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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
Session: Interim :
State Capito l M F M O  716 W  4th Avenue
Juneau A K  99801-1182 Anchorage A K  99501-2133

T O : G e o rg e  U te rm o h le , A t to rn e y
L e g a l  S e r v i c e s

\ j , l \  f f \ v  T ^ o n S -1

F R O M : A n n e tte  E .  K re itze r, A id e  to
S e n a to r  L o r e n  L e m a n

D A T E :  A p r i l  1, 1995

R E : Sen a te  J o in t  R e so lu t io n  co m p a n io n

P lease  prepare a S J R  co m p a n io n  to L S 0 9 6 2 \ C  re la ting  to  postage 
stam ps h o n o r in g  w ild  A la sk a  sa lm on .

T h e  sp on so r is Sen a to r Le m a n  (C a p ito l  R o o m  115).
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H O U S E  J O IN T  R E S O L U T IO N  N O .

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BV REPRESENTATIVE ELTON

Introduced:
Referred:

A  R E S O L U T IO N

Proposing postage stam ps honoring wild Alaska salmon and centuries of continued

use of wild A laska salm on for subsistence, sport, and  com mercial fish harvesters.

B E  IT  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

W H E R E A S  the cold, clear, clean waters o ff Alaska's 34,000 m ile  coast are the w orld’s 

greatest resource fo r natural, w ild  sa lmon; and

W H E R E A S  A laska's rivers and streams are the nurseries for the world 's most 

im portant and productive runs o f w ild  and natural salmon; and

W H E R E A S , in the pristine waters o f A laska, the five species o f A laska salmon mature 

in  an unmatched natural environment that provides them w ith superior flavo r , co lor, and 

texture; and

W H E R E A S  w ild  A laska salmon have increased in  numbers year after year, and 

W H E R E A S  A laska's w ild  and natural salmon are a mainstay o f A laska's com p lex 

subsistence economy and lifesty le , p rov id ing  protein and add ing to the rich com plex ity o f 

A laska 's diverse cultures; and

W H E R E A S  subsistence harvesting o f  salmon a llow s extended fam ilies  to support 

themselves in  m ean ing fu l, productive work in  areas o f the state that do not have cash
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economies to sustain the protein needs of Alaskans; and

W H ER EA S Alaska's wild and natural salmon play an increasing role in the state's 

visitor industry, attracting sport anglers from around the world who are served by a growing 

lodge, charter boat, and tourism industry; and

W H ER EA S participation in recreational fishing in A laska has grown from 46,000 

anglers at statehood to 426,514 anglers in 1993; and

W H EREA S there were more than 2,500,000 angler days o f fishing in Alaska in 1993;

and

W H ER EA S sport angler expenditures translate into gross business revenue o f about 

$500,000,000 and several thousand jobs in Alaska; and

W H ER EA S the premier sport fish in Alaska is wild, natural salmon; and 

W H ER EA S wild Alaska salmon account for more than 90 percent o f all salmon 

harvested commercially in the United States each year; and

W H EREA S exports of wild Alaska salmon help balance the United States trade deficit

because more than 50 percent of the Alaska commercial harvest o f salm on is sent overseas; 

and

W H ER EA S exports of wild Alaska salmon were worth nearly $750,000,000 in 1993, 

the last year for which accurate customs numbers are available; and

W H ER EA S more than 35,000 jobs in Alaska rely on the seafood industry and the 

seafood industry is the largest private sector employer in Alaska; and

W H ER EA S the salmon segment of the seafood industry is the oldest com ponent of

the industry and one o f the most important elements in the industry;

BE IT  R ESO LV ED  that the Alaska State Legislature supports recognition o f wild 

A laska salmon through the issuance o f United States postal stamps recognizing the five 

species o f wild Alaska salmon and centuries of continued use of wild salmon, Alaska's most 

im portant renewable resource and a resource that is managed on a sustained yield basis for 

the benefit o f subsistence, sport, and commercial harvesters.

C O PIE S of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable M arvin Runyon, Postmaster 

General, United States Postal Service; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable 

Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, 

members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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