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Sponsor Statement 

SENATE BILL 39

Before the Senate HES Committee 
February 8, 1995

Senate Bill 39 was introduced at the suggest ion of Kathleen 
Niles, admiss ions clerk at the University of Alaska Southeast-
Sitka. The bill would modify the el ig ib i l i ty requirements of the 
Alaska State Troopers Michael Murphy Scho larsh ip program to 
include cert i f ica te programs.

The word ing of AS14.43.300 curren t ly l im its the awarding of 
Murphy scho larsh ip loans to students who pursue a d e g r e e  
program in law enforcement, law, proba t ion and parole, 
peno logy or close ly related fie lds. The language prevents 
students in ce r t i f i c a te programs, such as the Law Enforcement
Ce r t i f ica te Program offe red at the Sitka campus , from
e l i g i b i l i t y .

The scho la rs h ip revo lv ing loan fund es tab l ished by the 
Legislature includes a provis ion allowing forg iveness of one-
fifth of the loan indebtedness for each one year period of full 
time employment in law enforcement in Alaska. Department of 
Labor s ta t is t ic s show that 63 percent of Sitka program 
gradua tes are cu r ren t ly emp loyed in the sta te as law 
enforcement personnel.

The bill carries a zero fiscal note and received unanimous "do 
pass" recommenda t ions from both the HES and Finance 
committees last year before receiving a unanimous vote of the 
full Senate.

SB 39 wil l poten t ia l ly tene f i t Alaska students attending an 
Alaska scnool with an eye toward employment in Alaska.
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SB 160 enlarges the use o f a Michael Murphy memorial scholarship loan to include a 
certificate program as well as a degree program. This would allow the awarding o f 
scholarship loans to students who wish to enroll in a program such as the Alaska Law 
Enforcement Training program (ALET) conducted by the Department o f Public Safety 
Training Academy in Sitka under the accreditation o f the University o f Alaska Southeast.

ALET is the basic requirement for employment as a police officer as required by the Alaska 
Police Standards Council. Perspective police officers must successfully complete ALET or 
a similar program approved by APSC to be employed as a law enforcement officer.

.By enlarging the usage o f the Michael Murphy scholarship loan program to include 
certificate programs a larger number o f prospective police officers can be aided in achieving 
a career in law enforcement. This is a desirable change that would help those in need of 
assistance in meeting the basic requirements fo r entry into the law enforcement field.

L. Burton

BILL NO: SB 160 DATE:

TITLE: "An Act relating to CONTACT:
memorial scholarship loans"

The Michael Murphy scholarship loan program was established by the Alaska Legislature 
in 1968 in memory o f Michael Murphy, an immigrant from Ireland. Because he felt he 
owed his adopted country, he took a leave o f absence from the Alaska State Troopers and 
went to Viet Nam as a civilian police advisor. On May 22, 1968 he was killed in acuon.

The Michael Murphy Scholarship Fund is supported entirely by State Employees donating 
a day or more o f annual leave per year to the fund.

Currently a loan granted under the Michael Murphy Scholarship Loan program can only be 
used to pursue a degree program in an accredited college or university in Law Enforcement, 
Law, Probation and Parole, or Penology, or closely related fields.

March 31. 1993

C.E. Swackhainmer 
Deputy Commissioner 
465-4322



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

'c.uie M.nontv U'avler 

1 ’’.'Ir. ludicurv Committee 
I'.v <K;ir. C o m m u n i t y  i  

Regional Aitairs

t  State Aisairs Committee 

Committee on Committees 

Western states Legislative Forestry 

Legislative Council

Force S e n a t o r

lur.eau
sta te C ap ito l 

Alaska ‘" h<i| IlSi ■jo'' onv.uT.t Fax W' anVWr
Front Street 

Ketchikan. Alaska 9W0 I

Fix 'hi7i ::s 07i3

EQRJMMEP1ATE RELEASE

February 15, 1994 Contact: Joe Ambrose 
465-4906

The State Senate today gave unanimous approval to legislation
tha t wou ld make s tuden ts a t tend ing the Law Enfo rcement 
C e r t i f i c a te Program at UAS-S itka e l ig ib le  fo r the State 
Troopers Michael Murphy Scholarsh ip Loan Program.

Senate Bill 160 was introduced last year by Senator Robin L. 
Taylor at the suggest ion of Kathleen Niles, admiss ions clerk at 
the Sitka campus.

Current state law l im its the award ing of scho la rsh ip loans to 
students in a degree program in law enforcement and related 
fie lds. Recip ients receive forg iveness of one-f i f th of the ir loan
indeb tedness for each year of fu l l t ime employmen t in law 
enforcement in the state fo l low ing graduat ion.

Niles suggested that since 63 percent of the Sitka graduates are 
cu rren t ly employed in Alaska, ce r t i f ica te program students too 
should be elig ib le to benefit from the revolv ing loan fund.

