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March 6. 1995

The Honorable Dnic Pearce 
President of the Senate 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear President Pearce:

Under the authority of an. III. see. 18. of the Alaska Constitution. 1 am transmitting a bill 
relating to the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act and the icpeal of the Uniform 
Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act.

The bill would repeal the laws currently found in AS 25 25. the Uniform Reciprocal 
Enfoiccment of Support Act (URESA). and replace them with a new Uniform Act. the 
Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA). with minor modifications. The bill also 
has the effect of amending Alaska Rules of Civil Procedure 79 and 82. and Alaska Rule 
of Administration 9 sees. 6 and 7 of the bill. Under ait. IV. see. 15. of the Alaska 
Constitution, the legislature may change a court rule governing "piacticc and procedure.’’ 
Although the bill has the effect of amending a court rule relating to filing fees that is 
designated as an "administrative" rule. I believe that the rule affects individuals' 
substantive rights icgarding access to our justice system and. therefore, la one that the 
legislature is authorized to change. Additionally, the provision that has the effect of 
amending the administrative rule is an integral pan of UIFSA.

The Uniform Interstate Family Support Act was dialled to update URESA. The bill, like 
URESA. applies to those actions relating to the establishment, modification, and 
enforcement of support orders and the determination of parentage in suuations in which 
the parties reside in rnoic than one state

A major fcatuie of UIFSA is that it does not require i capacity of laws between states in 
order to take action under its provisions. In order to ease the transition between URESA 
and UIFSA. the bill recognizes substantially similar state laws as equivalent to UIFSA (or
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puiposcs o f interstate actions. Jkc proposed AS 25 .25 .101 (7 ) and (16 ) in see. 1 o f the 
bill. The bill also contains its own long-arm jurisdiction provision providing the home 
state o f a supported family the maximum possible opportunity to secure personal 
jurisdiction over an absent parent.

The bill promotes, to the extent possible, the premise o f continuing exclusive jurisdiction 
over support orders. Under the law as it exists under URESA . multiple orders fo r child 
support often result. U IFSA  seeks to limit the existence o f multiple support orders by 
limiting the circumstances under which subsequent support orders may be entered in 
states other than the initiating state.

The bill also lecognizcs the growing use o f administrative procedures in addition to o r in 
place o f jud icia l proceedings in the establishment o f paternity and the establishment and 
enforcement o f support orders.

U IFSA  was prepared by the National Conference o f Commissioners on Uniform State 
Laws, which has approved and recommended it for enactment in all the states. Although 
it was first adopted by that conference in the summer o f 1992. it has already been enacted 
in 2 1 states. There aie indications that it w ill be introduced in as many as eight states this 
year It has been endorsed by the United States Commission on Interstate Child Support, 
the American Bar Association, and the Conference o f Chief Justices, and the b ill has the 
support o f Alaska's child support enforcement agency. Additional information from the 
National Conference o f Commissioners on Uniform State Laws is available from my 
staff

I urge your prompt consideration and passage o f this bill.

Sincerely.
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R e :  S B  1 1 5  A m e n d m e n t

D e a r  S e n a t o r  G r e e n :

I a m  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  w h o  w a s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  d r a f t i n g  t h e  
U n i f o r m  I n t e r s t a t e  F a m i l y  S u p p o r t  A c t  i n t r o d u c e d  a s  S e n a t e  B i l l  1 1 5  ( a n d  H o u s e  B i l l  
2 4 2 ) ,  I n  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  b i l l ,  w e  h a v e  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  it w o u l d  o e  p r e f e r a b l e  t o  a l l o w  t h e  
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a m e n d  i t s  o w n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r u l e s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  a v o i d  
a n y  p o t e n t i a l  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  p o w e r s  i s s u e .  T h e r e f o r e  w e  r e c o m m e n d  d e l e t i n g  t h e  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  A l a s k a  R u l e  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  9  i n  t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  a n d  d e l e t i n g  s e c .  6  o f  
t h e  b i l l  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y .  T h e  c h a n g e  a l s o  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  c o n f o r m i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  i n  s e c .  8  
o f  t h e  b i l l  a n d  t h e  r e n u m b e r i n g  o f  b i l l  s e c t i o n s .

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e  i f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h i s  p r o p o s e d
a m e n d m e n t .

S i n c e r e l y ,

B R U C E  B O T E L H O  
A T T O R N E Y  G E N E R A L

By:1"/  ftjri ____
M a r i l y n  ,^ / t a y  J  
A s s i s t a n t  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l

M M - . b l d

c c :  B r u c e  M .  B o t e l h o ,  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l
K a r e n  P e r d u e .  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  
W i l s o n  C o n d o n ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R e v e n u e  
P a t  P o u r c h o t ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  
D e b o r a h  B e h r .  A s s i s t a n t  M t o r n e v  G e n e

OFFICE OF THE A TTORNEY GENERAL 

M a r c h  2 1 ,  1 9 9 5

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  L y d a  G r e e n

DEPARTMENT OF LAW

m  2 2 1295



TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

STATE OFFICE BUILDING 
P O  BOX 110410 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 993110410

A p r i l  7 .  1 9 9 5

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  L y d a  G r e e n .  C h a i r  
S e n a t e  H E S S
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e ,  R o o m  4 2 3  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u .  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

r e :  S B 1 1 5  a n d  S B 1 1 6

D e a r  S e n a t o r  G r e e n :

E n c l o s e d  p l e a s e  f i n d  i n f o r m a t i o n ' : !  ’ b u l l e t s "  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  S B  1 1 6  r e l a t e d  t o  
p a t e r n i t y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  a n d  S B  1 1 5  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  U n i f o r m  I n t e r s t a t e  F a m i l y  S u p p o r t  
A c t  ( U I F S A ) .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  b e i n g  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  h o p e s  t h a t  it  m i g h t  c l a r i f y  h o w  
t h e s e  t w o  b i l l s  w i l l  e n h a n c e  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  e n f o r c e m e n t  w i t h i n  t h i s  S t a t e  a n d  i n  c o ­
o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e i  s t a t e s  w h i c h  h a v e  i m p l e m e n t e d  U I F S A .

