


F I S C A L  N O T E

Revision Date: 4 /1 6 /9 6 _________________________________________
Title: *A n A c t amending the s ta tu te of lim ita tions app li­
cable to c iv il actions hrounht anainst peace o ffice rs and coroners *
Sponsor: Representa tive Therrinult_________________________
Requester:

STATE OF ALASKA
1996 LEG ISLA TIV E SESSION

BILL NO. HB 18

Dept. A ffe c ted : 
BRU:
.C om p o n e n t:__

Department of Law
Civil Divison
General Legal Services

Senate Jud ic ia ry Comm ittee

Exponditures/Rovcnues

.COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

2087

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL „
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPUES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

'CHANGE IN REVENUES (

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars!
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF M a tch
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1006 GF/MHTIA

! TOTAL 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

Estimoto o f any curront yoar (FY96) cost: $ 0 .0

POSITIONS
FULL-TIME 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 0 0 0 0 .0
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

'ANALYSIS : (A tta ch a separate page if necessary)

This bill am en d s  AS 0 9 .1 0  to  roduce the  time in which a civil action m ay be brought aga inst  a peace  officer or 
coroner, from three y ea rs  to  tw o  years, for a liability incurred by the doing of an ac t  in an official capacity or by 
the omission of an official dutv. This change in the  s ta tu te  of limitations for peaco officers and  coronors is 
consistent with the general s ta tu te  of limitations of tw o  years for m ost other persons. The bill will not have a 
fiscal impact.

Prepared by: 
Division '

R ichard I. Pcnues. Oirecter
A dm in is tra tive Services

Approved by Commissioner- 
Agency: ________

/ / 5 / C
Bruce M Botelho. A tto /nev Genera;
n in i l lm i . n l a I I L

Rhone:
D ate /

Date:

46 5 -3 6 7 ?
4 /1 6 /9 6
4 /1 6 /9 6

Pep .v rment of Law

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For fu r th e r  d is tr ib u tio n  in fo rm a tio n , co 'l th e  G o v e rn o r's  le g i t fa tw e  O ffice
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FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA

1995 LEG ISLATIVE SESSION

No. 2
Bill Version: hb 18
(H ) P u b lis h  D a te : 2 / 8 / 9 5

Rovision D ale:____________________________________
Title: 'An Act Amending tho Statuto of Limitation? Applicable
lo Civil Actions Brought Aoainst Peaco Officers....* _______
Sponsor: Thorriaull  ___________________
Requestor:________________________________________

Department Affected: Administration 
DRU: Risk Management___________
Component: Risk Management

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. _H

(Thousands cf Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 96 FY 97 FY 90 FY 99 FYOO FY 01

PERSONAL SERVICES ,
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
G.TANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 00 00 00 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0

. CHANGE lNJtEVENUES. 1 . . J o I

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match 
too-: GF
100:5 GF/Prcgram Receipts 
1006 GF/MHTIA 
OTHER
TOTAL 0.0 9.9 0 0 00 0.0 9.0

Estimate of any current year (FY 95) cost: S -0- 
POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS : (Attach a soparato page if necessary,) 

There is no fiscal impact toihe D ivis ion o f Risk Manage en t.

—
1

Prepared by: Brad Thompson 
D(Vivon: Risk Management

Prwnc: AC-5-21fiO 
D a to :____________

A p p r o v e d  b y  C o m m i s s i o n e r :  M a r k  B c y o r

Agency jD j3 fia !lESnLcLAdT !t£ llU ilL :iL

_  _  .  P R P P A R £ R  T O  P R O *

C O M M I T T E E  C O P Y tun I i s c a l  n o n :
P«v 01 <55
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F I S C A L  N O T E

n  * _ i _
L. '/ersion: hb 18

STATE OF ALASKA 
1995 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
Revision Date: ___________________
T itle : "A n A c t amending the sta tu te o f lim itations ig l[
cable to civil actions brought against peace o ffice rs and coroners.
Sponsor: Representative Thorriau lt____________________
Requester: Representative Therriault____________________

Expenditures/Revenues

(H ) P u b lis h  D a te : 2 / 8 / 9 5

Dept. A ffe c te d : 
BRU: _
Component: ___

Department o f Law
Legal Services
Operations

.COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

0093

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0 0.0

| CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dcllarsl
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1006 GF/MHTIA
O lhgr
TOTAL 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0 0 .0

Estimate of any current year IFY95) cost: « 0 .0

POSITIONS
FULL-TIME 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0 0 .0
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: (A ttach a separate page if necessary)

This bill amends AS 09.10 to rcduco the timo in which a civil action may be brought against a peace officer or 
coroner, from three years to two years, for a liability incurred by the doing of an act in an official capacity or by 
the omission of an official duty. This change in the statute of limitations for peace officers and coroners is 
consistent with the general statute of limitations of two years for most other persons. The bill will not have a 
fiscal impact.

