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To Sen. Loren Leman
Chairman Resources Committee
4/15/96

Dear Mr.Chairman

| would like to take this opportunity to once more comment on S.B. 547.
Time is short so I'll be brief. This is | believe avery dangerous bill. It sets a
precedent never before seen in Alaska or anywhere else for that matter. It
gives property rights to a very valuable fisheries resource, sea urchins, to
individuals who have never participated in the harvest of this resource. The
precedent doesn’t stop there however. The bill lumps four dive fisheries into
one. The net result is that someone participating in one of the four would
gualify in all four whether or not they had participated in that fishery or not.

The estimated X-vcsscl value of sea urchins alone is estimated at a potential
of 30 million dollars annually for the Southeast region alone. By contrast the
Sitka Sound Herring Sackroe fishery this year was estimated at 16 million
dollars X-vcsscl value. Hie 51 permits for this fishery arc estimated to be
worth between 400 and 500 thousand per permit. A sea urchin permit alone
would be worth several hundred thousand dollars. This is fishing for windfall
profits not fish.

Recently alimited access program was established for shrimp fishing in
Southeast Alaska. | would be interested in knowing how many of these
permits will be sold in the first month when they become transferable.

In these troubled times in the fishing industry these resources represent a way
for fishing communities and fishermen to diversify. The resource would not
be well used, in my opinion, to enrich ahandful of divers intent on a
windfall profit.

Yrmri

Matt Donohoe. Po. Box 3114 Sitka. Ak. 99835. Ph. 7476467
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Dear Resorce Committee Members

| would like to state a fe v facts based on the emotional testimony you
heard yesterday. First off the issue concerning the eighteen Ocean Fresh
divers, these indivuals signed a contract with Ocean Fresh to do a test
fishery not an open access fishery, this contract stated they would not get
any points towards a limited entry permit or any moratorium. These
individuals had many opportunities from 94-95 to participate in any of the
dive fisheries and qualify for this moratorium, plus if rthey were trucly
serious about urchin diving they would have done this fishcrv in 92-93
which would also have qualified them for the moratorium. If this fishery is
not put on moratorium this year after all this moratorium talk next you will
turn into acircus fishery, with lots of peoplejumping in only to qualify for

the moratorium.

Thank you

Pc-tcrsyour”.jsvt
MM *,

tot*, p.02
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Michael J. Byrer
P. O. Box 1325
Petersburg, AK 99833
(907)772-3384

To: Senate Resource Committeo

Re: CS For Houso Bill NO. 547

Dear Senate Committee Mombers,

My name 16 Michael Byrer, and | am currently a diver participating in tho SE
Alaska Soa Cucumbor fishery. |would like to take this opportunity to voice my oprnL >
on the dlvo fishery moratorium bill now In committeo. | myself, alonfl with every
person that | know that no v participates in all of the fisheries covored in this bill,
strongly support this bill as it Is written. Wo fool that any chango in the language In this
bill will seriously jeopardi2o the futuro of our fisheries.

During the teleconference that took placo on April 12, 1996 we heard from
divert who participated in the test fishery that would be shut out of the moratorium.
Our position ts that theso poople made a decision basod on grood not to participate in
any current open access divo fishery, and therefore should not bo considered during
discussion of tho bill. Thoy were all gh/on d special exemption that would have
allowed them to participate in soa cucumbers, geoducks, ond abalono If they had so
desired. They mado a conscious doclsion to stay on tho urchin grounds basod solely
on oconomics, and mado no effort to get Into other fisherlos when glvon the
opportunity. They talk about how thoy pioneered the urchin flshory, but this is only by
default. Many Alaskan divers inquired about diving for Ocean Fresh, but were tumod
away for lack of experionco. How are wo supposed to get experience when we aro
turned away from the opportunity to loam undir tho controlled tost fishery. Theso
poople were moro than happy to take jobs from intarosted Alaskan drvors, anc now
are screaming and crying and trying to dostroy an opportunity for all divers now
invotvod in these fishorios. Almost overy porson involved in current SE Alaska dlvo
fishorios supports this bin as is. We would ask the committee, tho Sensto, and tho
Govomor to all do what is right for alt of Alaska.

By making any special exemption for these few opportunists, you would
seriously domago the Integrity of this bill, and would certainly orodo the overwhelming
support that this bill now enjoys. Everybody knows that we havo a chance to secure a
viable fishery, protect the stocks, and stop tho rapid growth in thoso fisheries. If
something is not dono right now to stop ihe rise in participation, we will have
essentially shot oursetve* In the toot. Instoad of deelrtg with 15 or so unhappy
people, you WU bo dealing with hundreds. By pasting HB 547 now, you will ensure
that parameters will bo in place lo help Alaukan d) in conjunction with tho Board of
Fisheries dovolop e long term, economically sound f ihery for overyone to enjoy. We
implore you to do the right thing now in order to secure our futuro.

| thank you for your time and consideration on this matter.

Sincerely yours.
Michael J. Byrer
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Androw W. Kilttitms
P.O. Box 1544
Petersburg, AK 99833

Door Senato Resource Committee Members,

| am writing In support of HB 547. | bolleve voting yes Is tho onfy way to vote on
this mattor. Tho Alaska Dopartment of Rah and Game, Commercial Fisheries Entry
Commission, Stato of Alaska Attomoy Genoral, Alaska Houso of Representatives, and
vast majority of dyers throughout Southeast Alaska havo all supported this bill. Even
the California basod procossor, Ocoon Fresh Seafoods, has rocently supported tho
bill. Any opposition for HB 547 Is coming from two small factions.

First, there are thoso who aro not actlvo commorciol divers, and logically will not
gualify to fish undor this temporary moratorium.

Soconrd, tﬁorn are a handful of divers that Ocean Fresh Soafoods brought Into
Alaska apod ICSIY to ha,vost urchins under a private and 0XC|US|€O agrooment.

Those d/voro signed a legal contract with tho Alaska Dopartment of Fish and Game,
which specifically statod that their participation in this privato tost fiehory would not In
any way qualify them for a moratorium. Those dtvors knew that this tosl fishery was
only a single yoar project, aftor which they would have no right to any furthor op-sn
access urchin .Hshory of any kind.

If this bill fails, tha cucumber end gooduck fishorios | currently participate in will
be overrun with drvora whose main concom is to qualify for o future moratorium. The
result win bo a loss of winter rovonua for my family ond moro importantly harm
Southeast Alaska aquatic rosourcos. Ploase see through tho smokoscraen and
support HB 547 as tho dlvo industry has.

Thank you.

Androw W. Kjtrams

UIWC p.03
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SPONSOR STATEMENT
House RIilt 547

"An Act relating to a four-year moratorium on entry into Southeast Alaska dive fisheries."

House Bill 547 would place a moratorium on new entrants into four of the Southeast
Alaska dive fisheries. It would include sea urchin, sea cucumber, geoduck and abalone.

Commercial fishermen are attempting to diversify within commercial fisheries. In the
Southeast dive fisheries, diversification is occurring by fishing for more than € species.

