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A  B I L L

F O R  A N  A C T  E N T I T L E D

" A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  p i lo t  p r o g r a m  f o r  c h a r t e r  s c h o o l s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n

e f f e c t iv e  d a t e . "

R E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. E S T A B L I S H M E N T  O F  C H A R T E R  S C H O O L S ,  ( a )  A  c h a r te r  s c h o o l  m a y  

)e  e s ta b l i s h e d  a s  p ro v id e d  u n d e r  th is  A c t  u p o n  th e  a p p r o v a l  o f  th e  lo c a l  s c h o o l  b o a rd  a n d  d ie  

;ta te  B o a rd  o f  E d u c a tio n  o f  a n  a p p l ic a t io n  f o r  a  c h a r te r  s c h o o l.  T h e  s ta te  B o a rd  c f  E d u c a t io n  

n a y  n o t a p p r o v e  m o re  th a n  3 0  c h a r te r  s c h o o ls  to  o p e ra te  in  th e  s ta te  a t  a n y  o n e  t im e  a n d  sh a ll  

ip p r o v e  c h a r t e r  s c h o o ls  in  a  g e o g r a p h ic a l ly  b a la n c e d  m a n n e r  a s  f o l lo w s :  n o t  m o r e  th a n  10 

c h o o l s  in  A n c h o r a g e ;  n o t m o r e  th a n  f iv e  s c h o o ls  in  F a i r b a n k s ;  n o t  m o r e  th a n  th r e e  s c h o o ls  

n th e  M a ta n u s k a - S u s i tn a  B o ro u g h ;  n o t m o r e  th a n  th r e e  s c h o o l s  in  th e  K c n a i  P e n in s u la  

J o r o u g h ;  n o t  m o r e  th a n  tw o  s c h o o ls  in  th e  C i ty  a n d  B o ro u g h  o f  J u n e a u ;  n o t  m o r e  th a n  s e v e n  

c h o o l s  lo c a te d  in o th e r  a re a s  o f  th e  s ta te ,  a n d  th e se  s e v e n  s c h o o ls  s h a l l  b e  a l lo c a te d  a s  n e a r ly  

s  p o s s ib le  in  a  g e o g r a p h ic a l ly  b a la n c e d  m a n n e r  th r o u g h o u t  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  s ta te .

(b )  A  lo c a l s c h o o l b o a rd  sh a ll  p r e s c r ib e  an  a p p l ic a t io n  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t
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o t  a  c h a n c r  s c h o o l  in  th a t s c h o o l d is tr ic t .  T h e  a p p l ic a t io iy p ro c c d u r c  m u s t  in c lu d e  p r o v is io n s  

f o r  a n  a c a d e m ic  p o l ic y  c o m m itte e  c o n s is t in g  o y j e a c h e r y n d ( f e r n s ):*f s tu d e n ts  a t te n d in g  th e  

s c h o o l  a n d  a  p ro p o s e d  fo rm  fo r  a c o n tra c t  b e tw e e n  a  c h a n c r  s c h o o l a n d  th e  lo c a l s c h o o l b o a rd , 

s e t t in g  o u t  th e  c o n t r a c t  e le m e n ts  r e q u ir e d  u n d e r  s e c . 2 (c )  o f  th is  A c t.

(c )  A  lo c a l s c h o o l b o a rd  sh a ll fo rw a rd  to  d ie  s ta te  B o a rd  o f  E d u c a t io n  a p p l ic a t io n s  fo r  

a  c h a n c r  s c h o o l  th a t  h a v e  b e e n  a p p r o v e d  o r  d e n ie d  b y  th e  lo c a l b o a rd .

* S e c .  2 . O R G A N I Z A T I O N  A N D  O P E R A T I O N  O F  A C H A R T E R  S C H O O L , (a )  A  

c h a n c r  s c h o o l  o p e r a te s  as  a  s c h o o l in  th e  lo c a l s c h o o l  d is t r ic t  e x c e p t  th a t  th e  c h a n c r  s c h o o l  

( 1 )  is  e x e m p t  f ro m  th e  lo c a l s c h o o l d i s t r i c t 's  te x tb o o k ,  p r o g ra m , c u r r ic u lu m ,  a n d  s c h e d u l in g  

r e q u i r e m e n t s ;  (2 )  is  e x e m p t  f ro m  A S  1 4 .1 4 .1 3 0 (c ) ;  th e  p r in c ip a l  o f  th e  c h a n c r  s c h o o l  s h a l l  

s e le c t ,  a p p o in t ,  o r  o th e rw is e  c o n tro l  e m p lo y e e s  o f  th e  c h a n e r  s c h o o l ;  a n d  (3 )  o p e r a te s  u n d e r  

th e  c h a n e r  s c h o o l ’s  a n n u a l p ro g ra m  b u d g e t a s  se t o u t  in  th e  c o n t r a c t  b e tw e e n  th e  lo c a l s c h o o l 

b o a r d  a n d  th e  c h a n c r  s c h o o l u n d e r  (c )  o f  th is  s e c t io n .  A  lo c a l s c h o o l  b o a r d  m a y  e x e m p t  a  

c h a n e r  s c h o o l  f ro m  o th e r  lo c a l s c h o o l d is t r ic t  r e q u ir e m e n ts  if  th e  e x e m p t io n  is  s e t  o u t  in  th e  

c o n t r a c t .

( b )  A  c h a n e r  s c h o o l sh a ll

( 1 )  k e e p  f in a n c ia l  r e c o rd s  o f  th e  c h a n e r  s c h o o l;

(2 )  o v e r s e e  th e  o p e ra tio n  o f  th e  c h a n c r  s c h o o l to  e n s u r e  th a t  th e  t e n n s  o f  th e  

c o n t r a c t  r e q u i r e d  b y  (c )  o f  th is  se c tio n  a rc  b e in g  m e t;  a n d

(3 )  m e e t  r e g u la r ly  w ith  p a r e n ts  a n d  w ith  te a c h e r s  o f  th e  c h a n e r  s c h o o l  to  

r e v ie w ,  e v a lu a te ,  a n d  im p ro v e  o p e r a t io n s  o f  th e  c h a n e r  s c h c  d ;

( 4 )  m e e t  w ith  th e  a c a d e m ic  p o l ic y  c o m m it te e  a t  le a s t  o n c e  e a c h  y e a r  to  

m o n i t o r  p r o g r e s s  in  a c h ie v in g  th e  c o m m i t t e e ’s  p o l ic ie s  a n d  g o a ls .

