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March 6 . 1995

An Open Letter to Duane French and Other interested Persons

This letter is in response to Duane French’s cover article in the 
Winter. 1995 issue of Access Alaska Update. If you have not 
seen the article, you are encouraged to obtain a copv and read it 
carefully.

Dear Duane:

As you know. Dan LaErosse and I sen/e as Vice Chair and Chair, 
respectively, of the State Independent Living Council. We 
recently read your cover article in the Winter 1995 Access Alaska 
Update. We believe it contains many inaccuracies, biases, and 
omissiens. and would like to set the record straight.

The newly formed State Independent Living Council SILC) has 
been operating for just over a year new. The Governor made 
appointments in October 1993. and the SILC had its first meeting 
in January 1994.

The questions as posed in the newsletter article are used again to 
facilitate accurate and objective responses.

"W h y  h a v e n 't I h e a rd  a b o u t th e  m e e t in g s  o f : h e  S IL C ? ? "

In fact, the public is well-informed about SILC meetings.
The SILC advertises all regularly scheduled quarterly 
meetings in the Anchorage D a i ly  A vvs. the Juneau E m p ire . 
and the Fairbanks D a ily  N e w s -M in e r .  Meetings are 
advertised approximately 1 0  days in advance, and the
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advertisement shows the general agenda for the meeting 
and the scheduled time and place for public participation. Local 
independent living centers and other organizations are sent 
information about SILC meetings. Working committee meetings, 
such as negotiating team meetings, in the past were not advertised, 
but that practice was changed at the direction of the Chair. The 
public has always been welcome at any meeting of the SILC or its 
committees. Minutes are available to the public without charge after 
approval by the SILC. In addition, the SILC began a practice of 
using a court reporter to document its activities during regularly 
scheduled quarterly meetings. These transcripts are also available 
to the public, at a cost. Names, addresses, and telephone numbers 
of SILC members are also public information, are widely distributed, 
and remain readily available. All of the members of the SILC are 
available for questions from any concerned entity.

None of the activities of the SILC are secretive. The SILC, 
composed primarily of individuals who had no experience with 
governor-appointed Boards, Commissions, or Councils, joined other 
similar entities in learning about and incorporating the requirements 
of the Open Meetings Law into its activities. The SILC followed 
closely the advice and opinions of Attorney General staff in ensuring 
its activities meet the Open Meetings Law requirements, and has 
comnietely rectified inadvertent errors that occurred in the past.

"W h o  is  re s p o n s ib le  fo r w h a t th e  S IL C  h a s  d o n e ? "

The entire SILC votes on all official actions. Access Alaska has 
been an active advocate for concerns about the State Plan. All of 
Access Alaska’s input and comments are part of the public record. 
The SILC received a great deal of public testimony when drafting the 
State Plan, and a major focus of many consumers was the need to 
ensure that independent living services were provided on a 
statewide basis; not just in Anchorage, and not just with Access



Alaska. Discussions with consumers about consumer choice and 
consumer control made it clear to the SILC that consumers are not 
unanimous in wanting Access Alaska to speak f o r  them, nor do they 
unanimously share Access Alaska’s concerns. It was clear to the 
SILC that many consumers, in particular those in areas of the state 
other than Anchorage, deeply resented Access Alaska’s self- 
appointed advocacy role on their behalf. After all, independent living 
is about consumer choice and consumer control. Self-advocacy is a 
desirable goal of most, if not all, consumers the SILC has heard.
The SILC could not in good conscience ignore this input.

Despite concerns about submittal of the plan prior to SILC approval, 
federal regulations allowed this to take place. States were allowed 
to submit independent living plans before full SILC approval, in order 
to meet the deadline. The plan is a living document, and can be 
amended or modified, so it was not a concern to the federal 
Rehabilitation Services Administration nor to the SILC if the plan was 
submitted before approval at a regularly scheduled meeting.

The SILC worked closely with DVR and RSA staff in ensuring that 
the Plan met the federal criteria. The "order of priorities" in Title VII 
relates to the provision of federal funds for those Centers (Access 
Alaska and SAIL), and the Plan did not change federal funding 
allocation to either Center. Funding available from other sources 
was the funding over which the SILC had discretion in allocating 
resources. To do that, the State Plan, in Section 10. followed Title 
VII. The use of Part B, Chapter 1 funds is outlined in this Section, 
noting that a l l a re  o p t io n a l.  The States m a y  use Part B funds to: 
provide resources to the SILC; provide independent living services to 
individuals with significant disabilities; expand and improve 
independent living services; support operation of CILs; support 
activities to increase capacity to develop approaches or systems for 
providing IL services; to conduct studies and analyses; train 
regarding IL philosophy; and provide outreach to unserved or
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underserved populations. The Interim State Plan does all of these 
things.

