


Fact Sheet and Background Information

A Public/Private Partnership That Will
Endow The Atwood Chair In Journalism

The University of Alaska Regents have approved a request to the legislature for $1
million in the FY95 UA Capital budget to match contributions from other sources to Vv

endow the Atwood Chair of Journalism at UAA.

» Legislative support of this one-time expenditure offers an opportunity to initiate
Innovative fiscal responsibility through public and private partnership <
during a year of declining revenues.

» This nationally recognized chair in journalism has successfully operated for the past
15 years through annual contributions by Robert B. Atwood. His personal donations
total $1.3 million. Mr. Atwood has now committed an additional $500,000 towards
making this prestigious chair permanent. That would bring his total contribution to
nearly $2 million.

» This melding of private and public money will establish the existing Chair in
Journalism in the Department of Journalism and Public Communications (JPC) at UAA

as a permanent self support faculty position.

6 As the first endowed chair financed by private and public money, it will be an
excellent model to challenge the private sector in Alaska to support future
professorships that will also create pockets of excellence within the university system.

» The Chair was established to improve the standards of the people in print anj
broadcast journalism in Alaska. It is a teaching professorship that carries a regular,
heavy teaching load. In addition, the professor works with the media and is available
as a resource for community needs.

» The Chair is part of the UAA-JPC program, one of only 90 programs that qualify
nationally for accreditation and are designated as meeting national standards in mass

communication.

* There are 200 ctudents currently enrolled in UAA’s JPC program which graduates
between 30 and 45 students each year. The Alaska job market for these students
includes newspapers, magazines, radio and television stations, video and audio
production firms, public relations deportments and advertising agencies. A
conservative estimate is shat 500 jobs turn over annually in the job market. A
substantial number of these positions are entry level.

* The students and alumni cf the JPC program, the employers who hire the graduates,
and the JPC Professional Advisory Council strongly endorse the proposed matching
fund endowment for the Atwood Chair of Journalism.

The Chair is a proven entity that has been funded annually for 15 years by Mr. Atwood
ItiS.nQtJIFICJ.QS dowlhe chair and support private funds with responsible use of
public funds.

P'opved by tho UAA Joumj jm & Pub C CommvftiCBt o '* Aanjcry Council. S-xm N'gMirgao. Chfc/
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March 11, 1995
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Friday, March 17, 19%
Bill to Endow Robert B. Atwood Journalism Chair Introduced in the Senate

Senator Tim KeIIK (R-EAST ANCHORAGE) introduced legislation, toda_)( to establish an
endowment for the Robert B Atwood Journalism Chair at the Universi Y of Alaska
Anchorage. This legislation, SB 134, would provide a mechanism for hoth ﬁub_llc and
private entities to match funds from Mr. Atwood to permanently endow the journalism

chair.

This nationall recognized Chair has been funded for the past 15years through
contributions by Robert B. Atwood, former publisher of the Anchorage Times. His,
ersonal donations total S1.3 million dollars. Mr. Atwood has committed an additional
5500,000 if this legislation goes through. "Legislative support of this Chair isan |
innovative apR[oach to private and public partnership. Hopefully, " said Sen. Tim Kelly
"this partnership will prove a challenging model for the private Sector in Alaska to
develop future professorships.” While the Chair has existed for fifteen years, it has never
been endowed. ~With_ this legislation the funds would be held in a perpétual trust to
permanently fund this Chair.

The Journalism Chair was established to improve the standards in print and broadcast
{ou_rnallsm_ in Alaska. Prestigious journalists have been able to teach in Alaska and share
heir Practu:al and real-life experiences with students. "Many students have benefited not
only from the academic experience this Chair offers, but also from the industry contacts
such Chairs have," said Sen. Kelly. Atwood professors also offer professional 'workshops
and other community outreach.

The Atwood Chair is an integral part of the UAA Journalism and Public Communications
program, one of only 90 programs nationwide that are nationally accredited and meet
national standards in mass communication.

