection ).

of
luk
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TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
400 WILLOUGHBY 3RD FLOOR
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99601-1331

DIVISION OF PARKS & OUTDOOR RECREATION PHONE  (307) 4654563

December 15, 1994
Senator J|m Duncan

Room 119 State Capitol
Junead, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Senator Duncan:

Encloged IS the information you re uested on the %uneau Channel
Islands State Marine Park pro osa a esen ed bY e Junefl,u Area
?tate ﬁarks Advisory Board. The ne osa varies onlff S |ghtl]y
rom te one that "almost{ passed g|s ature in 1992 " The
fed er(? goverﬂment will be ret |n|n f entinel agd ittle
Islands, "so this new marine park pro osa oes not include them.
For your information, the map is alread ightly out of date in
thatythe state has rece|ved Tentative Appr aP I ost all of the
Islands.

Alsc enclosed s a draft b || that has ekd or . accurac
with F (f descriptions. e notes on tP\ e | e d|cate thg

arcel described.

|
Islands™in each p
[f you need any f
Si

urther information please call.

William W Gar%|
Area Supermten ent

cc: Neil Johannsen, Director

Enclosures
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TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOF

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
m® WILLOUQHBY. 3Z0 FLGCR

DIVISION OF PARKS A OUTDOOR RECREATION DHONE oy Joni-uT

INFORMATION ON SOUTHEAST AREA
MARINE PARKS & TOURISM DEVELOPMENT
The Alaska State Legislature has created 33 manne oarxs since 1983 for the purpose of:
(1) Maintaining natural, cultural, and scenic values:
(2) Maintaining fish and wilclife resources one lawiu. m m
rosourcos: and

(3) Promoting and supporting recreation and tourism in the state.

In Southeast AlasKa there are now IS marine oark units ranging in size from over 8.GC0
acres to less than 1CO acres located as fellows:

OWL- Marine Parc Unit ocaticn
[?<?? Oliver inlet 16 miies south of Juneau (caoin)
1*181 Chilkat Islands 10 miles south of Haines (undav)
Sullivan Island 20 miles south of Haines (undev)
Shelter Island 25 miles north of Juneau (picnic)
ntzZ Saint James 3ay 40 miles north of Juneau (trails)
[*)r(>  Taku Harder 25 miies south of Juneau (Cock)
Funter Bay 20 miles west of Juneau (dodo
Jce Mace Island 50 miles west of Wrangell (undev)
/flpf ~ Thoms Place 20 miies south of Wrangell (unoev)
fy tb Beecher Pass 15 miles south of Petersourg (undev)
W Dali Bay 12 miles south of Ketchikan (undev)
19?6  Secunty Bay on Chatham Strait
nio Magoun Islands 10 miles NW of Sitka (undev)
/IV?0 Big Sear/Baby Bear Bays 30 miles north of Sitka (undev)
/993 Gnndall island’ 20 miles NW of Ketchikan (cabin)
/19 W 3lack Sanos Beacn* 4 miles SW of Ketchikan ‘'uncev)

'Established by executive action.



JUNEAU CHANNEL ISLANDS

AASTATE MARINE PARK PROPOSAL

Presented by
The Juneau Area State Parks Advisory Board
1994



luneau Area State Parks

400 Willoughby Avenue Advisory Board

(uneau. Alaska 99801
December 15, 1994

This advisory board is again propostq that the Ieg islature and
admi ntstratton sug)port creation of the Juneau Channel Islands State
Marte Par identical legislation passed the House In
1991, and the comp anlon bill died i Senﬁte Rules n 1992 Local
support has alwars been h|gh for this park because there really is
no other % or these islands, Existing use " has
essentially created t ese park lands already.

Our board ir agyomted by the Director of the Division of Parks
and Outdoor Recreation to a V|se him on recreatton matters |n and

around the City and ou% Juneau. em ersh |E) is solicited in
the local media, and the members are usually selected to represent
as broad a range of |nterests ang backgrounds as possinle.

