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IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

N I N E T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

BY THE SENATE BULKS COM M ITTEE BY REQUEST OK THE GOVERNOR

Introduced: J/22/95
Referred: IIES. FIN

A  B I L L  

F O R  A N  A C T  E N T I T L E D

1 "A n A c ! r e lat in g  (o  H ie  stale's tubercu los is  control p r n g r a m .^ n c lu d m g  prov is ions

2 for certa in  p en a lt ie s ^  a n d  p r o v id in g  for a n  effective d a le ."

3 B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

4 * S ec t io n  I .  F I N D I N G S .  F lic  legislature finds that tuberculosis is a d isease that can be
5 e a s ily  spread, is som etim es fatal, a n d  constitutes a serious threat to the p u b lic  health and

a welfare. T h e  state m e d ic a l officers o f  the Department o f  Hea lth  and S o c ia l Services, d iv is io n

7 o f  p u b lic  health, must use every available  means to ascertain the existence of . a nd  im m ediately

S investigate a ll reported or suspected cases o f  tuberculosis in  the state, a n d  to ascertain the

') sources of that disease. T h e  legislature further finds  that in order to protect the p u b lic  health

H I from  ihe  few persons with tuberculosis w ho pose a threat to the p u b lic , i i  is necessary to

1 1  establish a system o f  mandatory contact identification, treatment, hospita lization , and  isolation

12  for infections  cases and  a system o f  voluntary care and m on itor ing  in  a ll other tuberculosis
13 cases.
14 •  S e c . 2 . A S  I S . 1 5 .1 2 0  is am e n d e d  to read:
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Sec. 18 .15 .12 0 . T U B E R C U L O S I S  C O N T R O L  P R O G R A M  A U T H O R I Z E D .  

T h e  department may establish a com prehensive program tor the control o f  tuberculosis 
in  the state, and may

( 1 )  arrange means by w hich persons in the state m ay be X-rayed to 

determ ine the presence o f  tuberculosis;

(2) establish necessary out-patient c lin ics  for d ie care o f  tuberculosis:

(3) encourage and prom ote d ie establishm ent o f  adequate he a lth  care 

[ S A N A T O R I U M ]  facilities within the state to care tor persons suffering from 
tuberculosis and a llie d  cond it ions ;

(4) under the provisions o f  A S  36 .30  (State Procurement C o d e ) , obta in , 

by purchase or donation  from surplus federal property or otherw ise, m edica l supplies 

and equ ipm ent useful in  carrying out this program and to a llot or resell these supplies 

and  e q u ip m e n t  to private institutions engaged  by the department to carry out this 
program :

(5) under the provisions o f  A S  3 6 .3 0 , contract with hospitals , 

associations, or other h e a lth  care fac ilit ies  ( S A N A T O R I U M ]  q u a lif ie d  and  equ ip p e d  

to g ive  adequate care inside or outside d ie  state;

(6) em ploy  necessary and trained personnel to carry out the purposes o f  

A S J .8 i l f . 1 2 0 : 1 8 .1 5  J 4 3  [A S  1 8 . 1 5 . 1 2 0 - 1 8 . 1 5 . 1 4 0 ) ;

(7) pay the costs o f  care and  incidental expenses for residents o f  the 

state, in  w hole  or in  part, dep end in g  o n  the ab ility  o f  each patient to p ay , and the 

temporary costs o f  care and transportation for nonresidents o n  the same basis until d icy  
can be transferred to their residence:

(8) enlist the cooperation o f  state* [ A N D ]  federal, a n d  loc iJ  agencies 

operating in  d ie state for the furtherance o f  this program ;

(9) establish standards in  accordance with department procedure for the 

care o f  p c n io n s  w illi tu b iT C u ita is  ( T U B E R C U L A R S ]  receiv ing treatment under 

A S  1 8 . l f . 1 2 Q  - 1 8 . 1 5 . 1 4 9  [A S  1 8 .1 5 .1 2 0  - 1 8 . 1 5 . 1 4 0 ] ;

H I D — a d o p t  r eg u lat ion s  to im p le m e n t .a n d  in t erpret A S  1 8 .1 5 .L 2 Q  -

1 8 . 1 f . 14 9
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S e e . 3 . A S  1 8 .1 5 .1 3 0  is am ended  to read:

S ec . 1 8 .1 5 .1 3 0 .  D E P A R T M E N T  T O  C O O P E R A T E  W I T H  O T H E R  

A G E N C I E S .  T h e  department, in establishing ( C O N D U C T I N G )  a comprehensive 
program for ( S T U D Y  A N D  C A S E  F I N D I N G  S U R V E Y  O F ]  the control of 
tuberculosis in the state ( P R O B L E M S  shall cooperate with state* ( A N D ]  federal,_n ild  

local agencies operating in  the state, and obtain  as m uch inform ation  and data as 

possible from them.

S ec . 4. A S  1 8 .1 5  is am ended  by a d d in g  new sections to read:

S ec . 1 8 . 1 5 . 1 3 1 .  R E P O R T S  T O  S T A T E  M E D I C A L  O F F I C E R S ;  

D O C !  ^ M E N T A T IO N  O F  T R E A T M E N T ,  (a) A  health care prov ider  and a laboratory 

adm inis rator shall report, w ithin rive working days, to a state m e d ic a l officer w hen that 

provider or administrator diagnoses a case o f  tuberculosis or has reasonable grounds to 

b e lie v e  that a patient has tuberculosis, or w hen a patient ceases treatment for 

tuberculosis. A  health care provider and a laboratory adm inistrator m ay presume that 

a patient has ceased treatment if  the patient fails to keep an appo intm ent or relocates 

without transferring m edica l treatment to another health care prov ider . A  health care 

provider who treats a patient with tuberculosis, and  a person in  charge o f  a health care 

facility that provides treatment for tuberculosis to a patient, sha ll m a inta in  written 

docum entation o f  the patient's adherence to the patient's treatment p la n .

(b ) A  person required to report under (a) o f  this section shall perm it a state 

m e d ic a l officer to exam ine  patient records, reports, and other data related to the 

required report.

S ec . 1 8 .1 5 .1 3 3 .  E X A M I N A T I O N  O F  P E R S O N S  E X P O S E D  T O  

T U B E R C U L O S I S ,  (a) A  health care provider w ho treats a patient for tuberculosis 

shall

( 1 )  exam ine a ll other persons in  the h o use h o ld  w ho have had  contact 

with the patient;

(2) refer those persons to another health care prov ider for exam ination  

and notify the other health care provider and  a slate m edica l officer o f  the referral; or

(3 ) refer those person* to a state m edica l officer for exam ination  and
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1 prom ptly notify the state m edical officer o f  the referral.

