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KOREAN HAIR CRAB MORATORIUM

LIhMx

In the 1980's }h% Alaska DePartmen_t of Fish and Game (ADFG) conducted an
experimental fishery for Korean Hair Crab. Due fo many unkriown at that
time about this extremely fragile species and the delicate” habitat in which it
exits, the stocks were quickly depleted and the fishery closed.

By 1991, stocks had rebounded and twg Alaskan*owned vessels were able to
conduct another experimental fishery in the immediate vicinity of the
Pribilof Islands. Alaska fishermen, Working cooperatively with ADFG,
established permit guidelings pertaining to"the configuration and_size of the
pots used, as well as handling techniques to ensure fhat these delicate animals
are not harmed by the fishing effort. To limit the effort, ADFG has ensured
the fishery Is open simultanéously with other crab fisheries in the Bering Sea.

Problem This Bill Addresses

Recently, however, dramatic declines in harvest ig};mdelmes for the other crab
stocks has resulted in additional effort entering the Korean I lair Crab fishery.
The 15%20 vessels currently participating the fiShery have alrea%y o
marginalized the opportunities for the Alaskans who pioneered this fishery.
If this fishery, created by Alaskans, is lo remain viable, a moratorium mustbe
Implemented as soon as possible.

Changes Since OrigiPjLBIll

The CS modified the orlglmal bill by settlng aside a five mile zone around the
Pripilof Islands for vesséls 58 feet or smallér to fish the Bering Sea Korean

| lair Crab. This change tn%gered an adjustment of the findings section and
other modifications throughout the bill. The f|_n_d|n?s now sfate that this
fisher lProwdes for some entr){ level opportunities for nshcrmen,  To protect
our ¢rab resources, there has &lso been'intent language added which requests
Fe%pmg the 100 percent observer coverage for all vesSels engaged in this
isherery.
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BERING SEA KOREAN HAIR CRAB

Introduction

The Bering Sea hair crab registration area includes all Berin% Sea Waters_nerds of 5¢* 36"
North latifude, south of 58* 39* North latitude, and east of the U S 'Russian Convention Line
?f 1867 é iqure |). The Frea IS diviced into t’?e Pribilof D|str|ct (west of 168* West
ongitude), and the Bristol Bay District (east of 168* Wist ongltudeﬁ.

Historic Background

Korean hair crab. Ermecrus iscnktckii. sold commercially as "kegani* b¥ the Japanese, was
fished commercially for the first time by the U S. fleet i’ 1978¥79  Most of the fishing effor.
has been concentrated in the waters adjacent to the Pnbilof Islands. When interest was first
expressed by fishermen and processors m this species the season was ogened by emergency
order and ran concurrently with the Tanner crat) fishery Dur.ng the 1980 Beard of Fisherles
meettng. a year lor.g season was established under the terms of a perm|t+ssu_ed by the Alaska
Department of Fishar.d Game. Bejvycen 19*9 and 1991, the majqrity of hair crdb landed
Wwere repored as irclder.tal catch in‘the Bering Sea Tanner craly fisheries.

1993 Fishery (Spring)

la the sPring of 1993, many fishermen who particiﬂated in the fail 1992 hair crab fishery
around the Pnbtiof Islands expressed interest in f.shmg the area east of 163* West lor.gifude
According to dte 1992 NMFS summer survey the Aréa \ king crab management area ™
contained”a harvenable surplus of | million pounds of hair crab. However, the lorglining of
Pots the standard method to fish the high numbers of small rou Was sot
egal in the Area T management area.