( c )  A  c h a n c r  s c h o o l sh a ll  o p e ra te  u n d e r  a  c o n t r a c t  b e tw e e n  th e  c h a n c r  s c h o o l a n d  th e  

lo c a l  s c h o o l  b o a r d .  A  c o n t r a c t  m u s t c o n ta in  th e  f o l lo w in g  p ro v is io n s :

( 1 )  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  p r o g ra m ;

(2 )  s p e c i f ic  le v e ls  o f  a c h ie v e m e n t  f o r  th e  e d u c a t io n  p r o g ra m :

( 3 )  a d m is s io n  p o l ic ie s  a n d  p r o c e d u re s ;

( 4 )  a d m in is t r a t iv e  p o lic ie s ;

(5 )  s ta te m e n t o f  th e  c h a n c r  s c h o o l 's  f u n d in g  a l lo c a t io n  f ro m  th e  lo c a l  s c h o o l  

jo a r d  a n d  c o s t s  a s s ig n a b le  to  th e  c h a n c r  s c h o o l  p r o g ra m  b u d g e t :

:ssn sjw )
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1 ( 6 )  m e th o d  b y  w h ic h  th e  c h a n e r  s c h o o l  w ill  a c c o u n t  fo r  r e c e ip ts  a n d

e x p e n d i tu r e s ;

( 7 )  lo c a t io n  a n d  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  f a c il i ty ;

( 8 )  n a m e  o f  th e  te a c h e r ,  o r  te a c h e r s ,  w h o , b y  a g r e e m e n t  b e tw e e n  th e  c h a n e r

s c h o o l  a n d  th e  te a c h e r ,  w ill  te a c h  in  th e  c h a r te r  s c h o o l;

( 9 )  te a c h e r - tO 'S tu d e n t  ra tio ;

( 1 0 )  n u m b e r  o f  s tu d e n ts  s e rv e d ;

( 1 1 )  th e  te rm  o f  th e  c o n t r a c t ,  n o t  to  e x c e e d  a te rm  o f  f iv e  y e a r s ;

( i 2 ) a  te rm in a tio n  c la u s e  p ro v id in g  th a t th e  c o n t r a c t  m a y  b e  te rm in a te d  b y  tlie  

lo c a l  s c h o o l  b o a r d  fo r  th e  f a i lu re  o f  th e  c h a n c r  s c h o o l  to  m e e t e d u c a t io n a l  a c h ie v e m e n t  g o a ls

o r  f i s c a l  m a n a g e m e n t  s ta n d a r d s ,  o r  f o r  o th e r  g o o d  c a u s e ;

( 1 3 )  a  s ta te m e n t  th a t th e  c h a n e r  s c h o o l w ill  c o m p ly  w ith  a il s ta te  a n d  f e d e ra l  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  r e c e ip t  a n d  u se  o f  p u b l ic  m o n e y ;

( 1 4 )  o lh e r  r e q u ir e m e n ts  o r  e x e m p t io n s  a g r e e d  u p o n  b y  th e  c h a n c r  s c h o o l  a n d  

th e  lo c a l s c h o o l  b o a r d .

( d )  A  c h a n c r  s c h o o l  m a y  b e  o p e r a te d  in  a n  e x i s t in g  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  f a c i l i ty  o r  in  a  

f a c i l i ty  w i th in  th e  s c h o o l  d i s t r ic t  th a t  is  n o t c u r r e n t ly  b e in g  u s e d  a s  a  p u b l ic  s c h o o l ,  i f  th e  

c h i e f  s c h o o l  a d m in i s t r a to r  d e te r m in e s  th e  f a c i l i ty  m e e ts  r e q u i r e m e n ts  f o r  h e a l th  a n d  s a fe ty  

a p p l i c a b le  to  o th e r  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  in  th e  d is t r ic t .

* S e c .  3 .  F U N D IN G  F O R  C H A R T E R  S C H O O L , (a ) A  lo c a l  s c h o o l b o a r d  sh a ll  p r o v id e  

a n  a p p r o v e d  c h a r te r  s c h o o l  w ith  an  a n n u a l p r o g ra m  b u d g e t .  T lie  b u d g e t sh a ll  b e  n o t  le s s  th a n  

th e  a m o u n t  g e n e r a te d  b y  th e  s tu d e n ts  e n r o l l e d  in  th e  c h a r te r  s c h o o l  le s s  a d m in is t r a t iv e  c o s ts  

r e ta in e d  b y  th e  lo c a l  s c h o o l  d is t r ic t ,  d e t e r m in e d  b y  a p p ly in g  th e  in d ir e c t  c o s t  r a te  a p p r o v e d  

b y  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n .  T h e  " a m o u n t  g e n e r a te d  b y  s tu d e n ts  e n r o l l e d  in  th e  c h a r te r  

s c h o o l"  is  to  b e  d e t e r m in e d  in  th e  s a m e  m a n n e r  a s  it w o u ld  b e  fo r  a  s tu d e n t  e n r o l l e d  in  

a n o t h e r  p u b l ic  s c h o o l  in  th a t  s c h o o l  d is t r ic t .

( b )  T h e  p r o g r a m  b u d g e t  o f  a  c h a n c r  s c h o o l  is  to  b e  u s e d  fo r  o p e r a t in g  e x p e n s e s  o f  

th e  e d u c a t io n a l  p r o g r a m  o f  th e  c h a r t e r  s c h o o l ,  in c lu d in g  p u r c h a s in g  t e x tb o o k s ,  c l a s s r o o m  

m a te r i a l s ,  a n d  in s t r u c t io n a l  a id s .

(c )  T h e  c h a r te r  s c h o o l sh a ll  p ro v id e  th e  f in a n c ia l  a n d  a c c o u n t in g  in fo rm a tio n  re q u e s te d  

b y  th e  lo c a l  s c h o o l  b o a rd  o r  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n ,  a n d  s h a ll  c o o p e r a te  w ith  th e  lo c a l
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s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  o r  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  in c o m p ly in g  w ith  th e  r e q u i r e m e n ts  o f  A S  1 4 .1 7 .1 9 0 .

* S e e .  4 . A D M I S S I O N , (a )  T h e  p ro g ra m  o f  a  c h a n c r  s c h o o l  m a y  b e  d e s ig n e d  to  s e rv e

( I )  s tu d e n ts  w ith in  a n  a g e  g r o u p  o r  g r a d e  le v e l ,  o r  

( ^ 2 j^ s tu d e n ts ^ w l io  w ill b e n e f it  f ro m  a  p a r t ic u la r  te a c h in g  m e th o d  o r  c u r r ic u lu m .

