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IN  TH E  L E G IS L A T U R E  OF T H E  STA TE  O F  A L A S K A

N IN E T E E N T H  L E G IS L A T U R E  • F IR S T  S E S S IO N

BY THE HOUSE jPEC lAL COMMITTEE ON FISHERIES

OfTcrfd!
Referred:

Sponsors): HOUSE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON FISHERIES

A  R E S O L U T IO N

1 R e la tin g  to com m erc ia l fish ing  and subsistence use in G la c ie r B ay  N a tio n a l P a rk .

2 B E  IT  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

3 W H E R E A S  the Nationa l Park Service is cu rren tly  addressing the issue o f  subsistence
4 use and com m erc ia l fis lung :n G lac ie r 3 a v  Nationa l Park (P a rk ) and is considering the stams
5  o f  subsis ;e  use and com m erc ia l fish ing in the pa rk : and

I •
6 W H E R E A S  subsistence use and com m erc ia l fish ing have occu rred  ;n the P a rk  since
7 b e fo re  :t was estab lished as a nationa l monument in 1925 up to the present day: and
•S W H E R E A S  the N ationa l Pa rk Serv ice cu rren tly  does not recogn ize the right o f
9  residents o f  H oonah and other loca l communities to  use the area now  included in the Park fo r

10 sub 'is tence  use. as their ancestors had done fo r generations: and
11 "  H E R E A S  the p roh ib ition  o f  subsistence use and com m erc ia l fish ing  in the Pa rk
12 w ou ld  have d isastrous a rc  w idespread econom ic, environm enta l, and socia l consequences fo r
13 the fisherm en  o f  Southeast A laska  and the com m unities in which they reside , and
14 W H E R E A S  the continued subsistence and com m erc ia l use o f  fishe r.es resou rces
15 w ithin the navigab le waters o f  the Park are desirab le and are environm enta lly  com patib le  w ith
16 the purposes o f  the Pa rk , x -.d
17 W H E R E A S  the harvest o f  fisheries resources in the Park is con se rva tive ly  m anaged
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by the A la ska  B oa rd  o f  F isheries and the A laska Departm ent o f  F ish and G am e to p rom ote  
the susta ined health o f  the fish stocks: and

W H E R E A S  m igratory species o f  fish that d o  not o rig inate in the P a rk  constitu te the 
m a jo rity  o f  the fish  harvested w ithin the Pa rk : a portion o f  the sa lm on harvested in the P a rk  
is the resu lt o f  sa lm on enhancement and rehab ilitation e ffo rts  by the State o f  A la ska  aid 
p rivate n onp ro fit aquaculture associations; and

W H E R E A S  the N ationa l Park Serv ice must adm in ister the Pa rk  subject to  ex isting  
righ ts, statutes, and regu la tions: and

W H E R E A S  Nationa l Pa rk Serv ice regu lations sp ec ific a lly  p rov ide  fo r  com m erc ia l 
sport fish in g  activities and fo r  the use o f  large tou r ships w ithin the P a rk : and

W H E R E A S  the State o f  A laska has a c la im  to ownership o f  the submerged lands and 
nav igab le  waters o f  the Pa rk ; and

W H E R E A S  the State o f  .Alaska exercises management authonty o v e r fishery resources 
o f  the P a rk : and

W H E R E A S  issues re lating to state and federa l ju risd ic tion  in the Pa rk  have not been 
re so lv e d ; and

W H E R E A S  subsistence use and com m erc ia l fish ing m the Park d o  not threarcn Park 
re sou rces , v is ito r en joym ent o f  Park resources, o r whale habitat in the P a rk ;

B E  IT  R E S O L V E D  that the A laska S la te Leg is la tu re  re sp ec tfu lly  requests the 
N a tion a l Pa rk  Se rv ice to  w ork with the state, o ther federa l agencies, and a ffec ted  pan ics  to 
study the resou rces in G lac ie r Bay N ationa l Park and the e ffe c t o f  sp on  and com m erc ia l 
fish in g , subsistence vise, and tounsm  on these resources: and be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the National Pane Serv ice , i f  it p rom ulgates regu la tions. 
( 1 )  au thorize continued com merc ia l fisnm g under the law s o f  the State o f  

A la sk a  w ith in  the m anne waters o f G lac ie r B ay  Nationa l P a rk : and 
12 )  exp ress ly  p rovide fo r  subsistence uses in the Pa rk .