2 (b) A  health care provider w ho exam ines other persons in a househo ld  under

3 (a)( I)  or (2) o f  diis section shall report to a state m edica l officer, w ithin 10  days after

4 the ex am ination , the results o f the exam ination .

5 (c) Under A S  1 8 .1 5 .1 3 5 ,  a state m edical officer m ay order an exam ination  o f

6 a person to detect tuberculosis, for the purpose o f  directing preventive measures for the

person, if  die state m edical officer has reasonable grounds to believe  that d ie  person is

8 at heightened risk o f  exposure to tuberculosis.

9 * S e c . 5 . A S  1 8 .1 5 .1 3 5  is am ended to read:

10  Sec. 1 8 .1 5 .1 3 5 .  T U B E R C U L O S I S  E X A M I N A T I O N S : E X A M I N A T I O N

11 ORDERS, (a) A  person shall subm it to an exam ination  to detect tuberculosis [A N

12 A C T I V E  C A S E  O F  P U L M O N A R Y  T U B E R C U L O S I S ]  w henever, in  the o p in io n  o f

13  a s ia if i m edical officer [ O F  T H E  D I V I S I O N  O F  P U B L I C  H E A L T H ) ,  an  exam ination
14 is necessary to preserve and  protect p u b lic  health.

15  (b ) A n  exam ination  under diis  section shall be bv  written order Issued hv a

16  state m e d ic a l officer that must specify the name o f  the person to be e x a m in ed  and the

17  tim e a n d  p lace  o f  the exam ination . T h e  person to be e x a m in ed  shall be  personally

18  served with a copy  o f  the order w ithin a reasonable per iod  o f  time before the

19  exam ination  is to take p lace.

20 (c) A n  exam ination  under this section shall be perform ed by a p hy s ic ian  w ho

21 may lawfully practice [ L I C E N S E D )  in  d ie state. T h e  person to be ex a m in ed  m ay,

22 under conditions specified by  the slate m edica l officer, choose d ie p hy s ic ia n  w ho w ill

23 perform the exam ination .

24 • S e c . 6 . A S  1 8 .1 5 .1 3 6  is repealed and  reenacted to read:

25 S e c . 1 8 .1 5 .1 3 6 .  A D D I T I O N A L  O R D E R S  T O  P R O T E C T  T H E  P U B L I C

26 H E A L T H ,  (a) In  add it ion  to orders issued under A S  1 8 . 1 5 . 1 3 5 .  if  a state m edical

27 officer determines that the p ub lic  health in  general, or the health o f  a particular person.

28 is endangered by exposure to a person w ho is know n to have tuberculosis, or by

29 exposure to a person for w hom  there are reasonable grounds to be liev e  has tuberculosis,

30  a state m edical officer m ay .ssuc the orders that the m edica l officer finds necessary to
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protect die pub lic  from a threat to die pub lic  health. A n  exam ination ordered under this 

section shall be performed by a physic ian  w ho may law fully  practice in  the state. 

Under conditions specified by die state medical officer w ho issued d ie  order, the person 

to be ex am in e d  may choose the physic ian  w ho w ill perform the exam ination . A  state 

m ed ica l officer may not under this section order the forcible or involuntary 

administration o f m edic ine . T h e  state medical officer, d irough  die Departm ent o f  Law . 

may make application to a court for enforcement o f  an order issued under this section,

(b) A n  order issued under (a) o f  this section m ay inc lude

(1)  an authorization for the removal to or adm ission  into, a health care 

facility for appropriate exam ination  for infectious tuberculosis o f  a person w ho is 

know n to have tuberculosis, or o f  a person for w hom  there are reasonable grounds to 

believe that the person has tuberculosis and  w ho is unable  or u n w illin g  to subm it to an 

exam ination  ordered under A S  1 8 .1 5 .1 3 5 ;

(2) a requirement that a person w ho has tuberculosis com plete an 

appropriate treatment plan for tuberculosis and . if  necessary, fo llow  required infection 
control precautions for tuberculosis:

(3) a requirem ent that a person be rem oved to, adm itted into, and 

subsequently detained in , a health facility , if

(A )  d ie person has infectious tuberculosis, or presents a 

substantial l ik e lih o o d  o f  hav ing  infectious tuberculosis, based upo n  

e p id e m io lo g ic  inform ation , c lin ic a l f in d ing s . X -ray readings, or tuberculosis 

laboratory test results; and

(B )  the state m edica l officer finds that a substantial lik e lih o o d  

exists that die person may transmit tuberculosis to others because o f  the person's 

inadequate separation from others;

(4) a requirement that a person be removed to. admitted into, and 
subsequently detained in. a health care facility for treatment if

(A ) the person has infectious tuberculosis, or has been reported 

to a state m edical officer as having infectious tuberculosis, and the state m edical 

officer has no know ledge that die person has completed an appropriate treatment
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p lan  for tuberculosis; and

(B )  substantial lik e lih o od  exists, based o n  the person's past or 

present behav ior , that the person cannot be relied upo n  to participate in or 

complete an appropriate treatment p lan  for tuberculosis or, if  necessary, follow  

required infection control precautions for tuberculosis; d ie state m edica l officer 

may consider as indicators o f  unreliability die person's refusal or failure to take 

m ed ication  for tuberculosis, refusal or failure to keep appointm ents for 

treatment for tuberculosis, refusal or failure to com plete a treatment p la n  for 

tuberculosis , or disregard for infection control precautions prescribed by a 

health care provider or a state m edical officer;

(5) an authorization for isolation o f  a person with infectious tuberculosis 

through detention at the person's place o f  residence until the state m edica l officer has 

determ ined diat the person no longer has infectious tuberculosis.

(c) A  state m edical officer shall issue an order under this section in  w riting, and 

in  the order shall set out d ie  fo llo w in g :

(1 )  the name o f  the person required to com p ly  with the order, the period 

o f  time during w hich the order is in  effect, and other terms and cond it ions  as the state 

m edica l officer determines to be nccessiry to protect d ie  p u b lic  health;

(2) the lega l authority under w hich the order is issued;

(3) an assessment o f  the person's circumstances or behav ior  constituting 

the basis for the issuance o f  d ie order; and

(4) any less restrictive treatment alternatives that were attempted and 

were unsuccessful, or less restrictive treatment alternatives thai were considered and 

rejected, and  d ie reasons for the rejection o f  those alternatives.