I f  y o u  d e s i r e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  G l e n d a  S t r a u b e .  D i r e c t o r .  
C h i l d  S u p p o r t  E n f o r c e m e n t  D i v i s i o n  a t  ( 9 0 7 )  2 6 9 * 6 8 0 1 .

S i n c e r e l y , i

L e g i s l a t i v e  L i a i s o n  
D e p a r t m e n t  O f  R e v e n u e

E n c l o s u r e

c c :  G l e n d a  S t r a u b e ,  D i r e c t o r .  C h i l d  S u p p o r t  E n f o r c e m e n t  D i v i s i o n

fTCVt

APR 1 0 1995
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M a r c h  8, 1995

H o n o r a b l e  L y d a  Green, C h a i r  

S e n a t e  H E S S  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  R o o m  123 
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99801

On b e h a l f  of tho U n i f o r m  Lav/ C o m m i s s i o n e r s  for A l a s k a ,  I
w i s h  to request that SB 115 (an Act e n a c t i n g  the U n i f o r m  I n t e r s t a t e  

Fa m i l y  S u p p o r t  Act) b e  sched u l e d  for an e a r l y  h e a r i n g .  T h e  b i l l  is 
i m p o r t a n t  for k e e p i n g  our lav/s r e l a t i n g  to e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a n d  
e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  o b l i g a t i o n s  u n i f o r m  a c r o s s  s t a t e  
lines. Ple a s e  no t e  that the U n i f o r m  I n t e r s t a t e  F a m i l y  S u p p o r t  Act 
h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  e n a c t e d  b y  m a n y  states.

If y o u  n e e d  a d d i t i o n a l  information, : et mo know.

E n c l o s e d  is a c o p y  o f  the g o v e r n o r ' s  t r a n s m i t t a l  letter, w h i c h  
e x p l a i n s  t h e  b i l l  in m o r e  detail.

R e : nB 1 1 5

D e a r  S e n a t o r  G r e e n

S i n c e r e l y

B R U C E  M. B O T E L H O  
A T T O R N E Y  G E N E R A L

By

D e b o r a h  E. B o h r  

A s s i s t a n t  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l

D E B : r l

MAR 0.9 1995



Hon. L y d a  Green, C h a i r  
S e n a t e  HF.SS

M a rc h  9 ,  1 9 9 5
P a g e  2

cc: A l l  A l a s k a  U n i f o r m  Lav; C o m m i s s i o n e r s

Pat Pourchot, L e g i s l a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  
O f f i c e  o f  the G o v e r n o r

B o b  Bar a t k o ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  L i a i s o n  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R e v e n u e

E l m e r  L i n d s t r o m ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  L i a i s o n  
D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s



State of A la sk a  
x r i l D V L c L s x x i ^ r i

A  Legislative Service Agency

April 5, 1995

The Honorable Lyda Green, Chairman 
Senate Committee on Health, Education & Social Services 
Alaska Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 423 
Juneau, Alaska 99 811

Re: Senate Bill 115 - Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (U IFSA)
Dear Chairman Green:

The Office o f the Ombudsman supports legislation to enact the Uniform Interstate 
Family Support Act (UIFSA). Two bills currently before the legislature, Senate Bill 115 
and House Bill 242, as introduced, would accomplish that objective. Senate Bill 115 is 
scheduled for consideration by the Senate Health, Education & Social Services Committee 
at a hearing Wednesday, April 12, 1995

The National Conference o f  Commissioners on Uniform State Laws drafted 
UIFSA to update the Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement o f  Support Act (URESA) UIFSA 
would allow Alaska maximum flexibility in securing personal jurisdiction over an absent 
parent and would apply to all actions relating to establishment, modification and 
enforcement o f  support orders and the determination o f  parentage in cases in whiph the 
parties reside in different states. This simplified process could mean more money for 
Alaskan parents to raise their children.

Enactment o f  UIFSA would assist many who have sought the Ombudsman’s help 
with the Alaska Child Support Enforcement Division (CSED) In Fiscal Year 1994 and 
FY 1995, to date, the Ombudsman has assisted 1661 individuals with complaints against 
CSED. many o f  whom were custodial parents who depend upon CSED to collect child 
support from an out-of-state parent A large number o f those complaints came from 
single parents concerned about the slow pace o f  case establishment and child support 
collection. Enactment o f  UIFSA would streamline the establishment process which 
should, in turn, prompt speedier collections.

Both the state and custodial parents would benefit from enactment o f  UIFSA: the 
State o f  Alaska, because it could collect public assistance debts from absent parents, and 
custodial parents, because easier collection means money to raise their children Perhaps 
more important, increased collections may help reduce the number o f  custodial parents 
forced to go on public assistance when there is no other source o f  support

□  P.O. Box 102630 

Anchorage, AK 99510-2636 

(907) 269-5290

(800) 478-2624 

(FAX) 269-5291

a  P.O. Box 113000

Juneau. AK 99811-3000 

(907) 465-4970 

(800) 478-4970 

(FAX) 465-3330

□  P.O. Box 74358 

Fairbanks, AK 99707-4358 

(907) 451-2880

(800) 478-3257 

(FAX) 451-2957

Reply to:

APR 0 5 1995



Senator Lyda Green -2- A p r i l 5, 1995

Your favoiable consideration o f legislation that would codify UIFSA into Alaska 
law this session is strongly recommended. Please feel free to call me at <165-4970 if my 
staff and I can be o f  further assistance.

