


Let's Adopt A State Insect!

Have you ever been walking beside a stream or lake and bad a streamlined,
olive and yellow creature dart up to you, pause in mid-air checking you out with its
bulgy eyes, then go into reverse and disappear into the willows? What was it? A
miniature helicopter? No. A science fiction character? No. The answer is the Four
Spot Skimmer Dragonfly, the insect (hat 3,941 students in schools from the
Aleutians to the North Slope voted as their choice to become the official state insect
of Alaska. The dragonfly was nominated by Auntie Mary Nicoli Elementary School
in Aniak and Auke Bay School in Juneau in the spring of 1993,

Ballots were sent to every public school in the state and the votes came
pouring in during the school year of 1993-94. The students of Auntie Mary Nicoli
Elementary Srhool counted and tallied the votes, locating each responding school on
a map of Alaska and marking the town or village with a dot. The vote was:

Four Spot Skimmer Dragonfly- 3941

Unmarked Slender Mosquito- 3073

Mourning Cloak Butterfly- 2990

Bumble Bee- 1492 _
Election results showed that students in city schools tended to vote for the mosquito,

perhaps because people in urban areas are more impressed by the importance of the
mosquito in the food chain, and are not bothered by the pests as much as those
living in rural areas. Elementary, junior high, and high school students voted
decidedly with a margin of 868 votes for the dragonfly, which preys upon the pesky
mosquito. The election returns reflect enthusiastic participation by students all over
the state.

The Four Spot Skimmer Dragonfly is an excellent choice for the largest state
in America. Its four membranous wings span 2 and 3/4 to 3 and 1/8 inches. It has
the ability to hover and fly forward and backward, just like the helicopters that
maneuver in and out of otherwise inaccessible areas of bush Alaska,

The body of the Four Spot Skimmer Dragonfly is olive brown with a yellow
stripe On each side and a yellow stripe on the leading edge of each wing. The colors
rtpresent the long nights of Alaskan winters. The yellow stripes are like the
searching headlights of vehicles, and the sure promise of the reluming sun over the
spring horizon. The face is yellow with two large compound eyes, with which the
dragonfly sees kaleidoscopic images, reminding us of the many facets of Alaskan
history and culture. From the beginning of its life, the dragonfly is a symbol of
strength. The male guards the female from other males while the female rests on a
twig or leafthen drops her eggs one at a time into or close to the water. The larvae
prey upon wa er insects, tadpoles, oi c\cn small isli. [lie) make lightning fast jabs
with their low”r lip in order to enjoy a tasty meal.



According to Dr. Mark Oswood, Professor of Aquatic Biology at the
University of Alaska, Fairbanks, "The dragonfly is an elegant organism. Its beauty
puts it right in there with butterflies. It isan incredible aerial acrobat. It probably
lives more than one year in the larvae stage and spends the winter in the frozen
mud. It emerges as an adult during the second summer."

The fact that adult dragonflies have chewing mouth parts and feed on other
flying insects like mosquitoes is perhaps the main reason for the dragonfly's victor)’
over the Slender Unmarked Mosquito. It isa horn hunter, a true Alaskan.

No matter how large or small the village or city or the geographical location
of the school, students found a new interest in the importance of insects to life as it;-
in Alaska. They campaigned in their schools, studied the pros and cons of each
nominee, and carried out the democratic process by expressing their choice with a
vote. 11,496 students across the state are now waiting to see the final result of that
election, ftis now up to our legislators: Senator Gcorgcanna Lincoln,
Representative Irene Nicholia, and Representative Gene Kubina to present the hill
in the House and Senate.

Eight students have been chosen to go to Juneau in April to lobby for the
Four Spot Skimmer Dragonfly. They are currently earning their way by making
and selling delicious baked goodies and raffling a variety of crafts and items that
have been donated.

Can students make a difference in government? Yes! Can students make
things happen in the real world? Yes! And we will soon have the Four Spot
Skimmer Dragonfly adopted as the official Alaska state insect to prove that
students can make changes using true Alaskan diligence!

