


' FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. SB201
1993 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date: Original Dept Affected Natural Resources

Title: An Act relating to the employment of BRU: Resource Development
emergency fire-fighting personnel by the commissioner of... Component: Forest Msnagment & Development
Sponsor Senator_Lincoln

Requestor Component Serial No. 435
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING'EXPENDITURES FYyo7r FY?8 - RVCj FYo1 FYo2"
PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND S STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 '0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
(CRPTArEXPENDITURES ' | — oor — Qfl 0d 001 0.01 0.0]
fCMNgEHTHEVKNUES () | =mee 00 ' 00 ~'00 oot 00 0]
FUNDS O U R C E (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1005 GF/MHTIA

Other

TOTAL 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Estimate of any current year (FY96) cost: $ none

POSITIONS

FULL-TIME 0 = = - O 0 Om = 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 "0 0
TEMPORARY -0 0 0 0 0 0
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This is a zero cost fiscal note for the operating budget. Funding will bo provided by the agency(s) requesting fire
management work other than wildland fire suppression. This bill would provido DNR authority to hire EFF crows

under AS 41.15.030 for firo management work.

In FY95 the Tivislon received approval through tho capital budget to receive and expend up to $300.0 in federal
receipts to supply Emergency Firo Fighting crews to federal agencies on a reimbursable basis. (Reference: SLA94,
SB363. Sec 10. Pg 10, Ln 23). This bill provides hiring authority to DNR to utilize EFF for other fire management
work under AS 41.15.030. The Bureau of Land Management, National Park Sorvico, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
and tho U.S. Forest Servico have identified proscribed burning projects which require approximately 300 days of work
for trained firo fighting crews. This work cannot bo offectvoly or efficiently conducted without a trained workforce.

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBI MON COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
isaroi Xi5 «e» For further distribution infon lation call tho Governors Legislative Office ng* i «e i



A laska S tate L egislature

State Capitol
Juneau AK 99801

MEMO

Nancy Quinto, Senate Secretary

FROM: Annette Kreitzcr, Aide to  ( )
Senate Resources CommittccVLN -
DATE: March 27,1996
RE: CSSB 201: Fire Fighting Personnel Employment

On March 18,1996, the Resources Committee adopted a blank committee substitute for SB
201. The motion was by Senator Taylor, and no one objected. The work draft adopted
was 9-LS1474NC by Luckiiaiipt dated 2/10/96. The committee held the bill over to March
25, when qucsdons about fiscal notes were resolved and the bill was passed from

committee.

I neglected to properly ftll out the committee report and to turn in the committee substitute
adopted by die committee. Attached is the committee substitute adopted and moved by the

committee. Please correct the record.

Thanks.



© ©o N o o1 b~

10
1
12
13
14

9*LSI1474\F

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 201(RES)
INTHE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
NY THE SENATE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATOR LINCOLN
A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
"An Act relating to the employment of emergency fire-fighting personnel by the

commissioner of natural resources."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 39.25.110(19) is amended to read:
(19) emergency firc-fiuhting personnel [FIRE FIGHTERS] employed
by the Department of Natural Resources for a fire emergency or for fire prevention
and related activities conducted under AS 41.15.030:
* Sec. 2. AS 41.15.030(b) is amended to r* id:

(b) The commissioner may hire emergency fire-fighting personnel, and shall
establish classifications and rates of pay for the emergency fire-fighting personnel
consistent with the compensation paid by other fire-fighting agencies. The
commissioner may adjust the classifications and rates based on findings of the federal
Bureau of Land Management for Alaska. The commissioner mav assign emergency

fire-fighting personnel to conduct fire SUpprSSiOﬂ, harard reduction, fire

-1- CSSB 201(RES)
/lgw 7>xt 1/ndtrlinrd (DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



Ei”entiont hahjtot.restoration orjm projm m ~and.pther.related activities,in,
emergency and nonemcrgcncy circumstancces. Tlic,a”ignment of emergency _fire;
fighting personnel to nonemcrgency activities mav not he used to replace
permanent or seasonal state employees.

