


Slaslui £>tatc legislature
Interim:
145 Main Street Loop #223 
Kenai. A laska 99611 
(907)2X3-7095 
(907)283*3075 (fax)
(907) 262-7574 (It)

Representative Gary L. Davis

MEMORANDUM

To: Senator Robin Taylor, Chairman
Senate Judiciary Committee

From: Rep. Gary L. Davis

Re: HB 479

Date: April 10, 1996

Enclosed is some additional information to accompany your packet on 
IIB 479, "An Act relating to civil liability for injuries or death 
resulting from equine activities."

I would appreciate your consideration to hear this bill in the Senate 
Judiciary Committee at you earliest convenience.

Session:
Stale Capitol 
Juneau. Alaska SOI 
(907) 465-269.1 
(fax) (907) 465-3855

Representing House District X 
Solilotna. Sterling, I unn> K i\er .  Cooper Landing. Hope. Moose Pass. S e u .u d
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April 8, 19 X>

Re: HB 47)

The Honoi ible Robin Taylor 
State Capi }1 
Juneau, Al uska 99801

This lettc 
death res

Dear Senator Taylor:

is in support of HB 479 which would limit liability for injuries or 
ufting from equine activities.

There are people who would like to lcam equestrian events such as jumping, 
rodeo eve its like banel racing, team roping, calf roping, breakaway roping or to 
just lcam to ride. Due to the nature of my business, I hear from people 
frequently who want to lcam to rope or barrel race. I have taught a ground 
roping da ,s at the community schools for the past three years. These individuals 
want to t2 ce it further and put what they have learned to horseback but I ju>t can 
not allow them to come to my home to lcam. My family and I have rodeoed for 
many yea s in Alaska and have helped many people by providing a place for them 
to learn ir the past wut in this day and age the risk is just too great.

Until 1981, I had allowed people to come to my home and helped them to learn 
how to I arrcl race and/or team rope or to just provide a place for them to 
practice. It is common knowledge that equcstnan/rodco related activities have an 
element c f risk involved. I had always appreciated people helping me learn the 
sport andjlclt I could also help others who had no place to go to learn. When an 
acquaintance asked if he could come out to practice, I was glad to accommodate. 
He cndec up being taken to the hospital when his own horse fell with him and he 
sustained broken bones in the shoulder and leg. A few days later 1 found out he 
was suin ; me when an article appeared in the local paper. While it is true that 
many pc< pie would never consider doing such a thing, it is the few who would, 
and do, hat ruin it for everyone 1, as a homeowner, can not afford the risk 
anymotej My insurance company took care of the lawsuit and it was eventually 
settled p ior to actual trial, but they dropped my coverage on the arena itself 
ieaving c ic no choice but to limit my facilities to my own use.



Willis to Senator Robin Taylor 
P a g e  2

It is a vc 7 sad fact that there arc people who are out to get all they can at the 
expense < if others wi*h no remorse of how they can get it and taking no personal 
responsibility for their own actions. The proposed HB 479 would help 
tremendo lsly for those of us who would like lo provide a place for people to 
lcam.

If you hfcve any questions regarding this subject, feel free to contact me at 
(007)376 2668.

a /

Owner/' 
CW Tac

Willis 
ator

and Western Wear
< ^> r
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HUasfUn ̂ )tntc legislature
Interim:
145 Main Street lam p #223 
Kcnai, Alaska 99611 
(907)283-7095  
(907) 283-5075 (fax)
(907) 262-7574 (h)

Representative Gary L. Davis

MEMORANDUM

To: Senator Robin Taylor, Chairman
Senate Judiciary Committee

j*Tom: Rep. Gary Davis ̂ > ^ X

Re: CSHB 479(JUD) NXtr Act relating to civil liability for
injuries or death resulting from equine activities."

Date: March 27, 1996

Please consider CSIIB 479(JUD) "An Act relating to civ il liability for 
injuries or death resulting from equine activities," to be heard in the 
Senate Judiciary Committee at your earliest convenience.

This legislation is intended to protect owners of equities and 
professionals in the equine industry from frivolous lawsuits. This is 
justified because equities are inherently dangerous animals. Thirty- 
five states have already passed similar equine liab ility laws.

Please contact me if you have any questions on this legislation.
Thank you for your consideration.