WORK D?AFT WORK CRAFT WORK DRAFT

(( b ) J  A  c h a n e r  s c h o o l sh a ll e n ro ll  all e l ig ib le  s tu d e n ts  w h o  s u b m i t  a  t im e ly  a p p l ic a t io n ,  

u n l e s s  th e  n u m b e r  o f  th o s e  a p p l ic a t io n s  e x c e e d s  th e  c a p a c i ty  o f  th e  p r o g ra m ,  c l a s s ,  g r a d e  

l e v e l ,  o r  b u i ld in g .  In th e  e v e n t  o f  an  e x c e s s  o f  th o se  a p p l ic a t io n s ,  th e  c h a n c r  s c h o o l  a n d  th e  

lo c a l  s c h o o l  b o a r d  sh a ll  a t te m p t  to  a c c o m m o d a te  a ll o f  th o s e  a p p l ic a n ts  b y  c o n s id e r in g  

p r o v id in g  a d d i t io n a l  c l a s s r o o m  sp a c e  a n d  a s s ig n in g  a d d i t io n a l  te a c h e r s  f ro m  th e  d i s t r ic t  to  d ie  

c h a n c '  s c h o o l .  I f  it is  n o t p o s s ib le  to  a c c o m m o d a te  a ll e l ig ib le  s tu d e n ts  w h o  s u b m i t  a  t irn c lv  

a p p l i c a t io n ,  s tu d e n ts  sh a ll  b e  a c c e p te d  by  r a n d o m  d r a w in g . A  s c h o o l  b o a r d  m a y  n o t  r e q u ir e  

a  s tu d e n t  to  a t te n d  a  c h a n c r  s c h o o l.

(c )  In  a d d i t io n  to  o th e r  r e q u ir e m e n ts  o f  la w , a c h a n c r  s c h o o l  s h a l l  b e  n c n s c c ta r ia n .

* S e c .  5 .  T E A C H E R  T R A N S F E R S , E V A L U A T I O N S ,  A N D  N E G O T I A T E D  

A G R E E M E N T S ,  (a )  A  te a c h e r  m a y  n o t b e  a s s ig n e d  to  te a c h  in  a c h a n c r  s c h o o l  u n le s s  th e  

t e a c h e r  c o n s e n t s  to  th e  a s s ig n m e n t .

( b )  A ll p r o v is io n s  o f  an  e x is t in g  n e g o t ia te d  a g r e e m e n t  o r  c o l le c t iv e  b a r g a in in g  

lg r c c m c n i  a p p l i c a b le  to  a  te a c h e r  o r  e m p lo y e e  o f  a  d is t r ic t  a p p ly  to  th a t  te a c h e r  o r  e m p lo y e e  

f  e m p lo y e d  a t  a  c h a n e r  s c h o o l  in  th a t  d is t r ic t ,  u n le s s  th e  d is t r ic t  a n d  th e  b a r g a in in g  u n i t  

• c p r c s c n t in g  th e  t e a c h e r  o r  e m p lo y e e  a g re e  to  a n  e x e m p t io n .

( c )  A  te a c h e r  in  a  c h a n c r  s c h o o l s h a ll  b e  e v a lu a te d  in  a n  e q u iv a le n t  m a n n e r  a s  a l l  

M h e r  t e a c h e r s  in  th e  d i s t r ic t ,  e x c e p t  th a t  i f  th e re  is  n o  a d m in is t r a to r  a s s ig n e d  to  th e  c h a n c r  

;c h o o l ,  th e  lo c a l  s c h o o l  b o a rd ,  w ith  th e  a g r e e m e n t  o f  th e  c h a n c r  s c h o o l ,  s h a ll  d e s ig n a t e  a  

ic h o o l  d i s t r i c t  a d m in i s t r a to r  in  th a t  d is t r ic t  to  e v a lu a te  a  te a c h e r  in  a  c h a n c r  s c h o o l .

•  S e c .  6 .  C O N T R A C T S ;  D U R A T IO N . A  c o n t r a c t  fo r  a  c h a r te r  s c h o o l  m a y  b e  f o r  a  te rm  

>f n o  m o r e  th a n  f iv e  y e a r s  a n d  m a y  n o t e x te n d  b e y o n d  J u ly  1, 2 0 0 5 .

•  S e c .  7 .  R E G U L A T I O N S .  T h e  s ta te  B o a rd  o f  E d u c a t io n  m a y  a d o p t  r e g u la t io n s  u n d e r  

\ S  4 4 .6 2  ( A d m in i s t r a t iv e  P ro c e d u r e  A c t)  n e c e s s a r y  to  im p le m e n t  th is  A c t.

•  S e c .  8 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In th is  A c t.

( I ) 'a c a d e m i c  p o lic y  co m m itte e '*  m e a n s  th e  g r o u p  d e s ig n a te d  to  s u p e r v is e  th e  

c a d c m ic  o p e r a t io n  o f  a  c h a r te r  s c h o o l a n d  to  e n s u re  th e  fu lf i l lm e n t  o f  th e  m is s io n  o f  a  c h a n c r

:ssit mu ) .4.
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s c h o o l ;

( 2 )  " c h a r te r  s c h o o l"  m e a n s  a  s c h o o l e s ta b l is h e d  u n d e r  th is  A c t  th a t  o p e r a te s  

w i th in  a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  d is t r ic t ;

( 3 )  " lo c a l  s c h o o l  b o a r d "  m e a n s  a  b o ro u g h  o r  c i ty  s c h o o l  b o a r d  o r  a  r e g io n a l

s c h o o l  b o a r d ;

(4 )  " p a re n t"  m e a n s  a  b io lo g ic a l ,  a d o p t iv e , o r  fo s te r  p a re n t,  o r  a n  a d u l t  w h o  a c ts  

a s  g u a r d ia n  o f  a  c h i ld  a n d  m a k e s  d e c is io n s  r e la te d  to  th e  c h i ld ’s  s a f e ty ,  e d u c a t io n ,  a n d  

w e l f a r e ;

( 5 )  " p a re n t a d v is o ry  g r o u p "  m e a n s  a  g ro u p  th a t is  r e c o g n iz e d  b y  th e  s c h o o l  a s  

r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  th o s e  p a r e n ts  h a v in g  c h i ld r e n  a t te n d in g  tha t sc h o o l, th a t h a s  r e g u la r  m e e t in g s ,  

a n d  in  w h ic h  m e m b e r s h ip  is  o p e n  to  a l l  p a r e n ts  w ith in  th a t s c h o o l ’s a t te n d a n c e  a r e a ;

( 6 )  " t e a c h e r "  m e a n s  a  p e r s o n  w h o  s e rv e s  a s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  in  a  te a c h in g ,  

c o u n s e l i n g ,  o r  a d m in i s t r a t iv e  c a p a c i ty  a n d  is  r e q u ir e d  to  bo  c e r t i f ic a te d  in  o r d e r  to  h o ld  th e  

p o s i t io n .

* S e c .  9 . T h i s  A c t  is r e p e a le d  J u ly  1, 2 0 0 5 .

