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SPONSOR STATEMENT
SCSCSHB 58 (STA)

“An Act establishing tf e Chickaloon Flats Critical Habitat Area; and
providing for an effective date.”

The purpose of CSHB 58 is to assure adequate habitat for waterfowl. CSHB 58
will not create a stumbling block for future development of resources nor will
this legislation inhibit access for outdoor recreational purposes. This legislation
strikes a balance between the need to preserve habitat and the possible need to
explore and use our natural resources in the future.

Chickaloon Flata is on the northeast side of the Kcnai Peninsula, on the Tumagain
Arm facing the Anchorage Coastal Refuge and Potter Flats. The area has a local
nesting population of ducks and geese. The most important use of this area is as a
feeding and resting area for migrating ducks, geese and shore birds. Up to 25,000
birds a day use the mud flats and tidal marsh. For example, the area is often used
when Portage Pass is closed due to bad weather. The waterfowl that normally
transit the pass have to have a place to rest and feed. Chickaloon Flats is the
principal place they use on Tumagain Arm.

Alaska has the most comprehensive waterfowl refuge and critical habit*' system
of any state in the nation. It is noteworthy that our critical habitat and waterfowl
refuge system both protect our state’s fragile wildlife habitat areas and allow for
the exploration and use of our natural resources. HB 58 seeks to continue the
balance between natural resource use and habitat protection.

Chickaloon Flats will be an important addition to our critical habitat system. |
urge your positive consideration of this legislation.



ALASKA OUTDOOR COUNCIL
4506 Robbie Rd.
JUNEAU, AK. 99801
(907) 463-3830

Mar. 22,1996

Senator Loren Leman, Chair
Senate Resources Committee
Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, Ak. 99801

Dear Senator Leman:

The Alaska Outdoor Council supports 11D 58, "Chickaloon Flats Critical Habitat Area"
with one caveat We would like the current bill amended so as to give a better level of
protection to traditional access. We suggest amending the bill itself, or the purposes
section AS 16.20.500 by inserting appropriate language creating reasonable parameters
under which the Commissioner of Fish and Game would be constrained whenever

closing any traditional access to a critical habitat area.

Sincerely,
Eddie Grasser
Governmental Affairs

cc.  Rep.Con Bunde

Official Stale Association of the National Rifle Association



Figure 1. Area Map
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n: The proposed Chickaloon Flats Critical Hapitat Area is

ILd)cCaAtTeld) on. the south side of Turnagain Arm at the head of Cook
Inlet and is bisected by the Chickaloon River,

area DESCRIPTION: The proposed Chickaloon Flats Critical Habitat
Area encompasses a Iarge expanse of state- owned tidelands Iying
within the 'Kenal PeninSula Borough Adjacent uplands are ma aged
\W the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as part of the Kenai Natio

ildlife Refuge.
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adwalls; and
ound during ice-free mont include:

rs, canvasbacks, common merganser greater sc
eye, Snow geese and swans are moSt numerou
spring migration.

Red phalarop glaucous-winged gulls mew ulls Bonapartes
g arctic térns, common Snlhlo yeIIowe dochhe
emipalmated plovers, sandpipers, whimbrels odwits also feed
on the product|ve eotuarine tideflats.

public USE AND Access. Chickaloon Flats has Ion? been re fogmzed as
ﬁn |mPortant waterfow untmg1 area |n et. Fall waterfowl
unters access |ckaoon lats Ioat lane, ndmd on r|v%r
channels and Iar%er onds, or a rive boat from Yhe near
comm uth{ our-wheel drive ve icles are alsg used t
access the area orw unma|nta|ned p|pe| e access roas t,rou%
the Kenal Natiopal ldlife Refuge.” Mallards, E)lnta|s wigeon,
and green- W|nged teal are rxsst frequently harvested species.
REZEREHCES:
Qmmb{n,| tRoland L. 1972 Waterbird Habitat and Use of Chickaloon
ats, pp 8

U.S. Fl?h and W|Id||fe Service. 1985 Kena Natlonal W|Id||fe
Refuge Final Comprehensive Conservation Plan, pp 1
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On tho North Shorn ot Lako Hood FAX gg%ﬁg*g%ﬁ

gon Bunde
tate Ca |to|
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February 2, 1995

Dear Representative Bunde,

Ketchum Air Service, Inc. sup orts HB 58 and the estabhshment of
the Chickaloon Critical Habitat Area. g believe 1hat such areas
are ber1e|C|a| to m|gratory wateromH and are a valuable resource
for all Alaskans.

Best regards,

Craig L. Ketchum
L.

HELP PROTECT oun WIIOERNESS RESOURCES
FiSHIHO « LOOOES + CAMPS CHARTER ¢+ CONTRACT RIVER FLOAT TRJP3+50AT6 + MOTORS * RUBBER RAFTS



Alaska Chapter

Watterfowl USA

3105A Lakeshorc Ofivo « Suite 105 « Anchorage, Alaska 99517
(907) 243 3235

Fobruary 7, 1995 FAX TO 465-2410

Rteé)trees(e:r;tanves Mark Hanley

?uneau Aq< %9833

RE: HB higkal Fl
CH?PCE% l% oon Flats

Dear Roprouoritartlve Hanley:

%ease nupport HB. 58 t e Chickaloon Flats C[]mcal ab|tat,(§)|ll
IS area, hmh | una aln _Arm, is on tho nlorlbeast side of
the Kena P nin he aea |s especilally vaua 0 Jo ucko,
005e an nh Bblrds that ue e aroa to rest ang feed when on
|egra |o e ir, 0 oc breedin PO ulations of ducko
egse an oropirds. ?( ca b| ds tend fo be more numerous at
INCer Cre and the Chickaloon River,.
his Qill i als otoct. tho salmon runs that ancend the
Ehwkaqoon % ﬁ) IS important to commercial, sport and
poroonal uco f ermen
Thg Ch|?ka|o on Flats will remaP open for oi| and rqao productio
OXP oratijon. Furthor it will remain oPen or raifforal entry an
ﬁ raditional uses such as hthm .. 1shing and camping.
wou appromato your support on thin "bill.

Sincoroly,

Ehali-lr'maRr?PXPtrg]ka Chapter
Waterfowl U.S.

J>sn>_

lkrlktilcJid incn'asinijour wutafinvimoutrr.
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