The following members of the board are available to discuss this

proposal:

Gail 3ills, Chair Donna Hud?eon
Jerr Johnson Ramona Liftlejohn
>{<|n risti Herren
3cb Matqson John McConnochie
gehd |||\/Ierroell B?gl?e Mitchell

elley Owens
Susan Schrader Laddie Shaw
Sandy Williams

State Parks staff who have helped in re{)ari th
Bonnie Walters, Administrative Assistant: e
Ranger: and Bill Garry, Area Superintendent (465-4563).

A
Gail Bill3, Chair
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A.

Introduction

Alaska has the opportunity to establisn one of the most wonderful and exciting
parks anywhere in the word right here in our capital city Thirteen islands in
Favorite Channel and Auke Bay near Juneau are proposed as the Juneau Channel
Islands State Marine Park. This proposal also includes an addition to the existing
Shelter island State Marine Parx (SMP) The marine park boundaries would ce
at the 20 fathom depth around each island, easily determined by most pleasure
and all commercial boats.

Four of these islands are within the sheltered waters of Auke Bay and can oe
reached by canoe, kayak or rowboat in nearly any weather. Each has a >ong
history of use by local youths and families for camping and picnicking. The other
nine islands are further off shore and more exposed to storms. Recreation has
always been their predominant use, and because of this use they were selected
from and approved by the federal government for state ownership

All but two islands have one or more sand or gravel beaches suitable for landing
small boats. There is evidence of camping and picnicking at all of these ceacnes.
All the islands have scenic headlands affording breathtaking views of neighDormg
islands against a spectacular backdrop of mountains and glaciers. A broad
expanse of the Chilkat Mountains flank the area to the west, and the worid famous
Mendenhall Glacier, and the glaciers and peaks of the Juneau icefield are visible
to the east. Five of the islands are large enough to provide some hiking, and the
rest are small enough to scramble all over in an hour or less. There are hills to
1.000 feet on the larger islands.

The islands, except one, are covered by typical ram fores: vegetation ncluding
Sitka Spruce and Western Hemlock with a profusion of berry bushes and other
undergrowth. Some of the islands snow evidence of selective tree cutting. There
are trails near the accessible beaches, and a few human artifacts, but the isiancs
are essentially pnstine and undeveloped.

Sea mammals are much in evidence m these waters. Seals to a hundred cr mere
haul out on several of the beaches and there is a regularly used sea lion haulout
at Benjamin Island. Humpback wnaies are often visible, especially in summer
The entire area is within Juneau's most popular sport salmon fishing waters, anc
boats are always nearby in summer There is a resident deer population on three
islands that provide some hunting.

Many species of birds nest on these islands including pigeon guillemots and black
oyster catchers wlrch do not nest on the nearby mainland. Thero are more than
80 bald eagle nests, and eagles are common year-round residents.



B.

Need for .eqisldtion:

Z~* ' M -: s;ature can withdraw over 640 acres from the public dcmal, an:
Zd M --em as Special Purpose Sites (a state park) under the state™s

‘-t Tn e islad beaches of the proposed park are already heavily used
for carrpmg and picnicking and have nearly reached their capacity fur slf-
regulated recreation Litter isnot yet a major problem tut human waste s evident
m the woods near popular campsites Fires are often huilt on forest duff, k.llirg
some large spruce and causing peat fires which smolcer for weeks Juneau is
rapidly becoming a major ecotounsm destination, and commercial guides are likely
to soon be competing with local residents for the limited beaches and campsites
It is essential to institute a management system of the type provided by the State
Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation to preserve the quality of existing
recreational use and accommodate future needs. Only state park management
can meet the need of combining water, intertidal and upland uses iInto one eitity
with adequate enforcement authority to protect the resources while providing for
safe use The need to protect these islands for recreational use iIs recognized by
both the city and state plans. The Juneau Coastal Management Plan and the

Juneau State Land Plan.



C. Objectives:

Creation of Juneau Channel Islands State Marine Park would be an outstanding
addition to Alaska State Parks, providing an island complex not represented by
other units of the Park system. The new park would fully satisfy statutory
requirements for ~tate marine parks including:

1) Maintaining natural, cultural, and scenic values:

2) Maintaining fish and wildlife resources and lawful existing uses of these
resources:

3) Promoting and supporting recreation and tourism in the state.
D. Initial Management:

No costly management is needed immediately Installation of appropriate signs
would be the one obvious first step. Signs with a map and some basic rules
should be placed at the boat harbors and boat ramps advising people to: bring out
their garbage, not build fires on the forest duff under the trees and to properly
dispose of human waste. Leave it clean Some cautions about disturbing wildlife
such as the sea lions on Beniamin island are needed. Information signs could be
placed at several scenic turnouts that overlook park islands along the Glacier
Highway. Signs with park rules should be placed at the landing Peacnes.
Perhaps a register inviting comments and observations would be installed.