* S e c .  10 . T R A N S I T I O N .  N o tw i th s ta n d in g  s e c . 12 o f  th is  A c t,  th e  s ta te  B o a rd  o f  

E d u c a t io n  m a y  p ro c e e d  to  a d o p t  r e g u la t io n s  n e c e s s a ry  to  im p le m e n t th is  A c t.  T h e  r e g u la t io n s  

ta k e  e f f e c t  u n d e r  A S  4 4 .6 2  ( A d m in is t r a t iv e  P ro c e d u r e  A c t) ,  b u t n o t b e f o r e  th e  r e s p e c t iv e  

e f f e c t iv e  d a t e  o f  t h e  r e le v a n t  s e c tio n  o r  s e c t io n s  o f  th is  A c l

* S e c .  11 . S e c t io n  10 o f  th is  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  im m e d ia te ly  u n d e r  A S  0 1 .1 0 .0 7 0 ( c ) .

* S e c .  12 . S e c t io n s  1 - S o f  th is  A c t  ta k e  e f f e c t  J u ly  1. i9 9 5 .



COMPARISON BETWEEN SB-88 AND CSSB-88 (CHARTER SCHOOL)

AT THE REQUES: OF NEA:

On page 2, line 2, the word [faculty] was deleted from SB-88; and 
replaced in CSSB-88 with the word teachers.

On page 2, line 20 the words with parents arc added in CSSB-88.

On page 5 lines 2 and 3 in the CSSB-88 version, after the word Act; 
add the words that operates within a public school district,

AT THE REQUEST OF COMMITTEE: NEW CS VERSION::

On page 2, lines 10 and 11 add the principle of the charter school 
shall select, appoint, or otherwise control employees of the charter 
school.

AT THE REQUEST OF SPONSOR: NEW CS VERSION:

On page 2, in Section 2(b), line 22, a new subsection (4) is added to 
read: meet with the academic policy committee at least once each 
year to monitor progress in achieving the committee's policies and 
f to a l s ,

On page 3, line 16, a new section (d) is added to read: (d) A charter 
school may .be operatcd_in_an_ existing, school district facility or in a 
facility...within the school district is not currently beinc^used as a 
public school, if the chief school administrator dctc.mines the facility 
meets requirements for health and safety applicable to other public 
schools in the district.
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S e c t io n  4 , P r o v id e s  th a t  a d m is s io n  to  a  c h a r te r  s c h o o l  c a n  b e  l im ite d  t o  c e r ta in  a g e  g r o u p s  
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f iv e  y e a r s  a n d  m a y  n o t e x te n d  b e y o n d  J u ly  I . 2 0 0 5
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Wisconsin Legislative Council Staff June 23, 1994

Information Memorandum 94-22*

NEW LAW RELATIN G TO CHARTER SCHOOLS 
(1993 WISCONSIN ACT 16)

INTRODUCTION

This Information Memorandum describes the provisions of 1993 Wisconsin Act 16. relating 
to the creation of charter schools. The Act was signed into law on August 10. 1993 by Governor 
Tommy G. Thompson and published August 11. 1993. The Act took effect August 12, 1993.

Copies of Act 16 may be obtained from the Documents Room. Lower Level. One East Main 
Street. Madison. Wisconsin 53702; telephone: (608) 266-2400.

This Memorandum is divided into the following pans:

Page

I. BACKGROUND OF 1993 WISCONSIN ACT 16. RELATING TO CHARTER
SCHOOLS ....................................................... 2

IL DESCRIPTION OF PROVISIONS OF 1993 WISCONSIN ACT 16. RELATING TO 
CHARTER SCHOOLS .............................................. 3

A. AUTHORIZATION AND APPROVAL.........................   3

B. RELATIONSHIP TO SCHOOL DISTRICT; EMPLOYES................. 3

C. EXEMPTION FROM SCHOOL C O D E ..............................  3

D. CREATION OF CHARTER SCHOOLS .............................  4

1. Creation Upon Teacher Petition.................................  4
2. Creation by School Board Initiative ..............................  5

• This Information Memorandum was prepared by Russ Whitesel. Senior Staff Attorney, Legislative 
Council Staff.
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/. BACKGROUND OF 1993 WISCONSIN ACT 16. RELATING TO CHARTER SCHOOLS
T h e  le g is la tio n  w h ich  au th o rized  c h a n c r  sc h o o ls  in  W isco n sin  w as  p a n  o f  1993  W isc o n s in  A c t 

16 , th e  B ie n n ia l  B u d g e t A c t. T h e  in it ia l c h a n e r  s c h o o l  p ro v is io n s  w e re  in c lu d e d  in  1 9 9 3  S e n a te  

B ill 4 4 . w h ic h  w as in tro d u c ed  b y  d ie  Jo in t C o m m itte e  o n  F in an c e , by  re q u e s t o f  G o v e r n o r  T o m m y  

G . T h o m p s o n .

S e n a te  B ill 4 4  w a s  re fe r re d  to  th e  J o in t  C o m m it te e  o n  F in a n c e  o n  F e b ru a ry  4 , 1 9 9 3 . T h e  

J o in t  F in a n c e  C o m m itte e  m o d if ie d  th e  c h a n e r  s c h o o l  p ro v is io n s  a n d  in c lu d e d  th o s e  p r o v is io n s  in  

S c n J e  S u b s titu te  A m e n d m e n t 2 to  S e n a te  Bill 4 4  o n  Ju n e  2 9 . 1993. T h e  c h a n e r  s c h o o l p ro v is io n s  

w e r e  in c lu d e d  in  th e  le g is la tio n  p a s s e d  b y  th e  S e n a te  o n  J u n e  3 0 , 199 3 .

T h e  c h a n e r  s c h o o l p ro v is io n s ,  as  m o d if ie d  b y  th e  S e n a te ,  w e re  in c lu d e d  in  th e  C o n fe r e n c e  

C o m m it te e  R c p o n  o n  S e n a te  B ill 4 4 . a. .e d  b y  th e  A s s e m b ly  an d  c o n c u r re d  in  b y  th e  S e n a te . 

T h e  o n ly  m o d if ic a t io n  to  th e  c h a n c r  s c h o o l p r o v is io n s  a s  p a s se d  b y  th e  S e n a te  w a s  a n  a d d i t io n a l  

r e q u ir e m e n t  th a t th e  S ta te  S u p e r in te n d e n t ac t b y  J u ly  1. 1994  o n  a ll re q u e s ts  to  e s ta b l is h  a  c h a n e r  

s c h o o l .  T h e  G o v e rn o r  s ig n e d  S e n a te  B ill 4 4  in to  la w  a s  1993  W is c o n s in  A c t 16  o n  A u g u s t  10 . 