This increased interest and effort caused the number of divers to be precariously high at the

end of 1995.

The purpose of this moratorium is to set aside a penod of time for examination of each
aspect of the Southeast dive fisheries absent concern of increasing harvest effort. There is
more than keen interest in the dive fisheries from residents and non residents The
Department of Fish & Came has been gathering assessment and management data on these
fisheries. A moratorium on new entry into the Southeast Alaska dive fisheries is necessary

to allow a proper review and analysis of the sea cucumber, ahdooe. sea urchin and

gcodock fisheries.

The Southeast Alaska sea urchin fishery cannot be opened due to lack of research and
management. The large number of new divers interested in this fishery would be difficult

to manage and may threaten the sustained yield management of the sea urchin resource.

House Bill 547 places a four-year moratorium on entrants into the sea cucumber, sea
urchin, geoduck ami abalone fisheries. The moratorium is necessary to provide an

opportunity to investigate alternative means of fishing effort regulation that may be more

appropriate for these fishenes.

Iiii » KnUik *» UuvmOwl ¢ Snow



Coordination of available data and investigation into the management of these fisheries
should provide long term opportunities to the state and its residents. These valuable
fishery resources need special attention. House Bill 547 would provide the mechanism for
the development of sustainable fisheries which provide the best economic opportunity to

the participants and the best economic return for the state.
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Preliminary Data

Southeast ,ﬁ:g%?liigé)sve Fishery

CFEC Report 96-5
March 20,1996

Al Tingiey

Alaska Consnercial Fisheries Entry Consnissicn
8800 Glacior Hwy. al09
Juneau.AK 99801



Table of Contents

Abalong

Table Al. Number of persons, average, median and total pounds
and earnings, by year, for the Southeast Alaska abalone fishery,
1983-1995.

Table A2. Number of participants, average and total pounds and
earnings, by year and residency in the Southeast Alaska abalone
fishery, 1983-1995.

Table A3. Numb-*/ of unique individuals who Tfished in the
Southeast Alaska abalone fishery during the given time period,

1983-1995.

Sea Cucumbers

Table CI. Number of persons, average, median and total pounds
and earnings, by year, for the Southeast Alaska sea cucumber
fishery, 1983-1995.

Table C2. Number of participants, average and total pounds and
earnings, by year and residency in the Southeast Alaska sea
cucumber fishery, 1983-1995.

Table C3. Number of unique individuals who fished in the
Southeast Alaska sea cucumber fishery during the given time
period, 1983-1995.

Geoducko

Table GI. Number of persons, average, median and total pounds
and earnings, by year, for the Southeast Alaska geoduck fishery,
1983-1995.

Table G2. Number of participants, average and total pounds and
earnings, by year and residency in the Southeast Alaska geoduck
fishery, 1983-1995.

Table G3. Number of unique individuals who fished in the
Southeast Alaska geoduck fishery during the given time period,
1983-1995.



Table of Contents

Sea Urchins

Table 01. Number of persons, average, median and total pounds
and earnings, by year, for the Southeast Alaska sea urchin
fishery, 1903-1995.

Table U2. Number of participants, average and total pounds and
earnings, by year and residency in the Southeast Alaska sea
urchin fishery, 1903-1995.

Table U3. Number of unique individuals who fished in the
Southeast Alaska sea urchin fishery during the given time period,

1983-1995.

Combined Dive Fishery

Table TI. Number of unique individuals who Tfished in the
combined abalone, sea cucumber, gcoduck and 3ea urchin fisheries
during the given time period, 1983-1995.



Southeast Abalone Fish
Participation/Landin

e
g

r )
STt

1983-1995

arnings

Table Al. Number of persons, average, median and total pounds and
earnings, by year, for the Southeast Alaska abalone fishery, 1983-1995.
Number of Pounds Earnings
Year Persons Average Median Total Average Median Total
83 22 2,127 1,056 46,804 $5,945 $2,454 $130,788
64 28 3,411 2,031 95,512 $8,373 $4,869 $234,445
85 28 2,680 1,081 75,053 $7,793 $3,189 $218,198
86 23 2,638 1, 099 60,666 $7,254 $3,046 $166,838
87 42 1,623 803 68,173 $5,021 $2,453 $210,901
89 45 1,691 1, 684 76,100 $6,830 $6,802 $307,368
89 66 936 686 61,804 $5,010 $3,797 $330,678
90 97 705 371 68,386 $3,855 $2,430 $373,905
91 95 464 321 44,034 $2,816 $2,025 $267,512
92 99 362 246 35,863 $3,885 $2,528 $384,602
93 85 410 331 34,852 $5,964 $4,730 $506,976
94 101 227 162 22,879 $3,398 $2,273 $343,194
95 95 151 87 14,352 $1,332 $825 $126,560

Al



Southeast Abalone Fishery, 1983-1995
Participation/Landings/Earnings
Resident vs. Nonresident

Table A2. Number of participants, average and total pounds and earnings, by year and residency in
the Southeast Alaska abalone fishery, 1983-1995.

Resident NpnrePideP-t
Number of Pounds Earnings Number of Pounds Earnings*®

Year Persons Average Total Average Total Persons Average Total Average Total
83 22 2,127 46,804 $5,945 $130,788

84 20 3,411 95,512 $8,373 $234,445

85 28 2,680 75,053 $7,793 $218,198

86 ©

87 38 1,778 67,570 $5,501 $209,020 4 151 603 $4 70 $1,881
88 40 1,670 66,792 $6,744 $269,773 5 1,862 9,308 $7,519 $37,595
89 60 937 56,228 $5,031 $301,843 6 929 5,576 $4,606 $28,835
90 78 668 52,109 $3,634 $283,461 19 857 16,277 $4,760 $90,444
91 79 460 35,906 $2,891 $225,530 17 478 8,128 $2,470 $41,983
92 79 379 29,918 $4,259 $336,498 20 297 5,945 $2,405 $48,10
93 71 410 29,116 $5,986 $425,003 14 410 5,736 $5,1355 $81,973
94 91 237 21,540 $3,555 $323,482 10 134 1,339 $1,971 $19,712
95 90 156 14,211 $1,393 $125,361 5 28 141 $240 $1,199

« Confidential Data



Southeast yUgalonVFishery, 1983- 1995
yOnique®Phrt:icipatlon Count. *

S¢S £ asr.s.W

1983-1995.
Cumulative Unique
Year Combination Individuals

Jan. 1996 to Jan. 1, 1995 IE?A?
Jan. . 1996 to Jan. 1, 1994 a7
Jan. , 1996 to Jan. I, 1993 Yos
Jan. . 1996 to Jan. |1, 1992 e
Jan. . 1996 to Jan. I, 1991 pa
Jan. . 1996 to Jan. I, 1990 o
Jan. , 1996 to Jan. 1, 1989 o
Jan. . 1996 to Jan. 1, 1980 11
Jan. . 1996 to Jan. |, 1987 31
Jan. , 1996 to Jan. 1, 1986 o
Jan. . 1996 to Jan. 1, 1985 S0
Jan. , 1996 to Jan. 1 1984 s
Jan. . 1996 to Jan. 1. 1983