The SILC and DVR are neither irresponsible nor divisive. 
Irresponsibility and division come from attempts by uninformed and 
uncooperative individuals to sabotage an approved state plan, a 
politicization of issues instead of a cooperative and collaborative 
effort, a perpetuation of inaccuracies, and an infusion of time and 
money into opposition, instead of service delivery to individuals with 
disabilities.

W h y  w a s n 't th e  p u b l ic  m o re  in v o lv e d ?

The SILC could probably not have done this any I etter. Public input 
obtained by the SILC was considerable, continue: at each meeting, 
and is often effective and appropriate. Written piblic input is 
incorporated into the public record. In fact, the SILC has erred by 
allowing public comment almost to the point of being unable to 
proceed with the business of the SILC. I believe this should not 
continue. The first purpose of the SILC meetings is the business at 
hand. Appropriate mechanisms for public comment must continue 
to be available, but inappropriate comments, interruptions from the 
floor, and other. ude and disrespectful behavior should not be 
tolerated at SILC meetings. This has occurred in the past, and has 
subjected members of th. SILC to unnecessary abuse and 
disrespect.

D o n 't S IL C  m e m b e rs  h a v e  s o m e  e th ic a l s ta n d a rd  th e y  m u s t fo l lo w ?

Of course. The State Plan is responsive to consumer needs 
statewide, and the SILC members responded to this in appropriate, 
professional fashion. SILC members conform to the Executive 
Branch Ethics Act. and training and information has been 
consistently provided to ensure that SILC activities remain
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appropriate to the intentions of this Act. D is t r ib u t io n  o f fu n d in g  
s ta te w id e , e n s u r in g  s u p p o r t fo r a n d  s e r v ic e  d e l iv e r y  to c ro s s ­

d is a b i l i t y  g ro u p s , was a n d  re m a in s  th e  g o a l o f th e  S ta te  P la n . The 
Chair did not vote on any matters concerning the agency for which 
she serves as Executive Director. A Chair votes only to break a tie, 
and must abstain from even that vote if a conflict of interest arises. 
The Chair follows this procedure without fail. The Vice-Chair 
abstains from voting on any matter that might be construed to affect 
the agency he serves. The federal regulations, in specifying the 
composition of the SILC, place representatives of agencies in a 
position of potential conflict of interest, and SILC members have 
been careful to abstain from any official action of the SILC that might 
be construed as a conflict of interest. Again, the SILC has been the 
recipient of clear legal advice from the Attorney General’s office in 
this area, and continues to seek legal advice as appropriate and 
necessary.

I s n 't T it le  V II w r it te n  in  a p re t t y  s t r a ig h t fo rw a rd  m a n n e r a n d  e a s y  to 
u n d e r s ta n d ?

Yes. Title VII materials were distributed to all SILC members, and to 
any other interested party. Some SILC members have attended Title 
VII training. The statement in Duane’s article that he would “bet that 
not one of the SILC members actually read Title VII’’ . . .  is a bet 
several SILC members would win. My personal well-thumbed copy 
is evidence enough.

W h y  w o u ld  S IL C  m e m b e rs  m a k e  th in g s  w o rs e  fo r p e o p le  w ith  
d is a b i l i t ie s  ra th e r th a n  b e t te r?

The mission of the SILC is to provide statewide independent living 
services to individuals with significant disabilities. The SILC is 
primarily composed of persons with disabilities. Greed and 
corruption have not been evident in SILC activities. The SILC
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struggled a great deal to meet the needs of as many consumers as 
possible, across all disability groups, and in all geographic regions of 
the state. During the public input process, the SILC heard from 
many consumers with visual or hearing disabilities that their needs 
were not being met. The State Plan, as currently implemented, was 
designed to meet the needs of A L L  Alaskans with significant 
disabilities.

Systems change begins with consumer refusal to any longer accept 
the status quo of one agency or one service area being the only 
game in town. Extensive public input to the Plan and during Council 
meetings demonstrates this is no longer the case. Ensuring 
consumer choice is and remains a major focus of the Plan.