LET'S ADOPT THE FOUR SPOT SKIMMER DRAGONFLY FOR ALASKA!
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Dragonfly will make a nifty state bug

8y PAUL JENKINS

Yj gotta haw it when a pesky liberal
loes so_melhmdg ngkht._lt .nnt natural.
Take this bug deal |ck|n([1 around_m the
Senate Resources Committee. Atint. it
appeared Sen. Georgianna Lincoln was
just be gln for crouole when ihe intro-
duced SB97. a measure to make a orag-
|d|1y the state insect.

here's tort reform to worn’ jdoui.
Theres the looming iscaJ cruis. Ifthat's
not enough, theres the term limits fra-
cas. .Ana Ms. Lincoln, a Democrat from
Rampart, wants to waste ame on aoopt-
mg 1 state msec:? This is the best
Democrats cando? A Dug bill?

Then, ya And out sne's doing it be-
cause ’}omethu.q like 12.*¥96 icnool 'cos
Tom xil over Alaska voted jo make the
four soot slammer dragonfly the itate s
itf.c.al insect. Through ovemgznt_or de-
sign. Alaska at present anas itseif with-
out an ofﬁmal_bug. unless you count the
Ancnotage Daily News

| lubmit that no state worth a hoot
should be without a
real oug on its roster
jfoffical studf. Several
states lists grasses,
do?*, horses, even
nufs. Amona even has
crEca. neckwear, the
bolo :ie. The only
things Alaska can
Fony up tor a list is a
lower, a tree, a bud. a .
long, a gem. a marine JenklnS
mammal, a fossil, a
mineral and a sport. But no bug. It .unt
'respectable. ,

Apparently 'mes in schools across the
state thought so, too. Dunng a specal
election that started in 1992. icds sent
thetr votes for a state bug to the Auntse
Mary Nicoli Elementary School in Aruak
for tahuiacoa The Aniak school and the
Auke Say School in Juneau nominated
the four'spot skimmer dragonfly that
eventually tallied 3,941 votes. The un-
marked slender mosquito, received 3.073.
the mourning doek butterfly. 1990. and
the bumbiebw. 1.492. .

Frankly, I'd have gone with the
moaquito, which kst by a‘lousy 568 votes.
There qubabl ought to be'an Alaska
Public Offices CoRumanon investigation
or a recount supervised by the Division of
Elecocns. Lke everF other election in this
state But. hey. the kids apparently
wanted the results sometime due year
ana without the ensuing lawsuit
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In die long run. I lucpose. the dragon-
ﬂty should vorx out veil aa a state insect,
If can hover, then move forward and
backwards, like a lot of cur politicians.
Additionally. its strong It's fast It's a
hunter. It's capable of amazing aerobat-
ics. .And it eats mosquitoes. .Anything
that eata mosquitoes a rod. Of course,
anythm(ﬂ that eats more mosquitoes is
even better. _ _

The kids at Aniak sent the vote tallies
along to Lincoln, who mcoductd her leg-
islation in dfe Senate They say they
hope the bill AsB *3/*_throuPh the Legis-
lature. The Aniak kids, fifth- through
eighth-graders calling themselves the
Dragonfly Looby Team, have raised mon-
ey to visit Juneau ji tardy April, when
die measure is scheduled to come up.

And it should pass. Lawmakers
should put aside their partisan differ-
ence* and do the n(jght dung, or ruk tick-
ing off herds of kids with ?ax machines.

phsnaand aotmouw | faite Ate
ka needs to take itsnghdii plan among
sovereign states with officii bugs We
will be the onI% itate with a dragonfly
We will have a u% and Texas won't. And
we will be the 5nt sute to adopt an cffi-
cal bug tn the 1990a. o

To date, there are somethln(t; ‘ike 17
states with oAcal msecu. Most of their
bogs. | guca ted ya are wimpy Ofthe 17.
13"went with honeybees of ladybugi.
showingaatrtun lack ofimagination even

] honevpees and Eadybugs do good w OX.

Arkansas. Mississicm. Missouri, Ne-
braska. New Jenev North Carolina.
South Dakota. Vermont and Wisconsin
ill went with the noneyoee. .All aaocted
the Dee Detween '.973 and 1955. Jidicat-
mg more than a decade of Hard lobbying
b{ bee lovers. .And. for the record. L'tahs
state emblem a a oeehive.

Delaware. Massachusetts. New York
and Ohio went with the ladybug. ana
they all did it between 1974 and™ 1959
Connecccui picked the praying manes in
1977. lllinois. the monarch butterfly m
1975; and. Maryland, the Baltimore
checkspoc butterfly tn 1973,

Then, there's New Mexico. where men
are men and the cffical vegetable is dU
and finjol. I'm not kidding. The official
cookie, by the way. is something tailed a
bixcochito. Its official bug is the Tarantu-
la Hawk Wasp, adopted m 1989, troprev
nv*. | donl know wtiai these critters do.
but.just based on the name. | believe Td
buy one a becoemto and cail it *«r* £it
jot dose. _ .

