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T O N Y  K N O W L E S , G O V E R N O R
SUtaof AlatO

April 26. 1995

Senator Lyda Groon 
State Capitol Room 423 
Juneau, AK 99811-1102 
(907) 465-3805 fax
D ear Senator Groon.

Thank you for requesting information from the Governor's Council about House 
Bill 65 and implications for people with disabilities.
As you know, assistive technology is equipment that helps people with disabili­
ties live and work independently. Assistivo technology may bo as simple and 
inoxp«n^vo as a cano or as complex and costly as a voice-activated computer.
Some Alaskans with disabilities do not qualify for regular londing programs. 
Houso Bill 65 will assist these individuals in acquiring assistive technology with 
minimal government assistance. A loan guarantee program could complement 
the existing technology londing programs and funding for home modifications.
The Council's Work Committee has not completed its reviow of the bill. Wo 
have heard somo comments that Section 1(c)(5) Is potentially awkward, as in­
dividuals who require a loan guarantee might find it difficult to be employed for 
90 days without accessible transportation. However, the Council has supported similar legislation in years past.
Thank you again for tho opportunity to be of assistance. If you havo further 
questions, please contact the Council office at 563-5355.
Sincerely,

Leslie Yamamoto 
Council Chair
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

BY THE HOUSE HEALTH . EDUCATION  AND SO C IA L  SERV IC ES  C O M M ITTEE

Smendtd: 4/21/95
O ffered : J/22/95

SpoOMimt: REPRESENTAT IVES PO RTER . DavJet. Brice, Brown. Mackie, B .D iv lj, F lnkc ls lrin . 
Kuhina. Kotl. E lton. Foster, Ivan. Rohinvon, M cholla. W illiamv. Jamev. Rokchcra. Ogan

A B IL L  

FOR AN A CT EN T ITLED

1 “A n A d  e s ta b lish in g  a lo a n  g u a ra n te e  a n d  in te re s t  r a le  su b sid y  p ro g ra m  fo r

2 a ss is tiv e  te ch n o lo g y ."

3 BE IT  ENACTED BV TH E LEG ISLA TU R E O F TH E STATE OF ALASKA :

4 • Section I. AS 23.15 is amended by adding a new section to read:

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 65<HES) am

5 Sec. 23.15.125. ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY LOAN GUARANTEE AND

6 INTEREST SUBSIDY PROGRAM, (a) An assistive technology loan guarantee fund

7 is established in the agency. The fund consists of money appropriated to it. The

8 agency may solicit and accept available public and private money tor distribution from

9 the fund.

10 (b) Subject to (c) and (d) of this scclton. the agency may use money in the

H fund established under this section to guarantee 90 percent of the principal jmouni of

12 a loan or to subsidize the interest rale of a loan guaranteed by the jgcncy for

13 appropriate assistive technology that is best suited for enabling a person with a

14 disability to
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1 (1 )  o b t a in  o r  m a i n t a i n  e m p l o y m e n t :  o r

2 (2 )  l iv e  m o r e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y .

3 ( c )  T h e  a g e n c y  m a y  g u a r a n t e e  a  lo a n  o r  s u b s i d i z e  :h e  in te r e s t  r a te  o f  a lo a n

4 g u a r a n t e e d  u n d e r  th is  s e c t i o n  if

5 (1 )  th e  lo a n  is m a d e  to  a  p e r s o n  w i th  a  d i s a b i l i t y  o r  a m e m b e r  o f  the

6 .p e rso n 's  f a m i ly  to  o b t a in  a s s i s t i v e  t e c h n o l o g y  fo r  th e  p e r s o n  w i th  a d i s a b i l i t y  w i th in

7 t h e  l im i t a t i o n s  o f , u ) o f  th is  s e c t i o n :

B (21 th e  lo a n  is o r i g i n a t e d  a n d  s e r v i c e d  b y  a s t a te  o r  f e d e r a l l y  c h a r t e r e d