C O P IE S  o f  this reso luuon  shall be tent to the H c n o n o le  B i l l C lin ton . President o f  the 
U n ited  States; the H onorab le  B ruce Babbitt. Secretary o f the U .S . Departm ent o f  the In te n o r . 
R og e r G . K ennedy . D irec to r. N ationa l Park S c r .ic e . U  S. D epartm ent o f  the In tc n o r . R obe rt 
B arbee , A la ska  R eg iona l D irec to r. National Park Service . U  S. Departm ent o f  the In te rio r, and 
to the H on o rab le  Ted Stevens and the H onorab le  F rank M u rk ow sk i. U  S . Senators , and the

• • /
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Honorable Don Young. U.S. Representative. members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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DEPARTMENT 3F FISH AND GAME

cr.uiQ
.

<CL2O£V
)

OQ
.

n-»cr?L*2E32S
3

m

il§soV)L*sc&in

3oc

*
u

 

uiI

ga3in

OICD

Oa•»as

ci?CS•ns%aoS|csn
S

n 
o

*
i 

s 
g

15*<5#!
5 * » g 1

5|5|ffl
s s c

^ I *
IplisiiShl
?

 -
 m

 ** 1 
*' 

tl .1 5
 f» C

 .1
** M A

sisII3^*2
S

|9
c

l|fg
la

s&
M

iiirfctS
is-s?2TPf'isf»
^ J

 5 
■' * 

^ S o
 ^ C

 ? §
SSlSsfs" s

l
s

l
l

i
 

^
^

2
’

-
|

|
§

S
£

i

?.C

If1*^5



G L A C I E R  B A Y  N A T I O N A L  P A R K

A L E G A C Y  O F U S E

QLAC.ER OAY 
•<at ic* a l  PARK

Glacier Bay Satsonal Pari encompasses a mi l  area comparable m aze to the 
aate of Connecticut, and tncorporates more than half a million marine acres 
of the most productive fishing grounds in southeast Alaska. The pari extends 
from Excursion Inlet to the east of Glacur Bay. to just north of Cape 
Fair* rather on ihe outer coast, and includes all waters to three miles offshore.



'  m m m
300 years ago, ad wincing glaciers displaced 

several Ttmgil clans from their ancestral 
Homeland. Glacier Bar. The Tlingus settled the 
village o f Hu m  (Hoonah) to the south but 
continued to travel to Glacier Bay to Hunt. fish, 
ana gather food. Today, many descendants o f the 
original people o f  Glacier Bay conduct both 
tubsittence and commercial fisheries ot Glacier 
Soy Motional Pa ri (GBNP)

T 4 .  < X \

Shaded area represents GBNP. The Paric 
spans 500.000 m ane  acres.

Commensal fishing Has xcurred m the area 
•asters fin  «ell over a century. A remote and 
bounafiil re^vm. northern Southeast Alaska Hat 
tupponed t* r r a l generations o f  Alaskan 
fishermen. 3>un.' u> GBNP by petusmay end need. 
die area residents 'a n  gnrwn heavth reliant upon 
as rtsourea. Hooteih a  now just one o f  many 
n r  at ■ diages whose pntfde 'ook us the Part foe 
luttenance.

in 1722. Glacier Bay declared a national 
monument by presidential pec 'carnation. In 1790 a 
•ku secured a national part mth die signing o f 
die Masea National Interest Lu.1t Comerwssusn 
Act ANTLCA). and tome urns were designated 
wilderness. In 1725. and again j i 1990. the 
federal government promised commercial vu l 
imOtutence fishermen continued acctSJ to dic.r 
hjtoru: fishing grounds In 1793. die National 
Part Stnnce iNPS) promulgated regulations 
proHibsmg commercial fiihu  g in national parts 
However the NPS chose nos to enforce dut policy 
us GBNP. am I

The Alaska Wildlife Alliance (Anchorage), and 
American Wildlands 'Englewood. Colorado), filed 
tuit against the NPS in 1970. demanding an end to 
subsistence aconites and commercial fishing m 
GBNP The NPS subsequently proposed
regulations that would halt subsistence use 
snmediatety anti phase-out commercial fishing by 
1977. The NPS also proposed a seven-year study 
to Jetermme the impact o f commercial fishing on 
the Park.

