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MEMORANDUM

DATE: February 23, 1995

TO: Senator Robin Taylor, Chairman
Scnr’c Judiciary Committee

FROM: Senator Tim Kelly

RE: Scheduling of SJR 11, Proposing a Constitutional Amendment to
Limit the Terms of legislators

| respectfully request you schedule SJR 11, Proposing an amendment to the
Constitution which would limit the terms of legislators, for a hearing before the
Senate Judiciary Committee at the Committee's earliest convenience.

A sp .>or statement and additional back-up is attached.

Thank you in advance for your timely consideration.



VEMOER Alaska Statk Senate

TENTH ALASKA LEGISLATURE STATE CAPITOL
TLEVENTH ALASKA LEGISLATUHE JUNEAU, AIASKA 99801-1162
TWELFTH AIASKA LEGISLATURE (907) 465 3622
THIRTEENTH AIASKA LEGISLATURE TAX (907) 406 3750
TOURTT.CNTH ALASKA LCGISIATURE
Tint NTTI AIASKA IEOLSLATURE 710 WEST 4TH. SUITE 400

SIXTEENTH ALASKA LEGISLATURE
EIGHTEENTH AIASKA LEGISLATURE . ANCHORAGE, AIASKA 99501
Sknator Tim Kell (907)250 0100
y TAX (907) 250 4524

SJR 11 - TERM LIMITS FOR STATE LEGISLATORS

Senate Joint Resolution 11 (SJR 11) proposes a constitutional amendment
to limit the length of legislative service for State Senators and
Representatives. Under SJR 11, a person may serve up to four full two-year
terms as a Representative and two full four-year terms as a Senator. After
that, a person may not serve in the Legislature again until at least two years
has lapsed.

Limiting terms of elected officials has been a popular cause in Alaska and
the entire country for many years. In 1990, the voters of Oklahoma,
California, and Colorado enacted constitutional amendments which
limited state legislative terms. In 1992, the voters of twelve more states
joined them, and in 1994 an additional four states enacted term limits.

Professional political life is inconsistent with good representative
government. The bDbasic premise behind a democratic republic is that of
citizen legislators serving for a limited period of time to represent their
fellow citizens, then returning lo live among them. The longer they arc
apart from that community, the more remote they become.

The advantages to adopting a limit on legislative terms arc several. They
include:

* Opening the opportunity to serve in the Legislature for more people,
with an emphasis on "citizen" rather than "career" legislator.

* Enhancing legislative turnover with an improved influx of new
people and ideas.

* Reducing cynicism that many people feel toward government by
making the Legislature more representative of a broad cross-
section of Alaska.

* Diminishing the advantages of incumbency and seniority. Merit
would play a larger role in legislative power.



Here in Alaska, voter support for term limits has ranged between 70% to
80% in favor for the past decade. |In fact, Ballot Measure 1, limiting the
term of our State's congressional officeholders, passed on November 8th
with 72.7% of the voting electorate voting in favor. In addition, voters
have passed terms Ilimitson municipal mayors, assemblymen, and school
board members whenever presented with the opportunity, and delegates at
the State's Constitutional Convention imposed a limit of two full
consecutive terms on our Governor.

In spite of this, while more than 25 term Ilimit resolutions for state
legislators have been introduced in the State Legislature since 1977, none
have passed. The people of Alaska want term limits for their state
legislators - and its time they have the opportunity to vote on it.

If passed, SJIR 11 would be placed before the voters in the next general election
for ratification.
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- In several states, the issue of state im/wsed congressional term limits i being litigated infederal
court. This list reflects term limits imposed by the state which may currently be in litigation nr term
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limits which will take effect only when other states adopt similar term limits.
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CHAIRMAN, MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE, MY NAME 1S RESA JERREL,
AND I AM THE STATE DIRECTOR FOR THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF
INDEPENDENT BUSINESS - NFIB/ALASKA, I AM HAPPY TO BE HERE TODAY TO
SUPPORT SJR 3.

NFIB/ALASKA 1S COMPRISED OF 4,321 SMALL AND INDEPENDENT
BUSINESS OWNERS. THE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA OF NFIB/ALASKA IS
DETERMINED BY OUT BALLOT. THE BALLOT IS OUR ANNUAL POLL OF OUR
MEMBERS ON A SERIES OF ISSUE3 DEEMED CRITICAL TO SMALL BUSINESS. A
MAJORITY VOTE. OF THE MEMBEFS IN RESPONSE TO THE POLL, SETS CUR
POLICY AND POSITION ON LEGISLATIVE ISSUES. WE THEN SHARE THE
RESULTS OF OUR POLL WITH THE LEGISLATURE AND ADMINISTRATION.

