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IN THE LEGISLATURE OI; THE STATE OF ALASKA

NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

in skna'I'ok <;ki-:kn 
InlrodiHL'd: 2/J/V5
Utlinul: m;s

A B IL L  

F O R  A N  A C T  E N T IT L E D

1 " \ n  A d  r e la t in g  io  b i r th  c e r t i f ic a te s  fo r  c e r ta in  fo re ig n  b o r n  p e rs o n s  w ho a r e

2 a d o p te d ."

S E N A T E  B I L L  N O . 62

4 * Section I. AS 1X.50.2I1(a) is am e n d e d  io read :

5  (a) T h e  |S U B JE C T  T O  T H E  L IM IT A T IO N  IN <b» O F  T H IS  SE C T IO N . T H E |

6  M ate re g is tra r  sha ll issu e  a c e r tif ic a te  o f  b irth  fo r a p erso n  b o rn  ou tside  the U nited

S ta te s  w h o se  ad o p tiv e  p a ren ts  a re  re s id e n ts  o f  the s ta te  at th e  tim e o f  the ad o p tio n ,

u p o n  re q u es t by  the  a d o p ted  p e rso n , o r  by  the ad o p ted  p e r s o n 's  ad o p tiv e  paren t or

‘J g u a rd ia n  tha t the  c e r tilie a te  be m ade, a n d  upon  receip t o f  an  ad o p tio n  report as

10 p ro v id e d  in A S IX .50.210 to g e th e r  wi th

11 ( I ) the in fo rm ation  n ecessary  to  identify the orig inal certificate  o f  birth;

12 o r

B  (2 ) if there is no  o rig in a l c e r tif ic a te  o f  b irth , th e  fin d in g s o f  the co u rt

I-I u n d e r  A S 2 5 .2 3 .1 7 5 . u n less  the  ad o p tio n  p ro ceed in g  is co m m en c ed  before A ugust 31.

SII0062A . | .

'’ O W i O - n T - :  -------------------------
S it 62



1 1982, in w hich case  an  affidav it o f  an  adop tive  paren t se ttin g  o u t the true o r  p robab le

2  j d a te  an d  place o f  b irth  and  p aren tag e  o f  the ad o p ted  p erso n  m u st acco m p an y  the

3  ad o p tio n  report.

4  * S ec. 2 . A S  18.50 .211(b) is repealed .

r.

> < t  ' Jc-irr' . irrj (DELETED TEXT BRACKETED}
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S E N A T O R  L Y D A  G R E E N
SENATE D IS T R IC T  N

S p o n s o r S t a t e m e n t

S e n a t e  Bil l  62

"An Act re lating to b ir t l i  certificates f o r  certain fo re ig n  born persons who 
are adopted ."

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  th is  bil l is to a l l o w  f o r e ig n - b o r n  a d o p t e e s  w h o  a r e  n o w
o v e r  the  a g e  o f  18 to o b ta in  a b ir th  c e r t i f i c a te .

C u r r e n t  l a w  a l lo w s  f o r e ig n - b o r n  a d o p t e e s  to  have  a b i r th  c e r t i f i c a t e  i f  they 
a r c  u n d e r  the a g e  o f  18 w h e n  th e y  a p p ly .  H o w e v e r ,  w h e n  this  l a w  was
p a s s e d  in 1982,  the re  was  n o  r e t r o a c t i v e  p r o v i s i o n  i n c l u d e d  to a l lo w  those
p e r s o n s  w h o  w ere  a l re ady  o v e r  the ag e  o f  18 at  tha t  t i m e  to  o b ta in  a bir th 
c e r t i f i c a te .  T h i s  sm al l  g r o u p  o f  A l a s k a n s  is t h e re b y  e x c l u d e d  f ro m  
o b t a i n i n g  a bi r th  ce r t i f i c a te ,  w h i l e  all o t h e r  a d o p t e d  c h i l d r e n ,  fo r e ig n  or  
d o m e s t i c  b o rn ,  can  have  o n e  by a p p l y i n g  b e fo re  a g e  18.  T h e s e  in d iv id u a l s  
a r c  c o n f r o n t e d  w i th  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a n d  d e l a y s  w h e n  t r a v e l i n g  o r  a p p l y i n g  for  
v a r io u s  p r o g r a m s .  T h e y  s h o u ld  n o t  be d e p r i v e d  o f  a b i r th  ce r t i f i c a te  
s im p l y  b e c a u s e  they  are  n o w  too  o ld  to  a p p ly .

