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SPO N SO R  STATEM ENT 
S.B. 241 -Studded Tires on Sterling H ighway

This legislation corrects an existing discrepancy on the Kenai Peninsula. 
Specifically, the current statute sets times for allowing studded tires along 
Alaska's paved highways into two areas; one area is north of 60 North 
Latitude and the other area is south of 60 North Latitude.

While this division is very clear and simple for the majority of the paved 
roads within the State, it unfortunately separates the Sterling Highway, a 
much traveled road in South Central Alaska.

Currently, studded tires are prohibited from May 1 through September 15 
from about N in ilchik north to Anchorage. From N inilchik south to 
Homer, however, studded tires are prohibited from April 15 through 
September 30.

Clearly, the driver living in Ninilchik or traveling through Ninilchik faces a 
problem of when to put studded tires on their vehicle and which direction 
they can then legally travel after they have put on the studded tires.

While the law enforcement community has been graciously gentle in 
enforcing this delineation, it reflects poorly on the State of Alaska The 
issue was brought to my attention this fall when a news item on a local 
radio station made fun of the division.

This legislation very simply places the entire Sterling Highway in one area 
- by prohibiting studded tires from May 1 through September 15.

(J T .n u jSO  241 : 1 / 3 0 / 9 6 )
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FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
1996 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

BILL NO. SB 2<*1 I

Revision Date: 2/9/96
Title:
the Storting Highway

An Act relating to tho use of studded tiros on
Dept. AlfoctecL 

- BRU :
DOTAPF

Central Region

Sponsor
Requester

Torqerson
Componont: Design and Construction

Transportation

Expenditures/Revenues
COMPONENT SER IA L NO. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

561

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FYOO FY 01 FY 02
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND A STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
M ISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0 0 .0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 60.0 63.0 66.5 70.0 73.5 77.5

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
FUND SO URCE (Thousands ol Dollars)
1002 Fodorai Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1006 GF/MHTIA
Otfior

54 0
8.0

56 .7
0 .3

59 .8
6 .7

63 .0
7.0

66.1
7.4

69 .7
7.8

TOTAL 60.0 63 .0 66.5 70.0 73.5 77.5

Estim ate of any current '/ear (FY96) c o s t : S 
POSITIONS

0.0

FULL-TIME 01 0 0 0 0 0
PAPT-T1ME 01 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY oj 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a  separate page if necessary)
Lengthened studded tiro uso season will increase wear on pavomont. loading to more frequent pavement 
ropiacomor! (overlay) projects. The  cost of this additional work was estimated as shown on tho attached page. 
Somo increase in road maintenance noods is also fikoty, but tho cost will probably bo small compared to capital 
costs and was not estimated.
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Revision D ate: _____________________________________  Dept. Affected: Public Safety________
Title: Studded nrcs on the Sterling Hwy_______________  BRU: Alaska State Troopers

------------------------------------------------------------------------ Componc nt: Detachments_________
S ponsor: Senator Toritcrson_______________________  _____________________
Requestor: Senate Transportation__________________  COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 0799

F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO: SB 241
1996 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars) (inflation not in c lu d e d )
OPERATING FY 97 FY98 FY 99 _ FYOO FY 01 FY 02
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL

.CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
.EQUIPMENT
.LAND K STRUCTURES
. g r a n t s , cla im s
MISCELLANEOUS ............... ~

-TOTAL OPERATING . •9*. -0-J •o- . . .  -o.

-gAEEEAL. .o-
CKANGC IN RCVCNUCS ( ) •0 - •o. . 0 . •n. •o. •n.

R rrtn u *  Cod*

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
t 1002 Feder.it Receipts

| 1003 GF Match
| 1004 GF

1005 GF/Prooram
1006 GF/MHTIA
Qthgr
ICTAL •0. 1 >o. 0- . . . *9* -o. .0 .

Estimate of current year (FY 95) >mpact: 5
POSITIONS:
I FULL-TIME 0 o 9 9 9 9
I PART-TIME 9 0 9 0 _<2. n
[ temporary 9 9 9 1 0 0 9

ANALYSIS. (Attach a soparato pago if noccssary.)
Thu bid * ii l not have a fiscal impact on the Divuion o f Alaska State Troopers.