(d ) In  add it ion  to d ie requirements o f  (c) o f  this section, an  order for die 

detention o f  a person must include

( 1 )  the purpose o f  the detention;

(2) adv ice to the person b e ing  detained d n t  the person has d ie  right to 

request release from detention by  contacting the state m edica l officer at the telephone 

num ber  stated on  the order and diat, under A S  1 8 .1 5 .1 3 9 ,  in  the absence o f  a  court
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order authorizing the detention, the detention may not continue for more than five 

business days after the request for release:

(3) advice to the person be ing  detained that, under A S  1 8 . 1 5 . 1 3 9 .  the 

state m edical officer is required to obtain, within 60 days fo llo w in g  the com m encem ent 

o f  detention , a court order a ud io r iz in g  the detention and after diat must seek further 

court review o f  the detention w ithin 90 days after the court order and w id iin  90 days 

after each subsequent court r e v ie w e d

(4) adv ice to the person be ing  detained that the person has the right to 

arrange to be represented by counsel or, under A S  1 8 .8 5 .1 0 0 , to have court-appointed 

counsel provided^

(e) A  state m edical officer is not required to obta in  a court order before issuing 

an order under d iis  section for detention o f  a person.

S ec . 7 . A S  1 8 .1 5 .1 3 7  is repealed and reenacted to read:

S ec . 1 8 .1 5 .1 3 7 .  E M E R G E N C Y  D E I  E N T I O N  O R D E R S .  A  state m edica l 

officer, through the Department o f  Law . may request d ie  court to issue an order for die 

emergency detention o f a person w hen the state m edical officer finds that a substantial 

l ik e lih o o d  exists that the person has infectious tuberculosis in  order to prevent die 

person from pos in g  a threat to the p u b lic  health. U p o n  issuance o f  an ex p an e  court 

order, a peace officer or a state m edica l officer shall take the person into custody and 

deliver die person to the nearest ava ilab le  health care facility or another location that 

w ill provide for the protection o f  d ie  p u b lic  health. T h e  state m ed ica l officer, through 

the Department o f  Law , shall make app lication  fur a court order author iz ing  continued 

detention of the person within 72 hours alter die issuance o f an ex parte order or, if  d ie 

7 2 -h o u r  p er iod  ends o n  a Saturday. S un day , or lega l h o lid a y , by d ie  end  o f  the first 

state w orking day fo llo w in g  the Saturday. S un day , or legal h o lid a y . T h e  court shall »
schedule  a hearing w ithin five state w orking days after receipt o f  a n  a pp licat ion  for 

authorization o f  continued  detention.

S ec . 8 . A S  1 8 .1 5  is am ended  by a d d in g  a new section to read:

Sec . 1 8 . 1 5 . 1 3 9 .  C O U R T  A U T H O R I Z A T I O N  O F  D E T E N T I O N ,  (a) If  a 

person detained under an order issued under A S  1 8 . 1 5 . 1 3 6  requests release from
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detention , the state rncdicaJ ot'ficer shall make an app licat ion  for a court order 

a u th o r iz in g  continued detention w ithin 72 hours after the request or, if  the 72-hour 

p er io d  ends o n  a Saturday. S un day , or legal h o lid a y , by  the end o f  the first state 

w orking day fo llo w in g  the Saturday. S u n da y , or legal h o lid a y . T h e  court shall | 

sc hed u le  a hearing w ithin five state w orking days after receipt o f  the state medicaJ 

officer's application . After a detained person requests release, detention o f  that person 

m ay not c on t in u e  for more than five business days in  the absence o f  a court order 

authorizing continued detention. How ever, no  person m ay be detained under an order 

issued under A S  id .  1 5 . 136 for more than 60 days without a court order author iz ing  the 

detention. A  state m edica l officer, U irough the Departm ent o f  L a w , sha ll seek further 

court review of a detention w ithin 90 days fo llo w in g  the in it ia l court order authoriz ing 

the detention  and  w ithin 90 days after each subsequent court order authoriz ing 

detention.

(b) In  a court proceeding to authorize or enforce a state m edica l officer's order 

under A S  1 8 .1 5 .1 3 6  for the detention o f  a person, the state m edica l officer must prove I
the circumstances constituting the necessity for the detention by  clear and  c o n v in c in g  

ev idence .

(c) A  person w ho is subject to a detention order under A S  1 8 . 1 5 . 1 3 6  has the 

right to be represented by  counsel or to have, under A S  1 8 .8 5 .1 0 0 , court-appointed 

counsel pro v id ed .

•  S e c . 9 . A S  1 8 .1 5  is a m ended  by a d d in g  a new section to read:

S e c . 1 8 .1 5 .1 4 3 .  R E L I G I O U S  T R E A T M E N T  F O R  T U B E R C U L O S I S .  I f  a  | 

person with infectious tuberculosis establishes that diat person is b e in g  prov ided 

treatment for tuberculosis by  spiritual means or establishes that the person's sincerely 

he ld  re lig ious  beliefs prohib it m edical treatment, a state m edica l officer or the court, 

m issuing an  order under A S  1 8 . 1 5 . 1 3 6 ,  1 8 .1 5 .1 3 7 ,  or 1 8 . 1 5 . 1 3 9 ,  m ay consider the 

spiritual treatment or religious beliefs as w ell as the health o f  the person a n d  m ay order 

that d ie  person o n ly  be isolated at the person ’s h o m e , or other suitable p lace o f  the 

person's c h o ic e , in  a m anner that w ill protect the p u b lic  health.

(b) A  person with infectious tuberculosis w ho is or m ight b ecom e subject to an

I-
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1 order issued under A S  1 8 .1 5 .1 3 6 ,  1 8 . 1 5 . 1 3 7 ,  or 1 8 . 1 5 . 1 3 9 .  a i any tim e m ay request

2 recognition and consideration ot spiritual treatment or re lig ious beliefs as described in
3 (a) o f  this section.

4 (c) In  this section, "spiritual means" means prayer, or a substantially s im ilar

5 activ ity , by an csiablishcd practitioner o f  a recognized church or re lig ious

6 d e n o m in a t io n , in  accordance with the tenets and practices o f  that church or re lig ious
7  d e n o m in a t io n .

