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SPONSOR STATEMENT
S C S C S H B  58 (ST A )

“ A n Act e s ta b lish in g  tf e C h ick a lo o n  F la ts  C r it ic a l  H a b ita t  A re a ; a n d
p ro v id in g  fo r  a n  e ffec tiv e  d a te .”

The purpose o f CSHB 58 is to assure adequate habitat for waterfowl. CSHB 58 
will not create a stum bling block for future developm ent o f  resources nor will 
this legislation inhibit access for outdoor recreational purposes. This legislation 
strikes a balance betw een the need to preserve habitat and the possible need to 
explore and use our natural resources in the future.

Chickaloon Flata is on the northeast side o f the Kcnai Peninsula, on the Tum again 
Arm facing the Anchorage Coastal Refuge and Potter Flats. The area has a local 
nesting population of ducks and geese. The most im portant use o f this area is as a 
feeding and resting area for m igrating ducks, geese and shore birds. Up to 25,000 
birds a day use the mud flats and tidal marsh. For exam ple, the area is often used 
when Portage Pass is closed due to bad weather. The waterfowl that norm ally 
transit the pass have to have a place to rest and feed. Chickaloon Flats is the 
principal place they use on T um again  Arm.

Alaska has the m ost com prehensive waterfowl refuge and critical habit*' system 
o f any state in the nation. It is notew orthy that our critical habitat and waterfowl 
refuge system  both protect our sta te’s fragile w ildlife habitat areas and allow for 
the exploration and use o f  our natural resources. HB 58 seeks to continue the 
balance betw een natural resource use and habitat protection.

Chickaloon Flats will be an im portant addition to our critical habitat system . I 
urge your positive consideration o f  this legislation.



A L A S K A  O U T D O O R  C O U N C IL
4506 Robbie Rd. 
JUNEAU, AK. 99801 
(907) 463-3830

M ar. 2 2 ,1 9 9 6

S en a to r L o re n  Lem an , C h a ir  
Senate  R esou rces C om m itte e  
A la sk a  S ta te  L eg is la tu re  
Juneau , A k . 99801

D e a r S en a to r Lem an :

T h e  A la sk a  O u td o o r  C o u n c il s u p p o rts  I ID  58 , "C h ic k a lo o n  F la ts C r it ic a l H ab ita t A re a "  
w ith  on e  c a v e a t  W e  w o u ld  lik e  the c u rre n t b i l l am en d ed  so  as to g iv e  a be tte r le v e l o f  
p ro te c tion  to t ra d it io n a l access. W e  suggest am en d in g  the b i ll its e lf , o r  the p u rp o ses  
section  A S  16 .2 0 .5 0 0  b y  in se rtin g  a p p ro p r ia te  la n g u ag e  c re a tin g  re a so n ab le  p a ram e te rs  
u n d e r w h ich  the C om m is s io n e r o f  F ish and G am e  w o u ld  be con s tra in ed  w h en eve r 
c lo s in g  a n y  tra d it io n a l access to a c ritic a l hab ita t a rea .

S in c e re ly ,

E d d ie  G ra s se r 
G o v e rn m en ta l A ffa irs

cc: R ep . C o n  B und e

O ffic ia l S ta le  A ssoc ia tion  o f  the N a t io n a l R i f le  A ssoc ia tion



Figure 1. Area Map 
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•ROPOSED CHICKALOON FLATS 
CRITICAL HABITAT AREA 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

LOCAT ION : The p r o p o s e d  C h i c k a l o o n  F l a t s  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  i s
l o c a t e d  on  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  T u r n a g a i n  Arm a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  Cook 
I n l e t  a n d  i s  b i s e c t e d  b y  t h e  C h i c k a l o o n  R i v e r .
a r e a  DESCRIPTION: The p r o p o s e d  C h i c k a l o o n  F l a t s  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t
A r e a  e n c o m p a s s e s  a l a r g e  e x p a n s e  o f  s t a t e - o w n e d  t i d e l a n d s  l y i n g  
w i t h i n  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h .  A d j a c e n t  u p l a n d s  a r e  m anaged  
b y  t h e  U .S .  F i s h  and  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  K e n a i  N a t i o n a l  
W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e .