9 f i n a n c i a l  in s t i tu t io n  lo c a te d  in th e  s ta te ;

10 13 )  b e f o r e  a lo a n  g u a r a n t e e  o r  s u b s i d y  is r e q u e s t e d  f ro m  a l e n d in g

U  in s t i t u t i o n ,  th e  a g e n c y  d e t e r m i n e s  m a t  t h e  p e r s o n  r e q u e s t i n g  th e  lo a n  g u a r a n t e e  o r

12 s u b s i d y  is  n o t  ab le  to  o b t a in  th e  n e e d e d  a s s i s t i v e  t e c h n o l o g y  f r o m  a le s s  c o s t l y  s o u r c e :

13 (*t) th e  l e n d in g  in s t i t u t i o n  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  the  p e r s o n  o r  th e  f a m i ly  o f

14 a c h i ld  r e a s o n a b ly  c a n  b e  e x p e c t e d  to  r e p a y  th e  lo a n  g i v e n  th e i r  e x p e c t e d  i n c o m e  o r

15 o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s :  and

16 <5) fo r  a  lo a n  to  m o d i f y  a  v e h i c l e  to  p r o v i d e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  a p e r s o n

17 w i t h  a d i s a b i l i t y ,  th e  a p p l i c a n t  h a s  b e e n  s t e a d i l y  e m p l o y e d  fo r  t h e  9 0  d a y s  i m m e d i a t e l y

18 p r e c e d i n g  th e  d a t e  o f  th e  lo a n  a p p l i c a t i o n .

19 ( d )  T h e  d i r e c to r  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  an  a s s i s t i v e  t e c h n o l o g y  lo a n  c o m m i t t e e  w i th in

20  th e  a g e n c y .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  sh a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  th e  d i r e c t o r ,  o r  th e  d i r e c t o r ' s  d e s i g n e e ,  a

21 r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  a f in a n c ia l  in s t i t u t i o n  w h o  is e x p e r i e n c e d  w i t h  c o n s u m e r  lo a n s ,  a n d

22  a t  l e a s t  o n e  b u t  n o t  m o r e  th a n  th r e e  p e r s o n s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  sh a l l

23  ( 1 )  e s ta b l i s h  g u i d e l i n e s  fo r  p r o v i d i n g  l o a n s  u n d e r  th i s  s e c t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g

24 g u i d e l i n e s  r e l a t i n g  to  th e  m a x i m u m  a m o u n t s  a n d  d u r a t t o i  (  l o a n s  a n d  g u i d e l i n e s  to

25 e n s u r e  th a t  p e r s o n s  w i th  d i s a b i l i t i e s  w h o  l i v e  in r u ra l  o r  r e m o t e  a r e a s  o f  th e  s t a t e  h a v e

26  a d e q u a t e  a c c e s s  to  l o a n s  u n d e r  th i s  s e c t i o n ;

27 (21 a n n u a l ly  e s t a b l i s h  th e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  m o n e y  in  th e  f u n d  th a t  m a y  b e

28  u s e d  fo i s u b s i d i z in g  th e  in te re s t  r a te s  o n  l o a n s  g u a r a n t e e d  u n d e r  th is  s e c t i o n ;  j n u

29  ( 3 )  m a k e  r e p o r t s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  o n  th e

30 operation o f  (he loan program.

31 (c) fn this section.

C S I IB  &5<IIES) a m  -2-
■v»y iD c irrzo  text axA cxrrto i

l!B0065c



1  ( 1 ) "assistive technology" m eans durable equipm ent, adaptive aids, and

2 assistive devices;

3 (2) "person with a disability" m eans a handicapped individual or an

4 individual having a physical or mental disability.
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W h a t  i s  t h e  p r o g r a m ?
A n  e m e r g i n g  p u b l i c - p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  p a r t n e r s h i p  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  l o a n  g u a r a n t e e  o r  
i n t e r e s t  s u b s i d y  p r o g r a m  w h i c h  w i l l  e n a b l e  p e r s o n s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  t o  p u r c h a s e  
a s s i s t i v e  t e c h n o l o g i e s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e i r  i n d e p e n d e n c e .