Files should be kept on each island with contributions encouraged from staff ano
users so eventually detailed management plans can be perfected.

E. Long Term Management:

A long term management plan for the islands as a park unit snouid oe developed.
As competition for us** of these resources increases, it may become necessary to
determine how the public would like these islands ‘o be managed. Designations
for day use vs. overnight camping, single campsites vs. group campsites, public
vs commercial use and capacity of the various islands to sustain different use
levels may eventually need to be addressed. As use continues to increase
improvements will be needed. Fire places, toilets, tables and gravel tent sites can
enhance public use and can be sited to spread users thus accommodating mere
parties. A system of trails on the larger islands would enhance use and could also
serve to spread people out There is a potential for recreation cabins, especially
on the larger islands where deer hunters as well as summer users would enjoy
them. There may be a potential for some mooring floats at some of the islands
A small inter-island ferry, serving day users and campers, operated by a
concessionaire, may some day be feasible



The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation should develop a icng term
management plan, As improvements are added, normal state park user fees can
be collected

F. Land Ownership:

As part of the Statehood Act, the Federal Government allowed the State of Alaska
to select 400,000 acres from National Forest lands as a land base. The acreages
were to be selected from unencumbered federal lands and used for community
expansion and/or community recreation purposes. All lands within this Marine
Park proposal were selected by the State of Alaska as part of that land selection
process.

As early as 1977 many of these islands were nominated for selection by the City
and Borough of Juneau for recreation purposes. By June of 1S89 this board, the
Taku Conservation Society, the City and Borough of Juneau, and Alaska State
Parks all nominated these islands for inclusion in a state marine park.

All surrounding marine water, tidelands and submerged lands are already owned
oy the State of Alaska, if not desighated as a marine park, these recreational
lands would be managed by the Division of Land. Division ot Land selection
documents indicate that the intent of the selection of many of these parcels was
cased on recognition of their current use and suitability for public recreation.
Tentative Approval and Patents have been issued to the state on some already,
and the Bureau of Land Management is expected to finish Tentative Approval (full
management) within the next few months.

There are only two small parcels of private lands within the existing Shelter island
State Marine Park, .his proposal does not include any private lands.

Juneau International Airport, through the Federal Avation Administration, has
existing rights and fscJities on Coghlan Island. Any future need for facilities to
provide safer landing would be of grea* benefit for the health and safety of all
travellers, including tounsts to the park.



G. Island Characteristics - Individual Island Descriptions

Aaron Island
(0 4 mi. long)

Orth reports that the island was named in 1880 by Capt. L.A. Beardslee. USN, for "a
relative of C.J. Vanderbilt, a local miner." DeArmond, however, indicates that there is nc
record of a local miner by the name of Aaron. Beardslee was friends with J.M. Vanderbilt
for whom he named Vanderbilt Reef, but that family disclaims knowledge of any Aaron.
DeArmond. instead suggests that the island was named for Aaron Cohen, a resident of
Sitka and then Juneau, who owned and operated a brewery in both towns. DeArmond
also believes that Cohen Island and reef were also named after Aaron Cohen.

The island consists mainly of ciiffs and headlands. There is a small landing beach on the
scuth end. There is also a small rocky islet at the NE end with a small beach. Dominant
vegetation on Aaron Island is rain forest and the small rocky islet is covered with
herbaceous vegetation (plants and flowers). Two Bald eagle nests are located on the
island. There is a navigation light and a navigation reflector found on the island. Two
oicmc sites and one camp site are also located on the island.

