


Slaslur £Xtatc legislature

Interim: Session:

145 Main Street Loop #223 Stale Capitol

Kenai. Alaska 99611 Juneau. Alaska SOl
(907)2X3-7095 (907) 465-269.1
(907)283*3075 (fax) (fax) (907) 465-3855

(907) 262-7574 (It)
Representative Gary L. Davis

MEMORANDUM

To: Senator Robin Taylor, Chairman
Senate Judiciary Committee

From: Rep. Gary L. Davis
Re: HB 479
Date: April 10, 1996

Enclosed is some additional information to accompany your packet on
1B 479, "An Act relating to civil liability for injuries or death
resulting from equine activities."

| would appreciate your consideration to hear this bill in the Senate
Judiciary Committee at you earliest convenience.

Representing House District X
Solilotna. Sterling, | unn> Kiler. Cooper Landing. Hope. Moose PaSS. seu.ud



April 8, 19X

Re: HB 47)

The Honoi ible Robin Taylor

State Capi 11
Juneau, Al uska 99801

Dear Senator Taylor:

This lettc is in support of HB 479 which would limit liability for injuries or
death resufting from equine activities.

There are people who would like to Icam equestrian events such as jumping,
rodeo eve its like banel racing, team roping, calf roping, breakaway roping or to
just Icam to ride. Due to the nature of my business, | hear from people
frequently who want to lcam to rope or barrel race. | have taught a ground
roping da ,s at the community schools for the past three years. These individuals
want to t2 ce it further and put what they have learned to horseback but | ju>t can
not allow them to come to my home to Icam. My family and | have rodeoed for
many yea s in Alaska and have helped many people by providing a place for them
to learn ir the past wut in this day and age the risk is just too great.

Until 1981, | had allowed people to come to my home and helped them to learn
how to | arrcl race and/or team rope or to just provide a place for them to
practice. It is common knowledge that equcstnan/rodco related activities have an
element cf risk involved. | had always appreciated people helping me learn the
sport andjlclt | could also help others who had no place to go to learn. When an
acquaintance asked if he could come out to practice, | was glad to accommodate.
He cndec up being taken to the hospital when his own horse fell with him and he
sustained broken bones in the shoulder and leg. A few days later 1found out he
was suin ; me when an article appeared in the local paper. While it is true that
many pc< pie would never consider doing such a thing, it is the few who would,
and do, hat ruin it for everyone I, as a homeowner, can not afford the risk
anymotej My insurance company took care of the lawsuit and it was eventually
settled p ior to actual trial, but they dropped my coverage on the arena itself
ieaving cic no choice but to limit my facilities to my own use.



Willis to Senator Robin Taylor
Page 2

It is a vc { sad fact that there arc people who are out to get all they can at the
expense <f others wi*h no remorse of how they can get it and taking no personal
responsibility for their own actions. The proposed HB 479 would help
tremendo Isly for those of us who would like lo provide a place for people to
Icam.

If you hfcve any questions regarding this subject, feel free to contact me at
(007)376 2668.

al/
Willis
Owner/'s "*>r ator
CW Tac and Western Wear
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H.bglh Ntnte legislature

Session:

State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99801
(907) 465-2693

(lax) (907) 465-3835

Interim:
145 Main Street lamp #223
Kcnai, Alaska 99611
(907)283-7095
(907) 283-5075 (fax)
(907) 262-7574 (h)
Representative Gary L. Davis

MEMORANDUM

To: Senator Robin Taylor, Chairman
Senate Judiciary Committee

j*Tom: Rep. Gary Davis *>/X

Re: CSHB 479(JUD) NXtr Actrelating to civil liability for
injuries or death resulting from equine activities."”

Date: March 27, 1996

Please consider CSIIB 479(JUD) "An Act relating to civil liability for
injuries or death resulting from equine activities,” to be heard in the
Senate Judiciary Committee at your earliest convenience.

This legislation is intended to protect owners of equities and
professionals in the equine industry from frivolous lawsuits. This is
justified because equities are inherently dangerous animals. Thirty-
five states have already passed similar equine liability laws.

Please contact me if you have any questions on this legislation.
Thank you for your consideration.

Kepiewnung IlInline District K
Suldotna. Sterling, lunin Kocr. fimpci |auding Hope, Mtmse Pa". Seward
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Interim: Session:

145 Main Street Loop #223 State Capitol

Kenai, Alaska 99611 Juneau. Alaska 99801
(907) 283-7095 (907) 465-2693

1907) 283-3075 (fax) (fax; (907) 465-3835

(907)262-7574 (In
Representative Gary L. Davis

MEMORANDUM

To: Senator Robin Taylor.Chairman
Senate Judiciary Committee

From: Rep. Gary Davis

Re: HB 479. "An Actrelating to civil liability for injuries or
death resultinjr~from equine activities."