PROPOSED PHASE-OUT
The NPS claims that seven years will give GBNP 

fishermen enough time :o amonize their equipment 
or move to other fishing grounds. This is absurd, 
ft is no simple matter fo r  4 fisherman to relocate. 
Commercial ,ishing involves more than tossing 
tome gear sverboard and Hauling m a Har.est. 
Learning new fishing groun/ls. at minimum, 
involves a long period o f adjustment, and the 
potential fo r  conflicts «\th existing users is High. 
Closure o f such a out area would mean extensive 
crowding o f other fishing grounds, short-term 
losses fo r  fishermen, and a long-term lots o f 
economic efficiency fo r  Jie fleet as a whole.

There are few emnlorment alternatives fo r  
fishermen who mere be displaced from Glacier pry 
However, u't not just fishermen who would suffer, 
but the mduttnes and communities that support the 
fleet.

CQMtL'yiUJMPACT
Banning commercial fishing m GBNP would 

directly enpact such communities as An goon. 
Siiia. Yakut at. Ttrustee, punier Bay. Gustavus. 
Pelican. Juneau. Douglas. Elfin Cove, and 
Hoonah. by depressing economies and disrupting 
die .-raditusnai .ifestyles o f the local people.

These towns have 4  combined population base o f 
about 38.000 people, or 6% o f Alaska's 
population, many of whom are dependent on the 
seafood industry, a recent study by Sealaska 
Corporation estimates die annual value o f  the 
Giacser Ban fisheries at J 10.5 million.

In Pelican, a -ullage o f 300. fishing ii the 
pn n an  revenue generator Host residents o f 
Pelican are fishermen. The local processing plant 
a  the tmgie largest employer and contributes 
heavily us die economic neallh o f die communm 
through local taxes and the employment o f roughly 
100 people The GBNP crab harvest alone 
accounts foe as much as 20% o f a ll seafood 
peocnted j i  Pelican each year. To close or 
Heavily restrict any o f  the Park 1  commercial 
fisheries wouid be financusih devastating to 
Pelican 1 processing plant and. in turn, the ciry o f 
Pelican

L A W S U I T



The annual value of the Glacier 
Hay fisheries is an estimated 
$10.5 million.

Each year, about 40 work j  are employed to 
process the commercial catch uiruied in Hoonah. 
In Elfin Cove, a ll o f the residents rely on fishing, 
either directly o r indirectly, fo r  their livelihoods. 
Processors in Sitka ,ind Yakutat create jobs fo r  
more than 300 people. And. a number o f tmall 
processors provide much needed employment 
opportunities fo r  Juneau and Gustavos residents.

EARJLRESMACES
There is no evidence to suggest Juit fishing 

poses a threat to the Park resources. In fact, area 
fisheres stocks are returning at record high levels!

Most o f the jpecies targeted by fishermen m the 
Park are not native to Glacier Bay or the 
surrounding wcters. There are no chi nook salmon 
spawning streams in Glacier Bay, and halibut 
spawn :n deep waser fa r  offshore. Some crab 
ftocks may spawn within GBNP However, crab 
umxs are broadly distributed by water currents 
making a difficult to trace the origin o f  stocks 
caught in park waters.

In addition, many o f  ’die salmon harvested in die 
park are produced by southeast Alaska hatcheries, 
which are funded. in large part, by commercial 
fishermen.

Most fisheries do not coincide widi the migration 
o f humpback whales through GBNP. and fishermen 
do not harvest species that humpbacks feed on. 
Furthermore, studies conduced by die National 
Marine Fisheries Service iNMFS) show dial local 
fishing vessel operant ns do not harm whales or 
alter their behavior. In fact, the data indicates that 
feeding humpback whales 'apparently largely 
ignore the tlowty moving vessels. ‘

National Parks tout such values as healthy 
habitat, robust populations o f fish awl wildlife, 
anil opportunities fo r  recreation and solitude. 
Fishing has been an integral part o f  the cultural 
fabric o f Glacier Bay fo r  more than 100 years, and 
each o f these "values' has enduretl. Congress 
identified Glacier Bay as an area worthy o f 
preserving fo r  future generations due to its unique 
and diverse character. Fishermen not only 
recognize the importance o f preserving this natural 
wonder, but are promt to be u pan o f  it.