1 9 9 3 . T h e  c h a n e r  s c h o o l p ro v is io n s  a re  in c lu d e d  in  th e  fo llo w in g  S E C T IO N S  o f  1993  W is c o n s in  

A c t 16: 8 0 8 g .  8 0 8 r . 2 2 2 1 . 2 2 5 6 . 2 2 8 3 m . 2 2 8 9 b . 2 2 9 2 . 2 2 9 6 . 2 2 9 7 . 2 3 2 9 g , 2 3 2 9 r .  2 3 3 3  a n d  2 3 3 5 . 

A c t 16 w a s  p u b lis h e d  o n  A u g u s t I I .  199 3 .

f o r e : Wisconsin Ltgisbuve Council Siaff



//. DESCRIPTION OF PROVISIONS OF 1993 WISCONSIN ACT 16.RFAAT1NG TO CHARTER SCHOOLS
A .  A U T H O R I Z A T I O N  A N D  A P P R O V A L

U n d e r  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  19 9 3  W is c o n s in  A c t 16. r e la t in g  to  c h a n e r  s c h o o ls ,  a  s c h o o l b o a rd  

o f  a n y  p u b lic  s c h o o l  d is t r ic t  in  th e  s ta te ,  in c lu d in g  tl r  M ilw a u k e e  P u b lic  S c h o o ls  ( M P S )  m a y  

r e q u e s t  th e  S ta te  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  P u b lic  In s tru c tio n  fo r  a p p ro v a l  to  e s ta b l is h  o n e  o r  tw o  c h a n c r  

s c h o o ls  in  th e  s c h o o l  d is tr ic t .

U n d e r  th e  law . the S ta te  S u p e r in te n d e n t m u s t ap p ro v e  th e  firs t 10 req u e sts  re c e iv e d  an d  e n su re  

th a t  c h a n c r  s c h o o ls  a rc  e s ta b l is h e d  in  n o  m o re  th a n  10  s c h o o l d is t r ic ts .

B. R ElA T lO N S W r TO SCHOOL D ISTR IC T: EM PLOYES

U n d e r  th e  law . a  c h a n c r  s c h o o l  is  c o n s id e re d  to  b e  an  “ in s tru m e n ta lity ”  of th e  s c h o o l d is tr ic t 

in  w h ic h  it Is lo ca ted . A ll p e rso n n e l o f  a  c h a n e r  sch o o l a rc  e m p lo y e d  by  th e  s c h o o ’ d is t r ic t  T h u s , 
c h a n c r  s c h o o l  e m p lo y e s  h a v e  th e  s a m e  e l ig ib il i ty  fo r  e n ro l lm e n t  in  th e  W is c o n s in  R e tire m e n t 

S y s te m  ( W R S )  a s  o th e r  e m p lo y e s  o f  th e  d is t r ic t .  M o re o v e r ,  c h a n c r  s c h o o l  e m p lo y e s  a rc  e l ig ib le  

fo r  a n y  b e n e f its  a u th o r iz e d  u n d e r  c h . 4 0 . S ta ts . ,  su c h  a s  life  in su ra n c e , in c o m e  c c n r in u a tio n ,  g ro u p  
h e a l th  in s u ra n c e  o r  d e fe r r e d  c o m p e n s a t io n ,  i f  th e  s c h o o l  d is tr ic t  o f fe rs  th o s e  b e n e f i ts  to  its o th e r  

e m p lo y e s .

C. EXEM PTION FROM SCHOOL CODE

A  c h a n e r  s c h o o l is  e x e m p t f ro m  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  th e  s ta tu te s  g o v e rn in g  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  (ch s . 

115  to  1 2 1 , S ta ts .] ,  e x c e p t  f o r  th e  f o l lo w in g  r e q u ir e m e n ts :

1. A ll “ in s tru c tio n a l s ta f f*  o f  a  c h a n c r  s c h o o l m u s t h o ld  a  lic e n se  o r  p e rm it to  te a c h  is su e d  

b y  th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  P u b lic  In s tru c tio n  (D P I) . T h e  S ta te  S u p e r in te n d e n t o f  P u b lic  In s tru c tio n  m u s t 

p r o m u lg a te  r u le s  d e f in in g  “ in s t ru c t io n a l  s ta ff*  fo r  th e  p u rp o s e s  o f  th is  l ic e n s in g  r e q u ire m e n t.

2 . S c h o o l  b o a rd s  m u s t a d m in is te r  th e  th ird -g ra d e  re a d in g  te s t to  p u p ils  e n r o l le d  in  c h a n c r  

s c h o o ls .

3 . S c h o o l b o ard s  m u st a d m in is te r  e x a m in a tio n s  u n d e r the  s ta te w id e  p u p il a s se ssm e n t p ro g ra m , 

a n n u a lly ,  to  p u p ils  e n ro lle d  in  c h a n c r  s c h o o ls .  U n d e r  th is  p ro g ra m , e x a m in a tio n s  a re  a d m in is te re d  
to  8 th  a n d  10 th  g ra d e  p u p i ls  to  m e a s u re  p u p il a t ta in m e n t o f  k n o w le d g e .

4 . P u p ils  e n ro lle d  in  c h a n c r  s c h o o ls  m u s t b e  in c lu d e d  in  th e  s c h o o l d i s t r i c t ’s  a n n u a l s c h o o l 

p e rfo rm a n c e  re p o tt . T h is  rc p o n  in c lu d e s  in d ic a to rs  o f  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t, in c lu d in g  p e rfo rm a n c e  

o f  p u p ils  o n  th e  e x a m in a t io n s  d e s c r ib e d  u n d e r  i te m s  2  a n d  3, a b o v e , o th e r  in d ic a to rs  o f  s c h o o l 

d is t r ic t  p e r f o rm a n c e  a n d  s ta f f  a n d  f in a n c ia l  d a ta .
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D. CREATION OF CHARTER SCHOOLS

A  s c h o o l b o a rd  m a y . u n d e r  th e  n e w  law , r e q u e s t  th e  S ta te  S u p e r in te n d e n t’s  a p p ro v a l fo r  th e  

c r e a t io n  o f  o n e  o r  tw o  c h a n c r  s c h o o ls ,  e i th e r  u p o n  its  o w n  in it ia t iv e  o r  u p o n  r e c e ip t  o f  a  w r i t te n  

p e t i t io n  f ro m  te a c h e r 's  e m p lo y e d  b y  th e  s c h o o l d is t r ic t .