That aside, when Lonmin's bug bul is a
done deal, lads all over the state who
took part m the wxmg will iee that peo-
ple working together actually can make
somethm_? . apFen.

And ail in all. «w»n £ they patted over
the referable moaquito. "at am t so aed.

hujrw»»ei«*vriDewirD*9i Vwt

AK W3I0  Telephone (907)— 7radicr :047701 —Mans TM-gTC- Tolan :84-47«U— FAX 10071 PrMTtM



Buzzword
In Juneau
Is dragonfly

By KATE RIPLEY

Staff W nttf

G'cl.

JUF'EAU-ThIs is one bill
that's really flying through Die

Legislature.

e House State Affairs Com-

mittee unanimousl

backed a

bill Thursday to i.'ske the four-
spot skimmer dragonfly Alas-
ka's official Imect. .

The political hurt In the Capi-
tol's halls is that the measure
has an excellent chance of be-

coming law

See FLY. Page A 8

FLY: Official insect

Continued from Page A-1

"I think it's gre.a.t," said House
Speaker Gail Phillips, ft Homer
oit'll pass this year. I'm_sure."
The bill, sponsored by Rep Irene
Ntcholla D-Tanana.andSen.Geor-
gianna Lincoln. D Rampart, is lhe
result of a three-year effort by
elementary school students in
Aniak. on the Kuskokwim River tn
Southwest Alaska

The students polled nearly 11.300
students across the state, asking
them to choose from among the
four spot skimmer, the unmarked
slender mosquito, the mourning
rloak butterfly and the bumblebee.
The dragontly best the mosquito
by ahandy margir. Nextinline was
the butterfly, with the bee a distant
fourth _ o
_Eight Aniak students teshfym_g
via teleconference Thursday sai
the dragonfly deserves the fitle of
official state insect because it is a
major predator cl the mosouito
They also noted that such a large
bug is fitting for a large stale

*'The dragonfl; is long, slender

and graceful It eats mosouitoes
and was the choice of most Alaskan
students." said sixth-grader
Andrea Gusty

Seventh-grader Derek Alula
gave the dragonfly credit for tough-
ness.

"'Winterin Alaska is cold. Any in-
sectat big and beautiful as the dra-
gonfly that can survive Alaska s
cold deserves to be the stale in-
sect." Aluia said. _
~Since the bill contained only five
lines, there weren t many bugs to
work out. , ,
~Uncoln said the hill should get its
first Senate hearing early next
month

"This is the students' chance to
see they can make a difference.”
Lincoln said _

The students stuffed hundicds of
envelopes, counted votes and held
bake sales to earn money for the
Juncj-itrip. said fifth grader Mela-
nie Matter _

"We're not about to stop wor_kln%
until The dragonfly is the officia
**ate insect." she declared



State Motto

The official motto or the Slate ot Alaska. "North to the Future.* was adopted by
*he legislature durl_n%AIaska* Purchase Centennial in ISW7. Created by veteran
Juneau newsman Richard Peter, the motto u meant to represent Alaska as a countn
apnmi-e According to Peter, thv motto * . isa reminder that beyond the homon of
jrb.uiclutterthere isaGrejt Lind beneath our (Ia?tthcan provide anew tomorrow
or this century 4 huddled masses veammg to he free "

The Seal ol ihe Slate ol Alaska

~'Vhen Congress provided for civil government for Alaska in IS<84. the first

.."|v.rrn.|rdemgned,lnd had made 1*eal for the District of.Alaska. The real was u.*vd
an »>+10 When Governor Walter E. Clark decided the de«igr placed too much
Amcha»i» to weberg* northern ‘ighu. and Native people The governor had a
Irartsman -nJuneau «k<tcn a new real that incorporated the original feature*. plus
ymbois ‘or mining, lgnculture "*hene». fur *cal rookeries, jnd a railroad.

