


Let's Adopt A State Insect!
Have you eve r been w a lk ing beside a stream  o r  lake  and bad a stream lined , 

o live and yellow  crea tu re  d a rt up to you , pause in m id -a ir checking you out w ith its 
bu lgy eyes, then go into reverse and d isappea r in to the w illow s? W ha t was it? A 
m in ia tu re  he licop te r? No. A science fic tion cha rac te r?  No. The answ er is the F ou r 
Spot Sk im m er D rag on fly , the insect (h a t 3 ,941 students in schools from  the 
A leutians to the N orth  S lope voted as the ir choice to become the o ffic ia l state insect 
o f  A laska . The d rag on fly  was nom inated by A untie M a ry  N icoli E lem en ta ry  School 
in A n iak  and A uke B ay  Schoo l in Juneau  in the sp ring  o f  1993.

Ba llo ts were sent to every pub lic school in the state and the votes came 
pou ring  in du ring  the school y ea r o f  1993-94 . The students o f  A un tie  M a ry  N icoli 
E lem en tary  S rh o o l counted and ta llied the votes, locating each respond ing school on 
a map o f  A laska and m ark ing  the town o r  v illage w ith a dot. The vote was:

F ou r Spot S k im m er D rag on fly - 3941 
U nm arked  S lende r M osqu ito - 3073  
M ou rn in g  C lo a k  B u tte rfly - 2990 
Bum b le  Bee- 1492

E lection results showed that students in city schools tended to vote fo r  the m osquito , 
perhaps because people in u rban  areas a re  m ore  impressed by the im portance o f  the 
m osquito in the food  chain , and a re  not bothered by the pests as much as those 
liv ing  in ru ra l areas. E lem en ta ry , ju n io r  high, and high school students voted 
decided ly w ith a m arg in  o f  868 votes fo r  the d ra g on fly , which preys upon the pesky 
m osquito . The election re tu rns reflect enthusiastic pa rtic ip a tion  by students a ll ove r 
the state.

The F o u r Spot S k im m er D rag on fly  is an excellent choice fo r  the largest state 
in America . Its fo u r  m em branous wings span 2 and 3/4 to 3 and 1/8 inches. It has 
the ab ility  to hove r and fly  fo rw a rd  and backw ard , ju s t  like  the he licop ters that 
m aneuver in and ou t o f  otherw ise inaccessible areas o f  bush A laska .

The body o f  the F o u r Spot S k im m er D rag on fly  is o live b row n w ith a ye llow  
stripe 0 n each side and a ye llow  stripe on the lead ing edge o f  each w ing. The colors 
rt present the long nights o f  A laskan w inters. T he  ye llow  stripes a re  like  the 
searching headlights o f  vehicles, and the sure p rom ise o f  the re lu m in g  sun o ve r the 
sp ring ho rizon . The face is ye llow  with two la rg e  com pound eyes, w ith which the 
d rag on fly  sees kale idoscop ic images, rem ind ing  us o f  the m any facets o f  A laskan  
h isto ry  and cu ltu re . F rom  the beginning o f  its life , the d rag on fly  is a sym bo l o f  
s treng th . The m ale guards the fem ale from  o th e r m ales while the fem ale rests on a 
twig o r  le a f then d rop s he r eggs one at a time in to o r  close to the w a te r. The la rvae  
p rey  upon wa e r insects, tadpoles, oi c \cn  sm a ll is li. l lie ) m ake ligh tn ing  fast jab s  
w ith the ir low ^r lip  in o rd e r to en joy  a tasty m eal.



Accord ing to D r. M a rk  O sw ood , P ro fe sso r o f  A quatic  B io logy  at the 
U n iversity  o f  A laska , F a irb an ks , "T h e  d ragon fly  is an elegant o rgan ism . Its beauty 
puts it righ t in there w ith bu tte rflie s . It is an inc red ib le  ae ria l ac roba t. It p rob ab ly  
lives m ore than one y e a r in the la rv ae  stage and spends the w in te r in the frozen 
mud. It emerges as an adu lt d u rin g  the second sum m er."