The commercial fisheries o f GBNP are composed 
o f hurulreds o f family operated businesses, and it 
is not unusual to find several generations o f a 
family active in the industry. Many children o f

I t ’s difficult for fishermen to 
imagine they’re at odds with 
Park values...

fishing famdies grow up on the boat, learning a 
skill as well as putting money into the bank fo r  
college. The fishing lifestyle provides many parents 
die opportunity to enjoy quality time on a daily 
basts with their youngsters. The families that our 
small rural communities are built upon are hard* 
working people who have no desire to move or 
collect unemployment or welfare. These families, 
their lifestyle, and their fisheries, which provide 
food fo r  our nation and die world, are at risk. Not 
the Park o r as values, and certainly not the 
visitors who tour the Park.

Commercial fishing enhances die visaor 
experience in GBNP. Curious tourists often 
approach fishermen m order to get a first hand 
look at their operations and a sense o f  this unique 
lifestyle. Many people report feeling "safer" 
knowing commercial fishermen are nearby, 
particularly in fou l weather. Over the yean, many 
park -vs it o n  have received crucial assistance from  
fishermen.

There is no denying that Alaska is different than 
the Lower 48. Natural resources are unparalleled, 
and lifestyles are inamcably linked to die health 
o f the resource. Southeast fishermen take poms to 
protect and preserve the integrity o f  the resource 
upon which they depend, as proven by a 
documented record o f  activism. It is difficult fo r  
fishermen to imagine that they couLl be at odds 
with park values, as they tee no difference between 
protecting the Park and their continued exutence- 
one is limply not possible without the other.



O V ER V IE W

Conunercial fishing has occurred in southeast Alaska for more than 100 years and predates 
the declaration o f Glacier Bay as a National Monument (1925) and a National Park (1980).

Glacier Bay National Park encompasses 500,000 marine acres, and commercial fisheries are 
conducted in most Park waters.

The traditional fisheries o f GBNP are particularly important to nearby fishing cormnunities 
whose subsistence users, commercial fishermen, and processors depend on harvest from 
GBNP.

The conunercial fisheries which are conducted within GBNP waters are trolling, longlimng, 
crabbing, and seining.

Principal harvest species include salmon, halibut, and crab.

There is no evidence to suggest commercial fishing harms the ecosystem within GBNP. 
Populations o f salmon, halibut, and crab harvested in these waters have remained stable and 
healthy under current management practices. The marine environment is pristine.

Residents o f northern southeast Alaskan conununities fish 678 troll permits, 39 seine permits, 
and 195 halibut licenses.

GBNP fisheries contribute an estimated SI 0.5 million annually to the southeast economy.

In 1986, approximately 2 million pounds o f seafood were harvested from GBNP waters.

An average o f 500,000 pounds o f halibut are harvested annually in GBNP.

In 1986. seiners ha/vested an estimated 260,000 chum salmon in Excursion Inlet.

The estimated ex-vessel value for all troll-caught salmon from GBNP in 1986 war nearly 
SI million. The halibut harvest garnered an additional 600K for Southeast residents.

In 1986, the gross value o f dungeness crab harvested in Park waters was $447,700. The 
value to the eight small vessels fishing in Glacier Bay proper was S200,000, or about 
S25.000 per boat.

S u p p o rt tho fisherm en  o f  Glacier Bay N ational P a rk ...S o u th ea s t d e p en d s  on  th e m /

Alaska T'Otfwt Allocution. 130 Saward Si. *305. Juneau. AK 99801. (907)586-9400: July 1992 O



S E N A T E  C O M M IT T E E  R E P O R T

D A T E : 4 /2 2 /9 5 FURTHER:

DATE TURNED INTO OFFICE:.