P re p a re d  By: Lt. Dan Lem den__________________________________________ P hono  465-3503
Drvision: Alatka State Troopers  Dato: February 12. |90t>

Approved by Commissioner: _ S 1  ,J > . A  t t  Ool.: I t r j f ’t c
Agency: RonaJJ L  Ottc. Department of Pubttc Salcty

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
F&r further OatnCxjbcn mJo/mat(on c*a the Governors LegoJatrvo C«<o

Pag« I of 1



FISCAL N O TE

Dopt. A ffected ;_________________ DOT&PF
BRU: Centrnl Region
Component: D esign  and C on s tru c tion

BILL NO SB 241 .

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 561

Expenditures/Revenues____________   (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 97 FY 9 8 FY 9 9 FY 0 0 FY 01 FY 0 2

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

r TOTAL OPERATING 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0  0

1 CAPITAL EXPENDITURES _ 0  0_ 0 .0 ] 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 _ .. O O J

ICMANGE IN REVENUES I 0  0  1 0 0  J o o j 0 0 0 .0  I 0 .0  |

FUND SOURCE___________________________________________________  (Thousands o t Pollers)
1 002  Federal Receipts
1 00 3  OF M atch
1004  GF
10 0 5  GF/Program Receipts
1 00 6  GF/MHTIA 
C 'rer
TOTAL 0  0 0 0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

Eatlmate o f any current year (FY 96 ) co a t : I  0  0
POSITIONS
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (A ttach a e ep eu te  page if nocossary]
Additional costs associated w ith incorporating the use of studded tires on the Sterling Highway wtil be in tho form 
of a c o ita l project occurtng earlier than originally scheduled. Presently, the area has mixed enforcement. This 
w«il help improve enforcement by providing a consistent period that studdod tires ore banned. In general, etuddod 
tire damage is increasing every year. To quantify that cost is d ifficu lt and actual increased damago over the 
present rate of wear w ill not be significant.

Sam K.to 1% phene: <65-3900
Spac al ASSNtam

QH«ce of ttw ComtTweeionn. Date:

. . . .
1/  Committo «e» 1

Department o f  Trensportetiow end P u b K  Fecttas

mtPAUrn TO PROVIDE All DISTRIBUTION COPIES to GOVERNOR'S ueqislative office
fo' r«Kin*i a u-*vn>o -nio/marorv caa tr# Cora"*x • lajvat-** ori'ta

Prepared by.

Orion: 
Approved by 

Agency:

Reviilon Dalo : 2 /1 5 /9 5 ___________________________________ _ _ _ _
Title: An A ct relating to tho m e  of studded tirea on the
Sterling H ig hw ay  _____________

Sponsor: Torosrson
Requester: Transportation__________________________________________

STATE OF ALASKA
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SECTIONAL ANALYSIS 

SB 241 - STUDDED TIRES ON  STERLING H IGHW AY

SECTION 1. Amends current statute 28.35.155(a) by exempting the 
Sterling H ighway from the latitude division line for motor vehicle 
operation with studded tires or tires which chains.

(JT mi)SO 241 1/30/%)
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Amendment* P ropo««J (ORAFT)

The Division recommends that section 1 be amended (o state that AS 28.35.155(a). Operation of \elude with certain tires 

prolubited. is repealed and reenacted to;
(a) It is unlawful to operate a motor vchidc with studded tires or tires with chains attached on a paved highway or toad:

(1) from May 1 through September 15, inclusive, north of t»0 North Latitude;
(2) from April 15 through September 30. inclusive, south of 60 North Latitude, except on a paved portion of the 

Sterling Highway, or

(3) from May 1 through September 15, inclusive, on any paved portion of the Sterling Highway.

(a) It is unlawful to operate a motor vehicle with studded urcs or tires with chains attached on a paved highway or road:

(1) from May 1 through September 15. inclusive, north of 60 North Latitude or on any paved ponton of the Sterling 

Highway, or

(2) from April 15 through September 30, inclusive, south of 60 North Latitude, except on a paved portion of the 

Sterling Highway.

Or
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