Southeast Sea Cucumber Fi
Participation/Landin
Table CI. Number ol persons, average,
earnings, by year, for
1983-1995,

Number of
Y ear Persons

83

94

87 12
88 5
89 94
90 238
91 204
92 240
93 320
94 232
95 440

Confidential

Average

6,131
10,081
13,797

9,149

6,117

5,207

3,014

4,168

3,830

D ata

P.Wllda

1983-1990

ery, .
/EgmanB

median and total
the Southeast Alaska sea cucumber

Median

5,738
13,351
7,586
4,758
3,585
3,734
2,333
2,746
2,475

Total

73,567
50,403
1,296,921
2,177,433
1,247,907
1,249.621
964,343
966,873
1,685,235

Cl

Average

$1,287
$2,127
$5,768
$5,375
$4,908
$4,828
$3,112
$7,439
$4,909

pounds and
fishery,

$1.
$2,
$3,
$2,
$2,
$3,

$2,

$4.
$3,

205
817
164
886
669
554
462
901
051

$15. 449
$10. 635
$542. 168
$1 ,279,,270
$1 .001,,141
$1 .158,,799
$995, ,783
$1 .725,,868
$2 .159,,004



Southeast Soa Cucumbor Fiohory, 1983-1995
Participation/Landingo/Earnings
Resident vo. Nonreoidcnt

Table C2. Number of participants, average and total pounds and earnings, by year and residency 1in
the Southeast Alaska sea cucumber Ffishery, 1983-1995.

Resident N — Nonresident

Number of Pounds EarnlD 3fj----------- Number of Pounds Eﬂgnlnqa -
Year Persons AverageTotal Average Total Persons Average  Total Average Total
63 ®
84 ©
87 ©
88 5 10,081 50,403 $2,127 $10,635
89 67 12,373 828,963 $5,147 $344,864 27 17,332 467,968 $7,308 $197,304
90 165 8,316 1,372,091 $4,967 $819,491 73 11,032 805,342 $6,298 $459,787
91 146 6,664 972,904 $5,338 $779,304 58 4,741 275,003 $3,825 $221,837
92 136 5,144 699,610 $4,737 $644,192 104 5,289 550.011 $4,948 $514,607
93 145 3,180 461,109 $3,257 $472,264 175 2,876 503.234 $2,992 $523,519
94 190 4,227 803,224 $7,546 $1,433,755 42 3.896 163,649 $6,955 $292,11*
95 348 3,769 1,311,529 $4,886 $1,700,392 92 4,062 373.706 $4,994 $459,411

« Confidential Data



Southeast fffMCCRrcuaO>or7>iiihory# 1983*1995
Unique Participation Count

Table C3. Number of unique individual who fiohed in the
Southeaot Alaska ooa cucumbor fiohory during tho given time

period, 1903*1995.

Cumulative Unique

Year Combination Xndividuaio
Jan. 1. 1996 to Jan. 1. 1995 440
Jan. 1. 1996 to Jan. 1. 1994 472
Jan. 1, 1996 to Jan. 1, 1993 636
Jan. 1. 1996 to Jan. 1. 1992 608
Jan. 1. 1996 to Jan. 1. 1991 756
Jan. 1, 1996 to Jan. 1. 1990 066
Jan. 1. 1996 to Jan. 1. 1989 087
Jan. 1, 1996 to Jan. 1, 1907 *092
Jan. 1. 1996 to Jan. 1. 1984 094



Table GI.
earnings,

Year

63
34
85
96
87
96
99
90
91
92
93
94
95

Number of
Persons

14
16
22
22
39
52
106

Confidential

Number of persons,
by year,

Southeast Oooduck Fishery,
Participation/Landings/K

average,

1963*1995
ernings

median and total

pounds andl

for the Southeaot Alaska geoduck fishery, 1983* 1995.
Pounds £a;;hdb3&-
Average Median Total Average Medtan Total
18.709 7,330 130.961 53.725 51.466 526.075
31.643 35.104 189,856 59,556 510.719 557.330
14,603 5,285 204 .441 57.397 52.643 5103.562
16.925 6,240 270.806 50.600 53.120 5137.600
11,254 8. 104 247,594 56.966 55.129 5153.255
8.877 7,246 195.286 59.813 58.098 5215.897
5.367 4.683 209.322 97.892 56.795 5307.417
2.927 2.667 1*7,010 54.625 54.363 5240.508
2.460 1.677 260.808 54_.956 53.069 5525.341
Data



Tabl.

Year

61
64
65
66
69
e»
69
90
91
92
93
94
95

0*. Nw* «

Kusber of
Persons

"
9

12
10

13
51

Confidential

ot participants,
the Southeast Alaska geoduck fishery.

RsalflgfIL.

d
Average Total
11.643 169.856
9.609 115.1U
6.595 65.746
14.260
55.934

Data

Southeast Geoduck Fishery. 1961*1155
participatlon/LandIngs/Kernlngs

Resident vs.
av.ra*. and total
1983*1995.

Karnlraa .
Average Total
59 556 557.316
54.966 559.851
54.067 540.871
51.795 523.329
52.0:6 5102.612

llonresldent

pound, and carnin,..

Kuffber of
Persons Average

4 36.674
12 15.154

39 r' B\AM

55 fWi3.725

QUFIIFI— — -

Total

155.495
161.846

132.750
204.674

Averar

519.417

by year and rualdancy 1in

Total

S577.748

59.365 5112.382

55.569
57,602

5217,17"
5422 .529



Southeastrfl#o3uck*Fishery,

1983*1*95

Unique Participation Count

ol Number of unique

M
19831995.

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

£

PR R RRPRRRPRERPRE

9U wu

individualo who fished in

h «vy

Year Combination

1996
1996
1996
1996
1996
1996
1996
1996
1996

to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

PR - -
T ]

during tho glvon t M porlod.

03

1995
1994
1993
1992
1991
1990
1989
1988
1986

Cumulative Unique
Individuals

106
114
124
125
133
139
143
144
147



el
44
45
36
47
40
49
90
>1
92
93
95

11
12
13
19

10

37
17

Southeast flea Urchin Fishery,
participation/Landings/Earnings

9.762
10,490
21.722
34.367
13.602
14.207

3.254
29,039
11.574

0.440

Confidential Data

11

25

.014
.707
13.
.102
. 744
15.
.040
.106
.647
.940

550

905

107

202

142

Ul

.380
125.

973

.384
552.
54.

965
409

.060

16.
174.
420.
143.

270
233
220
465

51
51
53
55
55
53

1983*1995

.707
.312
.059
.057
.535
.509
5056

58 . 741

53
52

.345
.405

5374
5590
51.911
5750
55.205
53.946
5800
57.501
51.632
52.263

519.
515.
539.
596.

522

656
747
763
065

.141
53S.
54.
552.
$123,
540.