8 •  S ee . 10 . A S  1 8 . 1 5 . 145(a) is am ended to read:

9 (a) A n  em ployee  o f  a p u b lic  or private elem entary or secondary school in  the

10  state shall be tested annua lly  to detect infectious ( A C T I V E  C A S E S  O F

1 1 P U L M O N A R Y 1  tuberculosis. A n  em p lo y ee  w ho has never had a positive test result

12  from a tuberculin skin test shall obtain a tuberculin  skin test. A n  e m p lo y e e  whose skin

13  test result is positive or w ho has ever had a positive skin test result shall h a v e  a n

14 JUDiQOmie health screening examination that may Include obtaining | OBT AIN |
15  a chest X -ray .

16  •  S ec . I I .  A S  1 8 .1 5  is am ended by a d d in g  new sections to read:

1"  Sec . 1 8 . 1 5 .U 7 .  L I M I T E D  I M M U N I T Y .  A  person m ay not b r ing  an action

18  for damages based on the decision under A S  1 8 . 1 5 . 1 2 0  - 1 8 .1 5 .1 4 9  to deta in  or not to

19  deta in  a person, unless the action is for dam ages caused by  gross n eg lig e n c e  or
20 intentional m isconduct.

2 1 Sec . 1 8 .1 5 .1 4 8 . P E N A L T Y .  A  person w ho violates the terms o f  an order

22 issued under A S  1 8 .1 5 .1 3 5  - 1 8 . 1 5 . 1 3 6  is gu ilty  o f  a class A  m isdem eanor .

23 See . 1 8 .1 5 .1 4 9 . D E F I N I T I O N S .  In  A S  1 8 . 1 5 . 1 2 0  • 1 8 .1 5 .1 4 9 .

24 ( I )  "depanment* means the Departm ent o f  Hea lth  and  S o c ia l Services:

25 (2) "division o f  pub lic  health* means the d iv is io n  o f  p u b lic  health in  the
26 ; departm ent:

27 (3) "health care provider" means an acupuncturist, nurse, nurse

28 practitioner, pharmacist, phys ic ian , or physic ian's asstsunt. hosp ita l, or health c lin ic
29 w ho m ay law fully  practice in  this state:

30 (4) ’ health care facility" means a hosp ita l, specialty hosp ita l, long-term
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1 care facility , m edical c lin ic , or sim ilar facility for w hich a license has been issued by

2 this state and  in  which inpatient or outpatient m edica l services for tuberculosis are
3 p rov ided ;

4 (5) ’ state medical officer" means a phys ic ian  em p lo y e d  by  d ie d iv is io n
5 o f  p u b lic  heal dr.

6 (6 ) "tuberculosis" means a disease caused by m ycobacterium

7 tuberculosis, m ycobacterium  b ov is . or m ycobacterium  africanum .

8 •  S e e . 12 . A S  1 8 .8 5 . 100(a) is am ended to read:

9 (a) A n  indigent person w ho is b e ing  detained by a law enforcement office i in

10  connection w id i a serious crim e, or is under formal charge o f  hav ing  com m itted , or is

1 1  b e in g  detained under a conviction  o f  a serious cr im e , or is o n  probation or parole , or

12  is entitled to representation under d ie  Suprem e Court D e lin q u e n c y  or C h i ld  in  N eed  o f

13  A id  Rules, ur is deta ined  u n d e r  a n  order issued u n d e r  A S _ 1 8 .1 5 . I 2 0 - 1 8 .1 5 .1 4 9  or
14 against w hom  com m itm ent proceedings for m enial illness have been in itiated, is cntidcd

15  ( 1 )  to be represented by  an attorney to the same extent as a person
16  retaining an  attorney is entitled: and

17  (2 ) to be provided with the necessary servi.es and  facilities o f  this

18  representation, in c lu d in g  investigation and other preparation.

19  •  S e e . 1 3 .  A S  1 8 . 1 5 . 1 3 8  is repealed.

20 •  S e c . N .  T h e  Departm ent o f  Health  and  Soc ia l Services may im m ed iate ly  proceed to

21 adopt regulations to im p lem ent the changes m ade by this A ct. T h e  regulations take effect

22 under A S  44.62 (A dm inistrative Procedure A ct), but not before July I .  19 9 5 .

23 •  S e c . 1 5 . Section  14 o f  this Act takes effect im m ediate ly  under A S  0 1 . 10 .0 7 0 (c ) .

24 •  S e c . 1 6 . Except as prov ided  in  sec. 15 o f  this A ct. this Act takes effect July I ,  19 9 5 .

a
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1 P a g e  1 ,  lines  1 -  2 :

2 Delete ", Including provisions for certain  penalties"

3 P ag e  7 , l in e  7 .'
4 D e le te  "and"

10
5 P ag e  7 , l in e  f,  after "provided":

6  In s e n  H; a nd

7 (5) adv ic e  to the person b e in g  deta ined  that the person has the righ'
8 to elect whether a proceeding  p r o v id in g  court review is  o p e n  or c losed  to the public*

9 P age  8 . after lia e  far £.0:
10  Insert a new  subsection to read:

"(d) A  person w ho is the subject o f  a  court p r o c e e d in g  in itiated under 

A S  1 8 .1 5 .1 3 6  or 1 8 .1 5 .1 3 7  m ay elect to have the he a r in g  o p e n  or c losed  to the
p u b lic ."

14 P ag e  9 , lines  « = = »  3 1 ;

15  D e le te  a ll m aterial.

•1-



TONY KNOWLES. GOVERNOR

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

DEPT. OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES

M arch 23 , 1995

H o n o r a b le  Ly d a  Green  
C ha ir
Senate H ealth . Edu ca t ion  and 

S oc ia l Services Com m ittee 
R o o m  423 State C a p ito l 
Juneau. A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 18 2

Dear Senator Green ,

Senate B il l  138  “ A n  Act relating to the state’ s tuberculosis control program, in c lu d in g  provisions 
for certain penalties, and provid ing for an effective date” has been referred to the Senate H ea lth . 
Ed u c a t io n  and S oc ia l Services Com m ittee for consideration. T h e  b ill was introduced by the 
Senate R u les  Com m ittee  at the request o f  the Governor

T h e  Department o f  H ealth  and Socia l Services respectfully requests the Senate Hea lth , Ed u c a t io n  
and S oc ia l Services Com m ittee tc h o ld  a hearing on  Senate B ill  138

T h e  im petus for the b ill was a recent ease in this state in  w hich a patient, d ue  to a chronic a lcoho l 
problem , was unable  or unw illing  to follow  through o n  a treatment plan and to fo llow  
recom m ended safeguards to protect the pub lic  T h e  state had to seek court orders to enforce a 
treatment plan. T h e  Department o f  Law  has advised the Department o f  Hea lth  and Soc ia l 
Services that laws o n  this subject need to be updated to explicitly recognize due  process 
requirements o f  the U n ite d  Stales and Alaska constitutions

