


S E N A T E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T

F i r s t  C o m m it t e e  o f  R e f e r r a l

DATE: 2/9/96 FURTHER: Finance

Date of 5-Dav Notice: DATE TURNED n  Q ,
(in accordance with Uniform Rule 23) INTO OFFICE: A  ' P ' f  v

The Resources Committee considered SB 27G

Relating to the authority of the Department of Natural Resources to allow credits against fees at state 
historical parks.
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S p o n s o r  S t a t  c m c nl.

Sena te  Bill 278

Sena t e  Bill 278 was i n t r o d u c e d  to a d d re s s  co nc e rn s  ra i sed  
by the  Ke t ch ikan  Area  S t a te  Pa rk s  Advisory  Board  and  the 
K e t c h i k a n  G a t e w a y  Borough  Assembly.

SB 278 would  p rov ide  a mechan i sm  by which the Division 
of  P a r k s  an d  O u t d o o r  Rec r ea t i on  could a c q u i r e  two smal l  
p a r c e l s  o f  l and  a d j a c e n t  to T o t e m  Bight  S t a t e  H i s to r i c a l  
P a r k .

The  pa r ce l s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  held by Ke t ch ikan  Publ ic  L' til i ties
as the  site of  a diesel genera t i on  plant .  KPU plans  to vacate  
the  p r o p e r t y ,  wh ich  would  t hen  r e v e r t  to  t he  K e t c h i k a n  
G a t e w a y  B or ou g h .

SB 278 would  a l low DNR to of fer  c r ed i t s  aga in s t  Tecs paid 
by c o m m e r c i a l  t o u r  o p e r a t o r s  f o r  p a y m e n t s  m a d e  to a 
m u n i c i p a l i t y  f o r  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  wil l  m i t i g a t e  o r  a l l ev i a t e
access ,  conges t i on  and  p a r k i n g  p rob l ems  at  h i s t or ica l  pa rk s .  
The  Division of  Pa rk s  an d  O u t d o o r  Recrea t ion  ha s  i ndica ted
tha t  use of  this  provis ion at  any s ta te  h i s tor ica l  p a r k  o t he r  
t h an  T o t e m  Bight  is un l ike ly .  In  any event ,  t he  a u t h o r i t y
wou l d  s u n s e t  on  D e c e m b e r  31,  2000.  T h e  t h r e e  y e a r
w indow is needed to avoid d r a w in g  too qui ckly aga ins t  the 
f e e s .

IKttrMi A

• Kmtulun •  Kupmnot •  V rfim  Uio<k • IVimKi j  • v t i -r jr  •  Sfdu •  Wl



S p o n s o r  S ta temen t  - SB  278  
Ease . .Two

To tem  Bight ,  a 12 .5 ac re  sta te p a r k  loca ted n o r th  o f  the C i ty  
o f  K e t c h ik a n ,  had  an e s t im a ted  1 6 0 , 0 0 0  v i s i t o r s  in 1 9 9 5 ,
abou t  h a l f  o f  them a r r i v i n g  on c om m e rc ia l  t o u r s .  In  1977  it
w a s es t imated  that ‘ he p a r k  cou ld  h and le  between 6 3 6  and
74 4  peop le  at one t ime . A c tu a l  use now exceeds 9 2 5  peop le
in  the p a r k  at once.

T h e  p a r k  o n l y  has  seven  p a r k i n g  spaces  f o r  busses  and  
o f ten  the re  a r e  up to 21 busses p a r k e d  in the lo t ,  on r o a d  
s h o u ld e r s  and  at a n e a r b y  g i f t  s h op .  P a r k  s t a f f  is now-
adv is ing  in d ependen t  t r a v e l e r s  and  loca l  p a r k  use rs  to pay 
a t t e n t i o n  to the c ru i s e  sh ip  s chedu le  and  av o id  the p a r k
when the sh ips a r e  in town.

T o  m i t i g a t e  th i s  o v e r c r o w d i n g  and  c o n g e s t i o n ,  D N R  is 
p r o p o s in g  that the t o u r  o p e r a t o r s  pay  f o r  acqu is i t ion  o f  the 
b o r o u g h - ow n e d  p a r c e l s  to  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  p a r k i n g  space 
a n d  a d d i t i o n a l  a t t r a c t i o n s  such  as t r a i l s  a n d  a c a r v i n g  
d e m o n s t r a t i o n  a r e a .

T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and  P u b l i c  F ac i l i t i e s  has 
i n d i c a t e d  a n  i n t e r e s t  in d e v e l o p i n g  a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n
enh an c em en t  p r o j e c t  a l o n g  the r o a d  at T o t em  B igh t  i f  the 
l a n d  becomes a v a i l a b l e .