091
279
444
756
693



Tabl

e U2. Number of participants,
the Southeast Alaska sea urchin fishery,

Number of

Year Persons

03
84
85
86
87
88

89 .

90
91
92
93
95

=
VO P ¢ 0 6 DRW o 0 0 o

[E

Confidential

Southeast Soa Urchin Piahary,

Resident
Pounds
Average Total
32,162 418.110
13,602 54,409
8,022 112,309
6,067 54,604

Data

1983*1995

Participation/Landingo/Earningo
Roeidont vo.

average and total

1983*1995.
Earnlnga
Average Total
$4,736 $61,562
$5,535 $22,141
$2,318 $32,457
$1,729 $15,562

Nonresident

Number of
Persons

23

pounds and earnings,

Nonresident

Pounds
Average Total
39,143 234,655
13,735 315,911
11.110 88,881

by year and residency in

Earnings
Average Total
$5,754 $34,524
$3,969 $91,298
$3,166 $25,331



Southeaot®"Son*"_Urchin® Fiohory, 1983-1995
Uniqua Participation Count

Table U3. Number of unique individuals who fished in the
Southeast Alaska sea urchin fishery during the ”“iven time period,

1983-1995.

Cumulative Unique

Year Combination Individuals
Jan. 1, 1996 to Jan. 1. 1993 17
Jan. 1, 1996 to Jan. 1. 1992 50
Jan. 1, 1996 to Jan. 1, 1991 53
Jan. 1, 1996 to Jan. 1, 1990 58
Jan. 1, 1996 to Jan. 1, 1989 64
Jan. 1, 1996 to Jan. 1, 1988 65
Jan. 1. 1996 to Jan. 1, 1987 80
Jan. 1, 1996 to Jan. 1, 1986 85
Jan. 1. 1996 to Jan. 1, 1985 90
Jan. 1, 1996 to Jan. 1, 1984 96

u3



Southeaot Alaoka Diving Pioherico, 1903-1995
Abalone*;" Sea* "Cucumber/ Geoduck "and Sea Urchin
Unique Participation Count

Table TI. Number of unique individuals who fished in the
combined abalone, sea cucumber, geoduck and sea urchin fisheries
during the given time period, 1983-1995.

Cumulative Unique

Year Combination Individuals
Jan. , 1996 to Jan. 1, 1995 474 s
Jan. , 1996 to Jan. 1, 1994 533 -
Jan. . 1996 to Jan. 1, 1993 709
Jan. , 1996 to Jan. 1, 1992 797
Jan. , 1996 to Jan. 1, 1991 076
Jan. , 1996 to Jan. 1, 1990 906
Jan. , 1996 to Jan. 1, 1989 1015
Jan. , 1996 to Jan. 1, 1980 1021
Jan. , 1996 to Jan. 1, 1987 1042
Jan. , 1996 to Jan. 1, 1986 1051
Jan. , 1996 to Jan. 1, 1985 1060
Jan. , 3996 to Jan. 1. 1904 1070
Jan. , 1996 to Jan. 1, 1983 1073



MAR-22-98 FRI 17:20 CFEC

GTATB OP ALASKA

FAX NO. 937 7B9 6170

Commercial Fisheries oatry Commission
8800 Glacier Hvry K109

Juneau, AK 99801
(907)789-6160

Southeast Alaska Diviuy Fisheries

Abalo

Number of Unique
Ne and Geoduck Fisheries Combined

Individuals

Who Fished Duriuy the Given Time Period

Year Combination

Jan. 1, 1996
Jan. 1, 1996
Jan. I, 1996
Jan. 1, 1996
Jan. 1. 1996
Jan. 1, 1996
Jun. 1, 1996
Jane 1. 1996
Jan. 1, 1996
Jan. 1. 1996
Jan. 1. 1996
Jan. 1, 1996
Jan. L. 1996

Fnrch 22. 1996
AC73

tc
to
to
to
to
to
to
CO
to
to
to
to
tc

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

PRRPRPRPRRPRE R

1995
1994
1993
1992
1991
1990
1989
1998
1987
1986
1985
1984
1983

Cumulative Unique
Individuals

188
250
292
331
365
390
407
413
425
431
439
446
149

P. 02
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Patrick M. Cawln
P 0 Box 102\
MaUakaUa, Alaska 99926

April 13, 1096

THE SENATE RESOURCE COMMITTEE
STATE CAPITOL

JUNEAU, ALASKA
DEAR SENATORS;

IS tho ’Iegoislatjve Intont" of CSH8 647 that thoso who qualify undor threo othor
fishorfes ‘oo given a highor priority classification In tho urchin fishery than thoso
whom havo actually boon urchin divers?

UNDER CSHB 647 | QUALIFY FOR AN URCHIN UCENSE DUE TO MY
PARTICIPATION IN THE URCHIN FISHERY AT SITKA IN 93.

DOES CSHB 647 DIRECT THE COMMERCIAL FISH ENTRY COMMISSION TO GIVE
ABALONE, CUCUMBER AND/OR GEODUCK DIVERS, A HIGHER PRIORITY
LICENSE, UNDER CSHB 547 SEC.3 (F), THAN URCHIN DIVERS IN THE URCHIN

FISHERY.

Sincerely,

PATRICK M. CASSIN

TOTAL P.0O1
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Patrick M. CassIn
P.0. Box 109
METLAKATLA. AK 99926

April 3, 1996

The Senate Resource Cijommittec

State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Williams

Both urchins and gooducks are eme dqlng fisheries In Alaska, Under the current version
o< CSHB 547, anyone who harveste eoducks between 1994 and 1996 w«quallf t0
harvest cea urchlns In orderto ee U|ta le to urchin and geoduck d |vere t e 19 2-93

red. sea urchin fishery should qualif the 50 participants as *prooT (p
satisfactory to CFECyor onlryqnto oAIaskg Stat geo@ucl?d?ver‘ ery

By this amendment no new divers would be added to the total number of divers In
Southeast Alaska. Participants of the red sea urchin fishery, 1992-93 are allowed lo

dive undor CSHB 547 (4/01/96).

Please amend CSHB 547, Sec.2 (c), Ihe geoduck fishery, to incfudo those who
partidpoted in the 1992-93 sea urchin fishery.

SIncarefy.

Patrick M. Casein
(907) 886-3105 home
(907) 886-3186 work  $1% *
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Jeff Martin

P.0. BOX 268
Mctlakatla, AK

99926

Resource Committee
State Capitol
Juneau, AK
99801-1182

To the Members of the Resource Committee:;

Ref. CSHB 547

My name is Jeff Martin. | am a diver in Southeast Alaska. | am also a
resident and a registered voter. | am currently involved in the red sea urchin
test fishery in area 101.

Due to specific wording in the bill, CSHB 547 does not allow myself
and fifteen other professional” urchin divers to qualify for an urchin permit
simply because we do not have landings of other types of shellfish. The
reason for not having such landings is because we needed to bring a certain
amount of sea urchin reqularly to make the current test fishery {1995-96)
work. We as urchin divers have invested a lot of time and effort to not be
involved in the fishery we built. It would benefit the fishery greatly to
include the divers who have recent experience diving red sea urchin by
including wording which would allow permits for divers who worked the test

fishery.