cc: The Honorable Tony Knowles, Governor o f Alaska 
Att’n: Pat Pourchot, Legislative Director 

Bruce M Bothclo, Esq., Attorney General 
Wilson L. Condon, Esq., Commissioner, Department o f Revenue 
Glenda Straube, Director, Child Support Enforcement Division, Department o f 

Revenue
Marilyn May, Esq., Assistant Attorney General, Department o f  Law, Anchorage 
Deborah Bchr, Esq., Assistant Attorney General, Legislation/Regulations,

Department o f  Law, Juneau; and, Commissioner tor Alaska, National Conference 
o f  Commissioners on Uniform State Laws 

Arthur H. Peterson, Esq., Commissioner for Alaska, National Conference o f 
Commissioners on Uniform State Laws

N WRK OMOSIlARE SCII1HFSALTI

STUART C. HALL 
Ombudsman

APR 0 5 1995
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M a r c h  10, 1995

Hon. Ly d a  Green, C h a i r  
S e n a t e  Health, E d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  

S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
R o o m  423, S t a t e  C a p i t o l
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  HAND-DELIVERED

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Green:

S B  115 h a s  b e e n  r e f e r r e d  to y o u r  c o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  I r e q u e s t  that 
y o u  s c h e d u l e  a n  e a r l y  h e a r i n g  on it. I u r g e  a "Do P ass" report.

T h i s  bill proposer, the U n i f o r m  I n t e r s t a t e  F a m i l y  s u p p o r t  Act 
(UIFSA), w h i c h  is a p r o d u c t  of the N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  of 
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  on U n i f o r m  S t a t e  Laws ( N C C U S L ) . It w a s  p r o m u l g a t e d  
in 1992 for the p u r p o s e  of u p d a t i n g  a n d  r e p l a c i n g  t h o  U n i f o r m  
R e c i p r o c a l  E n f o r c e m e n t  of S u p p o r t  A c t  (URESA) —  a l s o  a N C C U S L  
p r o d u c t .

All 50 s t a t e s  p l u s  the D i s t r i c t  of Colum b i a ,  P u e r t o  Rico, and 
th e  U. S. V i r g i n  I s l a n d s  e n a c t e d  URESA. A l r e a d y ,  at l east 21 of 
t h o s e  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  h a v e  r e p e a l e d  it a n d  e n a c t e d  UIFSA.

E v e n t u a l l y ,  for the p r o t e c t i o n  of its people, e s p e c i a l l y  its 
c h i l d r e n ,  A l a s k a  will h a v e  to e n a c t  UIFSA. W e  g a i n  n o t h i n g  by 
d e l a y .

T h e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  s i n g l e  p o i n t  of this bill is its v i r t u a l  
e l i m i n a t i o n  of the p o s s i b i l i t y  of m u l t i - s t a t e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  and 
c o n f l i c t i n g  s u p p o r t  o r d e r s .  T h a t  c u r r e n t  flaw in U R E S A  h a s  be e n  
the b a n e  of bo t h  o b l i g e e s  a n d  o b l i g o r s ,  as well a s  of tho s t a t e  
a g e n c i e s  and c o u r t s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  o l d  Act. T h o  
e x p e c t e d  r e s u l t  of the n e w  A c t  is a s y s t e m  th a t  is m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  
a n d  c h e a p e r  to op e r a t e ,  a n d  m o r e  e a s i l y  u n d e r s t o o d  and f a i r e r  to 
t h e  p a r t i e s  i n v o l v e d  in the process, th u s  p r o d u c i n g  a m u c h  h i g h e r  
level of m e e t i n g  fam i l y  s u p p o r t  o b l i g a t i o n s .

U I F S A  a d d r e s s e s  o t h e r  U R E S A  p r o b l e m s  too, g e n e r a l l y  u p d a t i n g  
a n d  i m p r o v i n g  the law. For e x ample, it a d a p t s  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l

Re: S B  115, U n i f o r m  I n t e r s t a t e  F a m i l y  S u p p o r t  Act

MAR 13 1995



Lyda G r e e n ,  Chair, S e n a t e  H E S S  Com. 
U n i f o r m  I n t e r s t a t e  F a m i l y  S u p p o r t  A c t  
M a r c h  10, 1995

P a g e  2

" l o n g  ar m "  j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o n c e p t  to t h i s  f a m i l y  s u p p o r t  c o n t e x t .

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h i s  bill a n d  t h i s  
re q u e s t .

Let m e  k n o w  if you w a n t  a d d i t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l  on UIFSA.

cc: Hon. W i l s o n  C o n d o n ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r
D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v e n u e

Hon. K a r e n  Perdue, C o m m i s s i o n e r  
D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  S. S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

P a t r i c k  P o u r c h o t ,  Legis. D i r e c t o r  
G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e

R e s t  of A l a s k a ' s  U L C  D e l e g a t i o n :
Hon. J a y  A. R a b i n o w i t z  
W. G r a n t  C a l l o w ,  Esq. 
T a m a r a  B r a n d t  Cook, Esq. 
L. S. Kurtz, Jr., Esq. 
D e b o r a h  E. Behr, Esq.

Y o u r s  t r u l y

Al
U n i f o r m  L a w  C o m m i s s i o n e r  

for A l a s k a

MAR 13 1.995



Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA)
MB 242-SB  115

U I F S A  p r o v i d e s  i m p r o v e d  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g ,  m o d i f y i n g  a n d  e n f o r c i n g  c h i l d  
s u p p o r t  o r d e r s  w h e r e  t h e  o b l i g o r  a n d  t h e  o b l i g e e  r e s i d e  i n  d i f f e r e n t  s t a t e s .  I n t e r s t a t e  
c a s e s  r e p r e s e n t  a b o u t  ' 1 4 %  o f  A l a s k a ' s  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  c a s e l o a d .  U I F S A  h a s  a l r e a d y  
b e e n  e n a c t e d  b y  a t  l e a s t  2 1  s t a t e s  a n d  m a y  s o o n  b e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  c o n t i n u e d  f e d e r a l  
f u n d i n g .

