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DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

POSITION PAPER

B ill N o . SJR 22 

Sponsor: Sen Hoffman

Division: Commercial Fisheries Management tnd Development

Bill Title: Research on Fisheries and Marine Mammals in the Bering Sea

Department Position: Support

BackgrggniN^sislaiiye.Intent

In recent years, there have been observed changes in the populations o f  some important Bering Sea fish 
and marine mammal stocks The resolution requests Congress fund an ecosystem study o f the Bering 
Sea in an attempt to understand the mechanisms causing the population changes

Analysis o f  Bill/Proeram Effects:

The proposed legislation has no direct affect on the department’s programs However, funding o f  the 
recommended study could provide insights that woula improve management o f the Bering Seas fish 
and mammal populations.

Date

Frank Rue
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY  THE SENATE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

OfTcred:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATOR HOFFMAN

C S  F O R  S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  N O .  22(RES)

A RESOLUTION

Requesting research  on fisheries and m arine m am m als in the B ering Sea.

BE IT  RESO LV ED  BY T H E  LEGISLATURE O F T H E  STA TE O F  ALASKA: 

W H ER EA S the Bering Sea is one of the most productive Fishing areas in the world;

ind

W H ER EA S the harvc. fisheries resources in the Bering Sea totaled 4,740,000,000 

jounds in 1993 and 4,600,000,000 pounds in 1994; and

W H ER EA S the harvest of fisheries resources in the Bering Sea was worth 

5843,000,000 to com mercial fishermen in 1993 and $893,000,000 to commercial fishermen 

n 1994; and

W H ER EA S fish and marine mammals from the Bering Sea arc a principal source of 

iubsistencc foods for the communities of western Alaska; and

W H E R E , *3 the abundance of northern sea lions has declined by 70 percent since 

1959; and

W H ER EA S the productivity of northern fur seals on the Pribilof Islands has declined 

ignificantly since 1960; and

W H E R E A S the abundance of shellfish in the Bering Sea has declined precipitously 

n recent years resulting in a closure of the Bristol Bay red King crab fishery in 1994 and in

-I- CSSJR 22(RES)
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reduction in the ubundancc o f Tanner crab to less than a third of 1991 population levels; and 

W H E R E A S the biomass of pollock in the Aleutian Basin and western Bering Sea has 

declined substantially in recent years due to overfishing and continues to decline despite a 

closure of pollock fishing in the "Donut Hole" area since 1992; and

W H E R E A S certain western Alaska chum salmon stocks have declined during the last 

five years in spite o f  a five-fold increase in the total abundance of salmon in western Alaska 

since the early 1970s; and

W H E R E A S  the biomass of arrowtooth flounder and other flatfish has increased 

significantly (up to a ten-fold increase for some species) in the eastern Bering Sea since the 

early 1970s;

BE IT  R E SO L V E D  that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully requests the 

Congress to provide funding to the appropriate federal agencies and institutions to conduct 

studies o f the Bering Sea ecosystem to discover the causes of and to make recommendations 

for addressing the dram atic changes occuiring in the abundance of fish and marine mammals 

in the Bering Sea; and be it

FU R T H E R  R ESO L V E D  that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully requests that 

the Congress d irect the National Marine Fisheries Service to work wnh federal and state 

agencies, and institutions whether public or private, to ensure that efforts arc not duplicated 

and studies arc not redundant in addressing this important issue.

C O P IE S  o f this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Al Gore, Jr., Vice-President 

of the United States and President of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Newt Gingrich, Speaker 

o f the U.S. House o f  Representatives; the Honorable Bob Dole, Majority Leader o f  the U.S. 

Senate; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, 

and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in 

Congress.

22(RES)



Session:
State Capitol
Juneau AK 99801-1182

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
MEMO

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

RE:

George Utcrmohle, Attorney 
Legal Services

via fax: 2029 2 pagefs

Annette E. Krcitzcr, Aide to /  ,
Senate Resources Committee (I
April 28, 1995 V

Final CS for SJR 22, Fish and Marine Mammal Research

Interim:
716 W 4th Avenue

A nchorage AK 99501-2133

Please lraft a FINAL Resources Committee Committee Substitute for SJR 22 incorporating 
the attached amendment.

Please deliver the final CS to Senator Leman’s office (Room 115). There were no further 
changes.



AMENDMENT 4 t  S  ?  <—

4/28/95

O F F E R E D  IN T H E  S E N A T E :

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully requests that 
Congress direct the National Marine Fisheries Service to work with federal and state 
agencies, and institutions whether private or public to ensure that efforts are not duplicated 
and studies arc not redundant in addressing this important issue.