• FT: h AND WILDLIFE RESOURCES: C h i c k a l o o n  F l a t s  i s  one o f  a h a n d f u l
o f  k e y  w a t e r f o w l  and  s h o r e b i r d  h a b i t a t s  i n  Cook I n l e t  t h a t  p r o v i d e  
v i t a l  s t a g i n g  h a b i t a t  f o r  a r c t i c  n e s t i n g  b i r d s  on t h e i r  way  t o  a n d  
f r o m  n e s t i n g  g r o u n d s  i n  t h e  n o r t h .  C r e a t e d  b y  t h e  d r a m a t i c  t i d a l  
a c t i o n  o f  T u r n a g a i n  Arm, t h e  m u d f l a t s  a n d  t i d a l  m a r s h  a t  t h e  m ou th  
o f  t h e  C h i c k a l o o n  R i v e r  a r e  c r i t i c a l  w a t e r f o w l  and  s h o r e b i r d  
f e e d i n g  a n d  r e s t i n g  h a b i t a t  d u r i n g  s p r i n g  a n d  f a l l  m i g r a t i o n .  I n  
t h e  f a l l ,  w a t e r f o w l  w a i t i n g  o u t  b a d  w e a t h e r  r e p l e n i s h  e n e r g y  
r e s e r v e s  on  C h i c k a l o o n  F l a t s  b e f o r e  f l y i n g  s o u t h  t h r o u g h  T u r n a g a i n  
P a s s .  Up t o  25,000 b i r d s  p e r  d a y ,  i n c l u d i n g  up  t o  5,000 l e s s e r  
C anad a  g e e s e  a t  a t im e ,  u s e  t h e  m u d f l a t s  an d  t i d a l  m a r s h  f o r  
r e s t i n g  and  f e e d i n g  d u r i n g  f a l l  m i g r a t i o n .  B e s i d e s  l e s s e r  C an ad a  
g e e s e ,  f a l l  m i g r a n t s  i n c l u d e :  t u n d r a  a n d  t r u m p e t e r  sw a n s ;  w h i t e  -
f r o n t e d  g e e s e ;  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s ;  m a l l a r d s ;  p i n t a i l s ;  g r e e n - w i n g e d  
t e a l ;  s h o v e l e r s ;  g a d w a l l s ;  a n d  A m e r i c a n  w i g e o n .  A d d i t i o n a l  
w a t e r f o w l  s p e c i e s  f o u n d  d u r i n g  i c e - f r e e  m on th s  i n c l u d e :  r e d ­
b r e a s t e d  m e r g a n s e r s ,  c a n v a s b a c k s ,  common m e r g a n s e r ,  g r e a t e r  s c a u p ,  
a n d  common g o l d e n e y e .  Snow g e e s e  a n d  sw an s  a r e  m o s t  n um e ro u s  on  
t h e  f l a t s  d u r i n g  s p r i n g  m i g r a t i o n .
Red p h a l a r o p e s ,  g l a u c o u s - w i n g e d  g u l l s ,  mew g u l l s ,  B o n a p a r t e ' s  
g u l l s ,  a r c t i c  t e r n s ,  common s n i p e ,  y e l l o w l e g o ,  d o w i t c h e r s ,  
s e m i p a lm a t e d  p l o v e r s ,  s a n d p i p e r s ,  w h im b r e l s ,  a n d  g o d w i t s  a l s o  f e e d  
on t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  e o t u a r i n e  t i d e f l a t s .
p u b l i c  USE AND ACCESS: C h i c k a l o o n  F l a t s  h a s  l o n g  b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  
an  im p o r t a n t  w a t e r f o w l  h u n t i n g  a r e a  i n  Cook I n l e t .  F a l l  w a t e r f o w l  
h u n t e r s  a c c e s s  C h i c k a l o o n  F l a t s  b y  f l o a t p l a n e ,  l a n d i n g  on r i v e r  
c h a n n e l s  a n d  l a r g e r  p o n d s ,  o r  a r r i v e  b y  b o a t  f r om  t h e  n e a r b y  
c o m m un i t y  o f  Hope. F o u r- w h e e l  d r i v e  v e h i c l e s  a r e  a l s o  u s e d  t o  
a c c e s s  t h e  a r e a  a l o n g  u n m a i n t a i n e d  p i p e l i n e  a c c e s s  r o a d s  t h r o u g h  
t h e  K e n a i  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e .  M a l l a r d s ,  p i n t a i l s ,  w i g e o n ,  
a n d  g r e e n - w in g e d  t e a l  a r e  r .xsst f r e q u e n t l y  h a r v e s t e d  s p e c i e s .

