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I respectfully request that you include SJR 17 in the Senate HESS 
Committee schedule for next week if at all possible. I am enclosing backup for 
this resolution and I would be happy to provide any additional information 
you require.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.
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ALASKA HUMANITIES FORUM
Reasons why the Alaska Humanities Forum (AHF) and the National 

Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) deserve your consideration: 

1. The humanities are for all AJaskans
AHF: jpports a wide range of programs touching the lives of Alaskans across the state. 
Some of the many projects AHF funds indude media projects, language preservation projects, 
public conferences, public policy discussions, historical research and publications In 1993 
alone, more than 75,000 Alaskans took part in projects supported by the Forum, ah. ost all of 
which were free of charge.

2. The Forum builds community
Projects like Communities of Memory, a statewide storytelling program focused on the 
theme of community, gather Alaskans together In many different settings to learn about 
each other and discuss common concerns. These projects give Alaskans many opportunities to 
promote stronger communities and preserve Alaska's unique cultural heritage.

3. The Forum is a partnership

Between the fcder-1 government and Its citizens: Although AHFdisburses federal dollars 
for local projects, it is not a state or local agency, but an independent non-profit 
organization governed by volunteers.

Between the academic and public worlds: AHFs board is comprised equally of scholars 
and public representatives. Its purpose is to stimulate a fruitful dialogue between 
the academy and the community, will >ach enriching the experience of the other.
Between different cultural traditions: AHF has been a partner with Alaska Native 
organizations and communities in preserving traditional cultures. AHF has played a 
critical role in funding elders conferences, language preservation, oral histories of elders, 
films and radio programs on Native cultures, publication of traditional stories, and more.
Between many cultural institutions; AHFs many alliances with schools, universities, 
museums, libraries, community groups and others help to enhance the cultural and 
educational resources of Alaskan communities.

between different funders: AHF requires each grant recipient to match or exceed its grant 
with support from other sources. In fiscal year 1994 AHF awarded 5262,000 in grant funds, 
which stimulated more than SI.4 million in additional support, either cash or in-kind, 
from individual, corporate, foundation, state, local or other sources.

4. The Forum supports local, grassroots initiative
AHF funds programs that offer local responses to community social, cultural and 
educational needs. These projects arc conceived and implemented at the local level, 
assuring that local community interests and local control arc served.

5. The Forum leverages private funds
To a great extent, the humanities arc already "privatized." because federal funds are the 
seed money needed to attract other support. In most cases, AHF funding is the key element 
that gives other funders confidence in a project Without AHF support, most of these 
projects would be impossible.



6. The humanities, AHF and NEH are nonpartisan
The humanities, representing the accumulated wisdom of the ages and our attempts to find 
meaning in the human condition, belong to everyone. AHF does not support activities 
intended to advance a political or social agenda. AHF's board is comprised of individuals 
representing a variety of political, social, cultural and scholarly viewpoints.

7. The Forum encourages civic dialogue
Since its inception in 1972, AHF has supported community discussions of public policy issues 
facing the state and nation, including creation of the Alaska Permanent Fund, subsistence, 
land use, the Alaska Constitution and more.

8. AHF promotes lifelong learning
Through its Speakers Bureau, publications and a variety of public conferences, AHF 
provides access and encouragement to all Alaskans to lead lives of learning, reflection and 
inquiry.

9. The humanities are good for the economy
AHF funds generate a positive economic effect in Alaska towns and villages by supporting 
elders, researchers, educators, and media outlets conducting public projects. Other AHF 
dollars benefit printers, office suppliers, transportation outlets, hotels and restaurants. 
Total federal funds received by AHF in FY1993 ($554,200) represent more than 7 times the 
estimated tax revenues drawn from Alaska to support the nation's state humanities councils 
(approximately $73,800 or 12c per capita). Total federal funds distributed by NEH in 
Alaska in FY1993 ($848,950, including support for AHF) represent more than double the 
estimated tax revenues taken from Alaska to support the entire NEH (approximately 
$404,000 or 67< per capita).

10. The humanities and AHF axe nurtured by many dedicated Alaskans

A sampling of the people and projects who have received Forum support puts a human face 
on the work of the humanities. These and thousands of other Alaskans conducting some 700 
projects all over the state since 1972 have rece ved AHF support, counsel and resources:

• Ray Hudson, a teacher in Unalaska who relped conduct several community* oriented 
projects, including the Harbor of Good Acco. / conference on Aleut history and culture.

• Patience Andcison-Faulkncr, a legal secretary in Cordova who directed a storytelling 
project that became the model for the statewide Communities cf Memory  project.

• Peter Lipson, an architect in Anchorage who in the past two years created three 
successful lecture series, two design competitions and a journal, all generating broad 
discussion on how design adaptations could improve life in the north.

• Frank Blacha, a janitorial contractor in Fairbanks who worked with Chief Peter John 
and his wife Elsie John in Minto to identify archival photographs of Athabaskan 
Indians.

• Jim Muller, a political scientist in Anchorage who lectures on tire life of Winston 
Churchill through the AHF Speakers Bureau.

• Justyna Katelnikoff, a mother and teacher in Kodiak who is preparing bilingual 
language textbooks for Alutriq and Yup’ik third-graders.
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The Alaska Humanitict Forum Speaker* Bureau nuke* it possible For non-profit* to offer free, public pro­gram* given by humanitie* scholars. Speaker*—philosopher*. culture bearen. eldcn. writer*, poet*. trorv- teller*, and historian*—will travel the state to challenge audience* with the rich material of the humanities. L'sing hittorv. literature, philoso­phy. traditional culture* and other humanitie* discipline*, speaker* will pretent their perspective* and encourage Alaskan* to explore and reflect upon the hum n condition The program* of*- a context for ttimulating discussion.
The Speaker* Bureau provide* informed, interesting speaker* for event*. Organizations plan the pro­gram. iclecr one of the 20 speaker* and choose a topic from more than 56 thought-provoking, entertaining programs.

W h  o can S ponsor

Speakcins'!

Eligible organization* include non­profit* such a* libraries, historical soci- cue*, museum* *emor center*, profes­sional association*, religsout organiza­tion*. tribal councils or any other adult community group A* a sponsor all sou need to do is complete and return the one-page application form at the back >if thit catalog. AHF pas* the ipeaker's honorarium and travel.

you plan the program, promote it and provide the space.
^  hat Should  M y

O rganiza tion  K now  

Before vSponsoring a 

S p e a k e r?

AHF pay* the speaker's honorari­um and travel expenses. However, since our budget is limited, we wel­come contributions tosvards the speaker'* lodging or meal*. The fewer com for AHF. the more pro­gram* we can offer.
Sponsor* have limplc. but impor­tant rcsponsibilitie* to be eligible for our program*. AHF require* that you generate suppport from other *ource* equal to the value of the program. Thi* *co»t *hare" support may be cither in cash or in-kind contribu­tion*. VC'e ask that sou keep accurate record* of donated time and service* along with any actual cost* sou incur: refreshment*, telephone call* to the speaker, flyer*, printing, the cost* of the meeting room, etc You will alto need ro keep track of non-cath expenditure*, such as the time it take* sou and other* to plan the program, any donated equipment or mailing expense*. Thi* it called sour 'in-lund' contribution. The total cash and ’m-kind' service* put into hotting your program arc considered the sponsor* 'cott »hare * Once your application it approved, you will receive cntt tharc form* to complete and return after the program



Sponsors also arc responsible for program evaluation. AHF will pro­vide evaluation Forms as part of the approval packet. The Forms will need to be completed by (he audi­ence and program director and returned to AHF after the program.
? o m e  oilier points lo 

keep in m ind:

• Speakers Bureau programs are Free and open to the general public.
• Programs are not available for class­room activities, but AHF encourages schools to request speakers for teacher seminars or after-school public events.
• A sponsoring organisation may book a maximum of two programs per year. IF a sponsor wishes to book more than two programs, the spon­soring organization must share in the direct costs (speaker's honorarium and travel expenses) of the program. For 3-4 prr imt. sponsors provide 23®o of the direct costs: for •!•(» pro­grams. sponsors provide 30*h of the direct costs.
• Since funding is limited, programs arc booked on a first-come, first-verv e basis. Please apply at least six weeks before sour program date. Dus also allows us to take advantage of reduced airfares For speakers.

• AHF pays the honorarium and travel expenses directly to the spejker Speakers make their own travel arrangements through AHF s travel agency, Whenever possible. AHF encourages sponsors to help with the costs of speakers' lodging and meals.
• AHF staff is always available to help with program planning. If you have any questions or problems, please call Geri Shafer at the Alaska Humanities Forum. 907-2"2-3.m.
H o w  D o 1 B  ook a 

S p eak er?

1. Select the speaker and topic from the catalog as far ahead of the pro­gram date as possible.
2. Contact the speaker directly to check on availability and arrange the details of the program. Discuss with the speaker the length of the pro­gram. equipment needed and any other special arrangements. Allow a minimum of one hour for the pre­sentation and discussion afterwards, let the speaker know as much as you can about the audience.
5. Complete a copy of (he applica­tion form at the back of this catalog and mail it to AHF Please send it 
jt  l/uit 6 u-ttkt before the program dare. Once your program has been

approved. AHF svill send you an approval packer within 10 days. The packet will include suggestions for a successful program, a publicity kit. cost share and evaluation forms. Your program is not confirmed until you receive approval from AFIF.
•I. Publicize your event in advance. We ask that all programs be adver­tised as broadly as possible in news- papers, fivers, posters and on the radio. Advertisements and printed materials must credit AHF by saying: “This program is free and open to (he public and is supported by the Aloskj Humanities Forum."
i3. Reconfirm all arrangements with the speaker as soon as your program is approved and then again one week before the program.
I). Wotk with AHF and the speaker to organize a successful program.
/ . inform AHF of any program changes.
8. Follow up. After the program, return completed evaluation and cost share forms within 10 days.
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JOHN ACTIVEKYUK Pouch 468 Bethel. AK 99559 543-31301W
John Active is an independent pro- (Juccr. writer, local folklorist. cultural historian anil Yup'ik Eskimo. A well- known storyteller in Alaska, he is also recognized lor his essays and mono­logues on Yup'ik culture and is a leader in preserving cultural traditions. Active works at KYUK-AM and TV in Bethel as a Yup'ik translator/news announcer and reporter.

E d u c a t i n g  t h e  E d u c a t e d

'Long bffort influence from other cultures. young men u ere Uught by 
thetr elden in the qaigiq- -a moderately Urge structure, in which the 
men Ineu and worked. When the boyi c,tme to school to to tpeak. one 
of the elden took a long wooden rod and pLwed it airou the threthold 
so no one would enter or leave while the young people were being 
taught, The lubjects were numerous and dealt with every facet oj 
daily life. Thu knowledge wai crucial to our iun real on thu hanh 
and unforgiving Und.'

Actn-e eloquently describes the ways in which young men and women were taught ancient Yup'ik practices. He also examines tra­ditional Yup ik disciplines, contributions made by Western society and their impact on Native culture. Active attributes his story­telling abilities to his late grandmother Maggie Lind and through his stories will share his knowledge of traditional Yup'ik teaching along with stories handed down to him from his grandmother.
T  ▼ ▼

JOHN LUTHER ADAMSPO Box 81382 Fairbanks. AK 99708 455-6235 <W) 455 6236(H)
John Luther Adams is an inter­nationally recognized composer whose works base been heard in concerts, on radio, television and in films throughout the world. Adams received a BFA in Musk Composition from the California Institute of the Am, At an Alaskan resident he hat naselcd through the far north recording natural sounds for hit Alaska Vmndwape Protect

R e s o n a n c e  o f  P l a c e s

L onfpsaions of an A la sk a  C omposor

About his music. John Luther Adams writes:
*The natural toundicape and a ttrong lenie of place are enduring 
i reative sources for my work. Ai a composer in the far north. I dream 
of music that lomehow reionatei with all tint space and lilence, cold 
and none, wind and fire and ice: mime which belongs here, some­
what tike the pLtnti and the btrdi: muiic informed by the worldwide 
traditions, but which perhaps can only be made here.'
This presentation, based on Adams' widely-published essay of the same title, illustrates the evolution of his thinking with recorded examples drawn from twenty years of his musical work.
L i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  C o u n t r y : _

T h e  Sonic  b p o g rap k v  of tke  I ' a r  N o r t l i

The sounds around us—the rhythms of the seasons, the songs of birds, the cries of animals and the resonance of the elements—all resonate w ith the unique voice of a place. How might closer lis­tening to these voices contribute to a renewal of ourselves, our communities and our cultures? The emerging field of acoustic ecology incorporates recent insights from the natural and physical sciences to give us a renewed awareness and deeper understanding of the intricate interdependencies of everything around us.
This presentation features stunning field recordings of natural sounds made by Adams throughout the north as part of hts Alaska Soundwape Project. Following this talk. Adams will lead participants on a "sound walk* exploring their local soundscape.

A m e r i c a n  O r i g i n a l s :

N e w  M u s ic  in the  X  e'v W orld

The 20th Century has been a time of unprecedented exploration, discovery, richness and diversity in an and music, and much of the moi: beautiful and significant music of our rimes has been made in the Ymencas. In this program. Adams introduces the audience ro some of the startling and refreshingly original voices in new American music through engaging excerpts from their music and writings. This presentation is designed to convert even the most wiry of listeners ro an exciting new world of music.
▼ ▼ ▼
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JERRY BRIGHAMJournalism/Broadcasting Department University of Alaska Fairbanks PO Box 756120 Fairbanks. AK 99775-6120 474-7761 <W) 457-5342(11)
Jerry Brigham it an Associate Profes­sor in the Journalism/Broadcasting Department at the University of Alaska Fairbanks. Brigham received his BFA and MFA in Dramatic Arts from the University of Oklahoma. His professional expertise is in bicul- tural/bilingual broadcasting, film criticism and history. Brigham also hosts Reel Magic, a weekly classic movie series which airs on public television in several Alaska communities.

A l a s k a  I m a g e s  i n  F i l m :

Hollywood L ooks at the  G ro a t  L a n d

In thi« presentation Mr. Brigham examines the myth and reality of Alaska as it was created by and for the popular media. Using brief film clips from such das;,, movicf as The GoU Rush. Igloo, 
Eskimo, The Spoilers. The Trail o f 98, North to A lash and lee 
PaLice. Brigham examines the stereotypes of Native Americans, sourdoughs, wilderness and statehood which to many constitute the .Alaskan experience as interpreted by Hollywood.
O l 'T  ON TH E  E D G E i

T h e  R  ise of N a t i T p - 0  wned and O p e ra te d  

M ed ia  in .lie A la sk a n  Busli

Nearly one-third of the existing Native radio an! television sta­tions in the U.S. are located in rural .Alaska. Mr. Brigham will explore the history and development of Native-owned and operat­ed radio and television in rural Alaska. This program features examples from KYUK in Bethel. KOT7. in Kot7cbue. KBRW in Bartow and KDLC in Dillingham and will include a hr-cf video that shows actual station operations and samples of programming
T  ▼ ▼

2 !  r  '

CAROL DEE2802 W. ,30th »8 Anchorage. AK 99517 248-3737 (W) 248-'204(H)

'.n * I

Carol Dee is an experienced bi­lingual guide with twenty-three year's experience of living in Italy. Dee received her BA from Boston University's School of Public Communication and is also a graduate of Universita San Tornmaso d'Acquino in Rome. Italy with a degree of Lieema in Social Sciences.
G u g l i e l m o  a n d  t h e  

W i l l o w  T r e e

As a young American woman living in Italy. Dee was deeply affected by her relationship with Guglielmo. In this original tale, she shares an elderly Italian farmer's special rapport with the land and its impact on her. Dee explores life, death, and the meaning of our connections with the earth, water and fire through the beautifully told story of Guglielmo.
A n  E v e n i n g  

w i t h  A u n t  E d n a

Edna Sr. Vincent Millay, one of America's most important and immensely readable poets, was alvo the lint women to be awarded the Pulirtcr pnte for poe.ry. In this intimate portrait, Dee intro­duces the poet's works and examines 'Renascence* as a story of death, rebirth, and the meaning of life. Dee w ill also present tome of the poet’s shorter works dealing with relationships, commit­ment. the stewardship of our natural resources and the interde­pendence of all life.
M e m o r y  a n d  C o s t u m e —

T h e  Loss of Traditional omen's D ress 

in Ita lv$
In Italy costumes help maintain and preserve cultural and person­al identity. Tf is presentation examines traditional women's dress in central and southern Italy and the ways dress and costume form or reflect a person's self-image and role in tocsety. Dee illus­trates rrgional and local variations of costume and examines polit­ical and historical facron leading to the adoption ol modern west­ern fashion following World War (.

T  T  ▼
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LESLIE LEYLAND FIELDS4022 ClifFsidc
Kodiak. AK 99615486-4161 or 847-22301W) (6/1-9/1)486-6393 (Hi
I cslie Lcyland Fields is j poet, writer, cduutor and commercial fisherwoman living in Kodiak. She received her BA in English from Ccdarvillc College in Ccdarvillc. Ohio, an MA in English and an MA in Journalism from the University of Oregon in Eugene. Fields has published more than 50 poems in publications including Poet Lon. South Coatt Poetry 

Journal, Northern Rettew. Fields teaches English at the University of Alaska in Kodiak.

C a PTL'RIXG t h e SPIRIT—
w ,omen in C om m erc ia l  l i s t i n g

How do women fare in an occupation that is still predominantly male oriented? How are women’s fishing stories different than men's? What motivates women to work in the most dangerous job in the nation? From a book-in-progrcss Working on the Edge, Fields will share the stories and experiences of the many women who commercial fish. As both writer and commercial fishcr- woman. Fields has gathered the life stories of women in fishing from Alaska. Their stories reveal an amazing complexity and diversity, yet throughout there are common themes of courage and determination in the face of extraordinary challenges.
▼ ▼ T

T h e  N o r t h e r n  P e n s

A lask an  W rite rs  and the  M ean ing  ol P lace

Is there a distinctly Alaskan literature? If so. how docs our geogra­phy shape us, both as writers and as Alaskans? Through explo­ration of Alaskan writers such as John Haines. Richard and Nora Dauenhauer. Natalie Kusz. Nancy Lord. Peggy Schumaker and others. Fields will look at the literature that defines, delineates and explores the forces of this vast land upon our lives.
.My s t e r i e s  a n d  H i s t o r i e s

What is the origin of “halibut-* What arc metaphors for? How does language change? What was the original ingredient of'hum­ble pie?' Come and delve into the richness, the eccentricities, the delightful unpredictabilities of this language we call English. In this lively presentation. Fields will explore the evolution of English and why it truly is a living language.
M a k i n g  P o e t r y  

F r o m  O u r  L i v e s

How do we translate our everyday experiences into poetry? team ways of seeing beyond the surface and ways of uysng beyond the ordinary. In so doing, we often rediscover our own lives and find wxirds to better share them wnh others. In addition to doing in- session writing. Fields will look at writers tuch as Sharon Olds. Sandra McPherson. Jim Daniels, and others who wntc simply and beautifully about the acts of everyxlay life—washing clothes, flip­ping hamburgers, weeding the garden—and how they can teach us tu do the tame

O.W. “JACK” FROST, Ph.D.2141 lord Uaranof Dr. Anchorage. AK 99517 248-4746 (H)
t

C

1 1 1
O.W. “Jack" Frost, a noted Alaska historian, is a former professor of humanities and academic dean at .Alaska Methodist University (Alaska Pacific University). He received his Ph.D. from the University of Illinois and as a Fulbright scholar studied in England. France and Greece. Dr. Frost is the author of the research for the new English edition of Georg Wilhelm Stcller’s Journal of a Voyage with Bering, 1741- 
1742 and is currently writing the biography of Georg Steller— Alaska's first physician, ethnologist and naturalist.
V i t u s  B e r i n g ’s  E x p e d i t i o n  t o  

A m e r i c a  (A la sk a ) .  1 7 -U -4 2

Vitus Bering, on; of the world’s great explorers between the epochs of Columbus and Cook, pioneered the geography of the North Pacific. Until hit voyage of 1741-42. European map mak­ers had litile conception of the breadth of the North Pacific and virtually no idea about the coatt extending northward from Spanish California Dr. Frost will share the story of an incredible lourncy into uncharted waters, the competence of Bering at captain-commander, and of survival skills that led ultimately to the completion of an overextended and horrendous vovage



S P E A K E R S  B U R E A U

G e o r g  S t e l l e r ,

A lask a  s F i r s t  

Physic ian , E thnologist 

and N a tu ra l i s t

Georg Steller it sadly misunderstood by historians and biographer. In (hit fas­cinating portrait. Dr. Frott will explore the life of Georg Steller (1709-46). Vim* Bering"* physician and mineralogist. He i* remembered for fauna he first described—the Steller"* jay. Steller t tea lion, and Steller'* sea cow (a giant manatee, now extinct). But he was. above all. a humanist who took great risks in advocating social lusnce for indigc- nous peoples and who learned from them plant remedies for scurvy and other subsis­tence skills that prosed essential for survival of the Bering expedition.

VlTCS Bl-iRlNV. R^I'RHI-'.’TGDi
D an ish  Archaeology ahd 

R uss ian  F o rens ic  M ed ic ine  to 

the  R escue

In 1991, during the 250th anniversary of Bering's death, j team of Danish archaeol­ogists from Bering's native city Horsens. Denmark, discovered Bering's grave on Bering Island. His skeletal remains were then analyzed in Moscow hy Professor Victor Zviagin and his colleagues at the Institute of Forensic Medicine as a first step toward their reconstruc­tion of Bering's appearance. The completed sculpture is the first and only authentic portrait of the explorer. In this presentation.Frost will examine Bering’s new image as important evidence in the reassessment of his character and achievement.

i 
\

SUSAN JOHNSON, Ph.D.308 G St. »3!2 Anchorage. AK 99501 272-4113IW) 345-83941H)
Susan Johnson, author of the recently published book tt'/lien 
Women PLiyfti H .irdb .d l is a research sociologist, college professor, social se ices consultant, lecturer and writer. Johnson received her ‘ - in Sociology from Bryn Mawr College, and her MA and Ph.D. in Sociology from the University of Wisconsin.
W o m e n  a n d  B a s e b a l l :

A  L eague  of T h e i r  O w n

Several years ago the movie A League of Their Own alerted many An ericins for the first time to the existence of the All-American Girls Professional Baseball League. The years between 1943 and 1954 marked a magical era that proved beyond doubt that women cm play hardball. With skill and style, more than 500 women took to the baseball diamonds of the Midwest, darzling fans and becoming a visible and supported part of our national pastime. Based on interviews with 26 former players. Dr. Johnson will share anecdotes about these women and their unique histori­cal experiences.
T a l k i n g  w i t h  Y o u r  H e r o e s :

O ra i  H i s lo r ;  P ro jec ts

Oral history is the most ancient and traditional form of story­telling Many people—perhaps especially in Alaska—want to tell the story of their lives or share particular experiences w ith others, but do not know Fow to go about this. Others want to capture the life experiences of other people important to them before these people are gone. In this presentation Johnson will explain the uses and forms of oral history projects and discuss the variety of ways to conduct interview*.
▼  T  T



THOMAS BROOKS JONES836 M St.. »208 Anchorage. AK 99501 279-9358 (W/H)
Thomas Brooks Jones is an attor- n-y retired from private practice and the U.S. Army. Me has taught numerous classes in law. Jones received his JD from the University of Alabama Law School and his LLM from Columbia Univcrsiry Law School.

W h a t  is L a w ?