Richard Burton , Commiss ioner of Public Safety, in a posit ion 
paper on Taylor 's bill, called it "a desirable change"

"By enlarg ing the usage of the Michael Murphy scholarsh ip loan
prog ram to inc lude ce r t i f i c a te p rog rams ' , Bur ton wrote , "a 
larger number of prospect ive pol ice of f ice rs can be aided in
achieving a career in law enforcement” .

Senate Bill 160 moves to the House for its considerat ion.

- C -

R o b i n  L .  T a y lo r
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March 5, 1993

The Honorable Robin Taylor
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
Dear Senator Taylor:
I am the Admissions Clerk at the University of Alaska Southeast in 
Sitka and am in charge of the recruitment process for the Law 
Enforcement Certificate Program. The University of Alaska Foundation’s 
A l a s k a  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s :  M i c h a e l  M u r p h y  S c h o l a r s h i p  was recently brought 
to my attention as potentially being available for students applying for this program.

%I spoke with the contact person for the scholarship, Lieutenant Robin 
Lown of Juneau. He felt that it would be a good idea if this scholarship 
was made available to Certificate students, but advised me to contact the 
Postsecondaiy Commission for restrictions. I spoke with Linda Avery 
from the Commission; she felt that the scholarship was probably for four- 
year degree program students, but that an application from a certificate 
student had never been submitted as a test case.
I would like to promote the eligibility of the Law Enforcement Certificate 
Program for the A l a s k a  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s :  M i c h a e l  M u r p h y  S c h o l a r s h i p .  

The limitations as currently stated in Sec 14.43.300 are "...a Michael 
Murphy memoir'll scholarship loan may be used only to pursue a degree 
program in an accredited college or university in law enforcement, law, 
probation and parole, or penology, or closely related fields.”

1333 StwvdAvwua • Sflta. V t lA a  M 635-»4M  • ,007)747-0063 .  PAX 7 4 / 0 5 5 3



Senator Taylor 
Page 2

This scholars.iip is a revolving loan fund, the recipient receiving 
forgiveness of one-fifth of loan indebtedness for each one-year period of 
full-time employment in Alaska in law-enforcement or related field. The 
enclosed brochure states that recent Alaska Labor Department statistics 
show that 63 percent of the Law Enforcement Certificate Program 
graduates are currently employed in Alaska as law enforcement 
personnel and this percentage does not include those working for the 
federal government or outside of Alaska.
This is an expensive program. The cost for the 17 week program for Fall 
1992 was over $5000; for the 11 week program, a student could expect to 
spend close to $3750. As an employee who hears the moans and groans 
from those who want to enter the Law Enforcement field and are trying 
to finance this program, the possibility of scholarship help would be very 
encouraging. I would appreciate your consideration of this matter and 
thank you for your time.
Sincerely,

Kathleen Niles 
Admissions
enclosures



Tho Alaska Stat* Legialatur# haa eatabliahed tha Michael Murphy 
Scholarship Loan Fund for eligible Alaaka residents. This 
acholarahip loan ia funded by private donation* and by voluntary 
contnbutiona from atate employee* who may contribute one or more 
day* of annual leave to the fund. The Department of 
Administration credita the memonai with fun da equal to tha value 
of the donated leave and furmahea the employee with e atatement 
reflecting the value of the donation. The atatement may be ueed for 
income tax purpose*.

Funda of up to 41.000 per year are available for undergraduate* and 
graduate* who ar* full-time atudenta pursuing a degree program at 
an accredited college or university in law enforcement, law, 
probation and parola, penology, or doaely related Gelda. The loan* 
are non-inters it-bearing and, upon degree completion, the 
acholarahip loan recipient aball receive forgiven*** of 20 percent of 
total loan indebtadneaa for each oar year period be or ah* ia 
employed full-tnn# in Alaaka law enfoicement or related field*.

Application* iruat be eubmitted by Apnl 1 for fall anrollmant. For 
further information and application* interested atudant* ahould 
contact:

Lieutenant Robin Low n 
Alaaka State Trooper*

ATTN: Michael Murphy Scholarship Fund 
2760 Sherwood Lane 
Juneau. A K  99801 
(907) 789-2161

M IC T IA K L  M U R P H Y  M K U O  R IA L  S C H O L A R S H IP  LO A N  F U N D



Dcicctivc Dawn Augustus, Class of 1985
□ ADMISSIONS
Enro llm ent is lim ited lo  thirty persons; applications 
axe processed on  a first-com e. first-served basis. A pp li­
cants to the 17 week University Certificate fhogram  
must submit a high schoo l transcript show ing graduation 
o r passing 0 1 :1 ) scores. A ll participants axe required to 
meet aJin ission requirements o f  the A laska Public 
S a fe ly  Academy which include a thorough background 
check, a valid driver's license, and m inimum  physical 
requirements There is no  m inimum  age requirement but 
applicants axe advised o f the age 21 m inimum  hiring 
siam i-rd o f  law  enforcement agencies.

A ll application m ateria ls, including requests fo r housing 
and financial aids, a ic  handled through live University o f 
A laska Southeast. S itka Campus. F o r an application 
packet o r additional in fo rm ation write o r ca ll: 

A D M IS S IO N S  A N D  RF .C O RD S  
U N i v n R s r r y  o f  a l a s k a  s o u t h e a s t . 