ON THE 1991 STATE BALLOT OUR MEMBERS VOTED EIGHTY PERCENT IN
FAVOR oF TERM LIMITATIONS.

WHEN ASKED HOW MANY TERMS SHOULD A MEMBER CF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES SERVE? WE RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING RESULTS:
471X TWO TERMS (4 YEARS)
46.67. FOUR TERMS (O YEARS)
6,3* SIX TERMS (12 YEARS)
WHEN ASKED THE SAME QUESTION ABOUT SENATE TERMS, WE RECEIVED
THE FOLLOWING RESULTS:
88* TWO TERMS (O YEARS)
12* FOUR TERMS <16 YEARS)
O7. SIX TERMS (24 YEARS)

THE VAST MAJORITY CF OUR MEMBERS BELIEVE THAT LEGISLATIVE TERMS
SHOULD BE LIMITED TO 8 YEARS - AND THAT IS Trto® TERM LIMIT SET FORTH
IN SJR 3.

I AM HAPPY TO SEE THIS RESOLUTION BEING CONSIDERED EARLY IN
SESSION, 1 WOULD URGE YOU TO MOVE THE BILL OUT OF COMMITTEE - AND

LET THE CITIZENS CF ALASKA HAVE TO OPPORTUNITY TO VOTE ON THIS

ISSUE.
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NFIB/ALASKA THANKS YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO COMMENT IN FAVOR

OF THIS LEGISLATION. IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS 1 WOULD BE HAPPY TO
TRY AND ANSWER THEM.



National Conference of Stale l.ogi.slaluiux
States With Term Limits

 Aluskn: ( imiis nomi'urs ot (lie U. S House of Representative* thm«yem*duiing \ 12 year period and U.S. Senators
to 12 year* during .in in year period Wil laktscitect when 21 oilier states adopt similar congresxionnl tcun limits. (S)

mArl/amu: Limits U.S. Senators to two consecutive (eims anti Congressmen to ilnee consecutive (ciiin, Limits state
lawmaker to lour consecutive two year tonne ami members of the executive bmnvh lo two consecutive lour-year terms.

(@

5 Arkansas: | hints starewide elected niliciulx to two lour-ye.tr terms, state ceprexcnrativex to three two-year terms and
state senators to two tnur-ycar Uimx  Ihc state Supicme Couit lulcd that the slate could not icshitl eligibility ol federal
.unlidates. mnl tle (' S. Supieme Court has agreed tn hear the ea>c. A derision is especit.. in the Sprint; ol "1995. (C)

> California: Liu.its memlicix m the 1LS House ol Representatives to six years inan 11-yem pciiod nnd U S. Senators
to 12 years duung a |5 year period. | luiils stmc lawmakers to three twn-v-ar forms in the Assembly and tsvo loui-ycar
terms in the Semite. Constitution.!; officers ere limited ro two tour-ycar in ms. (C)

> Colorado; Limits state lawmakers to font consecutive two-year units m the House and iwn consecutive four-year
terms Il (Ire .senate tungicssionnl limimlioii* me three BUtixecutivc two-year terms tn the Mmwo and tsvo consecutive us-
year rcims In the Senate. (C)

» Kluridn: No one can run for reckvtinn to the l.egisliUoie. c*eciilive branch or U.S. Cmigrex* if hy the end of their
cuireui term they have xeivco tor eight consecutive years. (S)

v Idaho: Limit* U.S. House ol Repieseiiiative.x to >ic years inan 11year peiiiki and U S. Senate to 12 ycruj in a 23 year
yetiod. State legt.sintnu iiii 'tiiiewide elected otllclats are limited t0 €Ight 'yean ma 15 yem pentad. (S{

v Maine: State legislators and constitutional uflkerx me limited to four consecutive two-yem tcnm  the Mate auditor is
limited to two enmeumve tour-year terms  ItcsinctiouS oo state lawmakers become utt'eeitvo with the 1996 elections and
apply lo individuals currently holding uttlce. U.S. Representative* uju limited to six years or .service m 11 years, and U S.
Scitntot s ate linvterl m 12 years or service in 17 years. Applies to time setved hy xenutmn and representatives beginning

January 1. 1995. (N)

9 Mdvsnehiixritst Limits Governor. L.t. Governor. .Secreiary, Trc.nuici. Auditoi or Attmncy General to two
umxccluiive terms within an 11.year peiiod Limits U S. Sciunus to twoconsccnmve term* within a 17-year petted.
I imift slate senators, tcprtientanve* and U.S. Kepicsunt.tiives to tuur consecutive tends in nine yeais. (S%