Prepared by: 
Division:

Richard I. Pequcs. Q irc c tjr .

Approved by Comm issioner' 
Agency.

Richard I. Hcqucs. Director 
Administrative Srrv^b&CiyJsion /  i )  

i '  CT7< • I
Bruce M. BoteFfo, A tfom ey General

Phone:
Date:.

Date:

•565*3672
1/30/95

1/30/95
Department o« Law

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
C O M M I T T E E  C O P Y '  d**lfcbvilit:n in / ;im « ti :n . c » l tf>« G o v« in o i*«  L v g n lt r i v *  Gtf<c«
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S U a s h a  £ > t a t c  l e g i s l a t u r e
REPRESENTATIVE

G E N E  T H E R R IA U L T S t.ito  C o p i lo l 

J u r iU iiu ,  A ln r .k nP O Bo* 5532G
North Polo Alaska 90705 

(007) .108-0862
9 9 8 0 1 -1  1 82 

( 9 0 7 )  .1 6 5 -4 7 9 7

H o u s e  D is t r ic t  3 3

l o u s e  O f  T U ' p r e s e n t a t i b e s

T o :  S e n a t o r  R o b i n  T a y l o r
C h a i r m a n ,  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

F r o m :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G e n e  T h e r r i a

D a te :  J a n u a r y  3 1 , 1 9 9 6

T h i s  m e m o  is  i n  r e s p o n s e  to  y o u r  r e q u e s t  o f  J a n u a r y  2 5 , 1 9 9 6 ,  s e e k i n g  
c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o n  t h e  n e e d  f o r  H o u s e  Bill 18, h o w  t h e  s y s t e m  w o u l d  b e  
i m p r o v e d  a n d  w h o  w o u l d  b e n e f i t .

H o u s e  Bill 18  is  i n t e n d e d  to  u p d a t e  a  s e c t io n  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  s t a t u t e  o f  
l i m i t a t i o n s  l a w  t h a t ,  t h r o u g h  o v e r s i g h t ,  w a s  n o t  a m e n d e d  in  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  
o t h e r  s t a t u t e s  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s  w h e n  t h e  l a w  w a s  e n a c t e d  fo r  A l a s k a  b y  
C o n g r e s s  i n  1900. T h e  b i l l  w o u l d  b e n e f i t  p o l i c e  o f f ic e r s  a n d  c o r o n e r s  b y  
r e d u c i n g  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t i m e  a  p e r s o n  c a n  f i le  a c iv i l  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e m  fo r  
a c t i o n s  p e r f o r m e d  in  t h e i r  o f f ic ia l  c a p a c i ty ,  f r o m  t h r e e  y e a r s  t o  t w o .  T h e  
s t a t u t e  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s  fo r  c iv i l  s u i t s  a g a i n s t  p o l i c e  o f f ic e r s  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  s e t  
s h o r t e r  t h a n  f o r  t h o s e  a g a i n s t  a  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n  a s  a  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  p o l i c e  
o f f ic e r s .  I n  l a t e r  y e a r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  w h e n  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  r e d u c e d  th e  s t a t u t e  o f  
l i m i t a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  p r i v a t e  p e r s o n s ,  it  f a i le d  to  d o  s o  f o r  t h o s e  a g a i n s t  p o l i c e  
o f f i c e r s  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  h a d  b e e n  t o  
m a k e  t h e  t i m e  s h o r t e r  f o r  s u i t s  a g a i n s t  p o l i c e  o f f ic e r s .  O u r  b i l l  w o u l d  r e c t i f y  
t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  b r i n g  t h e  s t a t u t e  o f  l im ita t i -  a s  u p  to  d a t e .