The fact that adu lt d ragon flie s  have chew ing m ou th  parts and feed on o the r 
fly ing  insects like  mosquitoes is perhaps the main reason fo r  the d ragon fly 's  v ic to r ) ’ 
o ve r the S lende r U nm arked  M osqu ito . It is a horn  hun te r, a tru e  A laskan .

No m atte r how large o r  sm a ll the v illage o r  city o r  the geograph ica l location 
o f  the schoo l, students found  a new interest in the im portance o f  insects to life  as i t ; - 
in A laska . They campaigned in th e ir schools, studied the pros and cons o f  each 
nom inee, and carried  out the dem ocra tic  process by expressing the ir choice w ith a 
vote. 1 1,496 students across the state a re  now w aiting to see the fin a l resu lt o f  that 
e lection , ft is now up to o u r leg is la to rs : S en a to r G co rgcanna L inco ln , 
Rep resen tative Iren e  N icho lia , and Rep resen tative Gene K u b in a  to present the h ill 
in the House and Senate.

E ight students have been chosen to go to Juneau  in A p ril to lobby  fo r  the 
F o u r Spot S k im m er D rag on fly . They  a re  cu rren tly  ea rn ing  th e ir way by m aking 
and se lling delicious baked goodies and ra ff lin g  a va rie ty  o f  c ra fts and items that 
have been donated .

Can students m ake a d iffe rence in gove rnm en t? Yes! C an  students m ake 
things happen in the rea l w o rld ?  Yes! And we w ill soon have the F o u r Spot 
S k im m er D rag on fly  adopted as the o ffic ia l A laska state insect to p rove  that 
students can m ake changes using tru e  A laskan diligence!

L E T 'S  A D O P T  T H E  F O U R  S P O T  S K IM M E R  D R A G O N F L Y  F O R  A LA SK A !
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V o i c e  o f r Yhe Times
Dragonfly will make a nifty state bug
8y PAUL JENKINS

Y j  gotta haw it when a pesky liberal 
loes som eih ing ngh t. It .n n t  n a tu ra l. 
Take this bug deal Kicking around _m the 
Senate Resources Committee. A t i n t .  it 
appeared Sen. Georgianna Lincoln was 
ju s t begging for crouole when ihe intro­
duced SB 97 . a measure to make a orag- 
id ly  the state insect.

There's to rt re fo rm  to w o rn ’ jd o u i. 
Theres the looming iscaJ cruis. I f  that's 
not enough, there s the term  lim its fra ­
cas. .Ana Ms. Lincoln, a Democrat from 
Ram part, wants to waste ame on aoopt- 
m g i  s ta te  m sec :?  T h is  is th e  b est 
Democrats can do? A Dug bill?

Then , ya And ou t sne's doing it be­
cause ^omethii.g like !2 .*9 6  icnool 'cos 
Tom xil over .Alaska voted 'jo  make the 
fou r soot s lam m er dragon fly the ita te  s 
itf.c .a l insect. Through ovem gn t o r de­
sign. A laska at present anas itse if with­
out an official bug. unless you count the 
Ancnotage Daily News

I lu bm it that no state worth a hoot 
sh ou ld  be w ith ou t a 
rea l oug on its roste r 
jfo f f ic a i studf. Several 
s ta te s  lis t s  g ra sse s , 
dog * , h o rs e s , even  
nuts. Amona even has 
c rEca . neckwear, the 
bo lo  : ie . T he  o n ly  
th in g s  A la s k a  can 
pony up tor a list is a 
flower, a tree, a bud. a 
long, a  gem. a marine 
m am m a l, a fo s s i l, a 
m ineral and a  sport. B u t no bug. I t  .un t 

'respectable.
.Apparently '■ads in  schools across the 

state thought so, too. D unng  a sp eca l 
election tha t started in 1992. icds sent 
thetr votes fo r a  state bug to the Auntse 
M ary Nicoli E lementary School in Aruak 
for ta h u ia coa  The Aniak school and the 
Auke Say  School in Juneau  nominated 
the fo u r spot sk im m er d ra g on fly  th a t 
even tua lly  ta llied  3 ,941 votes. The u n ­
marked slender mosquito, received 3 .073 . 
the mourning doek butterfly. 1 9 9 0 . and 
the bumbiebw . 1.492.