CSSB 20KRES) -2-
Sew Teyc Vnrlcrlinert (DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

9-LS1474\C
Luckhaupi
2/10/96

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 20I( )
INTHE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
BY

Ottered:
Referred:

Sponsorfs): SENATOMLINCOLN?)
A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
"An Act relating to the employment of emergency fire-fighting personnel by the

commissioner of natural resources."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. A”™ 39.25.110(19) is amended to read:
(19) emergency fire-fighting personnel [FIRE FIGHTERS] employed
by the Department of Natural Resources for a fire emergency or for fire prevention
and related activities conducted under AS 41.15.030:
* Sec. 2. AS 41.15.030(b) is amended to read:

(b) The commissioner may hire emergency fire-fighting personnel, and shall
establish classifications and rates of pay for the emergency fire-fighting personnel
consistent with the compe. sation paid by other fire-fighting agencies. The
commissioner may adjust the classifications and rates based on findings of the federal
Bureau of Land Management for Alaska. The commissioner mav assign emergency

firejjghdng personnelmo conduct..firc suppression,, hazard, reduction, fire

-1* CSSB 201( )
#ry >.xr "ntlerlinrd [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

prevention, habitat.restoration or improvement, nnd other related activities in
mierEyncY.apd_Qonerner ncy circumstances, The,assignment of emergency fire-
fighting, personnel to npnemen/encv activities. may not be used to replace
permanent or seasonal state employees.

CSSB :oh ) -2
rexc vnd*rlir.*d [CEZE7ED TEXT 3RACKETZD1



.ENATE COMMITTEE REI® RT
First Committee of Referral

DATE: 1/8/96 FURTHER: Finance
Date of 5-Day Notice: DATE TURNED A
(inaccordance with Uniform Rule 23) INTO OFFICE: A L i

The Resources Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 201

“An Act relating to the employment of emergency fire-fighting personnelby the commissioner of
natural resources.’

and recommends: Senate Bill:
: same t|t|e
| ] be replaced with CS neovmsteneI||
| | adopt previous CS J | same title
technical title
| | attached amendmcnt(s) new: SCR*
| | adopt Letter of Intent by _ Committee
| | further referral to the Committee
NEW FISCAL NOTE(S): PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTESS?:* _
Department Date  Zero Fiscal Department ate  Zero  Fiscal

I IAPPROPR|AT|ON - no fiscal note einduce fiscal notes accompanying Governor's bill



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. SB201

1996 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date: 22-Mar-96 Dept Affected Natural Rcsourcos

Title An Act relating to the omploymont of GRU: TO BE DETERMINED

emergency fire-fighting personnel by tho commissioner of... Component: Now « TO BE ESTABLISHED
Sponsor Senator Lincoln

Requestor. Senate Rotourccs Component Serial No. TO BE ESTABLISHED

Expenditures/Revenues
OPERATING EXPENDITURES
'PERSONAL SERVICES---------
TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

[CAPITAL EXPENDITURES" tf " ouf ECOT 00| og ] op
[chANge IN REVE .JES ( ) 0.0| 0 0] 00| 03] 0g
FUND SOURCF. (Thousands of Dollars)

1003 GF Match

1005 GF

1005 GF/Pngram Receipts
1006 GF/MHTIA

1061 CIP Receipts "

Estimate ot any current year (FY96) cost: $ none

POSITIONS
mjClm
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This bili provides hiring authority to DNR ‘a utilize EFF for fire suppression, hazard reduction, fire prevention, habitat

0 o|

00

restoration or improvement and other related activities in emergency and nonemergency circumstances under AS 41 15 030
The Bureau of Land Management. National Park Service, U S Fish and Wildlife Service, and the U S Forest Servico have
dentified prescribed burning projects which require approximately 3C0 days of work for trained fire fighting crews This work

cannot be effectively or efficiently conducted wghout a trained workforce Funding will bo provided by tho agency(s)

eequestmg fire management work other than wildland fire suppression In FYS5 the Division received approval through the

capital budget to recoivo and »xpcnd up to S500 0 in federal receipts to supply Emergency Fire Figntmg crews to federal

agencies on arcimoursable basis
-«(Reference. SLA94, CH4. Sec 10. Ag 10. Ln 23)
CNR proposes a separate component bo set up to account for ihoso contractual activities apart from emergency fire

suppression funded through state general funds

3'epared by Tom Boutin, DiicctOPx"<V v' Phone “ 466-33/'9
Divisiorft FForestiy Ot 22-Mar*&8
Approved by Commissioner"* £ n

Dat*
Agency Nifaral Resources

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

esajot xis n»* N i1 For further distribution information call tho Governor's Legislative Otflco pP*«< i

« t



TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCE/S 00 WILLOUGHBY AVENUE

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99801-1796
PHONE  (907) 465-2406

SUPPORT SERVICES DIVISION PAX  (907) 465-2492

March 19, 1996

The llonorahlc Loren Leman
Chairman. Senate Resources Committee
Alaska State Legislature

Room 113, Capitol

Juneau, Alaska

Dear Senator Leman:

| would like to provide the Senate Resource Committee with some additional details on some of
the points o f discussion that came up during the Senate Resources Committee hearing on SD 20|

yesterday.

