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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 65<HES) am
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
BY THE HOUSE HEALTH. EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

Smendtd:  4/21/95
Offered:  J/22/95

SpoOMimt:  REPRESENTATIVES PORTER. Davlet. Brice, Brown. Mackie, B.Divlj, Flnkclslrin.
Kuhina. Kotl. Elton. Foster, Ivan. Rohinvon, Mcholla. Williamv. Jamev. Rokchcra. Ogan

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

“An Ad establishing a loan guarantee and interest rale subsidy program for

assistive technology."

BE IT ENACTED BV THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

e Section I. AS 23.15 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 23.15.125. ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY LOAN GUARANTEE AND
INTEREST SUBSIDY PROGRAM, (a) An assistive technology loan guarantee fund
is established in the agency. The fund consists of money appropriated to it. The
agency may solicit and accept available public and private money tor distribution from
the fund.

(b) Subject to (c) and (d) of this scclton. the agency may use money in the
fund established under this section to guarantee 90 percent of the principal jmouni of
a loan or to subsidize the interest rale of a loan guaranteed by the jgcncy for
appropriate assistive technology that is best suited for enabling a person with a

disability to
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(1) obtain or maintain employment: or

(2) live more independently.

(c) The agency may guarantee a loan or subsidize :he interest rate of a loan

guaranteed under this section if

(1) the loan is made to a person with a disability or a member of the
.person's family to obtain assistive technology for the person with a disability within

the limitations of,u) of this section:

(21 the loan is originated and serviced by a state or federally chartered

financial institution located in the state;

13) before a loan guarantee or subsidy is requested from a lending

institution, the agency determines mat the person requesting the loan guarantee or

subsidy is not able to obtain the needed assistive technology from a less costly source:

(*t) the lending institution determines that the person or the family of

a child reasonably can be expected to repay the loan given their expected income or

other resources: and

<5) for a loan to modify a vehicle to provide transportation for a person
with a disability, the applicant has been steadily employedfor the 90 daysimmediately

preceding the date of the loan application.
(d) The director shall establish an assistive technology loan committee within

the agency. The committee shall consist of the director, or the director's designee, a

representative of a financial institution who is experienced with consumer loans, and

at least one but not more than three persons withdisabilities. Thecommittee shall

(1) establish guidelines for providing loans under this section, including

guidelines relating to the maximum amounts and durattoi ( loans and guidelines to

ensure that persons with disabilities who live in rural or remote areas of the state have
adequate access to loans under this section;

(21 annually establish the percentage of money in the fund that may be
used foi subsidizing the interest rates on loans guaranteed under this section; jnu

(3) make reports and recommendations to the legislature on the

operation of (he loan program.

(c) fn this section.

1'B0065¢
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(1) "assistive technology” means durable equipment, adaptive aids, and
assistive devices;
(2) "person with a disability” means a handicapped individual or an

individual having a physical or mental disability.
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Sponsor Statement
HB 65 Assistive Technology Loan Guarantees

W hat is the program?
An emerging public-private sector partnership to establish a loan guarantee or
interest subsidy program which will enable persons with disabilities to purchase
assistive technologies necessary to their independence.

Who willbe affected?
Persons with disabilities, their families, employers and businesses.

W hatis Assistive Technologies?
Simply put, these devices and services that can help people live, learn, work and
play within their communities. These tools range from simple eyeglasses,
hearing aids and walkers to computers that talk and lift-equipped vans.

Why doweneed this fund?
From a ‘93 stud/ by the University of Alaska, over halfofall middle-income
persons with disabilities (58**) in the state do not have access to the equipment
w hich can help them live more sufficient lives.

What are the benefits?
« Through the program, low-interest loans will be repaid and funds will continue
to stimulate economic growth for years to come. According to other enacted
states, on average, the overall default rate as of December 1993 i3 5.2%
¢« Businesses will improve accessibility of their facilities through these loans and
expand customer and labor markets.
« Employment of disabled workers will be promoted, reducing workers'
compensation costs and developing additional work force that can be tapped.