T o t e m  B ig h t  is a v a l u a b l e  asse t .  T h e  s ta te  has inve s ted  
m o r e  than  a m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  in cap i ta l  im p r o v em en t s  to  the 
f a c i l i t y  o v e r  the pas t  ten y e a r s .  By a c q u i r i n g  these tw o  
p a r c e l s  we can sp r e ad  ou t  the use a r e a ,  enhance  the p a r k  
and  m i t ig a te  the p r o b l e m s .
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Craig Moora, 211Q Socond Avenue, said ho io tho choir of the Ketchikan Area State Parka Advisory 
Board. The board woa plouaod to see thotr roquoat on tho agenda /or tho Borough to endoroe and 
support tho addition of lando to tho Totom Bight State Parke. Ho hopeo tho Borough will agree .ills 
Ic tho boat uso for this property. Thoy wont tho roquool on this year's legislative priority Hot. Thoy 
hope It la not too lato to do that. Thle would old tho Division of Porks In obtaining funds to purchoso 
tho two tracts of land. Ho understands KPU will be vacating ono of the parcels. They feel this tract 
will bo espoclally bonoflclal to the park. This would bo a very good use of the land. The plan lo to 
uso it for porklng and for a totem carving project. It Is a good area for viewing tho park. The Board 
urgoB the Assombly to look favorably on tholr roquost and hopefully the Ketchikan Area State Parks 
Advisory Board can got this on tholr legislative priority list.

In rosponno t* Asscmblymcmbcr Elkins, Mr. Mooro said tho Kotchlkan Aroa Stoto Porks Advisory 
Board looked at tho fee structure for tho pork sovoral yoars ago. They researched It thoroughly. The 
fee was roisod. Ho lo not sure If tho feo will bo raised again. Totem Bight raises quite a bit of money 
for tho Division of Porks. It Ir doflnltcly profitable. He doesn’t know what Saxman charges for tht.r 
tours. Tho local legislators were Involved when tho foe was ralsod. Tho park Is a very popular 
uttractlon, not only to the local rosldonts, but tho visiting tourists. Ho just returned from Moxlco 
whoro ho loarnod that anything with hlBtory, archeology, and anthropology Is a very Important 
attroctlon. Pooplo nil ovor tho world aro Interested In It. Our natlvo culture Is very popular. The park 
h  undergoing a management plan through the Division of parks. That Is why thoy would llko to add 
theso parcels to tho pork. It would mako It easier for tourists that want to view that nron.

In response to Asscmblymembcr Mltchol, Mr. Moore said thoy would cortalnly like to huvo both Tract 
M and L. It the Borough decides not to roloaso both parcels, porhaps It would bo roconsldorod In 
the futuro. It Ib adjacont to tho tldolonds and has some trail potential.

Assemblymombor Yctka said the agenda statement given to the Assembly statos tho Borough may 
hove a need for Tract L for a location to placo wusto or rocycllng contalnors. Sho asked Mr. Mooro 
tr this was just going to bo usod for vlowlng and to protoct tho tldolandn.

Mr. Moore said yes. Those were some of tho Idoas tho udvlaory bourd hud for that truct. Ho Is not 
sure what the Management of tho Division of Parks has In mind. They do Msten to tho local Advisory 
board. Tho Board wants to keep tho view shod along that aroa. Tract L Ir stoop and narrow.

Mayor Carlton said the community priority Hot lo flnlshod for thle year. If the Assembly approves thle 
request, tho Assembly could sund a letter of support.

i, i m ^M n  wwudiHuiP.nunjiijiu plukuy. i n  uinfiw
ldy pascod. Ho epoko to a lot of pooplo who aro not In favor of It. Hob^M rfTu got 

bypassed tftJfb^Qho procoss. Ho did not seo o referendum on tho ballot or onyt hjpym o la Just about 
to the point of i Ii7TTniMt|(nii llilnii to see If he can get this overturned:JJ^(MfUrTe of the good guys 
who takes care of his garf

Monagor Body oxplolnod how tho exem ptohNt^uk^ya^fro can bo oxemptod. Reason:, for recolvlng 
an oxomptlon aro (1) If you can't be s c r v c c ^ S p f ^ ^ r o  part of an aroa that gets pickup alroad> 
llko a mobllo homo court, and (3)jf^ li^ f fr s o n  does s e ^ e ^ c y c lln g  things such os composting 
and burning. ~

Mr. Solloo nnlil j>aTTTln llko he was bypassed and did not get a chance to IcrTTfe^scm bly know 
how hc^lM fJout the passage of the new regulations. He doesn't feel this will help w lth m ^lym p lng . 

<s pooplo will probably dump ovon moro In thoso places, bocauso thoy will bo Iroto. Hoi
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Consideration of a roauns\ from tho Ketchikan Arpn. State PprKp^dVlcQIlLBQIU^lPJupPQ rU llglt 
roouest to acquire the small borough*ownod tract.gf JnjLd fldlBBflnlJg Totem Bight Stofo.Histprlg fM K

M/S Tlpton/Yotka to place tho ncqul8ltlon nnd/or land swap of Tracts L & M (ASLS 81*39; 0.575 
acres), bo placed on the Legislative Priority list by menna of n lettor to tho Stato.