W discussed why fire suppression money cannot he used for programs other than the actual
lighting of wildland lire. AS 41.15.010 requires the Department of Natural Resources to protect
State. Private and Municipal land from wildland lire commensurate to the value of the resources
at risk. Annual suppression expenses can vary dramatically depending on the severity ofa fire
season. Actual expenditures have been analyzed over a ten year period (excluding the high and
low years) and show that $9.5 million is the annual state funds expenditure. The legislature
funds the lire program at substantially under that amount. The [;Y96 appropriation for lire
suppression was $3.5 million, which is distinct from the forest management appropriation. By
the way o f clarification, this is an appropriation out of the Genera! Fund, not the lire
Suppression Fund. Fire suppression funding is used for the fixed costs and actual fuefighting on
the ground. Use of suppression funding for other programs, such us prescribed bums, would be
misappropriation o f funds by the agency. DNR has put in place a good system o f checks and
balances to ensure that only appropriate lire suppression expenditures occur, in addition, both
OMB and legislative audit examine the fire suppression component annually.

The idea o fa fiscal note which shows the existing federal receipt authority as an expenditure was
discussed. Wc believe that showing this existing spending authority for SB201 would in effect
he a double counting o f this funding as it already has been appropriated in SLA94. SB363,
Sec.10. linc23). SB201 enable us to us the village crews for prescribed bums but it does not
mandate any funding on itsown. We plan to approach the legislature each year with request for
these projects when we are made aware of funding from fedcr.il or other agencies.

There was discussion of utilizing the authority in SB201 for the expenditure o f federal funds
only Limiting the flexibility for this scry cost-effective program would put unnecessary



constraints on state agencies such as the Department of Fish & Game who may have
appropriated funding for such projects as controlled burns for habitat improvement. Even if
SB201 becomes law, emergency firefighters could only be used for projects for which there has
been an appropriation. DNR would only use emergency firelighters where there is an
appropriation, the use is allowed by law. and it is cost-effective.

Thank you for giving this your attention. Please let me know ofany further questions you may
have. DNR strongly supports SU201.

Sincerely.

Nico Bus. Acting Director
Support Services Division

cC: Members o f Senate Resource Committee
Tom Boutin
Carol Carroll



FISCAL NOTE

BILL MO. SB201

STATE OF ALASKA

1996 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Original Dept Affected Natural Resources

BRU:

Revision Date:

Resource Development

Title: An Act relating to the employment of

emergency fire-fighting personnel by the commissioner of.,. Forest Managmorf & Development

Component:

Senator Lincoln

Sponsor.

Component Serial No. 435

Requestor

Expenditures/Revenues

OPERATING EXPENDITURES'—

PER5UFWT5ERVICE3
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT

LAND 4 STRUCT' 'RES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAt. OPERATING

rCHSKSFirniEVEFIUESI

F'INO SOURCE

1C02 r«dcrai Receip's
1C03 GF Matcn

1004 GF

1CC5 GF/Prcgrum Receipts
CC6 GF/MHTIA

, Other

[TOTAL

Estimate of any current year (FY96) cost: S

uilC-Tive
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS:

(Thousands of Dollars)

FY99 P/00 FVv02

FY57 PVSHl w - T

Oo 00 " 00

j 135
3l

00 0.3

“jrer
W

1

1TiT

(Thousands of Collars)

Tu]

TUT

00 00 00 00

ncne

[

o~ 0
0

nn
"0

jabyab)

(S5 e Je]

Ill

OO

Lr*ce*ary)

(Attacna *eprjle

This .s a zero coot fiscal note for the operating budget.
management work other than wildland firo suppression.
under AS 41.15.030 for fire management worV.