W h o  w i l l  b e  a f f e c t e d ?
P e r s o n s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  e m p l o y e r s  a n d  b u s i n e s s e s .

W h a t  i s  A s s i s t i v e  T e c h n o l o g i e s ?
S i m p l y  p u t ,  t h e s e  d e v i c e s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  c a n  h e l p  p e o p l e  l i v e ,  l e a r n ,  w o r k  a n d  
p l a y  w i t h i n  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .  T h e s e  t o o l s  r a n g e  f r o m  s i m p l e  e y e g l a s s e s ,  
h e a r i n g  a i d s  a n d  w a l k e r s  t o  c o m p u t e r s  t h a t  t a l k  a n d  l i f t - e q u i p p e d  v a n s .

W h y  d o  w e  n e e d  t h i s  f u n d ?
F r o m  a  ‘ 9 3  s t u d /  b y  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ,  o v e r  h a l f  o f  a l l  m i d d l e - i n c o m e  
p e r s o n s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  ( 5 8 * * )  i n  t h e  s t a t e  d o  n o t  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  e q u i p m e n t  
w h i c h  c a n  h e l p  t h e m  l i v e  m o r e  s u f f i c i e n t  l i v e s .

W h a t  a r e  t h e  b e n e f i t s ?
•  T h r o u g h  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  l o w - i n t e r e s t  l o a n s  w i l l  b e  r e p a i d  a n d  f u n d s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  
t o  s t i m u l a t e  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  f o r  y e a r s  t o  c o m e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  o t h e r  e n a c t e d  
s t a t e s ,  o n  a v e r a g e ,  t h e  o v e r a l l  d e f a u l t  r a t e  a s  o f  D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 3  i 3  5 . 2 %
•  B u s i n e s s e s  w i l l  i m p r o v e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e i r  f a c i l i t i e s  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  l o a n s  a n d  
e x p a n d  c u s t o m e r  a n d  l a b o r  m a r k e t s .
•  E m p l o y m e n t  o f  d i s a b l e d  w o r k e r s  w i l l  b e  p r o m o t e d ,  r e d u c i n g  w o r k e r s '  
c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o s t s  a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  w o r k  f o r c e  t h a t  c a n  b e  t a p p e d .
•  N e e d  f o r  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  w a l l  b e  r e d u c e d
•  P e r s o n s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  w i l l  m a k e  v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y

H o w  w i l l  t h e  p r o g r a m  w o r k ?
T h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  w i l l  g u a r a n t e e  u p  t o  9 0 %  o f  t h e  l o a n  p r i n c i p a l  a m o u n t  o r  
s u b s i d i z e  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  a  l o a n  t o  a  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n .  P e r s o n s  w i t h  
d i s a b i l i t i e s  w i l l  d i r e c t l y  a p p l y  t o  t h e i r  l o c a l  b a n k  f o r  a n  a s s i s t i v e  t e c h n o l o g y  l o a n .

W h n t  a b o u t  t h e  c o s t ?
A n t i c i p a t e d  f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  o f  5 1 0 0 . 0 0 0  w i l l  " s e e d "  t h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  w i t h  n o  i m p a c t  
o n  t h e  c u r r e n t  s u u e  b u d g e t .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B r i a n  S .  P o r t e r
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
STATE OF ALASKA
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L /ISION OF LEGAL SERVIC. ,

M E M Q R  A N D U.M  M arch 17, 1995

SU B J  E C T : Sectional Analysis o f  HB 65 (W ork O rder No 9-LS0302\A )

T O : Representative Brian Porter
Attn. Patrick

F R O M : T cm  Lautcrbach •
Legislative Counsel

As you requested this m em orandum  is a sectional analysis o f  HB 65 Since you have not 
asked any questions about the effect o f  the bill, this memorandum  is brief. If you have 
specific questions about the bill, please let me know, and I will attem pt to answer them

ScciianJ.