Battleship Island
(0.1 mi. across)

Apparently a local descriptive name first reoorted by DeArmond in 1957. The island is
mostly a vegetated rock with steep sides and a fairly flat top. There is one poor landing
beach where rocks have been cleared to aid in landing. Large trees are found on the top.
Several camp sites and numerous trails and a lot of litter are present. Island appears to
be used a lot by kids as well as adults Island is readily accessible via sheltered waters.
rAA plans to install aircraft navigation lights and electronics in 1995, Large numbers of
crows roost on island at night.

Benjamin Island
(1.5 mi. long)

Named by Capt. L.A. Beardslee. USN in 1880 when he visited the area. There are three
excellent gravel Peaches on the south end of the island. Each has one or more heavily
used camp stes. There also is a good access beach with a campsite on the northeast
side of the island. Pnmary vegetation is typical ram forest. An important sea lion haulout
.S located on the west side of the island.



3<rd island
(0 1 mi across)

.a-?: - :apt 1a Beardslee and later published on uSC&GS chart 723 n
'532 ~rfz'-37 191*1 the schooner W.H. Dimond went aground cn the island and

/.as a tctal 'css

The .s and is mainly a rock about 60 feet hign with stunted trees on the top Steeo cliffs
cn tne south and west sides East side cf island is less steep and access is difficult put
possible Two Bald eagle nests are on the island Ten to fifteen pigeon guillemot nests
were observed on the cliffs in June and July No evidence of human use cn the island

Coren island
(0 3 m»ie across)

Named by the USC&GS and published cn cnarf 8300 in 1893 (See discussion under

Aaron island) Cliffs and headlands a a'dunc tne island No -nod landing s.tes Ram
forest vegetation and two Bald eagle "ests p'esent



Coghlan Island
(1 mi. long)

Named Oy tne USC&GS in 1885 m honor of Joseph Bullock Coghlan USN. who
commanded the U.S.S. Adams in a survey of the area in 1883-1884. In later years
Coghlan commanded the U.S.S. Raleigh during the Philippines campaign of the Spanish
American War, and served as commandant of the Puget Sound and New York Naval
Shipyards He rose to the rank of rear admiral and retired in 1906 He died in 1908

An FAA navigation beacon is located on the northern point of the island. A small building
with a tramway is also present on the island and is currently being used by the FAA
There are cliffs on the SW side and beaches on the NW and E sides Beaches provide
good access. The island is forested with a berry understery. There is evidence of fire
damage. Pigeon guillemots nest on the NW side. Evidence of camping and picnicking.
The island is accessible by sheltered waters and is reachable by small boats and kayaks
m all seasons. Has significant deer population most years. Good littleneck and butter
clam digging on ncrth end.

Gull island
(0 4 mi. across)

Named m *880 by Capt. L.A. Beardslee. USN. because "it was covered by sea gulls *
Name published by USC&GS in the 1883 Coast Pilot. There is an excellent sancy
oeacn on the south end with a heavily used campsite

Lincoln island
(4.7 miles long)

Named m 1868 by Cnr.dr. R.W Meade. USN. of the U.S.S. Saginaw presunrubly 'or
Abranam Lincoln. 16th. President of the U.S. Name published oy the USC&GS in the

1883 Coast Pilot.

There are gravel and cobble beaches on the east side with low (30 ft.) headlands. A
sandy beach with camp site is located on the southern end. The west side nas cociy
reeky beaches It is exposed to winds and waves of Lynn Canal. The island consists of
lew, well forested hills, with open headlands on the east side and low herbaceous growin
According to USFWS records there are 17 Bald eagle nests on the island Deer are also
present. There are 5 or 6 good landing sites on the oast side and south end. and ail
nave evidence of camping and picnicking use



Indian Island
(0 1 mi across)

Ldcai'sare ..; f ed m 1S62 by the USGS. There are two good landing beaches The
s:and s __i: /ards of the mainland and is accessible ,n all weather conditions
There are :.vo sh.pwrecks. one is awood fish scow abandoned in 1970 on the east shore
In late 195Cs and early 1S60's it was a summer campsite of older natives During that
time they gathered herring roe on hemlock branches. At the same time there was ai~rge
nerring pound between Indian Point and Indian Island for three months during the spring
to harvest halibut bait and live sport fish bait. There are remnants of a Tlingit canoe way
cn the east beach Large trees are on the island, one containing a Bald eagle nest
"here is one much used campsite with quite a bit of litter.