W h ile  the Departm ent o f  Health  and Social Services anticipates that the involuntary detention and 
com m itm ent provisions in  the b ill w ill be used on ly  rarely because most peop le  will voluntarily 
take treatment and use safeguards w hen advised by a m edical professional, the b ill is necessary to 
allow  a system to be in place to respond quickly in a crisis situation

Y o ur  favorable consideration o f  this request will be appreciated

Sincerely,

Special Assistant to the Commissioner

PO. BOX ' 10601 
JUNEAU ALASKA MB I t -0601 
PHONE >907)4653030 
FAX; ,907)465-3068

ô nacM



l o s v  K n o w  I .  u s
OOVGPNOn

PO flo« '10001 „r»*u A(4|k« 99011-0001 (9071405-3500 ?»» (9071 405-3332

/

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a
OFFICE OF THE QOVERNOO

Juneau

M a r c h  2 1 .  19 9 5

T h e  H o n o r a b le  D r u e  Pearce 
P res ident o f  d ie  S enate  
A la s k a  State L e g is la tu r e  
State C a p it o l  
J u n e a u , A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  P res ident P ear ce :

J n d c r  the author ity  o f  art. I l l ,  sec. 18 . o f  the A la s k a  C o n s t it u t io n . I a m  t r a n s m in in g  a b i l l  
to u p d a te  the state's tu b er cu los is  c o n tr o l pro gr am  to ensure  that o u r  statutes expressly  
ic c o g n iz e  c o n s t it u t io n a l ic q u ir c tn e n ts  w h e n  the state m ust order a person  in v o lu n t a r ily  
d e t a in e d  or c o n f in e d  for essentia l m e d ic a l testing or treatm ent or to protect the p u b lic  
h e a lth . T h e  b i l l  a ls o  m ak es m is c e lla n e o u s  a m e n d m e n ts  to r e c o g n iz e  n ew  d e v e lo p m e n t s  in  
the f ie ld  a n d  to im p r o v e  the r ep or t ing  r eq u irem ents  for a case in v o lv in g  a per son  w ith 
tu b e r c u lo s is .

T u b e r c u lo s is  is st ill a s c n o u s  p u b l ic  h e a lth  p r o b le m  in  .A lask a. T u b e r c u lo s is  is a d isease  
that can  b e  spread th r o u g h  fa ir ly  r o u t in e  contact su c h  as c o u g h in g  in  a c o n f in e d , c ro w de d  
area. In  19 9 4 . tu b er c u lo s is  w as d ia g n o s e d  in  several outbreak s in  rural v illa g e s  in  .A laska. 
T u b e r c u lo s is  c a n  b e  s u c c e s s fu lly  treated, b ut the treatment requ ires  a patient to take 
m e d ic a t io n  for six  m o n th s  to 24 m o n t h s . S in c e  s o m e  patients  face lifesty le  p r o b le m s  that 
m ak e  it d if f ic u lt  for that patient to v o lu n t a r ily  s u c c e s s fu lly  c o m p le t e  the e n n r e  course o f  
treatment or to is o la te  th em s e lv e s  from  the p u b l ic  to protect the p u b l ic  h e a lth , it is 
s o m e t im e s  necessary for orders to b e  is s u e d  a n d  e n fo r c e d  to ensu re  that the p at ie nt  is 
f o l lo w in g  the treatm ent p la n  or is is o la t e d  from  the p u b l ic .  If  treatm ent is p r c m atu tc ly  
a b a n d o n e d , a p a t ie n t ’s tu b er c u lo s is  c a n  b e c o m e  m ore  resistant to treatment a n d  p la c e  the 
p u b l ic  at n s k  o f c a t c h in g  an e v e n  m o r e  d if f ic u lt  form  o f  this d is e a s e  in  the future.

T h e  state’s tu b e r c u lo s is  c on tr o l p r o g r a m  a n d  in v o lu n ta r y  d e t e n t io n  law s s h o u ld  b e  rev ised  
to e x p lic it ly  r e c o g n iz e  c o n s t it u t io n a l safeguards  r eq u ire d  in  order to q u ic k ly  r e s p o n d  to 
tu b e r c u lo s is  in c id e n t s  a n d  to d e t a in  or c o n f in e  a p erson  if  that per son  is u n a b le  or 
u n w i l l in g  to u n d e r g o  treatment a n d  is  a threat to d ie  p u b l ic  h e a lt h  W h ile  the D e p a r tm e n t



o f  H e a lt h  a n d  S o c ia l  S erv ices antic ipates  that the in v o lu n t a r y  d e te n t io n  a n d  c o m m it m e n t  
p r o v is io n s  in  the b i l l  w ill be  used  o n ly  rarely b ec a u s e  m os t p e o p le  w ill  v o lu n t a r ily  ta»e 
treatment a n d  u se  safeguards w h e n  a d v is e d  b y  a m e d ic a l p r o fe s s io n a l, the  b i l l  is 
necessary to a llo w  a system to be  in  p la c e  to r es p o n d  q u ic k ly  in  a crisis s itu a t io n .

I urge  y o u r  support o f  this b i l l  in  response  to an im p o r ta n t  p u b l ic  h e a lth  issue .

The Honorable Drue Pearce
March 21, 1995
Page 2

S in c e r e ly ,

G o v e r n o r



STATE OF ALASKA
1995 LEG ISLATIVE SESSION

No. y

Hill Version: S S  / ? ?

IS) [’ulili.li Duic: 1 ^

Revision Date: Dept. Affected: Health anti Social Services

Title: Tuberculosis Control Program 8RU: State Health Services

Component: Epidemiology

Sponsoi: Governor's B ill COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 296

Requestor: Governor's OfTicc Sec aJso (SN<0:

Expondituree/Rovem ioe: (Thousands of Dollars)

O PERA TIN G FY 9 6 F Y 9 7 FY 9 8 FY 99 FYOO FY01
PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES |

EQUIPMENT I
LAND 0 STRUCTURES

GRANTS. CLAIMS I
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPCRATINO 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 o .o l

ICAP1TAL EXPENDITURES 1 1 1

ICHANOES IN REVENUES ( 1 1 1 I

FUND S O U R C E (Thousands of DollarsI
1002 Federal Receipt* r  i
1003 GF Metch i
1004 GF
1005 GF/Progr*m Receipts l
1000 GF/MHTIA
Other (pleese speedy)

TOTAL 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

POSniONS:
FULL-TIME

PART-TIME
TEMPORARY 1

Estimete of eny cuirent year (FY95' coal:  tO .O

ANALYSIS:____________.Attach a soparnt* oooo il necongary)
This bill will have no fiscal impact on the Division of Public Health.