SILC records show that m a n y  persons and entities, including Access 
Alaska, advocated to establish a full-time Executive Director 
position. The Governor and DVR provided the SILC with a 
mechanism to establish this position in as independent a fashion as 
possible. Suddenly. Access Alaska criticizes the SILC’s actions in 
filling this position. C itrary to your opinion, the DVR staff person in 
the past spent f a r m o re  than 5% of her time on SILC activities. The 
requirements of developing the state plan and coordinating SILC 
activities have been extremely demanding. The SILC survived 
without an Executive Director only because of the tremendous 
dedication of the SILC members, the willingness of the Executive 
Committee members to commit a great deal of time, and the 
commitment and expertise of s e v e ra l VR staff, including the Director, 
the Deputy Director, and m a n y  others. The commitment and 
integrity of everyone involved in SILC activities have always been in 
evidence.

Any reduction in funding to Access Alaska increases funding 
available to both ensure service delivery on a statewide basis and to 
provide specialized services for the deaf and the blind, two disability



groups that were traditionally unserved and underserved by Centers 
for Independent Living in Alaska. For the first year of SILC 
operations, the SILC was funded jointly by Access Alaska, SAIL, and 
DVR, with a total of $70,000 budgeted. DVR expended all of the 
funds committed; SAIL expended more than its commitment, and the 
SILC has been unable to obtain final expenditure information from 
Access Alaska, in spite of repeated requests. For the second year, 
the interim plan provided funding directly to the SILC. This funding 
is a combination of Part B funds and State Independent Living 
Funds. As is clearly outlined in the Plan, the largest portion of the 
SILC’s expenditures are for SILC travel and meeting expenses, staff 
travel, administrative costs, and SILC and staff training. The focus 
of the Resource Allocation Plan directly interfaces with the State 
Plan Independent Living Objectives outlined in Attachment 9 of the 
Plan. These issues were identified through the independent living 
needs assessment and public input, and most specifically upon the 
public input and needs c ssessment provided by individuals with 
disabilities. These issues were repeatedly stressed by respondents 
and participants as key to the full inclusion of people with disabilities 
in all aspects of community life. Your article stated that the 
“remaining amount of the S200.000 (of Part B) funds was used to 
fund deaf services.. .and services for persons who are blind.” The 
Resource Allocation Plan clearly shows that a l l P a r t B m o n ie s  a n d  a l l 
S ta te  IL m o n ie s  a re  d is t r ib u te d  a m o n g  a ll s e rv ic e  p r o v id e r s  in c lu d e d  
in th e  P la n , w h ic h  o f c o u rs e  in c lu d e s  A c c e s s  A la s k a .  Access A la s k a  
A n c h o ra g e  a n d  A c c e s s  A la s k a  F a irb a n k s , c o m b in e d , re c e iv e  m o re  
th a n  $ 4 0 0 ,0 0 0  in  fu n d in g  f ro m  th e s e  s o u r c e s  a lo n e . There is nothing 
that precludes Access Alaska from using these funds for housing 
modifications and assistive technology purchases to directly benefit 
consumers. No other agency receives funding at such a high level 
from Part B and State IL monies. Access Alaska was not forgotten 
in the resource allocation plan.

Many people take exception to your statement that the “horrible job
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done by the SILC has hurt all Alaskans with disabilities." We believe 
that your divisiveness, inaccuracies, lack of cooperation, and 
repeated attempts to sabotage the mission of the SILC hurt all 
Alaskans with disabilities. However, we know you to be a committed 
individual who has many skills that could help us in our common 
efforts to expand and improve independent living services in Alaska. 
The SILC is taking proactive steps to ensure that all Alaskans with 
significant disabilities receive the benefits of independent living. 
Cooperation and collaboration are essential. We would like nothing 
better than for you to reconcile with the SILC and lend your expertise 
and energy to moving us all forward. We hope we can put our 
differences behind us and work together to enrich the lives of 
Alaska’s disability community.

Sincerely.

Chair
Dan LaBrosse 
Vice Chair
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SENATE BILE NO. 117

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

IIV SENATOR HALFORD

Introduird:
Referred: IIES, FIN

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

ifS -' s- ^

VL  /

1 "An Act establishing ;i statewide independent living council and darifving its

2 relationship with existing agencies; and providing Tor an cfTccl!ve dateiw" ‘

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

4 • Section I. AS 47.80.030 is amended to read:

5 Sec. 47.80.030. GOVERNOR S COUNCIL ON DISABILITIES AND

6 SPECIAL EDUCATION. There is established the Governor's Council on Disabilities

7 and Special Education. For budgetary purposes, the council is located within the

8 Department of Health and Social Services but is the interdepartmental planning and

9 coordinating agency of the Dcpanmcnt of Health and Social Services, the Dcpanmcnt

10 of Education, and other departments that deliver services to persons who are gifted or

11 experiencing a disability. In addition. cxcgDLas_provldcd in AS 47.80.300 «

12 47.80.330. the council is the state planning council and interagency coordinating

13 council for purposes of federal laws relating to persons who arc gifted or cxpencncing

14 a disability.