North Island
(0 4 mi long)

Named m 1880 by either Capt LA Beardslee USN, orbyCmdr RW Meade, USN. in
1869 Name was published in the 1893 Coast Pilot by the USC&GS A popular
anchorage for commercial gillnetters f.sn.ng Mab island and Berners Bay Exposed to
northerly winds and seas There is an e*cener.t beach u. the South end tnat is a whale

viewing area



Portland I>land
(1.1 mile long)

Named in 1880 by Capt. L.A. Beardslee, USN. Published in the 1883 Coast Pilot. An
extensive reef with some vegetated hummocks is located on the northern end of the
island. There is a campground with picnic tables located on the western side of the
island. There is a very nice sand beach on the southwest corner, a beach on ti*e east
side, and a gravel beach near the northern reef. There are five bald eagle nests cn the
island and black oystercatchers nest on the reef. Other birds use the north reef for
nesting and roosting.

Old stumps indicate some selective logging years ago. There is a poor trail across the
southern end of the island. The FS picnic site consists of three taDles with cement
fireplaces, and an outhouse. All need maintenance.

Ralston Island
( 1 mi. long)

Named for W.C. Ralston by Cmdr. R.W. Meade, USN. in 1868. Published in the 1883
Coast Pilot. A World War Il CAA (now FAA) radio range station used to be located on
the northern shore of the island. Remnants of the facility are still visible. Antenna and
nouse on the north end. and dock pilings on south end with heavily overgrown read
connect ng them.

Landing beaches on south and east sides. Headlands on east side. Also extensive reefs
on east side. lIsland is connected to Lincoln island at low tides. Ralston isiand s
forested with some open meadows. There are two Bald eagle nests on the siand.
Camping and picnic sites located on the south end.

Shelter island
(9 mi. long)

The island was named in 1869 by Cmdr. R.W. Meade, USN. and published in the 1883
Coast Pilot. There is already a designated manne park on Shelter Island adjacent to
Shelter Cove. This addition would mciuae the center portion with Shelter Lake. There
s an old Forest Servico cabin (not maintained) in the center parcel. Large sandy beach
at Hand Trollers Cove. Also reported remnants of cabins at cove. The island is neavily
timbered with spruce and hemlock and scattered groves of Alaska yellow cedar. Deer
are common on the island and heavily hunted. Southern end of the island was
homesteaded and the homestead was later subdivided and sold, Numerous pnvate
caoms are now located on the southern end of island, several miles from the proposed
marine park addition.



Suedla Island
(0.3 mi. across)

Local name apparently formed by combining the initial letters of several names or words,
its origin is unknown Also known as "Merlin's Island" by local residents.The mam island
has three small gravel beaches on the east side, but other sides are cliffs. There is a
very good sand beacn on the connected islet on the east side The island is close to
shore and has very protected waters. Main vegetation is large trees with typical
undergrowth. Two Bald eagle nests are located on the island. Heavy picnicking and
camping use are noted on the east islet. There are ruins of cabin and fox pens in the
center of the island.

NOTE. Much of the general site and wildlife information was obtained from
Advisory Board member visits to the various islands.
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A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED i d v a a
"An Act amending the area within designated marine park units of the Alaska state
park system, and adding marine park units to the Alaska state park system."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
*Section 1. AS 41 21 304(11) is amended (o read:
(1D Shelter Island: the following described parcels excludin
submerged land seaward of the 20 fathom bathymetric line:
Township 39 South. Range 64 East. Copper River Meridian
Section 29
Section 31
Section 32
Section 33
Township 40 South. Pange 64 East Copper River Meridian
Section 5: NW1/4NE1/4. S1/2NE1/4. NW1/4. S1/2
Section 6
Section 8
Section 9: W1/2
‘Sec. 2. AS 41 21 304 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:
(34) Juneau Channel islands' the following described parcels
excluding submerged land seaward of the 20 fathom bathymetnc line:

Township 38 South. Range 63 East. Copper River Mendian

North i20), Benj (5) Section 13
Ralston N (55) Section 32: E1/2
Ralston SE tip (20) Section 33: SW1/4

DRAFT



DRAFT

Township 38 South. Range 54 East. Copper River Merician

3enj J N. rock (6)
Benjamin 1306)
Senj (5)