Take into consideration, this is my livelihood. | am a resident, a
professional urchin diver, and, under the current wording, | do not qualify for
an urchin diver permit. Please consider changing the wording to include
those of us who participated in tire test fishery.
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Senatfc Resources Comnltae Member, April 11# 19c
I ea an ovnar / oporator of an Alaskan Commercial fishing

vassal. 1 fiah full tina as my primary source of income and

support of my family.

I participate exclusively in diva fiahariaa ar.d havo fiahod
in Southeant, Cook Inlet# and Kodiak.

Since 1 havo rotated fishing areas and seasons to maximize
my income , under current proposed legislation, specifically
House Bill 547, 1 vould be disqualified from a permit.

Z am opposed to House Bill 547 an it 1is written.

I vould like HO 547 to bo ammended to allow all ty statovide
landings and my participation in the current urchin test fishery
to qualify mo for future participation in dive flshorles.

I have invcotod many hours of sffort and much motioy in

equipment to help develop and further the dive fisheries.l do

not want to ba excluded. Thank you for your conaidaration.

Sincerely#

Eric T. Koelfel
Owner/Operator P/V YOUNG SPRITE
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PATRICK M. CASSIN
P.0.BOX 109
METLAKATLA. AK 99926

SENATE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

STATE CAPITOL
JUNEAU, AK 99801-U82

04/02/96

The Urchin fishery is new io Southeast Alaska The 7634 hours spent underwater during
the test fishery in District L by divers has returned millions ofdollars to the community.
This was accomplished by forty-six divers, twenty-two o fwho are residents.

These are the divers who helped start the Sea Urchin Fishery. The knowledge and labor
gained and contributed to it were expended in an attempt to start a fishery and participate

in it
We ask that the participants in the test fishery be included in bill 547. Specifically that
547 be amended in:

Section 2 (d) to allow participants in the Sea Urchin test fishery for 1995-199710 use
that participation as proof, satisfactory to CFEC for entry into the Southeast A [*3kiSc*
Urchin dive fishery.

Section 2§g) exclusive of the Sea Urchin fishery. The Sea Urchin fishery should be
allowed to develop Participation in the Urchin fishery during the moratorium should

determine who is eligible for an entry permit.

Section 3 (t) exclusive of the Sea Urchin fishery. As stated above participation dunng
the moratorium will provide the first true test of who will actually work in this emerging

fishery.

Pat M. Cassin
907 886 3196 W
907 886 3195 H

TOTAL P.02
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Southeast Alm La Harvest Dtvere Association

P.0. Box 6263
Hatchilean, Ak'. 99901
Ph.(907)2250119

Honorable Jarry Matkic APS
[luuso oT Representative*

N N qgan1-1182

DearJan

& JaOr%lbehairofthe Association 1would Uke to thank you for your squort of
Home bill 547 and for taking the time to work with Chrnl on an equitable anhftion to
your amendment Although many of us feel your amendmrulis a cutoprnmUc to our
original goal, we realtie your support is much more Important In getting pauugr of
tha bilL Afterah it'sa fair compromise and see noed yoar support.

We hope yon will continue working with Cheryl Sutton, Hilt WUHema, and
Kobtn Taylor In getting the bill passed. |f there b anything we ran do help please
contact tn and k* me know, we would Q*a to stay loroKed lo the process.

Sincerelﬁ
Scotl D. Thomas



25/%
Scott I). Thomas
945 Uncoln ST.
Ketchikan AK. 99901
*h. (907) 225-31*9
Fa1(907) 247-SJWI

Alaska Legislature

Dear: Fellow Alaikani - _ _
| Am writing in regard) to Rep. Dill William* bill to enact a for 4 year moratorium

on all Southeatt Alatka Dive fisheries. | support the bill at writlen.

A* a fourth generation Alaskan and committed commercial Fisherman | ba*e
struggled tn recent years to maintain my Southeatt Seine operation and with current
market couditions in the Salmon industry | tee the struggle getting worse. Oser the past
ten years in the Salmon business, at an owner operator, [ have dlsersifled my operation
Into as manr different fisheries at | could Le. Halibut, Dlackcod, Herring, Tendering, and
mostfreﬁenty | have participated for the past 3 yean in the Sea Cucumber and Geoduck

ive fisheries.

During the short time | hate heen involved in these dive fisheries | have teen the
participation increase dramatically, as Lam sure CFKC can confirm. This past?;ean
participation reached a level fo where both the (koduck and Sea Cucumber fishery were
no Ion?er feasible lo operate my vessel and it's my opinion these fisheries are right al the
edge of being unmanageable in the eyes of the Dept of Fith&Gamc.

Although I feel this moratorium eomes "a day late and a dollar short" if passed it
WOU]d(F(OVIde the opportunity to salvag?e these fltherin, which we have invested our lives.
In hindsight | blame no one but myselffor not getting involved the process sooner.

This bill would solve tome si?nificant problems for the industry. _
1.) It would give the Dept, the power to manage these recourses much more effectlvel?]/.
2.d|t would provide opportunity to the fishermen who have made a commitment to the
industry.
J.) It wguld protect the opportunity frr all of Southeastern Alaska's dive harvesters fo
participate In the now controversial I'rchin fishery from droves of out of state divert who
are now other wise sure lo come.

In conclusion this bill tells me that our local representatives, Ie%islature and State
are willing to make the same commitment fo fishermen like mjsclf at | have made to the
State. It gives us the opportunity fo continue servicing debt on State loan, boat mortgages
and other commitments we have made to the State of Alatka. The bill maintains
opportunity, after all it's really the opportunity we are after,

Sincerely
Scott D. Thomas
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Calcy N. McCay

17V Moriah M* ch 27* W6
S SORERE wag

ToAkAiLaftaMon I\RZJ_'IQ%

timbur*, |
tom my fcl.

d‘%&lu%tof’sré“m b rt];] hc?/))(/t(\/\yﬂgmwi\;eﬁprhnr& baE |hovwnao|| ol dollar (l)JSuIEmS?En??oLﬂJ i
gch ixhi. Ux k 0 e,g*dmvm ave yto éj prm o Mp® *1eFrf 2
tod gr|]nct% ctrgim ttaQBaétéC?”% @orrt‘b nctbtd Thcg Adphxwam"tSc
fthcr open for another year aoihcy can hareoneflnalcmton ty [OMIMy fora

Pn |He tim g arrl%veC (lJthv?m gvftré/%haergl¥hhélrlH+hg g«xJ«cI fialory b v

e cocymber and ahajonc f it aVe the
opveA ene“[ g?mptomenlanondorhlrr atFEeprwenta%ttWHPam hat propMCd.

Thank yoo,
CilcyH MeCijr
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Aa/m I. Cummin*

17V 1 ) March 22,1996

P.0. Bon 9*9
unburr. AUVU 99t3J

To lcgoUum ard Senator!