Tho Tundra Drums Th u ro d o y , A p ril 20, 1995

ALASKA’S COASTAL COMMUNITIES AT RISK?
T h e  N o r t h  P a c i f i c ,  o n c e  c o n s id e r e d  

inexhaustib le , is at risk. I h e  e co sy s te m  is 

s h o w in g  c le a r  s ig n s  oi s tress in  d e c l in e s  o f  

r e g io n a l  m a r in e  m a m m a l  a rid  b ir d  

p op u la tion s, esp eria lly  th ose  that d e p e n d  on  

co m m e rc ia lly  im p o rta n t fish for foo d  In so m e  

ureas ol the Her m g Sea and  ( lull o f A laska, king 

crab , o p il io  a n d  b.iird i ta nn er crab , sh r im p , 

p o l lo ck ,  p a c i f i c  o c e a n  p e r c h ,  h a l ib u t  a n d  

g reen land  tu rbo t are a lso in d e clin e , resu ltin g  

in re d u ce d  fish in g  lim e  or co m p le te  fish ery  

clo su res .

O v e r f i s h i n g ,  u n s e l e c t i v e  c a t c h  o f  

h u n d r e d s  o f  m il l io n s  o i p o u n d s  o f  fish  as 

b y c a t i h ,  w a s t e ,  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  

m is m a n a g e m e n t a re  th re a te n in g  th e  o ce a n . 

I ' i s l T i e s  a n d  e c o s y s t e m s  th a t  h a v e  

s u s t a i n e d  c o a s t a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  fo r  

g e n e ra t io n s  a re  al risk  W e  d o n ’t w a n t w h a t 

h a s  h a p p e n e d  w i t h  t h e  N e w  E n g l a n d  

fish e r ie s  c r is is  to  h a p p e n  here .

Y o u  ca n  h e lp ! Sena to r led  S te v e n s  and  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D o n  Y q .u ng  c a n  m a k e  a 

d if fe r e n ce  — b u t only if llicy hair from you. 
S e n a to r  S te v e n s  a n d  R e p re se n ta tiv e  Y o u n g  

chair the  co m m itte e s  in C o n g re s s  resp on s ib le  

for re fo rm in g  the M a g n u so n  A ct, o u r  n a t io n ’s

Marine Fish 

Conservation Network

p r im a ry  fisheries law. lint l im e  is sh o rt and  

th ey  n eed  to hear from  y o u  today!

U r g e  th e m  to  m a k e  o u r  f is h e r ie s  a n d  

01 eun s  I' u llh y  and  p ro d iic  liv e  b y  v o t in g  to:

• C l e a r l y  e s ta b l i s h  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o v e r  

e c o n o m ic s  as th e  lo p  p r io r ity  o f  th e  A c t  

b y  de l r m in in g  f is h in g  le v e ls  b ased  on  

s o u n d  m a n a g e m e n t p ra ctice s , not s h o r t ­

te rm  e c o n o m ic  lac tors ar p ro fits ;

• S to p  th e  n e e d le s s  b y c a t c h  a n d  w a s te  

ca u sed  o y  in d iscr im in a te  fish ing  p ia c liccs ;

• R e fo r m  F is h e ry  M a n a g e m e n t C o u n c i l s  

lo  m a k e  th em  r e s p o n s iv e  lo  th e  p u b l i c  

in te re st, no t b ig  b u s in ess  in terests; a n d

• P ro te c t h a b ita t e sse n tia l lo a l l  l i fe  stages 

o f  f is h  fro m  d e s t r u c t iv e  d e v e lo p m e n t  

a ctiv ities.

C o a s ta l  c o m m u n it ie s  a n d  cu ltu r e s ,  le n s  o f  

th o u sa n d s  o f  jobs, a s o u r ce  o f re crea tion  tor 

m illion s, and  the  health  o f the  o ce a n s  d e p e n d  

u p o n  it.

C A L L  O R  F A X  S E N A T O R  S T E V E N S  T O D A Y  A T  2 0 2 / 2 2 4 - 3 0 0 4 ;  2 0 2 / 2 2 4 - 2 3 5 4  ( f a x )  

A N D  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  Y O U N G  A T  2 0 2 / 2 2 5 - 5 7 6 5 ;  2 0 2 / 2 2 5 - 0 4 2 5  ( f a x )
,M - . !I

A LA SK A  M EM B ER S O F T H E  N E T W O R K :
A laska M arine  C o n serv a tio n  C ouncil • C ity  of St. P a u l/B e rin g  Sea C o a litio n  • G reen p eace

• * j  • » • *
K odiak C o n se rv a tio n  N e tw o rk  • N o rth  Pacific F isheries P ro tection  A ssocia tion  • Trustees for A laska



i t #
S e n a t o r  L y m a n  F .  H o f f m a n

A laska  S ta te  Leg islatu re
S ta te  C ap ito l • J u n e a u , A la ska  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  •  (9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 - 4 4 5 3