« Need for public support wall be reduced
¢« Persons with disabilities will make valuable contributions to their community

How w ill the program work?
The State of Alaska will guarantee up to 90% of the loan principal amount or
subsidize the interest ofa loan to a financial institution. Persons with
disabilities will directly apply to their local bank for an assistive technology loan.

Whnt about the cost?
Anticipated federal funding of5100.000 w ill "seed" this initiative with no impact
on the current suue budget.



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB_55_
1995 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision Date: March 17.1995 Department Affected: .Education
Titin An Act nstnhlishmo a loan guarantee and interest rate BRU: Vocational Rehabilitation
subsidy program for Assistive Technology. Component: AssislivoJectHIQIflOY

Sponsor:  Representative gorier
Requestor: Representative Porter COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 1202

Expcndltured/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS. CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS 100.0 100.0 100.0 0 0
TOTAL OPERATING 1000 1000 100.0 0 0 0

o

r CAPITAL

I REVENUE FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts 100.0 1000 1000 0 0 0

1003 GF Match

1004GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts
1006GF/MHTIA

Oiher
TOTAL 1000 1000 1000 0 0 0

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME

PART-TIME

TEMPORARY

Estimate of current year (FY95) impact S jQ.

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separato page Ifnecessary )
The fund would be capitalized with S100.000 per year for three years. 3ankmg institutions are in agreemont with this

legislation and have given their support These loans would benefit individuals who aro working out do not qualify for a
loan without an intorost subsidy or loan quarantoo

Prepared by Sian Ridgeway. Deputy Director. 4856932

Drviswn: V/ccai«nai RenaBilflanpn -Marcn-17-1225
Approved by Commissioner: ,S|||.||cr||Q||flway, Ph.D.
Agoncy Educate - D«to. . Mflictl.17.13SS

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
Far Itfvwr iMf-buton ,n?orm*too a | a* Govaman logout** Omc*

o W p«e« L .0l1



L /ISION OF LEGAL SERVIC. ,

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY
STATE OF ALASKA

m7i 465-5967 or 495-2450

FAX 1907) 465-2029 1J0 Seward Street. Suite 409
Mail Stop J10I Juneau. AliuJui 99901-2105
MEMQR ANDUM March 17, 1995
SUBJECT: Sectional Analysis of HB 65 (Work Order No 9-LS0302\A)
TO: Representative Brian Porter

Attn. Patrick

FROM: Tcm Lautcrbach
Legislative Counsel

As you requested this memorandum is a sectional analysis of HB 65 Since you have not
asked any questions about the effect of the bill, this memorandum is brief. If you have
specific questions about the bill, please let me know, and | will attempt to answer them

Scciiand.

This section establishes an assistive technology loan guarantee and interest subsidy program
that will be administered by the division of vocational rehabilitation with the assistance of an
advisory committee. Subsections (b) and (c) explain the requirements relating to the purpose
of the loans and other factors involved in granting the loans

TMLglc
95-234 glc
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February 17, 1995

legislature of the State of Alaska
and appropriate sua-commicreeo

RE: HB65

This letter is ir. support of passage of House Bill S5, "An act
establishing a lean guaranty and interest rata auboidy program

for assistive technology".

I wish to thank the sponsors of this bill for their active
efforts in introducing this bill.

Z heartily support the intent of this legislation to provide
funding to establish a lean guaranty and interest rate subsidy
for people in need of durable equipment, adaptive aids, and

assistive devices. Aa proposed in the bill, this will allow the
commercial lending institutions to participate in a much needed
program. The burden of paperwork and servicing of these loans

will be handled by the financial industry and relieve the State

of Alaska from much cf the detail necessary to administer one of
these programs.

Many of the individuals and families involved with disabilities
have struggled to maintain financial independence and an
independent living style. The guaranty program will allow the
financial institutions to be more flexible in both the amount of
loan funds available and the term of the loan that can be made to

assist these people.

Once again, | ask for your support in passage of this bill.
Please contact the undersigned if you have any further questions.

