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Anti-Crime Legislation Needs Your Support

by Sen. Dave Donley (D) 

Senate District J

During the last legislative session. I sponsored several anti-crime bills, including 

Senate Hill 26. waiving juveniles to adult court when they commit certain felonies 

or arson, Senate Bill 175, the "No Frills Prisons Act." and Senate Joint Resolution 

25. limiting ihe rights of imprisoned criminals, all of which arc moving through the 

committee process.

I also sponsored three anti-crime and pro-victim hills which have not yet had a 

hearing and are in the Senate Judiciary Committee, chaired by Senator Rnhin Taylor. 

SB 125. increasing the dollar amount of the maximum lines allowed in criminal 

cases, SB 126, making certain repeat criminal offenders ineligible to receive Perma- 

iicul Fund Dividends, and SB 127. extending the lime period victims ol certain 

criminal acts have to bring civil damages action against their offenders, have not yet 

been scheduled for hearings in the Senate Judiciary Committee. 1 would appreciate 

your suppcn lor hearings on these hills.

Specifically, SB 125 increases the dollar amount of the maximum fines allowed in 

criminal cases from $75,000 to $500,000 for murder and sexual assault offenses, 

ami from $500,000 to $ 1,000.000 for a felony offen .e or for a misdemeanor offense 

that results in death. SB 125 creates a successively higher schedule lor maximum 

fines, according to the class of felony. Currently, there is a $50,(KK) maximum fine 

for all felonies, and someone convicted of a misdemeanor or felony is sentenced to 

pay lines according to the schedule set out in Alaska Statute. In determining the line, 

lire court takes into account the financial resources of the defendant, the burden its 

payment will impose, and the seriousness of ilie crime. Maximum fines aie unly goen 

for the most serious possible types of criminal behavior wiilun thru class of crime
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SB 126 makes first lime violent felons, convicted of felonies such as homicide, 

assault, and reckless cndangcrmem, kidnapping, sexual offenses, robbery, extortion 

or coercion, sccond-tirnc felons, or third-time misdemeanants ineligible tor Perma­

nent Fund Dividends. SB 126 makes individuals who arc on probation or parole for 

a felony ineligible for Permanent Fund Dividends and allows the Department of 

Public Safety to assess services to crime victims from ihe Permanent Fund Dividends 

of their convicted assailants. Currently, only individuals who are incarcerated for 

felonies are ineligible for Permanent Fund Dividends.

SB 127. the Crime Victims’ Civil Justice Act, would extend the time period victims 

of certain criminal acts have to bring a civil damages action against their offender 

from two to ten years. SB 127 would give these victims the needed time to heal both 

emotionally and physically and pursue action against their offenders if so desired.

I look forward to the consideration and passage ol these anti-cnmc and pro-victim hills 

from the Senate Judiciary Committee. Mail letters of support and requests for hearing 

Senate Mills 125, 176 and 127 to Senator Robin Taylor. 352 Front Street, Ketchikan. 

Alaska 99901 or call his office at (907) 225-8088.
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Dale: November 6 ,1W5

To: Senator Robin Taylor
Chairman, Senate (udiciary Committee

I rom: Senator Dave Donley ̂

Re; Request for Hearing
SHI 25 - Increasing the dollar amount of the maximum fines allowed in 

criminal cases,
SH12f» - Making first-time violent felons, second-time felons, or third time 

misdemeanants ineligible for permanent fund dividends and making 
individuals who are on probation or parole for a felony ineligible for 
permanent fund dividends, and 

SH127 - Extending the time period victims have to bring civil damages against 
their offender from 2 to 10 years.

I request you schedule SHI25. SH126, and SH127 for interim hearings or hearings in January of 
1*W6 .

SH 125 increases the dollar amount of the maximum fines allowed in criminal cases. Currently, 
someone convicted of a misdemeanor or felony is sentenced to pay fines according to the 
schedule set out in AS 12.55.035. In determining the fine, the court takes into account the 
financial resources of the defendant the burden its payment will impose, and the seriousness 
of the crime. Maximum fines are only given for the most senous possible t\ pe of criminal 
behavior within that class of crime. There are no minimum fine levels

SH 125 increases the maximum fine to a defendant from $75,000 to $500,000 for murder and 
sexual assault offenses outlined in AS 12.55035(b)(1). Currently, there is a $50,000 maximum 
fine for all felonies, (Class A. Hand C) SH 125 creates a successively higher schedule of 
maximum fines, according to the type of felony. The maximum tine for a felony offense or for 
a misdemeanor offense that results in death to a defendant that is an organization, such as a 
business, is increased from $500,000 to $1,000,000.
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Further, SH 125 increases the fine for pecuniary gain realized by the defendant as a result of the 
offense and the fine for damages or loss caused by the defendant to another, or to the property 
of another from two to three times the actual amount.

SH 12ft makes first-time violent felons (convicted of felonies described in AS 11.11 as homicide, 
assault, and reckless endangerment, kidnapping and custodial interference, sexual offenses, 
robbery, extortion and coercion), second-time felons, or third-time misdemeanants ineligible 
tor permanent fund dividends.

SH 12ft also makes an individual convicted of a felony who is on probation or on parole 
ineligible for permanent fund dividends. Currently, only individuals who are incarcerated for 
felonies are ineligible for permanent fund dividends. SH 12ft adds Services to Crime Victims 
provided by tin Department of Public Safety to the list of purpose's outlined in AS -13.23.028(b) 
lor which legislative appropriations can be made from the permanent dividend program.

SH 127, the Crime Victims' Civil Justice Act. would extend the time period victims of certain 
criminal acts have to bring a civil damages action against their offender from 2 to 10 years. SH 
127 would give these victims the needed time to heal both, emotionally and physically and 
pursue action against their offenders if so desired.

If you have any questions regarding these bills, contact Karen Hrand of my staff at 258-8181.

Prior requests for hearing SHI2?: 3/20, 5 /1 and 8/30/95. Prior requests for hearing SHI 2ft: 
3/23,5 /1 and 8/30/95. Prior request for bearing SHI27: 3/20 and 8/30/95

Senator Robin TaylorNovember ft, 1995I’age Two

DD/kb
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Memorandum

Date: May 1,1995

To: Senator Robin Taylor
Chairman, Senate judiciary Committee

I ron: Senator Dave Donley ^

Re: Request for Hearing - SB125 - Increasing the dollar amount of the maximum
fines allowed in criminal cases

I request a committee hearing for SB 125 at your earliest convenience. SB 125 increases the 
dollar amount of the maximum fines allowed in criminal cases. Currently, someone convicted 
of a misdemeanor or felony is sentenced to pay fines according to the schedule set out in AS 
12.55.035. In determining the fine, the court takes into account he financial resources of the 
defendant, the burden its payment will impose, and tne seriousness of the crime. Maximum 
fines are only given for the most serious possible type of criminal behavior within that class of 
crime. There are no minimum fine levels.

SB 125 increases the maximum fine from $75,000 to $500,000 for murder and sexual assault 
offenses outlined in AS 12.55.035(b)(1).

L urrently, there is a $50,000 maximum fine for all felonies, (Class A. B and C). SB 125 creates a 
successively higher schedule of maximum fines, according to the type of felony. The 
maximum fine for a felony offense or for a misdemeanor offense that ri ults in death is also 
increased from $500,OUu to $1,000,000.

Further, SB 125 increases the fine for pecuniary gain realized by the defendant as a result of the 
offense and the fine for damages or loss caused by the defendant to another, or to the property 
of another from two to three times the actual amount.

It you have any questions, contact Karen Brand of my staff at 2705.
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