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" A n  A c t  R e l a t i n g  t o  P h a r m a c i s t s  a n d  P h a r m a c i e s "

T h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  k e e p  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  
p h a r m a c y  i n  A l a s k a  i n  s t e p  w i t h  n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  t o  a f f o r d  t h e  
p u b l i c  t h e  s a f e t y  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  i t  d e s e r v e s .

C u r r e n t  s t a t u t e s  a r e  a n t i q u a t e d  a  o b s o l e t e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  
i n v e s t i g a t i v e  p e r s o n n e l  w i t h i n  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  
h a v e  c o n t i n u a l l y  e x p e r i e n c e d  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  a n d  
p r o c e s s i n g  c o m p l a i n t s  a g a i n s t  l i c e n s e d  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  
b e c a u s e  o f  v a g u e ,  i n a d e q u a t e  o r  n o n - e x i s t e n t  l a n g u a g e  r e g a r d i n g  
u n p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n d u c t  a n d  d i s c i p l i n a r y  s a n c t i o n s .  M a n y  o f  t h e  
s t a t u t e s  a r e  d a t e d  f r o m  t h e  1 9 7 0 ' s  a n d  d o  n o t  r e f l e c t  t h e  c u r r e n t  
p r a c t i c e  o f  p h a r m a c y  o r  c h a n g i n g  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n .

U s i n g  t h e  M o d e l  S t a t e  P h a r m a c y  A c t  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
B o a r d s  o f  P h a r m a c y  a s  a  t e m p l a t e ,  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e f l e c t s  o v e r  f o u r  
y e a r s  o f  w o r k  b y  t h e  p h a r m a c y  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  
A l a s k a  P h a r m a c e u t i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  

P h a r m a c y ,



CSSB 158 ( L &  O

Section I: Am ends AS 08.02.010(a) to change vcrbagc from reg istered to licensed lo r
consistency w ith balance o f  statutes. A license is a perm ission to ac t granted by com peten t 
authority as opposed to  reg ister which indicates to enro ll o r record.

Section 2: A m ends AS 08.80 by adding new  sections AS 08.80.003 “Practice o f
Pharm acy as a Profession'' and AS 08.80.005 “S ta tem ent ol Pu rpose ." Pharm acy is a  
learned profession affec ting public health and w elfare and should be declared as such. T he 
statem ent o f  purpose is designed to define the general scope o f the Pharm acy Act. It 
provides for the control and rcgulauon ol the practice o f pharm acy and the licenser o f 
facilities engaged in the distribution o f drugs and related devices. B ecause "d is tn b u u o n " is 
dclincd as delivery o f a drug o r device other than by adm in istra tion o r dispensing, 
p racuuoner's offices and medical clim es would not be subject to licenser by the Board o f 
Pharmacy.

Section 3; Am ends AS 08.80.010 by adding a new  subsection (b) which estab lishes 
term limns fo r officers elected by the Board.

Section 4: Repeals AS 08.80.030 and reenacted to em pow er the Board to m ake such
regulauons as are necessary to  fully adm inister and im plem ent this A ct. T h is section 
clarifies the responsib iliucs o f the Board in o rder to pro tect the public health and w elfare 
including licenser and renewal of licenses o f personnel and facilities, regulation o f 
pharmacists, interns, and technicians, the estab lishm en t o f rules o f  conduct, professional 
standards and standards fo r education and training. R edundant language in the ex isting  
section is repealed.

Secuon 5: A m ends AS 08.80.060 to specify  a t least three m eetings annually, w hich  is
curren t pracucc.

Secuon 6: A m ends AS 08.80.070 technical change by rep lacing “reg istration" w ith
“licenser."

Secuon 7: Repeals and  reenacts AS 08.80.110 by  changing vcrbagc from  rcg is tiauon
to licenser. Recognized that applicants fo r licenser m ust pass m u lup lc cxam m auons and 
recognizes the sco re transfe r process adm in istered by the NauonaJ A ssociauon o f B oards o f 
Pharmacy. Removes specifics from  the in ternship tra in ing clause, a llow ing  that to be 
m odified by regulation as needed. A llow s a m echanism  for g raduates o f  foreign co lleges 
o f pharmacy to receive licenser upon m ccung s tn c i requirem ents o f  the NauonaJ 
A ssociauon o f Boards o f  Pharm acy

Secuon 8: Repeals and reenacts AS 08.80.116 by prov id ing b road  au thority  to
establish in ternsh ip and training requirements. Specific requ irem ents a re repealed w hich 
will be addressed in rcgulauon.