President and Chief Executive O fficer

GR/bf
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March 20. 1995

Alaska State Legislature
Representative Brian S. Porter
State Capitol, Room US
Juneau, Alaska 99801*1182

Re HueBIll So &

Dear Representative Porter:

The Assiitive Technology Loan Guurdiuet and Interest Subsidy Program is a
wonderful balance between empowering individuals with disabilities and at the
same time, placing no financial burden upon the state. HB 65 represents an
opportunity for individuals with disabilities lo secure low-interest loans for
crucial devices that assist in employment and independent living

A current example in Alaska; there are very few funding streams available to
aid with the costly, yet essential need to modify vehicles (the approximate cost
to modify a van to accommodate a wheelchair is S10,000). This loan fund
provides a niche for those individuals or families ineligible for other benefit
programs.

Real life scenarios:

Mora can no longer lift her now teenage son with cerebral palsy into the car.
Dad is at work and not available during the daytime hours to provide assis-unce.
The family income makes them ineligible for Independent Living Services and
yet, the income is not high enough to qualify for a regular loan. Teenage son is
going to be remaining at home for many afternoons u>come withuut the
availability of this loan program.

An adult with quadriplegia needs a computer to run her up and coming business.
She is jnablc to locate funding elsewhere but is also considered a "bad risk" by
traditional lending institutions because she has a disability. Does she give up
her efforts to realize her dream? Maybe. However, it would be a nicer ending
to say she secured a low-interest loan through the Assistive Technology Loan
Fund.

Therefore, the Disability Law Center of .Alaska fully endorses the concept of an
Assistive Technology Loan Fund. HB 65 serves to help in a constructive

fashion.

Sincere

Cynthia L. Berger
Staff Attorney
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The Assistii'e Technology Loan Program

Executive Snmmaryv y\.

Arc loans for Assistive Technology mad* by other states?

Some 42 states now offer loans for assistive technology to persona with disabtl
Ities. Three states have used funds allocated by the federalgovernment for
that purpose whUe others have added a Technology component to existing loan
programs In Education, Small Business Development, Job Training, and
Agriculture.

Horn are these loans made?

Loans to disabled persons arc made In a variety ofways. Most often, the state
agency holding the loan funds have elected to encourage banks and other
lending tasd”™uonSIliJTise tjieti-uioney'Uy giiaranteeing some portion Otthe
loan or Ly "buylngndown" themterest rate or principal sO as to make
repayment easftnor pem:ns witn regular, but limited Incomes. Four states
operate the loan program directly and have created a Revolving Loan fund

w hich permits the fund tobe replenished by the loon payments themselves.

Are applicants screened for creditu'orthiness?

Yes. All states process applications the same way a bank docs. In ihe early
years of the loan program (1991) two states did notrun a creditcheck and
experienced a catasttpphiG~JanliLrale, but the remainder paid close attention
to the credlt-antTincome history of theap™IUants. As a result, the overall
default rtfte as of December, 1993.1is 5.2 %.

V. W hsLis the difference between a regular bank loan and an Assisted

\ Loan?
The Assisted Loan program provides cash incentives and guarantees to banks

for loans that they might not otherwise make or. if they did. would charge a
higher interest rate because most borrowers will need a longer time to pay
such loans off due toIncome limitations.

Are there amiunoer limits on the amounta parson can borrow?

Yes. Most states have seta dollar limiton each loan based on a number of
factors: the amount In the fund plus the number of applicants and the average
cost of the tcchnolgy Itselfare all factors taken Into consideration. Caps on
loans are usuall setby regulationratherthan by statute, because
circumstances change and the loan admtrrfstertrators need to be able to make
necessary adjustments -up or down quickly.Tdghfnow the average loan cap
Is $5,000.00.

fc there <xmikind oftechnology the loan Program will not fund?
Yes. None of the programs wiD lend money topurchase a car. airplane, or*
boat. Loans can be made, however, toconfigure these Items to meet the needs
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Fropoeed loan Program - Cont'd -2-

of the disabled person such os adding a wheel chair liftand/or by Installing
hand controls. With a few exceptions, these alterations are within the present
$5000.00 limit.