T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  r e m o v e  f r o m  s ta tu te  1 8 . 5 0 .2 1 1 ( b )  w h i c h  s t a t e s  th a t  a birth
c e r t i f i c a t e  m a y  no t  be i s sued  if  the  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  fo r  w h o m  the
c e r t i f i c a t e  is in t e n d e d  is 18 o r  m o r e  y e a r s  o f  age  w h e n  the r e q u e s t  for  the
c e r t i f i c a t e  is  m a d e .

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  h a l f  o f  the o t h e r  s ta t e s  is sue  bi r th  c e r t i f i c a t e s  to fo re ig n  
bo rn  a d o p t e e s ,  A la sk a  b e ing  o n e  o f  the  f irs t  to b e g in  t h e  p rac t ice .
H o w e v e r ,  A la s k a  m ay  be  the o n ly  s ta te to h a v e  an a g e  r e s t r i c t io n .  B eca u se
federa l  l a w  p r o h ib i t s  a p e r s o n  o v e r  the age  o f  16 f ro m  b e i n g  a d o p t e d ,  the 
r e m o v a l  o f  th is  sec t ion  d o e s  not  a l lo w  a d u l t s  to be a d o p t e d  and  then  ob ta in  
a bi r th  c e r t i f i c a te .  It s i m p l y  a l l o w s  th o s e  w h o  w e r e  a d o p t e d  as c h i ld r e n ,
bu t  are n o w  o ver  age  18, to  be ab l e  to o b ta in  a bi r th  c e r t i f i c a te .
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Phone: (907) -165-3991 
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130 Seward Street, Stii'e 218
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February 8, 1995

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Senator Lyda Green

FROM: M aureen Weeks
Legislative Analyst

RH B ir th  C e r t if ic a te s  to  F o re ig n  B o rn  A d o p te e s
Research Request 95.105

You ask whether any state besides Alaska issues birth certificates to adopted persons born in other 
countries. The answer is that at least half the states, including Alaska, issue such birth certificates. 
Alaska is perhaps the only state which will not issue these certificates to  foreign-born people older 
than 18.

George Gay, the chief o f  Registration M ethods Branch o f  the Division o f  Vital Statistics in the 
National Center for Health Statistics (Phone. 301/436-8815), reports that at least half the states issue 
birth certificates to forcign-bom people adopted by parents who reside in the state. Alaska may have 
been the first state to do so. Although Alaska is not alone in issuing such birth certificates, ou r  state 
is certainly "unusual" in restricting certificates to foreign-born persons w ho are younger than 18, Mr. 
Gay says. He speculates the language may be an imitation o f  federal language which docs not allow 
officials to  issue copies  o f  some documents after a foreign-born person is 18.

Birtn certificates to  foreign-born adoptees are "aesthetic" but have little practical value, according 
to  Mr G ay They  can be used to establish a child's age when it is time to en ter school, but they 
cannot be used to obtain passports or for other official business, Mr. Gay says. Certificates issued 
years after birth violate the basic principle o f  vital statistics registration, which is to  register births and 
deaths w hen they occur and where they occur, he says

I hope this information is useful to you. If you have any further questions please don't hesitate to call 
me.

A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la t u r e g F § &

FEB DU 1W
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STATE OF ALASKA
IS0-FB: 95-999999 
STATE R LE  NUMBER

DATE FILED: 01/01/95

STATE OF ALASKA 
Orpirtmcnt of Health A Sociil 'lervkei 

Bureau of Viul SlatirlKj 
BOX 110675 

JUNEAU, AK 99811-0675

P RTII FQR A JQ R K I/; N; BQRN CHILDC E R T in c ,

NAME OF CHILD : JANE MA3

DATE OF BIRTH: 01/01/

MOTHER’S MAID '