Phono. (907) 4A5-3090 
Date: 03/16/95

Date:

Prepared by :

Division:

Approved by Com m ieeionar: 

Agoncy:

I 'r t t r  M . Nakam ura. M D . M i' l l
Public Health

( j h n .

r  ar-, / /
Karrn Perdue. CuinmUsionrr

/ -
:

Department uf Health & Social Scn im
PREPARER TO PROVIDE AU DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE Foe further distribution information, call the Govenpe'e legislative Office
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F I S C A L  N O T E
STATE OF ALASKA

1995 LEG ISLATIVE SESSION

Bill Version: S 6

(Sl rubir-.fl bate: 5 l.3Jx/-7^,
Revision Oate: ________________________________________________
Title: 'An Act relating to the state's tuberculosis control

JEOCtam-../____________________________________
Sponsor: Rules Committee __________________________

Department Affected: Administration
BRU : Public Detender AqoncvL
Component: Public Detender Agency

Requestor: Governor

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:

. COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 1631 

(Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 96 FY 97 FY 90 FY 99 FYOO FY 01

PERSO N A L S E R V IC E S
TRA V EL
CO N TRACTUAL
SU P P L IE S
EQUIPM ENT
LAND & ST R U C T U R E S
G RAN TS. CLAIM S
M ISCELLA N EO U S
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 00 0 0 j 0 0 0

-CH AN G E 1N-H£V£NU£S_( I -2 l 0 I

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 G F  Match
1004  G F
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1006 GF/MHTIA
o t h e r

TO TA L 0.0 0.0 0 0 1 0.0 0 0 0.0

Estim ate o f : ny current yea r (FY 95) co st: S 0

FULL-TIM E
PART-TIM E
t e m p o r a r y

AN ALYSIS: ;At1ach a separate page it necessary.)

Tho Public Defender (PD ) h as no information regarding tho oxtent to which tuberculosis is a problem in this state, or the 
Iroquency with which this bill would bo used in a  way which would tngger PD roprosontation. Assuming that involuntary 
detention tor tuberculosis diagnosis/troatment will be infrequent, the PD  anticipates no fiscal impact.

Fieoarod bv: John B Salomi. Director Phono: (907)264.44^Division: Public Dofondor Aaoncv Onto:
Aroroved by Commissioner Mark Boyof / L  U /K /T y fsV -  / . /  !a.~
Aaoncv. DeDartmont of Administration

Rev 01/95
CV*7>V 17 W O W n  tfA

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call tho Governors Legislative Office
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FISCAL NOTE
STATE O F ALASKA

1995 LEG ISLA T IV E  SESSION

Sn._£2_

Hill Version:
<S> Publish Date:

S 8  1 3 8 -

Revision D ale : _________________________________________________________Title: ‘An Aci relating to the state's general tuberculosis control
pigaianLaJ----------------------------------------------------
Sponsor: Rules_________________________________________________________
Requestor: _ _ _ _ ____________________________________________________

Department Affected: Administration.
BRU : Office of Public Advocacy
Component: Office of Public Advocacy

COMPONENT S E R IA L  NO. _42_

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01
PERSO N A L S E R V IC E S
TRA V EL
CO N TRACTUAL
S U P P L IE S
EQ UIPM EN T
LAND & S T R U C T U R E S
GRAN TS. CLAIM S
M ISCELLAN EO US •

TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0 .  P.P 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0 0 0 0 ! 0 0

I CHANGE IN REVENUES ( 1 0 0 I 0 0 0 1 0 1

FUND SOURCE: (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts 1
1003 G F Match
1004 G F
:005 GF/Program Receipts 
1006 GF/MHTIA
O TH ER
TO TAL 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0.0 1

Estimate o f any cu rren t yea r (FY 95) co s t: $ -0- 

POSITIONS:____________________________________
FULL-TIM E
PART-TIM E
-EM PO RARY ------

1

ANALYSIS: (Attach a seoarato pago it necessary.)
There is no fiscal impact to the Office of Public Advocacy.

Prooaroo oy: 
Orvision: ___

Bfani McQfliL aifgSQL
Office ot Public Advocacy

Aoprovod by Commissioner: Mark Bovor 
Agency: Department of Administration

Phono: 274-1684 
Oato: ___________

Date: f-

Rev 01/95
PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

For further distribution information, call tho Governor's Legislative Ottice
Page J of J __



F IS C A L  N O T E

Revision Date: __________________________________________
Title: “ ...relating to the state's tuberculosis control
program including provisions for certain penalties...‘

STATE OF ALASKA
1995 LEG ISLATIVE SESSION

Sponsor:
Requester:

Rules by Request ol the Governor 
Governor's OffiCe/QMB

Dept. AMccted: 
|BRU: _ _
Component:

IS) Publish Date: v j / 2  2 . /  7 5
4

________Department o> Law
________ Legal Services____________
________Operations_______________

No. I___
Bill Version: 15 P

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 0093

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01
PERSONAL SERVICES 
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

| CAPITAL EXPENDITURES'

I C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S '

F U N D  S O U R C E (Thousands of Dollars!
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1006 GF/MHTIA
Other
TOTAL 0.0 0 .0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any currant yoar (FY95J cost: J 0 .0

POSITIONS
FULL-TIME 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0.0 0.0
PART-TIME
tem po r ar y

ANALYSIS: lA ttacn a separate page if necessary)

Th is bill would update the s ta te 's  general tubercu losis contro l program and the invo luntary detention 

law s for those persons w h o  have infectious tubercu losis but are unable or unw illing to seek treatm ent or take 

safeguards to protect the public agam st in fections. The bill seeks to co rrect defic iencies in the existing  law  in 

respect to recognizing due process requirem ents of the United S ta te s  and A laska  constitu tions. The bill will 

allow  the court to address the m erits of the decision of confinem ent in thcso ca se s  rather than focus its  review  

on argum ents regarding alleged constitutional defic ienc ies in the p ro cess to support a detention decision . This 

is corrective leg islation that docs not have an e ffect on the existing  case load , and there w ill not be a fisca l 

im pact.