Mr. Jones will present the philosophies of important legal thinkers such as Holmes. Pound. Kant. Aristotle. St. Thomas Aquinas and Friedrich Karl von Savigny. He will address such questions as: What is law? What factors should be considered in making law? Should law be made from the top down or from the bottom up? Who were the legal realists and what did they con­tribute to our legal system?
T h e  G r e a t  A l a s k a  

C o m p r o m i s e  o f  1 9 7 2

In this presentation. Jones will focus on the fundamental philoso­phy behind the Native Claims Settlement Act. the division of .Alaska land and the basis for it. He will also examine the revolu­tionary concept of the Native Regional Corporations and the role played by local communities in the system. Jones will discuss the provisions of the Act that establish the regulations governing the operation of Native organirations.
▼ T V

LUCY JONES-SPARCKP.O. Box 267 Bethel. AK 99559 543-1500 Ext. 586 |W)543-3409 (H)
Lucy Joncs-Sparck is an Associate Professor of Behavioral Sciences at the University of Alaska- Fairbanks, Kuskokwim Campus in Bethel. A Cup'ik Eskimo. Jones-Sparck received her BA tn Elementary Education from Mary Manse College. Toledo. Ohio and her MSW from the University of Utah. Salt Lake City. She has presented numerous programs throughout Alaska on the subjects of education, social services and Yup'ik culture.

C u p ' ik  E s k i m o

K u .m e g y u g y a r .a q / I n e q i t a r .a q

Ms. Joncs-Sparck will discuss the many social norms that exist in the Cup'ik culture and explain “do’s and don'ts” within its contes t. She will also describe contemporary teaching took used by Cup'ik educators.

C u p ' ik  E s k i m o  D .a n c e :

A Y  chicle lor M a n y  Psychological 

as W ell  as Social Express ions

In this presentation. Ms. Jones-Sparck will demonstrate the tradi­tional meanings of dance in the Cup’ik culture. She will explain the social significance of the songs, the masks and other accou­trements used by dancers. How does the dancer use motion? How do the drummers/singers and the audience prompt the dancers? .All have significant meaning and will be described by Jones-Sparck
▼ V V
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LISA KEMMERER3740 Wesleyan Dr.Anchorage. AK 99508 786-1756 (W)
Lisa Kcmmcrcr is an Adjunct Professor of Philosophy at the University of Alaska Anchorage. She received her BA in Inter­national Studies from Reed College. Portland, Oregon and her MTS in World Religions from Harvard Divinity School. Kemmcrer is also the author of several essays and articles, a children's book on comparative religions, and an article on Native American religious traditions.

W o r l d  R e l i g i o n s :
I  n d ers tan d in s  o u r X e ig li leignoors
Understanding our collective human spirituality is critical to an understanding of the many peoples and cultures of the modern world, Ms, Kemmerer's presentation will focus on world religions and offer a basic understanding of the wap in which the history, philosophy, beliefs, and practices of a particular faith emerge and how it contributes to the ongoing development of the world's religious traditions. (Each presentation will focus on one faith. Those interested in this topic may choose a particular faith from the East. West, ancient cultures, or native peoples of Africa or North America.)
V i s i o n s  f r o m  A f a r

In this slide-illustrated presentation of Asia, the South Pacific, or the Middle East. Ms. Kemmcrer will tell stories of culture, histo­ry. philosophy and geography of each region. She will highlight the remote wilderness of Nepal, Northern China, and Tibet, as well as temples and statues from the southwestern edge of India to the northeastern rim of China. Images from the Middle East and Turkey will reveal the ruins of ancient Christian communities, the tombs and pyramids of Egypt, and the remarkable strife-torn city of Jerusalem. Other choices include the beautiful coasts and unusual wildlife of Australia and the rugged peaks and vast farm­lands of New Zealand.

RELIGIONS PERSPECTIVES:

E v o lu tio n  and In te rconnec tion

“No man is an island..." and neither is any faith. Each religious tradition has developed out of a particular historical setting for a variety of reasons. This presentation begins before the Indus Valley Civilization, two millennium before the birth of Christ, and travels through the development of India’s rich religious his­tory. Tne emergence of Hinduism and Buddhism, and the arrival of Islam, shed light on the evolution of faith and the intercon­nectedness of religious traditions—both East and West.
A n i m a l  W e l f a r e :

A  Q u e s t io n  ol Philosophy and E tli ic s

"Animal rights" issues have made big news, big strides and bad feelings. What are the ethical and philosophical questions, answers and implications of the ongoing debate between animal rights activists ar.d those who oppose their case? This presentation will examine the treatment of animals, the justification of the status quo and present the arguments for change.
▼ ▼ ▼



MICHAEL KRAUSS, Ph.D.Alula Native language Cenicr I»0 Box "5"680 Fairbanks. AK 9977S."680 ■I74-6588IW) 479-63*40 (H)
Michael Krai .. noted scholar of linguistics, is the director of the Alaska Native language (.'enter at the University of Alaska- Fairbanks and head of rhe Alaska Native Language Program at the university. Or. Krauss received a BA from the University of Chicago and >m Western Reserve University in Romance Languages, his MA from Columbia University in Linguistics and Romance Philology and his Ph.D. in Linguistics from Harvard University.

T h e  W o r l d 's  L a n g u a g e s  

i n  C r i s is

There are still some 6.000 different languages (not dialects) spo­ken by living peoples, but the coming century may sec the extinc­tion of 90% of these and in fact, mankind's intellectual and cul­tural diversity. Already .10% to 50% arc no longer spoken by chil­dren and most of the rest are severely endangered. In Alaska 18 of Alaska's 20 Native languages are no longer spoken by children. What arc the stakes and what can we do? In this program. Dr. Krauss will examine what linguists are doing to prepare for or pre­vent the catastrophic destruction of the linguistic world.
A l a s k a 's  S u r v i v o r s

In this presentation, Dr. Krauss will discuss the prehistory of .Alaska Native language families (Eskimo- Aleut and Tlingit-Eyak- Athabaskan: Haida; Tsimshian) as survivors of the latest waves of early Americans. He will explore the treatment of these languages under the Russians and the Americans and examine their present status and significance to Alaska's heritage.
▼ ▼ T

JAMES LISZKA, Ph.D.13366 Sunshine Loop Anchorage. AK 99516 ?86-P50|W) 345-W23KH)
James Liszka is a Professor ol Philosophy at the University of Alaska Anchorage. He received a Bj in Mathematics from Indiana University, an MA in Philosophy from the University of South Carolina ana a Ph.D. in Philosophy from the New School for Social Research. Liszka currently teaches philosophy, ethics, aes­thetics. logic and the philosophy of social sciences at UAA.

T h e  M e a n i n g  o f  M y t h

Myths and stories arc often thought to be ways in which a culture can transmit and reinforce the moral values and norms ro its members. Dr. Liszka examines hosv myths often also involve a subversive element—something that seems to be built into the very structure of narratives, He will explain the reasons an appre­ciation of this aspect of myth allows us to grasp the nuances, com­plexities. and often the contradictions in following the norms of the culture.
D o  W e  H a v e  a  R i g h t  t o  D i e ?

T h e  Q u e s t io n  of E u th an a s ia

This presentation examines the current issues in cuthanada. including physician assisted suicide, the controversy surrounding Dr. Jack Kevorkian, and a discussion of the practice of euthanasia in Holland. Dr. Liszka will also explore orhcr ethical issues such as the removal of life-sustaining treatment for incompetent patients, living wills and durable power of attorney.
I s  M o r a l  C o m p e t e n c e  P o s s i b l e ?

Moral competence requires the interrelation of moral character, knowledge and prudence. Moral character is the sum of our moral virtues and vices. Moral knowledge is an understanding of basic moral principle, which we are able to articulate and justify and use to guide moral actions. Prudence is the wisdom acquired from life experience, which allows us to apply moral knowledge to complex situations that allow the best moral outcomes. This provocative discussion will locus on various aspects of moral competence.



W h y  A r t  is D a n g e r o u s

Art has the power to inform and influence in and for that reason, can often be perceived as a dangerous vehicle of expression. In the context of this question. Dr. Liszka will examine the issue of cen­sorship and public support for the arts. He will pay particular attention to the distinction between pornography, erotica and art and the question of the artistic representation of women.
T  ▼ ▼

RICHARD V. (RICH) 
MCCLEARPO Box 796 Sitka. AK 99835 747-6886 fW/H)
Rich McClear is a management consultant, journalism trainer and storyteller. He received his BA in Political Science from St. Olaf College, Northficld. Minnesota and his MA in Speech- Communications and Political Science from the University of Minnesota. He has reported significant historical events ft or Vladivostok. Prague. Berlin and Nicaragua and recently returned from Albania where he served as Senior Advisor to Radio Tirana.

R e i n v e n t i n g  H i s t o r y

A popular bock in government circles is ‘Reinventing Government." In Eastern Europe, and especially in Albania, a guide book could be published entitled ‘Reinventing History." or even 'Reinventing Ourselves,* For the last 40 years, people have had to make accommodations to survive under repressive condi­tions. Now. with a democratic government in place, many are reexamining rheir lives. In ihii presentation. McClear shares the compelling experiences of the people he met in Albania.
A  C l i m a t e  o f  F e a r :

F -redon i of P ress  in E a s te rn  E u ro p e

After the censors left radio stations and newspapers, people believed the development of a free press would come naturally to Eastern Europe. This hasn't happened. Reponcrs now fear the return of communist governments, especially after the recent victories of for­mer communists in Poland and Lithuania. and the resurgence of hard liners and nationalists in Russia In this presentation, McCleaz'i stories reflea the humor and tragedy of reporters facing the challenges of creating a free press in Eastern Europe.

A  Q u a r t z  G e o d e

A  M o m en t  ol T im e  ill E a s te rn  E urope

In this presentation, McClear will share his experiences from Berlin, Czechoslovakia, Vladivostok and Albania. His stories will examine (he optimism and hopes of the people during the early days ol the fall ol Communism. He will contrast them with a dif­ferent type of optimism he saw on his return trips. McClear will explore the issues in human terms and discuss the wavs people are rebuilding their lives and society in Eastern Europe
F i r s t  K iss

This is a story about McClcar's first kiss. A late bloomer, an avid television watcher, and a second hand consumer of his parent's Prank Sinatra records, he had been led to expect a lot ftom this kiss. This humorous, innocent and poignant presentation is McClear s most often requested story on the radio and as a public speaker.
T  ▼ ▼

SUZI MCCLEARP.O. Box 796 Sitka. AK 99835 747-6886 (HfW)
NOTE: Suzi and Rich McClear 
an available for joint pmentatiom.
Suzi McClear is Program Pro­ducer for Raven Radio in Sitka.She received her BA in American History from the University of Minnesota and has extensive expe­rience in broadcast journalism. McClear recently returned from Albania where she served as a consultant and Human Rights Monitor with special emphasis on women's rights at the Albania Helsinki Committee. She was a recipient of a grant from the German Marshall Fund of the United States in Tirana. Albania.
A l a s k a n  P i r a t e s :

T h e  S t  ory of t h r  D evelopm ent of R adio  

in A la sk a  during W orld W ar  II

To combat boredom servicemen stationed in Alaska during World War II anted three pirate (or unauthorized) radio stations in Sitka and Kodiak. These pirates were sanator.cd by the govern­ment and ultimately became the Armed Forces Radio and Television Service (AFRTS). McClear will discuss two versions of the history of AFRTS in AJuka—one officially Itommutd/



sanctioned and the other, only recently recognized by AFRTS. .1 very different version. In this presentation. Ms. McClear will share anecdotes and sounds from the early Sitka station and will examine different interpretations of the history of communica­tions in AJaaka.
A l b a n i a !

T h e  " E v e  of the  B a lk an  S to rm  #

Arc ‘human rights* and “women's rights" the same? Ms. McClear will explore the answers in this presentation about her experiences as a human rights monitor in Tirana. Albania. She will include slides of a beautiful country and stories of an even more beautiful people as they struggle to re-enter the European world after half a century of a Stalinist regime. Ms. McClear will «harc the results of interviews with women': groups, housewives and residents of a women's prison in Albania.
▼ ▼ ▼

JAMES W. MULLER, Ph.D.1518 Airpon Heights Dr. Anchorage. AK 99508 786-4740(W) 272-7846(11)
Jim Muller is a Professor of Political Science at the University of .Alaska Anchorage. He received his AB in Government from Harvard College, his AM and Ph D. in Political Science from Harvard University. Muller is the author of numerous publications that have appeared in Hanard Political Rniru\ Political Satncr 

Rnitutr, and Social Sennet Quarterly. He is the author of the forthcoming book The Education efWimton ChurchtlL

T h e  E d u c a t i o n  o f  

W i n s t o n  C h u r c h i l l

Drawn from his new book on Churchill's writings, this presenta­tion considers Churchill's education and the teachings ol his books. Dr. Muller wit) examine the often amusing and touching incidents of Churchill's time in school and his self-directed adult education. Since Churchill's understanding of politics and histo­ry wis quite different from what is fashionable today among acad­emics. this presentation raises by contrast the question of what is the best wav to learn politics and history—the abstract or objec­tive method now in vogue, or Churchill's personal and practical approach.

T h e  U s e  a n d  A b u s e  o f  t h e  

A m e r i c a n  C o n s t i t u t i o n

Muller’s thesis is that the Constitution is a very precious common possession but not necessarily exactly what we think it is. Reflecting on themes drawn from the book The Revival of 
Conitituiionalitm, edited by Muller, this presentation examines the Constitution of the United States and its effect on our lives. Recent interpretations of the constitution err by packing fashion­able doctrines into phrases that have quite different meanings. Dr. Muller will examine some controversial examples and discuss wap to arrive at a more defensible understanding of the purpose of the Constitution.
H o w  C a n  W e  P r o t e c t  O u r s e l v e s  

f r o m  E d u c a t i o n a l  R e f o r m ?

For several decades schools have been pressed to reform their cur­riculum by adding new subjects to the traditional academic ones. The emphasis on reading, writing, and reckoning that used to go together w ith the transmission of a large body of common knowl­edge has been replaced by an emphasis on adjustment, or. recent­ly. the acquisition of certain skills. In the process, common knowledge has become very uncommon and 'tudents reach col­lege without that basis for further learning. Dr. Muller investi­gates the elements of primary and secondary education that afford students a life-long inteicst in the world around them and give them the knowledge they need to be good citizens.
▼ T  ▼

SHEJLA NICKERSON, Ph.D.540 West 10th St.Juneau. AK 99801 568-6553 (W/H)
Sheila Nickerson is a poet and writer. She received her BA in English from Bryn Mawr College, her Ph.D. in Creative Writing from The Union Institute and served as Alaska's Poet Laureate from 1977- 1981. Nickerson's works have appeared in numerous periodicals and anthologies. She has also published several books, including Alpkaiaury scheduled for release by Old Harbor Preis in 1994.



S P E A K E R S  B U R E A U

P o e m  A <  S t o r y

From the time of Horner and Virgil, the poem has served as a powerful vehicle for story. No less today, our stories have the power to connect us with one another and transcend differences. Dr. Nickerson will explain when we share our stories, we add pieces to the jigsaw puzzle of truth and come to know more of the whole. Listening to stories found in poems, wc come to know our own stories more clearly—and how we tell them, n telling our story as poem, we broadcast what Ezra Pound called 'the news that stavs news" and come to know ourselves and one another as larger beings, beings who are both unique and related.
P o e t r y  A n d  T h e  N e w  P h y s i c s

William Blake stated that, “If the doors of perception were cleansed, everything would appear to man as it is. infinite." Dr Nickerson will explore wavs in which poetry and quantum mechanics can be seen as parallel tracks leading us to a new understanding of reality and consciousness. She will discuss the ways in which both disciplines bring us to an understanding of the unity underlying existence and the relationship among all things. Seen in relation to new breakthroughs in physics, the process of poetry becomes more comprehensible and accessible, enabling us to claim our role as creators.
R e a d i n g  T h e  M a p  

O f  D i s a p p e a r a n c e

Most Alaskans have had to confront the disappearance of a family member, friend or acquaintance. From the time of the earliest European contact, disappearance has been a continuing theme in the recorded history of high latitudes. Even now, with the most sophisticated technology, disappearances of aircraft, boats, and individuals confound us. In this provocative program. Dr. Nickerson will also discuss how other disappearances—of lan­guages. ways of life, and vital resources such as fish—compel us to examine the sublet more closely. She will alto examine the meaning of maps—how we read them and how we make them— how their meanir.g takes on new significance. What is ou' tolc as creators and interpreters of maps? Whji is disappearance and how docs each of us approach it?
T  ▼ ▼

KENNETH M. 
SCHOENBERG, Ph.D.PO Box 111272 Anchorage. AK 99 i 11 257-26661W) 345-0504111)
Ken Schoenberg is an archaeolo­gist with the National Park Service. He received his BA in Biology from Oberlin College, his MA in Anthropology from University of Wisconsin-Milwaukce and his Ph.D. in Archaeology from the University of Oregon. Schoenberg’s pre­sentations will draw from his vast archaeological held experiences in numerous states.

B e r i n g i a  A n d  

T h e  F i r s t  A m e r i c a n s

Why is “Beringia and the first Americans" the most accepted the- oiy in archaeology? Dr. Schoenberg will present an overview of the entry of the first people into the New World and examine current ideas os well os the controversy and rationale surrounding Beringia. Dr. Schoenberg will also discuss important discoveries over the lost ten years in Alaska. Siberia. Pennsylvania and South America including the Mesa site in the Brooks Range and the Nenana complex.
W h y  Is n ’t  A r r o w h e a d  C o l l e c t i n g  

A l l o w e d  A n y m o r e ?

In this presentation Dr. Schoenberg will explore our responsibili­ties to protect, preserve and investigate our nation; 1 parks He will focus on archaeological resources in Alaska's ruth nal parks—pre­historic and historic. The slide-illustrated p eientation will examine surveys, excavations and preservation of sites such as Katmai, Gates, Denali, Klondike and Caoe Krus'nstcrn. Dt. Schoenberg will develop a basic cultural history (sequence) and w ill explain the use of sites and amfacts.
K c r c p a  L a k e —

A  B cringian  P re h is to r ic  S i t e

In this fascinating talk. Dr. Schoenberg will discuss the finding, exploration and excavation of a prehistotic me in a remote loca­tion nonh of the Brooks Range in Gates of the Arctic National Park. The presentation will focus on the uory of the finding and excavating of this 10.000 sear old site, it: significance and t l u r r  evpenenm of people involved in the project.
/ re .n .. ,V ,



S P E A K E R  S ' B U R E A U

W h y  f c v 'T  I n d i a n a  J o n e ?

A G I 'O D A R '/ I IA E O L O G IB T ?

How do you find a site? Or. how can you (ell how old it is? This presentation w ill examine the field of archaeology, its methodolo­gy and significan e. Dr. Schoenberg will also examine the differ­ent ways people .dapt to new or changing environments and con­ditions. The concept of "culture'' as a human invention will be part of this discussion.
V T  T

BARBARA 
SVARNY 

CARLSON PO BOX 212646 ANCHORAGE. AK 99521-2646 333-4235 (W/H)
Batbara Svarnv Carlson is an Unangan (Aleut) storyteller. She received her BA tn Elementary . i'.u Special Education tom Western Washing­ton State College. Mt.Carlson was raised in Unalaska and is of the Qawalangin Tribe and hat a passion for the preservation of the Unangan/Unangas culture wi*h an emphasis on oral tradition. Intertwining the arts of dance, tattooing, and storytelling, she captivates young and old alike with the sharing of tales and narratives from a time "so long ago. that things were very different from the way they are today."
R e v i t a l i z i n g  t h e  U n a n g a m

( A le u t ia n  A le u t )  1‘ olklore

It is importan' (hat indigenous peoples all over the world insist on the use of their original names of self-designation to maintain their identities as distinct peoples. In this presentation Barbara Carlson talks about that snuggle md the related pursuits of reclaiming, maintaining and revitalizing Unangam language and culture. WTiete all hope tecr.ed neatly lost, the Unangan are find­ing ways to revive their culture through the marriage of modern technology with ancient knowledge. The revelation of possibilities has launched a collaborat ed of generations to c*pW their oldest views of the world while trying to find ethical and appropriate means of channg these treasures.
T  ▼ T

W i s d o m ’s  B a x o u e t

The wisdom tradition is an ancient cross cultural tradition that probes the meaning of life through human stories, myths and practical proverbs. Tradition tells us from the Greek Sophia, the Lakota White Buffalo Calf Woman, the banquet feast of the Old and New Testaments that Wisdom and her sister Follv arc stand­ing in our very streets ready to initiate each generation into the paradoxes of life, death, diversity, growth, limitation, joy. suffer­ing and beauty. In this lively performance piece. Ms. Walfant traces the root concerns and earthy passion of wisdom for rela­tionship. justice, blessing and compassion.
T h e  W o r k  O f  O u r  H a n d s  

A n d  H e a r t

In the 14th Century Meisicr Eckharr said. "One should not gne up. neglect or forget tor a moment one's inner life, but one must team to work with it. and out of it. so that the unity of one's soul may break out into one’s activities." In the 20th Century when asked about his work a Yupik man replied." I live in the city and have a job. but as for my work, I am a hunter." Ms. W'aliam will lead a discussion that will examine questions tuch as; WTut does it mejis to work* Does the sense of "vocation' ind "calling" as it has been told through the centuries hive something to offer us todiy?
L i f e  F o r  M e  A i n 't  B e e n  N o  

C r y s t a l  S t a i r  — T riu m p h a n t  Voices

Wild, witty, full of fun. ecstatic or in travail, the voices of the femi­nine speik of the deep meaning found in the everyday and of the power of life to me in triumphant green even in the winter. Thu petformance piece iv designed as a multi-cultural fravt From the fifth to the twentieth century, voices of ihe East, the W esi and the Ameticai. the slave and the lire come alive in poetry and perfor­mance to tell thru taJrv. utier thru irulhi anj renew our heatti

BARBARA WALLANT7324 E 4th Ave. Anchorage. A K 99501 276-0528(W) 333-9529(11)
Barbara Waltam is an administra­tor and community organizer with a background in education, social services and training. She is an outpatient program coordina­tor with the Alaska Women's Resource Center. She received her BA in English and Education from Stonehtll in Massachusetts and her MA in Culture and Spirituality from Holy Names College in Oakland. An experienced storyteller, she has performed frequently throughout Alaska.



S P E A K E R S  B U R E A U

JOHN W HITEHEAD, 
Ph.D.PO Box 82042 College. AK 99'08 474-6508(90 156 8222(H)

John Whitehead it a Professor of History at the University of Alaska Fairbanks. He received his BA. MA and Ph.D. from Yale University and an MA from Cambridge Universiry. Whitehead is the author of numerous articles and publications and has lectured frequently aboard cruise ships as well as for Elderhostcl programs.
T h e  G o v e r n o r  W h o  

O p p o s e d  S t a t e h o o d :

1  lie Legacy of J a y  H am m o n d

Former Alaska Governor Jay Hammond opposed statehood in the late 1950s on the grounds that it would lead to superheated devel­opment ot Alatka. Once statehood was achieved in 1959. Hammond successfully served in the Alaska Legislature and then as governor (rom 1974-1982. Hammond championed the idea of a permanent savings account that would divert state revenues from immediate legislative spending. Such a savings account woulJ preserve the capital for the future, thereby forestalling hts early fears of a superheated economy. This became the Alaska Permanent Fund. In this fascinating account, Dr. Whitehead examines the legacy of Jay Hammond's tenure in > e legislature and as governor.
O f f  F o r  t h e  K l o n d i k e

The potential of a gold rush in Alaska similar to the 1849 California Gold Rush was one of the factors that induced Russia to sell its colony to the United Sates in 1867. Relatively small gold discoveries on the Sukine River at Juneau, and then at Circle kept the gold forr alive until 18% when gold was discomrJ m the Canadian Klondike. The Klondike gold rush brought thou­sands of Ameticans north to the Klondike by way of Alaika. The Klondike Gold Rush and the ensuing discoveries at Nome and Fairbanks transformed the emerging territory. In this presentation Dr Whitehead wvP traJi the progression of gold rushes in Alaska and explain their effect on Alaska's development.