In reference 10 the new bill *out current cive filberts and the upcoming urchin
Hthery. 1. Aaron Cummfciv the owner and open** of (he Are reisel | a:rt«d. Andon
behalfof my crewman. TyCummm?*. hereby *UXwe are .n complete wpporto'the
proem tell K| before u»ai the irtttonferetKe on the 21U of March W

| commend your nebfc cffod \lo prtroct the hfcitykr | hare chosen Ialio
commend you lor propenin* a prc fithety monuortum on urchin* to ** wirWlof
©4rUDc'i underdeveloped urchin flihety.

la cwxlupon the new bill propped doe* pnxiiely whai i* bmt for the dive
fhhrrman of 6 * Suit of Alatka- T>ank*a«ain.

Aaron J Ctterami

roi
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Dcreck  Thyncs

Box 1015
Petersburg. Ak 99833

House of Representatives
State Capitol
Juneau. Ak. 998701-1182

Dear Representatives and Senators

| am writing to show my support for the working draft of
9-1i>1802\A, the bill  written by Representative Rill Williams This
Bill puts a moratorium on all of the dive fisheries _
| have partlmﬁated in cucumbers since 1992 and geoducks since 1994
In the first three years | dove for cucumbers the number of
participants stayed stable at around 250 divers Then in the 9%
season the number went uﬁt_o 440.a scary increase The
participation in the  geoduck fishery showed about the same _
Increase in diver numbers  In 1994 there were fifty" two divers in
the geoduck fishery as compared to a hundred and six divers in
1995~ The number of divers participating in this fishery doubled in
one year

yJust (torn being around the dive industry 1 can predict
another increase in diver participation in Sea Cucumbers, and
everybody seems to want to start diving for geoducks.

The Sea Cucumber fishery is already a lost cause due to the
number of divers participating  But geoducks and urchin have
hope ol heing saved _ _

Urchin s not open for harvest yet  Fish and Game will not
open the fishery until there is a way to control the number of
participants. ~ There is a nation wide interest in fishing urchins just
to get a permit If it is open wide open it will be another gold rush
and there will be no individual money made, and much of the
money that is made will go out of state

in my opinion Bill Williams proposal is the best way to
preseive the dive fisheries | urge you to support Representative
Williams and the Alaska Divers in passing this bill
Sincerely,

Derek Thyncs



Andrew W. Kittams

F/V Capri March 22,1996

P.0. Box 1544
Petershurg, AK 99833

To Alaska Legislators,

. AsaSoutheast Alaska resident diver, | am in full support of Representative
Williams proposed bill which should put a moratorium on the cucumber, abalone,
geoduck, and urfhlfn Hlve fisheries. , .

I'currently fish cucumbers and gcoducks and won't be able to fish abalone under
tho moratorium. "However, | think this’s only fair to tho current abalone fishermen On
the same token, it is only fair to allow only fishermen who have a history of fishing
%]coducks to continue to"harvest this unique resource. To leave gooducks outofa

oratorium on other dive fisheries would ruin the geoduck fishéry. Hvcry diverin
Alaska and the west ooast would jump into gcoducks to make a sale so (hey could qualify
for a future geodu%k moratorlunH. . .

Curréntly there are one hundred and six geoduck divers, and we were allowed lo
harvest foramac three dais or 18 hours total last year. The avera(?e diver grossed a
mere $4000. I the geoduck fishery Is not included'in this proposed moratorium, the
fishery will surely dwindle for all involved. Please puta moratorium on all dive fisheries
to preserve my livelihood and the resources | depend upon.

| hank vou,

Andrew W. Kiltams
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To: House Resource Comralticce

From: Alaska Harvest Diver's Association. Sitka
Larry Tranj. president

Dale; March 27, 19%
Re: Cheryl Suiton/HB 547

Dear members of the House Resource Committee:

~Itis notevery day that the people | have been representing lately
(dive members of the Sitka Chapter of the Alaska Harvest Divers
AssomatlonLor myself have the opportunity to speak highly of the legislative
Process or the bureaucracy of slate (t}overnment. It is with great Pleasure
hat we praise the eventa of the past few weeks and the efforts of your
legislative aid. Cheryl Sutton.

As you arc aware our rouﬁ{) has been working with Cheryl recently on
HR 547 gd|ve moratorium b||%. | every step of the process Cheryl has
offered help, answered questions and generally directed us. She was
tremendously encoura mqnand professional with her sug?estmns und
seemed to be working 24 hours a day for us. It was most refreshing to find
someone in the IeP|slat|v_e process with Cheryl s altitude and work ethics, If
more people involved with state government were like Cheryl the public's
opinion of elected officials and bureaucrats in general would vastly imp‘ovc.

The House Resource Committeo has = wonderful asset with Cheryl
Sutton. Wore sure you already knov that.

We thank ){ou all for your support today on HB 547 and we thank
Cheryl in particular for everything sure has done for us.
SineA

j!\ AhVocfi\th x\udion
Larry JfiNI. president

Ui



TO: Representative Bill Williams *
From: Scott Saline

Regarding: Limited entry for diving
Good Day;

Please be advised that without my ability to harvest dive products ts | have since 1982 I'll be
broke as ionglinc IFQ has put me out ofwork for most of the yea | went to school in 1994-
1995 to try to offset the IFQ program.

Now you will reward speculators and people with tax returns that don't show a yearly
dcpendancy on the dive fisheries.

To use this to lock me out of the Urchin fishery would not be just.
“ Abernathy" would not let us work here in Sitka for his urchin scam.
Please consider some kind of clause for education as a reason for not participating in 94-95.

| will be in touch at the end of this week as I'll be out o f town but | will be preparing my defense
of my life and livelihood.

PO Box 3183
Sitka, Alaska 99835
(907) 747-7889
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Ono Sealaaka Plaza - Suite 200
Juneau, Ak 99801-1276
907*586-9219

March 26, 1996

Ihc Honorable Joe Green, Co-Chairm.m
Honorable William K. Willinnu Co-Chairman
House Resources Committee

Room 124, State Capitol-MS 3100

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Mr. Chairmen:

The House Resources Committee has before it, the question of whether there should be a
moratorium on the Dive Fishery in the Southeast Alaska.

_ rhe Grand Camp of the Alaska Naive Brotherhood believes that the State o f Alaska should
impose nmoratorium in the Dive Fl_shery,_{)artlcularly in tnc Sea Urchin und the Sea Cucumber.
May we presume that such a moratorium will include other species as well. It follows that it is our

hope that such a moralonum lake effect this year.

There are two primary reasons for our concern. One, the viability ofthe resource; and, two,
the customary and traditional harvest by subsistence users. Our local Native poople in Sitka,
KJawock/Craig, and Ketchikan areas express concern over the decline in the Seo Urchin and Sea

Cucumber population:).

We believe that the Stale should leam more ofthe dynamics of the species before permitting
commercial harvesting to occur.