Session:
State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 
(907) 465-2693 
(lax) (907) 465-3835

Kepiewnung I Inline District K 

Suldotna. Sterling, l unin Kocr. fimpci l auding Hope, Mtmse Pa". Seward



SUnsha ̂ >tatc HcgtsKntmc
Interim: Session:
145 Main Street Loop #223 State Capitol
Kenai, Alaska 9 9 6 1 1 Juneau. Alaska 9 9 8 0 1
(907) 283-7095 (907) 465-2693
1907) 283-3075 (fax) (fax; (907) 465-3835
(907)262-7574  (In

Representative Gary L. Davis

MEMORANDUM

To: Senator Robin Taylor. Chairman
Senate Judiciary Committee

From: Rep. Gary Davis

Re: HB 479. "An Act relating to civ il liability for injuries or
death result in jr~from equine activities."

Date: April 3. 1996

We recently discussed your concerns with IIB 479 which has been 
referred to the Senate Judiciary Committee. As per your request. I 
have asked members of the equine industry for /*'cumcnta,ion 
showing a need for this type of legislation. Enclosed, you w ill find a 
variety o f information describing situations o f distress that seem to 
plague people involved in equine activities.

Many professionals in the equine industry have professed ?o me that 
they are frustrated due to the fact that Alaska still has not passed 
legislation like HB 479. Most other States have already passed a 
similar law.

Thank you for your consideration. Please contact me if you have any 
further questions or requests.

. r f .  f  Ua ' “

H i t  ̂

Representing House District S 

Sohlotn.i. Sterling. I uihi) U i u at. Cooper Landing. Hope. Moose I ' . i s s .  Seward
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Innocent plea entered In shooting
An Aneboraga man chargad with first-degree attamptad . 
murdar In tha shooting of anothar man In a barroom UgM 
waa arratgnad Tuesday In Suparlor Court. Scotl E. 
Kirkpatrick, 26, plaadad not guilty bafora Judga Victor 
Carlson. According to coun racords, tha Incident occurred 
during tha aarly avanlng hours ol March 21, whan tha 
victim, Tyraa McCray, and another man ware playing pool a l 
tha Tlkl Cove Lounge, 3001 Spenard Road. Tha two man 
allegedly g «Into an argument In the bar beforo moving to * 
an allay behind tha lounge where McCray waa late* found ' 
with a single gunshot wound lo the back ol hla neck. He t« 
currently titled In satisfactory condition at Providence 
Hospital. . ■

Calf roper sues arena owner - >
A men In) wed while roping a calf al a W li l l ls  arena Iliad 
suit Monday aga in ii the arena's owner. Wayne Taytar Wad 
suit against Charles W illis, asking tha oourl to award Mm 
$26,000 In compensatory damages. According to tha auk, 
Taytor was injured whan a horse ha waa riding tripped and 
fall while practicing calf roping at an arena located on 
W ills ’ property.
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)enali National Park : 
might open by May 1

if!

Denali Nations*! Park  and 
P r r* rv e  hopes to  open for 
campers by May I, according 
lo the National P ark  .Service.

The ro»d In the sta te ’s m o s t, 
popular nation*! park Is ex -' 
prctrd to  ba passable to the 
a irp g ro u n d  at T ek ian ik a , 

M t> 29, by the first of tho 
month — even thougu there 
ar* now Id foot snowdrifts 
blocking portions of it on the 
Tekianika Plots, said park 
-s >krswoman Jane  Anderson 

•A nderson  Is hopefu l the  
t.vid would be open to Toklat, 
' J i l e  53, by May 25, and to  
Wonder Lake by early June.

Campgrounds in the park 
v* i'J open as the  mad opens, 
arcordlrfg to Ar.dersan. The 
Riley C reek , S av ag e  an d  
June tu a ry  cam pgrounds, in 
addition (oTeklar.dc. are  ten 
•atively planned to open by 
b‘.ay 1, but acme m ay lack 
running w ater until la te  May 
or early June, she said

Private  .vehicles a re  per- 
J ’E ’ r j .  *

rn itted  on th e  park  road  
th rough  May 24.

O ther Denail visitors must 
take the free shuttle  bus from 
park headquarters near the 
George P arks Highway. The 
shuttle buses will s tart run ­
ning lit 6 a m. May 25 and 
rcmtinue through Sept. 15. ac­
cording lo Anderson

C am pground re g is tra tio n  
will be required starling May 
24 at K i n  i t  the R ile y  Creek 
In fo rm ation  C enter at th e  
park. Campground reg istra­
tion w ill continue at 8 a.m . 
du.ly through the summer, 
Ar.derson said

fn an effort to  avcid long 
hr.es of tourists w aiting to 
register for cam psites each 
morning — as sometimes hap­
pened last year -  Anderson 
said the p a rk  service w ill 
allow people to register for 
ram ping spares a d a /  in ad 
vance if all campgrounds are 
full and cam psites are  av a ila ­
ble the  next day.

