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S e n a t o r  F re d  F. Z h a r o f f
Alaska State Legislature

In  Kodiak: P.O. l?o\ 405, Kodiak, Alaska 99615 (907) 486-5259 (Fax also)
in Juneau: Stale Capitol, Room 121, Juneau, Alaska 99801*1182 

Phone: (907) 465*3473 • Fax: (907) 463*3043
1 ~ State Senate District C . ----------

K o d ia k  I s la n d  &  R u ra l  S o u th e a s t  A la s k a

S f i m P J l S I A T E M M E
SI? 196

SB  196, "A n  A c t n am in g  the n ew  m a r it im e  fe r r y  v e sse l K o n ia g "  w a s  
in tro d u c e d  at the su g g e s t io n  o f  the m a y o r  o f  the C ity  o f  O ld  H a rb o r , w h ich  is a 
c o m m u n ity  o n  K o d ia k  Is la n d .

T h is  b i l l w o u ld  n am e  the A la s k a  M a rin e  H ig h w a y 's  n ew  ve sse l th e  M /V  
K o n ia g . S ta tu te  re q u ire s  th a t the n am e  o f  m a r in e  h ig h w a y  v e s se ls  be 
e s ta b lish ed  b y  law  and  be a fte r  a g la c ie r in  A la sk a .

K o n ia g  G la c ie r  is lo c a ted  o n  the S ou th e a s t s id e  o f  K o d ia k  Is la n d . C u r r e n t ly  a ll 
th e  n am e s  o f  the  m a r in e  h ig h w a y  v e s se ls  a re  d e r iv e d  f ro m  g la c ie rs  in  
S o u th e a s t  A la s k a , S o u th c e n tra l A la s k a  o r  the K en a i P e n in su la . K o d ia k  has 
been  an  im p o rta n t  p a rt o f  th e  m a r in e  h ig h w a y  sy s tem  fo r  o v e r  3 0  y ea rs . S ince 
the n ew  v e sse l w i l l  be  u t i l iz e d  in  S o u th w e s t A la s k a  as w e ll as S ou th ea s t 
A la s k a , I b e lie v e  it a p p ro p r ia te  to  re c o g n ize  a g la c ie r in  S o u th w e s t as the 
n am e  fo r  th e  n ew  v e sse l.



Chapter 65. A laska M arine H ighway System.

Section
20. Naming of vessel or facility

S ec . 1 9 .6 5 .0 1 0 . D u t y  s ta t io n  o r  p o r t  c h a n g e  fo r  e m p lo y e e s  o f  th e  
A la s k a  m a r in e  h ig h w a y  s y s te m .  (R e p e a le d , § 5 2  ch  5 9  S L A  1 982 .)

Sec. 19.65.020. Naming of vessel or facility, (a) A vessel or facil­
ity of the Alaska marine highway system constructed or acquired by 
the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities under AS 
19.60 — AS 19.65 may be given a name only by law.
^(b) A maritime vessel shall bear the name of an Alaska glacier.

(c) A vessel used principally on the inland waterways of the state 
shall bear the name of a historical vessel which used the rivers of the 
state. (§ 2 ch 4 SLA 1981)



P.O. Box 109 
Old Harbor. Alaska 99643

CITY OF THE THREE SAINTS
1907) 286-2203 OR 286-2204

FAX: 286-2278

November 13. 1995

Senator I red /haroll 
Room 121 
State Capitol 
Juneau. Ak 99801-1182

Dear Senator /haroll.

I am writing to you to request a name tor the newest addition in the Alaska Marine 
Highway System (Ferry). With my understanding it is a tradition to name a new vessel 
alter a glacier.

As this vessel may ser\e the Alaska Peninsula, and Kodiak Island I would like to 
submit the name ‘Koniag’'. lor this new vessel's name. Koniag v ilaeier is on the I .S.i i.S 
map. I Tils glacier is located approximately 10 miles Northwest of did Harbor, in the 
mountains adjacent to Mt. Koniag which is the Highest point on Kodiak Island.

Please lonvard this request to ihc proper agency it the naming o l these vessel’s arc not 
through the state legislature.

Sincerely.