F r a n k ly .  I'd  h a v e  gone w ith  th e  
moaquito, which k s t  by a lousy 568 votes. 
There probab ly ought to be an A laska 
Public Offices CoRumanon investigation 
o r a recount supervised by the Division o f 
Elecocns. Lke every other election in this 
s ta te  B u t . h ey . the k id s  a p p a re n t ly  
wanted the resu lts sometime due yea r 
ana without the ensuing law su it

Jenkins
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In die long run. I lucpose. the dragon­
fly should vorx out veil aa a state insect. 
I t  can hover, then move fo rw a rd  and 
backwards, like a lot o f cur politicians. 
Additionally. its  strong It ’s fa s t  It ’s a 
hunter. It ’s capable o f amazing aerobat­
ics. .And it eats mosquitoes. .Anything 
that eata mosquitoes a  r o d .  O f course, 
anything that eats more mosquitoes is 
even better.

The kids a t Aniak sent the vote tallies 
along to Lincoln, who mcoductd her leg­
is la tion  in d fe  Senate They say they  
hope the bill AsB *3/* through the Legis­
la tu re . The Aniak k ids, fifth - th rough  
e ighth-g raders ca lling  them se lves the 
Dragonfly Looby Team, have raised mon­
ey to visit Juneau j i  tardy A p ril, when 
die measure is scheduled to come up.

And it  sh ou ld  pass . L a w m a k e rs  
should put aside th e ir p a rtisan  d iffe r ­
ence* and do the right dung, o r r u k  tick­
ing o ff herds o f kids with tax machines. 
UHphsna and aotnpuw i  f a i t e  A te  
ka needs to take its n g h d ii p la n  among 
sovereign states with o f f ic i i  bugs We 
will be the on ly itate with a d ragon fly  
We will have a bug and Texas won't. And 
we w ill be the 5 n t  su te  to adopt an cffi- 
c a l bug tn the 1990a.

To date, there are something 'ike 17 
states with oA ca l msecu. Most o f the ir 
bogs. I guca ted y a  are wimpy O f the 17. 
13 went w ith honeybees o r  la d yb u g i. 
showing a a trtun  lack o f imagination even

j  honevpees and Eadybugs do good w ox.
.Arkansas. M ississicm . M issouri. N e­

b ra sk a . New  J e n e v  N o rth  C a ro lin a . 
South Dakota . Verm ont and W isconsin 
i l l  went with the noneyoee. .All aaocted 
the Dee Detween '.973 and 1955. Jidicat- 
mg more than a decade o f Hard lobbying 
by bee lovers. .And. fo r the record. L 'tahs 
state emblem a  a oeehive.

De law are . M assachusetts. New Y o rk  
and O h io  w ent with the ladybug . ana  
they a ll did it between 1974 and 1959 
Connecccui picked the praying m anes in 
1977. Illin o is . the m onarch bu tte rfly  m  
1 9 7 5 ; a n d . M a ry la n d , th e  B a lt im o re  
checkspoc butterfly tn 1973.

Then, there's New Mexico. where men 
are men and the c ff ic a l vegetable is dull 
and fin jo l. I'm not k idding . The o ffic ia l 
cookie, by the way. is something tailed a 
bixcochito. Its  official bug is the T a ran tu ­
la  Hawk Wasp, adopted m 1989. trop rev  
nv*. I don I  know w tiai these critters do. 
but. ju s t  based on the name. I believe Td 
buy one a bccocmto and cail it *«r*  £ it 
jo t  dose.

That aside, when Lonmin's bug bul is a 
done d ea l, lad s  a ll o v e r the state who 
took part m the wxmg will iee that peo­
ple working together actua lly can make 
something happen.

And ail in a ll. «v»n £  they patted over 
the re fe ra b le  moaquito. ' a t am t so aed.
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Buzzword 
in Juneau 
is dragonfly
By KATE RIPLEY
Staff W n ttf 

J U f ' E A U - T h l s  is  o n e  b i l l  
th a t's  r e a l ly  f ly in g  th rough  Die 
L eg is la tu re .