The design was approved b* the acting attorney general ofthe L'nited States A
w s *eiim.-d drawing \a» made A* an unknown perton in the DeEartment >f'he
oteror.and the new »eal was read>for use early in 1911 AVhcn.Alaskachanged (piisi
ii»inct to tem toral siatu* in 191.* the new designation was substituted in the *eal

The i* institution ifthe State of Alaska provides that the tem toral >cal <hail he
the «en o1 *he Slate ot Alaska, with "heword 'terr.ton" changed toth#]t u 'state *
The *clit » \* ncno» in dimeter The *«jl appear* on the cover ofthis rvwok

The *eji-il the m'tateof Aiir>ca may > uvedonly with the cntten per*ni**ion e
the Lt Governor

The Slate Flower

“The itate lower, the uid Forget-Me-Not. *a* adopted bK the Territorial
legislature in 1917 (: «a perennial that xfiiund throughout.Alaska, from Hydcr to
*he Arctic au>l. and *tit to the Aleutian*

The Slate Bird

The .tatehird. thoW il'ow ptarmigan. vasadopted h>the Tem toral LegtsJatur*-
n>Vh ow»a*malMVI7T.nchr* irctiegrousethatlivesamongw'llowsandonuuer.
und.n.ir.d muikrg Plumage is brown mnsummecr.ch4ngingtowr.aten untc- T'te
Willow Ptarmigan is common m much of .Alaska

Other State Symbols

State F «h—King Salmon ‘adoHted by 'he \iask4 Legislature in 1962*

State FwhI—Wnr)|ly Mammoth «adopted by the Alaska Legislature m 19S6e
State Gem— lade >adoFted by the .Alaska Legislature in 19Cd* .

Spate Manne Mammal—Bowhead Whale «adopted by the AK Legislature in 19:2
State Mineral—Gold'adopted by the Alaska Legislature in 1968

State Sport—Dog Mushing'adopted by the Alaska Legislature in 1972'

State Tree—Sitka Spruce *adopted by the Alaska Legislature in 1962'

l«2 bps 3a*6co* '99" 92



SENATE COMMITTEE REPORT
DATE:  4/11/% FURTHER:
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Resources Committee considered  CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 239(STA)
"An Act declaring the four spot skimmor dragonfly as tho official stato InGOct"
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Auntir Mary Nicoli FIrmrnlary School
P.O. Hot 29

Amabh. Alack* tfS57

(907) 675-4JS7

Drjr Lrgttlator* 4ml Committer Member*:

'W w jhi to thank you for the internt you have shown »n the Drafonfl*
project. Me have all learned a great deal about insect*. pasting bdI*. runninf
elections. and communicating with our Senator* and Representante*.

Ilhr pur*o»e of Ik* Inter it to inform too about thr corrected count of ihr
coir. Thr mulia arr the lanir but thr specific count i* «lightly altrrrd from thr
student hand-counted number*. Wr irantfrrred lhr tchooj total* from thr notebook
to thr computer. These arr lhr corrrctrd rlrctronic total*:

D rag%gfly * Dee M os%u ito Batterfl* Total
3 4T, 3039 2812 0
A lilt of the school* and thr specific *otr it* al*o eo.loted

