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Senator Fred F Zharoff
Alaska Stair Legislature
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Phono (907)465*5473 « Fax: (907) 463*3043

—  Slate Senile District C ~
Kodiak Island ft Rural Snulhrasl Alaska

Sponsor Statement
SB 257

"An Act relating to the taking of game or fish for public safety
purposes"

| have introduced SB 257 to clarify the powers of the Department of
Fish and Game anti the Alaska Board of Game with regard to matters
of public safety. The need for this legislation arose from meetings
with ADF&G and the Board of Game regarding chronic bear/human
conflicts in communities throughout my district.

Section | provides the commissioner of fish and game with the
power to authorize the taking of fish and game for public safety
purposes. This provides a mechanism for the department to woik
with remote communities on dealing with true “problem"” wildlife
that are causing unacccpatablc threats to public safety. With this
authority, the department can work with the Village Public Safety
Officer program and others to establish procedures for resolving
serious conflicts.

Section 2 provides clarity to the Board of Game with regard to their
powers to adopt regulations regarding public safely and welfare

The Department of Law has informed the board (hat they currently
lack clear authority in this area, and asked them to defer the
adoption of further regulations until the statututcs are unintended
Many current regulations are also in question with this

interpretation by the Department of Law. These tcgitlations range
from authon/ing the taking of wildlife in defense of life and propctty
to the requirement of hunter safety training for juveniles prior to
hunting in certain game refuges.

The passage of SB 257 will provide necessary tools to the Department
of I'lsli and Game and the Board of Game to aid in public safely and

welfare
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January 16,1996

The Honorable Fred Zharoff
Alaska State Senate

Stale Capitol, Room 121
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Zharoff:

At the fall Board of Game meeting, you asked the board to consider how wildlife/human
interactions, and particularly bear/human conflicts, could be belter rtcolved in those communities
aud areas of the state wheTe department personnel are unavailoble As a first step in addressing
this problem. Lhave invited Commissioner Otte of Public Safely to discuss ways of authorizing
Village Public Safety Officers and other enforcement personnel U>handle wildlife problems
within theirjurisdictions

As was discussed al lie board meeting, the department and board may lark statutory authority to
issue permits (or otherwise delegate authority) on matters related to public safety. At the fall
1994 board meeting, the board adopted a regulation authorising the department lo issue “permits
to control nuisance wildlife." The purpose of the regulation was to clarify the department’s
authority to issue permits for such purposes as controlling nuisance heavers and taking migratory
birds at aiiports to safeguard arriving and departing aircraft. The board also adopted a regulation
that would require commercial wildlife exhibitors to cany liability insurance. The Department of
Law questioned the authority of tho board to regulate solely on th basis of public safety, and
recommended that those regulations be deferred and reconsidered.

The authority for other public safety requlations has also been questioned. Those rcgulabons
include the requirement for persons unde/ 16 lo have hunter safety training before hunting
without an adult on the Mendenhall State Gome Refuge, the taking of wildlife in defense of life
or properry, and provisions for taking nuisance beavers under a permit. The department alsu
Issues “dcpredsiioo” permits to airports around the state. The need to take buds and other game
atauports to ensure public safety was underscored by the tragic lost of an AWACS plane at
FJmendorf AFB last fall.

| agree with the board that statutory clarification is preferable to inventing a rationale on which to
base public safety regulations that deal with wildlife. Notonly would a statutory amendment
support our eauting public safety/propeny damage regulations, but it could piovidc ilte basts fcr
empowering VPSOs to help irtolve human/wildlife conflicts tn remote communities
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The Honorable Fred Zharoff 2 January 16. 1996

At the fall board meeting you offered to help with (hit matter. A comprehensive statutory
solution would be to amend three statutes, as follows. Amend AS 16.05.255(a) (Regulations of
tbe Board of Game) by inserting: ‘The Board of Game may adopt regulations it considers
advisable in accordance with AS 44.62 for... (3) establishing the means and methods employed
in the pursuit, capture, and trampon of game, including regulations, consistent with public
Mfelv and wvlfore. and tcsource conservation and development goals.. * and by adding.
“(11) Caking tame to ensure publicfifty ;" Amend AS 16.05.050(6) (Power* and duties of the
commissioner) by inserting: “(6) to takr. capture, propagate, transport, buy, sell, or exchange
(I»hor game or eggs for propagating, scientific, (OR) stocking, or pubik safety purposes * We
have discussed (his wording with the Department of Law and believe these amendments would
provide concrete authority for existing regulations and activities. The department and the board
would support this or some similar clarification of statutory authority. If wc can provide any
assistance in this matter, please letne know.

Sincerely,

Pra. k Rue
Commissioner

cc.  Pot Pourchot. legislative Director. Governor's Office
Wayne Kegelin, Director of Wildlife Conservation
Kevin Soxby, Assistant Attorney General