QC%
is ttwrv a needfor a loanprogram JnJhelirKtplace?.
Persons with disabilities occupy the same economic range as the non-disabled
population. Most (60%) have an adequate Income to meetmostof their reeds
and arc sufficiently above the official poverty level to prevent equipment end
services"from being providedby Medicaid or Medicare.
There fifa middle W ithin 12~% of poverty level and who
may qualify for sbffle ferOTctabutnot all the time. The bottom level (21%) are
fully qualified to receive public assistance services.

It Is the two tup groups who fir 1 themselves uablc topay for a device outright
but who could well manage tn repay a loan that cohered a period of six to
eighteen months. This is a significant portion of the disabled population.
Many of these people (28%) have accumulated some money (20 to 50%) toward
the purchase of technology and need to borrow only the remainder.

W hat beneftix, if any, do the state and the tenrpayer get from such a
pnpftn m ?
Several. Assistive Technology is used to keep disabled people Independent of»
fuJ) time cait it anursing home or other institution. Technology is also used
to configure a home or apartment to permit an institutionalized person to
become Independent and five on his or her own.

hi"th'e htm diTxIn of million* ofdotters (Seetig
Secondly, many disabled persons arc able to3
by mastering some of the more sophisticated technology such as computers
and the myriad tasks these devices govern. Cottage industries abound tn
everything from furniture and small appliance repair to full scale advertising
and research services. Others are able togo to work by getting a better wheel
chair or by having their carsconflgured to meet their needs.

TELjffIW "'v M KBn

Alaska has a lotgfunique conditions notfound in other states. How urill
the Loan Program work hero?

The Alaska Division cfVocational Rehabilitation will serve as tie operator of
record for the Assistive Technlogy loan fund. DVR hnn extensive experience in
providing comprehensive rehabilitation services to people throughout the
state. In addition to a professional staff. DVR can call upon the talents of
volunteers who serve on several advisory boards and commissions and the
active support of tXlarge number ofemployers, including banking Institutions.
In recent years, the Division has made s- era!major changes In its operating
methods In an effort to better serve the sabled community tn the Bush and
to more quickly process applications for assistance.
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Tech Loan Program on the line
Legislature to decide this year

If the Legislature 0K 's the proposed Assistive Technology Loan program,
Alaska will Join 42 other states that provide loans for needed technology to
persons with disabilities.

Alaska's loan program will ofTcx some plusses for borrowers not normally
available In regular bank loans. Depending upon Individual circumstances, the
Loan Fund may guarantee the loan forup to 90% of the face value or win lower
the interest rate or principal the borrower has to pay by "buying down" a
portion of either. These special features will permit a lot of people to qualify
for needed loans.

Loan Progr Is,not a free ride, hgwever. *BdfTOw ei» hftVQ to have
exhausted orbe tadegiblefct other forms of Cash ™
Medicaid and present a'reasonably decent credit rating plus have enough
income topay back the loan. A lotofdisabled Alaskans have incomes and
many are employed but they may not make enough tolay out three or four
thousand dollars an atone time. None of the people In this group are eligible
for public assistance. That'swhere the loan program comes inand why it fills

agap.

The loan fund will be operated by the Dtvision of Vocational
Rehabilitation who will develop regulations and create an operating committee
to work with banks and creditunions and to make sure thateveryone eligible
hears about the program

The chances of die loan program's success In the legislature will be
increased Ifpeople who like the Idea of a loan program for assistive technology
will write or call their representatives tn the House and Senate. This is a
“"people™ bill and the people will have to see tluil it gets the supportitneeds.