/ .  C r e a t i o n  U p o n  T e a c h e r  P e t i t io n  

U n d e r  th e  p e t i t io n  a l te rn a t iv e :

a . A  p e t i t io n  re q u e s tin g  th e  c re a tio n  o f  a  c h a n c r  s c h o o l,  s ig n e d  b /  a t le a s t  1 0 %  o f  th e  

te a c h e r s  e m p lo y e d  b y  th e  s c h o o l d is t r ic t  o r  at le a s t 5 0 %  o f  th e  te a c h e r s  e m p lo y e d  b y  o n e  s c h o o l 

in  th e  d is t r ic t ,  m u s t b e  fi ed  w ith  th e  s c h o o l d is t r ic t  c le rk .

b . T h e  p e t i t io n  m u s t in c lu d e  a ll o f  th e  fo llo w in g :

( 1 )  T h e  n a m e  o f  d ie  p e rs o n  s e e k in g  to  e s ta b l is h  th e  c h a n c r  s c h o o l.

( 2 )  T h e  n a m e  o f  th e  p e rso n  w h o  w ill b e  c h a r g e  o f  th e  c h a n c r  s c h o o l a n d  th e  m a n n e r  in  

w h ic h  th e  a d m in is t ra t iv e  s e rv ic e s  w ill  b e  p ro v id e d .

( 3 )  A  d e s c r ip t io n  or' th e  e d u c a t io n a l p ro g ra m  o f  th e  c h a n e r  s c h o o l.

( 4 )  T h e  m e th o d s  th e  s c h o o l w ill u s e  to  e n a b le  p u p i ls  to  a t ta in  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls  u n d e r  
s .  1 1 8 .0 1 . S ta ts .

( 5 )  T h e  m e th o d  b y  w h ic h  p u p il p ro g re s s  in  a t ta in in g  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls  u n d e r  
s .  1 1 8 .0 1 , S ta ts . ,  w ill  b e  m e a su re d .

( 6 )  T h e  g o v e r n a n c e  s tru c tu re  o f  d ie  c h a n e r  s c h o o l ,  in c lu d in g  th e  m e th o d  to  b e  fo llo w e d  b y  

th e  s c h o o l  to  e n s u re  p a re n ta l in v o lv e m e n t.

( 7 )  S u b je c t  to  th e  c e r tif ic a tio n  re q u ire m e n ts  d e s c r ib e d  a b o v e , th e  q u a l if ic a tio n s  th a t m u s t b e  

m e t b y  in d iv id u a ls  e m p lo y e d  b y  th e  c h a n e r  s c h o o l.

( 8 )  T h e  p r o c e d u re s  th e  c h a n c r  s c h o o l w ill fo llo w  to  e n s u re  th e  h e a lth  a n d  s a f e ty  o f  p u p ils .

(9 )  T h e  m e a n s  by  w h ich  the sc h o o l w ill a c h ie v e  a  r a c i j l  a n d  e th n ic  b a lan ce  a m o n g  its  pupiLs 

th a t  is  r e f le c t iv e  o f  ih e  s c h o o l d is tr ic t  p o p u la tio n .

( 1 0 )  T h e  r e q u i r e m e i t s  fo r  a d m is s io n  to  th e  c h a n c r  sc h o o l.

( 1 1 )  T h e  m a n n e r  tn  w h ic h  an n u a l a u d its  o f  th e  f in a n c ia l a n d  p ro g ra m m a tic  o p e ra tio n s  o f  th e  
s c h o o l  w il l  b e  p e r fo rm e d .
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(1 2 )  T h e  p ro c e d u re s  fo r  d is c ip l in in g  p u p ils .

(1 3 )  T h e  p u b lic  s c h o o l a l te r n a t iv e s  fo r  p u p ils  w h o  re s id e  in  th e  s c h o o l  d is t r ic t  w h o  d o  n o t

w ish  to  a t te n d  o r  a re  n o t a d m itte d  to  th e  c h a n c r  s c h o o l.

(1 4 )  A d e s c r ip tio n  o f  th e  c h a n c r  s c h o o l fa c i l i t ie s  a n d  th e  ty p e s  a n d  l im its  o f  th e  l ia b il i ty

in s u ra n c e  th a t t ' s c h o o l w ill  c a r ry .

( 1 5 )  T h e  e f fe c t o f  th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  th e  c h a n c r  s c h o o l o n  th e  l ia b i l i ty  o f  th e  s c h o o l

district.

If  a  s c h o o l b o a rd  h a s  re c e iv e d  a p p ro v a l fo r  a  c h a n c r  s c h o o l  f ro m  th e  S ta te  S u p e r in te n d e n t ,  

th e n ,  w id tin  3 0  d a y s  a f te r  r e c e iv in g  a  p e titio n  f ro m  te a c h e r s ,  th e  s c h o o l  b o a rd  m u s t  h o ld  a p u b lic  

h c a n n g  on  th e  p e titio n  to  c o n s id e r  th e  level o f  e m p lo y e  a n d  p a re n ta l s u p p o r t  fo r  th e  e s ta b l ish m e n t 

o f  th e  c h a n e r  s c h o o l d e s c r ib e d  in  th e  p e t i t io n . A f te r  th e  h e a r in g ,  th e  s c h o o l  b o a rd  m a y  g r a n t  th e  
p e t i t io n .  H o w e v e r , a  sc h o o l b o a rd  m a y  n o t g ra n t  a  p e t i t io n  th a t  w o u ld  r e s u l t  in  a  c o n v e r s io n  o f  

a ll the  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  in  d ie  s c h o o l d is tr ic t  to  c h a n c r  s c h o o ls  u n le s s  b o th  o f  th e  f o l lo w in g  a p p ly :

a . A t Iexst 5 0 %  o f  th e  te a c h e r s  e m p lo y e d  b y  th e  s c h o o l d is t r ic t  s ig n  d ie  p e t i t io n .

b. T h e  schoo l board  p rov ide^  a lte rn a tiv e  p u b lic  sc h o o l a tte n d a n c e  a rra n g e m e n ts  fo r  p u p ils  w ho  

d o  n o t w ish  to  a t te n d  o r  a rc  n o t a d m itte d  to  a  c h a n c r  s c h o o l.

If a  s c h o o l b o a rd  g ra m s  th e  p e t i t io n ,  th e  s c h o o l  b o a rd  m u s t  c o n t r a c t  w ith  th e  p e rs o n  n a m e d  

in  th e  p e t itio n  to  o p e ra te  th e  s c h o o l a s  a  c h a n e r  s c h o o l .  T h e  c o n t r a c t  m u s t  in c lu d e  a ll th e  
p r o v is io n s  s p e c if ie d  in th e  p e t i t io n  a r d  m a y  in c lu d e  o th e r  p ro v is io n s  a g re e d  to  b y  th e  p a n ic s .