On March 22 an emerqency order was issued opening the Area_| management area to hair
crab Gshicg from ARrI | 10 Mey 15 under condltl(f,ns_ of a permit, Then'on March 26 anoth?r
emer{gency regulation was Issued allowing the longlining of pots In /yea . Or.ce again, only
small! light weight, hair crab pou were permitted.” Due to concerns Over kir.g crab b){)catch.
ICO percent observer coverage was also required. A total of seven vessels ofitained observers
and were registered for the Spr.r.g hair crab fishery in Area 7.

possibly (U t0 INACCUraCies in the survey, Or a drxmatic shift in crab distribution from when.
the survey was conducted, few vessels found much evidence of the or.e million pounds of hair
crab reported b)( the survey 10 he available eue 0f 168* West longitude. Four vesters
delivered a total of 3,038 pounds of hair crab over a two week périod sy the third week of
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MEMORANDUM State of Alaska
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

to Amy Daugherty , oati March h. I'N6
Assmtant((]o Reéprtsentatise Austrmun
Alaska State | epsljturc ton ho 4h5-2hl14
Tfil»-ONE N0 4M-MI2
r*>v FarlHKrypier sunftet  Vessel Moratorium in
f) Pn<fram I\/lanager_ o ihc K'»nijn 11 nr Crab
Ihviwon nt Commercial Fisheries Fishery

Management & t)csel pmem

YOU hase requested information refaiding MBEE juth. ni> to manage hair srab which pertain ("ﬁe“
draft hill for | m_»nti«nui i ™ sesscl primus for th* Bering Sea Korejn hair crab fishery

I itk the Magnuvm Act a State ha-, the authonty |n manage vcvselc outside ilsboundaries only ita
scss*| IS registered under the laws of thjt State Anciscption |n this rule iswhen the hulk of the
lidung ovuryv inihe EZ and \S managed under a federal fishery management plan Though the
Koreanhair vrah fishen prrd.nuruntly occursin federal waters ol the Bering Sea. there is nnfederal
fishery management plan

there hat hecn nn interest hy ine North Pacific Fishery Management Council or the National Mannc
Fisheries Sen*c In inclucle K*nran hao *ral within the surrenit fecleral fishery management plan for
i 8 01 i T S e
0nS Wi 5 ss*1s  Any vessel utiti/m)? suté fasjlt S amefiy

eu?lill\_/lm.mnt_ agg%of%uu errf.Meredundee%lateﬁMv_ Vv korean haircia fishemiarrlp( will
remain uryegiMerrd, since they would r>t he avt» facilities in Mete waters Nor ainiWthey, loreji

nHy I|s_hm? e pjvrtumties such a' tanoer srab. whis requires Vete registration He . this IS 1o
aMr I1if situation, where he only rebed in v allops mthe Gulf of Alaska. With fis-senes support
Irein ihe S'ate ! Washingt.m

AdJiUonally. new language isciprstrd P*he in ihe i.Muihwiratton of the Magnuvon Ast whish \cill
all.<w Male authority over all vessels fishing in the | F/, in fisheries which a/r managed hy the state
either under df Icfated aulh-oty of j Council or in the lac5 of a federal plan
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Potolol Hdir Cub % by Slat Area 1001 [from fish tickcl daia

199 1993
Slat Area POOKS % Pounds % Pounds %
6857001 o 0 ' 0.00% 1 0.00%
605730 T 0.03% . 000%, . 000%
88@% 140.664  663% 24801  1875% 219,287 940%
07 002% 000061~ 7485 0 11%
695700 1.003.53§ 52600, 295079  24.61%i L4TS1T 63.20%
695730 S 002% . 000/ 000+
B OEE e g e am b
. LJIN \ Ua
109707 214751 1043%1 217440 gég 123 772 5310
105730 0.00%, m 4970 236%
715630 400 002% 000% | 000%
12050.988  10000% 1199246 10000% 2.331815! 100000
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MEMORANI— ‘JM COMMERC&I&LEER)IES'%&'TA}{SYK&MMISSION

TO:  Brucc Twomlcy DATE:  February 23, 1996
Frank Homan
Dale Anderson FILE:  BSVESSELMEM
Kurt Schelle
Susan Haymecs PHONE:  789-6160/Voice

7189-6170/FAX

/
FROM:  Susan M. Shirley @ _ _
Research Analyst SUBJECF:  Bering Sea Hair Crab

Vessel Participation Data

Attached arc three tables on vessel participation in the Bering Sea hair crab fishery. The
tables provide basic data which could be useful for developing a limited vessel permit program in

this fishery.