C r e a t i n g  t h e  4 9 t h  S t a t e

The battle for Alaska statehood began in earnest shortly after World War II when Alaskans first voted "yes" to statehood in a tc.ritory-wide plebiscite. It then progressed for more than a decade until admission as the 49th state in 1959. Highlights of the movement included a con-titutinnal convention held in Fairbanks and the election of ’shadow" senators and a representa­tive who went to Washington to lobby the Congress for state­hood—the so-called Tennessee Plan, In this presentation Dr. Whitehead will trace the development of Alaska's battle for state­hood and share numerous stories and anecdotes based on inter­views with leaders in the statehood struggle.
C o m p a r i n g  t h e  A l o h a  

a n d  F r o n t i e r  S p i r i t

T h e  A la sk a  ami H a w a ii  (_ onstitu tiona l 

I onventions

Both Alaska and Hawaii held constitutional conventions after World War II as a tactic to gaining entry into the union. Both territories wrote "model constitutions" that attracted ptatse from political scientists. In this presentation. Dr. Whitehead describes md compares the two constitutional conventions and explains why Alaskans placed so much more importance on their conven­tion. The ulk is based on extensive interviews with delegates to both the Alaska and Hawaii conventions.
▼ ▼ ▼
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A l a s k a  H u m a n i t i e s  F o r u m

1 9 9 4  -  1 9 9 5

A n c h o r a g e

United Nations Ass'n of USA

Temple Beth Sholom

Alaska Library Association

University ol Alaska Fairbanks

Anchor ago N*ghbcrhood 
Housing Services, Inc.

Anchorage Museum Association 

Universtfy ol Alaska Anchorage 

Alaska Historical Society 

Alaska at War 

Alaska H etorcai Sooaty 

O n  North Theatre Company 

Alaska Pubic Televncn. Inc 

Chugach Heritage Foundabon 

Umverssy ol Southern CaMomta 

Alaska Canter lor the Book 

Alaska O asgn Forum 

Chugach Homage Foundatcn 

Alaska Native J u tic e  Center

UN50 • The Unitod Nations and Alaska

Anne Frank in tho Worid, 1929-1945 Picture a 
World Without Prejudee

Storyleilmg lor Young Children: Formats and 
Techniques • A Multicultural Approach

'Alaska Native Bilingual Readers: Creating 
Literacy Matenals in Alaska Native

Research and Development ol Farnnew and 
Muldoon Community Improvement Plans

Heaven on Earth: Orth odor Treasures ol 
Sfceria ana North America

A Writers Residency

1994 Hatory Dsy in Alaska

A Conference of World War II in Alaska and 
the P ac ic  Rim

Ceoovering Alaskans of the Gold Ruth Era

The*ue as a Tool Toward Understanding 
Vr ues. Diversity and Public Po*cy

YukoryAlaska Gold Era

MORE THAN WORDS.. The We and 
Language d  the Last Eyak

The We ol Poneer Awiio*. Ben E-elsoo

Alaska Lteralure Sympoevn. A Celebration 
of Authors

O eigr.ng lor Alaaka: tmemato-val Solutions 
lor a Northern CJnt«e

MORE THAN WORDS *heWearvJ 
Langweoe ol the Last Eyak

Oral Metory and Rets arch «ito the Hetory of 
Capeal Pun*hmam <n JV manat Alaska

$16,420

$2,450

$1,920

$2,500

$2,500

$1,000

$1,000

$13,524

$1,200

$2,150

$1,300

SS.OOO
$2,500

$2,500

*2,735

$5,000

$2,500

$1,425



A l a s k a  H u m a n i t i e s  F o r u m

1 9 9 4  -  1 9 9 5

A n c h o r a g e

Anchorage Neighborhood 
Housing. Inc.

University of AK Anchorage 
Dept, ol Theatre and Oance

Alaska Common Ground

Alaska Pubic Radio Netvrork

University of Alaska Anchorage 
History Department

Anchorage Krispiac* Project 

United Natcns Aas'n of USA

Northorn Community & tho Built Environment: 
A Search for an Alaskan Sense ol Place

Art. Anthropology, and Identity . The Tragic 
Legacy of Louis Shotridge

BASICS: Budget and State Services; 
Inventing a Com muni .y Stratogy

Resonance ol Place

Martin Luther King Day Celebration

Anchorage Youth Summits

UN50 • The United Nations and Alaska

$ 2 ,5 0 0

$ 5 ,6 0 0

$ 5 ,4 0 0

$ 1 ,7 2 0

$ 2 ,5 0 0

$2,800

$ 2 ,5 0 0

T o t a l $ 9 0 ,6 5 0



A l a s k a  H u m a n i t i e s  F o r u m

1994 - 1995

G i r d w o o d

State of Alaska Cultural Enrichmenl for Ihe First International
Department ol Fish & Game Symposium on Harvest Assessment

$2,500

T o t a l $ 2 ,5 0 0
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S h a p in g  t h e  F u t u r e

T he humanities are concerned not only with where we came from, but where we are heading as individuals and as a society. The Alaska Humanities Forum is proud to have sponsored a number of forums that have allowed Alaskans to dream, debate and delineate 'he future of our communities. This brief list gives only a sam­ple of the projects the Forum has funded since 1972 that have been concerned with shaping our futures.
Alaska Design Forum
Designing for Alaska: A Dialogue for our future Series of five lectures and discussions to start a dialogue among Alaskan designers and the interested public to affect the future of our built environment.
Alaska Common Ground 
Having it AIL A Healthy Environment andJobi Conference on sustainable development and ways to simultaneously achieve environmental and economic objectives in Southeast Alaska.
Ketchikan Gateway Borough 
The Land, the Sea, the People ana he Comprehensive Plane 
Choral Discussions for Ketcmkan's Future Public discussions on the future of transportation, water­front and shoreline development, economic development and environmental preservation within the borough.
University of Alaska Fairbanks
Looking to die Futurr. Seventh fnuit Studies Conference An international forum for interdisciplinary Arctic research exchange, emphasizing cultural and social issues, and furure prospects of Northern peoples.
Alaska Pacific University
Toward the 2ltt Century; Alaska in a Global Context A lecture series on Alaska's future from the perspective of glohal trends in population, resource development and en/i/onmmt.
Sovereignty Network
13th International Indian Treaty Conference Meetings in Arctic Village to consider the challenges and conflicts facing indigenous peoples around the wodd.
Municipality of Anchorage
Economic Development Options for AnchorageTwo-day discussion with humanists, business people andthe public to consider economic development options forAnchorage.

Juneau Arts Council 
Juneau 2000Future planning to establish a model for Juneau, consider­ing quality of life, women in Juneau, Alaskan Natives, economics and government, community education, and environment.
Aleutian Pribilof Island Association 
Looking Forward Conference: Planning for Changes in 
Aleutian IslandsConference identifies and explores public policies impacting the health, education, cultural lifestyles and economy of Aleutian people.
Interior Alaska Economic Development Council
The Safety Net — Where it itfAn effort by concerned citizens in Fairbanks to stimulate a community dialogue about social service needs.
Ahtna Heritage Foundation 
Ahtna Elders CanfertnctA special gathering ofdden to discuss the need for their greater involvement in community life.
Inupiat University of the Arctic 
The Changing North Implications for Higher Education Conference tot citizens of Bartow, humanists and cduca to discuss post-secondary needs.
University of Alaska, KUAC
Planning for the Future o f FairbanksFour television programs on planning for the future inFaitbanks, each followed by public ditomions.
Institute of Water Resources 
Energy in the Futun of Interior Alaska Conference on alternative energy sources available in Interior Alaska, including energy-efficient housing, appliances, family energy economics and transportation.
Alaska Health Project
The Future of Alaska: Protecting Human Resources 
as Industry GrowsA conference to consider the implications of human health in relation to economic development.
UAA Student Political Awareness Committee
Confirmee on Mulnnanonai Corporations and the Future of 
Alaska) Land and PeopleConference on multinational corporations and the future of the land and people of Alaska, with panel discussion of management policy and economics in the Pacific Rim.
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d ¥ l  R e s e a r c h

he Alaska Humanities Fomm supports research that furthers our knowledge of the people, cultures and issues of Alaska. Research projecu lay down the foundation for future learning about our heritage.By funding research, the Forum hdps scholars and local re*‘ idents develop a richer understanding of where we came from, and creates a framework for addressing current social and cultural problems Since research activities are chroni- cally underfunded, the Forum plays a vital role in ensuring that many research projects are conducted at all. Here are a few of the research projects the Forum has supported during the last two decades.
University of Alas la  Fairbanks
The Project China I StoryOral history research into a plan by the Atomic Energy Commission in the 1950s to ujc atomic bombs to excavate a hatbor in northwest Alaska.
University of Alaska Fairbanks 
Honoring Block Troopt Who Built the Alaska Higlrway Research and planning for a traveling museum display honoring Blade troops pioneering the way for integration.
Alaska Pacific University
Transit non of George Wilhelm Steller's WritingField study work with unpublished Steller papers in theSmithsonian and Library of Congress leading to Englishtranslation.
Seoloska Heritage Foundation
Chril Righa/Cnl Liberties Struggle in Alaska Library research and interviews to develop a history of Tlingit Indian efforts to gain their civil rights.
University of Alaska Anchorage
Eskimo Art PublicationsResearch related to publication of Eskimo an, induding all Eskimo arcaj and times from prehistoric to contemporary. Work is distinguished from previous archaeological or ethnographic works.
Alaska Environmental Information & Data Center 
Alatka Road Commotion Historical Harr a tire Historical srudy of Alaska Road Commission 1905*1956. used as background information for developing an integrat­ed transportation system in Alaska.
North Pacific Rim 
Ethnobotanseal StudyField audy of the Chugach use of plants in else Prince William Sound area, focusing on their nutmional. techno* logical medicinal and ritual usage.

Homer Society of Natural History
The Life and Work of Frederica Dc LagunaResearch on one of the most notable anthropologists whoever worked in Alaska.
Glynn R. dcV. Barrett
Koniag Imiit Material! in Russian Archivet and Muuumt, 
1763-1793Research in Moscow and Sr. Petersburg to locitc, desenbe and translate archival manuscripts on the earliest European evidence for the Koniag Inuit people of Kodiak Island.
Chuck Thompson
An Oral History of Fitipino-American Interaction Research and publication project to compile an oral history of personal and cultural interaction between Filipinos and non-Filipino Americans, both in the Republic of the Philippines and Alaska.
Alaska Native Studies Department, UAF/ Thank You to LirtrnResearch includes indexing and cataloguing 125 hours of taped classroom discussions with 19 Alaska Native dders.
Lynn Canal Conservation
Pots-Conjucian Asians in Contemporary Alaska Assessment of the impact on Alaskan environment and edu­cation by modem Asians, and of the need for developing improved interculrural communication.
Alaska Pacific University*
Where Bering pint Landed in AmericaThe rite of the landing, exploration and first Native contactby Vitus Bering on Kayak Island was determined.
Ton ana Yukon Historical Society 
Facet of AlaskaCompilation of oral histories, paintings, and old photo­graphs of notable older Alaskans from around the stare.
Hispanic Alaskans
The Spanish Exsloratun of Alaska. 1774-1824 Research to gather accounts of Spanish chroniden and examine them for their humanistic values.
St. George Traditional Council
Culture Bearer of St GeorgeResearch to produce a manuacript history with photo docu­mentation of the Russian Orthodox Church of St. George.
Elmer E. Rasmuson Library, UAF
Denaoeyalna Yiga"(Our Grandfathers’Pierurrt)Research identifies individuals and locations in archival photographs wuh the assistance of Athsbaskan dden.
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L a n g u a g e  P r e s e r v a t io n

L anguage! reprexnt far more than a means of commu­nicating — language! alio represent and are vehicles for culture, history and identity. In Alaska, everyone of our Native languages is at risk of extinction. To respond to the urgent need to retain Native languages for present and future generations, the Alaska Humanities Forum emphasizes projects that focus on language preserva­tion. Here is a sampling of language prcxrvation projects the Forum has funded since its inception in 1972.
University of Washington Press
Haa Shuka, Our AncestorsPublication of the first volume in a series of Tlingit oral literature classics, providing tranxription of the Tlingit Language texts with facing English translations.
Fireweeti Press
Dena 7na and English Texts of Peter Kaltfrmsky Preparation of a completed collection and scholarly annota­tion of Peter Kalifomsky's writings and oral transmissions.
University of Alaska
Athabaskan Language ConferenceAn international gathering of Athabaskan people interestedin language work with scholars, educators and folklorists.
University of Alaska Fairbanks
Dictionary of Koyukon AthabaskanPublication of a Koyukon Athabaskan dictionary as alinguistic and ethnographic resource.
University of Washington 
Athabaskan Grammar andLexicon Compilation of all existing Deg Hit’an data with back­ground lexical and grammatical documentation collected through fadd work.
Mekoryuk IRA Council
s\unit<ak IslandCtsp'tg Language Dictionary Development of Cup'ig dictionary in uxfol Cup'ig-Engliih format for use on Nunivak Island.
Alaska Native Language Center 
Denaina Lexical RenewDevelopment of a Dena'ina Athabaskan Dictionary.

Chugach Heritage Foundation
More than Words: Use Life and Language of the Last Eyak Marie Smith, the last speaker of the Eyak language, is featured in a one-hour documentary discussing the threat of extinction of Alaska Native languages.
Society for Preservation of Haida Language
language Preservation Seminars Raix public awareness of Haida Language by bi-monthly seminars with demonstration of language, preservation of techniques, song, dance, literature and history.
Justyna Katclnikoff
Alutsiq/EngUsh - Yup'ik /English Texsbooks Plan for research and compilation of materials for the pro­duction of bilingual textbook for third grade students.
Chickaloon Village Traditional Council
Cultural ProjectA project to record and document traditional stories and language of Ahtna Athabaskan people of the Chickaloon area.
Alaska Native Language Center
SHANDAA In My LifetimeTranslate, transcribe and produce material developed from Belle Herbert interviews, oral or written in both Gwich’in and English covering late 1860s to present.
Anvik Historical Society
Drg A7 nj( Verb lessonsProject to make verbs of Deg Xinag, an Alaska Athabaskan language, usable in the community. Development of two sets of lessons to teach the verbs, one for children and one for adults.
Kenaitxe Indian Tribe
Readings from Kohtnugt'ana Qenaga Project videotaped 10 hours of readings from the book Kahtnugt'ana Qenaga by the two surviving tribal members who speak Dena'ina as a first language.
University of Alaska — Tok Campus
Alaska Nan re Bilingual Readers: Orasmg Literacy Materials 
in Alaska Name LanguagesPane) for the Bilingual Multicultural Education Equity Conference brings together tcachen to discuss the challenge involved in integrating Native narrative and Western education.
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) P u b l ic a t io n s

D uring (he past two decades, the Alaska Humanities Forum has supported publication of a rich variety of boob that contribute to a better understanding of Alaska. The purpose of our publications program is to publish marmal of importance to Alaskans that may not neces­sarily appeal to a wide audience in the Lower 48. Often pub­lications — especially scholarly ones — of import to Alaskans are too narrowly regional to sell elsewhere. Fornn grants are issued to non-profit publishers, typically university presses.
University of Washington Press 
Always Getting ReadyPhoto documentary of the yearly cyde of Yup’ik Eskimo villagers of the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.
University of Alaska Press
Tht Commune on College HiUPublication of a pictorial histoty of the University of AlaskaFairbanks.
Alaska Methodist University Press
Minus 31 and the Wind BlowingPublication includes speeches given under the AlaskaHumanities Forum auspices. Authors ate John Haines,Thomas LeDuc, Monroe Price, Walter Parker, RobertDure, Matgaret Muric, Joseph Meeker, William Woeixomand Gary Snyder.
Limestone Press
Rushan American PublicationsPublication of a scries of scholarly annotated translationsconaming Rutsian exploration and commerce in Alaska.
Stanford University Press 
Strier's ’Journal of a Voyage with Bering, 1741-1742 * Publication of a new translation by O.W. Frost of the dine journal of exploration by German naturalist Georg Stdlax.
Fairbanks Symphony Association
Forest Without Leaves John Haines and John AdamsWriting and publication of essays about poems and music
University of California Press
Catalogue Raisonne of tht Alaska Commercial Company at the
Lmit Museum of AnthropologyPublication of a book documenting a major collection ofEskimo, Aleut, Northwest Coast and Athabaskan artifacts.
University of Illinois Press
The Crooked SmrpipePublication of a hook tracing the history and cuurnt importance of Athabaskan fiddle music and square dancing in northeastern Alaska.

Tanana Yukon Historical Society
Facet of Alatka Book IIIInterviews with 15 older, diverse Alaskans give a glimpse of bistory through paintings, photographs and oral histories.
Rutgers University Press 
Eskimo Essay t: Yup Ik Wayt of Seeing and Being Seen Publication of anthropologist Ann Fienup-Riordan's book dealing with the “real people" as well as the Western stereo­type of the Yup’ik
The CIRI Foundation
A Place for WinterPublication of an oral history vrith photographs of the life of King Island tradition bearer Paul llulana.
University of Washington Press 
Journal o f an Aleutian YearReflections of Ethel Ross Oliver, a school teacher in the Aleutian islands during the World War II invasion and bombing by Japan.
Chugach Heritage Foundation 
Eyak Oral HutorietPublication of a book recorded by anthropologist Frederica de Lagutu in 1933 of the legendj of the Eyak Aihsbaslans of the Copper River Delta.
Alaska Pacific University Press
The Longest Story Ever Told: Qayaq the Magical Man Eskimo folktale from Bering Strait.
Gty of Huslia
Literacy. Print and Empowerment Continuation of desktop publication of die "Koyuluk River Exchange," a multi-village journal for acchange of ideas and examination of issues.
Alaska State Museums 
Sheldon Jackson Museum Centennial Celebration Publication of Faces Voices and Dreams, a catalogue of 13 schoiatly essays on holdings of the museum.
Alaska Historical Society
Pioneer Missionary to the Bering Strait Eskimo: Beiarmine 
I a Fortune. S.J.Derails life and observations of a Roman Catholic mission- aty in Nome area
Tanana Yukon Historical Society 
Early Education in AlaskaDocumentation of education in tcrmoriil and eitly state­hood days. Bibliography of miirruii gathered.
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F i lm  a n d  t h e  M e d i a

I n i sure as far-flung as Alaska, the media play a critical role in linking residents with one another. Here film, television and radio art used not merely for entertain­ment, but for informing and communicating about issues of vita] concern. The media in Alaska have also been used to capture ancient cultures and languages, and put into perspective our state’s history. Listed here are just a few of tlse many radio, video and film projects the Alaska Humanities Forum has funded since 1972.
KFSK Narrows Broadcasting, Inc.
Tain o f tht Great NorthA 26-week radio series featuring the works and voices of Alaska writers, poets and storytellers.
KYUK-TV
Uncle Sam t MenProduction of a short video about the Eskimos who served in Alaska's Territorial Guard. Video was shown during the Alaska At War conference. Work is continuing on a full- length documentary.
KTOO-TV
Communicating Acrvit Cultura A four-hour public radio and television series addresses cross-cultural communication with Father Michael CXeksa.
Independent Public TV
Alaska ReviewPublic affairs television program broadcast statewide explores Alaskan issues such as land and community issues, resource development, capital move, gold industry and Alaska artists.

Alaska Historical Society
Women of tht Alatka Territory: An Oral History Thirty minute television program focusing on the lives and experiences of Alaska women before World War II.
AfHnityfilms
Sea of OilA film focuses on the aftermath of the Exxon Valdez dA spill in relation to the community of Valdez.
Doyon Foundation
Profile o f a Champion; Horace Smoke, Sr.Profiles for TV and radio of a nr-jble Athabaskan from Stevens Village who was a champion sled dog racer for many years.
Rural Alaska Community Action Program
Tran of the RavenA film portraying the efforts among rural Alaskan villagers to •tern the epidemic rate of suicide among their young people.

Alaska Historical Society
Remembering the Reindeer Queen Video production of the life-story of Mary Antisariook. an Eskimo woman noted for her success in developing com- mcrcisJ reindeer herds.
University of Alaska Anchorage
Surviving in the CityVideotape on cultural diifenences between rural and urban Alaska aimed at helping rural Natives cope.
Alaska Public Radio Network
Exploring New Meaning!A 13-pan radio series for national distribution explores the meaning of community for Native people in Alaaka and in other states.
Capital Community Broadcasting 
Image andLikenestA half-hour TV program broadcast statewide explores the idea of computer literacy, the impact of technology on the individual and human relations.
Metlalatla Indian Community
Ttimshian Culture in Contemporary Alatka Videotape and transcription of 40 Tsinuhian stories and legends, using elden is principal rî ources.
Tanana Chiefs Conference, Inc.
Radio Interviewt - Alaska Native LeadershipFour radio programs made in cooperation with the AlaskaPublic Radio Network about Alaska Native leadership.
Film Arts Foundation 
A Matter of RespectVideo documentary on currant Tlingit cultural revitaliza­tion through dance, storytelling, language, subsistence activities and pod arches.
Alaska Pacific University 
No Word For RapeFilm for both urban and rural Alaskans dealing with the problem of rape in Alaska.
Cook Film s
Valdez 11:1976A 30 minute film explores die perceptions of Valdez resident! at the height of the impact of the tnns-Aluka otl pipeline activities.
Strong Center
Mindsng the Earth26 radio program interviews with international experts on a variety of environmental topics.
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P u b l ic  P o l ic y

he Alaska Humanities Fomm has long supported robust debate over public policy issues. A quick glance at some of the forums we have funded since our formation in 1972 provides a snapshot of Alaska's recent history: Early discussions of the Alaska Permanent Fund. The Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. Subsistence issues. Moving the Capitol. The Forum has not shied away from supporting discussions of contro­versial topics — pursuing instead a full and open dialogue on matters of public concern. Here is just a sample of some of the public policy projects the Forum has funded in the past two decades.
State Legislature’s Committee 
Permanent FundScholars in the humanities conduct an evening symposium to address concerns about creation of a state permanent fund.
Institute of Sodal, Economic and Government 
Research
Alaska i Constitution: Locking Backward, Looking Forward Examines the effectiveness of Alaska's Constitution in meet­ing people’s needs during the 20th anniversary of adoption by voters, and America's bicentennial.
Capitol Site Selection Committee
Planning a Ntw Capital CityThree-day planning conference addresses human aspects of master plan for sice selection for Alaska's proposed capital city.
Nunam Kitiutsisd
Subsistence CaucusThis two-day caucus for rural Alaskans discussed the definition of who is a subsistence user and what are the subsistence uses.
Alaska Federation of Natives
Village Law Mini-ConferenceConference addresses whether viilagc communities can pre­serve traditional methods of handling village justice prob­lems within sure and federal constitutions.
Alaska State Commission for Human Rights
Setting Policies for Establishing Local Human Fights 
CommissionsEstablish public dialogue between humanists, community representatives and the State Commission for Human Rights.
American Sodcty for Public Administration 
Planning for Sub-Arctic Community Three-day symposium. Issue: Is it structurally possible to retain Native culture within the framework of sate and federal government and ANCSA?