George Haynes
276--0801
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Disauiltty Funding News

Irican Council of the Blind. Jessica Beach.
'<ji Si. NW, Suite 720. Wash.. IY ~ XX)5.

im-
w
.0r a maximum
who have com*
f-s?  jididate status and
.pplicanu who:
JTjiLrr.en! to teach or do research
U ihVrapy program after complet-
inj \
. « the need for measurable treatment
outcome

¢ ki new research question ohaddress a previously

question using a new methodcld”, different sam-
or a different form of analysis.

Info: Foundation for Physical Therapy. 1&S5 N. Fair*
fa* SI. Suite 350, Alexandria. VA 22314-154\ 703/684-
5984.
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Il(dep<53cotTiTing Group Pr-suades B)inks
TVMake Loans to People with Disabilities

Utmar - A disability advocacy-Indindepeodcm
living group bcte invokes die Community Rdnvertoect
Act to persuade local banks to start borne mortgage loan
programs for people with disabilities.

The Community Reinvestment Act requires banks to
prove they are making loans to low-mcome minority
individuals or investing in organizations or initiaoves to
help them. Banks mtut file annual reports on their CRA
activities and make diem available to the public.

Most of the time, enforcement of CRA provisions by
federal regulators is uneven. But when a bank wants
approval for eerum actions - for instance, purchasing
another bank or savings rod loan - die request triggers
closer scrutiny by the Office of the Comptroller of the
Currency.

aArieitulged
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p«ge 9

Atlantis Community requested CRA reports from area
baoki and found that none of them mentioned people
with disabilities.

Banks usually interpret the act as applying to racial or
ethnic minorities, even though people with disabilities are
one of the poorest minority groups. Karen Tamley. hous-
ing project coordinator, tells DFN. She estimates that
60-80% of people with disabilities are on low or fixed
incomes.

When Norwest, one of Colorado's largest banks, re-
quested approval to purchase a savings and loan. Atlantis
used the opportunity to confront tho bank about its poor
record of service to the disabled.

Once Atlantis brought the issue to Nutwest'l attention,
the bank 'negotiated in good faith," Tamley says. The 2
groups worked out a program in about a month. Since
every day that a community group holds up a purchase
cons money, banks have an incentive to respond quickly

The product of negotiations between Norwest and
Atlantis was a program offering home mortgage, credit
and consumer loans with more flexible underwriting
criteria.

Norwest now offers people with disabilities home
mortgage loans with: -

¢ No mooey down.

¢ One percent Delow market interest rate.

Financing up to S100.000.

+ No points or origination fees.

¢ 70% loan tn income r . ., rather than 40%. which is
the normal ratio offered to k  income borrowers. Adin-
tis argued that many people with disabilities already pay
at much as 70% of their Income for rent.

Since June, Norwest has made nearly S1.4 million
in borne mortgage loans through the program. The bank/
has not bad to foreclose on any of the nearly 40 loans.

first-time homeowners. Atlantis Community offers home-

.ownership and pre-application counseling, is well as

financial management classes.

Satisfaction with the program isn’t one-sided, Tamley
tells us. Norwest las seen a whole new market open up.
It even received an award for its CRA activities.

Atlantis has negotiated similar programs with 2 other
banks. It's a matter of educating banks about people
with duthdities. Tamley says.

Banks may look only at people with disabilities’ low
Incomes or view them as dependent, not good prospects
for loam. And because people with disabilities aren't

ecor r"Wn. tanr < M) ioio=K>nuAiv

£)001r002
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To support people with disabilities who are becoming \

/
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clustered in low-ineome neighborhood!, banks may not
regard serving them as part of their CXA responsibilities.

But the issues - lack of employment opportunities and

segregation - are the same. Tamley jays. ‘Our ghettos
are segregated housing projects, nursing homes and tuts
schools.*

Atlantis Community’s innovative program may be
about to taste success on a broader scale. Fannie Mae is
considering becoming a secondary market purchaser of
the loans, which will give the banks added protection
against default. Fannie Mae also is interested In seeing
the program become a national model lo foster indepen-
dent living.

Atlantis is wnting a proposal to Fannie Mae’s foun-
dation for funds to strengthen its horoeownership coun-
seling program and train other disability groups to start
similar programs.

