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April 10, 1996

The Honorable Rick Halford
Alaska State Senator

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Halford:

The Department of Law strongly supports SB 320, a bill which creates
a new superior court judge position in Dillingham. We believe that creation of this
judgeship is essential to our ability to provide adequate criminal justice services to
the Bristol Bay region.

As you know, | recently traveled to Dillingham with Deputy Attorney
General Laurie Otto and Anchorage District Attorney Ken Goldman. While there
we participated in a public meeting and heard many residents of the community
discuss their criminal justice needs. We also met separately with region leaders,
including city officials, school officials, Native leaders, victims’ advocates, and
police officials. From all we heard the same message - delivery of criminal justice
services by those living outside the region simply docs not work. Although most of
our discussions revolved around the need for a resident district attorney, it is clear
that the criminal justice needs of the community will not be met until there is a
resident superior court judge.

For example, until there is a superior court judge, grand juries for
felony eases arising in the Bristol Bay and Aleutian Chain regions must be
conducted in Anchorage, and, because the judges serving this region live in
Anchorage, many motion hearings on these eases arc heard in Anchorage. This
means that the district attorney for the region must spend a significant amount of
time in Anchorage handling grand juries and motion hearings.
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Although we requested in September 1995 that we be allowed to
conduct grand juries on Bristol Bay eases in Dillingham, this request was turned
down by the court system, which concluded “Grand juries require management by a
Superior Court judge. That would have to be done tclcphonically which may be OK
in some cases, but in most eases is not appropriate. Our grand juries are convened
in areas served by Superior Courtjudges which makes management of the grand
jury that much easier.”

This is not the only problem created by the lack ofa Superior Court
judge. Because the judge travels to Dillingham/Naknek only one week a month,
that is the only week available to conduct trials, a period of time that is wholly
inadequate. The result of having inadequate time on the calendar is that we are
forced to enter into plea agreements in order to avoid having cases dismissed for
failure to bring a defendant to trial within 120 days. In other words, there are cases
that we cannot pursue at appropriate levels based on the limited court time that is

currently available.

I know you share our beliefthat protecting the public through adequate
prosecution of criminal offenses is a priority for all communities in the state. SB
320 is an important step forward in fully protecting the citizens of Bristol Bay and
the Aleutian Chain.

Please let me or Laurie Otto know ifyou need any additional assistance
in seeking passage of this important legislation.

Sincerely yours,

nrucc M. Botclho
Attorney General

cc: Bristol Bay Times
Senator Robin Taylor
Senator Lyman Hoffman
Representative lvan Ivan
Representative Carl Moses
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Senator Lyman F. Hoffman

Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol » Juneau. Alaska 99801-1182 + (907) 465*4453

/ A -
SenatorJMbiffTa”lor
Seriate Judiciary Committee

Senator Lyman Hoffman//
District T -

Senate Dill 320 - New Superior Court Judge Bor
Dillingham.

Mr. Chairman.

Thank you for your consideration of Senate Dill 320 * an

integral component in the equitable delivery of justice to the people of
Dillingham and the Dristol Day region.

The primary objective of Dristol Day residents is to facilitate

the return of their District Attorney. The Attorney General believes
the establishment of a Superior Court in Dillingham partnered with
the return of the District Attorney will provide a more comprehensive
delivery of justice and public protection.

The Court- System has provided a trim, yet responsible, fiscal

note and the Court. House in Dillingham was originally built with t he
eventual acquisition of a Superior Court in mind. Confined with
passage of SD 320, these factors lay tlie groundwork for a system
that will addr ess the needs of Dristol Day residents while relieving
substantial stress on an overburdened Anchorage Court system. |
believe this is what is commonly referred to as a "win-win” eituafion.

P.O Box 886 « Bethel, Alaska 99559 « (907) 549-3541
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On behalf of myself and the residents of the Dristol Day region,
| would like to say thank you. Mr. Chairman and members of the
Committee, for your consideration of this greatly important
legislation.