Visual Arts Center of Alaska
The Limits of Expression: Censorship and the Am Major public conference and a series of symposia on the subject of artistic expression and censorship.
National Alliance of Businessmen
Covemor't Conference on AItematii<et to Incarceration and 
Re-entryConference examines effective working models for correc­tions, existing facilities and alternative programs, costs and returns, and the public role and responsibility toward offenders and ex-offenders.
Abused Womens Aid in Crisis, Inc.
Workshop on “Violence in Alaska Communities *Four-day workshop to formulate strategies and recommen­dations regarding public policy and its influence on violence in Alaska.
Association of Village Council Presidents 
A VCP ConferenceCouncil presidents from the 56 member villages examine regional and legal approaches to land use planning and renewable resource development.
Interior Alaska Economic Development Council 
ThtSaftty Net— Where lilt*An effbrx by concerned citizens in Fairbanks to stimulate a community dialogue about social service needs.
Division of State Economic Opportunity
Urban Housing ConferenceThree-day conference on potential housing crisis in Alaska's urban centers and responsible action through public policy.
Anchorage Fellow’s hip of Churches 
Food, land and Alaska: Future Prospects and Possibilities Humanists explore the dynamics of food production, nutrition, distribution and food crisis, and the development of public policy.
Fairbanks Environmental Center 
Land Use and Future Transportation Perspective for 
Rural AlaskaSeminar for village people, academic humanists and plan­ners to raise value questions about transportation and land use planning.
Alaska Aquaculture Foundation 
Aquaculture ConferenceAquaculture's interrelation ship to land, and wise manage­ment of resources. Information on aquaculture, salmon ranching, environmental considerations.
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• Legitbuiie Aide Anchorage
Diane Carpenter President, Pacifica Institute Babel - - -  „
Rachel Crtig -  - ■In up ia i Ilitijunat Coordinator 1 Northwest Arctic Borough I Kotzebue
Robert Craig, Ph.D. Professor of Htltory 1 Alaska Pacific University ( Anchorage
April Crosbv, Ph.D.| Assittant to the President | University of AlaskaI Fairbanksi R. Holmes Johnson Physician ! Kodiak
Niilo Koponen. F.d.D. Former State Legislator '*' FairbanksI . Kathleen MeckelEducator
Fairbanks
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A L A S K A  H U M A N I T I E S  F O R U M

About the F o m

A l a s k a  is  a  l a n d  o f  g r e a t  h u m a n  r i c h n e s s  a n d  d i v e r s i t y . In almost every community in the state—whether a remote fishing village or a hurried urban center—Alaskans come face to face with contrasting cultures, values, purposes, and needs. The goal of the Alaska Humanities Forum is to create dialogue among Alaskans through the methods and perspectives of the humanities, and to allow residents to learn from one another through projects that explore what it means to be human.Since its creation in 1972, the Alaska Humanities Forum has awarded more than S7 million to non-profit organizations and individuals to engage in humanities projects of significance to Alaskans. These projects vary tremendously in topic and scope. Some of the projects the Forum funded in 1993 and 1994 include a multi-faceted program on prejudice, a video docu­mentary on the life of a Tlingit tradition-bcarer, a public forum on northern architecture, a planning session for a Yup'ik cultural center, and a conference on balancing jobs and the envi­ronment in Alaska.The Forum also serves Alaskans by sponsoring its own projects. The Forum offers a Speakers Bureau through which scholars, Native culture bearers, poets, and others travel throughout the state sharing their unique perspectives. In 1994. the Forum launched a major new project. Communities of Memory, enabling Alaskans to meet and share their thoughts and stories about their communities. The Forum also publishes a regular journal. Frame o f Reference, which includes articles on projects funded by the Forum, essays and scholarly reflections.
About the Humanities

The Alaska Humanities Forum is dedicated to cultivating the enjoyment of the humanities among Alaskans. The humanities include such disciplines as history, anthropology, linguistics, archaeology, philosophy and comparative religions. But the humanities do not just belong to scholars or academic institutions. They are rooted as well in the everyday experiences and con­cerns of individuals. The humanities are concerned with enduring human questions about the meaning of life, with making intellectual, moral and spiritual sense of the world.Projects funded by the Forum enable Alaskans to apply traditional wisdom to present con­cerns, search for a sense of personal identity and place, explore divergent points of view and engage in community-based discussions of publ.c policy. Through its works in partnership with museums, libraries, historical societies and other interested organizations, die Alaska Humanities Forum is by far the most important private source of financial support for humanities projects in Alaska.
Organization and Funding of the Forum

The Alaska Humanities Forum is a private, non-profit corporation affiliated with the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH). To support its work, the Forum depends on financial support from the NEH, grants from private corporations and foundations, and contri­butions from individuals.The Forum is guided by a 13 member State Committee, which is nude up of Alaskans from diverse walks of life and all regions of the state. The State Committee is divided between humanities scholars and members of the grnenl public. Three members are appointed by the governor. Members of the committee serve a three-year term, renewable once.



C h a i r ' s  R e p o r t

51 A P P R O A C H  T H E  E N D  O F  M Y  S E RVICE on the State Committee.! look upon the future with some awe and much trepidation. In the next decade, skans and our fellow Americans ire going to look to the wisdom brought by the humanities more than at any time since the end of World War II. More than ever, we will need a sense of national destiny, which only a common understanding of our heritage can provide. Even if that heritage is composed of a hundred or more different strands, it is absolutely vital to seek out those commonalities that create a sense of public purpose.The role of the United States as world caretaker is clearly defined. Events such as the conflicts in Haiti,Kuwait, Somalia, Rwanda, Panama and Grenada ate 
a--: the future for as far ahead as we can see. More than^ V r - - J  ever, Americans will need knowledge of the historyand culture of otheft. But most irnpottant of all, we Xj-pust work hJrvkaJb define our own history and culture, a cuItû OTt has become a kaleidoscope of I demands.i of the National

Iturc ot < vork \y'.
I - w k U U U I C ,  a CUitUqŷ pyi H A S  V X U

î Wt /> .conflicting exprcfln̂ s and dem * SWldon Hack<{̂ ? chairman
vEndownjent fur thejfununities, has called for aon what unites us as Americans. Walt Parker, Chairroject, Communities ofp show how the conversation could progress. In discussing es we hope to recall, and recreate, those times when gov- schools worked, and we shared common goals as Alaskans

n by the Forum three yean ago — to create a larger, more c about what Alaska is all about — is well under way. is off to a strong start and Communities of Memory has ons. A strong response to the Friends of the Humanities core of support and volunteers to expand our efforts, jpon Alaska’s future with trepidation? First, the material y Alaska's now-declining oil wcakh must be channeled e dialogues. One means could be. and should be, a rejuve- in the information age. Twenty years ago we were a world in distant education and distant health delivery. Now we ny other states and nations and are far back in the pick, ality, local area networks and all the other new means of meaningless without strong public purposes. If they serve they will improve life to some degree, but those who are to create the discords from which we suffer now. Using ate common goals would seem a hopeful path to pursue t doing enough.upon Alaska's future with awe? Because there are only c we have great public wealth, and because wc enjoy aricty, many things are possible in Alaska. The humanities of both future and past. And if wc apply them, we an t thar serves both the common and the separate needs of . I think, is worthy of both awe and hard work. ■



D i r e c t o r ’s  R e p o r t

Stret LinAbnk. Dirrttar

A
T ONE LEVEL. I HE DOCUMENT BEFORE YOl' is the report of an organization 
that is striving, in partnership with many others, to cultivate the humani­
ties in Alaska. At another level, it is a celebration of the intellectual and 

cultural life of i ur state, for in celehrating it sve also enlarge it.
This rcp< •( t gives only a pale reflection of the vitality of the humanities in 

Alaska. People in every corner of this great land arc awake to the diversity of
ideas and cultures, indigenous and otherwise, that 
quicken our lives here. For that we are fortunate, 
even blessed. Yet like many things in this young and 
sprasvling society, the humanities as a pan of our 
public life are still in their infancy. They require 
much nurturing, from people who arc dedicated to /  
the long-term health of our communities, to grow 
into the kind of human traditions that will sustain 
us for the long run.

For an area of its size and diversity, 
painfully short of the cultural add intel 
tutions — universities, think-tanfe, 
libraries, foundations and corporate 
would express and deepen a dis 
and hence provide us an intelle 
anchor in human history. The 

are like the stunted black spruce that dot our landscape, di 
shallow soils and buffeted by harsh conditions, yet alive to 
surrounds them.

.Alaska is very much a work in progress, a place where in 
tions, even for indigenous peoples, are still in rhcir formativ 
who truly make a difference here, whose influence lasts bey 
those who grasp the opportunity to plant seeds for the furu 
ties, that means supporting our research, renewing our lang 
documenting and articulating our history, filling our librari 
(with both materials and audiences), and. perhaps most of 
inquiry and analysis to give perspective and direction to ou 

We don't have enough opportunities in these anxious ti 
communities, to translate the strength of our past into the 
to create institutions and ideas that will outlast us and noun 
tions. We should make the most of these opportunities wha 
world that is awash in information and overwhelmed by ch 
and. more, to cultivate human wisdom that will give us rcsilie 
and power.

That is the promise of the huma- itics — history, litcratu; 
tional cultures and the like. That is why the Alaska Humani 
catcd to fostering ideas and inquiry throughout our stare — 
witness through the generations to the accomplishments of 
our cultures. For as John F. Kennedy said. "I am certain tha 
centuries has passed over our cities, we. too. will be remembi 
or defeats in battle or in politics, but for our contribution to'

Wc hope this document repons fairly on our pursuit of 
hope you will see fit to join us. ■

f t
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I m p a c t  O n  A la s k a

E a c h  y e a r .  t h e  A l a s k a  H u m a n i t i e s  F o r u m  makes an impressive impact on Alaska—both with dollars generated for humanities projects and the number of Alaskans reached by those projects. During 1993 and 1994. the Forum awarded 96 grants totaling S436.I69 to non-profit organizations and individuals throughout Alaska. Because each recipient matches or exceeds the amount awarded through a cost-share requirement, the full value of humanities endeavors during this two yea; period amounted to SI.460,415.But numbers can’t tell the whole story. The Forum's true impact must be assessed by its contribution to enriching the lives of Alaskans. The Forum strives to nurture humanities learning and education throughout

Alaska. It carries out this work on a grass-roots level, supporting the initiative and enthusiasm of local orga­nizations and making accessible the expertise of larger institutions such as universities, museums, libraries, professional associations, historical societies, arts coun­cils and civic clubs.The Alaska Humanities Forum challenges Alaskans to develop greater insight into ourselves and to find solutions to community problems. This challenge is met each year by a rich outpouring of ideas for research, public discussions, media projects, exhibits and publica­tions. Alaskans throughout the state benefit by attend­ing and participating in Forum-funded projects. In 1993 alone, more than 75,000 Alaskans viewed, read or engaged in projects supported by the Forum.The Forum believes that knowledge about this spe­cial place is often best captured by the people who live here. The diverse range of projects funded by the Forum reflects Alaska’s remarkable array of interests and cultures. For example, in 1993 and 1994. the Forum funded a statewide conference on “Alaska at War." an oral history project about Filipino-American interactions, a book on Athabaskao fiddle music, a program for African-American students, a series of public readings by writers, and a radio and television series on multi-cul- turalism by a Russian-Orthodox priest.The Alaska Humanities Forum seeks to fur.d as many proposals as possible.In 1993 and 1994, the Forum awarded 67 out of 116 projects proposed. In addition 29 mini-grants were awarded.
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N e w  D i r e c t i o n s

In 1993 and 1994, the Alaska Humanities
ForI'M began a journey in new directions.

Building upon its strong grant program, the Forum initiated Four new programs to extend the humanities to more Alaskans. These programs include the Speakers Bureau, Communities of Memory, Frame of 
Reference and Friends of the Huminities.
Speakers Bureau

A speakers bureau brings to life the work and thoughts of people engaged in the humanirics through­out the state. In March 1994, the Alaska Humanities Forum selected 20 thought-provoking speakers — schol­ars, culture bearers, journalists, folklorists, storytellers and other humanists —to participate in the bureau.These speakers travel to communities throughout the state, sponsored by adult non-profit organizations such as museums, libraries, senior centers, community groups and professional associations. Eligible non­profit groups may apply for a speaker and select from an array of topics. The programs arc free to the spon­sor; the Forum pays the speakers honorarium and trav­el expenses.To bring this program to Alaskans in remote sites, the Forum has begun to look into offering interactive video conferences. Such conferences would allow resi­dents in distant communities to participate in presenta­tions given at rural or urban centers, while also helping to reduce the programs overall travel costs.The speakers represent the wealth and breadth of Alaska's humanities knowledge.In total, the speakers have developed 56 different pre­sentations covering 13 humanities disciplines. Sample programs include: "American Originals: New Music in the New World:" "Alaskan Images in Film: Hollywood Looks at the Great Land;" and Why Isn’t Indiana Jones a Good .Archaeologist?" For a complete Speakers Bureau catalog, please contact the Forum office.

Composer John Luther Adams. 4 Humanities Forum ifetker, thoum 
hm  ret or d inj natural teundt fo r kit A Luka Soundttape Project.

Speakers for 1994-1996

» John Active, Bethel - Yup’ik translator, writer, producer
i John Luther Adams, Fairbanks - Composer
► Jerry Brigham. Fairbanks • Joumalim & AssociateProfnsor of Broadcasting
i Carol Dee Anchorage - Bilingual guide
i Leslie Ley land Fields, Kodiak - Poet, writer, educator
i O.W. “Jack" Frost, Ph.D. Anchorage -A'aka Historian
i Susan Johnson, Ph.D. .Anchorage - Author, Sonologist
Thomas Brooks Jones, .Anchorage - Attorney, law teccher
Lucy Jones-Sparck. Bethel - Associate Professor o fBehavioral Science
Lisa Kcmmerer, Anchorage - Professor of Philosophy
Michael Kxauss, Ph.D. Fairbanks - Professor o f

L in g u is t i c s

Jama Liszka. Ph.D, Anchorage - Profnsor of Philosophy
Richard McClear, Sitka • Management Consultant
Suzi McClear, Sitka - Radio Producer
James Mullet, Ph.D. Anchorage - Profnsor of Political

Science

Sheila Nickerson, Ph. D, Juneau • Poet laureate and unset 
Kenneth Schoenberg, Ph.D. Anchorage ■ Anhaeologtsx 
Barbara Svamv Carlson. Anchorage • L’nangan storyteller 
Barbara WaJIant. Anchorage • Administrator, storyteller 
John Whitehead, Ph.D. College • Professor of History

rV



Communities of Memory

M.inv Alaskans believe their tosvns and villages have reached a moment of crisis. The communities of Alaska seem to be fragmenting into groups of uncon­nected people who have no sense of a common past or future. Through a project entitled Communities of Memory, the Alaska Humanities Forum has opened a dialogue on the issue of community.Communities of Memory is a four-year storytelling project i esigned to bring residents of an area together to share their stories and memories of their communi­ty. The stories may range from descriptions of local customs to thoughts about how the community has evolved to legends that have been passed down through the generations. The storytelling process takes place over a several day period, is guided by a moderator, and is recorded for archival purposes. Because the discus­sion may contain sacred myths from Native cultures or personal vignettes, permission will be obtained by the storytellers before any recording is made public. Eventually, stories will be shared throughout Alaska through publications, media productions, dramatic presentations or computer-based projects.The intent of the Communities of Memory project is to allow Alaskans to learn from each other and build a more tangible sense of community through shared experiences. The Communities of Memory project also will help build stronger ties throughout the state by enabling Alaskans of varying regions to learn about the state's many cultures, histories and challenges.

In April 1994, the Alaska Humanities Forum kicked off its Communities of Memory project by holding a pilot symposium in the community of Wasilla. For live days, residents gathered to reflect on the history and character of Wasilla. They looked at the place as a community that has changed through time — from before World War II to the present. A group of resi­dents met after the symposium to plan ways to contin­ue the process, and is now at work indexing, transcrib­ing, and archiving recorded stories and oral histories.The Alaska Humanities Forum is planning for simi­lar storytelling symposia in ten other communities over the next three years. These sites include Kotzebue, Nome. Bethel, Fort Yukon, Juneau, Ketchikan, Unalaska, Fairbanks, Kenai/Soldotna and Homer.A separate project along similar lines will be cor acted in Anchorage.
Frame of Reference

Frame of Reference is the Alaska Humanities Forum newsletter/journal that provides thoughtful analysis and commentary on a variety of topics pertaining to Alaska and the humanities. In 1993. the Stare Committee decided to revitalize the journal by upgrad ing its look and increasing its publication schedule.The May 1993 issue emerged with a new design and format. The new Frame contains analysis of cur­rent issues facing our state; scholarly reflections on humanities topics, commentary on cultural and social
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trends, excerpts from books or journals, information on Forum projects and notes on other humanities events in the state.The February 1994 issue, for example, contained an essay by folklorist Susan Fair based on a design lecture about light and space; excerpts from two speeches, one from Tlingit anthropologist Rosita Worl and one from the National Endowment for the Humanities Chair Sheldon Hackney; brief meditations on writing and on myths; a description of recent Forum grants and other news about Forum activities. Frame o f Reference circulates about 5,000 copies per issue.
Friends of the Humanities

In 1993. the Alaska Humanities Forum created a Friends of the Humanities membership organization. The membership group provides an avenue for Alaskans to more fully participate in the Forum and the humanities through project assistance, volunteer opportunities and financial contributions. In addition. Friends comprise an imponant constituency group by helping demonstrate broad-based support of the humanities.Each Friend receives a Friends of the Humanities quarterly newsletter. Frame o f Reference, and a 20th anniversary celebration poster featuring a James Barker photograph. In addition, the first 500 charter mem­bers of Friends receive a hardbound copy of ALuka. 
Reflecnow o f Land and Spirit, edited by Robert Hedin and Gary Holthaus. Future plans for Friends include special events and select presentations for members.In the short time since Friends of the Humanities was formed, membership in the group has grown expo­nentially. Close to 200 Alaskans from throughout the state have |oincd the Friends and contributed SI 1.500

Winter Solitice Moonriic. Judd Like. Alaika. fraturtd in the 
February I99d time of Frame of Rrftrmce.

to the Alaska Humanities Forum. These funds arc eligible to be matched by the National Endowment for the Flumanities on a 1-for-l basis; hence Friends memberships can double the money donated to public humanities programming. The Forum, grateful for each Friend it i,takes, acknowledges new members in its Friends of the Humanities newsletter.



C o m p e i i t i v e  G r a n t s

U SING UNO* mOMDED BY THE NATIONAL Endowment of the Humanities. chc Alaska Humanities Forum award* grants to non-profit groups, individual* and ad-hoc group* involved in humanitic* protect*. Each year, the topics and format* of the protect* vary tremendously. However, all grant projecr* share a common thread of bringing the excite- ment and wonder of the humanities — be it history, literature, traditional culture* or other field* of study — to the people of Alaika.\Xrith limited grant funds, the Forum endcav-or* to support a* many high-qualiry public protect* a* possi­ble. The Forum favor* projects that are developed through local initiative and address local concern*, pro­mote cross-cultural undemanding, advance scholar­ship. reach broad audience*, have lasting impact, and incorporate the Forum'* state theme.
Stale Theme

To provide focu* to the gum nuking process, the Forum develop* a multi year Mate theme. The current Mate theme i* "Strengthening Community. Exploring for Meaning." Tbit rheme grows our of a long-standing inter­est of the Forum to address Alaskans’ sente of disintegra­tion of community in their villages, towns and cities. The Forum pm added weight to projects that interpret this theme by identifying tiui-t of community concern, devel­oping a better undemanding of local needs, and esplonng ways to bolster Alaska communities
General Grant Guidelines

The Alaska Humanities Forum encourages proposals from Alaskans in all walka of Idir. however, funded proposals must men funding cntena. These criteria include: demon­stration that a discipline of the humanities is central to the protect, involvement of hunurutm scholars, such at teach­ers. wntrrs. tradition brarrrt or riders; ability to match the Forum’s grant award through cash or in-kind donations, and demonstration of a public audience for the protect.
T^pesofProjeels

The Forum has structured its grants program so that it a flexible and responsive to the ideas of local communities all am AUiIll While the F< rum embraces pant propos­als that represent many different interests and formats, applicants should design their propossls under one of the following categories
•  P L A N N I N G  — Planning pants provide seed money for applicants to develop more comptcx propos­als to the Forum Planning pants are often used for

SnrJrta TrJ C+Uimi tm! FLdpkdtl /nh  f*ttHtfitlt «• * PdUtu 
frtfttt trmtnd' M A* Amktrtp Vunn »f Hurmy tnJ Art

consultation with humanities scholars, planning ses­sions with residents of various communities, and devel­opment of the proposal itself. These pants are avail­able to a maximum of 52.500.
• CONfEJlLNCLS — The Forum encourages propos­als for projects that bring people together in tmall and large poups to talk about humanities issuet. Public meetings such as seminars, discussion groups, work­shops and symposia qualify as conferences for funding purposes.
• RLSLUtCH — Research advances our knowledge of rhe humanities and lays the groundwork for future projects. The proposals most suitable for funding ire those that address topics and research methods of active concern to local communities.
• PuiUCATTONS — The Forum supports publica­tion of books that contribute to a better understanding of Alaska and its peoples. Grants are issued exclusively 

10 non-profit publishers, typically university presses.
• MEDIA — In a Mate as far-flung as Alaska, media projects are especially effective tools in communicating with a broad audience. The Forum welcomes proposals using television, radio, film or pnnt to eiploee humani­ties topso

Grant Cvelc4The Sore Committee considers mijor pint proposals twxe yearly, with deadlines of Mar I and October 15 Mini-pants of lets than 52.500 are considered throughout the year.For a complete grant guideline and application booklet, please contact the Forum office.