blsctrrfr, A J

Hath Uradfc rd. trache? «<nd ©OLT cjoach
-/~

I Jrr* nradford. science intferr



School Cirag >nfly Moaouito Uuffo

Akiacha* o «<m . School ajuachck 29 4
Akfu* Memonal school. Xas*Q<u*
awan SOW. Outan 1% 01
AJaAahuk School. Aiakanuk 10 3
Aiiakatet Soooi Aiakokat 1! 0
Asrtiar SCN00I. Amg**< 10 o5 20
Aaquoo School. Dim 19 17 13
A/chc vmage Soooi. Am< W'ao*
A/v«q School. PAahoum ) y :i
Autioe M«<v NkcoD fiJam Sooo*. Ariaa 44 9 ]_0
Auwaclem sow . lf*nocn AFB 74 11 93
egyval Bunaum?*. B*tf*i ? 1 3
@g vOfcy School. Alkhyag# 130 43 143
(te*uQ« School *jg* 0 3
dLeJha ¥ O'W A ichod 12 12
C ; av " 3
&OI\EV’QTI é* School. nchc ] vd 12 ); 112
Seve* K* Sow . Pm AGO 3 0 1
tunt School cy flay 4 3 3
g>C»U-XJ School. Bucaand *) 14
Camce** h**ey Jchw Ancho'ooo 123 41 99
Chanaga Bay C «m Schee* Chaoaga B* 7 * 1
Ch««t«e V*a*y SO W Ar<Mx*gt 14
CM I'* Boy Schooc DU% h* fta» 1 lg 7;
Ch<prA UICAA School h Same* 1 0 0
Chwj cv*n alew » 34vy*het |f I 7
on Boy Sﬁho I C&OB " 4 3 4
W pwi aCyoosa »arorg VRN 4
il I
OooAad Cuat Schco.Cdc«M CiM 17 9 i
Oow '/**9# Sam Schso. Ch*ar>ft*h f 4 ?
****** School Orrm 3 3 24
owe S¢hool 13 n 14
t\/ o SO iC0R¥ 03 S
Can A *Xi>a vmMMi Ichool ¢ | < 13
t*5h? School Pagw 9 3 9
tor* Aar School Com Or « 1 1
P** Cwe Schcot BVhCavo 3 a 3
y U tmeK* Dam Borrow 72 1 f
»« « » > Cam AiToou ?« 3 O
3*ei** Voiwy Uem Schoui Ar«” 13 1 g
000y* fcon , AAChei»®a 4 3 M *
CAcrrobon Sirw  Oamofyr 3 3 73
P> EK*m- Scheek. "*e>rt 13 13 33
| tom .mwow (9 04 23
** % r+ Me Ccfcci Goto Jetton ? {0 1
"w*‘r School tw r o » >
V\G n h*y Cchoa* a *«*u 11 4 []1_
*% ***» Cty Cchowifc »ncaroh 30 W 272
htoBtr fot ichw 1 **Q0p* IUy 3 9
IN-u/roltrij tichm* (h0J>« 1 7
*MhooA |[MM Ac<tufierga < 14
Ky b*r S<Jl\|£«* Ify #r 2 3 M3
'iMjg frthfei * 1 3 4
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School
Jos* L<nh» School. Arichofago
Joan Akato MtftnofiAi School. Aimautluc*
John F'Rtiion School. v«n«tic
Kartuk School. K4flu*
Kaygihnk Elcm . Nowtok
Kaichkan School. Kdchikan
Kjng Cov« School. King Covo
Kryng Salmon School. King Sajmcn
Kingikmn”® School, Wa'ci
Kodak nano Chmiak School Kociaa
Kokharok School. Konhanok
Kotkk Schools. Koihk
Kd/fog«uo School. KcutCua
Koyo* M» ga1.J-9School. Kecyuk
*«00 £*am. c*<carna
| *00401 Socoma ah Mig?v Mem*
Low.1 Angagaa Ucmonai Schod Tjntuiuta
Van Ecm School. KeCak
Uarui L Oiscn School. 3o*ovn
Uai-Sw AJUmatrv* School. «Var*na
vaaog"«n Mago Sched Ahcho*ag«
V<Z5t<0 select ki**tna
V#Ht/s Choc* School Mayan Ciwc?*
U>#~rgwi t i“auf.»i Bdh*
'Anch-mma Com Schod la« W nchc-nn
Vov;>!0 *a*c Ochocl Manas
vi Moiiatt M-ar* Scroci ¥
VI Sc*Kt Schod £A F Il
vi .wag#VC Schod Voo-tiii vwaj*
"laoeigm” Schoo* Voasi*
"lanana Schcd.. Nana*#
MfcCAMv** Schod. Nb*s-a#wi
»*em« £*m  Schod. Sc*-«
Meath Pdo voow Schod nm»ftafAi
Schcd Morwr*y
Mcrthdha Cd*oa Schod. Ywkcm Sch C**S
NvAM v#«ri <*« Scrod AAthd*s«
OajfD»nu E*m Schcd inem**
9«t<aA Schod
rdl Sch f d AJ> 9
A flaren Schodl ek
’\na eP-od Schootj 81 U*-] 1
Pt* Scftcd CKihcar
M i.ohs Schod h#n Id a
OfIKI 1*d*CS.d» SchOd KaWfiAan
tkfxjMt Scfted A,vhwjg«
h Hggfra Schod Kdchiur
PjumJchm Seed »r« Cd *
M.orti AChnMiA | *m Schod UUe”uca
Hcgors Fi Schod. a/khd»g#
rd P-wrt G»r S*n0 he**
awldrrichaeii Scd**son]ar
Scone ham Cam Schod

* A 1 »*
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School Dragonf] One Moaquit Buttorll
Scfflwik School. Selavek gﬂ ! b
0]
0