■ Richmd i Pegucs Di'ectPrepared by:
D iv is io n : A d m in is t i.m v n  S erv ice

Approved by Commissioner 
Agency: ________

Bruce M. Bote lhe/A ttornev General

Phone: 
Date :,

Date:

465-3672
3/15/95

3/15/95
Department of Law

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call fh« Governor'* Laptlative Office
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TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

PLEASE REPLY TO:

DEPARTMENT OF LAV/ PHONE. 1907)269-5100
FAX (907)276-3697

r  'CICE OF THE A TTORNEY GENERAL

April 10, 1995

O KEY BANK BUILDING
I00CUSHMANST. SUITE-iOO 
FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 99701-1679 
PHONE 1907) AS I -2011
FAX; (907) 451 -2346

/a, P O. BOX 1 10300-DIMOND COURTHOUL 
*  JUNEAU. ALASKA 99611-0300

PHONE. (907)465-3600
FAX: (907)465-6735

RECEIVED APR I 2 1995
(FAX)465-2539

Honorable Mike Miller 
Alaska State Senate 
Room 125, State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Re: Proposed amendments to SB 138
Tuberculosis Control

Dear Senator Miller:

Your staff has requested a brief explanation of the
amendments that have been proposed for SB 138 regarding 
tuberculosis control. The amendments change the original bill in 
two ways:

1) eliminating the criminal penalty for failure to 
comply with a tuberculosis control order; and

2) providing for the subject of a tuberculosis control 
order to choose whether a court proceeding is to be 
open or closed to the public.

These are important improvements to the bill because of
the sensitivity of court proceedings related to state action in 
response to individuals who are ill. In order to assure that the 
public will appropriately continue to seek testing and health care, 
state public health officials believe it is necessary to assure 
individuals that their reasonable expectation of privacy of their 
medical records will be respected. Open criminal proceedings 
against people who are sick with tuberculosis work against the 
public perception that state medical officials are acting on a 
patient's behalf when they undertake to protect the public health 
by means of an examination or treatment order.

The criminal provision was retained in the original
version of SB 138 only because it is currently in the tuberculosis 
control statute. Under the current law, the filing of a criminal 
proceeding is the only method available to public health officials 
to enforce a tuberculosis control order from tho state medical 
officer. This method is ineffective, in part, because the court 
3y3tem generally does not look upon sick people as appropriate 
subjects of criminal penalties. Under the proposed SB 138, the

APR 1  0  1595



Honorable Mike Miller 
Alaska State Senate 
Re: SB 138

A p r i l  1 0 ,  1 9 9 5
P a g e  2

state medical officer will have a number of options for the 
enforcement of an order that will include full review by a court, 
and in circumstances of the most resistance from an individual who 
requires treatment and quarantine, a civil contempt action based on 
a court order will make it possible to achieve the desired result. 
Therefore, a criminal penalty provision is not necessary for the 
success of a tuberculosis control program and may pose the danger 
of deterring people from seeking necessary treatment.

A provision to allow the subject of a proceeding to 
decide whether the proceeding is open to the public did not appear 
in the original version of the bill because of a drafting 
oversight. To allow an option for a closed proceeding is 
consistent with the general expectation that health matters are 
entitled to privacy and is consistent with the proceedings 
concerning court review of other health matters by the court, i.e., 
civil mental commitments. The problems of open tuberculosis 
control proceedings became apparent late last year when it was 
necessary for the state to prosecute a person in Kotzebue under the 
criminal provisions of the current TB law. The open proceeding 
received a great deal of exposure from the local press, and it was 
necessary for the state medical officer to seek to close subsequent 
civil proceedings to protect the subject of the proceeding from 
further press attention. It is believed that exposing a person's 
medical history to public scrutiny in the press may undermine the 
essentially benign nature of the actions taken by the state medical 
officer to protect the public health through tuberculosis control 
measures.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any further
questions about the bill or the proposed amendments.

KFB/bap

cc: Pat Pourchot
Bruce M. Botelho 
Barbara Ritchie 
Deborah E. Behr

Very truly yours

BRUCE M. BOTELHO 
ATTORNEY GENERAL

By:
Kr ibLcu r. ouiuunytru 
Assistant Attorney General
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Bulletin t 1') 0 March 9 .1 9 9 5

V i l l a g e  T u b e r c u l o s i s  O u t b r e a k s  - -  U p d a t e
The re  w ere 9 3  tube rcu los is  ( T B )  cases am ong  A la sk a  
residents du ring  1 9 9 4 . T h is  is the la rgest num be r o f  cases 
since 1985 (w h en  110 cases w e re  rep o rted ) and a 5 0 %  
increase o v e r the ave rage  o f  6 2  cases a n n u a lly  betw een 19 86  
and 1993 . F o r ty -s ix  (4 9 .5 % )  o f  the 9 3  cases d u rin g  1994 
were ou tb reak -a ssoc ia ted ; that is. they  w e re  part o f  th ree o r  
m ore  c p id cm io lo g ic a lly  lin ked  cases. O u tb reak -assoc ia ted  
cases occu rred  on  St L aw ren ce  Is la n d  (G am b c ll and 
S a vo o n g a ). in the Y u k o n -K u s k o k w im  D e lta  (H o o p e r  B a y . 
Scam m on  B a y . M oun ta in  V i lla g e , C h cv ak , and L ow e r 
K a ls k a g ). and in S t. P au l.

There has been an in tensive pub lic  hea lth  response  to  the 
ou tb reaks. C om m u n ity  hea lth  a id e s , pub lic  hea lth  nurses, 
physic ian  assistan ts , x -ra y  te chno log is ts , and physic ians from  
R eg ion a l H ea lth  C o rp o ra t io n s , the In d ian  H ea lth  S e rv ic e , and 
the p riva te  sec to r have teamed up  w ith D iv is io n  o f  Pub lic  
H ea lth  s t a f f  from  the Sections o f  L a b o ra to r ie s . N u rs in g , and 
E p id em io lo g y  to  conduct c om p reh en s ive  fie ld  in vestig a tion s 
in each a ffec ted  c om m un ity . A s o f  M a rch  3 . 3 ,0 2 0  pe rsons 
have had tube rcu lin  sk in  tests, 8 1 0  p e rson s  have had chest x - 
rays . and 1 .3 6 9  spu tum  specim ens have been co lle c ted  (T a b le
I ) .  In add ition  to  the T B  cases m en tion ed  ab ov e , testing has 
ted to  id en tific a tion  o f  8 4  tube rcu lin  sk in  test c on ve rte rs  and 
9 9  sk in  test reac to rs . M o re  than 2 0 0  pe rsons have been 
started on  a n tib io tic s  to  treat o r  p reven t tu b e rcu lo s is .