SB0II7A
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* See. 2. AS 47.80 is amended by adding new sections to read:

ARTICLE 4A. STATEWIDE INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL.

Sec. 47.80.300. STATEWIDE INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL. There 

is established the Statewide Independent Living Council. For budgetary purposes, the 

council is located in the Dcp.rtmcnt of Education. The Department of Education shall 

provide reasonable and necessary professional and technical assistance when requested 

by the council.

See. 47.80.310. COMPOSITION; TERMS; COMPENSATION, (a) The 

governor shall appoint members to the council who meet the applicable requirements 

of 29 U.S.C. 796d after soliciting personal applications and after soliciting 

recommendations from the public, from organizations representing a broad range of 

individuals experiencing disabilities, and from organizations interested in individuals 

experiencing disabilities. ’Die council shall select a chairperson from among its voting 

members.

(b) The members shall be appointed to staggered terms of three years, except 

that a person appointed to fill a vacancy shall be appointed for the remaining years of 

the prior member’s term. A member may not serve more than two consecutive full 

terms.

(c) Members of the council who are not state employees arc entitled to per 

diem and travel expenses as authorized for members of boards and commissions under 

AS 39.20.180. In addition, if required by federal law, a mcmbc. is entitled to

(1) reimbursement o f the necessary expenses of attending council 

meetings and performing council duties, including expenses for child care and personal 

assistance services;

(2) compensation of $150 for each day of performing council duties 

and each day spent traveling to attend a council meeting if the member is not 

employed er must forfeit wages from other employment in order to perform council 

duties or travel to a council meeting.

See. 47.80.320. POWERS AND DUTIES, (a) The council shall perform the 

duties set out in 29 U.S.C. 796d in a manner that will maximize the state’s receipt of 

federal financial assistance for independent living services and centers of independent

17 *2- SB0II7A
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liv ing fo r  residents with severe disabilities, including the fo llow ing duties:
(1 ) joint development o f the state plan required under 29  U .S .C . 796c 

and evaluation o f  the implementation o f  the plan:
(2 ) development o f  a plan fo r the provision o f  resources, including staff 

and personnel, that may be necessary to carry out the council's functions with funds 
from  the federal government and other public and private sources: and

(3 ) coordination o f  the council’ s activities with other state agencies that 
address the needs o f  specific d isab ility populations and issues under federal law.

(b ) The council may
i

(1 ) hold hearings and forums as dctcn.. acd by the council to be 
necessary to carry out its duties:

(2 )  solicit and accept money o r other resources on beha lf o f  the state 
from  any public o r private source.

See. 47 .80 .3 30 . D E F IN IT IO N . Notwithstanding AS 47 .80 .9tX ). in 
A S  4 7 .8 0 .3 0 0  - 47 .8 0 .3 20 . "council’’ means die Statewide Independent L iv ing C ounu i 
established under AS 4 7 .8 0 .3 0 0 .

• Sec. 3 . Notwithstanding AS 47 .8 0 .3 1 0 , enacted by see. 2 o f  this Act, the governor shall 
appoint the initial members o f the Statewide Independent Living Council so that approximately 
equal numbers o f  the members have terms o f  one. two, and three years in o rd e r to achieve 
staggered three-year terms thcrcaftc

•  See . 4. This Act takes effect im i iia te ly  under AS 0 1 .1 0 .0 7 0 (c ).

s n o i I 7 A -3-
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F I S C A L  N O T E

Title: Statewide Independent LivinQ-CQUQCil___________  BRU: _ V.qcalionaLBehabilitation____________
      Component. Independent Living Rehabilitation
Sponsor: Senator Halford________________________ _______________________________________
Requester: Senate H E S S  GflmmittfiS--------------------------- COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 203

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. SB 117
1995 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision D a le :____________________________________ Department Affected: Education_________________

Expenditures/Revenues:_________________   (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01
PERSONAL SERVICES 
TRAVEL 
CONTRACTUAL 
SUPPLIES 
EQUIPMENT 
LAND & STRUCTURES 
GRANTS. CLAIMS 
MIf CELLANEOUS