School Dtjtrlct

f^onalj:aif /
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Classic Toys
*'Chiklren you love deserve Classic Toys"

Opening May 1 st!
We invite* you *o see our ankjur velrciJon of European and American 
"r —  5». HRe«» iv,iu bom Germany. Italy. France and Great Britan*
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F O L L O W I N G  L E T T E R  I S  I H  C O N S I D E R A T I O N  O F  J U U 1 C I A H Y  B I L L  H M 7 9 .
03-20-96

P )  WHOM I T  KAY C O N C E R N :
WE H A V E  R F F N  r i V O L V F O  P n O F F S S W L L Y  WJTH E Q U I H E S  AND  E Q 0 E S 7 R I A I I  A C T I V I T I E S  I H  T H E  S T A T E  
O F  A L A S K A  f O O  1 0  Y E A R S .  O UK  E Q U I N E  E X P E R I E N C E  I N C L U D E S  B U I  I S  NOT U N I T E D  1 0 - T R A I N I N G ,  
B R E E D I N G ,  B O A R D I N G ,  P R O M O T I O N S ,  F A R R I E R  S E R V I C E ,  P R I V A T E  L E S S O N S ,  4 - K  H O R S E  P ROGRA M 
L E A O E R S ,  H O R S E  S H O W I N G .  RODEO C O H P E T I T I C N  AND S P E C I A L  O L Y M P I C S  E Q U E S T R I A N  C O A C H I N G .
DUE  1 0  L I T I G A T I O N  C O N C E R N S .  AKA “ T| !f.  I N C R E A S E  Of  L A W S U I T  H A P P Y  P E O P L E ” WE H AV E P A R E D  Q l rR 
I H v O l  VEMENT I N  EQUINE A C T I V I T I E S  CONSIDERABLY. U F  NO I QN&FR O F F F R  RIOIUG L E S S O N S .  T R A I N  
O R P R O M O T E  A S  Wt F f A R  L A W S U I T S ,  H O T  f i u E  T O  A(Jv N E G I I G C n C E  O h  0U« P A r T  & U 1  B E C A U S E  S O  MAn v  
I N  O U R  S O C I E T Y  A R E  W I L L I N G  1 0  S U E  F O R  MON ETAR Y G A I H  WHEN T H E  D A M A G E ,  I F  ATIY T H A T  O C C U R S  
I S  H I N I K A I  O R  9 T F M S  FROM T H F  I M H E R R J R T  R I S K S  T H A T  E X I S T  ANY T I M E  Y O U  I N T E R A C T  W I T H  E Q U I N E  
Wf B O A R D  ON S H O R T  T E R M  O R  E M E R G E N C Y  BASIS O N * Y ,  H A V E  TERMINATED OUR 4 - H  L E A D E R S H I P  DUTIES 

A N D  H A V E  P L A C E D  S E V E R E D  R E S T R I C T I O N S  O N  O U R  H A N D I C A P P E D  R I D E R S  A ND  T l i r i f t  I 'A H l l I f S . A I L  
T H I S  S T E M S  F RO M T H E  L I A B I L I T I E S  S U R R O U N D I N G  E Q U I N E  A C T I V I T I E S .  L I A B I L I T I E S  THAT H A V E  
i n c r e a s e d  t e n  r o i o  o v r «  t i i f  y e a r s  r f c a u s f  u f  h a v e  a m b i t i o u s  a t i q r h f y s , g r f h i y  p e q h l t

A N D  N O T H I N G  I N  T l i r  S T A T E  S T A T U T E S  T O  P R O T E C T  T H O S E  I N V O L V E D  I N  E Q U I N E  A C T I V I T I E S .
H 6 4 7 9  I S  T H E  T Y P E  O F  P R O T E C T I O N  WE N E E D .
WE H A V E  B E E N  I h V l O V E D  P R O F E S S I O N A L L Y  I N  E Q U E S T R I A N  A C T I V I T I E S  I N  O R E G O N  A N D  C O L O P . A C O .  
C Of l J  O r  W H I C H  H A V E  S T A T U T E S  A D D R E S S I N G  I N M E R R A N T  R I S K S  I N V O L V L O  I K  E Q U I N E  A C T I V I T I E S .  
T H E S E  S T A T U T E S  <LLOV A COMFORT ?OMf FOR EQUINE PROFESSIUNAlS WHO A^F NOT N E G L I G E N T  IH 

T H E I R  DUTIES.
MUCH H O N E Y  1 3  G E N E R A T E D  BY A N D  T H R O U G H  I N D I V I D U A L S  I N V O L V E D  I N  E Q U I N E  A C T I V I T I E S  I N  T H E  
S T A T C  O r  A L A S K A .  I T  I S  A S T E A D I L Y  G R O W I N G  P A R T  O F  T H I S  S T A T E S  A G R I C U L T U R A L  E C O N O M Y .  
P L E A S E  C C N S K C R  A F F O R D I N G  T H O S E  I N V O L V E D  SOME "COMMON S E N S E "  P R O T E C T I O N .