Resources Committee considered CS FOR HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 43(FSH) 

Relating to commercial fishing and subsistence use in Glacier Bay National Park.

and recommends:

I | I k : rep laced with

| | adopt previous   CS

I | attached amcndmcnt(s)

I | adopt Letter ol Intent h y ____

| | l im ite r referral to  t h e ________

Committee
Committee

S e n a te  H ill:
| | same title 

.) | j new title
H ou se  H ill:

.) | | same title 
I j technical change 
| | new: SCR*______

F ISCAL NOTKlS I:
Department Date Zero Focal

PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S):*
Department Dale Zero Focal

I | A P P R O P R I A T I O N  ~ no flu-al note •Include fiscal notr> acvnmpandni: Utnrrnnr’s hill
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A la ska  S ta te L eg is la tu re
House o f Representatives 

Special Committee on Fisheries

K JR 43 SPONSOR STATEMENT 

'•FISHING AMD SUBSISTENCE IN .GLACIER BAY"

T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  h a s  b e e n i n t r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  H ou s e S p e c i a l  
C o m m i t t e e  on F i s h e r i e s  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  c o n c e r n s  e x p r e s s e d  b y 
S o u t h e a s t  c o m m e r c i a l f i s h e r m e n  an d s u b s i s t e n c e  u s e r s .

G l a c i e r  3 a y h a s b e e n a N a t i o n a l  M o n um e n t s i n c e  1 9 2 5 . C o n g r e s s  
c r e a t e d  t h e  G l a c i e r  Bay N a t i o n a l  P a r k  a s p a r t  o f  AN ILC A i n  1 9 8 0 . 
I n  1 9 9 0 , e n v i r o n m e n t a l g r o u p s  s u e d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  f o r ,  
among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  a l l o w i n g  c o m m e r c i a l a nd s u b s i s t e n c e  f i s h i n g  
w i t h i n  G l a c i e r  Bay N a t i o n a l  P a r k .  I n  1991 t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  
S e r v i c e  p r o m u l g a t e d  d r a f t  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  w o u l d  p h a s e  o u t  
c o m m e r c i a l f i s h i n g  i n  a n d a r o u n d  G l a c i e r  Bay w i t h i n  s e v e n  y e a r s ,  
a n d c o m p l e t e l y  p r o h i b i t  s u b s i s t e n c e  f i s h i n g .

L a s t  y o a r ,  a f e d e r a l  ju d g e  r u l e d  t h a t  AN ILC A d i d  n o t  p r o h i b i t  
c o m m e r c i a l f i s h i n g  i n  G l a c i e r  Bay N a t i o n a l  P a r k ,  b u t  t h a t  r u l i n g  
h a s s i n c e  b e e n a p p e a le d  t o  t h e  N i n t h  C i r c u i t  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s .

E l i m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l a n d s u b s i s t e n c e  f i s h e r i e s  i n  t h e  
v a s t  a r e a  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  G l a c i e r  Bay N a t i o n a l  P a r k  w o u ld  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h a rm  t h o  c o a s t a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  N o r t h e r n  S o u t h o a s t .  
3 o t h  f i s h e r i e s  h a v e u t i l i s e d  t h i s  a r e a  l o n g  b o f o r e  p a r k  
d e s i g n a t i o n .  A l s o ,  i f  t h e  a r e a  w o ro  c l o s e d  t o  c o m m e r c i a l f i s h i n g ,  
o t h e r  f i s h e r i e s  i n  S o u t h e a s t  w o u l d  be h a rm e d  f r o m  i n c r o a s o d  
p r e s s u r e  b y t h o s o  f i s h e r m e n  d i s D l a c o d  b y a c l o s u r e  o f  G l a c i e r  Bay 
w a t e r s .

l l oo « i  l 3 t .  r u t *  C a p i t o l .  J u n r a g ,  A l u h t  M A O I - I  I M2 1*071 l t ) 3 > l 2 3 Q  o r  » 0 3 - 2 » M 7



STATE OF A LA S K A

THE LEGISLATURE
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' ' L tg iiJa tiv*

So urea  fla io lvn No.

CSHJfc ?2 Res) 3 9

R e l a t i n g  to  s u b s i s t e n c e  use and c o c x n e rc ia l f i s h i n g  in  G l a c i e r  3av 
N a t i o n a l P a rk .