Table 1 contains information on number of vessels fished, harvest and estimated gross
earnings per vessel in the years 1988 through 1995. The cumulative number of unique vessels
fished over time is given in Table 2. To provide some background on participation patterns and
turnover of vessels in the fishery, the number of yea  Wished and the years fished by each vessel
since 1988 arc given in Table 3.



Average
Year Vessels Pounds

88 1

89 No fishing

90 No fishing

91 6  63.286
92 17 78,754
93 20 71713
94 14 135.855
95 21 94.576

Tabic |

Bering Sea Korean Hair Crab Fishery
Total, Mean and Median Pounds and Earnings per Vessel

Median Total Average
Pounds Pounds  Earnings

Median
Earnings

*« harvest and earnings data arc confidential "

3
3
9

6.502  379.715  $206,249
0,119 1,338,818 $165,620
0.369 1434253 §$154,971
5499 1.901,969 $411,640

102,373 1,986,106 $236,294

$21,190
$63,340
$85,076
$289,362
$254,556

Total
Earnings

S1,237,491
$2,815,534
53,099,421
55,762,966
54.962.181

Note Gross earnings estimates and ex-vessel price for 1995 arc preliminary

C IIAIRCRABtAfIttS FMJ

Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan

Table 2

Bering Sea Korean Hair Crab Fishery
Number of Unique Vessels Fished During the Given Time Period

Cumulative Unique

Year Combination

|, 1996toJan 1.1995
1.1996t0 Jan I. 1994
1.1996 to Jan 1. 1993
.1996 to Jan 1. 1992
1.1996 to Jan 1. 1991
. 1,1996 to Jan I, 193*

Vessels

21
23
33
43
45
46

Ex-Vessel
Price/Lb

S3 259
$2 103
S2 161
$3 030
$2 498

FeWvaly 22, im



Tabic 3
Bering Sea Korean Hair Crab Fishery
Participation History
Number of Years Fished and Year Combinations

Years
Years Total
Fished Vessels Year Combinations 95 94 93 92 91
5 3 95-94-93-92-91- 3 3 3 3 3
4 3 95-94-93-92- 3 3 3 3 0
3 2 95-94-93- 2 2 2 0 0
2 8 95-94- 4 4 0 0 0
95-92- 1 0 1 0
94-93- 0 22 0 0
93-91- 0 0 1 0 1
130 95- 8 0 0 0 0
93- 0 0 9 0 0
92- 0 0 0 10 8
91- 0 0 0 0
88- 0 0 0 0 0
Total Unique Ycar Totals 21 1420 17 6

Vessels = 46
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HALIBUT + SABLEFISH ¢+ PACIFICCOD « CRAB
March 6. 1996

Representative Alan Austcrman
Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE House Bill 538
Dear Representative Austcrman,

We arcwriting insupport ofHB 538 We believe that without this measure, the Korean hair crab
fishery will be closed in 1996, as a result of increased participation beyond the level consider®d safe by
the Alaska Department ofFish SCGame, who manage this resource. Closing this fishery would harm
Alaskan vessel owners and crew members who have pioneered this fishery.

The Korean hair crab resource liassa very small guideline harvest level, with about a million pounds
harvested each year. It isawinter time fishery, which makes rtdifficult for many vessels to participate
in the harvest. This Fishery has been managed by the Alaska Department of Fish& Game with an
emphasis on conservation. For several years, the fishery could only be conducted with a special
experimental fisheries permit, with the vessel carrying an observer 100% of the time, and the use of
special pots The very fragile nature of the crab isunusual and the handling methods wfdeh are required
tu icduce mortality are very different than that of other crab fisheries

With the recent decline in the ted king crab, bairdr tanner crab and opilio tanner crab stocks, it is
apparent that this fishery isalready being considered to be an option by Seattle interests Because the
special pots require a substantial investment, itwould not be fair to delay action on the moratorium
ADF &G has increased grcit concern that the fishery is already overcapitalized and any further increase
m participation would likely cause them lo simply close the entire fishery

With this inmind, the only option isto ask for an immediate moratorium on entry to the Korean hair
crab fisheiy W T believe this is in the beit interest of the resource and those Alaskans who currently
participate inand depend on this fishery

Sincerely.

LindaKorak
Special Projects

TOT*. P.OI