56.5 56.5 56.5 56.5 56.5 56.5
26.0 260 26.0 26.0 26.0 26.0
54.3 54.3 54.3 54.3 54.3 54.3
4.1 4.1 4.1 4.1 4.1 4.1
1.7 1.7 1.7 1.7 1.7 1.7

TOfAL OPERATING 142.6 142.6 142.6 142.6 142.6 142.6

CAPITAL I

REVENUE FUND SOURCE: I I I f

FUNDING:  ,___ _______ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
I006GF/MHTTA
Other

1283 128.3 1283 128 3 128.3 128.3
14 3 143 143 143 14.3 14.3

TOTAL 1426 1426 1426 142.6 142.6 142.6

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY
Estimate of current year (FY95) impact: $

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separato page if necessary.)
To bo oigtfc'o to roceivo locoral funds for mdapondont living services. Alaska must ostabJish a Statowido Indopondont Uving Council. 
On Otiobor 26. 1994. Govomor Hickol ostabkshod the Council by Admtnistralivo Ordor No. 149. Snnalo Bill 117 formally 
ostabttshes this council in statuto. Funding for this council and othor indopondont living sorvtcot is inciudod in tho Rahabulation Act 
Amandmanis ot 1992. Tit* VII. Tho stalo currontfy rocorvos approiimatofy S9C0.000 undor this Act.
Ploano M l tho attached shost for fufthor analysts.__________________________________________________________

Proparodby: Sian Ridoewav. Deputy D tre c to r :^ ^ . , --yPnono ; _4SS.fiS32_______________
Division: Vocational Rehabilitation________ U - ^G ato: _.March.l.6,J235_________
Approved by Commissioner:______________ Shirlov Holloway___________________________________
Agency- Education________________________________________ Dato: March 16^1995__________

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR’S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For U T w  ftirouoon inlormMon u «  i*# Govsmcrv OAoo



Senate Bill 117 
Fiscal Note A nalysis 
Page 2 o f  2

T o be elig ib le to receive federal funds for independent living services, A laska m ust 
establish  a S tatew ide Independent Living C ouncil. Funding for this program  is included 
in the Rehabilitation Act Amendments of 1992, Title VII.

Funds, a llo tted  under Part B o f Title VII, arc d isbursed  to A laska as a m inim al allo tm ent 
state w hich m eans that A laska will receive not less than $275,000 for independent living 
services. The state m ust m atch Part B funds by 10%.

In add ition , Part C o f Title VII entitles A laska to receive not less than $533,330 in federal 
funds designated  fo rce ,ite rs  for independent living. There are cu rren tly  two A laska 
centers w hich  receive these funds d irectly  from  the federal governm ent under 
Part C. In FY 95, a total for $602,900 was aw arded  to tw o A laskan independen t living 
centers. A ccess A laska received $301,000 and Southeast Independent Living (SA IL) 
received $301 ,900  from  this federal source.

The funding  fo r the independent living program  in FY 95 is as follow s:

Funding Source Amount (in thousands)

Federal P a n  B $ 283.8
P an  B R equired State M atch 3 9 .1
Federal P a n C  602.9
State G eneral Funds 563.4

TOTAL $ 1,489.2

T he Independen t Living Council expenses are funded with P an  B and state general 
funds. T he  to tal Council budget is $142,600. w hich ‘s 9%  o f the total funds available. 
T he state D iv ision  o f V ocational R ehabilitation retained S I0 .600 (.7%  o f  the total) to r 
gram  m onito ring . The rem ainder o f  die funds, $1 ,336 ,000  is gran ted  to  s tr 'ew id e  non ­
profit o rganizations for d irect consum er services.

W ithout a S tatew ide Independent Living C ouncil the state will not be e lig ib le  to receive 
c ither P a n  B or P an  C federal funds under Title VII o f the Act resu lting  in a lost o f 
approx im ately  $900,000 in federal funds.



TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
G O L D B E L T P L A C E
8 0 T W E ST 1 0 W  STR EET. SU IT E  200
JU N E A U . A LA SK A  9980b 1894

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 1907 )465 -2300
F. \X 1907) 465-4156

March 16. 1995

The Honorable R ick Halford 
A laska State Senate 
State Capito l. Room  508 
Juneau. A K  99801 -1182

Re: Senate B ill 1 17
Establishment o f a State Independent Living Council

Dear Senator H alford :

The Department o f  Education and the D ivision o f Vocational Rehabilitation (D V R ) support 
Senate B i l l 117. In order fo r A laska to continue receiving federal funds fo r  independent living 
services, the state must establish in statute a statewide independent council. The Rehabilitation 
Act o f  1973 as Amended in 1992 states in Title V II, Sec. 705 "Statewide Independent Living 
Counc il:"

(a ) Establishment - to be elig ib le to receive financial assistance under this chapter, 
each state shall establish a Statewide Independent Living Council (referred to in 
this section as the "Council” ). The council shall not be established as an entity 
within another state agency.