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS th e N a t i o n a l P a rk S e r v ic e  I s  c u r r e n t l y  a d d r e s s in g  
th e is s u e  o f  s u b s i s t e n c e  use and c om m e rc ia l f i s h i n g  in  G l a c i e r  
Bay N a t i o n a l P a rk (P a r k ) and i s  c o n s i d e r i n g  th e s t a t u s  o f  s u b s i s ­
te n c e use and com m e rc ia l f i s h i n g  in  th e  p a r k ; and

WHEREAS s u b s i s t e n c e  use and c c c m e r c i a l f i s h i n g  have o c c u r r e d  
ir . th e  P a rk s in c e  b e fo r e  i t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  as a n a t i o n a l monu­
ment i n  925 up t o  th e p r e s e n t da y ; and

WHEREAS th e N a t i o n a l P a rk S e r v ic e  c u r r e n t l y  aoes n o t r e c o g ­
n i s e  th e  r i g h t  o f  r e s i d e n t s  o f  Hoonah and o t h e r  l o c a l c o = u n i c i e s  
to use th e  a rea now in c l u d e d  in  th e Pa rk f o r  s u o s i s t e n c e  u s e , as 
se i r  a n c e s t o r s  had done f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s ; and

WHEP.EAS th e p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  j u b s i s t e n c e  use and comm e rc ia l 
f i s h i n g  in  th e P a rk w o u ld have d i s a s t r o u s  and ’W ide sp read econom ic 
m d s o c i a l  consequences f o r  f i s h e r s  o : n o r t h e r n  S o u th e a s t A la s k a  
m.d m e  com m u n i t ie s in  w h ic h  th e y r e s i d e ; and

WHEREAS th e c o n t in u e d  s u b s is t e n c e  and c c z s e r c i a l  use o f  
f i s h e r i e s  r e s o u r c e s  w i t h i n  m e  n a v lg a o .e  w a te r s  o f th e Pa rk is  
c e s i r a b l e  and is  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  c o m p a t ib le  w i t h  th e p u rp o s e s o f  
tr.e P a r k ; and

WHEREAS th e h a r v e s t o f  f i s h e r i e s  re s o u r c e s  i n  th e  P a rk i s  
t o n s e r v a t i v e l y  managec by th e  A la s k a  Boa rd o f  F i s h e r i e s  and th e  
A la s k a  D e pa r tm e n t o f  F is h  and Game to  p r o r o t e  th e  s u s t a in e d  
- e a l t h  o f  th e f i s h  s t o c k s ; and

MiEREAS m ig r a t o r * / s p e c ie s  o f  f i s h  t h a t  do n o t o r i g i n a t e  in  
m e P a rk c o n s t i t u t e  th e m a j o r i t y  o f  th e f i s h  h a r v e s t e d  w i t h i n  th e



P a rk : j  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  sa lm on h a r v e s t e d  in  th e Ps rk 
i s  th e r e s u l t  o f  sa im cn enhancemen t and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  e f f o r t s  by 
th e S ta te  o r  A la s k a , o r i v a t e  n o n p r o f i t  a q u a c u l t u r e  a s s o c i a t i o n s . 
and h e n n e r i e s  in  W a s h in g to n , G rego r. , and B r i t i s h  C o lum b ia , and

WHEREAS th e N a t i o n a l Pa rk S e r v ic e  mus t a d m in i s t e r  th e Pa rk 
s u b j e c t to  e x i s t i n g  r i g h t s ,  s t a t u t e s ,  and r e g u l a t i o n s :  and

'WHEREAS N a t i o n a l P a rk S e r v ic e  r e g u l a t i o n s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
p r o v i d e  f o r  c om m e rc ia l s p o r t  f i s h i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  and f o r  th e use 
o f  la r g e  t o u r  s h ip s  w i t h i n  th e  P a rk ; and

WHEREAS th e S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  has a c l a im  t o  o w n e rs h ip  o f  th e 
submerged la n d s and n a v i g a b l e  w a te r s  o f  th e P a rk ; and

WHEREAS the S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  e x e r c i s e s  management a u t h o r i t y  
o v e r n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s  o f  th e  P a rk , p r o v i d e d  t h a t  th e  s t a t e  does 
n o t i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  th e  p u rp o s e s f o r  w h ic h th e  P a rk and w i l d e r n e s s  
a re a s w i t h i n  th e P a rk were e s t a b l i s h e d ;  and

WHEREAS is s u e s  r e l a t i n g  to  s t a t e  and f e d e r a l j u r i s d i c t i o n  in  
th e  Pa rk have n o t been r e s o l v e d ; and