Funding will be provided by the agency(s) requesting fire
This bill would provide DNR authority to hiro EFF crows

In FYS5 tho Division received aoproval through the capital budget to receive and expend up to 5500 0 in federal

rcce pts to supply Emergency Fire "ighang crews to federal agencies on a reimbursable basis. Reference. SLAfi*4,
$8363 SeC 10, Pg 10 Ln 23) TJns brll provides hmng authority to DNR to utlizo EFF for other firo management
rwork under AS 41.15 030. Tho Bureau of Land Management. National Park Service. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
and the U.S. Forest Service have identified presenbed burning projects which require approximately 300 days of work
for trained f|re fighting crews. This work cannot be cffoctrvoly or efficiently conducted without a trained workforce.

PREPARER TO PROVIOE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
iileroi ut Per further cutnbuticn nfsrmat.cn cad the Governor* lejivetive CMco *heo b i i



03/18"96 13:33 ©00727 18216 AN 0001 003

ALASKA FEDERATION OF NATIVES, INC.

1577 C Street. Suite 201. Anchorage, Alaska 99501
907-274 3611 - Fax 907 276 7989

March 18,1996

The Honorable Georgianna Lincoln
Alaslz| State Senateg
state Cap|to|

2
V|a ax Mail: (907 )465-2652
3 Page Fax. No Hard Copy to follow

RE: SB 201

Dear Senator Lincoln:

Please ?e advised that the Alaska Federat|on of Natives tAFN s gorts SB 201 as it
Rresen y stanas. pgorts and continugs to support the |t|§ lon OfWI dfire
azards as ewdenced by tne enclosed AFN Convention Resolutio

ThIS bill WI|| not onl authorlze the Commissioner of Department of Natural Resources to
conduct fire sug ression, fire hiizard reduction, among outers, it will provide employment

ortunities for fire f|ﬁht|ngcst who reside in rural/bush Alaska where such
BBortunmes arc very fimite

(ltft )AoFuNhave any questions concerning this letter or the attached resolution, please call me

Sincerely,

Nelson N. Angapak, Sr.
. Special Assistant, Lands

Attachment



03/18'9C 13:33

TITLE:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:
WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

090727 18240 AFN

ALASKA FEDERATION OF NATIVES INC.
1992 ANNUAL CONVENTION
RESOLUTION 92-96

WILDLIFE FIRE HAZARD MITIGATION PROPOSAL

annually tho Stale of Alaska, Department of Natural Resourc
D?vimao oPI—forestry,,spengs an gverage 0P$11.6 ml|lﬁon on we|fd|and
firo supprosion acflvities; and

this amount is above the regular operating, pre-suppression,
budget: and

tho fire season fluctuates dramatically from year to year; and

of the expenses, an average of $4 million is paid to village fire
fighting crows, and the Bufeay of Land Man gement expends an
avera%e of $4.2 million In f|r,e,f|ght|ng Wages, hus combined
expenditures average $6 million m wages; and

wildland tires routinely threaten man mode improvements, villages
an”d commu(gnnes, yet'little is done in terms of mitigation near
villages; an

mitigation measures would enable villages, communities, and
other valuable é)ro erties to be made fire safe by the creation of
defensible space over a period of time; and

mi(tjigation measures would eventually reduce suppression costs;
an

village firo fighting crews could bo hired on a rotational basis to
perform ha?ard réduction and res,ourg%ma,nagement actjvities sgch
as fuel break construction, proscribed burning, tree plantmgf, timber
sale layout, insect infestation control, tree pruning, cone collection,
seed orchid planting, etc.; and

a moro stable income could be provided to villag_e fire fighting
Personnel during slow suppression years, thus diding in“requcing
afpl%llong term cost of subsequent public assistance expenditures;

villaqge_fire fighting crews would be better trained, managed, and
conditioned as a Tosult of this additional work;

0002 003



03/18/90 13:33 739072748246 AN (2)003/003

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that dele ates to tho 1992 Annual
onvention ofthe Alaska Federation of Natives, Inc, request that
urmﬂ years of | |m|te f|re su ressmn act|V|t the State ofAIaska

and t eBureauo Lang l\/Ian ement rosoar and consider the
concept of expending 25% of {he annual average suppression costs
for hazard reduction prolects throughout the stato.