S IT K A  C A M P U S  
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Officer Jeff Jolutson, Class uf 1988

rr1 raining 
Program

University of Alaska Suiillieasl 
anil Alaska I'olilic Safely Academy



Course Descriptions
| W ee k  1-6 (O p lio n n l) |

W rit te n  C om m u n ic a tio n  fo r  I.aw  E n fo rcem en t 
Completes tlic requirements o f  co llege -leve l composition, 
with basic w riting exercise and classroom  discussion based 
on the particu lar demands o f  the law  enforcement p ro fe s ­
sion.

O r a l C om m un ica tion
fo r  L a w  En fo rcem en t 

Ih e  unique com m unication situations faced by law 
enforcement o ffic e rs  a rc  covered , including interpersonal, 
small group, and pub lic communication sk ills .

(W e e k  7 -1 7  (R e q u ire d )
C r im in a l In vc s lig a tion

Course covers physica l evidence and crime scene investi­
gation. drug identification and ease procedures, arson , sex 
crimes, fingerprin ting , and investigation practices.

C r im in a l Justice  
Specific instruction is provided in the organization , 
ju risd iction , and ro le  o f  die A laska C rim ina l Justice 
System, the D istric t A tto rney ’ s o ffic e  and the Public 
Defender’ s o ffic e . I l i c  special ro le  o f  juven iles is included.

P h y s ic a l T ra in in g  
Course covers physica l cond ition ing , physical mcdiods o f 
arrest, baton, and c o l l  water su rv iva l.

P o lic e  P ro cedu re s  
Course co  crs n variety o f  d iscip lines including report 
wnung, in terviews and in terrogation techniques, ru les o f 
ew  Jencc, substantive law , shooting, security checks, 
dc-mestic disputes, and related topics.

P ro c e d u ra l I.aw
A  statutory taw cou rse covers individual rights, constitu­
t io n !  safeguards, evidence. Constitu tional issues such as 
search .ind se izu re , 5 lh  amendment and 14th amendment 
arc studied.

T r a lt lc  I.aw  En fo rcem en t 
Course covers p reparation o f  D .W .I . Enfoiccmcnt. 
drinking d rive rs and d riv in g , the f > W . l .  Statute, issues and 
defenses, pha rm aco logy  and tox ico log y , theory and 
o fv ra lio n  o f  die in lox im c tc r, to o iiro u m  testimony, and 
cav : preparation. Accident investigation techniques and
lu  l l ,-it ieiM*\ are im  link-il

A laska Pub lic Sa fety Academy, S itka , A laska

(1  TH E  P R O G R A M ...Ih e  la iw  Enforcement Program  is a seventeen-week program  o lfc rcd  cooperatively by the University 
o f A laska and die A laska Public Safety Academy. I lic  train ing is accredited by the University and meets training requ ire­
ments o f lb A laska Po lice  Standards Council and the N ationa l P jr k  Service fo r seasonal rangers.

G  E M PLO Y  A B IL IT Y ...W h en  you have successfu lly com pleted the Law  Enforcem ent Program , you w ill be qua lified  to  seek 
employment in a wide variety o f  law enforcement settings- municipal and v illage  p o lite  departments, the 
National Paik Service , and various other public and private agencies both in A laska and elsewhere. A lthough em ploym ent is 
not guaranteed by (lie program , 6 3  percent o f  our graduates arc currently w orking tn A laska as law enforcement ircrsonncl. 
Additional numbers have found pro fessional employment outside A laska and with Federa l agencies.

□ T R A IN IN G  O PT IO N S ...H ie  seventeen week program  is divided into a six week arid an eleven week segment During the 
first six weeks you w ill complete training in written &. o ra l communications fo r law  enforcement o ffice rs  Du ring  die fina l 
e leven weeks you w ill complete crim ina l justice classes and physical training.

Y ou  may choose to  attend either die fu ll 17-week piugraui o r to  attend on ly  the Im a l 11-week segment. Successfu l com pletion 
o f  either program  meets requirements o f  die N ationa l P a ik  Service and A laska I ’u iitc  Standards Counc il. D ie Un iversity  o f 
A laska Southeast I aw  Enforcement Certificate is awarded on ly  to those w lut complete die 17-week p rogum  with passing 
grades m a ll c lasses and a m inimum ove ra ll grade (Hiint average o f 2 .0 . The fu ll 17 -week piogram  is essential to die uvciaJI 
success o l many students who need preparation in com m unications, computer, and study sk ills , as w e ll as a ’ head M an ’ on 
physical conditioning.

G  H O US IN G  ..Coin fo r tab le housing ami a meal pl.m  a rc  provided at die A laska Pub lic S a fe ly  Academy in Silt, i Residency 
at the Academy is op tiona l during die lu s t six weeks but mandatory fo r a ll participants during the lin .il e leven weeks

‘ Students who have v i liv L it lo n ly  completed co llege  I n :h \ l i  and speech m ay trqocM  transfer o f credit rather th.ui attending 
«•  »  .