Info: Karen Tamley, Atlantis Community. 12 Broad-
way. Denver. CO 80203, 303/733-932*.

Beth Abraham: Answering the Call
*0r Services In new York Gty

York - (By CD Publications /tjsff) "One of the
motcdghly recognised innovators m ffforts to link al-
fordabWshousing with supportive sendees.* Amencan
Ass’n of Homes for the Aging yfys of Bed. Abraham
Hospital in TXe Bronx.

"What begaivvu a small refiabilitaoon hospital has
grown into a cam(Xis of sudportive bousing, rehabilitative
care, acute care and bommtinity-baaed programs for the
old and young with lonVterm illness or disabilities.*

The fadliry was ftnm«d in 1919 with 39 brds and
now has 520. It sponsors 2 HJJD Sec. 202 units, with 2
more buildings bajfg built or

Sapporthre services' programs Nrrolre around
Comprehensive Care Management, a rtate- and federally-
funded beaity care progum which promotes independent
living. Beth/Abraham also offers borne heahh care and
adult day cpre programs. \

Developing servicea became imperative after ft* bous-
ing staff and volunteer tenant patrol reported maa“rrea-
dents experienced rapid changes in health. In response,
management met with each tenant and his or her family
to assets physical sums. Tenants choose between servic-
es provided by die fadliry or outside agcnaes. Beth
Abraham services are open to qualified nonresidents.
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agibilicy for the 3 programs - comprehensive care/

lit day care and home ciro - is based on criteria ...

state Dep’t of Health and Dcp’t of Social Services.

Staffing for the programs includes 5 physicians, one
physician assistant. 29 nurses, 6 nursing care coordina-
tor*. r2 nurting attendants, 7 physical therapists, 5 occu-
pational therapists. 2 speech pathologists, 6 recreational
therapisff, 3 rehabilitative therapists and 11 so/ial work-
ers. \

The Certified Home Health Care program provides
tenants with medical transportation, case management,
social work and nursing home care in thpir home follow-
with either acu{te or chronic illnesses or disabilities. Beth
Abraham only 'accepts persons who they believe can live
as home. \

Currently. Medicare and Medicaid subsidies cover
cons. Nearly everyone in the program receives some
form of subsidy. \

\ j

As for coordination, the tenant services manager links
residents with services.'jhe/e is one full-time manager
for each of Beth Abraham”* 2 Sec. 202 buildings. An
advisory committee comprised of representatives from
each of the facility's programs meets quarterly to discuss
resident issues. Tenant service managers have back-
grounds in nonprofit housing development and manage-
ment, social wotk and/planning.

Both housing and ietvices are periodically monitored
and evaluated, eithej by HUD or'the state. The housing
services manager meets -with tenants regularly to gauge
pluses and minuses of the program.~The manager also
lpeaks with *ocW workers. A planned information sys-
tem will enable Beth Abraham to raokitor tenant care
throughout the facility's health care sysfcm

AAKA says/tho facility's success is feartly due to its

financial sat as a large rchafcilitatioA hospital and an
ability to private funding Senog Up reimbursable
dependent (me health care and adult day care programs
is difficult, nlets facilities have the space and trained
staff in place. Y

There other mitigating factors. The Comprehensive

Care Management (CCM) program is barely ccVcffec-
bve in large ddcs. Also, developing the elderly care
model (PACTik short for Program of All-Inclusive Care
for the Sderly) requires working with state legislators for
jpedal approval In the past few years. New York’s
health officials restricted development of new PACE-typc
projecn
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STATE I F ALAS KA WALTS*A HKKEL GOVERNOR
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION E;ﬁ&ﬁ!“gﬂ. Iptno
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Fax Transmission: Date: 21-Jan-94
To: Fawn From: Richard Vantreasc
Fax U4650519 Phone: (907)274-0136

Phone:465-4457 _
Number of Pages Including Covcr:23

Subject: AT Loan Bill

Here Is the information | was able to cquiIe myself. We also recently
did a survey of people with disabilities in the State. Out of those that
responded, 46% said that t_he}/ could not get the assistive technology
device that they needed paid for. If we use the number of people with
disabilities in Alaska as stated in the ISER study _?_23978) with the 46%,
we could suppose that 11030 Alaskans with disabilities might benefit
from the loan fund. N . .

