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This bill will result sn some saving* for the PD in its personal s e m e n  Imc. Currently  the PD is only able to 
recru it iu fT  attorneys from amon* those individuals who are members of the Alaska Bar. Because of this sta te 's  
relatively tm all population, and the fact th a t there is no law school, the num ber of eligible applicant* for a given 
position is sometimes rjuile small. Passac* of th is bill will erpanJ the pool of applicanu. making recruitm ent much 
more competitive It i t  anticipate*! that with increased cumpetitio-i PD will tie able to aubfill positions on a regiiJar 
ba tia  while a t the sam e t n attracting espenenced lawyers for ita staff

Prepared by John 9  S.verre. D'redcf 

Division  AflcncY.

Phone itt )7L2 tri-m 2  

Oate _______________

App/oved by Ccnvmssioner MarXBovcr
Agency Cep.iitny?et Q« Ajm.n.jlraDOO Date /

L
i r

i
PREPARER TO PR0V1CE ALL OlSTRlfc JTICN COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFPCE 

For •urthrr flrslnbuttcn .nfcrmat on. ca3 the Governors leqiUabve Off.ce

Rev nn>5

comMn raa copy
Page t of _t



SENATE COMMITTEE REnr'UT 
First Committee of Referra*

DATE; 2/15/96 FURTHER;

DATE TURNED INTO OFFICE; ^  - I  
The Judiciary Committee considered HOUSE BILL NO. 333

Relating to licensure requirements for employees of the office of public advocacy and the Public 
Defender Agency.

Senate Bill: 
iaxrc title 

I j new title 
House Rill; 

i ^ a m c  title 
j technical title 
j new; SCR*___

( | adopt Letter of Intent b y ______________________Committee

( | further referral to the_________________________Committee

and recommends.

[ ] be replaced w i th  C S ______________________________(_________ )

| J adopt previous  C S ________________________________ (_________ )

[ ] attached amendments)

OTHER RECOMMESDA TIP VS

CHAIR CHAIR:

NEW  FISCAL NOTE(S):' 
Department Date Zero Fiieal

PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTEiS):*
Department Date Zero Fiscal

SIGNING DO PASS
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( ) APPROPRIATION -  no fiscal note Mneluclr flicaJ note* accompanying Governor’* bill
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SEAN R. PA R N ELL

HOUSE

SPONSOR STATEMENT 
H o u s e  H i l l  3 3 3

of public

D efender 
G eneral 's

o ff ice .  HB 333 would a llow  each of these agencies  lo hire a ttorneys before 
pass ing  the A laska  Bar and allow  them a ten month period to pass the Bar in 
A la s k a .

S ince  the Mate o f  A laska has no law schools and the cos t moving to Alaska 
w ithou t a jo b  can be prohibitive , a ten month window will help in recruiting 
c o m p e te n t  a t to rn e y s  and help reduce som e o f  the in itia l hiring cos t  o f  the 
respective a g e n c ie s .

"An act re la ting  to licensure requirem ents for em ployees  o f  the office 
advocacy  and  the Public Defender Agency."

MB 333 w ou ld  affo rd  the o ffice  o f  public advocacy  and the Public 
A gency  the sam e hiring priv ilege curren tly  en joyed  by the A ttorney

State legislature
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1 re sp ec tfu lly  request your support.
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A laska Public D efender A gency
000 West Fifth Avenuo, Sullo 200 •  Anchoffljjo. AK 00501 •  (907) 264-4400 •  tux (807) 2G9-5476

Senator Robin Toylor 
State Capitol 
Room 30
Juneau, Alaska 99801*1182 

RE: HD 333 

Dciu Senator Toylor:

Representative Parnell and I have been working on passage of the above-referenced bill, a  copy 
o f  which is attached for your review. I f  passed into law the bill would permit the Public 
Defender Agency and the Office o f  Public Advocacy to draw from a larger pool of attorney 
applicants. Currently we arc limited to individuals who arc already members of the Alaska Bar. 
(Compare the Department of Law, which is permitted to hire an attorney and send bira/hcr to 
court so long as that individual obtains a license to practice law within 10 months of 
commencement of employment).

As you arc probably aware, not every lawyer is interested in criminrl defense work. Without n 
law school in Alaska there arc limes when recruitment for Public Defender staff positions is 
problematic. If this bill passes the Public Defender will be able to recruit and offer positions to 
individuals who are not yet members of the Alaska Bar. This would put us iu a favorable 
position both with respect to hiring qualified individuals and negotiating favorable (to the agency) 
starling salaries.

Because this bill has no fiscal impact it is my understanding it can be fast tracked in terms o f  the 
committee process. I would ask that you consider calendaring this bill before your Senate 
Judiciary Committee to facilitate movement o f  the bill.

Please contact me if you have questions regarding this matter.

Very / J j^K ouxs,

John B>$ajemi 
Public Defender

March 7, 1996



MEMORANDUM STATE O F  ALASKA

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

January 18, 1996

Representative Sean Parnell/Rich Vitale

& * > / .

SUBJECT: HB 333/Putcntinl Civil Liability

John B. Saleini 
Public Defender

It is my understanding that you have questions about the ct'fcci o f  HB 333 in terms of potential 
increase of malpractice claims against PD staff lawyers.

It is highly unlikely the passage of HB 333 will increase the PD Agency’s exposure to such 
claims. Being a member of the Alaska Bar does not insulate lawyers from a malpractice suit. 
Conversely, lack o f  membership will not be a determinative factor in such claims. Furthermore, 
individuals who become members o f  the PD staff as a result of HB 333 will be subject to strict 
supervision until they become full members of the Alaska Bar Association.

JBS:sh


