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SENATOR M IL L E R

I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  f o r  a l l o w i n g  me t o  
i n t r o d u c e  S e n a t e  C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o l u t i o n  2 5 ,  w h i c h  w o u ld  
r e c o g n i z e  a n d  s u p p o r t  home s c h o o l i n g  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  A l a s k a  
Home E d u c a t i o n  Week.

I n  1987 t h e  A l a s k a  P r i v a t e  a n d  Home E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  
(APHEA) w as f o u n d e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  home e d u c a t o r s  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  s t a t e  a n d  t o  p r o m o te  e x c e l l e n c e  i n  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  home 
e d u c a t i o n .  E a c h  y e a r  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  h e l d  a n n u a l  
c o n v e n t i o n s  a n d  p ro m o te d  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  tw o l o c a l  s u p p o r t  
n e t w o r k s  f o r  home e d u c a t o r s  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  s p o n s o r e d  p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e m i n a r s ,  
w o r k e d  t o  p r o t e c t  p a r e n t s '  r i g h t  t o  hom e e d u c a t e  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  c o o p e r a t e d  w i t h  s t a t e  e d u c a t i o n  o f f i c i a l s  t o  
e n s u r e  a  b r o a d  r a n g e  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  c h o i c e s  f o r  A l a s k a  
f a m i l i e s .  C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  m o re  t h a n  300  
m em ber f a m i l i e s ,  a n d  i t  i s  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
C e n t e r  f o r  Home E d u c a t i o n .

I n  1 9 9 1 ,  G o v e rn o r  W a l t e r  J .  H i c k e l  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t  
o f  APHEA a n d  i t s  l e a d e r s h i p  by  a p p o i n t i n g  t h e  f o u n d e r  a n d  
t h e n  P r e s i l e n t ,  J a c k  P h e l p s ,  t o  t h e  S t a t e  B o a rd  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  
I n  1993 G o v e rn o r  H i c k e l  i s s u e d  a  P r o c l a m a t i o n  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  home e d u c a t o r s  t o  A l a s k a  s o c i e t y ,  i n i t i a t i n g  
a  p r o c e s s  w h e re b y  t h e  A l a s k a  l e g i s l a t u r e  c a n  a l s o  r e c o g n i z e  
t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  s e g m e n t  o f  A l a s k a ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .

I w o u ld  f u r t h e r  l i k e  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h i s  v a l u a b l e  a n d  i m p o r t a n t  
g r o u p  a n d  a s k  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  SCR 2 5 .  T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  w o u ld  
r e q u e s t  t h e  C o v e r n o r  t o  t a k e  w h a t e v e r  s t e p s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  
d i r e c t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  a l l  o t h e r  p e r t i n e n t  
e d u c a t i o n a l  a g e n c i e s  n o t  t o  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  
p a r e n t s  e x e r c i s i n g  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  home s c h o o l  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  
a n d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  w eek o f  O c t o b e r  1 3 - 1 9 ,  1 9 9 6 ,  a s  A l a s k a  
home E d u c a t i o n  Week.

T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  h a s  a  z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e .

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T



Alaska Private & Home Educators Assoc 
P.O.Box 141764 *Anchorag«AK99Sl4

February 23, 1996

The Honorable Mike Miller 
Alaska Slate Senate 
State Capitol 
Juneau. AK 99801

Dear Senator Miller;

Thank you for introducing SCR 25. supporting home schooling in Alaska. The Alaska Private 
and Home Kducators Association (APHEA) was founded in 1987 to represent home educators 
throughout the state and to promote excellence in private sector home education The 
Association has held annual conventions each year since its founding, promoted the 
development of local support networks for home educators throughout Alaska, sponsored 
public information seminars, worked to protect parents’ rights to home educate their children, 
and cooperated with state education officials to ensure a broad range of educational choices for 
Alaska families. Currently, the Association has more than 300 member families. It is affiliated 
with the National Center for Home Education.

In 1991. Governor Waller J. Hickel recognized the achievements of APHEA and its leadership 
by appointing the founder and thcn-prcsident. Jack Phelps, to the state board of education. In 
1993, Governor Hickel issued a Proclamation recognizing the contributions of home educators 
to Alaska society. Now you have initiated a process whereby the Alaska legislature can also 
recognize this important segment of Alaska's educational infrastructure. We applaud your 
effort, and support SCR 25. It is vitally important that the cost-efficient and educationally 
effective efforts of home schooling parents be supported and protected.

As your resolution recognizes, educational freedom and initiative is an important part of 
Alaska's education in Alaska. Your resolution continues this trend by recognizing an 
important subset of private education, the home schooling community. Please be assured of 
our complete support for this resolution.

Sincerely,

Gerald Allsup. President
Alaska Private & I lomc Educators Association ,

SU PPO RTIN G  DOCUM ENTS
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