Date: April 3. 1996

We recently discussed your concerns with [IB 479 which has been
referred to the Senate Judiciary Committee. As per your request. |
have asked members of the equine industry for /'cumcnta,ion
showing a need for this type of legislation. Enclosed, you will find a
variety of information describing situations of distress that seem to
plague people involved in equine activities.

Many professionals in the equine industry have professed ?0 me that
they are frustrated due to the fact that Alaska still has not passed
legislation like HB 479. Most other States have already passed a
similar law.

Thank you for your consideration. Please contact me if you have any
further questions or requests.

rf. fUa""“

Representing House District S
Sohlotn.i. Sterling. 1 vihi) Uiuak Cooper Landing. Hope. Moose I'.iss. Seward
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Innocent plea entered In shooting

Denali Nations*! Park and
Prr*rve hopes to open for

rnitted on the
through May 24.

park road

g campers by May I, according Other Denail visitors must
\n Bob Linton. Tha  , which An Aneboraga man chargad with first-degree attamptad lo the National Park .Service.  take the free shuttle bus from
q acquitted Kulr**  hocalna murdar In tha shooting of anothar man In a barroom UgM The ro»d In the state’s most, park headquarters near the
lit record*, Kuliar waa arratgnad Tuesday In Suparlor Court. Scotl E. popular nation*! park Is ex-'" George Parks Highway. The
Jslammad Into anoi  mhkla Kirkpatrick, 26, plaadad not guilty bafora Judga Victor prctrd to ba passable to the shuttle buses will start run-
a Kulrar had evsdod  lea lor Carlson. According to coun racords, tha Incident occurred airpground at Tekianika, ning lit 6 am. May 25 and
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during tha aarly avaning hours ol March 21, whan tha
victim, Tyraa McCray, and another man ware playing pool al
tha TIkl Cove Lounge, 3001 Spenard Road. Tha two man
allegedly g «Into an argument In the bar beforo moving to *

an allay behind tha lounge where McCray waa late* found '
with a single gunshot wound lo the back ol hla neck. He t«

currently titled In satisfactory condition at Providence

Mt> 29, by the first of tho
month — even thougu there
ar* now Id foot snowdrifts
blocking portions of it on the
Tekianika Plots, said park
s >krswoman Jane Anderson
eAnderson Is hopeful the
t.vid would be open_to Toklat,

rcmtinue through Sept. 15. ac-
cording lo Anderson
Campground registration
will be required starling May
24at K in it the riley Creek
Information Center at the
park. Campground registra-
tion will continue at 8 a.m.

; Hospital. n ‘Jile 53, by May 25, and to du.ly through the summer,
Nation ol stata and mw dclpat Wonder Lake by early June. Ar.derson said
i tho Roll, In July 18M, Patton Calf roper sues arena owner - > Campgrounds in the park fn an effort to avcid long
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A men In) wed while roping a calf al a W lillls arena Iliad
suit Monday againii the arena's owner. Wayne Taytar Wad
it against Charles Willis, asking tha oourl to award Mm
ﬁ 68 In compensatory damages. According to tha auk,
Taytor was injured whan a horse ha waa riding tripped and
fall while practicing calf roping at an arena located on

Wills ” property.
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V*i'J open as the mad opens,
arcordlrfg to Ar.dersan. The
Riley Creek, Savage and
June tuary campgrounds, in
addition (oTeklar.dc. are ten
eatively planned to open by
b'ay 1, but acme may lack
running water until late May
or early June, she said
Pri’vat’e .vehicles are pe.}rc-

i

hr.es of tourists waiting to
register for campsites each
morning —as sometimes hap-
pened last year - Anderson
said the park service will
allow people to register for
ramping spares a da/ in ad
vance if all campgrounds are
full and campsites are availa-
ble the next day.
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03-20-96
FOLLOWING LETTER IS IH CONSIDERATION OF JUUICIAHY BILL HM79.

P) WHOM IT KAY CONCERN:

WE HAVE RFFN riVOLVFO PnOFFSSWLLY WJTH EQUIHES AND EQOES7RIAII ACTIVITIES IH THE STATE
OF ALASKA f00 10 YEARS. OUK EQUINE EXPERIENCE INCLUDES BUI IS NOT UNITED 10-TRAINING,
BREEDING, BOARDING, PROMOTIONS, FARRIER SERVICE, PRIVATE LESSONS, 4-K HORSE PROGRAM
LEAOERS, HORSE SHOWING. RODEO COHPETITICN AND SPECIAL OLYMPICS EQUESTRIAN COACHING.