T h i s  b i l l  p r o m o t e s  e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  m i n i m i z e s  c o n f u s i o n ,  a n d  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  r e s u l t  i n  
a d d i t i o n a l  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  c o l l e c t i o n s .  U I F S A :

•  E l i m i n a t e s  t h e  m u l t i p l e - o r d e r  s y s t e m  e x i s t i n g  u n d e r  c u r r e n t  l a v / ,  w h e r e b y  i w o  
o r  m o r e  s t a t e s  m a y  e a c h  e s t a b l i s h  a n d  e n f o r c e  d i f f e r e n t  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  
j u d g m e n t s .  U I F S A  i n s t e a d  p r o v i d e s  f o r  o n e  s t a t e  t o  h a v e  " c o n t i n u i n g ,  e x c l u s i v e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n "  a n d  s e t s  o u t  t h e  m e a n s  f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  w h i c h  s t a t e  h a s  t h a t  
j u r i s d i c t i o n .

•  R e c o g n i z e s  t h e  s p e e d  a n d  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a c t i o n  b y  a l l o w i n g  t h e  
s u p p o r t  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  p a t e r n i t y  a n d  t o  e s t a b l i s h ,  m o d i f y  o r  
e n f o r c e  a  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  o r d e r  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  a  c o u r t .

•  P r o v i d e s  b r o a d  l o n g  a r m  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  r e a c h  o u t - c f - s t a t e  o b l i g o r s  t o  a l l o w  t h e  
f o r u m  s t a t e  t o  o b t a i n  a s  m u c h  j u r i s d i c t i o n  a s  i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  p e r m i s s a b l e .

•  P r o m o t e s  e f f i c i e n c y  b y  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  u s e  o f  f e d e r a l  f o r m s  i n  a l l  i n t e r s t a t e  c a s e s :  
e x c h a n g e  o f  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h r o u g h  a n  i n t e r s t a t e  c o m p u t e r  n e t w o r k ;  
t a k i n g  o f  t e s t i m o n y  b y  t e l e p h o n e ;  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  d o c u m e n t a r y  
e v i d e n c e ;  a n d  s p e c i a l  e v i d e n t i a r y  r u l e s  t o  s p e e d  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  e v i d e n c e  i n  
s u p p o r t  c a s e s .

•  A l l o w s  d i r e c t  i n c o m e  w i t h h o l d i n g  - -  a  s u p p o r t  o r d e r  m a y  b e  m a i l e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  
a n  o b l i g o r ' s  e m p l o y e r  i n  a n o t h e r  s t a t e ,  r e q u i r i n g  i m m e d i a t e  w a g e  w i t h h o l d i n g ,  
w i t h o u t  f i r s t  h a v i n g  a  s u p p o r t  h e a r i n g  i n  t h a t  s t a t e  ( t h o  o b l i g o r  h a s  ’ h o  r i g h t  t o  
o b j e c t  a n d  r e q u e s t  a  h e a r i n g ) .

U I F S A  r e p r e s e n t s  a  d r a m a t i c  i m p r o v e m e n t  o v e r  t h e  s o m e t i m e s  h a p h a z a r d  o r  e v e n  
c h a o t i c  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  o r d e r s  u n d e r  A l a s k a ' s  c u r r e n t  
i n t e r s t a t e  s u p p o r t  l a w ,  t h e  U n i f o r m  R e c i p r o c a l  E n f o r c e m e n t  o f  S u p p o r t  A c t  ( U R E S A ) .  
T i r e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  t h o  m u l t i p l e - o r d e r  s c e n a r i o  a l o n e  j u s t i f i e s  p a s s a g e  o f  U I F S A ;  t h a t  
a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  m a n y  o t h e r  b e n e f i t s  s h o u l d  a s s u r e  w i d e s p r e a d  s u p p o r t  a m o n g  b o t h  
o b l i g e e s  a n d  o b l i g o r s .
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TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

PLEASE REPLY TO
( I  1031 WEST4JH AYENUE SUl TE :>00 ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 90501 IVhl 

PHONE (907)269-5100 
FAX (907)276-3697

r i  KEY DANK BUILDING100 CUSHMAN ST. SUITE -100 FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701-4679 
PHONE (907)451-2611 FAX (907)451-2846

Cl P.O BOX 110300-DIMONDC O U R T H O U S E  JUNEAU. ALASKA 09011 0300 PHONE (907)465-3600 FAX (907)4656735
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e
C h a i r m a n ,  S e n a t e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
P .  O .  B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

R e :  S B  1 1 5  A m e n d m e n t

D e a r  S e n a t o r  G r e e n :

I a m  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  w h o  w a s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  d r a f t i n g  t h e  
U n i f o r m  I n t e r s t a t e  F a m i l y  S u p p o r t  A c t  i n t r o d u c e d  a s  S e n a t e  B i l l  1 1 5  ( a n d  H o u s e  B i l l  
2 4 2 ) .  I n  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  b i l l ,  w e  h a v e  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  it w o u l d  b e  p r e f e r a b l e  t o  a l l o w  t h e  
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a m e n d  i t s  o w n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r u l e s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  a v o i d  
a n y  p o t e n t i a l  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  p o w e r s  i s s u e .  T h e r e f o r e  w e  r e c o m m e n d  d e l e t i n g  t h e  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  A l a s k a  R u l e  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  9  i n  t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  a n d  d e l e t i n g  s e c .  6  o f  
t h e  b i l l  i n  i ts  e n t i r e t y .  T h e  c h a n g e  a l s o  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  c o n f o r m i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  i n  s e c .  8  
o f  t h e  b i l l  a n d  t h e  r e n u m b e r i n g  o f  b i l l  s e c t i o n s .