The  House S ta te  A ffa ir s  C om ­
m it te e  u n a n im o u s ly  b acked  a 
b i ll T h u rs d a y  to  i . 's k e  the fou r- 
spot s k im m e r  d ra g o n f ly  A la s ­
k a 's  o ff ic ia l Im e c t .

The p o lit ic a l h u rt  In the C a p i­
to l's  h a lls  is  that the m ea su re  
has an e x c e lle n t chance o f  b e ­
com in g  law

See FLY. Page A 8

FLY: Official insect
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C on tin u ed  from  Page  A-1
" I  th ink  it's  g r e a t ,"  sa id  H ouse 

S p e a k e r G a i l P h i l l ip s , ft H om e r 
• • it ' ll p a ss th is  y e a r . I 'm  s u re ."

T he b i l l ,  sponsored  by  Rep Ire n e  
N tch o lla  D -T a n a n a .a n d S e n .G e o r-  
g ianna L in co ln . D  R am p a r t , is Ih e  
r e s u lt  o f  a t h re e -y e a r  e f f o r t  by  
e le m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s tu d e n t s  in  
A n iak . on the K u skokw im  R iv e r  tn 
Southw est A la ska

The  studen ts p o lle d  n e a r ly  11 .300 
studen ts a c ro s s  the s ta te , a sk in g  
th em  to  choose  fr o m  am ong  the 
fo u r spot s k im m e r , the u nm a rk e d  
s le n d e r  m o sq u ito , th e  m ou rn in g  
r lo a k  b u t te r f ly  and the bum b lebee .

The d ra g o n f ly  b e s t the m osqu ito  
b y  a handy m a rg ir . N ex t in lin e  w as 
the b u t te r f ly , w ith the bee a d is tan t 
fo u rth

E ig h t A n iak  students te s tify in g  
v ia  te le c on fe re n c e  T h u rsd a y  sa id  
the d ra g o n fly  d e se rv e s  the t it le  o f 
o ff ic ia l s ta te  insect because  it is a 
m a jo r  p re d a to r  c l th e  m osou ito  
They  a ls o  noted tha t such a la rg e  
bug is  fit t in g  fo r  a la rg e  s ta le

•'The d ra g o n f l ;  is  long , s le n d e r

and  g ra c e fu l It e a ts  m osou itoes 
and w as the choice o f m ost A la sk an  
s t u d e n t s . "  s a id  s i x t h - g r a d e r  
A nd rea  G us ty  

S e v e n t h - g r a d e r  D e r e k  A lu la  
g ave  the d ra g o n fly  c re d it  fo r  to u g h ­
ness.

'.'W in te r in A la sk a  is c o ld . Any in ­
sect a t  b ig  and b e au tifu l a s the  d r a ­
g o n fly  th a t can  s u rv iv e  A la sk a  s 
c o ld  d e s e rv e s  to  be  the  s ta le  in ­
s e c t ."  A lu ia  sa id .

S ince  the b i ll con ta in ed  on ly  fiv e  
lin e s , th e re  w e ren  t m an y  bugs to 
w o rk  ou t.

U n c o ln  sa id  the b i l l sh ou ld  get its 
f i r s t  S e n a te  h e a r in g  e a r ly  n ex t 
m on th

"T h is  is the studen ts ' chance  to  
see th ey  c an  m ake  a  d i f fe re n c e ."  
L in co ln  sa id  

The  studen ts s tu ffe d  hund icd s  o f 
e n ve lo p e s , coun ted vo tes and  he ld  
b ake  s a le s  to  e a rn  m oney  fo r  the 
J u n c j- i t r ip .  said fi f th  g ra d e r  M e la ­
n ie M a tte r 

" W e ’ r e  not abou t to  s top  w o rk ing  
u n ti l Ih e  d ra g o n f ly  is the o ff ic ia l 
•*ate in s e c t ."  she d e c la re d
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State Motto
The o ffic ia l m otto or the S la te  o t A la ska . 'N o rth  to the Fu tu re .* was adopted by 