W e support your e ffo rts in submitting this legislation. For your in form ation I have enclosed a 
copy o f  the A laska Independent Living Council’s m ission statement, responsibilities and goals as 
contained in the statewide independent living plan.

I f  we can be o f  more assistance in your e ffo rts , please contact me o r Stan Ridgeway, Deputy 
D irector, D V R . at 465 -6932 .

Sincerely,

Sh irley J. H o llow ay . Ph .D . 
Comm issioner

Enclosure

OM1X.M



ALASKA INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL

Mission

To promote consumer control, peer support, self-help, self- 
determinaticn, equal access, and individual and system advocacy, 
in order to maximize the leadership, empowerment, independence, 
and productivity of individuals with disabilities.

Responsibilities

1. Jointly developing and submitting the State Plan for 
Independent Living, in conjunction with the A lauka Division of 
Vocational Rehaoilitation.

2. Monitoring, reviewing and evaluating the implementation of 
the State Plan.

3. Coordinating activities with the Alaska Vocational
Rehabilitation Advisory Council and other councils that address 
the needs of specific disability populations and issues.

1. To develop, implement, monitor and evaluate a coordinated 
and unified statewide service delivery system for independent

2. To develop a statewide network of centers for independent

3. To maximize working relationships and collaborative ventures 
for the provision of independent living services.

X. To develop and implement public awareness and outreach 
activities.

Goals

living.

living.



STATE OF ALASKA - OFFICE OF THE GOVERNORBoards and Commissions Office
Mombcrship Roster

(1 8 1 ) INDEPENDENT LIVING CO UN CIL

M em ber A p p o in te d  R eappo in tod

Constnnco E. Anderson 10/01/93
Independent Uvino Centor Representative 
8800 Glacier Highway, Suita 230 
Juneau, AK 99802
Homo Phono - (907) 780-6085 Work Phono • (907) 789-9665 FAX - (907) 789-9747

RoaA. Beggan 10/01/93
Community Rehabilitation Program Representative
P.O. Box 6064
Sitka, AK 99835
Homo Phone - (907) 747-4742

Jotm R. Burton 10/01/93
Community Rehabilitation Program Representative 
1169 Hos3 Avenue 
Fairbanks. AK 99709
Home Phono - (907) 479-8118 Work Phone - (907) 474-7249

Barnndlno J. Graham 10/01/93
Advocate
4131 East 20, No. 33 
Anchorage, AK 99508 
Home Phone - (907) 337-7914

Nuggot A. Hiatt 10/01/93
Advocato
1706 Bartlett Drivo 
Anchorage, AK 99507 
Home Fhone - (907) 562-1706

Dam'll Johnson 10/01/93
Division of Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities Rep.
DHSS, Div. of Mental Health 
P.O. Box 110620 
Juneau, AK 99811-0620 
Work Phone - ( ) 465*3370

Dan LeBrossn 10/01/93
Community Rehabilitation Program Representative 
1405 Kellum 
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Home Phone • (907) 488-6980 Work Phono - (907) 450-5913

Jo«4 A. Lopez Nieves 10/01/93
Family Member With Disability 
F.O. Box 7204.
Bethel. AK 9 9 5 5 9
Home Phone - (907) 543-5683 Work Phone • (907I 543-SS00

Patrick Reinhart 10/01/93
Community Rehabilitation Program Representative 
P.O. Box 110005 
Anchorage. AK 99511-0065
Home Phone - (907 ) 346 -1798  Work Phono • (907) 5 6 3 -2658

Torm Exp. 

10/01/96

10/01/96

10/01/95

10/01/95

10/01/94

10/01/96

10/01/94

10/01/95

10/01/94

•1— fruwJ liTJVTi (MEM LIST'D



STATE CP ALASKA - OFFICE OF THE GOVERNORBoards and Commissions Office
Membersh ip Roster

(1 8 1 )  IND EPEND ENT LIV ING  C O U N C IL

M e m b e r A p p o in te d  R eappo in ted  Torm  Exp.