This section establishes an assistive technology loan guarantee and interest subsidy program  
that will be administered by the division o f  vocational rehabilitation with the assistance o f  an 
advisory committee. Subsections (b) and (c) explain the requirem ents relating to  the purpose 
o f  the loans and o ther factors involved in granting the loans

T M L g lc
95-234 glc
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T h i s  l e t t e r  i s  i r .  s u p p o r t  o f  p a s s a g e  o f  H o u s e  B i l l  S5 ,  "An a c t  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  l e a n  g u a r a n t y  a n d  i n t e r e s t  r a t a  a u b o i d y  p r o g r a m  
f o r  a s s i s t i v e  t e c h n o l o g y " .

I  w i s h  t o  t h a n k  t h e  s p o n s o r s  o f  t h i s  b i l l  f o r  t h e i r  a c t i v e  
e f f o r t s  i n  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h i s  b i l l .

Z h e a r t i l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  p r o v i d e  
f u n d i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  l e a n  g u a r a n t y  a n d  i n t e r e s t  r a t e  s u b s i d y  
f o r  p e o p l e  i n  n e e d  o f  d u r a b l e  e q u i p m e n t ,  a d a p t i v e  a i d s ,  a n d  
a s s i s t i v e  d e v i c e s .  Aa p r o p o s e d  i n  t h e  b i l l ,  t h i s  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  
c o m m e r c i a l  l e n d i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a  m u ch  n e e d e d  
p r o g r a m .  T h e  b u r d e n  o f  p a p e r w o r k  a n d  s e r v i c i n g  o f  t h e s e  l o a n s  
w i l l  b e  h a n d l e d  b y  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  i n d u s t r y  a n d  r e l i e v e  t h e  S t a t e  
o f  A l a s k a  f r o m  m u c h  c f  t h e  d e t a i l  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  o n e  o f  
t h e s e  p r o g r a m s .

M a n y  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  f a m i l i e s  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  
h a v e  s t r u g g l e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  f i n a n c i a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  a n  
i n d e p e n d e n t  l i v i n g  s t y l e .  T h e  g u a r a n t y  p r o g r a m  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  
f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  b e  m o r e  f l e x i b l e  i n  b o t h  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  
l o a n  f u n d s  a v a i l a b l e  a n d  t h e  t e r m  o f  t h e  l o a n  t h a t  c a n  b e  m ade  t o  
a s s i s t  t h e s e  p e o p l e .

O n c e  a g a i n ,  I  a s k  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  i n  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  b i l l .
P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  t h e  u n d e r s i g n e d  i f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .

F e b r u a r y  1 7 ,  1 9 9 5

l e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  
a n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  s u a - c o m m i c r e e o

RE:  HB65

P r e s i d e n t  a n d  C h ie f  E x e c u t iv e  O f f i c e r

G R / b f
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March 20. 1995

Alaska State Legislature 
Representative Brian S. Porter 
State Capitol, Room U S 
Juneau, Alaska 99801*1182

Re House Bill So 65

Dear Representative Porter:

The Assiitive Technology Loan Guurdiuet and Interest Subsidy Program is a 
wonderful balance between empowering individuals with disabilities and at the 
same time, placing no financial burden upon the state. HB 65 represents an 
opportunity for individuals with disabilities lo secure low-interest loans for 
crucial devices that assist in employment and independent living

A  current example in Alaska; there are very few funding streams available to 
aid with the costly, yet essential need to modify vehicles (the approximate cost 
to modify a van to accommodate a wheelchair is S 10,000). This loan fund 
provides a niche for those individuals or families ineligible for other benefit 
programs.