•he leg is la tu re  du ring  A la s k a *  Pu rchase  C en tenn ia l in ISW7. C reated  by vete ran  
Juneau newsm an R ichard  Pe te r, the m otto u  m eant to rep resent A laska as a c oun tn  
a p n m i-e  According to  Pe te r, thv m otto * . is a rem inde r th a t beyond the h om on  o f 
jrb .u i c lu tte r th e re  is a G r e jt  L in d  beneath o u r (lag  t h J t can provide a new tomorrow  
o r th is cen tu ry  4 hudd led masses veam m g  to he free "

The Seal ol ihe Slate ol Alaska
’.Vhen Congress provided for c iv il governm ent for A la ska  in IS<§4. the firs t 

." iv rrn .ir designed, jn d  had made 1 *eal fo r the D istric t o f  .A laska. The rea l was u.*vd 
in ti) :»*10 when G ov e rn o r W a lte r  E. C la rk  decided the de«igr placed too much 

^mcha»i» to weberg* n o rth e rn  ‘ ig h u . and N ative people The governor had a 
Ira rtsm an  -.n Juneau  «k<tcn a new rea l th a t incorporated the o rig ina l fea tu re* . plus 
.vm bois 'o r  m ining , lg n c u ltu re  ’ :*hene» . fu r  *cal rookeries , jn d  a ra ilroad .

The design was approved b* the acting a tto rney  gene ra l o f  the L’ nited S ta te s A 
w s  *eiim.-d d raw ing \a» made A* an unknow n pe rton  in the Departm ent > f'he 
o t e r o r . and  the new »eal was read > fo r  use ea rly  in 1911 AVhcn.;Alaska changed (piisi 

ii:» inct to t e m t o r a l  s ia tu* in 191.*. the new designation was substituted in the *eal 
The i* in stitu tion  i f  the S ta te  o f  A la ska  provides that the t e m t o r a l  >cal <hail he 

the «e.n 01 *he S la te  ot A la sk a , w ith  'h ew o rd  ' t e r r . t o n ' changed t o t h j t  11 's ta te  * 
The *c\i! » \ * .ncno» in d im e t e r  T he  *« jl appear* on the cover o f th is rv»ok

The * e j i - i l the ■'tateof Ai.ir>ca may !>• u ved on ly  w ith the cn tten  per*ni**ion • 
the L t G ove rn o r

The Slate Flower
The ita te  lo w e r , the u id  Fo rget-M e-N ot. *a* adopted by the T e rr ito r ia l 

le g is la tu re  in  1917 ( : « a  pe renn ia l th a t >« fiiund th roughou t.A laska , from  H ydcr to 
•he Arctic a u > l. and * t i t  to the .A leutian*

The Slate Bird
The .ta te h ird . th o W il’ow p ta rm igan . v a s  adopted h> the T e m to ra l LegtsJatur*- 

n ;?>V5 !: » a * m a lM V l7 .n c h r *  irc t ie g rou se th a t liv e sam on gw ’.llow sandonuue r. 
•u n d .n .ir .d  m u ik rg  P lum age  is b rown 1n su m m c r .c h 4tng1n g to w r .1t e n  u n tc -  T’ te 
W illow  P ta rm igan  is common m  much o f .A laska

Other State Sym bols
S ta te  F  «h— K ing  S a lm on  'adopted by 'h e  .\ ia sk 4i L eg is la tu re  in 1962*
S ta te  F  w h I— W nr)||y M am m oth • adopted by the A laska  Leg is la tu re  m 19S 6 •
S ta te  G em — lad e  > adopted by the .A laska Leg is la tu re  in 19Cd*
Spate M anne  M am m a l— Bowhead W ha le  • adopted by the A K  Leg is la tu re  in 1 9 :2  
S ta te  M in e ra l—G o ld 'a d o p te d  by the .A laska Leg is la tu re  in 1968*
S ta te  S p o rt— Dog M ush ing 'adop ted  by the A la ska  Leg is la tu re  in 1972'
S ta te  T ree— S itk a  Sp ruce  • adopted by the .A laska Leg is la tu re  in 1962'