Ston Ridgeway 10/01/33 10/01/36
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation Rop.
801 West Tenth Street, Suite 200 .
Juneau, A K  99801-1894 
Work Phono - (907) 465-6932

Ee riW . Westphd 10/01/93 10/01/96
Advocate
P.O. Box 288
Storting, A K  99672
Home Phone - (907) 262-6061

John A . Woodward 10/01/93 10/01/94
Community Rehabilitation rogram Representative
2200  Sunrisa Orivo
Anchorage, AK 39508
Home Phono - (907) 276-.. 159

Rogor Wright 10/01/93 10/01/95
Independent Living Program Representative 
P .O . Box 2 0 9 '
Kot2ebue, A K  99752  
Homo Phono - (907) 442-3021

(MEMUSTC)



S t a t r  o f  A l a s k a

a r r . - c  zr r~c : :v C 3 n :s  
J »; .v k ,\ c

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. U9

Walter J. Hickel, Governor of the State of Alaska, under the authority of art. Ill, secs. 1. 
16. and 24, of the Alaska Constitution and AS 44.19.14.5(c), hereby establish by 
Administrative Order the Alaska Statewide Independent Living Council (council).

Section 1. PURPOSE

The council shall serve as the Statewide Independent Living Council for Alaska required for 
the receipt of federal financial assistance under 29 U.S.C. 796d. as amended as of July 1, 
1994.

Section 2. DUTIES

The council shall perform the duties set out in 29 U.S.C. 796d, to allow the receipt of 
feaeral financial assistance in Alaska for independent living services and centers for 
independent living for Alaskans with severe disabilities. The council may hold hearings or 
forums in Alaska as the council determines necessary to carry out its duties.

Section 3. MEMBERSHIP; TERMS

The Governor will appoint members to the council who meet the applicable membership 
requirements set out in 29 U.S.C. 796d. A term of a member will be three years unless 
the appointment is to fill a vacancy for the remaining years of a prior member's term. A 
member may not serve more than two consecutive full terms.

Section 4. CONTACT AGENCY

The Alaska Department of Education will serve as lead contact agency for the council. The 
Alaska Department of Education shall provide reasonable and necessary professional and 
technical assistance requested by the council.

This Order takes effect immediately.

Dated at Juneau. Alaska th is^ 1& day of ^994.

/  /

Gove rno r



A L A S K A  D I V I S I O N  o f  
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ffiV I t f l 'W l l

proper disbursement of and accounting for funda paid to tha State undor this chapter, 

f4 } (A )  maintain racorda that fully diacloao •

(!) tha amount and diapoaition by auch racipiont of tho procaoda of auch finnnciai 
aaaiatanca;

(!i) tho total coat of tho project or undertaking in connoction with which auch financial 
aaaiatanca ia given or uaed; and liii) tho amount of that portion of tho coat of tho project 
or undertaking aupplied by other aourcaa;

(B ) maintain auch other racorda aa tho Commiaaionor datorrninaa to bo appropriate to facilitate 
an effective audit;

(C ) afford auch accaaa to rocorda maintained undor aubporagrapha (A) and (B) aa tho 
Commiaaionor dotorminea to be appropriate; and

ID ) submit auch roporta with reapoct to auch rocorda aa tho Commiaaionor dotorminea to bo 
appropriate;

15) provido accaaa to the Commissioner and the Comptroller General or any of their duly 
authorized roproaontativea, for the purpoae of conducting audits and examinations, of any books, 
documents, popora, and records of the recipients that are pertinent to die financial aaaiatanco 
recoived under this chapter; and

( 6 )  provide for public hearings regarding tho contents of tho p lan  during both tha formulation and 
roviow of tho plan.

(n ) Tho plan shall establish a method for tho periodic evaluation of tho effectiveness of *ho plan in 
mooting tho objectives established in subsection (d), including evaluation of satisfaction by individuals 
with disabilities.

Soc . 7 0 5 . S ta tew id e  In d op ond on t L iv ing C ou n c il

la )  T o  be eligible to receive financial assistance under this chapter, each State shall establish a 
Statewide Independent Living Council (referred to in this section as the "Council"). The Council shall 
not be established as an entity within another State agency.

(b ) (1 )  Members of tho Council shall be appointed by the Governor or the appropriate entity within the 
Stato responsible for making appointments, within 90 days after the date of enactment of the 
Rehabilitation Act Amendments of 1992. The oppointing authority shall select mambors after soliciting 
recommendations from representatives of organizations representing a broad range of individuals with 
disabilities and organizations interested in individuals with disabilities.