G ran ts Aw arded 1993 and 1994

Con femes I99J/I994

Vitit o f  Leonid Anisimov, Russian Theatre Direttor 
Department of Theatre i t  Diner. UAA
V'tnting director participates in panel discussions, ntiu d iu a . 
and Ifada workshops on Russian culture and theatre.
AHF: s i.io o  Match: s i .699

A History o f  Sovereignty on the Kenai Pen in tula
Homer Society of Natural History/Pratt Muieum
A combination of public lectures. dncuuiont and articles 
explores the issues o f sovereignty.
AHF: 59.000 MATCH: 513.229

Communicating Across Cultures in A laika
Kachemack Bav Branch. Keru. Pemmula College
A teminar conducted by the Very Reverend Michael Oieku. 
eiplorei Natrrt and raon-Naure world newt to improve cross- 
cultural comm-ucaaon 
AHF: 5700 MaTCH: 52.078

M idwifery a n d  Health Practices
Sugpiao Tribal Servicet
Anthropological presentations for a group o f maternal child 
health providers include training to record oral hiatonei on 
traditional midwifery and health care practices.
AHF: 55.192 MATCH: 57.358

Port Graham A lu tii/f Preterration 
Port Graham Village Cwancd
Participant! research and replicate dance clothes, bcntwood 
hiti and other articles historically worn by people of the area 
AHF: 53.000 MATCH: 53.000

C rottC uhuralism  a n d  Com m unity
Perseverance Theatre
Guest artists lead post show discussion on the 1992-93 play 
reading festivals
AHF: 53.892 M a tc h :  53.892

Xurstng in  the S o rth  
Elmer E. Rasmuson Library, L’AF
A traveling eihibrtson on Alaslu nurses and their role in 
nonhem health care coincides with the 1993 National 
Centennial Year of Public Health Nursing in the U i .
AHF 51.500 M a tc h  51.500

Yupul Yuraryarait • Yup ‘ik  Dance Festival 
Coastal Yukon Mason Assocutso.s
Naukanslu Eskimo dance groups from the ullages of I ’dcn 
and Lmer.nrj pamcipatt m an Eskimo dance festival.
AHF 53.182 MATCH: 5 5 J I8

Sitka Sym ponum  on H um an Values 
a n d  the VYnttrn W ord
Island Institute
The etpanded Tenth Anniversary Sitka Symposium includes 
an audio tape scries, anthology o f wnunp o f past faculty and 
partscipants. and she Visiting UV.tm Serves.
AHF: 515000 M a tc h  584.625

Yup ik  M ask EsJsikit 
Anchorage Museum Association
Anthropologist .Ann Ftenup-Rjoedaa trnrii to St. Mary's and 
Lethd to host a slide show of Yup ik masks and speak with 
local rrsadmtt about a future mask exhibit 
AHF 52.440 Match 52.500

P tactfu l S ttg h h o n
Northwest Arctic Borough School Distract
Seaadrrsts (earn about the kiuvtv culture, pogftfbr. and lan­
guages of Ruaua. psnscviadr their Chukotkan neighbors
air ou the Bmng Strut
AHf 51 *20 U it o i  } )  000
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Bilingual M ulticultural Education Equity 
Conference
Pnnce William Sound Community College
Panel brings together tejchen and curriculum specialists who 
have demonstrated commitment to .Alaska Native narratives 
AHF S%5 M.srCH 5933
Lecture by Dr. Alexander Vaschenko 
ScaLaiki Heritage Foundation
Dr. Vaschenko, foremost editor and trantlatot of Native 
American literature in Russia, meets with community 
members in Fairbanks. Anchorage, and Juneau.
AHF: 5752 M ucin  5410

Communication in History
.Uasiu Historical Soctetv
Students leatn how to communicate the lessons of history 
through their writings. displays, performances and media projects. 
•AHF: 51.000 M u c h :  56.852

The H um am ttei: A Critical/Historical Approach 
Fsubanks Am Association
A teachers' institute assists m developing educators' skills m 
using matenal from the am and humanities to hdp students 
explore vexing questions when there is no 'right answer.* 
AHF $3,416 M a tc h :  $4,895

Designing fo r  Alaska: A Dialogue fo r  our Future 
Alaska Design Forum
Series of five lectures and dncuusoru enable Alaskan designers 
and the public to begin a dialogue on designing foe the future. 
AHF: $5,660  M a tc h :  58.285

ALuka S a tir e  Bilingual Readers: Creating Literacy 
Materials in  Alaska S a tir e  Languages 
L'mvemty o f Alaika Fairbanks • Tok Campus
Pand for die Bdmgual Muitxulntnl Education Lqumr 
Conference brings together teachers to dacuu the challenge 
mvohed in integrating Natne nimavt and Western education 
AHF $1,920 M a tc h . $2,450

1994 Consortium o f  S o  rt h m t Publishers
JjumilttnV Broadcasting Dr, nment. UAF
Conference brings together rndrv iuait and bciunesaes assocat- 
rd with publishing
AHF 51.482 M a tc h .  56J37

S t sr D trcm ons in  S a tir e  A m rncan  I  hr a n t
Out North Theatre
A ooetautun cut reach and rducatsoo program supplements 
the Spwirr tt'unua Theatre resadrncy m Anchorage.
AHF 51.550 M u c h  57 0 5 0

Crossroads Alaska: Idue a lien Project
I'anerutv of Alaska Muieum
A travelrsg rxfubu with rducaoonal cum.p ner.u n ffom  the 
charrd heritage of Alaska and 5 heru
A H f 59 .000  M u c h  58.000

M atanuska-Susitna Storytelling
Willow Library Association
Storytellers o f vinous cultural backgrounds offer presenta­
tions to hdp budd bridges o f understanding among people. 
AHF 55.500 MaTCR 59.216

Preserving O ur Past fo r  Future Generations 
Kike TnbsJ Council
Stakeholders meet to identify appropnate subjects that cany 
out the misuon o f the Kike Tribal Henrage Foundation 
AHF 53.000 M a tc h :  56.359

Repatriation a n d  Beyond' S a tir e  Americans and  
American Museums 
Museum i Alaska
One-day rrmpouum bnnp tognher Name Amcnuni and 
museum scholars to present lectures on the repatriation of 
Nairn American husun remans and andkts font museums 
AHF 53.440 MaTOC 53.440

A Conference on W orld War II  in  Alaska
a n d  the Pacific Rim  
Alaska at Wu
A scholarly con Serena re examines the issues taulnng from 
war and conflict rn Alaska and the ?udu  Ram 
AHF 515.000 M a tc h .  5251.543



Anne Frank in  the World, 1929-1945: Picture a 
W orld W ithout Prejudice 
Temple Beth Shalom
Scholars and community members participate m a multi­
faceted project apJottng preptdsce. hdd in conpinason mth 
in intenuDoruJ ptsoco aLbitioa.
AHF: S I5.676 M a t c h  1153.748

The Spirit o f  H um an W ork 
The liund Institute
Five guest faculty men n  lead poroafsants in presents- 
qoas. dacussm u. and rradiftp.
AHF $” .250 Mu c h : 563.150

Mile by Mile, an exhibit p tn d n ttd  by ta r t  M arfan, lelti the 
iltry t f  the A frican-A m erican  lictipi u-l.n b u ilt thr Alaika  
Hifbuucy. In  I99J. thn exhibit uai thru n at ib t  I 'm tafon

Yuut Yuyurait Center
Association o f Village Council Presidents. Inc.
Yup'ik elders from throughout the Yukon Kutkokwim Delta 
region join with cultural programming professionals and 
tdsolars to design and plan cultural programs and activities 
for a new cultural center.
AHF: S 10.887 M U CH : 558.300

Heritage Discovery Week
Blatchley Middle School
A week at school focuses on European ianiiisince culture, 
lit. social values, dress and behavior.
AHF 54.500 MaTCH: $35,322

M idnight Sun  Writers Seriei
English Department. UAF
Three visiting writers. Jack Butler. Stott Ruitell Sanden. and 
Lnda Hogan vuit Fairbanks and other Alaskan cities to read 
from their work and present lectures.
AHF 5825 M a t c h  $16,875

C om m unity Development Plant a n d  Wnrkthopt
Anchorage Neighborhood Housing Services. Inc
Commurury improvement committees assist residents in 
Fainsew and Muldoon us developing ccmmunity plans.
AHF: 52.500 M a t c h  $14,555

Storytelling fo r  Young Children 
Alaska Library Association
Adults who work with children ciplore uorytrlLng as a way 
to enhance children's appreciation of muln-culruralnm 
AHF: 52.450 MATCH: 53.450

H taren on Earth: Orthodox Treasures o f  Siberia 
a n d  S o n h  America  
Anchorage Museum Association
NUiof ohdxt features Otthodos liturgical ut gathered from 
Scbena. Alaska. Canada and the continents ited States 
AHF 52.500 M aTCH  542.625

History, 
despite its 
wrenching 
pain, cannot 
be unliied, 
but i f  faced 
with 
courage, 
need not be 
Hied again.

— Maya
Angelou

B t

m k

f i n

The Mature o f  C om m unity - Exploring 
Connections to landscape
Homer Society of Natural HtttoryVPrait Museum
Through public Iccrurrv docsatwam. amt'cs and workshop*, 
the ‘ Nars-it of Community* u esplorri 
AHF 59.000 M a tc h .  5 I4 J10

Theatre as a Tool Toward Understanding Valuei. 
Diversity and  Public Policy
Out North Theatre Compunv
A prr performance lecture and pmt performance docusuoo 
explore the titue o f rrpnwtucrne rights of women
AHf 52.150 M s to s  5 ia5 0 0

A Writer V Residency 
English Depan men t. L AA
One week residency foe writer. Patricia Hampl includes 
three major public events.
AHF 51.000 MATCH: 51.461

1994 History D ay in  Alaska 
Masks Historical Society
Students throughout Alaska explore topics rrlatrd to the 
annual theme. "Geography in Hw»rv People Places 
Tune ‘
AHF 51.000 Match $5 000
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Designing fo r  Alaska: International Solutions fo r  a 
Northern Climate
Al«lu Design Forum
A serie* of events expose Alaluni to innovative work being 
Jone in northern climate* by architect*, design professional 
and artist* from around the world.
AHF: S4.000 MaTCH: SI 1.190

Ways to Talk About the la n d :
Sheldon Museum hi Cultural Center
Three public meetings, a four pan radio series and newspaper 
article* focus on the way* writers and speakers defend their 
values about land use 
AHF: 58.000 MaTCH: 58,725

The Alaskan U trrature Symposium  
Alaska Center for the Book
Symposium honor* Alaslun writer* and author* through 
workshop*, panels, and pnnt materials.
AHF: 52.500 MaTCH: 57.000

Socratie Seminars 
University o f Alaska Southeast
Two-dav training session trains faculty member* in the use o f 
Socratic seminar*.
AHF: $ 1.700 Ma t c h : 53.090

Encounter: The Tlingits Discover George Vancouver 
Alaska State Museum
Four one- hour uornefling petfbmuncB and audkner docusaona 
AHF: 53.500 MaTCH: 510.912

Exploration in  the North Pacific. 1741-1805
Cook Inlet Historical Society
Symposium addresses European eiplorarion of Alaska on the 
occasion of the 200th anniversary of George Vancouver's ripe- 
ditiofl to the North Pacific.
A H F 52 500 M aTCH: 566.100

H aving it  AIL A  Healthy Environm ent a n d  Jobs 
Alaska Common Ground
Conference participants consider sustainable development and 
the way* envuor menu] and economic objectives can be urnsd- 
taneouilv achieved us Southeast Alaska .
A H F: 51.963 M a tch : 529.400

Planning Grants 1993/1994
Passage Players Planning
Joan Marie Brooks
Artistic director meet* «mh community leaden, educator* and 
historian* o f Southeast Alaska to acquaint them with the con­
cept of an oral hntoey theatre project.
AHF 52.500 MaTCH. 52.500

Planning a Gathering a t Nucheit
Chugach Heritage Foundation
A planning meeting for Native elden and youth in the old vil­
lage o f Nuchek to discuss a spirit camp for youth, training in 
the techniques of archaeological excavations, stabilisation o f 
the Native/Rustian cemetery, and the development o f a cul­
tural center.
AHF: 52.450 MaTCH: 53.000

Exploration in  Alaska, 1741-1805
Cook Inlet Historical Society
Planning of 1994 Commemoration of George Vancouver's 
1794 exploration o f Alaska.
AHF: 52.500 MATCH: 513.881

TatitUk Elders- Youth Conference
Titidek Village IRA Council
A steering committee formed to plan conference and spine 
camp focuses on the culture, tradition*. and values of the 
Alutiiq people of the Chugach region.
.AHF: 52.500 M a tc h :  52.500

Working Together a nd  Rediscovering the History 
City o f Wasilla
Research of historic land uses and settlement pattrmt of the 
Knik People, the Dena'ina of Upper Cook Inlet.
AHF: 52.500 MaTCH: $4,049

Sutton O ld  Timers: Change in she Valley
Alpine Historical Society
Plan for creation o f »n -ahibit based on interview* 
member* o f the Old 1 uner* Hall t/Ftme.
AHF: 52.265 M a tc h .  : 2.265

Research Grants 1993/1994
Lsfi Story o fM a ry  Tall mount,
.Alaika Polar Region* Archives. Ml

Research and oral hatory irtcrricw*
Tailmountain's life story.
AHF: $9,691 M a tc h :  J fl.425

Konsag In u it Materials in  Russian Archives 
Museums. 1763-1793  
Glynn R. deV. Barren
Research in Moscow md St. Petersburg to locate, describe 
translate archival manuscripts on die earliest European evi­
dence fee the Konug Inuit people of Kodiak Island.
AHF 52,145 M atch: 52,145
An Oral History o f  ftlipino-Ameruan Interaction
Chuck Thompson
Research and publication protect to compile an oral hatory of 
persona) and cultural interaction between Ftltpmo* and non- 
F Jipmo Amen uni, both m the Republic of the Philippines 
and Alaika
AHF 55J05 M a tc h  55.370



Students from  StrUer A h rm a ln r  School iralk prut the i f  I f  illuminated p rn th  o f  the Anne Prank exhibit 
in the Anchorage M u u u m  o f  H ittorj and  A n .

Catalogue Raisonnt o f  the Alaska Commercial 
Company Collection a t the Lowir Museum o f  
Anthropology
University ofCalifornia Press
Production o f a catalogue (hat identities, describes and 
provides Native Alaskan names o f the 2.200 artifact* in rise 
museum collection.
AHF: $6,614 MATCH: $15,371

Discovering Alaskans o f  the Gold Rush Era 
Alaska Historical Society
The names and experience* of Alaskan* who armed during 
the Gold Rush are compiled in a historical loource index 
and electrep ; database.

^ \H F : $1^4/0 MaTCH: $1,200

\ 9ah  dm Traditions o f  the Lim e Vil 
ftiso lK  Russell

Village D ena’ina  

non o f salm r * tithing traditions and local spnng

Matcw- $7,200 
s
view
Center

Dcna'ma Athabasiun dictionary.
MaTCH: $2,371

ling it Collections tn  St. Petersburg: A  
Basketry Collection 

deV. Baiun
involve* examining, describing, and photographing 

fcjt artifact* and aruxuted nunusenpts in Russia and 
rorua; and transcribing relevant tnventones in St. 

Petersburg
.AHF $2,190 Match $2,190

Susie Williams, Preserving t in  Life History o f  A n  
Im portant Elder
Institute of Arctic Biology. UAF
Research to develop materials fot t  book length life history 
of this Athabaskan elder from the Koyukuk Run rtgum

Denaiteya Ina Yuga' (O ur Grandfathers' Pictures) 
Elmer E. Rasmuson Library, UAF
Research identifies individuals and location* in archival pho­
tographs wtth the aatutance of Athabaskan elder*.
AHF: $4,725 MATCH: $6,575

History o f  C apital Punishment in  Territorial 
Alaska. 1900-1957  
Alaska Native Justice Center
Oral history to interview and record persons with fim-hand 
knowledge of the 1956 abolition law. final capital tnals and 
hangings during territorial dayi.
AHF: $4,500 MATCH: $12,330

/  Thank You to Listen: Alaska N ative Elders 
Talk to Students,
Alaska Native Studies Department. UAF
Research indudes index: ng and cataloguing 12 5 hours o f 
aped classroom discussions with 19 Alatlun Name elders.
AHF: $5,000 M a tc h :  $5,000

Calendar o f  the Records o f  the Russian-American 
Company, Phase l \ r
History Department. UAF
Index of correspondence by manager* o f the Russian- 
America Company in the early 19th century.
AHF $10,000 MaTCH: $10,000

The Aluttisf Eshnogr jyt'-ie Bibliography Project 
Koduk Af t  Native Association
Annotated bibliography of contemporary Alutuq cthnt 
graphic matenait including books, journal arades, reports, 
tape* and n  icos.
AHF $8,160 Match $8,160

Ayuauctlhat N a rrsn re  Project
Lower Kuskokwvm School District
Collection, documentation and publication o f the mdige 
nous oral namnvrs of the am served bv the Lower 
Kwkokwtm School Disuses



U7, m il 
open again 
this contain­
er o f  wisdom 

left in our 
cart.

— George
Davis,
Tlingit Elder

Hirnmelheber Translation
Ann Fienup-Riordan
Research involvn translating, editing and preparing For 
publication two publications by Hans Hirnmelheber con­
cerning the oral tradition and ceremonies o f the people of 
Numvak.
AHF: 52.118 MATCH: 52.500

N univak Island Cup 'ig Language Dictionary
Mekoryuk IRA Council
Development of Cup'ig dictionary in useful Cup'ig-English 
format for use on Nunivak Island.
AHF: 54.800 MaTCH: 534.685

Deg Xinag Verb Lesions
Anvik Histotical Society
Development of verb lessons of Deg Xinag, an Alaska 
Athabaskan language.
AHF: $5,875 MaTCH: $6,765

Frederica de Laguna Photo-documentary Project 
Alaska State Library
Production o f a catalogue with captions o f annotated pho­
tographs taken by Dr. de Laguna, an anthropologist who 
worked in Alaska from 1930 to the present.
AHF: $10,000 Match: $16,505

Spring Fishing Traditions o f  the Lime Village 
Derta 'ina
Priscilla Russell
Documentation of ipting fishing traditions.
AHF $1,500 M atch: 51.600

A Search fo r  Identity: The Recent Heritage o f  the 
Kenai Dena 'ina
Keruiue Indian Tube
Documentation of the Kenai Dena'ina history from 1920 
to present through personal interviews o f appronmateiy 
30 elders.
AHF: $96? Match: $967

Indexing o f  Wrangell Newtpapen. 1898-1950  
Pastkia A. Neil
Index of Wrangell newspapers by subject and chronology, 
including a separate 'people* alei noting b*nhs. deaths, 
and marnaga.
AHF $1,000 M atch: $5,700
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Publication Grants 1993/1994
Always Getting Ready
University o f Washington Press
Photodocumcmary o f the yearly cycle of Yupik Eskimo 
villagers of the Yukon-Kustokwim Delta with accompany- 
irg ttit
AMF $13,000 Match $60,600

The ndmet o f  people who drrireil Aunng the GolA Ruth jre  
hemx (om pilej in 4 eU u heue by the ALuiw H utoruol Society.

Achieving N ew  Understandings, A Crouroadt 
Alaska Program
Homer Society of Natural History
Pratt Museum, staff, educators and community members 
join together to create educational programs associated with 
the traveling exhibit ‘ Crossroads Alaska."
AHF: $1,211 Match: $2,422

Remarks a n d  Observations on a Voyage A round  
the W orldfrom  1803 to 1807  
Limestone Press
Volume 41 of the Alaska History Senes.
AHF: $4,500 Match : $4,500

The Crooked Stovepipe
University o f Illinois Press
Athabaskan fiddle music and square dancing in Northwest 
Alaska and North wot Canada.
AHF: $10,340 MaTCH: $10,340

Proceeding o f  the Conference o f  Tlingit Tribes 
a n d  Clans
Sitka Tribe of .Alaska
Published proceedinp o f the first Conference of Tlinpt 
Tnbes and Clans heM in May. 1993- 
AHF: $4,100 Match $4,100

Faces o f  Alaska Book I II  
Tanaru Yukon Historical Society
Interviews with 15 older, diverse Alaskans eve a glimpse of 
history through paintings, photographs and oral ntsrona. 
AHF; $9,666 MaTCH: $37,217

Fellow Travelers Exhibit Catalog
Anchorge Museum of History 6C Art
Production of t  catalog foe a contemporary an exhibition 
AHF $2,000 Match: $2,000



Fairbanks - A Livable Living Com m unity 
Festival Fairbanks
Exhibit of photographs by pioneer .Alaska photographer 
AlbertJ. Johnson highlights the rapid changes occurring in 
Fairbanks in the early 20th century,
AHF: $5,125 MaTCH: $3,625

The Dtnakkanaaga EUert a n d  Youth Conftrenee 
Denakkanaaga
Documentary o f The Swth Annual Denakkanaaga Elders 
and Youth Conference.
AHF: $3,500 Match: $8,860

This Land is Your Land
Central Council of Tlingit i i Haida Indian Tribes
of .Alaska
The story of Southeast Alaska Nativa' struggles for civil 
rights and land-claims settlement is told in this documentary 
him and teachers' guide 
AHF: $24,750 MaTCH: $30,000

The L ift a n d  Work o f  Austin  H am m ond  
Sealaska Heritage Foundation
A documentaiy film features the life o f the late Tlingit tradi- 
tion beartr. Austin Hammond 
AHF: $12,696 Match: $18,710

Stories o f  the Archaic Periphery 
Kenaitte Indian Tribe. IRA
A one-hour radio program features stones by the late 
Dena'ina Athabaskan elder. Peter Kolifomsky.
AHF: $5,830 MaTCH: $6,482

More Than Words: The Life a n d  language o f  the 
Last Eyak
Chugach Heritage Foundation
Mane Smith, the last speaker o f the Eyak language, is fea­
tured m a one-hour documentary discussing the threat o f 
extinction of Alaska Native languages.
AHF: $5,000 MaTCH: $15,888

Spirit o f  the H um an Work 
Island Institute
Radio programs to enhance public participation in a week- — 
long series of community activities engages residents of Sitka 
and surrounding areas in dialogue about the theme.
AHF $2,500 M a ic h :  $5,040

Through Yup’i k  Eyes 
Film History Foundation
Film production explores Yup’ik culture through the person 
al observations and stories of Bethel resident. John Acttst. 
AHF $8 ,5 0 0  Match. $8,298

Media Grants 1991/1994
Tales o f  the Great North  
KFSK Narrows Broadcasting. Inc.
A 26-week radio series features the works and voices of 
Alasb writers, poets and story-tellers.
AHF: $8,000 Match: $25,237

U nde Sam's M en: The Eskimos o f  Alaska r
Territorial G uard
KYUK-TV
Acquisition o f source materials, archival film, photographs, 
documents and interviews for a ten-minute video presented 
at the Alasb at War Conference.
AHF: $1,200 MaTCH: $16.30!

CircumpoLsr Chronicles 
AJasb Public Radio Network
Support to plan a monthly radio production to be distrib­
uted via satellite in Alasb. Canada, and Greenland 
AHF: $2,500 MATCH: $7,891

Com m unicating Across Culturet 
KTOO-TV
A four-hour public radio and television series features cross- 
cultural consultant Father Michael Oleksa.
AHF: $15,000 MaTCH: $15,000

Yukon!Alaska G old Era 
.Alasb Public Television, Inc
A television series chronicles the political, social and eco­
nomic events o f post-Gvil War North America that created 
a population o f gold seekers.
AHF: $1,300 MaTCH: $1,300

Documentary F ilm  on the L ift o f  Pioneer Aviator. 
Ben Eielson
University o f Southern California
Development o f treatment for a bou ig documentary of 
Ben Eielson.
AHF: $2,500



A Look Ahead

B u i ld in g  o n  a le g a c y o f  22 yea rs s u p p o r t in g
(he humanities in our state, the Alaska 
Humanities Forum will strive in the years ahead 

to create more and stronger partnerships nurturing 
Alaska's intellectual and cultural life. These partner­
ships, as always, will take advantage o f  die creative 
energy and local wisdom o f hundreds o f  Alaska indi­
viduals. organizations, and communities. And, as they 
have the past 22 years, these partnerships will carry 
ideas, people, projects and financial support to 
wherever in A lasb they are needed most.

Financial strains on humanities activities arc 
increasing in A lasb  as elsewhere. Because federal 
funding is on the decline, the Forum will continue to 
seek funding partners —  both inside and outside the 
state —  to help sustain its efforts. Because 
Communities o f  Memory, Frame o f  Reference, and the 
new Speakers Bureau provide direct benefits to 
A lasbns in their communities, the Forum will ask 
companies, foundations, individuals, and community 
organizations to help support those programs with 
either cash o r in-kind support. In this way, the seed 
money provided by our annual federal grant will be 
extended and enhanced by the generosity, the vision, 
and the hope o f  A lasbns for a better future.

As our young state continues to mature, the Forum 
knows the wisdom and perspective o f  the humanities 
will be more, not less, important as time goes bv. And 
as the Forum reaches out ro generate the support and 
involvement o f  more A lasbns. the benefits o f  the

Thrrrid Ckdtlti. C im i 'i  Ddntt Ftmrdl. 
Btlktl. Phtltfrjph frdm lilt kdtk, A lw jy t 
Getting Reulv UprerrUiiurluu. s fukludhtn 
# / fk*t*ftdfkt dnj m i  by Jdmtl II. fidtktr. 
fundtJ kj tktAldikd Humdniltn Fdrum.
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humanities in Alaska will only increase. It is in the 
oldest and finest tradition o f  the North —  AJasbns 
working together to make sense o f the present and 
prepare for the future.

/Vs former State Committee Chair Alan Boraas 
wrote in February, 1994: “ Ideas, the cultural knowl­
edge o f our time, exist only because they are retold. 
Left to their own devices, ideas and poetry fall into 
disuse and disappear like dust in the wind. The conse­
quence o f not retelling, discussing, analyzing, and 
reinterpreting our history, our science, and our litera­
ture —  the stories o f  our time -  - is bigotry, hatred, 
and the worst o f  the seven deadly sins, s lo th .. . .  
Someone must tell the stories o f the cultures o f  A lasb, 
and some institution must provide the means for peo­
ple to do so."