!«2 b p s  3 a *  6 co* '99' 92



SENATE COMMITTEE REPORT
DATE: 4/11/95 FURTHER:

DATE TURNED INTO OFFICE- Q - 
Resources Committee considered CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 239(STA) 
"An Act declaring the four spot skimmor dragonfly as tho official stato inGOct."
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A un tir M ary Nicoli F lrm rn la ry  School 
P.O. Hot 29 
Amah. Alack* tfS 5 7  
(907) 675-4JS7

Dr j r  Lrg ttlator* 4ml Com m itter Member*:

'W w jh i to thank you for the in te rn t you have shown »n the D rafonfl* 
project. Me have all learned a great deal about insect*. pasting bdl*. ru n n in f 
elections. and communicating with our Senator* and Represent ante*.

Ih r  pur|*o»e of Ik *  In te r it to inform too about thr corrected count of ih r 
co ir. Th r m u lia  a rr the la n ir but thr specific count i* •lightly a ltrrrd  from thr 
student hand-counted number*. W r iran tfrrre d  Ih r tchooj total* from thr notebook 
to thr computer. These a rr Ih r corrrctrd  rlrctro n ic total*:

Dragonfly Dee Mosquito Botterfl* Total
38** *47; 3035 2872 11290

A lilt  of the school* and thr specific *otr it* a!*o eo.loted

b ls c t r r f r .  ^  J

H ath  U rad fc  rd . tra ch e ?  «nd © L T  c joach
r - / ~

I J r r *  nradford. science in tfe rr
/



School

Akiacha* o « m .  School ajuachcK 
Akfu* Memorial school. Xas*Q<u*
A W a n  S O W . O u t an
AJaAahuk School. Aiakanuk 
Aiiakatet S o o o i Aiakokat 
A/rtiar School. Amo**<
Aa q u o o  School. D i m

A/chc vmage S o o o i. A m <  W 'a o *
A/v«q School. P^ahoum 
Autioe M «<v  NkcoD fiJam S o o o *. Ariaa 
A u w a C Je m  S O W .  lltr^ n o c n  AFB 
Ayegyval B u n a u m * .  B*tf*i 

8m  VOfcy School. Aikhyag#

(te*uQ« School 8* *j g *  
de'ha* H t f o r *  Schod 

UUcvwoM S O W  A av+Ccwcr*n E*r"' School. •*nchc' j ;  a 
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House State Affairs Committee Testimony on 
HB 239 "An Act Declaring the Dragonfly as the Official State Insect"

Testimony on 3-23-95 from :
Auntie Mary Nicoli Elem. School in Aniak 
P.O. Box 29 
Aniak AK 99557

Teacher: Ruth Bradford

Students: Rainy Diehl. 3th Grade
Dcidre Bush. Sih Grade 
Derek Aluia, 7th Grade 
3 ruck Clift. 7th Grade 
Rachael Boelens. 7th Grade 
Andrea Gusty. 6th Grade 
Dana Diehl. 6th Grade 
Melanie Matter, 5th Grade

Trunk You very much for this opportunity to testify

ZQ'4 Z O O  o h  9c:Ct S6.c£ 3«M *1310 ICOHDS ;in*$n;<
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Representative Irene K . N icholia
State Capitol • Juneau, Alaska 99801 
Phone: 465-4527 FAX: 465-2294

UeomtifKI niuniwniH nrtJ lUqimuil .\llnim Inlr • tinli'iiinl I nntr imil hnniWICS lor House. PilUa fliS Ift)
S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

CS for House Bill 239 (STA) amends AS 44.09 to designate the 
Four Spot Skimmer Dragonfly as the official state insect. This suggestion 
was first brought to the attention of the legislature by a group of students 
from Aniak, Alaska.

The students from Auntie Mary Nicoli Elementary School began 
requesting nominations for the official state insect in 1992. Along with 
the nomination for the dragonfly-sponsored by both the Auntie Mary 
Nicoli students and the students at Auke Bay School in Juneau-were 
nominations for the Unmarked Slender Mosquito, the Mourning Cloak 
Butterfly, and the Bumble Bee. When the nomination process had come 
to a close, ballots were sent to every public school in the state. The 
results of the election were as follows:

Four Spot Skimmer Dragonfly-3914 votes 
Unmarked Slender Mosquito-3035 votes 
Mourning Cloak Butterfly-2872 votes 
Bumble Bee-1477 votes

Thus, the Four Spot Skimmer Dragonfly won the nomination with an 879 
vote margin.