DUE 10 LITIGATION CONCERNS. AKA “T|if. INCREASE Of LAWSUIT HAPPY PEOPLE” WE HAVE PARED QIR
[HvOl VEMENT IN EQUINE ACTIVITIES CONSIDERABLY. UF NO | QN&FR OFFFR RIOIUG LESSONS. TRAIN
OR PROMOTE AS Wt FfAR LAWSUITS, HOT fiuE TO A(Jv NEGIIGCnCE Oh OU« PArT &UL BECAUSE SO MAnv
IN OUR SOCIETY ARE WILLING 10 SUE FOR MONETARY GAIH WHEN THE DAMAGE, IF ATIY THAT OCCURS
S HINIKAI OR 9TFMS FROM THF IMHERRJRT RISKS THAT EXIST ANY TIME YOU INTERACT WITH EQUINE
Wf BOARD ON SHORT TERM OR EMERGENCY BASIS ON*Y, HAVE TERMINATED OUR 4-H LEADERSHIP DUTIES
AND HAVE PLACED SEVERED RESTRICTIONS ON OUR HANDICAPPED RIDERS AND Tlirift I'AHIIfS. AlL
THIS STEMS FROM THE LIABILITIES SURROUNDING EQUINE ACTIVITIES. LIABILITIES THAT HAVE
increased ten r0i0 OVr« tiif years rfcausf uf have ambitious atiqrhfys, grfhiy peghlt

AND NOTHING IN Tlir STATE STATUTES TO PROTECT THOSE INVOLVED IN EQUINE ACTIVITIES.

H6479 IS THE TYPE OF PROTECTION WE NEED.

WE HAVE BEEN IhVIOVED PROFESSIONALLY IN EQUESTRIAN ACTIVITIES IN OREGON AND COLOP.ACO.
COflJ Or WHICH HAVE STATUTES ADDRESSING INMERRANT RISKS INVOLVLO IK EQUINE ACTIVITIES.
THESE STATUTES <LLOV A COMFORT ?0Mf FOR EQUINE PROFESSIUNAIS WHO A”F NOT NEGLIGENT IH
THEIR DUTIES.

MUCH HONEY 13 GENERATED BY AND THROUGH INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED IN EQUINE ACTIVITIES IN THE
STATC Or ALASKA. IT IS A STEADILY GROWING PART OF THIS STATES AGRICULTURAL ECONOMY.
PLEASE CCNSKCR AFFORDING THOSE INVOLVED SOME "COMMON SENSE™ PROTECTION.

THANY-YOU [ OR [OLfi CONSIDERATION

4BC4 STRAWSEPPY P.0AO

[ENAT, ALASKA 99GlI! 2«.«-3414
ADDENDUM" IN W) | WAS GIMME. I'> A KfoWFO ERIU TEAM PERFORMANCE AT A STATE FAIR.
MY HCRSE Fit* ON KI. MY LEG WAS FRAUWEC. EIGHT MONTH 1 ENCORE? TREATMENT. THERAPY.

.0SS OF WAGES. MENTAL AKC EHOTI1O0HAL AKGJISH. ” | HAO bLIN A "StsL FAPFY* INDIVIDUAL
.COKING TOR VOMCTARY GAIN AND NOT UTIIING TO ACCEPT PESPCNSIBLITY FOR N> ACTIONS AND
INVLVTLMLHT \HAN ACTIVITY THAT HAS INHUMAN! RISKS. THL FACT THAT I'Q 4?9 DIO NCI EXIST
T.0UK HAVf MFAMI A LAWSUIT AGAINST T«E STATf. | ACTUALLY HAC AH ATTCRNrr AFPftGfICK “E AND
p(im:tf his "off? pociT'* lawsuit ........ o Clease ... .. enact warn.

GiHItRIIY.
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STATE  EQUINE  ZJKWS
GN

STATE LAW Sl S RELEASE SPECIAL
PASSED POSTED W/WARNING ~ REQUIREMENTS

.Vorth Dakota Yes No No -
Ohio No
i Oklahoma Pending

Oregon Yes No Yes i 100 0
Pennsylvania Pending

Rhode Island Yes Yes Yes

south Carolina Yes Yes Yes

South Dakota Yes Yes no

Tennessee Yes Yes Yes

Texas 'es Yes Yes

7tah Yes No No
, Vermont Pending

Virginia Yes No Yes
j Washington Yes No No
j West Virginia Yes No *No rsiticipjntM augt :::e
Wisconsin Yes No No

Wyoming Yes NO NO

TOTALS PASSED: 35 PENDING: 9 *  n~o: 6



