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SENATE BILL NO. 62
IN THE LEGISLATURE Ol; THE STATE OF ALASKA
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A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

Ad relating io birth certificates for certain foreign born persons who are

adopted.”

* Section I. AS 1X.50.211(a) is amended io0 read:

S110062A
"OWiO-nT-:

(@) The [SUBJECT TO THE LIMITATION IN <b» OF THIS SECTION. THE|
Mate registrar shall issue a certificate of birth for a person born outside the United
States whose adoptive parents are residents of the state at the time of the adoption,

uponrequest by the adopted person, or by the adopted person's adoptive parent or

guardian that the certilieate be made, and upon receipt ofan adoption report as

provided in AS 1X.50.210 together with

(1) the information necessary to identify the original certificate of birth;

or

(2) if there is no original certificate of birth, the findings of the court

under AS 25.23.175. unless the adoption proceeding is commenced beforeAugust 31.

Sit 62




1982, in which case an affidavit of an adoptive parent setting out the true or probable
date and place of birth and parentage of the adopted person must accompany the
adoption report.

* Sec. 2. AS 18.50.211(b) is repealed.
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SENATOR LYDA GREEN
SENATE DISTRICT N

Sponsor Statement
Senate Bill 62

"An Act relating to birtli certificates for certain foreign born persons who
are adopted.”

The purpose of this bill is to allow foreign-born adoptees who are now
over the age of 18 to obtain a birth certificate.

Current law allows foreign-born adoptees to have a birth certificate if they
arc under the age of 18 when they apply. However, when this law was
passed in 1982, there was no retroactive provision included toallow those
persons who were already over the age of 18 at that time to obtain a birth
certificate. This small group of Alaskans is thereby excluded from
obtaining a birth certificate, while all other adopted children, foreign or
domestic born, can have one by applying before age 18. These individuals
arc confronted with difficulties and delays when traveling or applying for
various programs. They should not be deprived of a birth certificate
simply because they are now too old to apply.

This bill would remove from statute 18.50.211(b) which states thata birth
certificate may not be issued if the adopted person forwhom the
certificate is intended is 18 or more years of age whenthe request for the

certificate is made.

Approximately half of the other states issue birth certificates to foreign
born adoptees, Alaska being one of the first to begin the practice.

However, Alaska may be the only state to havean age restriction. Because
federal law prohibits a person over the age of 16 from being adopted, the
removal of this section does not allow adults to be adopted and then obtain
a birth certificate. It simply allows those whowere adopted as children,
but are now over age 18, to be able to obtain a birth certificate.
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130 Seward Street, Stii'e 218
Juneau, Alaska 99801-2106

Phone: (907) -165-3991
Fax: (907) 463-3351

Alaska State Legislature gF§&

February 8, 1995

MEMORANDUM

TO: Senator Lyda Green

FROM: Maureen Weeks
Legislative Analyst

RH Birth Certificates to Foreign Born Adoptees
Research Request 95.105

You ask whether any state besides Alaska issues birth certificates to adopted persons born in other
countries. The answer is that at least halfthe states, including Alaska, issue such birth certificates.
Alaska is perhaps the only state which will not issue these certificates to foreign-born people older

than 18.

George Gay, the chief of Registration Methods Branch of the Division of Vital Statistics in the
National Center for Health Statistics (Phone. 301/436-8815), reports that at least half the states issue
birth certificates to forcign-bom people adopted by parents who reside in the state. Alaska may have
been the first state to do so. Although Alaska is not alone in issuing such birth certificates, our state
is certainly "unusual™ in restricting certificates to foreign-born persons who are younger than 18, Mr.
Gay says. He speculates the language may be an imitation of federal language which docs not allow
officials to issue copies of some documents after a foreign-born person is 18.

Birtn certificates to foreign-born adoptees are "aesthetic" but have little practical value, according
to Mr Gay They can be used to establish a child's age when it is time to enter school, but they
cannot be used to obtain passports or for other official business, Mr. Gay says. Certificates issued
years after birth violate the basic principle of vital statistics registration, which is to register births and
deaths when they occur and where they occur, he says

I hope this information is useful to you. Ifyou have any further questions please don't hesitate to call

me.

HBou 1W
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ISO-FB: 95-999999
STATE RLE NUMBER

DATE FILED: 01/01/95

. STATEOF ALASKA =~
Orpirtment of Health A Sociil 'lervkei
Bureau ot Viul SlatirlK]
BOX 110675
JUNEAU, AK 99811-0675
CERTinc, P RTII FQR AJQRKI/; N;BQRN CHILD
NAME OF CHILD: JANE MA3
DATE OF BIRTH: 01/01/
MOTHER’'S MAID'
DATE OF BIRTH
FATHEI
DATE
ASKA

PARENT’'S RESIDENCE ADDRESS

STREET 350 MAIN STREET

CITY JUNEAU

STATE ALASKA

ZIP 99811-0675
| HEREBY VERIFY THAT THE DATA SHOWN ABOVE IS BASED ON EVIDENCE PRESENTED TO FFICE

STATE REGISTRAR
DATE
THIS DOCUMENT IS NOT TO BE CONSIDERED EVIDENCE S CITIZENSHIP

IS BUREATST D SAHS EARERUITLAPRASOE,  acmmioean e »
OATC ISSUED

NI ATINATION ON(NAUAC VAQGE IMS ANTIHCAY,
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Paine./t, Alaska
Hanuany 1, 7995

Air OPCft U77CR 70 OUR U(JISLA70RS:

I netpect/.u lly neyuett youn help in (jJjetting a Binth Cent if.icaie lon
my ton Bnian, age 34,

o/t> Rutland. Ralph and 1 adopted Bnian Inon ftonea when he wat 3* yeant o/
age. Uhen hit Adoption and ftaiunalization papcnt wcne finalized, |
attuned the next ttep wat a dinth centiticate,

I' wat thocked to /.ind that oven-teat adopted childncn wcne not allowed
dinth cent if.icatet 1in Alatkal! I /ought hand ton yeant to nakc it pott idle
ton tuch adopteet to neceiue dinth centiticatet.

I wat to thankful the legitlutian wat enacted, (I ttill an!), then
ditnayed to £ind it wat not netnoactive, Bnian wat oven 78 dy that tine,
and and wat not eligidle.

Bnian it a veny netpontidle Alatkan citizen, a telp-enptoyed nechanic
and tnucken. He hat deen toldwhen ttopped at the Bcnden, that it would
de helptul to have a dinth centilicatc with him.

I have decn told the only way lon him to tccune adinth ccniilicatc it dy
the legitlatune patting a tpecial dill giving hinone, the dill icing
tpontened dy hit local legitlatont,

in the patt | have not deen adle to pentuade oun legitlatent to do thit,
I an atking you to plcate contiden thit nequett. It would dc a wondcnlul
gilt (.on hit 35ih dinthday!

/hartk you lon littzning, and | do with you each a veny tuccettlul legit-
lative yean.

Sinccncty,

flavine DcViiditt
HC04-9 302
Palnen, Alatka 99645
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