12) Tha Council shall include *

(A ) at least one director of a center for independent living chosen by tho directors of centers 
for independent living within tho Slate; and

(B ) aa ex offido, nonvoting mombors *

l i ) a representative from tha designated State unit; and

1 0 0



(ii) raprnsontativos from other State agencies that provide services for individuals with 
disabilities.

(3 )  The Council may include -

(A) other representatives from centers for independent living;

(B) parents and guardians of individuals with disabilities;

(C l advocates of and for individuals with disabilities;

(D I representatives from privoto businesses;

(E ) representatives from organizations that provide services for individuals with disabilities; 
and

(F I other appropriate individuals.

(41  The Council shall be composed of members *

IA I who provide statewide representation;

(Bl who roprosent a broad range of individuals with disabilities;

(Cl who aro knowledgeable about centers for independent living and independent living 
services; and

(D ) a majority of whom aro persons who are *

(i) individuals with disabilities described in section 7(8)(B); arid (ii) not employed by any 
State agency or cantor for independent living.

(5I(AI Except as provided in subparagraph (B). tha Council shall elect a chairperson from among 
tho membership of the Council.

(Bl In States in which tha Governor does not have veto power pursuant to State law, the 
Governor shall designate a member of the Council to serve os tho chairperson of the Council 
or shall require the Council to so designate such a member.

(61 (A ) Each member of the Council shell serve for a term of 3 years, except that •

(i) a member appointed to fill a vacancy occurring prior to the expiration of the term for 
which the predecessor was appointed, shall bo appointed forth*, remainder of such term; 
and

‘ (ii! tho terms of service of tho members initially appointed shall be (as specified by the 
appointing authority) for such fewer number of years as will provide for the expiration 
of terms on a staggered basis.

IB ) N o  membor of tho Co unci may servo more than two consecutive full terms.

(71  Any vacancy occurring in the membership of the Council shall be filtod in tho same manner as

1 0 1



tho originnJ appointment. Tho vacancy shall not affect tho power of tho remaining members to 
axocuto tha duties of tho Council.

(c ) Tho Council shall -

(1 )  jointly develop and submit (in conjunction with tha designated State agoncyl tho State plan 
required in section 704;

(7.) monitor, review, and avoluoto tha im"lamontntion of tho State nlon:

13) coordinate activities with the State Rehabilitation Advisory Council established undor soction 
105 and councils that oddress tho needs of specific disability populations and issues under other 
Fedoral law;

( 4 )  ensure that all rogularly scheduled meetings of tho Council are open to the public and sufficient 
advance notice is provided; and

15) submit to tho Commissioner such poriodic reports os the Commissioner may reasonably 
request, and keep such records, and afford such access to such records, as the Commissioner 
finds necessary to verify such reports.

(d ) The Council is authorized to hold such hearings and forums as tho Council may dotermina to bo 
nocossary to carry out the dutias of the Council.

(e ) (1 )  Tho Council shall prepare, in conjunction with tho designated State unit, a plan for tho provision 
of such rosourcas, including such staff and personnel, os may ba necessary to cany out tho functions 
of the Council under this section, with funds made availablo under this chapter and part C of title I and 
from other public and private sources, i no resource plan shell, to the maximum extent possible, rely 
on the use of resourcos in existenco dunng the period o+ implementation of tho plan.

( 2 )  Each Council shall, consistent with State law. supervise and evaluate such staff and other 
personnel as may bo necessary to carry out tha functions of tho Council under this soction.

( 3 )  While assisting tha Council in canying out its duties, staff and other personnel shall not bo 
assigned duties by tha designated State agency or any other agency or office of tha State, that 
would create a conflict of interest.

( f )  The Council may use such rosourcas to reimburse members of tha Council for reasonable and 
necessary expenses of attending Council meetings and performing Council dutias (including child cara 
and personal assistance services), and to pay compensation to a member of the Council, if such 
member is not employed or must forfeit wages from other employment, for each day the member is 
engaged in performing Council duties.

(g ) To the extent that a State has established a Council before September 30, 1992. that is 
comparable to tho Council descnbed in this section, such Council shall be considered to be in 
compliance with this section. Within 1 year after tha date of enactment of the »habilitation Act 
Amendments of 1992. such State shJl establish a Council that complies in full with this section.

Sec. 7 0 6 . R e sp on s ib ilit ie s  o f  the  C om m iss ion e r

(a ) (1 )  Tho Commissioner shall approve any State plan submitted under section 704 that tho 
Commissioner determines meats tha requirements cf section 704. and shall disapprove any such plan
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