That is the mission o f the Forum and its many 
partners in the years ahead.
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REVENUES:

Fundi provided by the National 
Endowment for the Humanities 

Contributions 
Interest and royalties

T otal Revenues

EXPENSES:
Program and administration 
Regrin ts

Total Expenses

E xc ess (d e f ic ie n c y )  o f  

Re v e n u e s  o v a  E xp en ses

Purchased equipment 
transferred to general fund

FUS'D BALANCE, beginning o f year

FUND BALANCE, end o f vcar

•ASSETS
Curnnt .Assets.

Cash

TOTAL CURRENT,ASSETS:

Equipment and Furniture at Cast. 
net o f accumulated 
depreciation o f  524.307

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE

Current Liabilities:
Accounts payable 
Deferred revenues

FOTAl CURRENT LIABILITIES 

FUND B.ALIVCE

G eneral

Fund

56.510
4.485

10.995

10.243
5.195

15.438

(4.443)

8.563

87.063

591.183

General
Fund

575.502

75.502

15.681

91.183

5 -0 -

G rant

Fund

5607,273
96.800

704.073

316,839
378.671

695.510

8.563

(8.563)

-0-

Grant
Fund

530.224

30.224

30.224

5 7.414 
22,810

30.224

91,183

Combined

5607.273
103.310

4.485

715.068

327.082
383.866

710.948

4.120

87.063

591.183

C ombined

5105.726

105.726

15.681

121.407

5 7.414 
22.810

30.224

91.183
591.183 530.224 5121.407



Frien d s o f the H u m an itie s

T hl Alaska Human itifa Forum is grateful to the 
following individuals, businesses and foundations 
for their support during the pust two years. Gifts 

to the Forum are tax deductible and arc matched by funds 
from the NationaJ Endowment for the Flumanitiex.

Anchorage Telephone Utility Fran Feinerman
ARCO Foundation Leslie l^yland Fields
Baker Jennings Films David Finkelstein
Burnett and Meyer Vic Fischer and Jane Angvik
Fairbanks Native Association Mark Foster
Friends of the Alaska State O.W. Frost

Museum Romy and Lavinia Gerould
Old Harbor Books Jim and Katy Gilmore
Ounalashka Corporation Patty Ginsburg 

lee Goodman
Edna Adrian Connie Graftts
Jean Anderson Madeleine Grant
Joan M. Antonson Jean Graves
Karen M. Arai Clifford Groh
Cenie Babb Dr. Ronald M. Grosh
Mr, and Mrs. Oliver Backlund Nancy Gross
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VOL' CAN SEE 
YOUR SHADOW... 
Folklorist Susan Fair 
discusses the Anchorage 
visit of mtnronmenul 
artist lames Tumlland 
honors our winter tight
— Pages I, 5-6

THE WORK OF 
THE DREAMER 
ALtn Boraas, 
anthropologist and 
chair of the Forum, 
refletst on the work of 
hunsnisa as he steps 
down from tht com- 
msttee after six years. 
-Page 2 }

RECENT FORUM 
GRANTS
Thirty-one projects 
were funded during 
the 1993 summer and 
fall meetings.
-Page (y 7

HACKNEY ic WORL 
From opposite sides 
of tht continent,
NEH Chairman 
Sheldon Hackney and 
Thngs: anthropologist 
Rotsta Worl discuss 
multicsdeuralism, 
differing ideologies, 
and the humanities.
-Page 8-9

CALL FOR 
LEAKERS 
The Alaska 
Humanstiei Forum 
launches a new 
lUleuide program, 
inviting speakers 
upamtspau.
-Page 14

MAKING FRIENDS 
Our membership is 
grusng strong

Page IS

“ Y o u  C a n  S e e  Y o u r  S h a d o w  F r o m  t h e  L i g h t  

o f  V e n u s  A l o n e ”  s ^ „  w . f^

T T 7 T T N T E R : O ur light has spiraled down five 
\  A /  m'nu,CI an(  ̂ a day. *Pun silently V V through the cycle o f  the year toward the 

inevitable sobtice. and now it is beyond the darkest 
time. We do this together, sometimes experiencing 
the changing light as a kind o f  numbness; a cyclical 
death which transforms us as wc wait for the minutes 
to tum the slow comer and deliver us into the frenetic 
fish-around-the-clock brilliance o f  summer. We must 
icmind ourselves that sometimes the most beautiful 
light is delivered hcte at the lowest angles, during only 
a brief time, usually in December. W ork too hard, 
drive ,oo fast, watch too many movies, leave tc .. for 
the holidays, and you rr y miss it.

I f  the season's clusiveneu o f  sunlight weigh-, i.eav- 
ily on you. reflect hard on James Turrell’s lyrical com­
ment about the light o f Venus. For in the celestial 
vault o f Roden Crater, his northern Axirona volcano— 
yet. his volcano— you won’t wait for light to happen.

don't need to arrive just in time to witness spectacular, 
particular celestial events. You can see your shadow 
from the light o f Venus alone. The light, i f  you can 
imagine it. o f  Venus. Alone.

Turreli, an environmental artist (so nc viewers call 
him a vernacular artist) icriaJ cartographer, professional 
pilot, conservator and i . arer o f  classic -mall aircraft, 
and recipient o f a MacArthur Fellowship for his creative 
work, lives in Flagstaff, Arirona. another light-charged, 
grand-scale mountainous place. In TurtclJ's view, as in 
his an. light itself is an object, the form o f the sky is 
malleable, and infinity i< anything but shapeless.

"When looking into the day sky from an unobstruct­
ed plane,* he wntes, *it can be noticed that the space o f 
the sky is not infinite but has a definite shape. This is 
what is referred to as the celestial vault. The perceived 
shape is different standing compared to lying down.*

By the time you read this, the nadir o f w inter will 
have been marked and pre- ( k o n t i n u t d  on page 4 f

m o m . ■

Winter Sobtice Moonrise, Judd take, Alaska.
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—ALm Boroos

i

N ovember 5,1993 was the next-to-last 
day o f  my final meeting as a board 
member o f the Alaska Humanities 

Forum. The board and staff had been meet­
ing all day in Homer talking business and 
carrying out the work o f the Fotutn. After a 
long day o f  talk. I needed to 
get away. I put on my jogging 
clothes and went fo r a run on 
the Homer Spit, a slim finger o f 
glacial gravel, beach sand and 
highway riprap that reaches five 
miles out into Kachcmak Bay.
T he  D ena 'in a  A thabaskans 
called the Spit U tin tun,' which 
means “ extends into the dis­
tance." The weather was cool, 
the breeze was fresh, the tide was 
out, and the sand, for the most 
part, was firm . The setting sun 
gave an amber glow to the hour.

As I ran. 1 thought about 
the work o f  the Forum. I knew I 
would be asked the next day to say 
something about my six yean on 
the board . People who th ink 
deeply like to hear something pro­
found. and the prospect o f saying 
something meaningful frightened 
me. My thoughts turned inward, 
roving randomly across an array o f 
people, events, and ideas that had 
been my experience with the 
Alaska Humanities Forum. My 
survey o f thoughts and emotions 
synchronized with the breaking 
surf and the stride o f my run. but 
my mind was disorganized. My thoughts kept 
itzaytng from die sub|ccr at hand —  drifting, 
wandering, rambling, scanning synapses, 
searching fo r something to say that would 
dearly rev eal the work o f the Forum.

I had heard that phrase a hundred times 
in my yean on the board —  "the work o f the 
Forum." The phrase was used reverently, as a 
kind o f lituigtcal chani to describe the nobility 
ofourelTorr. One might hrat. "This project

certainly captures the work o f the Forum," or 
“We must be mindful o f the work o f the 
Forum." On I ran. my mind whirring and 
turning, starting and stopping, like a computer 
hard-drivc searching for an obscure bit o f data. 
Then an eagle soared by, and shortly thereafter 

my brain centered on some­
thing mv friend Peter 
Kalifornskv said just before he 
died. I had found an idea to 
dwell on.

»/
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Peter K iltfo m ik j

L IKE  N O  O T H E R  
PERSON I HAVE 
EVER KN O W N . 

PETER BEL IEVED  
TH AT  IDEAS. 

TH E  STUFF OF 
A TT ITU D ES  A N D  
A CT IONS . HAVE 

PO W ERFUL 
CONSEQUENCES .

1
Peter Kalifornskv was a 

Dena'ina writer and elder. I 
j  had helped to edit hi* collcc-
I tion o f Dena ina stories, A
!J Dena'ina Legacy, K il'egi 

Sukdu, published in 1991.*’ 1
II visited him at home a short 

time before his death last sum-
: met. Cancer had spread 

through his body; he had 
already lived much longer than 
the doctors had predicted. I felt I 
needed to tell Peter how much 
his friendship meant to me. I sat 
beside aim on his bed. we 
grasped hands. I said what I had 
to say, and he said what he want­
ed to say. The entire exchange 
took less than a minute. Then 
the sober moment took an 
abrupt turn when Peter, with 
vigor in his voice and hope in his 
eyes, pointed behind me to sev­
eral stacks o f books and docu­
ments piled on thr fioor and 

said, " I f  I could just get another bookcase. I 
could get my stufTorgamred: then I could get 
some more writing done."

I was astounded (hen. I am astounded 
still. H u mind knew he would live only a mat­
ter o f weeks, miybe days. Yet hit heart told 
him never to give up his quest to commit to 
writing the stories he believed would shape the 
future. I realized then that Peter KaJifornsky 
wa» the Dreamer.

2 . »cii*uA*tv ta s*



To the Dena'ina. dreams are not pan of 
the "archaeology o f the mind," ai defined for ui 
by Freud, bur were "premonition* o f conse­
quent realities."’  In Dena'ina stories. the 
Dreamer, Qaaituxtn, it a mythical character 
whotc vitiont foretold how the culture would 
be. Dreamer stories both explained the origin o f 
cultural institutions and legitimized the purpose 
o f dreams among the Dena'ina —  to chan die 
course o f human events. Dreams were about 
the future and their understanding was pan o f 
the quest for fCrrh Eluni— True Belief.

K'eth E luni was a spiritual quest which 
rested on the tenet that willful souls— be they 
human, animal, plant, or spirit— caused the 
future. What you did now made a difference 
tomorrow. I f  one pursued Tme Belief—  ICtch 
Eluni— the cosmos would remain in order 
and the world would be a better place. Not to 
pursue True Belief svas to allow the cosmos to 
deteriorate and fall into disorder.

Individual Dena'ina could aspire, through 
a belief quest, to fulfill the role o f the Dreamer, 
and I believe that sometime during his later life 
Peter Kalifornskv became a Dreamer. Like no 
other person I have ever known, Peter believed 
that ideas, die stuff o f attitudes and actions, 
have powerful consequences. Though some o f 
Peter's written stories included myths from a 
distant time, he did not write simply to pre- 
s.rvc them for the archives. Peter believed that 
the ideas imbedded in the stories were impor­
tant for everyone in today's world. He spoke 
through the Lnguage o f the ancients, but the 
message is for today:

{fjglruyniuli rgh (h  'diujidml t Jgh 
t'fnt'<t(h' . . .
N tlfh u l’th  k ija d i. n jghuynud i il
gin luq u k ‘egl'i/ftjghu nii'jl'u fnj',
Eynich i  d tln iih th  
Yudi rgh hqayrik 'd tlnuh  

ytthd i hk'fnghtttUhnh.

It is difficult to understand the nature o f 
our mind . . .
The woild is represented in our mind and 
becomes part o f us.
And we imagine. When that hapj ms, 
there it a transformation into aw at ness.*

S OMETIME DUR ING  THAT RUN O N  THE 
sand o f  the Homer Spit it became clear­
er to me what the work o f  the Alaska 

Humanities Forum is all about. As an insti­
tution, the Forum is like die Dreamer, and 
it is really in the business o f  myth building. 
Die projects wc fund, the tasks we undertake, 
the books wc help produce, the lectures we 
underwrite, die fonuns we provide, all help 
rell the story o f  Alaska to Alaskans. Like the 
old Dena’ina stories, dtesc things arc set in the 
past —  yet like die Dreamer stories, dtcy are 
really about die future, because they shape our 
attitudes by orienting us toward die possibili­
ties o f  human existence in the north land.

As pan o f her speech to a recent 
Federation o f State Humanities Councils con­
ference, Betty Sue Flowers. Professor o f 
English at the University o f Texas, spoke about 
myth-making. She was referencing myths not 
as fables, but as the critical stories that formu­
late a people's cosmology and. therefore, shape 
attitudes toward just about everything. Myths, 
said D r. Flowen, provide a

dialogue between the present and the 
future, and soon you understand in a 
very fundamental way, diat the present 
is shaped from the future, not just from 
the pasr. Most o f  the time, when our 
presem is shaped from the pasr, it's 
shaped from the pasr we have placed 
into the future. It's shaped from an idea 
o f the future that comes from the pasr.5

I f  1 understand D r. Flowers corrccdy. 
the best predictor o f the future is a critical 
understanding o f  our mythology, because 
through the stories we tell we "make it so." to 
use the words o f a well-known mythical hero 
o f our time. Perhaps if D r. Flowers had been 
able to state her point to an ancient Dena'ina. 
he or she might have said. "Oh yes, wc know 
all about that, that's why we have the 
Dreamer."

And, like the Dena'ina quest for SCeri) 
Eluni, for True Belief, ‘ he quest for an under­
standing o f ourselves and our place it eternal. 
Ideas, the cultural knowledge o f our time, 
cxm only because they are retold. Left to their

own devices, ideas and poetry fall into disuse 
and disappear like dust in the wind. The con­
sequence o f not retelling, discussing, analyz­
ing, and reinterpreting our history, our sci­
ence, and our literature- -  the stories o f our 
time—  is bigotry, hatred, and the worst o f the 
seven deadly sins, sloth.

Entropy is not just a term o f thermody­
namics. Entropy describes equally well what 
happens to human understanding if it is not 
sustained through the modern version o f the 
pursuit o f K'eth Eluni. Without the energy o f 
human will to sustain us. ideas o f the mind 
chart an cntropic course to decay, destruction 
and death. Someone must tell the stories o f 
the cultures o f Alaska, and some institution 
must provide (he means for people to do so.

That, then, would be my message to the 
Alaska Humanities Forum the next day: You 
are the Dreamer. Never give up your quest to 
provide a forum for Alaskans to inquire, to 
learn, to agree or disagree thoughtfully, to 
search for beauty, to pursue true belief. True 
belief is a quest, not a state o f being. A mod­
ern version o f  ICrth E luni is the work o f the 
Alaska H imam nr r  rum.

I finished my s . My body was tired, 
and my soul was renewed. ■

E s d n o t e s :

1. D m  m  Hum. Trxitm Ct**try by James Kin and 
Prualli Russell Kin. Alulu Native Language Center 
Fairbanks. 19IZ, putt 30.

2. A D m iu Lrfn-y <m rumed book of the yen Cm 
1901 by the Before Columbia Foundation.

3. TV Eifneptfiy i f  At Ti\iin by Cornelius Osgood. 
Human Reisoona Area FJn Pres: New Haven. 
Conneaxut 1937, page 169.

4. From 'The *T«k of the Musd. dm Kf*sw4 r *. 
in A Dm m  Ufttr AVej i SmUm. TV OUivd 
tTnnyp t f  t net Kdiftrnth. pages 456-7. edited by James 
Kan lid Alan Boraaa. Alaska Native Language Censer 
Fairbanks 1991

5. From 'Mythmaking and the Cmc Spun" by Betty Sue 
Floweev a talk given to the Federation of Seat*
Humanities Councils national meeting, Vuhuiguo. DC 
October 17.1993

Alan Roraas it Professor o f Anthropology at 
Kenai Peninsula College in Soldotna. He hut 
jual completed sit years' o f service on the Slate 
Committee o f  the Humanities Forum. He 
ch sired the Committee for the past (wo yean
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cious sunlight, a wealth we hunger for but 
cannot hoard, will be on the upward bend 
toward summer's zenith. Less than a century 
ago. most northern Native peoples would have 
begun their winter festivals by now. Together, 
they dinced the coming and going o f the sea­
sons: they celebrated the many animals who 
had given their lives to sustain them; they fed 
the spirits o f their departed relatives; they 
rejoiced with their elders, wives, hunters and 
husbands, their children. They cleaved to 
their kin. I f  village larders were full, Alaska 
Natives joined hand and spirit over the long 
winter in celebration o f their people and their 
place, until the hunting and gathering cycles 
o f spring, summer, and fall would begin, then 
end. again. They sang and danced these 
things together in community houses built

Surface let. TuLuMinu Crtth. Alaita

close into the earth. There, they were warmed 
by the heat o f the people o f the village or those 
they had invited in, by the flickering glimmer 
o f seal oil lamps.

In the arctic, as Native people know, light 
and time have special qualities and con play with 
you. Their folktales tel! us that you con play 
back, catching the northern lights in your hand 
while waiting for die sun. The endless cycle, die 
warmth o f kin, the play o f light, die life journey: 
Many o f us have forgoncn that these things era- 
die us and sustain us os though wc exist in the 
palm o f a great hand. We could be dancing the 
winter away, but wc neglect its meaning

As we hurtle together gently through the 
darkest season, we lik : to nestle thoughtfully 
with people who can match our mountains 
and apprehend our light, so the Alaska Design 
Forum timed James Turrell’s mid-October 
lecture at the .Anchorage Museum o f History 
and An perfectly. Wc needed this series o f 
Monday night lectures o r  the qualities o f 
light, the built form, and the reasonable and 
imaginative use o f  space to animate our spirits. 
The an:«t notes that

light u  a powerful iuhtUr.ce. . Hut. fo r  
something so powerful, siruano is for sis 
fe lt preseme are fragile. I  form  it  at much 
at the maternal allows. I  like to work 
with st :o that you fee l i t  physically.. .
M y desire it to set up a situation to uhsch 
/  take you and  let you see. . .

Durmg his slide lecture. James Turrcll
• took us there and did just that as he discussed
I what is perhaps the most imponant—certainly 
3 the grandest— demonstration o f his aesthetic 
[ explorations, the monolithic Arizona moun- 
\  tain canvas Roden C uter Project. There, he is
* reconfiguring the 3.000-foct hollow o f the 

crater bowl. Turrell's intention, like that o f

Celestial Vault. James Turrcll
»>WUUM«in<ll I'MvOMCCM'

or or outs
C£fc*Tti,0»»*T|«»nA« H-I-H.UO'O,

the Anasazi o f Chaco Canyon, the rulers o f 
ancient Egypt, the designers and builders o f 
Gothic cathedrals, is to stand with believers at 
attention to light and space— and to affect no 
less than "the way we perceive the universe."

In the twentieth century, affecting the 
universe is accomplished with bulldozers, not 
buckets, and in one anecdote about the 
reshaping o f the crater, Turrell remarks that 
he was concerned about what the laborers 
who were moving dirt at Roden Crater, tons 
o f it, might think about his somewhat eccen­
tric work. He told them what he was doing, 
which was to reveal the crown o f the sky, and 
they all moved earth together. Workers and 
artist sometimes lay down on their backs in 
the crater center to get a fix on the shape o f 
the sky. They didn’t get it right at first, and 
tons more earth got pushed around.

The bets were on. The concept o f celes­
tial vaulting, o f shaping both landscape and 
imagination to fit the nature o f the heavens, 
became a topic o f contention. Blue-collar 
bulldozer operator, got ex ited and started 
going down the mountain ro have a few beers 
after work— and it’s some mean distance to 
the nearest bar by 4-wheel drive from this edge 
o f the Painted Desert— bringing their buddies 
back up to the enter for a demonstration, flat 
on their backs, o f Turrell's explontions into 
the vault o f the sky. The celt tu l '-ault was 
revealed and money exchanged hands.

Turrcll has been so successful m demon­
strating that light is an object— something pri­
mal and pnrtury— that at his best-known exhi­
bition. James Turrrll Light and Spate, held at 
New York's Whitney Museum in 1980. several 
viewers become so disoriented that they leaned 
against 'walls' which they later d o r r  bed as 
"receding" and fell topsy-turvy into imagined 
•paces, where broken arms arul ipramrd wnsts



/•'or me.JIying really dealt w ith  
thete spaces delineated by 

air conditions, by visual penetration, 
by thy conditions; some were 
visual, some were only felt.

Thete are the kinds o f  spates 
/  w anted to svorle svith. . .

— James T u r r e l i

ensued and lawsuits followed. There arc many 
lessons in this, and Turrcll himself has com­
mented that he does not understand how an 
artist con possibly be responsible for how anoth­
er person “gauges his or her sense o f bodily 
awareness.' but the artist was forced to pay a 
price for the cultural logic which endorses per­
ception, the magic o f ephemcralicy. He didn't 
intend to create illusion, he intended just to 
show us something: "When 1 create a piece with 
light, the light is in fact there; it is no illusion.'

Here, almost at the top o f the planet, wc 
all know something about the bends o f time 
and light. We have seen angular shifts o f ten­
der. luminous, otherworldly violet reflecting 
o ft perfect prisms o f hoarfrost-light as fragile

and translucent as a butterfly's wing—cosmic 
winter wands honoring bitch and cedar which 
groan and bend, crackling in the core o f the 
season. Wc have touched this with a ski pole 
and seen it all snap and shatter in a cloud o f 
impossible light.

I f  we are lucky, wc have seen the north­
ern lights vaulting and dancing parallel to a 
fixed wing bound for St. Lawrence Island or 
returning to Nome. Wc have experienced 
together the flumes o f Mt. Spurr exploding 
mustard-tinged and awesome in their beauty 
into dear blue and white sky. These things 
stop us in our tracks here, and we have 
blinked, gasped, and stood in line together for 
air filters while the ash sifted over our gardens, 
just for a season.

In Alaska, wc a n  relate to James Turrcll 
crisscrossing the west in his Hclio Courier, 
searching for a mountain stage, a volcano rising 
ro offer itself up to the human desire to carve 
out our dreams and perceptions ‘ in a place 
where you can feel the power and the age o f the 
earth." Most o f us ctme here looking for some­
thing like that; those o f us who were already 
here knew very- well that it was all around them.

This magical noithcrn light i ,un. 
though most o f us art visitors in this place.
PI ly with the light, rejoice in its fullness, appre­
hend and celebrate its brevity. The Roden 
Crater Project will mark the earth forever, or as 
near os humans can conceive the term. On a 
lesser geologic scale, it will probably go on for 
the rest o f Turrell’s life and will not officially 
“open" until sometime in the next millenium. 
In Alaska, we ll be hunkering together through 
endless summers and comforting winters, wait­
ing and dancing. We'll still be here. ■

Jam  IS T U R R tlt'S  work has been discussed in 
many boolu and reviews. Quotes in this essay 
were taken sequentially from Turrtlli Mapping 
Spaces: A Topical Survey o f  the Work (New 
York: Peter Blum Edition, 1987); James 
TurrelL The Art o f Light and Spare by Craig 
Adcock (Berkeley: University of California 
Press, 1990): and from the artist's statement in 
James TurrelL Light and Space (New York: 
Whitney Museum of American Art, I9H0). 
S u san  W. F a ir . a folklorist and writer who 
coordinates Frame o f Reference for the Alaska 
Humanities Forum. Alaika Design Forum 
workshops and lectures are sponsored in part by 
the Alaska Humanities Forum.