ABaomblymcmbor Yetko sold Mr. Mooro said with tho Borough's support by adding Tract L, tho Stoto 
Parks would favor a stipulation for locating recycling bins on that property. The transfer could bo 
contingent upon reaching an agreement for recycling bins on that proporty. Thlo would give them 
use of the adjacont land.

Assemblymembcr Coyne said this would all come up with tho purchaso. Tho stipulations would bo 
addrossod thon.

Assemblymembcr Mltchcl said he is not auro tho two concopto aro compatible. There would bo tho 
otato park thut Is for tourists along side a recycling ploco.

Assemblymembcr Yotka sold It was Just for tho bins.

Assomblymombor Mitchol said at first ho was In fe;or of tho Idea. Ho wondorod if thore wasn't an 
area closer to town.

Assomblymomber Yetka said a fcnco could be constructed.

Manager Rody said he wanted to bring this up bocauso It Is the only parcel In that area that could 
bo uaod for that purpose. If you have been out thoro It Is o long ways uway. It may be the Aoaombly 
muy decide later not to uso this property for a recycling bln.

Assemblymember Chcnhall snld we have to romombor thut Tract M Is still being usod by KPU ond 
will not bo available until the generator la moved.

M/S Mltchol/Chcnhall to voto on tho tracts soparatoly.

MOTION DECLARED CARRIED BY VOICE VOTE WITH ONE "NO" VOTE.

Mayor Carlton asked for a roll call voto on Tract M.

Upon roll call, tho voto on tho motion wa6:

YES: COYNE, ELKINS, YETKA, CHENHALL, MITCHEL, TIPTON

NO: NONE

ABSENT: CONLEY

MOTION D EC U R E D  CARRIED.

Assomblymomber Mitchel said Tract L can bi ooclded later. Tho Aosombly Is In the mlddlo of tho 
whole solid waslo thing. After determining w h e v wc aro with that ond docidlng if wo need the land
or nc*, wo enn mnko tho swop Intor. He feels the core properly Is Tract M. Tract L may hovo utility
for the Borough.

Mayor Carlton oskod for a roll call vote on Tract L.
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Upon roll coll, tho voto on tho motion woo:

YES: COYNE, ELKINS, YETKA, TIPTON

NO; MITCHEL, CHENHALL

ABSENT: CONLEY

MOTION DECLARED CARRIED.

v»i ]

)rovlded bv Ordlmnco No. 983 odopted 12/4/95)

considered earlier In the meeting.

Conaldorolton of Resolution No. 1258 establishing tho amount of the non-areawlde dlspqyfffeo ond 
authorizing tS^mandatory porvnrenwido monthly residential solid waste collection f j

Thore was no acf^n taken.

Introduction of OrdlnrKfco No. 985 providing for altcrnatlvoB to propavm ontj/propoity taxesupon 
re p ln t

This woo considered earlier meeting.

Consideration of bid award for r ir^ o c k  Inspection ond repalrsji^thc MA/ Bob Ellis to Aloaka Ship 
ond Drv Dock Tor $250.425

This was considered oarller In the mootl?

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, EXECUTIVE, AC 

Manager’s Report

1ATORS

Monagor Rody sold ho wanted to give Asrfm blym cm bfli^oyne an onawor for his question on why 
It takes 30 days to got an onowor frora^ne Planning Department. Tho porson understood he was 
asking about the Carllslo condltlorpn uso pormil. It wourckbc thirty days boforo tho Planning 
Commission will meet and then tl^ y  will be able to glvo you y ^ ir  answer. The othor question was 
how many day caro centers hayrcondltlonal uso pormlts. R lg h \o w  they know of none. What tho 
Borough has done, 19 sent ojpnottors lotting the day caro providorrN'pow thoy muut get conditional 
use permits.

Mnnngor Rody said h/toould  llko to thank Chief John Voln and Chlof Korfryolmes and their staffs 
for continuing offajffi to got wotor down to the Mountain Point Sorvlco Are^. They worked hard 
getting tho MouaRIn Point Servlco Area wutor during the cold spell.

Monogor RalV •■Id  Craig Moore spoko earlier. He Is negotiating with him to be tho Iflluiector for tho 
Indoor Romrotlon Contor. Bocauso the amount of money l9 beyond his contracting authority, he will 
be bringing a contract back to tho Assombly for upproval at the next meeting. Ho Is golHoto offer 
$45jpO0 for a yonr’s worth of work ond out-ohpockot oxponsos. The Borough will roquostVr havo 
o jtfn d . Ho foolo Mr. Mooro Is competent and capoblo and he looks forward to having him ontSprd. 

-RnrW  r ^ lf t  h o  hnrt tw o  m io n ln  n n o lv  fo r the n o s lt lo n .

►
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