SUBMITTED BY: MTNT. Limted / Vicki Clayman
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS: Do Pass
CONVENTION ACTION: Do Pass

T



Yoar
1980-85
1986
1986
1957
19871
1988
1988>
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995

Total

1994 Fire Statistics

Fires statew ide:
Acres burned:

643

265,721.6

Fire Activity by Landowner

Landowner
Sfafe

Borough/City

Private

Bureau of Land Mgmt.
National Park Service
Fish & wildlife Service
Bureau cf Indian Affcirs
Native Claims Act Lands
Military

Forest Seance

Total

Number
122
30
242
75
15
59

55

34

643

Acres
52.960.3
6.5
1.127,8
93.675.4
10,331 6
74.879.5
410.2
20.393.2
11.914.2
22.9

265,721.6

Emergency FirefighterWages

Stale Federal
34.639.081 S9.861.933
2.515.750 2.832.208
561.770 T

646.674 5.352.799
643.932 -
4.474.107 e 5.146.861
907.865 -
1.805.955 2.276.175
7.398.211 5.765.547
5.344.384 3.741.521

786.747 612 043
3.699.629 560.866
5.952.942 3.654.245
904.492 207.958
$40,331,539 $40,032,161

Total
$14,551,014
5.347.953
561.770
5.999.473
643.932
9.620.963
907.865
4.082.130
13.163.758
9.085.905
1.398.795
4.280.495
9.607.187
1.112.450

$80,363,700

1$p«ciai ooofoprtofion auo »o for loDcr Stondcfdr Acr.
* U S. Oopf. of icocf ruing f*cu-'Od caymtnf of fime-and-on«hncif
wnon weok oiceo cod AOncvn. Amount snown wotocd in IWO.

*US Dopf. af Lcoor ru-ng rocu'od ooymont cf timo-cnd-cna-ncif
wnon wook 0icooces On:i/» Amount jnown wci pc-d In 1991.

1994 Fires by Cause
on State Protected Land

Cause
Lightning
Smoking
Campfires
Trash/debris
Lend clearing
Children
Fireworks
Equipment use
Incendicry/crson
Structures

Other

Total

73
24
85
29
75
50
22
12
16
1S
43

446

Number

Acres
85,274.1
16 3
4,126.6
64 6
1.C59 2
2C6 5
111
11.5

7.1

3.5
46.0

90.826.3

Emergency Out-of-State

Crew Use

NumDer of 20-persan crews sent
ourside cf Aicska ro fignr fires.’

Year
1985
>986
1987
1983
1969
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995

Crows

39
22
59
£4
6»
7
0
5
0
83
1

-Wce;«ia0s0 E@I%&n-or »s?ex» ¢’

tucotOHen 00



A

la sk a Fire C hief's

A

§S0C

la tion

2358 Budwjy Road « North Pole, Aladu 99705 < (907) "88-3400 <« Fax:(907) 488-6118

Michael G. McGowan
lit Vice President
(907) 474-7916

Fairbanki

Mike Dolth
2nd Vice President
(907) 486-8040
Kodiak

J. Die Kink
Secretary / Treaiurer
(907) 488-3400
North Pole

Jim W hite
Director
(907) 278-2324
Anchorage

David L. Tyler
Director
(907) 479-5672
Fairbanks

Mim. Houmueih i
Director
(907) 474-6303
Fairbanks

Daniel L Gregory
Director
(907) 283-4202
Nikiiki

Jack Kriii
Director
(907) 373-8800
Wahili

Btuv Harriy
Pan Prendent
(907) 283-4)88
Nikiiki

Timothy J. Biggane
President

March 8, 1996

Senator Georgtanna Lincoln
Attn: Paula Terrel

State Capital, Room 510
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

D c.ltPaula,

MR15 1%

Please accept this as a letter o f support for SB201. It isa great pleasure to
support such vital common sense legislation. So often derails such as fire
prevention activities usually lack the necessary glamor to attract the attention o f
the legislature. Not only has your support been noticed by the emergency

services it is appreciated.

Attached isour resolution 96-03 strongly supporting SB201. If there is anything
else wc can do to support this or other pending legislation please let us know.