2. Creation by School Board Initiative

U n d e r  th e  la w . if  a  s c h o o l b o a rd  h a s  r e c e iv e d  a p p ro v a l  fo r  a  c h a n c r  s c h o o l  f ro m  th e  S ta te  

S u p e r in te n d e n t ,  it m a y , o n  its  o w n  in it ia t iv e ,  c o n t r a c t  w ith  a n  in d iv id u a l  o r  g r o u p  to  o p e r a te  a  

s c h o o l  a s  a  c h a r te r  sc h o o l. T h e  c o n tra c t  m u s t in c lu d e  a ll th e  p r o v is io n s  d e s c r ib e d  a b o v e  u n d e r  a 

c h a n c r  s c h o o l c re a te d  b y  a  te a c h e r  p e tit io n  a n d  m a y  in c lu d e  o th e r  p r o v is io n s  a g r e e d  to  b y  th e  
p a n ic s .

T h e  s c h o o l b o a rd  m a y  n o t e n te r  in to  s u c h  a  c o n t r a c t  i f  it w o u ld  re s u lt  in  th e  c o n v e r s io n  o f  

a l l  o f  th e  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  in th e  s c h o o l d is tr ic t  to  c h a n c r  s c h o o ls , u n le s s  th e  s c h o o l  b o a rd  p ro v id e s  

a l te rn a t iv e  p u b lic  s c h o o l a t te n d a n c e  a r r a n g e m e n ts  f o r  p u p ils  w h o  d o  n o t w is h  to  a t te n d  o r  a re  n o t 
a d m it te d  to  th e  c h a n e r  sc h o o l.
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E. EXPENDITURE LIMITATION

U n d e r  th e  la w . th e  c o n t r a c t  fo r  a  c h a r te r  s c h o o l  n .u s t s p e c ify  tlie a m o u n t to  b e  p a id  by  th e  
s c h o o l b o a rd  to  th e  c h a n c r  s c h o o l d u r in g  e a c h  s c h o o l y ea r  o f  th e  c o n tra c t.  In a n y  s c h o o l y ea r , d ie  

s c h o o l  b o a rd  m a y  n o t s p e n d , o n  a v e ra g e ,  m o re  p e r  p u p il e n r o l le d  in  a n y  c h a n c r  s c h o o l  th a n  it 
s p e n d s ,  o n  a v e r a g e ,  p e r  p u p il  e n ro l le d  in  th e  p u b lic  s c h o o ls ,  e x c lu d in g  c h a n c r  s c h o o ls ,  a s  

d e te r m in e d  b y  th e  S ta te  S u p e r in te n d e n t .

F . OTHER CONTRACT PROVISIONS AND LIM ITATIONS

A c o n tra c t  fo r  a  c h a r te r  s c h o o l m a y  b  fo r  a n y  te rm  n o t e x c e e d in g  f iv e  sc h o o l y e a rs  an d  m a y  

be re n e w e d  fo r  o n e  o r  m o re  te rm s  n o t e x c e e d in g  f iv e  s c h o o l y ea rs . A  sc h o o l b o a rd  m a y  n o t e n te r  

in to  a  c o n t r a c t  fo r  th e  e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  a  c h a n e r  s c h o o l  lo c a te d  o u ts id e  th e  s c h o o l d is t r ic t  o r  a 

c o n tra c t  th a t  w o u ld  re su lt  in th e  c o n v e r s io n  o f  a  p r iv a te  s c h o o l to  a c h a n c r  s c h o o l.

A s c h o o l  b o a rd  m u s t g iv e  p re fe re n c e  in  a w a rd in g  c h a n c r  s c h o o l  c o n t r a c ts  to  th o s e  c h a r te r  

s c h o o ls  th a t  s e rv e  c h i ld r c n - a t - r i s k .

G. RESTRICTIO N S ON CHARTER SCHOOLS

T h e  f o l lo w in g  r e s tr ic t io n s  a p p ly  to  th e  o p e r a t io n s  o f  c h a n e r  s c h o o ls :

1. N o  p u p il  m a y  be re q u ir e d  to  a t te n d  a  c h a r te r  s c h o o l  w ith o u t  h is  o r  h e r  a p p r o v a l ,  i f  tlie  

p u p il  is a n  a d u l t ,  o r  th e  a p p r o v a l  o f  h is  o r  h e r  p a r e n ts  o r  le g a l g u a r d ia n ,  i f  th e  p u p il  is a  m in o r .

2 . I f  a  c h a n c r  s c h o o l  r e p la c e s  a  p u b lic  s c h o o l ,  in  w h o le  o r  in  p a n ,  th e  c h a n e r  s c h o o l  m a s t  

g iv e  p re f e r e n c e  in  a d m is s io n  to  a n y  p u p il w h o  re s id e s  w ith in  th e  a t te n d a n c e  a r e a  o r  fo rm e r  

a t te n d a n c e  a r e a  o f  th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o l .

3 . T h e  c h a n c r s c h o o l m u s t  be n o n sc c ta r ia n  in  its  p ro g ra m s , a d m is s io n s  p o lic ie s , e m p lo y m e n t 

p ra c tic e s  a n d  a l l  o u h cr o p e ra t io n s .

4 . A  c h a n e r  s c h o o l  m a y  n o t d is c r im in a te  in  a d m is s io n  o r  d e n y  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  a n y  p ro g ra m  
o r  a c tiv ity  o il d ie  b as is  o f  a  p e r s o n ’s se x . race , re lig io n , n a tio n a l o r ig in , a n c e s try , p re g n a n c y , m a rita l 

o r  p a re n ta l  s ta tu s ,  s e x u a l  o n e n ta t io n  o r  p h y s ic a l ,  m e n ta l ,  e m o tio n a l  o r  le a rn in g  d is a b il i ty .

5 . A  c h a n e r  s c h o o l  m a y  n o t c h a rg e  tu it io n .

//. CH ARTER REVOCATION

A  c h a n c r  m a y  b e  re v o k e d  b y  th e  s c h o o l  b o a rd  if  th e  s c h o o l  b e a r d  f in d s  th a t a n y  o f  th e  

f o l lo w in g  o c c u r re d :

Page 6 Wisconsin Legislative Council Staff



1. T h e  c h a n c r  s c h o o l v io la te d  its  c o n tra c t  w ith  th e  sc h o o l b o a rd .

2 . T h e  p u p ils  e n ro lle d  in  th e  c h a n e r  s c h o o l  fa ile d  to  m a k e  s u f f i c ie n t  p ro g re s s  to w a rd  

o b ta in in g  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  g o a ls  u n d e r  s. 1 1 8 .0 1 , S ta ts .

3 . T h e  c h a n c r  sc h o o l fa iled  to  c o m p ly  w ith  g e n e ra lly  a c c e p te d  a c c o u n tin g  s ta n d a rd s  o f  f isca l 

m a n a g e m e n t .