< Mlchlitmi; State icpicsentalives may serve only three terms, stare jenntm * nnd members ot 'he executive branch only
two terms. Limits U S. Representative® to three trims in nny |?-yenr penod and U.S. Senator.* to two rcims timing 21
e.ns «?)

o Missouri: KeifiM* state Inwnukci* (u si htgears in the same timitc aiul 16 total yc.us of Icgisluiive service. U S
Kepiuseiiialivus are limned to lout Kims nnd"U S. Scntunis to two terms. | tout; on concessional Units will not go nun
«fleet mud enacted by halt the state*. (C)

> Moiitnua; |.mills state *enotori to eight yean in a 16-yesr petind. reptcseut.uive* todt yean in a 12-ycar period and
the cxeeti'tve hianen to eight years or service in 16 yeatl. Holds U S. Kepicsetiiaiives to six years nut of 12and U S
Senator* to 12 ycai* in a 21-yc.u period. tC)

o N'cbrasko: Sit hunt* ol wo consecutive term* in ofliee rot state legislators. | t Governor, Secreiary or .Stare.

Auditor, treasurer, and Attormney ceneral  AlSu, textile!* U.S. Repicict anvex in three consecutive terms, and U.S.
Senaion to two consecutive termi. Governor txalready leatneicd to two consecutive luut-ycat lenm (Q

co ca o 36a« .«<vCOifts Ce-5S0's6*1 taic cs* i.06 . ol wcort



> Nevada: Limit* US Representatives to llwcc teim* in othce, .uul U.S. Senators to serving two terms in office, 'flic
limn* apply a* of December 31. 1996. hut do not take eticcf uniil 21other state* have similar measure.*. liinu* member*
of (lie Assembly in serving 12 yean <i ji* teims nntl member* or ihc Senate to ilucc teim* nr 12 years, Supreme Court
Justices mill nil'other judge* me limited tn two terms .Secretary nr dare, .State treasurer. State Comphmlerand Attorney
(Jeneml ate limited to eight yc.u* nr two tctuis. Governor is already limited to two.consecutive terms (C)

") North Dakota: Restricts access tn die ballot thr member* rtf the U S, Senate nr House ot Representatives after they
h.t'u setveil 17, years inoilier in .my combination. They can tun again alter a two-year break. (S3

A" M Limits U.S. SenntOiS to two consecutive tenns mid membei* uf tho u.s. House of Representatives to four
consecutive toims, LimitJ slate suualuis in two consecutive (L-mms and stare icpresenialtves to four consecutive terms.
Limits member* nl ihc executive bianch lo two consecutive terms. Teims are considered consecutive mile.** the.c is a
break id lour years. (C)

< Qklahoma: State lawmakers .tie limited lo 12 ye.us of legislative service. U.S. Hnu*c nf Representatives would be
limited to three two-year term* ar.d Senator.* tn two Si*.year term*, (¢,

v Oregon: Holds state lawmakeis to si* years in the House ar.tl eight years in the Senate nr no more Ilian 12 years of
legislative service. .Statewide olticeholdcis me liimtc | to eight years and members nr L'migies.* to si* ycnn in tlic House
mid 12 years in (he Senate. «2)

 Smith Dakota: Limit* state lawmakers to tour eomectmve two year min* and statewide otticcis to two consecutive
terms. | units member* nr L'ongrc** tn si- consecutive teim* In the House and two consecutive tejitis in the Senate”. (C)

< Utah: Utah lawmakeis ﬁassed a bill piohibiliiit; state olficets mid members uf the House and Senate from placing their

- nnimtc* onrhe+nHut if they have »-rved mute than 12 consecutive years inollku. The  law willbecomeeffective in
January 199S. Limits tor members ot Concuss would be citecme when 24 other stntej pa** term limits lor lateral
lawmakers. Time in otiiec would he limned k> 12 enivseentivc yem  (S)

> Waihiugtoii: Limits state sco.iturs lo eight out ul 14 years, tepfMentativcs to si* nut nl 12 yenis. mid the Governor and
L1 duvcimifin e|%ht nutol [ »years. Teims served before November 1992 will not count towmd limits. (LederOl district
imiri overturned the state's term limit law for federal onlceholiteis. The case i* pending in the U.S. Circuit (*ouri oi
Appeals,) (S)

_-_Wgoming: Limits* .en.uurs ts three term* in an%/ 14.year period, representative* tn three term* many li-ycar
iviind, niw eoiiiinun."  liner* to two terms in any th year period. U.S. Senator* ate limited to serving two units in
my 24*yrat pcucd.. |, Representatives to thteu terin* nr ti ycjis. (S)

20 states limit tho terms of \t.ire lawmaker* and executive branch ullici.ils.

22 strex limit the terms uf federal oltictat*
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