Mai/] we suggest the State consult with our local Native people that have knowledge o f the
resource; the dynamics of the resource; the area, terrain and cttccts of weather, and develop a
management plan that assures the continued viability of the resources. [o continue the dive fishery

now, would result in depiction of the resources.
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It we cun be of assistance, we ure prepared to assist, as wo do have persons that liavc
knowledge and expericucc,

fred McKinley. Sr.
Grand President
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Date:  Thura. Evening March 2], 199
To:  Alaskan State Senate and House ofLcprescntatives

Re:  House Bill Dive Fishery Mtrratorium

Dtrtinguialttd | udies and Gentlemen of die [ xgislaam:;

|f you should ever wonder if all your hard work. Late night / early morning and weekend
overtime efforts spent arranging teleconference sessions, drafting house bills and public
concerns are tmfy noticed and appreciated allow me this chance th say you're not
forgotten and thank you. | read'once that in this world of ours there are milHons of
uknted people uton %/afewwho arewdhngtowork | thre to say ihal there -nsewn
fewer wh oar"e willing to work together towards a common good | deeply appreciate your
8Sr/fimg7XJJ" to work and make a difference fur good.

| am Alaskan by choice since 1991,

1have been a commercial bladeod/haHbut crewman. and commerce* <harvest diver since
1992, also b}/ choice. And dlucrative choice it was at times. Unfo tunxtclv, because of mi
LF.Q). opportunity my htackcod/hakbut skipper chose to pursue (more power, to him and
muc success) | am, not by choice, an unemployed crewman é Not so lucrative!)
Regardless ot Hfes' changes' and challenge* 1 am Still a hushand, new lather, and a hopeful
S.E. Alaskan harvest dim.,

This evening 1was excited to take part in a teleconference arranged by Rep. Bill
WillLam's and stall, and ott|cr d|st|n U|shed persons concernlngafouryear moratonum
act on entry |ntoCE Aas andivefi senesto includ ) Gco Uicks, Sca-

ugumbocrs; Urchins. |n aword let me sa rasq,et
fulys q% onum jfevritw Mds%oﬁyA In
a letter, Wefl, please keep reading.

Heve that this | umllis af a|ra ||cab|ea d crycial step for al
t? i\% akan Dive fisheries. Lmtrea ,cucum er,‘q Mbﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂ
Sea rehir.re ources havo attracted onal and even | N
A" ' mentality to Ig)artldpate in @wlball the diicu*sed dive fttherics is
currentlY finding its way tq S.E. Shores, [S"only intcicshx! in qualifying
for any Timited entry perm|t regardlesso residency, tpart|C|Pat|onmf|sh
juvofveracnt and development and occupanon ac corning to Alaska. The." [
inherent, Lsa tidal wave of “norwewdea! would- ed|vcra that will make it impoSaihle to
liavo any managchblc and profitable dive fishery whatsoever.
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As | have previously stated, | am Alaskan by choice.

| am hushand, fithcr, and harvest diver by choioc as well.

| sm getting nvolved with our legjftUtfvB procens by choice loo,

Whether odir S.E. Alaskan dive fisheries remain profitable and feasible depends on
legwtion in favor the house Bill for a 4 year moratorium on all dive fisheries as
developed hy Rep. William'sand staff,

By choice I support stich a Llouse Bill and salute you all in your continued ellorts as
Alaska's Legislative hody.

Thankyou !

Alaskan, Husband, rather. HarvestDtver.de Regittere]. informed Vij& L.
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Re resentatwe William K Williams
Ef Ikan, Iaska

Dear Congressman Williams.

| am a momber of tho Alaska Harvest Divers, Petersburg, Chapter,
vvrﬁ{ng to you to let you knowt,w-latr}/support yourwowra% q oura]

ENES.

0S UI S oamratonumo Ins b
E artlc Ination |r90t gP ﬁen arr Zp 9Lg ems i
?2/ Imtthen nr}b ver rom otb sta o '?y
ij that |t SWon ont |s
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Siyyy,
Arta-tf Erickson

%n] lllas it

uId ersqnal %nd tol ?oo ton 8?{“(3 Ination intho abaIRno and
% eries | also See 5 0slop.th mﬁjxcﬂdw S that thoso
&’F)WIS erles would receive should a moratorium notoo placed on thoso two

rporaﬁonum ont cucumber psh%g IS 0n absoluto must gﬂd should o

?mmenatygwh c%‘t%oeﬁg)o i houl ra\I/rt])gany quost|ons p ease r@%ﬁﬁ
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Wrangell, Alavka
March 22. W6

. To tlic house resource committee my name it Richard Ilead. | am alio amember
of tlic Wrangell Harvest Divers Assiciatision. and Ivavc participated tn tiw southeast
Alaska dive Tisheries for several year. Abalone and Sea Cucumbers

~1also believe tliat there should be a moratorium pul on southeast Alaska dive
fisheries but there needs to be some way for the diver* that qualify to move utsuM th.
fisheries from one to another.

.. Where Wrangell i* located there has been vciy little that Wrangell divers could
parﬂugate in, only in Uk last tv.0 yean haa there been a area open to Sea Cucumbers that
Wa* dose enou%h for tJ*m to dive'in, and now dial tire mill has closed down there are
several diverst ataust start ng would ike t%n n&ove inside th% fishery. There arc

area’s that arc open to Geodu kan(JlfFlsh ] Game will open mare area s there w.ll be
room for more divers but not only Geoducks. in the other dive fishenes also
Sincerely,

Richard Head



March 22. 19%

To  Cher>| Sutton _ _
House Resources Committee /Vide

From; Kevin Kulm \ See
Wranﬁell Harvest Divvr* Assoc.

cU. AK 99929

(907 R74-30|5
RK:  Dive fisheries moratorium

First ofall Cheryl we WOéJ|d tike lo dunk you for ¥our ¢Qorts hi containing tho
explosion of divers coniing into dle dive fisheries.” [hcsc Tisheries must he kept viable for
the fuhennan that count onl them fort elrlncomes As ou arc aware of we agreed [0
moratorjum on sea cucumbers, abalone, and sea urchin, hut objected to the geoduck
moratonum | believe |f it came down to tlic Ioss or tins bill we woulJ support it as it was
original X eﬁwﬁ emoratonurg on geoducks
Idiough we feel that as a pubic résource, that dns belon%s 0 fl” the people of
southeast and oud have an avenue orexpansmn written into dis bil The [eason for
his is t eroom for develo V\Pment tall dive, |sher|e? We know that FIS d Game has
urpose}é kept 8u0tes OW 0 open access fisheries lo |scouraﬂe out o slate Interest
e also ? ut funding lias not been available for allot of; everveg work which
woudenabe ar er quotas and more areas convenient to our* and other communities. So
proper fundi Pand expansion of the dlive fisheries, we feel their is allot o froom for
?row ere dicsc shenes could provide ncome to the existing divers and somehow
eave the door open for expansion Io new divers m the future,
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Aprl 3,1998

Tho Houea Roeowrco Uommrtie
SlataCaprtot
Junoav, Alaska 99001*1182

Doer Rapreeantoeve W4 an)

Both uirAni and geoouek) »'+ emerging foherioa in AJaska I/ndei tire ir-arent van on
ot CSHB 547, arycnowho harvested yaodvcM D*tvtton 1894 and 1996 otf gjafrfyto

harvestin urchint Inorderlo ho eqvtabta to urchin and Qwodx * dvan. lha 1992-93

rad tea urtftm friritry ehouM qoofcV tha 60.p0rtoPanta bi ‘procT (per CSHB 64/),
m'ja(ncdury to CPEC for oor7 vro mo am ij Stole oaoduck drvo fiehcry

By (hh amendment no perwdivan *ouU bo.ocdod to the tctoi pumber of dhan to
Southeoel Ataatui Paddpav* d ihnr»d »*a jrthfn f »h«7 t 1992 93 ora a*r<*ed lo

diva undar CSHB 64/ (4/01/00)

Pteate emend CSHB S47, Sac 2 (o). *he paodvc* fehary. to «i>jo« [im e who
parifdpatod ththo 1992-83 sea ufcfan r*hery.