Sterling Elenv Schod. Sterling
Susan Engiiin School. SoKJovia
Sutton Eiem. Scnooi. Sutton
TaAaetna E'em . Taikceina

Tamitan School. Rort Aiswonh
Tannanj Middle rocl. Tannana
Taylor Elem.. Eicison AFB

Te«da Schod. Taikja

Tenance Seeing* School. Tenakee Sennas
Thorro Bay School. Thome flay
T'caiuk 3cwn Eftn School. Pa.ioanka
Teg ak Schod. Tog,a*

Tracoer c*»e* School. Trapoor
luitumara E‘am School. Ka*lcf
JnaUkJeet Schools, una;akitet

Un verity Pan, School. Fair&anks
tiocor rteitog S'am . Kaitkag
Vesdt: i*gh Schod. Vaide:

Vaeey Pan glam School. Ketchikan
Venfovia EMm Schcd. S»ika
Wader Ncrthway Schod Nctttway
Werdle* -|jdor Hgh. Anchorage

3eWovia School. Soidovio

Stwshrnarof School. Shijhmarof

SitkA Aiternaliv* School. Sitka

Skwentna School. Skwentna

Smith Cove Schocl.Ketchikan

St Mary™* ScftooU. s4. Mary*
f
3
!

{0

56

44

=S
B33 W0 P SBIBIG, o oo SR8 wo &

AM* Ck" Elem . Ketchikan f
WM* Mcu*a*n Schod. White Mountain
Aak'~0em School. W*rc* 26
Wenger Pan fiiem . Anchorage 42 1
?acaar wflvi E)em Schod. lower KaAUg 2

04 U 385 2812
Total H296

? 200 *s fI “J i*i, *! I
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House State Affairs Committee Testimony on
HB 239 "An Act Declaring the Dragonfly as the Official State Insect"

Testimony on 3-23-95 from : o
Auntie Mary Nicoli Elem. School in Aniak
P.0. Box 29
Aniak AK 99557

Teacher:  Ruth Bradford

Students:  Rainy Diehl. 3th Grade
Dcidre Bush. Sih Grade
Derek Aluia, 7th Grade
Jruck Clift. 7th Grade
Rachael Boelens. 7th Grade
Andrea Gusty. 6th Grade
Dana Diehl. 6th Grade
Melanie Matter, 5th Grade

Trunk You very much for this opportunity to testify

ZQ'4 Z00 oh 9CCt 86C£ 3«M *1310 |COHDS ;in*$n;<



P —

th”ﬂ”‘ii” Representative Irene K. Nicholia

Mayl.d State Capitol « Juneau, Alaska 99801
Nﬁﬁ Phone: 4654527 FAX: 465-2204

VtlUifi . . o . . DCK
e CS lor House.PilUafliSt) iR
mb(* o SPONSOR STATEMENT

IIIIIIII

) CS for.House Bill 239 ( A?‘Fa nd AS 44,09 to designate the
Bl o IR 0
ﬂﬁr n*ranro niak, Afiska

{M'ﬂ%'}\rcﬁri” The students fro ntre%gy Nicoli EIement Scmgl bemn

uestrn nominations ortef state rrlr)se H
N nomination for fhe dragonily-s ot untie
AU Icoll stu ensand est uneau-
I omr rons rE rp nder os rtoI ourmnin

and e umble ee en h n rna ron [0CESS aﬂcome

I”L»u oacI e bal ?ts Were sent to pub cschoo In the state.
ket resultso the election were as
a1 ourS ot |m er Dra on 4votes
it mar ed votes
it our n o tter 2votes
i b umb votes
g i Thus. the Four Spo Skrmmer Dragonfly won the nomination with an 879
K% ”' L vote margin.
I
ny Alask a feel that the mosquito would ke a morg
V¢ 8 natey dS da r}étater sectt rvenCWr ovenN lrmrnl large
V.Kity |ono mosqur os at Inha rts [ State r]nqn e su J
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seem? more log |ca orce |rstt our Sdpot %krmmr ra onﬂg/ 1S
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COMMENTS MADE BY STUDENTS ABOUT THE ELECTION
Fred Ipalook Elementary, Barrow: The 5th grade surveyed the whole school to get our total
vote.

t?hirﬁiak School: Our kids arc mostly afraid of bumblebees. Dragonflies arc common on our
eaches.