Update o f outbreaks:
•  S a v o o n g a : A  pub lic  hea lth  team  m ade a fo llo w -u p  v is it 
between F eb rua ry  2 and 10 . P P D  sk in  tests w e re  p laced  on  
2 4 7  o f  2 6 5  p re v io u s ly  negative res iden ts . T esting  id en tified  
2 0  conve rte rs  ( in  add ition  to  18 c on ve rte rs  a lread y  
id en tified ). A  to ta l o f  7 6  sputum  spec im ens from  2 7  pe rsons 
w ere  c o lle c ted  fo r  ac id -fa st b a c i lli (A F B )  sm ea r and 
Mycobacteria c u ltu re . F ifty -se v en  p e rson s  had n chest x -ra y  
du ring  the v is it. A rrang em en ts fo r  d ire c t ly  ob se rv ed  the rapy 
(D O T )  w ere  c n rc fu lly  rev iew ed  o r  estab lished  to  ensu re  that 
a ll 3 8  c on v e n e rs  and  8 cases w e re  re c e iv in g  app rop ria te  
m cd ica tion (s ).

•  G a m b c ll :  T h is  c om m un ity  w as rev is ited  du ring  F eb ru a ry  
6 - 1 1 . E igh t sk in -tes t c on ve rte rs  and tw o  reac to rs  w ere

id en tified  as a resu lt o f  p la c in g  3 7 7  tube rcu lin  sk in  tests. 
Tw en ty -th re e  sputum  sam p le s w e re  c o lle c te d  from  12 
p e rson s . C hest x -ra y s  w e re  ob ta ined  on  6 4  residen ts . A ga in . 
D O T  a rrangem en ts w e re  rev iew ed  o r  estab lished  to  ensure 
that a l l p e rson s  fo r  w hom  m cd ic a tio n (s ) w ere p resc rib ed  w ere  
tak in g  the m ed ic a tio n (s ).

•  S t . I ’ a u l:  F o llo w -u p  v is its  w ere conducted du ring  the 
w eeks o f  January  16 and F eb ru a ry  13 . T u be rcu lin  sk in  tests 
w e re  p la ced  on  fiv e  p e rson s  p re v io u s ly  id en tified  as d o s e  
con tacts o f  ac tive  case s ; a ll w e re  negative . T rea tm ent 
reg im en s fo r  a l l s ix  T B  cases w ere  rev iew ed ; fiv e  were 
m od ifie d  to  ison ia z id  ( IN H )  and rifam p in  s ince each had 
a lre a d y  c om p le ted  m o re  than 2 m on ths o f  fo u r d rugs ( IN H , 
r ifam p in , c th am bu to l. and p y ra / in am id c ) and had fu lly  
sen s itiv e  bU'cabactenum tuberculosis iso la tes .

•  Y u k o n -K u s k o k w im  Delta: Pub lic  hea lth  team s v is ited  
the v il la g e s  o f  C h cv ak . H o o p e r  B a y , M oun ta in  V i lla g e , and 
S c am m on  B a y  du ring  January  9 - 2 3 . T he  num bers o f  
p re v io u s ly  nega tive  re s iden ts  sk in  tested w e re , by  v illa g e , 
C h e v a k . 4 5 8 ; H o o p e r B a y . 5 4 5 ; M oun ta in  V i lla g e , 5 8 1 ; and 
S c am m on  B a y , 3 0 3 . N o  new  P P D  pos itive  p e rsons were 
found  in  H o o p e r B a y , but 10 new  pos itive s  w e re  found  in 
S c am m on  B a y , and 2 each  w e re  found  in M oun ta in  V i lla g e  
and C h c v a k . O v e ra l l , 5 3 7  sputum  spec im ens w e re  co lle c ted  
from  2 0 9  pe rsons . B .  ;cd  o n  sym p tom  rev iew s o r  P P D  sk in  
test re su lts , the team s id en tified  2 4 0  pe rsons w h o  needed to  
have  a  chest x -ra y . B ecau se  o f  d iff ic u lt ie s  w ith  the x -ra y  
equ ipm en t, x -ra y s  c ou ld  not be ob ta ined  d u rin g  the January  
fie ld  in ve s tig a tion . A  team  rev is ited  the fo u r  v i lla g e s  and 
ob ta in ed  18 9  x -ra y s  d u rin g  the w eek  o f  F eb ru a ry  2 8 .

D u rin g  F e b ru a ry  th rough  June 19 94 , pub lic  hea lth  nu rses 
from  the B e th e l H ea lth  C en te r m ade seve ra l v is its  to  L ow e r 
K a ls k a g  and R u ss ian  M iss ion  to  investigate T B  coses and 
th e ir con tacts . A  reco rd  re v iew  show ed that, in  add ition  to  9  
T B  cases , the re  w ere 12 2  o th e r pe rsons in vestiga ted . A m on g  
these, 7 2  had a P P D , 2 9  had a  chest x -ra y , and 101 spu tum  
spec im ens w e re  c o lle c te d . A s  a resu lt o f  th is fo l lo w -u p , 2 9  
p e rson s w e re  p la ced  o n  IN H .

Table I. Sflertril tharaclfrlillct of tuberculosis outhrraks, IM4.I99J*
PPD Status'

Village Population Converter Reactor Negative CXRa Sputum Specimens Cases
Chevak 1122 2 1 455 34 73 1(iambell 6 0 29 35 377 206 239 13Hooper Bay 1.257 0 1 544 31 15 2t own Kalskag' 291 9 161 47 29 101 9Mountain Village 952 0 5 57J 79 221 2Savoonga 611 31 26 274 316 355 nScammon (lay 477 5 5 306 45 149 ISi Paul 66) 1 10 261 70 144 6
Total

• Itunufh 1/1AM
5.725 14 w 2.137 mo 1,369 49

' ftrtulit Shown incliMe persons skin Intel at pm of the TH outbreak iftvrttlgiikM Persons known to he PPt) poslUve Own previous letting •m not included M this pio of Uw uk4e 1 The rPIH. CXJU. and Sfutwn Sprnment retried ft* I owes kalit s« ItKledt contacts evaluated Mi Kuitlsn Million lAimanr m 10 of the I* persons cImsI(W4 as rttcton may have ̂  conveners Ave,l»hi« infwmUKMi« u IncompleteI
(Spotlit thsnks lo l)i» community heslih skies. public htildi nurses, and laboratory mi<tnhMilo|itti who )vn« wmtrd haul in control these nviltvtali)
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