Sncarety,

Patrick M. Caesci
(907) 88*419$ home
(007) 880-3100 aod

P. 33
1

r
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s,
Mct'la%aﬁa, XK
99926

Resource Committee
i
%98 1-1182

To the Members of the Resource Committee:
Ref. CSHB 547

I JetTMartin - 1amadiver In Southe ka |amalsoa
resicent ch?n?eglstere Voter Iamcurrentlly |nvoR/e In the red sea urchin

test fishery' inarea 101

e tosgeu ic vvordlnP in the hill. CSHB 517 d?cs not allow glsel
and | %eergaoth [ pro essmna urchln |vers to qualify Tor an urchin ﬁ) it
afx we do not have landinos ot other s||eI|||s

£aso or not awﬂ such dlngs 1S sevven to N acertaln
amounto Sea urcnin requiar 3/ curr nt test ISth 19959
work, \We &s urchm divers haye mvested? oto Fl rt'to n?
Involved In the fishe vve bullt, It would benet the great

| ) |
e R e L g5 85
ishery

Take mtci1 gsldcrauon '[QIS S mz livelihood. a resn? ent. a
oessmnal urchin cliver. and. uncer the rrent \Wor heg not quall
urch |n |ver permit P Iease consider changing thé wording to In ude
those of us who participated in the test fishery.

d tH\i 900 406 ria %61-K)-d
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Brian Robbers
P.O Box /7
Mctlakatla, AK 99926
(907} 886-3195
March 31,1996
%It%rtreseC of iFtrgloresentntives
Yt hK 99801-1162
Ref, House Bill 547
Dear Representative,
| am cleepl concerned that the of Bill N & B47 which, relateﬁ
our ear torrum ent u east Alas advei erres will
excu e esenrrn ot ers fr IC| atrng n the pve

n
urchrn |she ﬁdt SoutheastA kar June f 199 t0p§1 te n
teseaurc rrngrnr_i] ar%;experrence n an/estrn seau IS
from C alr ornra he ex'?erren esters wh ocame to Al aensureda

?Is cessu fest |she9/t ereb%s%r;% foundation for a viable open access

e come 0 love A want to make it ent home
Q/eaurc?rrn diving as ra ccupatron It |san|nrustrme/£%tsomeo fthe
proneerso fthis f |she9y will e unable to participate.

|stheB|||bearnend to |nc|udethe |crgant?"|nt

k
f aEjnot meet the current ro edr
ﬁatrve w(han/esters to the curre tIO uqhe

Ferrcon/rbrened experience Wil greatly enefi tt eu omr lrlrcclﬁan%ssﬁery
Thunk you very much Tor considering my request.
Sincerely,
Brian Robbers

D'd 46IC 900 406 K:00 9661-10-*dU



To> ihc House of Ropreaentltivas
State capital,Juneau, AK. 99801-1102

Hy name 1in Ryan Hevoille and I am .in Alaskan resident
and rcgiabored voter in Ketchikan. 1 am a part c*f tho present urchin
fishery district 1. | have uttunded an eight month diving school
and havo invested roughly ton thousand dollar*! in tuition and cquipt»
mnnt to be a part of the Alaskan diving fisheries.

The pausing of HOUSE DTLL NO. 547, vill exclude myself and
many other divers who are currontly working in the teat fishery from
having an opportunity to partake in tho ones to coae. I vould like to
see the bill amended to make It possible for tho current urchin divers
to havo an equal chance to be a part of any new fishory. 1 also feel
we have earnod the right and have done our part to help the fishory

progress.

t0d 46I1C 900 406 \fEKHJ MS3MS U/IM 9S:00 966J-10-tfdU



Jeff Marlin
P.0. Box <75
METLAKATLA, AK 9997.6

March 31, 1996

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
STATE CAPITOL
JUNEAU, AK 999601-1102

Ref. Bill 547

Dear Representative,

I air. a professional aea urchin diver and am interested
in the aea urchin fishery in Southeast A.aaka. 1 bo-iova
that the divers involved in the aea urchin tost fishery
should be able to dive for them when it open3. The only
roanon 1 don"t qualify ia | have rot made previous landings
in other dive fisheries other than the sea urchin te3t
fiahery which don"t count undor the proposed bill.

I am an Alaskan resident and rogistorod voter. 1%ve
moved my family hore and would lo**o to fish hero
permanently.

Please make it possible for tho diver®o involved in the
teat fishery District 1 to divo here. Vo"vo put allot of
work into t ia test fishery to mako it happen and it will

e benefit allot of other Alaskans.

Youra Truly,

60 @ 661C 960 606 M53HJ NU3X) 6S:60 9661-10-&*



eremial Cassin
BT
METIAKATIA AK 99926

Apil L 199

ur%acl?,[aﬁfo t Taylor
Uneau Alaska 99801%1182

Dor Senator Taylor

For the [a* y«r | have worked on the sea urchin test fishes in Meilakalla. | have leamed howto civeand
runhoat* 'malio in high school and oa the Honor Roll

Ball 574 does not allow me entry into the rchin fishery even though Lhave Mped «an a nrw fishery,
| do not wart thtime and dibit wested  Thisjob wil pay fix roy collage
Sincerely.

Jerena-h Casain

nvd  661C 900 606 HS3dd 1000 9s:00 966t-ID-dc#]
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Jianmilh Cauln
P.0 Box 109
METLAKATLA. AK 99926

April 1, 1996

Representative Bill Williams
State Capitol
Juneau. Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Rqvesc-Xitive Williamt:

For the last; ear | have worked on the  utdUn test fishery in M ctlakitla | have learned how to dive and
run boats. 1'm also in high school and on the Honor Roll

BUI 574 docs not allow me entiy nrto the urchin fishery even though 1have helped start a new fishery.
| do not want this time and dibit wasted Thsjob will pay for roy collage

Sincerely.

Jeremiah Catain

CcMhS'TX

0*d  661C 90G 606 UHStTW MS3dd HS3XJ SS-E0  9561-10-CkW
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