Secuon 9: Repeals and reenacts AS 08.80.120 suites the cxam in auon  o r cxam m auons
shall be prepared to  m easure the com petence o f the app lican t to  engage in the pracucc o f 
pharmacy. They board m ay employ, cooperate, and con trac t w ith an  o rgan ization o r 
consultant in the p rcparauon and grading o f an cxam inauon. The board  shall retain so le  
Uiscrcuon and responsib ility  fo r determ in ing w hich app lican ts have successfu lly passed the 
cxam inauon.



Section 10: Am ends AS 08.80 by ad J in g  tw o  new  sec tions A s 08.80.145. w hich
provides and clarifies guidelines lo r reciprocity o f license from  ano ther state, and AS 
08.80.147 which provides gu idelines fo r renewal ol licenses w hich have been lapsed for 
I ivc years o r more.

Section 11: Repeals and  reenacts AS 08.80.150 w hich  g ran ts the Board the au thority  to
issue tem porary licenses. Repeals specific language w hich can by m odified as needed bv 
regulation.

Section 12: Repeals and reenacts AS 08.80.155 w h ich  g ran ts the Board the au tho rity  to
issue em ergency perm its. Repeals specific language w hich can by m odified as needed by 
regulation.

Section 13: Repeals and reenacts AS 08.80.157 w hich grants and c larifies ihe au thority
of the Board to license and renew  licenses o f  facilities invo lved in ihe practice o f  pharm acy 
or the m anufacture o f  drugs. A llow s the Board to de term ine c lassifications and criteria for 
licenser. Specifies that each location m ust be licensed and tha t a license is no t transferable 
o r assignable. P rovides reporting requirem ents fo r licensed fac ilities and  grounds for 
deny ing a license o r laking d iscip linary acuon aga inst a license.

Section 14: Amends A S 08.80.165 by chang ing the lees term inology.

Section 15: Amends A s 08.80 by add ing a new  sec tion  AS 08.80.165 g ran ting  the
Board au thority  to establish conunu ing cducauon  requ irem en ts for pharm acists.

Section 16: Am ends A S 08.80.261 by chang ing  g rounds fo r d isc ip linary  a cuon  to
insure protection o f the public, while a llow ing the Board to  adap t them  to changing 
cond itions as necessary. Board regulations w ill m ake the grounds fo r d isc ip linary  acun 
specific, understandable and reasonable.

Secuon 17: Adds a  new  section AS 08.80.261(b) w hich  g ives the B oard the ability to
seal d rugs during certain licensing actions to  preven t the un law ful d istribuuon  o f  
prescrip tion drugs in the absence o f  a  licensed pharm acist o r valid pharm acy license.

Section 18: Repeals and reenacts AS 08.80.295 w hich con tinues au tho rity  fo r
sub su tuuon  o f  equivalen t drug products (as defined in A S 08.80.480) while a llow ing the 
Board to address specific requ irem ents in regulation,

Section 19: Adds a  new  section AS 08.80.315 w hich c lan f ic s  the con fiden tia lity  o f
certa in  records and in form auon.

Section 20: Amends A S 08.80.330 to s tandard ize te rm ino logy  to  Pharm acist in Charge
instead o f manager. A lso  a llow s fo r ow ners w ho  a rc  pharm acists but no t ac tively  
p racuctng to  appoint a Pharm acist in Charge.

Section 21: A m ends A S  08.80.400 to  spec ify  that this chap te r docs no t a ffec t the
pracucc ol m edicine by a  licensed medical doctor, and  docs not lim it a  licensed medical 
doctor, physician assistant, advanced nu rse practitioner, dentist, d ispensing optic ian, o r 
op tom etrist in supplying a  patient w ith any m edicinal preparation o r a ru r lc  w u lun  the scope 
ol the person 's license.

Section 22: A m ends A S  08.80.410 by chang ing  the w ord "reg is te red " to  “licensed."



Section 23: Am ends AS 08.80.430 proh ib its the use o l the sym bo l “R x " unless the
business has a  pharm acist licensed under th is chapter.

Sections
24-27: Repeals and rccnaeLs AS 08.80.480( 11), 08.8().480( 14) and am ends
AS 08.80/180. T hese arc updated dc lim tion s to r  term s used in th is bill. T he  defin ition  o f 
the "Practice o f Pharm acy" is one o f  the m ost im portan t c lauses in the Act because it is 
expressed in broad ' :rms to provide latitude to the Board ol Pharm acy in the adoption o f 
im plem enting regulations.

Section 28: Repeals num erous sections dial a rc  belter add ressed through regulation by
the Board o f Pharmacy.