A D D E N D U M ’ I N  I W )  I  WAS G I M M E .  l !> A KfoWFO  ERIU  TEAM P E R F O R M A N C E  AT A S T A T E  FAIR.

MY H C R S E  F i t *  O N  K l .  MY L E G  WAS F R A U W E C .  E I G H T  MON TH  1  E N C O R E ?  T R E A T M E N T .  T H E R A P Y .  
. O S S  O F  W A G E S .  M E N T A L  A K C  E H O T 1 0 H A L  A K G J I S H .  I f  I  H AO b L I N  A ” St»L F A P F Y *  I N D I V I D U A L  
. C O K I N G  T O R  V OMC TARY G A I N  A ND  N O T  U T l l I N G  T O  A C C E P T  P E S P C N S I B L I T Y  F O R  N> A C T I O N S  AND 
I N V L V T L M L H T  \H AN A C T I V I T Y  T H A T  H AS I N H U M A N !  R I S K S .  T H L  F A C T  THAT  I 'Q 4 ? 9  D I O  N C I  E X I S T  
T . O U K  H A V f  MFAMI  A L A W S U I T  A G A I N S T  T«E S T A T f .  I A C T U A L L Y  H A C  AH A T T C R N r r  AFPftGf l CK “ E AND
?p(im :tf h i s  "off?  p o c iT ' *  l a w s u i t  s c e n a r i o :  ° l e a s e  p a s s  a n d  e n a c t  w a r n .

T H A N Y - Y O U  I  OR l O L f i  C O N S I D E R A T I O N

4 BC 4 S T RA W SE PP Y P.OAO
I E N A I ,  A L A S K A  9 9 G I 1  2«. «-3414

G i H l t R l l Y .
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W/WARNING
SPECIAL

REQUIREMENTS
1 A1 aban.a Yes Yes Yes 1
1 A la s k a No

1

, A r i z o n a Yes No Yes
! A rk a n s a s Yes Yes No

7 a l i f c r n i a Pend ing
C o l o r a d o Yes Yes Yes
J o n n e  s c  i  c u e Yes No No
D e law a r e Yes 1

F l o r } d a Yes Yes Yes •

.i G e o r g i a Yes Yes Yes
1 '
l Hawa i i Yes No No
i I d a h o Yes No No

I l l i n o i s Yes Yes Yes
i

I n d i a n a Yes Yes Yes 1

Iowa No
K an s a s i  es Yes Yes
K e n tu c k y Fend ing r

- - - - -- j
L o u i s i a n a Yes Yes Yes
Ma ine ' es No Yes I

i| M a ry l a n d No fj
I

M a s s a c h u s e t t s Yes Yes Yes
'i M ich ig a n Yes Yes Yes i
r  ~ 

M in n e s o t a Yes Yes No
M i s s i s s i p p i Yes Yes Yes . ' i f . * : : : ! !

M i s s o u r i Yes Yes Yes
.! -
1 Montana Yes NO NO
i N eb ra s k a Fend ing
| Nevada NO j
, New Hampsh i re No I
1 New J e r s e y P end ing t

I

New M ex ic o Yes Yes No
New Y o rk Fendir . j
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a Pend ing



S T A T E  E Q U I N E  ZJKWS
.....  1

STATE LAW
PASSED

SIGNS
POSTED

RELEASE 
W/WARNING

SPECIAL
REQUIREMENTS

.Vorth Dakota Yes No No i

Oh io No
i Oklahoma P e n d in g •

Oregon Yes No Yes I n n u r j ^ i  iDQty :o 
PArtJOpJf'J

P e n n s y l v a n i a P e n d in g i

Rhode I s l a n d Yes Yes Yes
South C a r o l i n a Yes Yes Yes I

South Dakota Yes Yes no
| Tenne s se e Yes Yes Yes

Texas 'e s Yes Yes
1 7 tah Yes No No
, Vermont P e n d in g
| V ir g in ia Yes No Yes
j W ashington Yes No No
j West V ir g in ia Yes No •No r s i t l c i p j n t M  a u J t  : : : •

W is c o n s i n Yes No No
Wyoming Yes NO NO I

i

| TOTALS PASSED: 35 PENDING: 9  ' NO: 6