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e  i f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h i s  p r o p o s e d
a m e n d m e n t .

S i n c e r e l y ,

B R U C E  B O T E L H O  
A T T O R N E Y  G E N E R A L

Bv:1" /  } {LL-uJjj-i Zf) Ult/____
M a r i l y n  $ 1 a y  J  
A s s i s t a n t  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l

M M : b l d

c c :  B r u c e  M .  B o t e l h o ,  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l
K a r e n  P e r d u e ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  
W i l s o n  C o n d o n ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R e v e n u e  
P a l  P o u r c h o t ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  
D e b o r a h  B e h r ,  A s s i s t a n t  A t t o r n e y  G e n e

( 1 1 1  / \ 1 I \ \  II I n  »
i • M * I \ }' u (; U 1/ 1 •

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  L A W

O FFICt OF THE A TTORNEY GENERAL  

M a r c h  2 1 ,  1 9 9 5

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  L y d a  G r e e n

MAR 2 2 1995
OVCllM



U I F S A  p r o v i d e s  i m p r o v e d  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g ,  m o d i f y i n g  a n d  e n f o r c i n g  c h i l d  
s u p p o r t  o r d e r s  w h e r e  t h e  o b l i g o r  a n d  t h e  o b l i g e e  r e s i d e  i r  d i f f e r e n t  s t a t e s ,  i n t e r s t a t e  
c a s e s  r e p r e s e n t  a b o u t  4 4 %  o f  . A l a s k a ' s  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  c a s e l o a d .  U I F S A  h a s  a l r e a d y  
b e e n  e n a c t e d  b y  a t  l e a s t  2 1  s t a t e s  a n d  m a y  s o o n  b e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  c o n t i n u e d  f e d e r a l  
f u n d i n g .

T h i s  b i l l  p r o m o t e s  e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  m i n i m i z e s  c o n f u s i o n ,  a n d  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  r e s u l t  i n  
a d d i t i o n a l  c l i i l d  s u p p o r t  c o l l e c t i o n s .  U I F S A :

•  E l i m i n a t e s  t h e  m u l t i p l e - o r d e r  s y s t e m  e x i s t i n g  u n d e r  c u r r e n t  l a v / ,  w h e r e b y  t w o  
o r  m o r e  s t a t e s  m a y  e a c h  e s t a b l i s h  a n d  e n f o r c e  d i f f e r e n t  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  
j u d g m e n t s .  U I F S A  i n s t e a d  p r o v i d e s  f o r  o n e  s t a t e  t o  h a v e  ‘ c o n t i n u i n g ,  e x c l u s i v e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n "  a n d  s e t s  o u t  t h e  m e a n s  f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  w h i c h  s t a t e  h a s  t h a t  
j u r i s d i c t i o n .

•  R e c o g n i z e s  t h e  s p e e d  a n d  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a c t i o n  b y  a l l o w i n g  t h e  
s u p p o r t  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  p a t e r n i t y  a n d  t o  e s t a b l i s h ,  m o d i f y  o r  
e n f o r c e  a  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  o r d e r  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  a  c o u r t .

•  P r o v i d e s  b r o a d  l o n g  a r m  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  r e a c h  o u t - o f - s t a t e  o b l i g o r s  t o  a l l c w  t h e  
f o r u m  s t a t e  t o  o b t a i n  a s  m u c h  j u r i s d i c t i o n  a s  i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  p e r m i s s c b i e .

•  P r o m o t e s  e f f i c i e n c y  b y  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  u s e  o f  f e d e r a l  f o r m s  i n  a l l  i n t e r s t a t e  c a s e s ;  
e x c h a n g e  o f  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h r o u g h  a n  i n t e r s t a t e  c o m p u t e r  n e t w o r k ;  
t a k i n g  o f  t e s t i m o n y  b y  t e l e p h o n e ;  e l e c t r o n i c  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  d o c u m e n t a r y  
e v i d e n c e ;  a n d  s p e c i a l  e v i d e n t i a r y  r u l e s  t o  s p e e d  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  e v i d e n c e  i n  
s u p p o r t  c a s e s .

•  A l l o w s  d i r e c t  i n c o m e  w i t h h o l d i n g  -  a  s u p p o r t  o r d e r  m a y  b e  m a i l e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  
a n  o b l i g o r  s  e m p l o y e r  i n  a n o t h e r  s t a t e ,  r e q u i r i n g  i m m e d i a t e  w a g e  w i t l i h c i d i n g ,  
w i t h o u t  f i r s t  h a v i n g  a  s u p p o r t  h e a r i n g  i n  t h a t  s t a t e  ( t h e  o b l i g o r  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  
o b j e c t  a n d  r e q u e s t  a  h e a r i n g ) .

U IFSA  r e p r e s e n t s  a  d r a m a t ic  im p ro v e m e n t o v e r  th e  s o m e t im e s  h a p h a z a r d  o r  e v e n  
c h a o t ic  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  s u r ro u n d in g  c h ild  s u p p o r t  o r d e r s  u n d e r  A lcsk crs  c u r r e n t  
i n te r s t a te  s u p p o r t  law , th e  U n ifo rm  R e c ip ro c a l  E n fo rc e m e n t of S u p p o r t  A c t (URESA). 
T h e  e lim in a tio n  of th e  m u ltip le -o rd e r  s c e n a r io  a lo n e  ju stifies  p a s s a g e  of U IF S A  th a t  
a lo n g  w ith  th e  m a n y  o th e r  b e n e f i ts  s h o u ld  a s s u r e  w id e s p r e a d  s u p p o r t  a m o n g  b o th  
o b l ig e e s  a n d  o b iig o rs .

Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA)
HB 242-SB  115
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FISCAL N O TE
No, V

STATE OF ALASKA
1995 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Rovwon Dato 
two

BILL N Ml Version: 5 $  / / 5

(S) Publish Dale:
Or.pl. Affoctod H ealth  and So c ia l Serv ices

Uniform Inleralale Familr Support Acl _b r u ;
_Componom.

Assistance P»|menla
a p o c

Sponsor R u l e s

Roquestor: (Jovcrnor COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 220

Expondituros/Rovonuos: ^Jhousanoa ol Dollars)
O PERATIN G FY96 FY97 FY98 FY99 FYOO FY01
PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 0.0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0
TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0.0 0 0 0.0 0.0
CONTRACTUAL 0 0 0 0 0.0 0 0 0.0 0 0
SUPPLIES 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0
EOUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
LAND S STRUCTURES 0 0 0.0 0 0 0.0 0 0 0.0
GRANTS, CLAIMS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 0 0 od

MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL O PERATIN G 0 .0 0 .0 . 0 .0 0.0 0.0 0.0

C A P ITA L EXPEN D ITU R ES 0.0 0.0 0 .0 0 0 0.0 0 .0

C H A N G ES IN R EV EN U ES 0 o i 0 0 0 0

FUND SO U R C E (Thousands ol Ooilam
1003 Fedoral Rocoipn 0 0 0 0 ! 0.0 0.0 001 0.0

; <003 OF Maicn (170 0) (340.0)1 (340.0) (340 0) {340 0)1 __{340 0)1
100* OF oo 0 01 0.0 0 0 00 1 0.0

; lOOSQF/Pfogram R*e*pi* 170 0 34001 340.0! 340 0 340 0 340.0
lOOflOF/MMTIA 0 0 0 0 1 0 0  1 0 0 0 01 0 0 J
Otfier 0 0 001 0 0 001

Od 0.01
TO TAL 0.0 0.0 1 0.0 0.0 0 .0  1 0.0

PO SIT IO N S:
1 FULL-TIME 0 1 o l 01 01 o l 01

PART-TIME 0 I Ol Oi 01 01 Ol
TEMPORARY 0 ' 01 ol 0! o f 01

NONEEstlmato ot any current yoar (FY05) coat: S

■ ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page it necessary)

The Child Support Enforcement Division projocts increased collections on behalf of AFDC children to result from this legislation. 
This analysts is based on CSED's projections in thetr fiscal note on this legislation.

Fifty percent of cMd support collected on behalf of AFDC children is retained by the stato. Those revonues are transferred as 
GF Program Receipts to the AFDC component of tho Assistance Paymonts BRU. These GF Program Receipts are used in piaco 
of GF Match funds.

P'aojim 6y 
Ovttton

ft IB NarOhind. Dirrtmr Ptv.ttaiyotrul'J.c Ai^ii
App rovM C y Co n  K l i r n f r r Jar  _______ __________
Afiancy D a ra iln r f il ol llaa llh  A Social Sarvxai

Date:

Date
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STATE OF ALASKA
1995 LEGISLATIVE SESSION FISCAL NOTE

No.

Bill Version:_
l.Sf Publish |);ne:

3/3/95Revision D a te _________________________________________
Title An Act relating to the establishment,

modification, and enforcement of
support orders..._____________________

Sponsor: Governor_____________________

Dept. Affected: Community & Regional Affairs
8RU: none_______________________________
Component none_______________________________

Requestor: Governor

Expenditures/Revenues:

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

(Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

REVENUE FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipls
1003 GF Malch
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1006 GF/MHTIA
Other
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of current (FY94) impact S none

a n a l y s i s , iAttach a separate pago it necessary )

There is no fiscal impact on DCRA from this bill.

Prepared by Remond Hondorson. Director O & m & ld / h r i/ t lM b V l Phone: 465-4706
Division: Division of Administrative Services Dato. 3/3/95

Approved by Commissioner iaJ L ^ Dato: 3/3/95

Agency Community & Regional Affairs
PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

For further distribution information call iho Governor's Legislative Office
Page 1 of 1
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STA a x, OF ALASKA ’ ’ ~~ /  / / T
1995 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 1,1 Vm,<m: --------

IS) Publish Date: 3/7/tt
Revision Dale: ___________________________________  Department Affectod: Revenue____________ __________

FISCAL NOTE r,o ^

Title: Uniform Interstate Support Act (UIFSA)____________________  BRU: Child Support Enforcement Division________
_______________________________________________________________________ Component: Child Support Enforcement Division
Sponsor: Rules ____________________________________________  ________________________________________________________
Requestor: Governor_________________________________________________ COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 111

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01
PERSONAL SERV ICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

I

TOTAL OPERATING 00 00 00 0.0 00 00

I CAPITAL EXPENDITURES I oo 00 I 00 I 0.0 0.0 I 00

CHANGE IN REVENUES i ) 1700 1 3400 1 340 0 1 3400 1 340*0 1 „349.0

FUND SOURCE:__________________________________________________ iThousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts 
1C03 G F Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1006 GF/MHTIA 
OTHER

.TOTAL 0 0 . . 9,9 9,9 0.0 9 9 9.9
Estimate of any current year (FY 95) cost: S 0.0 
POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

1.........................

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page il necessary.)