Many Alaskans may feel that the mosquito would be a more 
appropriate candidate for state insect, given the overwhelmingly large 
population of mosquitos that inhabits our state during the summer 
months. However, upon further consideration of the matter, the dragonfly 
seems a more logical choice. First, the Four Spot Skimmer Dragonlly is 
one of the many predators of the mosquito-those of us who have spent 
many hours m the Alaskan wilderness can appreciate the importance of 
this fact. Not only does the dragonfly help with the population control of 
the states most annoying pest, it is one of the largest insects in this, the 
largest state. Third, the dragonfly’s ability to hover and fly forward and 
backward reminds us of the skillful maneuvering of the bush pilots in 
Alaska. Last of all, two large compound eyes allow the dragonfly to 
reflect the many facets of Alaskan life and the diversity that exists within 
our state.

All of these factors make the dragonlly the m 
candidate for the category of official state insect. Plea 
recommendation of our young people and vote the Fo 
Dragonfly into this most worthy position.



COMMENTS MADE BY STUDENTS ABOUT THE ELECTION
F r e d  Ip a lo o k  E le m e n t a r y ,  B a r r o w : The 5th grade surveyed the whole school to get our total 
vote.

C h i n i a k  S choo l: Our kids arc mostly afraid of bumblebees. Dragonflies arc common on our 
beaches.

B la c k w e l l  S ch oo l ,  A n v i k :  Thank you for sharing with us.

i: We enjoyed participating.

ills: We enjoyed this
project. The students in grades 5 and 6 campaigned for the four different insects. They made a 
presentation to grades Kindergarten through grade four.

S a n d  P o in t S c h oo l , S a n d p o in t :  We had a nice election. 88% of the student body voted. We 
made slogans: Vote for the humble bee, just remember where your boney comes ft om!

Vote for someone you know, vole for the mosquito!

G l a c i e r  V a l l e y  S t u d e n t C o u n c i l :  We held a school vote. Thank sou for making us a pan of 
your project.

P o r t  P ro te c t io n  S c h oo l: I think the Dragonfly should be the state insect because i l has 
compound eyes tn sec fa r and it can fly all sons of directions and can hover. My personal reason is 
b .cause it cats smai. insects like mosquitoes. Mosquitoes bug me a lot. Anthony Dallas.

B d u & i  S choo l . B e l u g a : Thank you for letting us participate.

M a in  K lem en ta r y .  K o d i a k : We had almost 100% participation and our students are very 
excited lo find out the results.

V a l d ez H if lh  S c h ool: Thanks for letting u. have input.

C o o p e r  L a n d in g  s t u d e n t  no te s :
I like the dragonfly because they are useful and took neat. Austin 
I chose the 4 Spot dragonfly because they eat the na jty bugs and are pretty. Terr in IL  
Dragonflies keep (he insect population down and they do nut hurt people. Jeremy Kills



Anink Schools: Comments by the Drngonfly Lobby Team members:
The  d ra g o n f ly  has been a ro u n d  since p re h is to r ic  tim es. T h e y  o u t liv ed  the d in o sau rs  w h ich  shows 
(h a t A la sk a  has a h is to ry  o f  m o re  th an  ju s t snow  and ice.

by  B m c k  C l i f t ,  7th g rad e

T he  d ra g o n f ly  is qu ite  un ique  because it is c o lo r fu l and  la rg e r  th an  m ost f ly in g  insects. 
U n fo rtu n a te ly  th e re  a rc  not enough to d e s tro y  a l l (h e  m osqu itoes in r u r a l A la sk a !

by R a in y  D ie h l, 8 th  g rade

I voted  fo r  the d ra g o n fly  because I d on 't lik e  m osqu itoes. D u r in g  th r  sum m e r A la sk a  is a b eau tifu l 
p lace  to be. It w ou ld  be even b e tte r  w ith  F E W E R  .M O S Q U IT O E S !