Respectfully,

CHIEFS ASSOCIATION

TIBrjdk



la sk a Fire

C hief's A ssociation

2358 Bradway Road < North Pole, Alaska 99705 < (907) *»88-3/100  Fax:(907) 488-6118

Michael G. McGowan

lit Vice President
(907) 474-7916
Fairbanks

Mikf Dotrn
2nd Vice President
(907) 486-8040

Kodiak

J. Dee King
Secretary/ Trealurer
(907) 488-3400
North Pole

Jim W hite
Director
(907) 278-2324
Anchorage

David L Tvlek
Director
(907) 479-5672
Fairbanks

Mike Hoiimueuer
Director
(907) 474-6303
Fairbanks

Daniel L Gregors
Director
(907) 283-4202
Nikiiki

Jack Krill
Director
(907) 373-8800
Wasilla

Hitts Harris
Put Prtiidem
(907) 283-4)88
Nikiiki

Timotily J. Biggane

President

Resolution 96-03

A RESOLUTION OF THE ALASKA FIRECHIEFS ASSOCIATION SUPPORTING
SENA’IE DILL 20! WHICH PROVIDES 'HIE COMMISSIONER OF NATURAL
RESOURCE"WITH THE NECESSARY Aim IORITYTO IIIRE EMERGENCY
FIREFIGHTERS AND TO ASSIGN THEM TO FIRE PREVENTION RELATED

TASKS.

WHEREAS,

AND WHEREAS,

AND WHEREAS,

AND WHEREAS,

AND WHEREAS,

the Alaska Fixe Chiefs Association is dedicated to educating the
public in matters of fire prevention,

existing law authorizes the Commissioner of Natural Resources to
hire emergency firefighters but docs not expressly authorize their
use for fire prevention or hazard reduction,

in FY 95, the Division of Forestry received approval to receive and
expend up to $500,000 in federal receipts to supply emergency
firefighting crews for use in fire prevention activities to federal
agencies on a reimbursable basis.,

SB201 would clarify that emergency firefighting personnel could be
employed by the Department of Natural Resources in
non-emergency circumstances to construct and maintain fire breaks
and tnils, remove brush and timer deadfall, conduct prescribed
bums, etc.,

SB201 would enable these federal dollars to be utilized by already
trained firefighting crews for these projects.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT,

THE ALLASKA FIRE CHIEFS ASSOCIATION STRONGLY SUPPORTS THE
SIGNING OF SENATE BILL 201 INTO LAW, I

ADOPTED,THIS 6th DAY OF FEBRUARY, 19%. 1 j |

ATTEST

Secretary
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17:02 ©0075616850 CENTRAL OFFICE
TkO CVC3A0
Y 0.
\ Abn\o"™ Q"\—Ore>*3/\]ppEND|x H
INTERAGENCY EFF CREW LOCATION LIST (199A)-~

3-LETTER
LOCATION CREWS AGENCY?* DESIGNATION
Allakaket/Matna 2 AFS (TZ) AET
Ambler 1 AFS (GZ) A3L
Angoon 1 USFS (CMF) ANG
Aniak 1 DOF (SWA) ANI
Beaver 1 AFS (UYZ) WBQ
Big Lake/Wasilla 1 DOF (MSA) BGQ
Buckland 1 AFS (62) IK'S
Chalkyir.sik 1 AFS (UYZ) CIK
Chevak 2 DOF (SWA) VAK
Copper River ? DOF (VCRA) czc
Del ta 2 DOF (DA) 316
Eagle 2 AFS (UYZ) FAA.
Fairbanks 2 DOF (FA) LA
Fort Yukon 3 AFS (UYZ) I'Yu
Galena 1 AFS (G2Z) GAL
Grayling 4 AFS (GZ) KGX
Holy Cross 1 AFS (G2Z) 474
Hooper Bay Vi DCF (SWA) HPB
Hughes 1 AFS (TZ) HUS
Huslia 2 AFS (GZ) HSL
Kalskag, Lower & DOF (SWA) KLG
Kalskag, wupper 1 DOF (SWA) KLG
Kaltag 2 AFS (GZ) KAL
Kiana 0 AFS (6Z) IAN
Koyuk 2 AFS (GZ) KKA
Koyukuk 2 AFS (GZ) KYU
Marshall 1 AFS (G2Z) MLL
Mentasta i DOF (TA) MEN
Minco 2 AFS (TZ) 5117
Mountain Village 1 AFS (GZ) MOoUu
Nenana ; DOF (FA) Etr>
New scuyahok | DOF (SWA) KNW
Nikolai 2 DOF (SWA) 5N |
Nondalton 2 DOF (SWA) 5NN
Noorvxk 2 AFS 1GZ) ORV
Northway 2 DOF (TA) ORT
Nulaio 2 AFS (617) NUL
Pilot Station | AFS (GZ) PST
Rampart 2 AFS (TZ) RMP
Ruby i AFS (6Z) RBY
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INTERAGENCY EFF CREW LOCATION LIST (1994)
LOCATION CREWS AGENCY*
Scammon Bay | DOF (SWA)
Selawik 2 AES (GZ)
Shagceluk 1 DOF (SWA)
Shungnak 1 AES (GZ)
Slectmute 1 DOF (SWA)
Stebbins 2 AFS (GZ)
Stevens Village 1 AFS (UYZ)
St. Marys 1 AFS (6Z)
St. Michael 1 AFS (GZ)
Tanacross 1 DOF (TA)
Tanana 2 AFS (TZ)
Tctlin 1 DOF (TA)
Tok 1 DOF (TA)
Venctic J AFS (UYZ)
¥ AFS Zones:
Gz Galena Zone, Galdena
TZ - Tanana Zone, Tanana
Uyz - Upper Yukon Zone, Central
* O0F Areas:
SWA Southwest Area, McGrath
MSA Mat-Su Area, Big Lake
VCRA - Valdez/Copper River Area, Glenr.allen
TA - Tok Area, Tok
DA - Delta Area, Delta Junction
FA - Fairbanks Area, Fairbanks
* USFS Areas:
CMF U.S. Forest Service, Chatham Area, Sitka
Summary:
AFS 44
DOF 26
1
Total 73 crews
z Cirous v( AuiU.
| | <EFAUS e
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
Senator (jeomianna Lincoln
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s Senate Kill 201