Senate Bill 134 was referred to the Health, Education and Social Services Committee and
then the Senate Finance Committee.
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Michigan Patricia Kimbrough, feature writer, Grand Rapids Gazette
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Washington D.C. Henry Dunbar, copy editor, Washington Post
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Fact Sheet and Background Information

A Public/Private Partnership That Will
Endow The Atwood Chair In Journalist.,

The University of Alaska Regents have approved a request to the legislature for $1
million in the FY95 UA Capital budget to match contributions from other sources to
endow the Atwood Chair of Journalism at UAA.

» Legislative support of this one-time expenditure offers an opportunity to initiate
innovative fiscal responsibility through public and private partnership
during a year of declining revenues.

» This nationally recognize d chair in journalism has successfully operated for the past
15 years through annual contributions by Robert B. Atwood. His personal donations
total $1.3 million. Mr. Atwood has now committed an additional $500,000 towards
making this prestigious chair permanent. That would bring his total contribution to
nearly $2 million.

» This melding of private and public money will establish the existing Chair in
Journalism in the Department of Journalism and Public Communications (JPC) at UAA
as a permanent self support faculty position.

» As the first endowed chair financed by private and public money, it will be an
excellent model to challenge the private sector in Alaska to support future
professorships that will also create pockets of excellence within the university system.

« The Chair was established to improve tne standards of the people in print and
broadcast journalism in Alaska. It is a teaching professorship that carries a regular,
heavy teaching load. In addition, the professor works with the media and is available
as a resource for community needs.

* The Chair is part of the UAA-JPC program, one of only 90 programs that qualify
nationally for accreditation and are designated as meeting national standards in mass
commun.jation.

* There are 200 students currently enrolled in UAA’s JPC program which graduates
between 30 and 45 students each year. The Alaska job market for these students
includes newspapers, magazines, radio and television stations, video and audio
production firms, public relations departments and advertising agencies. A
conservative estimate is that 500 jobs turn over annually in the job market. A
substantial number of these positions are entry level.

» The students and alumni of the JPC program, the employers who hire the graduates,
and the JPC Professional Advisory Council strongly endorse the proposed matching
fund endowment for the Atwood Chair of Journalism.

The Chair is a proven entity that has been funded annually for 15 years by Mr. Atwood
It is now time to endow the chair and supportDrivate fundsj/yjthjesponsible.useLQf
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April 7, 19%
Senate HESS Committee:

| am pleased to testify on behalf of the University of Alaska in supﬁ_ort of Senate Bill 134,
This measure would ﬁrant permanence to a successful program while actually saving the
university money in the future.

Asyouy know, the university has a long history of ﬁubllc and %rlvate partngrships--a tradition
more important now than’ever. For™ 15 years, the Robert B. Atwood Chair of Journalism
has been one of the most successful of these partnerships, bringing nationally known and
respected journalists to Alaska to teach classes on ethics, press isstes and writing.

Our program and our students have won national recognition as a direct result of this chair.
Just last month, one_of our journalism students spenf a week at the White House as the
result of the professional contacts of our current Atwood Chair ho! ’er. Associated Press
Special Correspondent Tad Bartimus.

Tin's prestigious chair exists because of the extraordinary annual generosity of one citizen-
former Anchorage Times publisher Robert Atwood. Mr.” Atwood's support has totaled more
than $L.3 million over the years. A state appropriation this year-coupled with a pledge of
adgltlor%ﬁ! fuhno_ls by Mr. Atwood and others-would allow the university to permanently
endow this chair.

An endowed chair would allow this valuable program to continue with no annual cost to the
university, It would help train Alaskans for Alaskan jobs-jobs that exist now and will
increase” in future years. An endowed chair will help the™ university meet tomorrow’s

challenges with tomorrow's budget.
| wholeheartedly support this measure, and hope you will do the same.

Sincerely,

Edward Lee Gorsuch
Chancellor

keh

cc. D S&Ivia_Broa%
Vice President Wendy Redman
Ms. Suzan Nightingale

A DIVISION OF THE UNIVF-RSITY OF ALASKA STATEWIDE SYSTEM OF HICHER EDUCATION
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