Rick Hems. Mavor

enclosed; I S t i.S map



State of Alaska Department of

Transportation and Public Facilities

TO N Y  K N O W L E S
Governor
P.O. Box 110001
Juneau. Alaska 99811-0001
NEW S R E LE A S E

Joo Perkins 
Commissioner 
907-465-3900 

FAX: 907-586-8365

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: O c t o b e r  11 ,  1 9 9 5 9 5 - 2 3 9

SH IP Y ARD  SELECTED TO BU ILD OC EAN C LA S S  FERRY

C o m m i s s i o n e r  J o e  P e r k in s  a n n o u n c e d  t o d a y  t h a t  a M is s i s s ip p i  s h ip b u i ld e r  h a s  b e e n  
s e l e c t e d  to  d e s i g n  a n d  bui ld t h e  n e w e s t  a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  s t a t e ' s  M a r ine  H i g h w a y  
S y s t e m .  T h e  s t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  & Publ ic  Faci l i t i es  will c o n t r a c t  
w i t h  H a l te r  M a r ine  of  G u l fpo r t ,  M is s i s s ipp i  for  a n  o c e a n  c l a s s  fer ry  c a p a b l e  of  
c a r r y i n g  1 2 0  a u t o m o b i l e s  a n d  a s  m a n y  a s  7 5 0  p a s s e n g e r s .

" A l a s k a ' s  M a r in e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  is a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  of  t h e  N a t iona l  H i g h w a y  
S y s t e m , "  P e rk in s  s a id .  " U p g r a d i n g  n a t i o n a l  h i g h w a y s  in A l a s k a  is an  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  
o '  G o v .  K n o w l e s '  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  ini t ia t ive.  B a c k  in J u n e ,  t h e  G o v e r n o r  c o m m i t t e d  t o  
i n v e s t  $ 1 2 0  million p e r  y e a r  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  t w e l v e  y e a r s  t o  u p g r a d e  n a t i o n a l  
h i g h w a y s  in A l a s k a .  This  n e w  fer ry  w a s  d e s i g n e d  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  of  r e s i d e n t s  of  
c o a s t a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  f r o m  K o tc h ik a n  to  U n a l a s k a  t o  h e lp  u s  b e t t e r  m e e t  the i r  
n e e d s .  It will b e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  a d d i t io n  to  o u r  f l e e t  o f  e i g h t  v e s s e l s . "

H a l te r  M a r in e  w a s  a m o n g  t h r e e  s h i p b u i l d e r s  t o  e x p r e s s  a n  i n t e r e s t  in t h e  p r o j e c t .  
The i r  bid of  $ 8 0 , 4 7 6 , 8 5 4 ,  inc lu d in g  all o p t i o n s ,  w a s  l o w e s t  of  t h o s e  s u b m i t t e d  a n d  
w a s  s l igh t ly  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  e n g i n e e r ' s  e s t i m a t e .  T h e  a c t u a l  c o n t r a c t  p r i c e  for  t h e  
v e s s e l  will d e p e n d  o n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of  o p t i o n a l  i t e m s  b y  t h e  s t a t e .

T h e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 8 0  foo t  v e s s e l  will f e a t u r e  a  rol l -on /ro l l -of f  d e s i g n  c a p a b l e  of 
c a r r y i n g  1 2 0  v e h i c l e s .  T h e  v e s s e l  will b e  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  a  v e h i c l e  e l e v a t o r ,  s i d e  
d o o r s  a n d  a  s t e r n  r a m p ,  a n d  d e s i g n e d  to  o p e r a t e  a t  e x i s t i n g  s t a t e  fac i l i t ie s .  A 
h e l i c o p t e r  d e c k  will s u p p o r t  e m e r g e n c y  r e s p o n s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  a l l o w  t h e  v e s s e l  
to  b o  u s e d  a s  a n  e m e r g e n c y  c o m m a n d  p o s t  w h e n  n e e d e d .  T h e  v e s s e l  will 
a c c o m m o d a t e  5 0 0  to  7 5 0  p a s s e n g e r s ,  d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  r o u t e .

H a l te r  M a r in e ,  Inc. ,  a  s u b s i d i a r y  of Trin i ty  I n d u s t r i e s ,  is a l e a d i n g  p r o d u c e r  of  
v o s s e l s  for c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  mil i ta ry  c u s t o m o r s .  C o n s t r u c t i o n ,  u s i n g  m o d e r n  
m o d u l a r  t e c h n i q u e s ,  will t a k e  p l a c e  a t  t h e  c o m p a n y ' s  faci l i t ie s  in P e a r l t o n .  
M is s i s s ip p i  a n d  N e w  O r l e a n s .  L o u i s ia na .

De l iv e ry  of  t h e  v e s s e l  is e x p e c t e d  in 1 9 9 8 .  T h o  n o w  o c e a n  c l a s s  fe rry ,  a s  y e t  
u n n a m e d ,  will b e  t h o  n e w e s t  a d d i t i o n  to  t h o  s t a t e  ferry f le e t  s i n c e  t h e  A u ro ra  w a s  
p l a c e d  in s e r v i c e  in 1 9 7 7 .

3 0 -
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