George Haynes should be submitting further information on Monday,
unfortunately it won't be ready before then.
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m
SUMMARY
m
over 20,000 Alaska residents currently experience ac least one
fora of disabilit This estimate is based on a talaPhone survey
m 1 of 4,364 households randomly noloctod to represent all households
in the state Of Alaska. 1 The survey was conducted between November
10, 1990 end Januarx 1991,  °The actual estimated number of
m persons experlencmlg a dlsablll Is 22,220, Given possible random
errors due to sampfling, the numb er 0f persons who are disabled may

be as low as 20,231 or as high as 23,978.*

m It is important to note that the survey did not attempt to
assess the needs. of persons who are disabled and live in
M institutional settings.

Types of Disabilitiss

m Among tho most fr equently reported disabilities are non-
neuromusculaerlet_)r mpairments, arthritis, hearing impairments,
and learning disabilities (see Table 1)~ Other disabilities

m Involving at least 2,000 Alaska residents Include vicual
impairments, cardiovascular or pulmonary disordors, neuromuscular
impairment, emotional disability, communicative disability and head

£|\/|| Injuriss.

Independent Living Services

m One of the central goals of persons who are disabled is to
live independently. To "help people-- achieve this goal, state,
federal and local a?enmes currently offer services ranging from
medical care to public transportation and job training. “Rélative

m needs for these services can be assessed in ceveral ways. First is
ho question of tho total nunbor of poroons nooding aach service.

Currentlg 96 percent of Aleska households have a telephone
The extent of tslephono covorago varios widely, bowovor, only about
60 percent of Alaska's most rural househalds have reS| ential

m telephone service. Statewide estimates based on telephone contacts
are likely to closely match estimates that could be oxpootod from
a sample ‘of all houSeholds. Estimates for rural areas, however,

m should be used with caution.

ES *The rsngo in population size reflects s 93 percont confidence
ints I, a sample else of 4,3C4 and_an observsd proportion of .042
percent of the populatlon experiencing one or sore disabilities.

m

m
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(2-6-91)

Estimated Nﬂ?ﬁll)(ér_lof Parsons wiih
Sokvdod Disabilities

Typa of DUOffry EltfmatOdNurrhiw
Non-NauromuKxau Mottuty

Annmil ;:]755’
Maarfng Impairment 14(]?4
Looming

VUual Impairment ég%
Ca/Gio-VaacuiJf-Ptimonary 4'794
Nauromuacu”r 3.416
Emotfona/ 2'153
Commuwcaove 2.377
Haad Injtay

Dovolopmamal iggg
Other DiUOaity 1.466
Olabotae 1666
Stroke '
Seizure ijig
DrugTAJcohor 1.124
Infact0"1 Disoaaa '
Bind (91
Oaaf ‘(12]2'
Amputation 369
AUhalmor'a 348
Po*o 216
WRV Poaittve <200
Eidmtlod Number of Peraont wtth Or.« or Mere n:Mp. mflt 22420

The Gueaoon rtao" iam gotng to *aao to you a ut of &aaout»ea
(fiat you may nave. Fv a*c* irtai womo you
m# whether vm taa auu*y rvti you have

Sowoa: CVMMTK Survey. 1990

P. 04
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Second la the question of the total number of persona vhoss nsad
for eaoh service is currently unmet. And third ‘ia the question of
what peroent of tha persona n««ding aoch service are currently not
rooel vmd tho service they need. - Each of these perspectivés is

|mportan to tha development of service priorities for the state aa
a

Medical care, disability information, assistance in recowlng
benefits, advocacy, recreation transport, newsletters
training, entr ||sed information, and counseling each are needed
bK at laaa 0,000 Alaska residents who are disabled (see Table 2),
The serV|ce as somated with the largest number of persons with an
unnac . noed is nawslattar about services for people with
disabilities. Other services that are currently not adequately
Browded to at least 3,000 people Include centralizes information,
enefits assistance, and advocacy 2n answer to tho third question
posed above, tha noods of least half of all  parsons are
currantly unmet for: new

sletters support %roups equipment loans,
help Iocatln% housmg, job counsellng, central information source,
end help vIth homoadking taaka.