UIFSA applies to those actions relating to establishment, modification, and enforcement of support orders and the determining of parentage in situations where the parties reside in more than one state. The passage of this hill will improve service to case parties involved in interstate enforcement of child support orders by clarifying which state has jurisdiction It authorizes the movement to a one order system for child support obligations that is honored by all states which pass UIFSA. UIFSA reduces agency response time in some areas in an elToit to provide support collections sooner. AFDC collections will be increased by $680,000 per year of which the state retains 50% or $3-10,000. Since the effective date of the legislation in January, 1996 it would provide only $170,000 for that fiscal year.
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A N A LY S IS : (A tta c h  a sep a ra te  page d  n ecessa ry !
This bill repeals the Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act lU RESA), undot AS 2 5 .2 5 . and 

replaces it with a now uniform Act known as tho Uniform Intorjtate Family Support Act (U IFSA ). First adopted 

bv the National Conference of Commissione's on Uniform Sta le  Law s in 1992. the new Act has already been 
enoctod by 21 statos, and it may bo introduced in as many as eight states this year, including Alaska.

Tho Uniform Interstate Family Support Act .vas drafted to update U SERA . U IFSA , like USERA, applies to 
those actions rotating to tno establishment, modification, and enforcement of support orders and the 
determination of parontago in situations >n which the parties reside in moro than one stato.

A maior foaturo of U IFSA is that >t does not require reciprocity of lows bctwoon statos in ordor to take 
action under its provisions. Tho new Act also contains its own long-arm lurisdiction provision providing the 
homo state of a supported family the maximum possiblo opportunity to socuro personal |unsidiction over on 
absent parent.

The bill promotes, to tho extern porsiblo. tho prerr.iso of continuing exclusive jurisdiction over support
orders. Unoor thu,law a s  it exists under U RESA . multiple orders for child support often result. U IFSA seeks
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FISCAL NOTE

Ab'ALYSlS.CO!iUNUAllQM:
t o  l i m i t  t h o  o x i s t e n c o  o f  m u l t i p l e  s u p p o r t  o r d e r s  b y  l i r n m n 7  t h o  c i r c u m s t n n c e s  u n d e r  w h i c h  s u b s e q u e n t  s u p p o r t  

o r d e r s  m a y  b e  e n t e r e d  m  s t a t e s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  i n i t i a t i n g  s t a t e .

T h e  b i l l  a l s o  r e c o g n i z e s  t h o  g r o w i n g  u s o  o f  a d m i m s t r n t i v o  p r o c o d u r o s  m  a d d i t i o n  t o  o r  i n  p l a c e  o f  j u d i c i a l  

p r o c e e d i n g s  i n  t h o  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  p a t e r n i t y  a n d  t h o  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a n d  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  s u p p o r t  o r d e r s .

T h o  U n i f o r m  i n t e r s t a t e  F a m i l y  S u p p o r t  A c t  h a s  b e e n  e n d o r s e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  

I n t e r s t a t e  C h i l d  S u p p o r t ,  t h o  A m e r i c a n  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  C o n f e r o n c o  o f  C h i o f  J u s t i c e s .

T h o  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L o w  i s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  c h i l d  s u p p o r t  m a t t e r s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  C h i l d  S u p p o r t  

E n f o r c e m e n t  D i v i s i o n ,  a n d  t h o  d e p a r t m e n t  p r o v i d a s  a l l  o f  t h e  l e g a l  a s s i s t a n c e  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h o  d i v i s i o n .  I t  1 3  

a n t i c i p a t e d  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  h a v e  t o  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  l e g a l  a d v i c e  a n d  g u i d n n c o  t o  t h u  d i v i s i o n  m  

i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  U I F S A  a t  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e  H o w o v o r .  b e c a u s e  t h o  n o w  A c t  p r o v i d e s  s e v e r a l  n e w  

e f f i c i e n c i e s ,  t h i s  a d d i t i o n a l  w o r k  w i l l  b o  e a s i l t y  o f f s e t  b y  t h o s e  e f f i c i e n c i e s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  n o  f i s c a l  i m p a c t  >s 

e x p e c t e d  f o r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w .

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  H IL L  N O .

1995 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

'**• 2 >» .*



State of A laska  
i ^ n . l D ' u . c i s r r i a . i x

A  Legislative Service Agency

April 5, 1995

The Honorable Lyda Green, Chairman 
Senate Committee on Health, Education & Social Services 
Alaska Legislature 
State Capitol. Room -123 
Juneau. Alaska 99811

Re Senate Bill 115 * Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (U IFSA)
Dear Chairman Green:

The Office ct the Ombudsman supports legislation to enact the Uniform Interstate 
Family Support Act (UIFSA). Two bills currently before the legislature. Senate Bill 115 
and House Bill 242. as introduced, would accomplish that objective Senate Bill 115 is 
scheduled for consideration by the Senate Health. Education & Social Services Committee 
at a hearing Wednesday. Apnl 12. 1995

The National Conference o f  Commissioners on Uniform Slate Ljws drafted 
UIFSA to update the Uniform PeciprocaJ Enforcement o f  Support Act (URESA) UIFSA 
would allow .Alaska maximum flexibility in securing personal jurisdiction over an absent 
parent and would apply to all actions relating to establishment, moditlcation and 
enforcement o f  support orders and the determination o f  parentage in cases in whiph the 
parties reside in different states This simplified process could mean more money for 
Alaskan parents to raise their children.

Enactment o f  UIFSA would assist many who have sought the Ombudsman's help 
with the Alaska Child Support Enforcement Division (CSED) In Fiscal Year 1994 and 
FY 1995. to date, the Ombudsman has assisted I6 j I individuals with complaints against\ 
CSED. many o f  whom were custodial parents who depend upon CSED to collect child 
support from an out-of-state parent A large number o f  those complaints came from 
s.nglc parents concerned about the slow pace o f  case establishment and child support 
collection Enactment o f UIFSA would streamline the establishment process which 
should, in turn, prompt speedier collections

Both the state and custodial parents would bcnctit from enactment o f UIFSA: the 
State o f  Alaska, because it could collect public assistance debts from absent parents, and 
custodial parents, because easier collection means mor.cy to raise their children Perhaps 
more important, increased collections may help reduce the number o f  custodial parents 
forced to go on public assistance when there is no other source o f  support