4 . T h e  c h a n c r  s c h o o l v io la te d  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  th e  s ta tu te s  r e la te d  to  c h a n e r  s c h o o ls .

/. REVOCATION OF SCHOOL BOARD AUTHORITY

U n d e r  th e  la w . a  s c h o o l b o a rd  w h ic h  re c e iv e s  a p p ro v a l f ro m  th e  S ta te  S u p e r in te n d e n t  to  

e s tab lish  a  c h a n c r  sch o o l p rio r  to  d ie  e n d  o f  a  c a le n d a r  y e a r  m ust o p e ra te  o r  d e m o n s tra te  s ig n if ic a n t 
p ro g re s s  to w a r d  o p e ra tin g  d ie  c h a n c r  s c h o o l by  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  n e x t  s c h o o l  y e a r .  I f  n o t ,  th e  

S ta te  S u p e r in te n d e d  m u st w ith d raw  h is  o r  h e r  a p p ro v a l fo r  the  e s ta b l is h m e n t o f  th a t c h a n c r  sc h o o l.

J. STATE AID

P u p ils  e n ro lle d  in  a  c h a n c r  s c h o o l axe in c lu d e d  in the  sch o o l d is t r ic t ’s  m e m b e rs h ip  fo r  g e n e ra l 

s ta te  a id  p u rp o s e s .

K. AUDIT BUREAU EVALUATION

U n d e r  th e  la w , the  Jo in t L e g is la t iv e  A u d it C o m m itte e  m ay  d ire c t th e  L e g is la t iv e  A u d it B u rea u  

to  p e r fo rm  a  f in a n c ia l a n d  p ro g ra m  e v a lu a tio n  a u d it  o f  th e  c h a n c r  s c h o o l ’s  p ro g ra m  a n d  s u b m it its  

r c p o n  b y  J a n u a r y  I ,  2 0 0 0 .

RW:rjl:wir.ji;las
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However, the left’s sentimental­

ity about itself nnd nastiness about 
this nation suffered another wound 
last week, when the Yale Universi­
ty Press published “The Secret 
World of American Communism," 
a selection of documents from the 
archives of the former Soviet 
Union pertaining to the Commu­
nist Party of the United Stntes. An­
notated by Harvey Klehr of Emory 
University. John Earl Haynes of 
the Library of Congress nnd 
Fridrikh Igorevich Firsov, a Rus­
sian archivist, the documents de­
molish the romantic notion that 
the CPUSA was just a manifesta­
tion of political idealism, perhaps 
naively nnd imprudently extreme, 
but still an institution in the Amer­
ican tradition of populist protest:

“The documents in this book 
demonstrate with unmistakable 
clarity that the common percep­
tion that 'American communism

strument of Soviet espionage. ... 
(The CPUSA was) a conspiracy fi­
nanced by a hostile foreign power 
that recruited members for clan­
destine work, developed an elabo­
rate underground apparatus, and 
used that npparntus to collaborate 
with espionage services of that 
power."

Highly pertinent to the Hiss 
case Is the fact that some of the 
documents confirm the story of 
clandestine activities in Washing­
ton in the 1930s as told by Whitta­
ker Chambers, the former Soviet 
agent who became Hiss’ accuser. 
The documents, say the authors of 
the book, demonstrate something 
that Hiss’ defenders scoffed at, the 
fact that "a thriving Communist 
underground was in place in the 
1930s." For example, documents 32 
and 33, found in CPUSA files thnt 
bad been sent to Moscow for safe­
keeping, demonstrate the theft of

viidliti. »w
pants in clandestine Communist 
activities.

The evidence against Hiss was 
sufficient to convict him of perju­
ry, and since then additional evi­
dence (see Allen Weinstein’s defin­
itive history of the case) has 
forced his embattled defenders to 
adopt what is now known as an 
"Oliver Stone defense." The prem­
ise of Stone’s movie "JFK" was 
that o vast conspiracy produced 
the Kennedy assassination, and 
proof of the vastness is that the 
conspirators left not a shred of evi­
dence of their conspiracy. Hiss' de­
fenders say many individuals and 
govt ament agencies conspired to 
frame him, even producing a flaw­
lessly forged copy of his typewrit­
er. (O.J. Simpson's lawyers are 
mounting a modified "Stone" de­
fease, arguing that the night of the 
murders the Los Angeles police in­

put is wrong about evciju.uit, 
Thnt is, paranoiacs can have real

Sroblcms and enemies, but nol for 
le reasons suggested by their 
weird view of now the world 
works. Postwar anti-communism 

committed excesses and occasion­
ally partook of paranoia. However, 
that did not vindicate the anti-anti­
communism of many intellectuals. 
Tho people who portrayed the 
CPUSA darkly got it essentially 
right, although they rarely por­
trayed it darkly enough.

And the deepest paranoia was 
-  and is -  among those who con­
tinue to consider America para­
noid because they cannot face the 
fact thnt the left was on the losing 
side of history, and deserved to be.

Georga F. Will Is a columnist 
for ths Washington Post.
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P a ren ta l c o n tro l is  the 
re a l is su e  fo r  educa tion

Reference has been made to 
Uavid Reaume’s My Turn column 
and follow-up letter presenting in­
formation that refutes the claim 
that class size impacts student 
performance.

The idea that class size should 
be limited tu no more than 25 stu­
dents ir. obviously subjective. Why 
not 15 or 28 or 32? There are sim­
ply too many variables involved,
e.g. family circumstances, quali­

ties and skill of the teacher, school 
atmosphere and expectations, etc.

My concern is that class size 
may be used as an excuse for poor 
educational performance to direct 
attention away from the real prob­
lem with our public schools.

We constantly hear that our 
schools need more money, but as 
far as I am concerned lack of mon­
ey is not the p-oblem. If it was, we 
would be in excellent shape.

Certainly one of the major prob­
lems in our society that seriously 
Impacts student performance has

nothing to do with our schools -  
namely the disintegration of the 
family unit and lack of parental in­
volvement.

Rut there is enough blame to go 
around. Our schools have become 
social institutions rather than edu­
cational institutions. Programs 
and policies reflect the least com­
mon denominator of student be­
havior and performance.

Our schools need more autono­
my with less bureaucratic over­
sight and its resulting high admin­
istrative costs. Certainly a good

dose of competition in Ihe fi * of 
school choice would work wor. iers. 
Parents simply need more power 
over the education of their chil­
dren.

Until parents can wrest control 
of the schools from the National 
Education Association and its sup­
porters, there is little hope of cor­
recting the problem. Certainly 
spending more money as request­
ed by the defenders of the existing 
system will not do it.
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