3enj (5)

Benj. & S. rock (25)

Section

Section

Section

Section

Section

18: SW1/4

19

20: W1/25W1/4

29: NW1/4ANW1/4

30. N1/2

Township 39 South. Range 63 East. Copper River Meridian

Ralston S tip (5). Lincoln N. (210)
Lincoln (335)

Lincoln (395)

Lincoln (100)

Lincoln (%)

Lincoln (220)

Lincoln 7620)

Lincoln *65)

..ncoin (105)

_;ncoln (365)

jrcsin (140)

Section 4

Section

Section

Section

Section

Section

Section

Section

Section

Section

Section

9

10

11

13: SW1/4SW1/4

14

15

16; E1/2

22: N1/2

23

24: W1/2

Township 39 South. Range 64 East. Copper River Meridian

Gull 51/2 Gull = 25

Gull M1/2 Bird

I
o

3<rd & SE tip Gull
Gull SW tip

Aarcn N1/2 (5)
(Tract A-5 retained Py USFS)

Section

Section

Section

8: SE1/4

9: SW1/4

16

Section 17: NE1/4

Section

34: S1/2

DRAFT



Cohen (5)
Aaron, S1/2 (15)

Portland. N spit (?)

mncian (5) + small
Portland. N. spit (?)
Coghlan, NW (20)
Coghlan. NE (130)

Suedla N1/2 (10) & Battleship (5)

Coghlan SW tip (5)
Portland. N1/2 (30)
Jcrtlard, N spit (?)

ortlard. S1/2 (60)

Sueala. Si/2 (15) = small

Coghlan. SE tip (25)

DRAFT

Township 40 South, Range 64 East. Copper River Meridian
Section 1. W1/2NW1/4
Section 3: NE1/4
Section 36: SE1/4SE1/4

Township 40 South, Range 65 East. Copper River Meridian
Section 28: SW1/4
Section 31: SW1/4SW1/4
Section 32: E1/2
Section 33: W1/2
Section 34: W1/2E1/2. W1/2

Township 41 South, Range 65 East, Copper River Meridian
Section 1: NE1/4
Section 2: W1/2NW1/4. SE1/4
Section 3: NE1/4
Section 11

Tf vnship 41 South. Range 56 East. Copper River Meridian
Section 5 N1/2NW1/4. NW1/ANW1/4ANE1/4

Section 6: NW1/4

DRAFT
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Isi of Islands and Acreages
Island Name Water

Suedla
Battleship
Indian
Coghlan*
Portland*
Cohen
Aaron
Bird

Gull

10. Benjamin
11. North
12. Ralston
13 Lincoln

© 0O~NO 0> WN R

TOTAL

Shelter Island SMP 851 2342 3193
(exist )*

Shelter Island SMP 1751 1200 2951
(pioposed)*

‘| ands are either tentatively approved (T A ) or Patented
Other lands are approved selections, and soon to he | A'4d
ssWater ncrnanos are very approximate



Juneau Area State Parks

400 Willoughby Avenue Advisory Board

luneau. Alaska 99801

December 15, 1994

The Honorable Fran Ulmer
Lh ovVernor

Floor State ‘apitol
PO

Juneau Ailaska 99811-0015

Dear Fran:

EncI?sed 1S a copg of this board's most recent rog)osal to re ues\
th 8g|s|ature nd the a(dm|n|stra |oq Ao crea Juneau

Islan State Marine ar Iso included in proposa an
ﬁdd lon to Shelter Island State Marine Park. These are Iands hat
ave been selected arg Tentatively Approved or Patented to the
iﬁat for the purpose of guaranteeing recreational opportunities in
e

e
Juneau area.
h

In the 1991 1992 legislative sessmn ou fought hard for passage of

HB131 which would have created esse tally the same marine park.

As Zou remember, the comPamon Senate Bill died in Senate Rules,

We op|ng that you will continue your support for this marine

ark |scus n? h|s with Governor K(hovves and obtaining hjs

qu f possible, we would ask the administration to pre-file
i

We are meetmg with the local Ier%ﬂslators and Senator Duncan w il
have the latest dr af t legislatio Perhaps you could discuss this

proposal with him.