R E Z E R E H C E S :
Q u im by ,  R o l a n d  L. 1972 W a t e r b i r d  H a b i t a t  an d  Use o f  C h i c k a l o o n  

F l a t s ,  pp 86.
U . S .  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e .  1985 K en a i  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  

R e f u g e  F i n a l  C om p re h e n s i v e  C o n s e r v a t i o n  P l a n ,  pp 195.



A t*  S C * W C £ . t t t C .
MAIL: P.O. BOX 190588
On tho North Shorn ot Lako Hood

ANCHORAGt ,  ALASKA 99519*0588 907*243*5525 
800-433-9114 

FAX 907*243*8311

Con Bunde 
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  AK 99801

F e b r u a r y  2, 1995

Dea r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Bunde ,
K e tchum  A i r  S e r v i c e ,  I n c .  s u p p o r t s  HB 58 and  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  
t h e  C h i c k a l o o n  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .  We b e l i e v e  t h a t  s u c h  a r e a s  
a r e  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  m i g r a t o r y  w a t e r f o w l  and  a r e  a v a l u a b l e  r e s o u r c e  
f o r  a l l  A l a s k a n s .
B e s t  r e g a r d s ,

HELP PROTECT o u n  W llO E R N ES S  RESOURCES 

F iSH lH O  • LOOOES • CAMPS CHARTER • CONTRACT RIVER FLOAT TRJP3 • 5 0A T 6  • MOTORS • RUBBER RAFTS

C r a i g  L .  Ke tchum 
P r e s i d e n t



A la s k a  C h a p te r

Waterfowl U.S.A.
3105A Lakeshorc Ofivo • Suite 105 • Anchorage, Alaska 99517 

(907) 243 3235

Fo b r u a r y  7, 1995 FAX TO 465-2410

R ep r e s e n t a t i v e s  Mark Han ley  
S t a t e  C a p i t a l  
J u n e a u ,  AK 99833
RE: HB 50 C h ic k a lo o n  F l a t s

C r i t i c a l  Hab
Dear Rop rouo r i ta r t l v c  Han ley :
P l e a s e  n up po r t  HB 58, t h e  C h ic k a lo o n  F l a t s  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  b i l l .  
T h i s  a r e a ,  wh ich  i o  on T u rn a g a in  Arm, i s  on tho n o r t h e a s t  s i d e  o f  
t h e  Kena i  P e n i n n u l a .  The a r e a  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  v a l u a b l o  t o  du cko ,  
goose and n h o r o b i r d s  t h a t  u se  t h e  a ro a  t o  r e s t  and f e e d  when on 
m i g r a t i o n .  The re  ir, a l s o  l o c a l  b r e e d i n g  p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  du c ko ,  
g e e s e  and o h o r o b i r d s .  Tho l o c a l  b i r d s  t e n d  t o  be more numerous a t  
P i n c e r  Creek and t h e  C h ic k a lo o n  R i v e r .
T h i s  b i l l  w i l l  a l s o  p r o t o c t  th o  sa lmon run s  t h a t  ancend th e  
C h i c k a lo o n  R i v e r .  Th in  i s  im p o r t a n t  t o  c om m e rc i a l ,  s p o r t  and 
p o roona l  uco  f i s h e rm e n .
Tho C h i c k a lo o n  F l a t s  w i l l  rema in open f o r  o i l  and gao p r o d u c t i o n  
and o x p l o r a t i o n .  F u r t h o r  i t  w i l l  r ema in  open f o r  r a in o r a l  e n t r y  and 
o t h e r  t r a d i t i o n a l  u s e s  su ch  a s  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g  and camp ing .  Wo 
wou ld  a p p r o c i a t o  yo u r  s u p p o r t  on t h i n  b i l l .
S l n c o r o l y ,

C. H. R ooon tha l  
Cha i rman-A lanka Chap te r  
W a te r fow l  U .S .A .

W

' 'IkrlktilcJ id  incn'asinij our wutafinvl moutrr.
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