Snouhanks *9. Judd lake. Alaska



Temple Beth Sholom
ANCHORAGE; Anr.e Frank in tht 
World, 1929-1945: Picture a 
World Without Prejudice 
Thii fall'* largest award will 
enable scholars o f and eyewitness­
es to the Nazi Holocaust to par­
ticipate in a multifaceted project 
based on an international exhibi­
tion to be presented March 24- 
April 24. 1994. at the Anchorage 
Museum o f History and An and 
elsewhere. The meaning and 
effects o f racial and cultural prej­
udice. at all times and all places, 
will be the central theme o f the 
presentations.
$15,676
Association o f  Village Council 
Presidents (AVCP)
BETHfl: Yuut Yuyarait Centtr 
Program Detelopment 
and Planning
Yup’ik elders, cultural program­
ming professionals, and scholars 
will be brought together to plan 
acuvities for the Yuut Yuyarait 
Center, a new cultural center serv­
ing the area.
SI 0.887
.Alaska Sate Library
JfNlAU: Fredenca d t laguna 
Photo Documentary Protect
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•lime Frank
in  th e  w o rk
(1929-1945)

W hen all o f us hate tht cnance to Lam 
to and nchange newt tn th  whol- 
an who hast devoted thtmteli'ti to 

the itudy and releiance to modern lift o f  the 
darknt pmeds o f our century, and when ue 
hate a dunce to meet, face-tr-face. lum von  
o f  that period• ism w n  o f the campt and 
their liberators, Gentile rescues and the res­
cued—then hutory comet alne. then learn­
ing ten take place, then our attitudes can 
change, then our iterrerypei can fa ll  then 
racial dotard and nuptcun can he replaced 
ky racial tolerance and understanding

k a  k  lt»l p «  I-1 I. k  4mi f-m* m Or M

An c h o ra g e  M u seum  o f  H is to ry  a n d  Ar t  
March 24-April 24. 1994

i f t a r  a ^ .v . t A. .. dr,
* •'“tt . {Mm!
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These hinds will be used to cata­
log roughly 4,000 imponant pho­
tographs taken by or obtained in 
Alaska since 1930 by Arctic 
anthropologist Dr. Frederica de 
Laguna.
$10,000

Pratt Museum
HOMER; The Nature o f  
Community— Exploring 
Connections to Landscape 
A combination o f public lectures, 
discussions, articles, and work­
shop! will explore “ the nature o f 
community' by identifying con­
nections to the land- ape.
Topics will include literature, an 
history, pioneer history, and the 
political process.
$9,000

Lower Kuskokwiin School 
District
TUNUNAK: Ayutpictllr.it Narrative 
Project
This grant provides additional 
support for collection, documcn- 
tion. and publication (Yup’ik and 

; English) o f indigenous oral narra­
tives from Nelson Island.
$6,000

Anvik Historical Society 
ANV1K: Deg Xinag Verb Leuoni 
Language lessons in the Deg Xinag 
Alaskan Athabaskan language will 
be developed in two sets, one for 
local adults and one for children.
55.875
Kcnaitze Indian Tribe IRA
KENAI: Stones from the Archaic 
Periphery
This grant supports development 
o f a one-hour radio program 
which will present stories, anec­
dotes. and historical and cultural 

1 information by the late Dena'ina 
Athabaskan elder, writer, and 

1 storyteller Peter Kalifornsky. 
$5,830
Chugach Heritage Foundation
Cordova : More T.ian Words. The 
Life and Language o f the Lott Eyak 
Marie Smith, the last speaker o f 
the Eyak language, svill be featured 
in a one-hour documentary film 
that svill discuss her life story as 
well as the present threat o f extinc­
tion to Alaska Native languages. 
$5,000
Mekoryuk IRA Council 
MEKORYUK: Nunivak hLsnd 
Cup'ig Language Dictionary 
Cup'ig. a threatened Central 
Alaskan Yup'ik diale r, will be the 
focus o f  a locally based language 
preservation project.
$4,800
BlatchJey MidcJe School 
SmtA: Heritage Discovery Week, 
European Renaissance Historical 
Reenacrmrnt and laving Hutory in 
a Commumry Cultural Cantext 
This grant supports a Heritage 
Discosery Program examining

European Renaissance culture, an. 
vxu l s-alucs, dress, and behaviors. 
54,500
Island Institute
SlTKA: Island Institute 1994 Pro­
grams, Sitka Symposium on Human 
Values and the Written Word 
Various facets o f the Institute pro­
gram will receive support; includ­
ing rwo resident fellowships, publi­
cation o f Tl<e ItLtnd Iiuritut: 
Journal and a visiting writers series.
54.000
Tanana Yukon Historical 
Society
Faikbank;: Faces o f  Alaska 
Oral histories will be collected 
and portraits painted o f roughly 
twenty Alaskan elders to be 
included in the third and final 
volume o f Jean Lester's series. 
52.166
Out Nonli Theatre Company
ANCHORAGE: Theatre as a Tool 
Toward Understanding Values. 
Diversity, and Public Policy 
Pre-performance lectures and post- 
performance discussions will sup­
plement two theater productions 
during the coming season that 
focus on amsts with disabilities and 
the reproductive rights o f women. 
52.150
Sealaska Heritage Foundation
JUNEAU: The L ift and Work o f  
Austin Hammond 
Phase!! o f this project will eluci­
date the life o f Tlingit tradition- 
bearer Austin Hsmmond. who 
died in 1993, through production 
o f a video documentary.
52.074
Alaska Public Television, Inc. 
ANCHORAGE: Yukon/Alaska 
Gold Ruth Era
This grant supports planning for a 
series o f historical documentaries 
about the gold rush in the Yukon 
Territory. British Columbia, and 
Alaska, in preparation for the 
1996 centennial celebration o f the 
guld stampede.
51.300

6 . t im u a x i ism



Alaika Historical Society
Anchorage: D u.vm ng  
Abikant o f  th t Gold Rmh Era 
Development of a Historical 
Resource Index and electronic data­
base that will integrate names, 
information, and materials regard­
ing those who panic ipited in gold 
rush stampedes in the nonh.
SI. 200

University o f Alaska Fairbanks
Fairbanks: Midnight Sun  
IFn u n  Strut
Travel suppon to three writers—  
Jack Ruder. Scott Russell Sanders, 
and Linda Hogan— to Fairbanks 
and other communities to give 
public readings and work with 
Alaska writers 
5825

University of Alaska Museum
Fairbanks- Cm t m u O  ALuka. 
Education Project 
Support for educational compo­
nents of the "mini-Crossroads* 
protect, including a printed 
teacher resource kit for classroom 
uk prior to exhibition installation 
and three hands-on educational 
trunks for student xnvitses. The 
exhibition ti planned for travtl to 
14 Alaska communities 
S8.000

Norton Sound Health 
Corporation
NOME. Hutory. Healing and 
Hope A Statewide Confirmer 
Dealing uuh hi net Faced hi .Alaska 
Sam e Children »/.4iWu»Ui 
This conference addressed tuucs 
pertinent to Alaska Nat or chJ- 
drcn of akohobc households, 
including multi grnmuonal gnrf 
and rapid acculturation
S9.I50

Kodak Arts Native Association
KsXHA*. The .-tlWnaf Ethnography 
Bshhegrgphy Projea 
Anthropulopu Rachel Nlaam wdf 
research, aawmblr. and publish an 
annotated bdrftignphv of non 
temporary AJuiuq ethnographic 
matrruis including bwKx fOuimJ

articles, reports, tapes, and videos. 
58.160
Alaska at War
ANCHORAGE: Conference on World 
W ar II m Alaska and the Pacific 
Rim. with Lmphastt on the North 
Pacific Rim
Various tuuri resulting from war 
and conflict in .Alaska and the 
Pacific Rim wete examined dur­
ing the conference; considerable 
new scholarship was generated 
during this meeting
515.000
Central Council Tlingit and 
Haida Tribes of Alaska/
Aurora Films
JUNTA IT: The Lind u Yean 
The story o f  Southeast Alaska 
Natives' struggles for cm! rights 
and land-daims settlement, 
which began in the 1920s and 
influenced broader change 
throughout the state and the 
nation, will be told in this docu­
mentary film and teachcn' 
guide.
530.000
Alaska Design Forum 
Anchorage. Ongoing fi* Alaska 
A Muln disciplinary Approach m 
the Built Fnnrenment 
Lectures and discussions by su 
architects, designers, and artists 
will focus on alternairve 
approaches in the act of budding 
55.145

Willow Library Association 
W MOV Mat Su StryteuiogStrut
Tha project wtfl budd bodges o f 
understanding between people o f  
various grnennom. social daises, 
and vultures by ptesentmg story- 
crihng m u m  m  each of the 
Borough's ux major crenmurunes 
JANW

Limestone Ptcii "Alaska History* 
scries, was originally published in 
German in 1812 and contains 
material which supplements or 
coordinates with that o f 
K/usenstcrn. Ltsianski. Rrzanov, 
and othcn o f the time (in 
Unalaska. Kodiak, and Sitka). 
Previously translated in 1812. 
the new version will correct 
numerous inaccuracies.
54.500

E: Pmentng Our Pott f ir  '^h o  o/sj ^  
i t  and Future Generation! *,"w* y

1 1  Press 
Fc.»mma Rema*h and 
O hm nttom  on a 4 'mage A m n d  
the Worldfioon IBOSm I BO" 
This account, which wdl hr 
published as No 41m  the

Kake Tribal Heritage 
Foundation
Kake
Pmeni and Future Generation!
A conference in the village o f 
Kake identified appropriate 
projects to cany out the mission 
o f  the Kake Tribal Henuge 
Foundation.
53.000
Museums Alula/Alaska Sate 
Museum
Fairbanks Repatriation 
and Beyond Name American! 
and American Museums—
A Sympouuon.
The annual meeting o f Mumuns 
Alaika incorporated this one-day 
ivmpauum which brought togeth­
er Name American and Museum 
tcbolan who presented lectures on 
vinous penpecum regarding the 
cpitruooo o f human remains 

and artifacts from museums. 
53.440
Alpine HtttoncaJ Society 
ScTTON Swoon Old Fimen 
Change tn the Valley 
Phase I of this propel mvotm 
upgrading facets of an oaring 
exhibition New Libel copy and 
educational ditpiayi wdl be bated 
on mtrrvKwi wwh ten mcmbm 
of AJpme HdcoracaJ Park's "Old 
Tunm Hall of Famr *
51265

Out North 
Theatre Company
AnCHORACL New Directum in 
N a tu t Amencan Theatre 
The Spider Woman Theatre 
residency in Alaika was supple­
mented with pre-performance 
lectures and post-performance 
discussions, a moderated panel 
discussion, a televised discussion, 
and research.
51.550
Lower Kuikokwtm School 
District
Tunukmc and B m t i t  
Ayufunllrat Sarrame Project 
felect aspects o f the coBecttcn. 
documentation. and publication 
o f the inchgmous oral rum tnrs 
o f this region, in boch Yup'ik and 
English. art lupportrd through 
thu grant.
SIjOOO

Ann pKiMip-Raordan
AnOKsMCI. Himmelhehn 
Translation
AnthropnkjpM f  «nup Rjcedrn 
w*J translate. nisi, and prepare 
foe publication two woab by 
Hans Himmeihrbet conccnung 
the oral tndiuora and cm room o 
o f Nunrrsk I danders
52J25

Puaaa won ifo aw gram 
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C o m m o n  

G r o u n d :
A  C a l l f o r  

N a t i o n a l  

C o n v e r s a t i o n

b y  S h e l d o n  H a c k n e y

Chairman, National Endowment 
for the Humanities

❖

W hit wc think jbou t ourselves. what 
we tee at admirable behavior, what 
wc think it meant to be human, 

what wc recognise at the human condition, 
what wc team from human experience and 
human thought, what wc accept at the pur* 
pose o f life, what we define at a jutt tocicty, 
what we decide wc owe to each other, what 
wc undcrttand at the wav the wotld wotkt 
—  thete are not timply mattert o f  idle 
cunotity. but tiindamental dcir-m ;rui.ts o f  
our existence.

The humanmei matter. Thev are impor­
tant to everyone.

Thev are wo important that the federal gov- 
rmmctM needs to fourr their development and 
rtuute theu broad availability. That a the grruui 
o* the riuoo o f the founden o f the National 
Endowment foe the Humanities a  >965. and it 
hat been the mipoauon o f the numtrtn o f that 
vtuoei ui the Muerding rwcntycfht rcan 
Vlhat w e^t« f dewrtmno what »e da. and 
what we th:nk— even about the <iluo wc hold 
*eu—  will be enormously unproved if it it 
uifaemrd by knowledge and a rr fo l thought 
through the uudv o f hutory. philosophy. litera­
ture. rehpoa and other dnupknes.

That n what Maya Angelou had m mind 
ui her inaugural poem tin January when the 
rrphrased Geofgr Suita? a a.

Union. drtpite itt wrenching pam.
Cannot be unbred, but if faced
With (outage need not be lived again.

O u r  n a t i o n  h a s  s t r u g ­
g l e d  T H R O U G H  P IT C H E D  
DEBATES RECENTLY A BO U T  
M A T T E R S  O F  D I V E R S I T Y ,  
PLURALISM AND  AM ER IGVN  
P U B L I C  C U L T U R E .  T H E

B U Z Z W O R D  O F  T H E  DAY 
IS “ m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m , ”  
BUT  AT ROOT  T H E  BATTLES 
ARE  A B O U T  M E M B E R S H I P  
i n  A m e r i c a n  s o c i e t y , 
A C C E S S  T O  P O W E R ,

%
‘ 1 
* •

S M U n  H ttknry

The ume theme wat muck by President 
Clinton in hu dedication o f the United Stain 
HolorauM Memorial Museum m Apnl. After 
rnummting tome o f the m i fb rtn  loose in 
the wotld that threaten cinitiation with bni- 
tali tv fuat &> the Narn once did. die President 
exhorted ui all to be np lant agunit the fain- 
hen o f history ’ With them wc muit all com­
pete for the interpretation and the preserva­
tion o f history, o f what we know and how wc 
thould behave *

I join a dtuinguithed tradition at the 
National Endowment for the Humanities at a 
paniiulaiiy cntical juncture in the tunon i 
furoey. when the benefits o f the humanities

ate especially important. Mark Shields recently 
reminded us in his newspaper column 
(November 3. 1993) o f the current cynicism 
o f the American public, or more precisely the 
Lack o f confidence that the public has in the 
national government to handle out domestic 
problems adequately. One can think o f a lot o f 
reasons for the public to be in an anxious 
mood these dan. but as Mr. Shields pctnts 
out. the decline in public confidence began 
more than two decades ago. sometime in the 
1960s. (And] it is not simply the national gov- 
etnment that has slipped in the estimation o f 
the American public, but that public confi­
dence in all American institutions has 
declined.

Just before the election. Kevin Phillips 
wrote in the Wakingt** P ut about voter hos­
tility towards elites o f all kinds, about popular 
opposition to NAFTA as being a matter o f 
suspicious locals versus arrogant globils who 
ate out o f iouch with mainstream America, 
and about ethnic and racial tensions through­
out the country. The off-year elections con­
firmed this dugnout o f anger and volatility in 
the public mood.

Why die cynicism? Why ihe insecunty? 
Why the alienation?

The ihort aruwer is that the new geopo­
litical forces o f the mil-evolving ‘ new world 
order.* and the newly visible economic forces 
o f the global matketplace are battering a soci­
ety whotc bonds o f social cohesion have been 
loosening for a quarter o f a century of more. 
Thu is not die place to tty to explain in detail 
die fundamental economic, demographic and 
social forces that hate an itomiring effect on 
society, but they art real and they have been 
acting over a long period o f time.

In addition, the banc confidence and 
optimum J t i s i i t i t ^  f *% t  1 0 J

ft l*



CU LT U R A L  I D E N T IT Y  A N D  
T H E  R O L E  O F  G O V E R N ­
M E N T  IN  M E D I A T IN G  
THESE  D IS PU T E S .  O F F E R ­
ED  H ERE  ARE T W O  C O M -  
P F T I N G — A N D  C O M P E L ­

L I N G — V I S IO N S  O F  H O W  
W E  M I G H T  P R O C E E D .
O n e  v i e w  i s  f r o m  a

P I N N A C L E  O F  P O W E R
i n  W a s h i n g t o n , t . i e

O T H E R  FROM  AN IN D IG E ­

N O U S  C O M M U N I T Y  IN
A l a s k a . I n  t h e  c o n ­
t r a s t  OF  PR IOR IT IES  A N D  
P U R P O S E S  L I E S  F O O D  
F O R  T H O U G H T .

- E d i t o r

W a v e s  o f  C h a n g e :
O r ,  L e s s o n s  o f  t h e  P e a c e  R o c k

b y  R o s i t a  W o r l

Tlingit Anthropologist

I f  I may. I would like first to tell you who I am 
in our Tlingit society:

YndikLtiotm -yoo x ji duu auukw  
Ckuir hjj jy j  xJt.
S h t n p i k r t d i x  x j i  O t f t / X f i t l  H i t  Tj u h  

L u k j j x u d i  j d d i  j y a  x j t .

J i i k j i t  K u J j n 'R l u k u j n  j y j  x j t

My name it Yesdtlaisokw.
I am from the tsg lc moiety.
I am a member
o f  the Thundetbird clan
and the Thundetbird Houte
and the Houte Lowered from the Sun.
I am a child o f the Sockerr clan 
I am a Klukwan Ghilkat.

I  was privileged to be trained in one of 
the moat prestigious universities in the 
wotld. Yet the mott powerful and 

enduring teaching! I have gained came from 
our traditional tchoLan and from the Native 
leaden and people around the Mate under 
whom I have been honored to ttudy. I 
would like to chare with you the lessons I 
gained from one of the mott enlightened

philosophical discus- 
tiont in which I was 
privileged to participate.
I believe the lessons 
offered by our tradition* 
al scholars portray the 
strengths that we have 
as Native people and 
show the direction we 
must take for our con* 
tinned cultural survival 

The late Shaadeiham 
or Leader o f  the 
Lukaax.adi— Sockeye 
Salmon—  Clan.
Daanaawaak. sponsored a 
Peace Cetemony in 1980 in Hamer. The Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act had been enacted 
in 1971 to terrle the abortgmal land claims o f 
Nauvt people. Despite the passage o f the land 
claims act. Daanaawaak held the Peace 
Ceremony to reassert the ownership o f the 
Qulkoot Tlingit traditional lands and to protest 
the increasing encroadunent and destruction o f 
their land, sacred sites and Itshenei 
Tradiuoniliy. Peace Ceremonies were co aduct- 
ed to resolve dnputcs between w-arnng clans 

Daanaawaak. who had fished for more 
than 70 years along the Chilkoot River, 
claimed that a wnr strung across the met 
offrnded the tpintt o f the salmon who annual* 
ly ascend the streams He lamented the 
increasing number o f salmon the sports fisher-

A tiiu  u r w

men were taking. He abhorred the cacch-and- 
release practice o f the ipom  fishermen, which 
he perceived co be offentire to the sptnt o f the 
salmon and detrimental to its physical rurvtval.

Daanaawaak grieved over the destruction 
o f Deer Rock, where the traditional Peace 
Ceremonies have been conducted, and the 
desecration o f sacred sites and burial grounds. 
The State Depattmrm o f Transportation had 
destroyed the Peace lU xk in espending the 
road to accommodate the increasing numher 
o f tounsts and sports fishermen After repeat­
ed complaints by Chief Daanaawaak. the state 
attempted to reassemble the satied rock, bur 
its sanctity continued to be violated.

Throughout the day long ceremony. 
George Dans.a I t t m t m m t d  »« I I I



S h e l d o n  H a c k n e y — C o m m o n  G r o u n d
f t o n t i n u r d  f r o m  p o f f  8 /

thought to hr embedded in American national 
character were dealt tevcre blows in the early 
1970* bv the loss o f the war in Vietnam, the 
disgr; e o f the presidency in the Watergate 
scandal, and the economic shock o f the .Arab 
oil embargo, which was perhaps the first 
painful menage that our economy was vulner­
able to developments and decisions in the 
wotld economy over which we had no control.

Into this condition o f attenuated solidari­
ty. "the politics o f difference* have introduced 
another lever o f fragmentation. During the 
turbulent decade o f the 1960s, almost all the 
values and verities o f middle-class life were 
challenged by the counterculture, leaving the 
domain of'alues a contested territory. The 
cultural consensus o f the 1950s was destroyed 
in the process, and we have not vet fully devel­
oped a new consensus.

(n addition, the successful civil rights 
movement provided a paradigm o f progress 
through protest. Movements on behalf o f 
other groups that had been excluded from full 
participation in American life—  women, gays 
and lesbians, the handicapped. Native 
American. Latinos, and to some extent Asun 
.Americans adopted that paradigm.

Then, the collapse o f  the Soviet syitem. 
while lifting our spirits in hopes for the 
spread o f human freedom, has also unleashed 
pent-up ancient animosities. Around the 
globe we see conflici and violence sowing 
misery along the fault lines o f race, religion, 
language and ethnicity— iust the sotts o f 
divisions being brought to our attention by 
the politics o f difference md and by the 
increasing cultural diversity o f our own pop­
ulation. As the insevurtties o f a rapidly 
changing world arc luting Americans and 
others into clutching and reasserting their 
parochial identities. Americans must wondrr 
i f  Bosnia and Arerbaijan are previews o f our 
future.

(In October j Tko S n e  York h m n  pub­
lished a feature article by W illiam Grimes 
entitled ’ Have a 1%'UV. Day* about the ru ­
ing tide o f incivility engulfing th» country 
From Howard Stern to Beavu md Butthead. 
we are assaulted daily by countless acts o f 
public rudeness. Among the cultural roots o f 
this phenomenon. Mr. Crimea focuaed on

cultural diversity. “ New Yorkers have never 
been terribly civil," he quotes a professor o f 
rhe humanities at Cooper Union is saying, 
"but it never had an ideological edge, which 
it now has.* Mr Grimes goes on to quote 
the tame professor approvingly in his cri­
tique o f the "new tribalism:*

" If we have fundamentally different values 
and assumptions, there’s no reason to 
believe wc a n  transcend them 
in the political arena...
Multiculturalism argues 
that persuasion is irrelevant.*

Small wonder that reason­
able voices have lately been say­
ing that wr have been paying too 
much attention to our differences 
and not enough attention to the 
things that hold us together.
From the other direction, howev­
er. sve continue to hear assertions 
o f what has been called 'the poli­
tics o f re.ognition.* the notion 
that there are uill disadvantaged 
groups in America whose mem­
bers w ill never feel equal— or 
really part o f  America— until 
thctr group is recognrted in some 
tvav at being both legitimate and 

|ual. There is some truth in 
uoth these positions.

We find ourselves aught in 
a dilemma. All o f our legal rights 
are universal in nature and apply 
equally to all citizens as individ­
uals. Yet. we know that racial, 
ethnic, gender and religsoua dis­
c rim ination  exists, and that 
group identities are real factors 
in our lives. Ethnic politics has been a staple 
on the American political scene /or more than 
a hundred years and is stall very much present 
tn our system. The dilemma is that our legal 
rights are for individuals, but our politiu are 
for groups.

That this ts more than an academic 
argument is clear tf one recalla the hand-to- 
hand combat o f school board battles involv­
ing such issues as bilingual education or 
Afrixefitric curricula, the dupute over the 
literary canon at the college level, or the

court decisions seeking to remedy past pat­
terns o f discrimination in voting rights cases 
by requiring redistrictingor changes in the 
form o f local government in order to guaran­
tee minority community representation on 
the legislative body. In each o f these cases, 
public authorities ate being asked to confer 
some son o f official status on a particular 

cultural group. The public senses 
that this form o f particularism 

is a problem in a system 
based on the universal val­

ues o f individual rights. Simply 
saying that everyone must 
respect everyone else’s ethnic 
identity therefore does not solve 
th problem.

Yet a solution must be 
found i f  we are to reapture a 
confident sense o f  shared values 
that will allow us then to deal 
with divisive public policy issues 
with a common goal in mind. 
What is needed in our country 
is nothing short o f  a national 
conversation about this difficult 
and troubling dilemma, and 
that is where the humanities are 
important.