T o  p r o v i d e  b a c k g r o u n d ,  A l a s k a ’s  s t a t u t e  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s  w e r e  t a k e n  f r o m  
O r e g o n  s t a t u t e s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  i n  t u r n  t a k e n  f r o m  N e w  Y o rk  s t a t u t e s  t h a t  d a t e  
b a c k  to  1829. T h e  o r i g i n a l  N e w  Y o rk  l a w  s e t  t h e  s t a t u t e  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s  f o r  
f i l i n g  s u i t s  a g a i n s t  p o l i c e  o f f ic e r s  a t  t h r e e  y e a r s  a n d  t h e  s t a t u t e  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s  
a g a i n s t  a  p r i v a t e  p e r s o n  a t  s ix  y e a r s .  T h i s  w a s  to  p r o t e c t  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  b e c a u s e  
it  w a s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  t h e y  n e e d  to  b e  f r e e  f r o m  e x c e s s iv e  h a r a s s m e n t  to  c a r r y  
o u t  t h e i r  d u t i e s .  In  l a t e r  y e a r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  O r e g o n  s h o r t e n e d  t h e  s t a t u t e  o f  
l i m i t a t i o n s  f o r  f i l i n g  a  s u i t  a g a i n s t  a p r i v a t e  e r s o n  to  t w o  y e a r s ,  b u t  f a i l e d  to  
c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y  s h o r t e n  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n  a^ u - .  s t  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  it 
h a d  o r i g i n a l l y  b e e n  i n t e n d e d  t h a t  th e  s t a t u t e  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s  f o r  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  
b e  s h o r t e r .  T h i s  w a s  h o w  t h e  O r e g o n  l a w  s t o o d  w h e n  C o n g r e s s  e n a c t e d  it fo r

SPONSOR STATEMENT



A l a s k a ,  a n d  i t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  c h a n g e d .  H o u s e  Bill 18 w o u l d  s e r v e  a  t w o f o l d  
p u r p o s e  o f  a f f o r d i n g  p o l i c e  o f f ic e r s  t h e  s a m e  p r o t e c t i o n  a s  is p r o v i d e d  to  t h e  
g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  a n d  b r i n g i n g  a n  a n t i q u a t e d  s t a t u t e  i n t o  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  m o r e  
r e c e n t  l a v  . I t  h a s  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  b y  t h e  A la s k a  P e a c e  O f f i c e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  a s  
o n e  o f  i t s  p r i o r i t y  p i e c e s  o f  l e g i s l a t io n .  S ee  l e t t e r  a t t a c h e d .



A l a s k a  P e a c e  O f f i c e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n

S ta te  A PO A  O ll lc e  •  P O  B ox 2 4 0 1 0 6  •  A n c h o r a g e .  A la s k a  9 9 5 2 4  0 1 0 6  •  ( 9 0 7 ) 2 7 7  0515

F e b r u a r y  8, 1995
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G e n e  T h e r r i a u l t
C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T h e r r i a u l t ,

I a m  t h e  S t a t e - w i d e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  P e a c e  O f f i c e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n .  
O u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t s  o v e r  1200 l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  f r o m  
o v e r  8 0  lo c a l ,  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s .  O n  J a n u a r y  3 1 ,  1995 , t h e  S ta te  
B o a r d  m e t  a n d  d i s c u s s e d  p e n d i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  p e a c e  
o f f ic e r s .

W e  h i.  'e  c h o s e n  H o u s e  B ill  18 a s  o n e  o f  o u r  p r i o r i t y  p i e c e s  o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  W e  d o n ’t u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  c iv i l  s u i t s  a g a i n s t  p e a c e  o f f ic e r s  
a n d  c o r o n e r s  s h o u l d  h a v e  a n  e x t r a  y e a r  in  t h e  s t a t u t e  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s  
t h a n  o t h e r  c iv i l  s u i t s .  T h i s  is  o n e  m o r e  y e a r  f o r  m e m o r i e s  t o  f a d e  a n d  
w i t n e s s e s  to  d r i f t  a w a y .  W e  fee l  p e a c e  o f f ic e r s  a n d  c o r o n e r s  d e s e r v e  th e  
s a m e  r i g h t s  a s  o t h e r  p e o p l e  w h e n  it c o m e s  to  c iv i l  a c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  u s .

If  t h e r e  is a n y t h i n g  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c a n  d o  t o  a s s i s t  y o u r  e f f o r t  in  
p a s s i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e  (4 5 1 -5 3 1 6 )  o r  o u r  E x e c u t iv e  
D i r e c t o r ,  J o s e p h  Y o u n g  ( 2 7 7 - 0 5 1 5 ) ,  o r  A l y c e  H a n l e y  (2 4 3 -7 5 7 4 ) .  O n  
b e h a l f  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  P e a c e  O f f i c e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1 w a n t  to  t h a n k  y o u  fo r  
p r o p o s i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  w i s h  y o u  t h e  b e s t  in  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i v e  
s e s s i o n .

R e s p e c t f u l ly  y o u r s ,

M i c h a e l  C o r k i l l  
S t a t e w i d e  P r e s i d e n t

PUBLIC COMMENT