DATE OF BIRTH

FATHEI

DATE

ASKA

PARENT’S RESIDENCE ADDRESS
STREET
CITY
STATE
ZIP

350 MAIN STREET 
JUNEAU 
ALASKA 
99811-0675

I HEREBY VERIFY THAT THE DATA SHOWN ABOVE IS BASED ON EVIDENCE PRESENTED TO FFICE

STATE REGISTRAR

DATE

THIS DOCUMENT IS NOT TO BE CONSIDERED EVIDENCE S CITIZENSHIP

i c e rt ify  that this is a true , f u l l  ano connccT copy o r  the the bureau o f  vital statistics DEPARTMENT Of health and SOCI* Al CERTIFICATE ON F’LC IN 
CCS. JUNEAU. ALASKA

OATC ISSUED
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Paine./t, A l a s k a  

H a n u a n y  1, 7 995

Air OPCft U 7 7 C R  70 O U R  U ( j l S L A 7 0 R S :

I netpect/.u lly n e y u e t t  y o u n  h e l p  in (jetting a B  i n t h  C e n t  if. i c a i e  I o n  
my t o n  B n i a n ,  a g e  34,

•7t» Rutland. R a l p h  a n d  I a d o p t e d  B n i a n  I n o n  ftonea w h e n  he w a t  3 ’* y e a n t  o /  
age. U h e n  h i t  A d o p t i o n  a n d  f t a i u n a l i z a t i o n  p a p c n t  w c n e  f i n a l i z e d ,  I 
a t t u n e d  t h e  n e x t  t t e p  w a t  a d i n t h  c e n t  i t i c a t e ,

! w a t  t h o c k e d  t o  /.ind t h a t  o v e n - t e a t  a d o p t e d  c h i l d n c n  w c n e  n o t  a l l o w e d  
d i n t h  c e n t  if. i c a t e t  in A l a t k a !  I / o u g h t  h a n d  t o n  y e a n t  to n a k c  it p o t t  idle  
t o n  t u c h  a d o p t e e t  t o  n e c e i u e  d i n t h  c e n t  i t i c a t e t .

I w a t  to t h a n k f u l  t h e  leg i t l u t i a n  w a t  e n a c t e d ,  (I t t i l l  a n ! ), th e n  
d i t n a y e d  to £ i n d  it w a t  n o t  n e t n o a c t i v e ,  B n i a n  w a t  o v e n  7 8 dy t h a t  t i ne, 
a n d  a n d  w a t  n o t  e l i g  idle.

B n i a n  it a v e n y  n e t p o n t i d l e  A l a t k a n  c i t i z e n ,  a t e l p - e n p t o y e d  n e c h a n i c  
a n d  t n u c k e n .  H e  h a t  d e e n  t o l d w h e n  t t o p p e d  at t h e  B c n d e n ,  t h a t  it w o u l d
de h e l p t u l  t o  h a v e  a d i n t h  c e n t i l i c a t c  w i t h  him.

I h a v e  d e c n  t o l d  t h e  o n l y  w a y  I o n  h i m  t o  t c c u n e  a d i n t h  c c n i i l i c a t c  it dy

t h e  l e g i t l a t u n e  p a t t i n g  a t p e c i a l  d i l l  g i v i n g  h i n  one, t h e  d i l l  i c i n g
t p o n t e n e d  dy h i t  l o c a l  leg i t l a t o n t ,

in t h e  p a t t  I h a v e  n o t  d e e n  a d l e  t o  p e n t u a d e  o u n  leg it l a t e n t  to d o  thi t ,
I a n  a t k i n g  y o u  to p l c a t e  c o n t i d e n  t h i t  n e q u e t t .  I t  w o u l d  dc a w o n d c n l u l  
g i l t  (.on h i t  3 5 i h  d i n t h d a y !

/hartk y o u  I o n  l i t t z n i n g ,  a n d  I d o  w i t h  y o u  e a c h  a v e n y  t u c c e t t l u l  l e g i t - 
l a t i v e  y e a n .

S i n c c n c t y ,

flavine D c V i i d i t t  
H C 0 4 - 9  3 02
P a l n e n ,  A l a t k a  9 9 6 4 5
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