All o f our people— left, 
right, and center— have a 
responsibility to examine and 
discuss what unites us as a 
countty, about what we share as 
common American values in a 
nation comprised o f so many 
divergent groups and beliefs.
For too long, w-e have let that 
which divides us aptu re the 

hr dlincs Bombarded by slogans and epi- 
* ictt. points ind counterpoints, out thoughts 
are polarited in the rapid-fire exchange o f 
sound bites. In (!ua kind o f argument, on* ts 
either right or wrong, for them or against 
them, a winner or a loser.

Real answers are the casualties o f such 
drive-by debates. In this kind o f discussion, 
thete ts no room lot complexity and ambigui­
ty. There ts no room in the middle. Only the 
opposite poles are given w it* . Thu may be 
good entertain- ( t o m m u t d  #« pogr  12}
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f i o n t i n u t d  from popr 'Jl

distinguished Tlingit philosopher, posed a 
series o f questions:

What does it mean the Chilkoot River 
ever flowing?
What docs it mean?

W h jt does it mean the svaves pounding 
on our shore?
What does it mean?

What docs it mean that the Peace Rock 
was destroyed and then reconstructed? 
What does it mean?

The ceremonial rite was a ‘ Peace 
Ceremony." but Daanaawaak chose not to 
conduct the entire ntual. He halted the cere­
monial activities at midpoint. He then 
announced to the government officials in 
attendance that the ceremony would not be 
completed unt I the injustices that he had out­
lined had been rectified.

Had Daanaawaak executed this act in 
retaliation against another dan. the offending 
dan would have been greatly humiliated and 
dishonored. The shame could only be erased 
by resolution o f he violations and payments to 
Daanaawaak and his people to compensate 
them for the anguuh they endured. The gov­
ernment representatives did not seem to com­
prehend that they were being chastised, but 
instead perceived that they were being honored 
by their participation in the Peace Ceremony.

T o this day. the weir remains across the 
river, the sports fishermen continue to come 
in increasing numbers, the sacred sites contin­
ue to be violated, and the Haines people, 
along with four other Native communities, 
have not received their |ust land entitlements 
under AN'CSA. The Peace Ceremony has not 
been consummated. anJ in the view o f the 
Tlingit. the state and federal government con­
tinue to live with this dishonor.

Chief Daanaawaak used the Peace 
O remony to signal the Native community 
that they mutt unite and act against these trav- 
cities In a private discussion, he told the 
younger Natives that it was they who were 
rduu ird  in the ways o f the white man. and 
that it was they who mutt uie their new 
knowledge to resolve these tniustices.

I pondered the questions posed by 
George Davis as the ceremony continued 
throughout the day and into the early morn­
ing hours o f the next day. It was after 2 
o'clock in the morning that I dared to offer an 
answer. I stood up and addressed our tribal 
philosopher:

The Chilkoot River symbolizes Native 
culture eternally flowing.

The waves pounding at the mouth of 
the river symbolize white society and 
the continuing threats to our culture.

The Peace Rock represents our Native 
culture that had been transformed by 
forces from the white society.

George Davis accepted my response, but 
corrected me to add that the waves pounding 
on our shorn also represent the stream o f white 
people intruding on our lands and culture.

This seemingly unassuming o ld man 
svantcd us to reflect on the ongoing transforma­
tion and threats to Native cultures as well 
as our strengths. The remains o f 
the original Peace Rock that 
had not been destroyed by 
forces from the white world sym­
bolize our cultural values and tra­
ditions that continue to endure.
Like the Peace Rock that remains 
embedded deep in the banks o f 
the Chilkoot River, the tenacity 
exhibited by Native people and 
the petsittcnce o f  our cultures 
derive from our continuing rela­
tionship to the land and the 
unbroken bonds among our trib­
al members. lake the Peace Rock 
that endured, although trans­
formed from its original form , 
tribal societies have persevered 
despite the outward manifesta­
tions o f change in their cultures.
Lite the pans o f the Peace R ixk 
that had been blown away jn d  
then reconstructed piece by 
piece, we is Aliska Native peo­
ple must obuin the knowledge 
o f  this new era and unite to use

this wisdom to rebuild and safeguard our 
traditional values, societies and cultures.

George Davis warned us about the con­
tinuing forces o f change that threaten u -t sur­
vival as a distinct people Like another social 
commentator o f his time. Alvin Tolflcr, he 
illustrated the dramatic changes revolutioniz­
ing both the Native and Western worlds with 
an image o f the <ca. Each applied the 
metaphor o f colliding waves to describe the 
powerful tide surging across the world, 
destroying old customs, altering traditional 
values and creating a new. and more often, a 
bewildering environment.

Rather than lamenting the destructive 
forces that continue to assa Jt our societies and 
traditions, we must take the time to identify’ and 
analyze the historical ideological basis o f govern­
ment policies that governed Native people. We 
must inalvze our own ideologies and values to 
promote legislation and policies that support 
our cultures. We must identify arul elect indi­
viduals to public office who support our views.

We have made great strides from the time 
that European invat'rrs denied our 

intellectual capacity in order to 
rationalize d eir brutal con­

version o f Indians to 
Chtistunity and to justify then 
wart against Indiin people. We 
survived the pervd w hen the 
English and American colonists 
viewed us u  uvagea and obsta­
cles to progress, but )Tt capable 
o f becoming cmJ zed. We per- 
soem l through t sc educational 
era that sought to break up 
Native families and weaken our 
communities through the 
removal o f the children. Many 
o f us unmg here in this room 
were brought ta boarding 
schools where our mouths were 
washed and peppered for speak­
ing our own language and 
wheat wt were taught to be 
ashamed o f the color o f our tlun 
and our traditions. We sursncd 
the anempt to furthet weaken 
our communities through the 
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S h e l d o n  H a c k n e y — C o m m o n  G r o u n d
C o n n  nurd  f rom pugr 10]

mcnt, but it it a disservice to the American 
people. It only reinforces lines o f division and 
Joes not build toward agreement. I want to 
change the rules o f engagement for this 
national conversation.

This is to be a national conversation 
open to all Americans, a conversation in 
which all voices need to be heard and in 
which we must grapple seriously /ith the 
meaning o f American pluralism. It it a con­
versation that it desperately needed, and I 
believe the National Endowment for the 
Humanities can stimulate and facilitate the 
discussion. The NEH will not bring answers, 
but we will bring questions.

M y answer to these questions (about 
the meaning o f  American pluralism) 
has as its preface a belief that there is 

an American identity that is different from 
the identities o f any one o f die ethnic 
groups that comprise the American popula­
tion. that is inclusive o f  all o f  them, and 
that is available to everyone who is 
American. It is an identity that has been 
shaped by the buffeting and melding o f 
individuals and groups in North America 
over the last 300 years.

I believe that the most important thing 
we share as Americans is a belief in our politi­
cal system, in the values that are enshrined in 
the Constitution, in the open democratic sys­
tem for determining who makes and enforces 
the laws, and that the laws should be consis­
tent with those pnnciples.

Further, in the land of*opportunity, we 
believe in equal economic opportunity for 
individuals. Wc know that we do not provide 
perfect equality o f  opportunity, but it is an 
ideal that we hold dear, and we have histnri- 
tally provided enough opportunity to keep 
individual hope alive and to maintain faith in 
the ideal

\ \  ■ iis o  have a hutory that belongs to all 
i, whenever their ancestors happened 

to nave migrated to these shores. That hutory 
u a proud one. bur it has tome dark spots, and 
we must come to terms with those imperfec­
tions at well as the glories.

As a white southern male. I alto claim at 
part o f  my own story the eapertences o f

Italians and Irish and Jews coming into 
American through Ellis Island in the late 
19th and catly 20th centuries, and the cxpe 
ricnces o f African Americans who lived in 
the South with my ancestors and 
saw it from their own point 
o f view, or more recently 
the experiences o f South Asians 
and Latinos. My story should 
be theits as well, and we all 
poises* together the national 
story, the resultant o f many 
different vectors, the story o f 
our being able to find solu­
tions, to rise to historical chal­
lenges and find ways to 'rant- 
fotm particular interests into 
the national interest.

Beyond ihese fundamental 
building blocks, there are cer­
tain precepts that might help us 
as wc go through these discus­
sions o f  what it means to be 
American.

The trad it io n a l way o f 
handling cultural differences 
has been to think about a pub­
lic sphere and a private sphere.
In the public sphere only uni- 
versalittic rules are legitimate 
an'1 only individual rights arc 
legally protected. In (he p ri­
vate tphete. we can give voice 
and fo rm  to  ou r b irth righ t 
identities w ithout being any 
leu .American. This distinction 
still goes a long way in sorting 
out the conflicts between the universal and 
the particular.

Indeed, i f  there were no distinction 
between the public and the private, all values 
would be up for political adjudication, and 
that is not a system I find vtty attractive.
One o f  the factors causing the current sense 
o f urgency about this subject is the feeling 
that the public or political sphere hai been 
encroaching on the private sphere. “ Let your 
culture be your politics.’  chanted the cultural 
radicals o f  the 1960s. ’ All politics are person­
al, and all personal relationships are politi­
cal.* auert some contemporary activists.
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Where in all o f this are the ordinary virtues 
that we ought to be able to expect from each 
other? Perhaps they can emerge from the 

conversation.
It also helps to realize that 

all ethnic groups have per­
meable boundaries, jnd 

tl 1* she meaning o f any particu­
lar identity will change over 
time. What if felt like to be a 
white Southerner in 1865 is dif­
ferent from what it felt like in 
1950 and it is different again 
today. What it means to be a Jew 
in America is different today 
than from whar it was in 1940. 
History has a way o f chinging 
who we think wc are.

The subject is elusive, but 
very important. I f  the conversa­
tion works /••ell, we will stake 
out some common ground, and 
by doing that wc will make it 
possible to celebrate more hilly 
the variations an.ong us that 
play against each other and rein­
force each other to produce a 
dynamic national identity. As 
President Clinton said n a dif­
ferent context at the dedication 
o f the Holocaust Memorial 
Museum. 'W e must mmd in 
our diversity our common 
humanity. We must reaffirm 
that common humanity. even in 
the darkest and deepest o f  our 
own disagreements.*

In that spirit, I am looking forward to 
this conversation among the American people 
In that spirit. I challenge you to hcip focus the 
attention o f  the American people on this quest 
for the meaning o f £  Plunbui Unum •

AilflDON tixCKNIY si chairman of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. Before being 
appointed to that post by President Ginton, he 
was ptesident of the University of Pennsylvania. 
This article is excerpted from a speech to the 
National Press Club November 10, I99J. A 
complete version of the speech is available from 
the National Ertdowmrnt for the Humanities or 
the Alaska Humanities Forum.
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(cont inued  f rom  page 11/ W E M UST  UNDER-

infamous B!A Relocation Program that trans­
ported Native families from the villages to the 
ghettos o f Chicago. San Francisco and Seattle. 
Wc have repeatedly amended ANCSA that 
seeks to extinguish our tribal order and replace 
it with the white man's individualistic ideology. 
We continue to wrestle with legislation and 
policies that strive to coerce us to abandon our 
communal ownership o f land and our hunting 
and fishing lifestyle.

National legislation and policies begin­
ning with the Self-Determination Era 
acknowledged the persist! nee o f our battered 
cultural heritage and societies. However, they 
were spurred, in all lildihood by the percep­
tion that Indian societies were weakened and 
no longer threatening to a dominant order. 
The espoused policy o f the United States 
today theoretically supports Indian cultural 
integrity and political autonomy, but at the 
urnc time it also seeks to assimilate Native 
people into the changing economic and tech­
nological conditions o f the modern world.

Despite all these efforts to destroy our 
tribal order, miraculously, wc survived. It took 
great strength and stamina to survive these 
destructive forces. We continue co persist as 
distinct cultural groups within this state.

Ironically, the ideological argument 
used to deny the unique political status o f 
Alaska Natives is premised on the notion o f 
'equality," Those who arc opposed to the 
special political status o f Alaska Natives pro­
claim that their rights arc violated, and they 
strenuously and righteously argue for equali­
ty. It is nor lost on us that they scream and 
holler for equality when they want our fish 
and resources, but they turn their heads to 
overlook the inequities in our social, eco­
nomic, and political status and watch the 
widening schism between the status o f 
Native and non-Native people. They oppose 
our sovereign status, but they willingly 
accept and benefit from the near 5400 m il­
lion *nd job opportunities brought into the 
state annually because o f the special political 
status o f Native people.

Wc must challenge these ideological 
assumptions.

George Davis, the Tlingit philosopher, 
cautioned ua to be prepared for the continuing

assault on ou r cu ltu res. He 
encouraged us to think about the 
waves o f  change, colliding and 
overlapping, causing conflict and 
tension within our society. In his 
lesson, he urged us to focus our 
attention not so much on the 
continuities o f  our history and 
traditional culture, but on the 
discontinuities.

Wc must understand die val­
ues and innovations in tribal cul­
tures that can help us to secure a 
better future. Wc must ask. "Why 
have Native people continued to 
reject many o f  the white men’s 
ways and defend their tribal order?’
Wc must educate the larger society 
about the basis o f Native people’s 
enduring relationship to our land 
and convince them o f our resolve 
to survive as a distinct culture.

We mast also look to the 
potential political strength that 
we have in our numbers. Rather 
than seeing ourselves as only 16 
percent o f the state’s population, we must 
examine the political power that we could 
possess were we to coah<cc our numbers into 
a powerful voting bloc. We can align our­
selves with other citizens who share our views 
to further srrengthen our political influence. 
After all, our ideologies have great strengths 
and merit, and perhaps they. too. can benefit 
from our (ruths and values.

Like the waves o f change, we can change 
and replace the people in the legislature and 
government who seek the demise o f our cul­
tural traditions and societies. 1 believe that 
thete are progressive people who believe in the 
value o f cultural diversity whom we could sup­
port and elect to public office. We must 
remind our adversaries —  and I must add that 
I believe that they are a small but vocal group 
—  that we art seeking only to protect our­
selves under democratic political principles 
and processes. We do nor seek succession or a 
revolution like the ethnic groups abandoning 
their European national states. Rather, we seek 
only to protect our inherent political rights 
and to achieve social and economic equity.

The stakes are too high and 
too significant for us to ignore. 
From ever)1 region o f this state, 
wc can witness the continuing 
threats to our subsistence hunt­
ing and fishing, the state’s denial 
o f tribal sovereign rights, the 
lack o f economic opportunities 
in rural communities, the preva­
lence o f social and economic 
inequities and the accompany­
ing social pathologies, and the 
privatiutic n o f our natural 
resources that will undoubtedly 
exclude Native people and com­
munities. We must use the eco­
nomic strength o f our Native 
corporations and organizations 
and coalesce ourselves into a 
unified political force to pro­
mote out objectives.

We can celebrate when wc 
understand these Native truths, 
when the cultural integrity, 
political status, the hunting and 
f.shing rights and the land base 

o f  .Alaska Natives are forever protected and 
assured, and when tolerance o f different cus­
toms, colors and values have been achieved. 
We have the will, we have the means, and we 
have the strengths. Together we must act —  
united as Native people, united as Native cor­
porations. united as tribal organizations and 
governments —  in concert, sharing our 
future, sharing our commitment, and sharing 
our responsibilities. Only then will we prevail 
to ensure the survival o f our cultuies for the 
next and future generations o f Native people. 
This is our strength. ■

— Goonulchtnh. Thank you.

Rostra Wou. is a research anthropologist asso­
ciated with the Smithsonian Institution. She is 
curator for the Tlingit dans collections at the 
National Museum of Natural History and a 
member of the board of the National Museum 
of American Indians. She is a member of the 
board of Sealaaka Corporation. This article was 
etcerpted from her keynote address to the 
Alaska Federation of Natives October 17. 1993. 
Full copies of her speech are available from the 
Alaska Humanities Forum.

STAND THE  
VALUES AND 

IN N O V A T IO N S IN  
TR IBAL CULTURES 
T H A T  CAN HELP 
US T O  SECURE A 

BETTER FUTURE ... 
W E M UST  

EDUCA TE  THE  
LARGER SOC IETY 

A BO U T  THE  
BASIS O F  NATIVE 

PEOPLE ’S 
E N D U R IN G  

RELA T IO N SH IP  TO  
O U R  LA N D  AND 
C O N V IC E T H E M  
OF O U R  RESOLVE 
T O  SURV IVE  AS 

\  D IST IN C T  
C U LTU RE .



*

'  '  fo r  the

A laska  H u ^ n u i e s  Forum  
1994-19%  SPEAKERS BUREAU

Return btfort February 28, 1994

• % bm ic  titles and abstract! for as many as four 
30 -IO -40  m inute lectures. Lectures should 
require little, i f  any, knowledge o f the subject on 
the part o f the audience. Speakers should plan to 
allow a discussion period o f about 30 minutes 
after each talk.

In addition to this application form, please 
send a one-paragraph abstract o f each proposed 
talk, as well as a copy o f your resume/vitae to 
AHF.
Name

Phone (*w*k) .(home).

AootlSS (work) 
Cmr/SrATt __

Adouis (home) 

Cmr/STATi ___ Z tr.

Highest Degree______

Area(t) o f Speculmuon

Title of Presenuuons (at lew 2. no more than 4):

If you are able to p** your presentation in languagn t 
than Engluh. induing ugn language, pleue note:

Ptcase list two references:
I. Name________________

Crrr. Phone .

2. Name.
O n Phone

F o r u m  l a u n c h e s  S p e a k e r s  B u r e a u  

f o r  1 9 9 4 - 9 5

S peakers arc needed for the Forum ’s new Speakers Bureau. Under this program 
humanists— scholars, culture bearers, elders, poets, performers, storytellers—  
will travel throughout the state and may appear on television and public radio 
to explore the ideas, values and challenges shared by Alaskans. The Forum 

invites proposals by qualified scholars and other humanists interested in participat­
ing in this statewide program.

This spring, the Forum will select speakers to travel throughout Alaska to pre­
sent thought-provoking programs based in the humanities at museums, libraries, 
senior centers, historical societies, civic clubs or any other adult community non­
profit group. Programs will be free and open to the general public.

During the next few months the Forum will seek proposals for presentations, 
conduct speaker auditions and prepare written materials for the program.

The deadline fo r applications is February 28, 1994.
O ur first catalogue o f  speakers will be published in the spring o f 1994; our 

first program will be offered in September 1994.
I f  you are interested in becoming a speaker, please fill out the application at left 

or call the Forum's office at 2 72 -5 34 1 and ask for a complete Call for Pmtntations 
form . I f  you are joining Friends o f  Humanities, check the speaker box on the appli­
cation form and wc will mail you a Call fo r  Prntntatiom.

A person will often say 
7  am going to speak to you. " 

Public speaking is like a man walking up 
along a river tuith his gaff hook. 

He lets his gaff hook drift over a salmon 
swimming at the edge of the river. 

When he hooks on it, the salmon way over there 
becomes one with him. 

This is the way oratory is. 
Even speech delivered at a distance 

becomes one with someone.
A.P Johnson. Sitka, 1971 

in H aa  J u L T tr u jp ,  >7/ fo r  f l t j l m f  O u r Spirit 
N on Mark i bautnhaurr and Rjtha/d Dauanhaurr
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M a k i n g  F r i e n d s  . . .

Friends o f  the Hum anities group is o ff to a successfid start.

T he Forum'sefforts to build a 
statewide constituency o f  Friends 
have been very successful. More 
than 125 Alaskans have joined our 

Friends o f  the Humanities membership 
organization since its kickoff in May— and 
the number grows every week. Memberships 
help make it possible for the Forum to 
cultivate and promote the humanities 
throughout Alaska.

Members receive a subscription to 
Frame o f  Reference, a 20th anniversary cele­
bration poster featuring a James Barker pho­
tograph. and, for our first 500 charter mem­
bers, a hardbound copy o f  Alaska, Reflect'ins 
on Land and  Spirit, edited by Robert Hcdin 
and Gary Holthaus. Friends also receive a 
quarterly newsletter— the first copy o f  which 
was published in December.

There are many opportunities for 
Friends to become involved in programs—  
as audience members, evaluators, or perhaps 
as hosts for gatherings o f interested 
Alaskans. The Forum also has need for vol­
unteers to help with other projects, such as 
development o f  a statewide cultural 
resources calendar, special public events, 
database maintenance or office assistance.

You can express your commitment 
to the Forum's efforts by becoming a 
Friend. Please clip and mail the member­
ship form  provided, with whatever contri­
bution you can make. Your contribution 
is eligib le to be marched by the National 
Endowment fo r the Humanities (N E H ) 
on a 1 -fo r- l basis, thereby doubling the 
dollars you donate to public humanities 
programming.

t ■

• T k  ' ____ __ __ ____ ______ ____________________________ ___ _________________________ _____
, i a a M B  r " a a a — — a s a a ^ — n g —

_  1  W A N T  T O  C O N T R I B U T E  T O  T H E  H U M A N I T I E S  I N  A L A S K A

Simply complete the membership fa rm  M ow  and m a il tt back to us w ith pour tax-deductible contrtbution. It  may be mauhed by the 
N ational Endowment fa r  the Humanities (N E H ) on a  l f a r - l  basis, which w ould double the dollars you donate to the public humanities.

N ame: _____________________________________________________________
Please check the appropriate membership category.

Address: ___________________________________________________________
□  Ben efa c to r ..................................$ 500

C m '. State. Z ip: ____________________________________________________  _
u  Patron ...........................................S 250

C ontact  Ph o n e : ___________________________________________________________ r-,
L I Spo n so r ........................................ S 100

□  My employer will match my contribution. C  Friend  (bu* membenhjp)..................S 30

u  I would be willing to help the Forum as a volunteer. . □  OTHER (tnximi ot hud income) S 20
□  Mv interests a r e : ________________________________________________ q  ^-|Fr
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O n  N o t  W r i t i n g

—Excerptedfrom the Paris Review, Harper s Nov. 1993

1  was once at Sotheby’s looking at some furniture, Just looking. This guy whom I knew 16
came over and asked if I'd like to look at a Twain manuscript (hat was going tc be tot 19

sale. I constandy have to disabuse people of the notion that I can afTord things li'<* Twain 16
manuscripts. I said I'd love to look at it but I can't afford it. He showed it to m< A *i,'-t 21
story. He was telling me about the manuscript and where they found it and everything 16

He said, "I'm pretty knowledgeable about Twain, but there's« c thing we con 't 13
understand. We've called in a Twain scholar." 7

I said, “What is that?" 5
He said. “See these little numbers? There are these little numbers every so often. We 15 

just don’t know what those are." g
I said, “I do. I happen not to be a Twain scholar, but I happen to be a scholar o f little 21

numbers written all over the place. He was counting the words," 11
The Sotheby's man said, “What arc you talking ..bout? That's ridiculous!" 11
I said, “I bet you anything. Count." 7
He counted (he words and saw that I was right. He said. “Twain must've been paid bv 17 

the word." 2
I said. “It may have nothing to do with being paid by the word." Twain might have 17

told himself he had to write this many words a day, and he would wonder, Am I (here yet? 19
Like a little kid in the back o f a ca r Are we there yet? ■ U

Excerpted from  “On Not Writing," portions of an interview with author Fuan Iib o w ttz  from 
Harper's, November 1993. Lcbowin was discussing her care of writer's block which lasted a 
decade. The original interview, conducted by James Linville and George Plimpton, appeared in 
The Paris Review. Rtprinttd withprrm unon from  Jam n LinvilU.

H U M A N I T I E S
F O R U M

430 West Seventh Ast.
Suite I 

Anchorage, AK 99501

(907)272-5341

PERMIT NO. 519 
Nan-riarrTOfcJwWTt*. 

l ) i  POSTAGE
PA ID

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA

V i%d U t r a  O k b m  fcfwiW 
Jhan Pmdft Cu* we '