WHEREAS s u b s i s t e n c e  use and c om m e rc ia l f i s h i n g  m  th e Pa rk 
do n o t t h r e a t e n  P a rk r e s o u r c e s , v i s i t o r  e n jo ym e n t o f  Pa rk r e ­
s o u r c e s . o r w ha le h a b i t a t  i n  th e P a rk ;

BE IT  RESOLVED t h a t  th e  A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t ­
f u l l y  r e o u e s ts  th e  N a t i o n a l P a rk S e r v i c e  t o  w o rk w i t h  th e s t a t e .
: c h e r f e d e r a l a g e n c ie s , and a f f e c t e d  p a r t i e s  to  s tu d y  th e r e ­
s o u rc e s i n  G l a c i e r  3ay N a t i o n a l P a rk and th e  e f f e c t  o f  s u b s i s ­
te n c e u se . s p o r t  and c om m e rc ia l f i s h i n g ,  and t o u r i s m  on th e s e 
r e s o u r c e s ; and be i t

FURTHER RESOLVED t h a t  th e  N a t i o n a l P a rk S e r v i c e  p ro c e e d 
e x p e d i t i o u s l y  to  amend i t s  r e g u l a t i o n s  i n  o r d e r  to

( * )  a l l o w  c om m e rc ia l f i s h i n g  u n d e r th e  Laws o f  th e
S ta t e  o f  A la s k a w i t h i n  th e  n o n w i ld e r n e s s  a re a s o f  th e  p a r k ; and

.'2) e x p r e s s l y  p r o v i d e  f o r  s u b s i s t e n c e  uses in  th e
P a r * .

COPIES o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be s e n t t o  th e  H o n o ra b le 
George Bush. P r e s id e n t o f  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ; th e  H c n o ra b le  Manua l 
L u j a n . U r . .  S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  U .S . D e o a r tm e n t o f  th e  I n t e r i o r :  
James M. R id e n o u r , D i r e c t o r ,  N a t i o n a l P a rk S e r v i c e ,  U .S . D e p a r t ­
ment o f  th e I n t e r i o r ;  Boyd S v is o n . A la s k a  R e g io n a l D i r e c t o r .  
N a t i o n a l P a rk S e r v i c e .  U .S . D e p a r tm e n t o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ;  and to  
t.-.e H o n o ra b le  Ted S te v e n s and th e  H o n o ra b le  F ra n k M u r x o w s k i . U .S . 
S e n a to r s , and th e H o n o ra b le  Don Young , U .S . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e .
members o f th e A la s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C ong re sa .
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March 22. 1995

Representative Alan Austerman 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol IMS 3100)
Juneau. AK 99811

Dear Representat ■*’ Austerman:

The Alaska Trollers Association (ATA) requests your assistance on an 
issue of critical concern to commercial and subsistence fishermen in 
Southeast Alaska.

In 1925. Glacier Bay was designated a National Monument. In 1979. 
Glacier Bay and the surrounding area became a National Park. Fishermen 
supported both designations, because they were promised that all traditional 
commercial and subsistence activity would continue.

In 1990. the Alaska Wildlife Alliance lAWA) and American Wildlands 
sued the National Park Service for allowing subsistence and commercial 
fishing, which they believe is illegal under ANILCA. Tho judge ruled against 
AWA last year and the case has been appealed to the Ninth Circuit court.

Also in 1990, the National Park Service made public draft regulations 
that would immediately stop subsistence fishing and phase out commercial 
fishing within seven years in Glacier Bay National Park (Park). In response to 
the NPS draft regulations, the Alaska legislature passed tho attached 
resolution opposing restrictions on Park fisheries. Final regulations are due 
out any time.

In post years. Representative Don Young and Senator Frank 
Murkowski have each submitted legislation to secure fisheries m tho Park. 
They have not submitted bills this session.
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In order to reaffirm the legislature's support of Park fisheries. ATA 
requests that you develop a resolution similar to that passed by the 
legislature in 1990.

Your assistance on this matter will be greatly appreciated. I look 
forward to your response and hope you w on 't hesitate to call if I can 
provide additional information.

Sincerely,

Dale A. Kelley 
executive Director