Thanks for your heIP This marine park would he a great addition
to the Juneau area for local use and for promoting visitation from
out-of-state guests.

Sincerely,

Bills, Chair

cC: enator J|m Luncan
epresentative Kim Elton
Representative Carcn Robinson



JUMG4U AUDUBON to C O Y
P.0. Box 021725 '«  Juneau, Alaska 99802

Sf nator Jim Duncan
State enate

Alas a State C800| 0l

Juneau, AK 99

Dear Senator Duncan, Feb 3. 1995

| am vvr|t|n on behalf of Juneau Audub% to thank ou for
our efforts |n he crea“o ?f the J uneau annel angs State
bell ve that the isfands would F % anage by the
tat% Par S and we a greC|at your support for this %IS ation
ere are any tors  (or ?fh ers wnn are ?pPom g. SB 34 |
woud like to wrfte tem and explain why this bill"Is so” important
the members f Au ub?n An Su esqons ou miaht have as to
w 0 I3 oREosmg 1 wouid be ea%y appreciated.
Thahk you™ for me opportunity to conmment.
Sincerely,

Katharine T_Coghill
President. Juneau Auaubon



January 26, 1995
Kathys’ &Gary Miller
Juneau, Ak 99803-2436

Representative Caren Robinson
RerEresentattve Kim Elton
Senator Jim Puncan

Dear Representatives and Senator,

We were very happy to read in the Juneau Empire that bills have
be n filed to” make 14 islands in ynP Canal Into a pz’itk We haye
always dreaded the Ethat the “islanas woul ocked up In

P“V é hands the Yvay orse, Colt d arts of S elter have been
ocke We woud e to fee the N s made Ipto sta e Earks
50 Wwe an ou dren will

n
always loe able to use them. you
very much for these bills.

Sincerely,

\
Kathy § Gary Miller

Mr Peter Wﬂgh’[

UIVISION cf sta: e parks rather THAN the DEPARTMENT of natural resources



"*4r| Alaska Environmental Lobby, Inc. Phone: 907-4B3.3366
P.0. Box 22151 Juneau, Alaska J9B02 Fax: 907-4M-3312

SB 34 Marine Parks Additions

'Hie Alaska Environmental Lobby fully supports SB 34 which would
designate thirteen islands in Favorite Channel and Auke Bay as a

State Marine Park. This legislation is needed to protect the islands

for existing recreation use and to accommodate future recreation needs.

The City and State have identified protection of the islands as a priority

in the Juneau Coastal Management Plan and the Juneau State Land Plan.
The island beaches of the proposed Park arc heavily used and are reaching
their capacity for self-regulated recreation. It is essential to institute a
management system for preservation of this area.

Our central concerns are on some resources degradation that is beginning
to occur due to self-regulated recreation. Fires arc often built on forest
duff, killing some large spmce and igniting peat fires which smolder for

weeks.

Only State Park management can consolidate water, intertidal and upland
uses into a single entity with adequate enforcement authority to protect as
well as provide for safe use of the resources.

Creation of the Juneau Channel Islands State Marine Park is urgently
needed and would be an outstanding addition  Alaska State Parks,
providing an island complex unique to the State Park System.

The value of these islands is that they provide very accessible high quality
recreation opportunities for local residents.
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Alaska Sightseeing

Cruise WAst
Q

114 So Araklin &, #200
Juneau. Alaska 99801
(907) 586-6300. (907) 463-3323 FAX

February 21. 199?

Honorable Jim Duncan.

| am writing to indicate support for the Channel Islands State Marine Park proposal. This
area IS a destination for our cruise line. Four of our five small cruise ships (Spirit of Alaska,
Spirit of Glacier Bay, Spirit of '98. Spirit of Discovery) will be arriving to Juneau this year via
Auke Bay. Also planned is an evening dinner cruise in the waters of the(jaroposed park.

| feel that this area has a stron? potential for future recreation and development as a
visitor destination. The legislation betore the Ie?islature now would provide the means by which
this area can be developed to its fullest potential. The designation of the Channel Islands as a
state marine park will enhance this area's attractiveness as a visitor destination.

Sincerely,

* ! |

Larry Johjanscn
Juneau Manager