Assistive Technology

Today many people with disabilities could benefit from the use
of equipment eepacially designed or adapted to make daily life
eeeiar. This "assistive technology" comes in many forma, mcluqu
remote switches, spsclsl doors, Voice synthesuors and specia
vans. Centrally, more Alaskans believe "thoy would benefit from
such devlcea than currently use them (see Table 3). _While aone
3,000 think they would benefit from some kind of equipment that
would help them See or hear people in face-to-faca communications,
for example, 1,900 do not currantly use tha equipment.!

Other forms of assistive technology for which at least 1,300
Alaska realdants would benefit from uao of the equipment Include
long distance communication, adapted computers for various uses,

and building modifications.
A ssistive Technology Service*

Rapid changes in the ty es o assistive technology available

represents both "an opportunldy a barrier to those experlencmg
dlsabllltles Newly adapte technologles enable ‘people to
S| gnl |cant|r¥ mcrease thelr independence. he same t|me rapid
changes in the availability of new technologles can outpace public

*Kore datailed results to be introduced in Section IV show
that the moat common reason why this equipment is not uaud ia that
people cannot afford it.
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INDEPENDENT LIVING SERVICE NEEDS

A* mentioned in our symmary, medical cars, disability
information, assietance in rac> (ving benefits, advocacy, recreation
transport, nawalattara, job training, centralised information, and
counselrng each are needed by at laast 10,000 Alaska residents vho
are disabled. The service associated with the largest number of
parsons with an unmet need is a ewsletter about services for
people with disabilities, other servrces that are currently not
adequately provided to at least 5,000 paopla |nclude centrdlised
information, benefits assistance, and advocacy. he needs of at
Isast half of all persons are currantly unmef for: newalettoro,
support groups, equipment loans, help Iocatrng housing, |job

% knSselrng central information source, and halp with homemaking

Table 9 profiles |ndependent Irvrng servrce needs by ragion.
Tha _southcentral ragion ‘ia dafined Include the Anchorage
Municipality, the enai, Kat-Su d Kodiak borough . and
nouthcentral coastal communities (e. . Cordova, Valdez, Chonoga
Say). As defined, .this region o prrses 5 percent of |
houSeholds compared with 12 ercent o south east ragion and 38
percent for tha remainder of Alaska he g onal figurés in Table
g gererally differ proportionately to re nal p p Iatron Vrewed
according to urban and rural residence, pen en |vrng service
needs aré proportionate to population | see able 1 .

With several ex ceptrons independent service needs are shared
roportionately by all ‘aga groups Fsea Tatla 11). Young people aro
acre likely to need public” transportation and independent ||vrng
training. "~ The large group of adults between 18 and 39 years ol

ara _more I|ke|¥] to need job counseling, job training, home
modifications elp locating housing, and access to a support
gr up. Persons over 60 ara more likely to need help with homemaking

asks, | home nursing care, and the services of a personal cars
attendan

Zn eneral |ndependent living service noada do not differ b¥
raco (Ssee Table 12). Three exceptions appear to be the three leas
neede aarvlcss among the populatron as a whole. Native reoidonts
are relatively sore” likely roport the need for help with
homemakrn% taska, in-home nursrng care, and tha services of a
personal Care attendant

17
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Dete Referred: February 23, 196 FURTHER REFERRALS: Hnance

Date of Committee Action:
The HEALTH, EDUCATION ANT) SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: HB 65
HOUSE BILL NO. 65 ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY LOAN GUARANTEES

‘An Act establishing a loan guarantee and interest rate subsidy program for assistive technology.”
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