□  P 0  . Bo* 107636 

Ancnorage, AK 39510-7636 

(007) 769-5790

(000) 476-7674 

(FAX) 769-5791

2J s O Bo* 113000

Juneau. AK 96611-3000 

(907) 465-4970 

(600) 476-4970 

(FAX) 465-3330

□  PO  Bo* 74353 

FarfTsanna. AK 99707-4356 

(907) 451-7660

(600) 476-3757 

(FAX) 451-7957

Reply to



Senator Lyda Green -2- April 5. 1995

Your favorable consideration of legislation that would codify UIFSA into .Alaska 
law this session is strongly recommended Please feel free to call me at 465-4970 if my 
start*and I can be o f further assistance

cc: The Honorable Tony Knowles. Governor of Alaska 
Att'n Pat Pourchot. Legislative Director 

Bruce M Bothclo. Esq . Attorney General 
Wilson L. Condon. Esq , Commissioner, Department o f  Revenue 
Glenda Straube, Director, Child Support Enforcement Division, Department o f  

Revenue
Marilyn May, Esq., Assistant Attorney General, Department o f  Law, .Anchorage 
Deborah Bchr, Esq , Assistant Attorney General, Legislation/Regulations,

Department o f  Law. Juneau; and. Commissioner tor .Alaska, National Conference 
o f  Commissioners on Uniform State Laws 

Arthur H. Peterson, Esq , Commissioner for .Alaska. National Conference o f  
Commissioners on Uniform State Laws

N W IKOM IM IIAW : SCHI tTO A LT I
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M a r c h  10, 1995

Hon. Ly d a  Green, C h a i r  
S e n a t e  Health, E d u cation, and 

S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Room 423, S t a t e  C a p i t o l
Juneau, A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  HAND-DELIVERED

De a r  S e n a t o r  Gre e n :

S B  115 h a s  b e e n  r e f e r r e d  to y o u r  c o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  I r e q u e s t  that  
you s c h e d u l e  an e a r l y  h e a r i n g  on it. I u r g e  a "Do Pass" report.

T h i s  bill p r o p o s e s  the U n i f o r m  I n t e r s t a t e  F a m i l y  S u p p o r t  A c t  
( U I F S A ) , w h i c h  is a p r o d u c t  of the N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  of 
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  on U n i f o r m  S t a t e  Laws ( N C C U S L ) . It w a s  p r o m u l g a t e d  
in 1992 for the p u r p o s e  of u p d a t i n g  and r e p l a c i n g  t n e  U n i f o r m  
R e c i p r o c a l  E n f o r c e m e n t  of S u p p o r t  A c t  (URESA) —  a l s o  a N C C U S L  
product.

A l l  50 s t a t e s  p l u s  the D i s t r i c t  of C o l u m b i a ,  P u e r t o  Rico, and 
the U. S. V i r g i n  I s l a n d s  e n a c t e d  URESA. A l r e a d y ,  at l e a s t  21 of 
t h ose j u r i s d i c t i o n s  h a v e  r e p e a l e d  it a n d  e n a c t e d  UIFSA.

E v e n t u a l l y ,  for the p r o t e c t i o n  of its people, e s p e c i a l l y  its 
ch i l d r e n ,  A l a s k a  will h a v e  to e n a c t  UIFSA. W e  g a i n  n o t h i n g  by 
delay.

T h e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  s i n g l e  p o i n t  of t h i s  bill is its v i r t u a l  
e l i m i n a t i o n  of the p o s s i b i l i t y  of m u l t i - s t a t e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  and 
c o n f l i c t i n g  s u p p o r t  orders. That c u r r e n t  flaw in U R E S A  has been  
the b a n e  of  b o t h  o b l i g e e s  and oblig o r s ,  a s  w e l l  as  of the s t a t e  
a g e n c i e s  and c o u r t s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  the o l d  Act. T h e  
e x p e c t e d  r e s u l t  of the new Act is a s y s t o m  that is m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  
and c h e a p e r  to operate, and more e a s i l y  u n d e r s t o o d  a n d  f a i r e r  to 
the p a r t i o s  i n v o l v e d  in the process, th u s  p r o d u c i n g  a m u c h  h i g h e r  
level of m e e t i n g  family s u p p o r t  o b l i g a t i o n s .

U I F S A  a d d r e s s e s  o t h e r  U R E S A  p r o b l o m s  too, g e n e r a l l y  u p d a t i n g  
and i m p r o v i n g  the law. For example, it a d a p t s  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l

Re: SB 115, U n i f o r m  I n t e r s t a t e  F a m i l y  S u p p o r t  A c t

MAR 13 1995



Lyda Green, Chair, S e n a t e  HESS Com. 
U n i f o r m  I n t e r s t a t e  F a m i l y  S u p p o r t  Act 
M a r c h  10, 1995

P a g e  2

" l o n g  arm" j u r i s d i c t i o n  c o n c e p t  to th i s  f a m i l y  s u p p o r t  context.

Thar.k y o u  for y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of this b i l l  and this 
re q u e s t .

Let me k n o w  if you w a n t  a d d i t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l  on UIFSA.

Y o u r s  truly,

U n i f o r m  Law C o m m i s s i o n e r  
for A l a s k a

cc: Hon. W i l s o n  Condon, C o m m i s s i o n e r
D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v e n u e

Hon. K a r e n  Perdue, C o m m i s s i o n e r  
D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

P a t r i c k  P o u r c h o t ,  Legis. D i r e c t o r  
G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e

R e s t  of A l a s k a ' s  U L C  D e legation:
Hon. J a y  A. R a b i n o w i t z  
W. G r a n t  Callow, Esq.
T a m a r a  B r a n d t  Cook, Esq.
L. S. Kurtz, J r . , Esq.
D e b o r a h  E. Bohr, Esq.