Sp o n so r Statement 

Senate Jo in t Reso lu tion  No. 22

DlaliMJ Adak AkJarhak Aklak 
Akulan Alrknnglk Amchltka 
AtkaAtmautluak At lu
Oclkofsk)
Ucthcl 
Chefnmak 
Clugnik 
Chtjynk Lagoon 
Chlgnlk Dike 
Clark's t’otnt 
CokJ Day 
Dillingham 
Dutch Harbor 
Eck 
Egcgik 
Ekuk 
Ekwok 
FaDr Fnss 
Goodnews Day

Wugl*lllamna Ivanof Day Kulgluk King Cmt King Salmon Klpnnk Kokhanok
KokhanokDay in th e  w o r ld . T h e  h a rv e s t o f  fish e rie s  re sou rce s  in the B e r in g  Sea  to ta le d  4 ,6 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0Koliganrk Kotvglganak Kwcthluk Kwlgilllngok lovelock Manokotak Naknck Napaklak Napuklak Nelson Digoon New Stuyahok 
Ncwhalen Nikolski Nondaiton Nunapltchuk Oscamllc Ikxlro Day fVrryMlIe Pilot FoUlt 
Flatlnum Pint Alaworth 
Fort Hriden Unit Muller 
Mortage Creek Qnlidugak Saint George Island Saint Paul Islandssndivunt c litim  stocks h ave  co lla p sed  de sp ite  a f iv e - fo ld  in c rease  in  the to ta l a b u n d an c e  o r  sa lm on
5 .ernvj 
.-xnith Naknck 
Squaw Harbor 
Togtak 
TUntutuUak 
Tkrtn Mills

P.O Box 886 • Bethel. Alaska 99559 • (907) 543-3541ulca

B e fo re  the S en a te  R esou rc es  C om m itte e  
A p r i l 2 6 , 1 9 95

T h is  S en a te  J o in t  R e so lu t io n  requests  C on g re s s  to p ro v id e  fu n d in g  f o r  the 

a p p ro p r ia t e  agenc ies to c o ndu c t s tud ies o f  th e  B e r in g  Sea ecosystem . T hese  s tu d ie s  a re  

in ten d ed  to seek the causes o f  the d ram a t ic  dec lin es in th e  B e in g  Sea fish  a n d  m a r in e  

m am m a l p o p u la t io n s . S J R  22  a lso  asks that re c om m en d a tio n s  he m ad e  to  re s o lv e  these 

p o p u la t io n  changes .

B e r in g  Sea fish  a n d  m a r in e  m am m a ls  a re  th e  p r in c ip a l so u rc e  o f  su b s is ten ce  fo od  

f o r  us in S o u th w es te rn  A la s k a . T h e  t ie r in g  Sea is on e  o f  th e  m ost p ro d u c t iv e  f ish in g  a re a s

p o u n d s  in 1 9 9 4 , w h ich  w e re  w o rth  S 8 9 3 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  to c om m e rc ia l f is h e rm en . H ow ev e r , th e  

n u m b e rs  o f  these fish  an d  m a r in e  m am m a l re sou rce s  h ave  been s in k in g  s ig n if ic a n t ly  f o r  the 

past th re e  decades.

T h e  b iom ass o f  A le u tia n  B as in  and  w este rn  B e r in g  Sea  p o lla c k  h as d e te r io ra te d  

su b s ta n t ia lly , w h ich  m ay  he d u e  to o v e r- fish i*  g. T h e  p o lla c k  b iom ass  c o n tin u e s  to  fa ll 

d e sp ite  a c lo su re  o f  p o lla c k  fish in g  in the "D o n u t  H o le "  a re a  since 1 9 92 . In  re cen t y e a rs , 

th e  a b u n d an ce  o f  B e r in g  Sea sh e llfish  has p re c ip ito u s ly  d e c lin ed , re su lt in g  in  (h e  1994 

c lo s u re  o f  the B r is to l B a y  red  K in g  c ra b  fish e ry . C u r r e n t ly ,  th e  T a n n e r  c ra b  p o p u la t io n  is 

less th an  a th ird  o f  (h e  1991 p o p u la t io n  leve ls . In  th e  last fiv e  y e a rs , c e rta in  w es te rn  A la sk a



since the  early I970's. A dditionally , (he population o f n o rth ern  sea lions has gone down by 

70 percen t since 1959, nnd the  p roductiv ity  o f P rib ilo f Island n o rth e rn  fu r  seal has dropped  

since 1960.

W c need to evaluate the Bering Sea ecosystem and  p inpo in t the cause o f the 

deterio ra tio n  in fisheries and  m arine ma mma l  populations. W c c a n 't afford to w ait until  

o u r  fisheries a rc  closed because the  sen lion is placed on the endangered  species list. My 

sponsorsh ip  o f S JR  22 is an effort to address the declines in (lie B ering Sen m arine 

resources so that  ou r  subsistence lifestyle and  com m ercial fishing econom y will be 

p reserved .