AU . .
%&4 An Act relating to the employment of emergency fire-

’m;ﬁﬂ fighting personnel by the Commissioner of Natural
w  Resources,

. ))X

I tnitA

| .It. Usl
I lar»a»P«i

'Wew  Senate Bill 201 has been introduced to provide the Department of
Lo Natural Resources with the authority to utilize emergency lire
i fighting employees for lire management, fire suppression and lire
A prevention activities by adding a new subsection to AS 41.15.030.

A Existing law (AS 41.15.030) authorizes the commissioner to hire
! emergency fire fighting personnel but docs not expressly authorize

their use for fire prevention, hazard reduction or other related

activities.  Senate Bill 201 would clarify that emergency fire fighting
_ personnel could be employed by the Department of Natural
tWitx -~ Resources in non-emergency circumstances to construct and maintain
Ivr fire breaks and trails, remove brush and timber deadfall, conduct
bl prescribed burns, improve wildlife habitat (e.g. moose browse).

W Enactment of the bill into law also will ensure that the Department of
- Natural Resources may take advantage of existing federal money for
non-emergency state fire prevention projects.
tUii o
In FY 95. the Division of Forestry received approval lo receive and
expend up to $500,000 in federal receipts to supply emergency Inc
fighting crews to federal agencies on a reimbursable basis.
Presently, of the available federal money, the Department of Natural

Resources has identified projects totaling $250,000. The Bureau of

> M land Management, the National Park Service, the U. S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and the U. S. Forest Service are ready to begin lire
prevention projects which require approximately 300 days of work
for these emergency fire fighting crews.

Senate Bill 201 would enable these federal dollars to be utilized by
already trained fire fighting crews for these projects.



Many of these emergency fire fighting crews live in rural/bush
Alaska.  Job opportunities are limited in these communities. The
legislation allows for increased flexibility for using the trained
emergency fire fighter — crews inrural/bush Alaska tv) fulfill the
manpower-intensive prevention projects.

Basic fire prevention projects, such as clearing brush around villages
could be performed prior to an emergency situation. During years
when fire fighting jobs are not available, enactment of this legislation
would help to stabilize Alaska's economyin various regions by
providing off-season employment.

In conclusion. Senate Bill 201 will result in a considerable savings to
the state while providing a substantial economic benefit to smaller
Alaska communities.
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SECTIONAL ANALYSIS
Senate Bill 201

An Act relating to the employment of emergency fire
fighting personnel hy the commissioner of natural

Ay rcsou rces.

Section 1 provides an amendment to clarify that fire fighters
employed hy the Department of Natural Resources for fire
prevention and related actievities arc within the exempt state
service.

1 v41

Section 2 confirms authority in the Commissioner of the Department
of Natural Resources to employ emergency fire fighting personnel for
a variety of fire management, fire suppression, and fire prevention
activities hy adding a new subsection to AS 41.15.030. Existing law
authorizes the commissioner to hire emergency fire fighting
personnel but does not expressly authorize their use for fire
prevention, hazard reduction, hahitat restoration or other related
activities.