Blackwell School, Anvik: Thank you for sharing with us.
I: We enjoyed participating.

ills: We enjoyed this
project. The students in grades 5and 6 campaigned for the four different insects. They made a
presentation to grades Kindergarten through grade four.

Sand Point School, Sandﬁoint: We had a nice election. 88% of the student body voted. We
made slogans:  Vote for the humble bee, just remember where your boney comes ft om!
Vote for someone you know, vole for the mosquito!

Glacier Valley Student Council: We held a school vote. Thank sou for making us a pan of
your project.

Port Protection School: | think the Dragonfly should be the state insect because il has .
compound eyes tn sec far and it can fly all sons of directions and can hover. My personal reason is
b.cause it cats smai. insects like mosquitoes. Mosquitoes bug me a lot. Anthony Dallas.

Bdué&i School. Beluga: Thank you for letting us participate.

Main Klementary. Kodiak: We had almost 100% participation and our students are very
excited lo find out the results.

Valdez Hiflh School: Thanks for letting u. have input.

Cooper Landing student notes:
| like the dragonfly because they are useful and took neat. Austin
| chose the 45pot dragonfly because they eat the najty bugs and are pretty. Terrin IL
Dragonflies keep (he insect population down and they do nut hurt people. Jeremy Kills



Anink Schools: Comments by the Drngonfly Lobby Team members:

The dragonfly has been around since prehistoric times. They outlived the dinosaurs which shows

(hat Alaska has a history of more than just snow and ice.
by Bmck Clift, 7th grade

The dragonfly is quite unique because it iscolorful and larger than most flying insects.
Unfortunately there arc not enough to destroy all (he mosquitoes in rural Alaska!
by Rainy Diehl, 8th grade

| voted for the dragonfly because | don't like mosquitoes. During thr summer Alaska is a beautiful
place to be. It would be even better with FEWER .MOSQUITOES!
by Dana Diehl, 6th grade

| fly high. I'm a Four Spot Skimmer Dragonfly,
Watch me soar through the sky,
| represent \Jaska. cause I'm an awesome guy.
I'll eat mosquitoes, 'til the day | die.
by Deidrc Hush, Sth grade

| like the mosquito hut it is a pest.
All it does is bite you.
| like the dragonfly
It eats the pests.
Dragonflies represent Alaska the best.
by Rachael Boclens, "Il grade

The dragonfly is long, slender, and graceful. It cats mosquitoes and was the choice of most Alaskan

students. | believe the dragonfly deserves to be our state insect.
by Andrea Gusty. 6th grade

Winter in Alaska isCOLD. Any insect as big and beautiful as the dragonfly that can lurvitc

Alaska's cold deserves to he the state insect.
by Derek Aluia. 'lb grade

The committee and | worked hard on this project. We stuffed hundreds of envelopes, counted votes,
baked, earned mooey for postage and the lobby team trip to Juneau. We're not about to Stop

working until the dragonfly is the official state insect!
by Melanie Matter, 5th grade.



DRAGONFLY LOBBY TEAM
Auntie Mary Nicoli Elementary School
P.0. Box 2

Aniak, AK 99557

Representative Irene Nichoiia
State Capital
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Nichoiia:

We are the members of the Dragonfly Lobby Team from Aniak, Alaska.
There arc eight students on our team, ranging from fifth to eighth grades. Our
insect team coach is Ruth Bradford and our science teacher is Larry Bradford. We
have worked on this project, along with many other students, since 1992 when we
requested nominations, to the present, in our quest for an official state insect for
Alaska. Asyou can see from the enclosed information, we were as busy as
mosquitoes, and as determined as dragonflies to work out every detail. Now that the
votes are in. we are asking your help in bringing the Four Spot Dragonfly before the
State Congress for a vote.

The eight members of our lobby team, coach, and chaperone are planning a
trip to Juneau in April or May to lobby for the proposed dragonfly. The members
of the team have earned money to pay for the trip and arc looking forward to seeing
our legislators at work. It is our hope that we could present our proposal to a
committee, or watch us it is presented on the floor. We need your help in
determining a realistic timeline.

We sincerely appreciate your support.

Sincerelv yours; i
Ruth Bradford, DLT G'oah

LairyMiladford”J*jcnceTeachcer

.. gt N .

"B 1T u d - A J U u *', ffoJW ? JW faa.

Q juA z.

enc: Adopt A State Insect
Student comments

cc.  Senator Georgeanna Lincoln
Representative Gene Kubina