by D an a  D ie h l, 6 th  g rad e

I f ly  h igh . I'm  a F o u r  Spo t S k im m e r  D ra g o n f ly ,
W a tch  me s o a r th rou gh  the sky ,
I rep re sen t \J a s k a . cause I'm  an awesom e guy.
I ' l l  eat m osqu itoes , 't i l the d ay  I d ie.

by D e id rc  Hush, S th g ra d e

I lik e  the m osqu ito  hut it is a  pest.
A ll it does is b ite  you .
I l ik e  the d ra g o n f ly
It eats the pests.
D ra g o n flie s  rep re se n t A la s k a  the best.

by R ach a e l B oc len s , " I I I  g rad e

The  d ra g o n f ly  is long , s le n d e r, and g ra c e fu l. It cats m osqu itoes and  w as the choice o f  m ost A la skan  
students. I be lieve the d ra g o n f ly  d ese rves to  be o u r  state insect.

by  A n d re a  G u s ty . 6 th  g rade

W in te r  in A la sk a  is C O L D . A ny  insect as b ig  and b e au tifu l as the d ra g o n f ly  th a t can  lu rv it c  
A la sk a 's  c o ld  deserves to  be the state insect.

by D e re k  A Ju ia . ' l b  g ra d e

The  com m ittee  and  I w o rk e d  h a rd  on  th is  p ro je c t . W e  s tu ffed  h u n d red s  o f  en ve lopes , coun ted  votes, 
b a ked , e a rn ed  m ooey f o r  postage and  the lo b b y  team  t r ip  to  Jun eau . W e 'r e  not abou t to  stop 
w o rk in g  u n ti l the d ra g o n f ly  is the o ff ic ia l state insect!

by M e lan ie  M a tte r , 5 th  g rad e .



DRAGONFLY LOBBY TEAM  
Auntie M a ry  Nicoli Elementary School 
P.O. Box 26 
Aniak, AK  99557

Represen tative Iren e  N ichoiia
S ta te  C ap ita l
Jun eau , A K  99801 -1182

D ea r Rep resen tative N icho iia :

W e are the m embers o f  the D rag on fly  Lobby  Team  from  A n ia k , A laska . 
The re  arc eight students on o u r team , rang ing  from  fifth  to eighth g rades. O u r 
insect team coach is R u th  B ra d fo rd  and o u r  science teacher is L a r ry  B ra d fo rd . W e 
have w orked on this p ro je c t, a long  w ith m any o th e r students, since 1992 when we 
requested nom inations, to the p resent, in o u r  quest fo r  an o ffic ia l state insect fo r  
A laska . As you can see from  the enclosed in fo rm a tion , we were as busy as 
m osquitoes, and as determ ined as d ragon flie s  to w o rk  out every de ta il. Now that the 
votes a re  in. we are asking y o u r  he lp in b ring ing  the F o u r  Spot D rag on fly  be fo re the 
State Congress fo r  a vote.

The eight m embers o f  o u r lobby  team , coach, and chaperone a re  p lann ing  a 
trip  to Juneau in A p ril o r  M ay to lob b y  fo r  the proposed d rag on fly . The members 
o f  the team have earned money to pay fo r  the trip  and a rc  look ing  fo rw a rd  to seeing 
o u r  leg isla tors at w o rk . It is o u r hope tha t w e  cou ld p resent o u r p roposa l to a 
comm ittee, o r  watch us it is presented on the flo o r . W e  need y ou r he lp in 
determ in ing a rea listic tim eline.

W e sincere ly app rec ia te  y o u r  suppo rt.

S ince re lv  y ou rs ; i

R u th  B ra d fo rd , D L T  G'oa^h

La iry^ fila  d fo rd^ J^ jcn ceT e  a c h c r

H . L : . ajfrfc. /Lfr .
" B i u d - A J U u * ' ,  f f o J W ?  J W f a a .

Q ju A z .

enc: A dopt A State Insect
Student comments 

cc: S en a to r G eo rgeanna L inco ln
Represen tative Gene K u b in a