Real life scenarios:

Mora can no longer lift her now teenage son with cerebral palsy into the car. 
Dad is at work and not available during the daytime hours to provide assis-unce. 
The family income makes them ineligible for Independent Living Services and 
yet, the income is not high enough to qualify for a regular loan. Teenage son is 
going to be remaining at home for many afternoons u> come withuut the 
availability of this loan program.

An adult with quadriplegia needs a computer to run her up and com ing business. 
She is jnablc to locate funding elsewhere but is also considered a "bad risk" by 
traditional lending institutions because she has a disability. Does she give up 
her efforts to realize her dream? Maybe. However, it would be a nicer ending 
to say she secured a low-interest loan through the Assistive Technology Loan 
Fund.
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Therefore, the Disability Law Center o f .Alaska fully endorses the concept o f an 
Assistive Technology Loan Fund. HB 65 serves to help in a constructive 
fashion.

Sincere

Cynthia L. Berger 
Staff Attorney
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m
T h e  A ss is tii'e  T ech n o lo g y  L oan  P rogram

y\.E x e c u t i v e  S n m m a r v

A rc lo a n s  fo r  A s s is tiv e  T ech n o lo g y  m ad*  b y  o th e r  s ta te s ?
S o m e  4 2  s t a t e s  n o w  o f f e r  l o a n s  f o r  a s s i s t i v e  t e c h n o l o g y  t o  p e r s o n a  w i t h  d i s a b t l  
I t i e s .  T h r e e  s t a t e s  h a v e  u s e d  f u n d s  a l l o c a t e d  b y  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  
t h a t  p u r p o s e  w h U e  o t h e r s  h a v e  a d d e d  a  T e c h n o l o g y  c o m p o n e n t  t o  e x i s t i n g  l o a n  
p r o g r a m s  I n  E d u c a t i o n ,  S m a l l  B u s i n e s s  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  J o b  T r a i n i n g ,  a n d  
A g r i c u l t u r e .

Horn a re  th e se  lo a n s  m a d e ?
L o a n s  t o  d i s a b l e d  p e r s o n s  a r c  m a d e  I n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  w a y s .  M o s t  o f t e n ,  t h e  s t a t e  
a g e n c y  h o l d i n g  t h e  l o a n  f u n d s  h a v e  e l e c t e d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  b a n k s  a n d  o t h e r  
l e n d i n g  t a s d ^ u o n S l i J T i s e ' t j i e t i -  u i o n e y ' U y  g i i a r a n t e e i n g  s o m e  p o r t i o n  ot t h e  
l o a n  o r  L y  " b u y l n g n d o w n "  t h e m t e r e s t  r a t e  o r  p r i n c i p a l  s O  a s  t o  m a k e  
r e p a y m e n t  e a s f t n o r  p e m :  n s  w i t n  r e g u l a r ,  b u t  l i m i t e d  I n c o m e s .  F o u r  s t a t e s  
o p e r a t e  t h e  l o a n  p r o g r a m  d i r e c t l y  a n d  h a v e  c r e a t e d  a  R e v o l v i n g  L o a n  f u n d  
w h i c h  p e r m i t s  t h e  f u n d  t o  b e  r e p l e n i s h e d  b y  t h e  l o o n  p a y m e n t s  t h e m s e l v e s .

A r e  a p p lic a n ts  sc re e n e d  fo r  c re d it u 'o r th in e ss?
Y e s . A l l  s t a t e s  p r o c e s s  a p p l i c a t i o n s  t h e  s a m e  w a y  a  b a n k  d o c s .  I n  i h e  e a r l y  
y e a r s  o f  t h e  l o a n  p r o g r a m  ( 1 9 9 1 )  t w o  s t a t e s  d i d  n o t  r u n  a  c r e d i t  c h e c k  a n d  
e x p e r i e n c e d  a  c a t a s t t p p h i G ^ J a n l L r a l e ,  b u t  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  p a i d  c l o s e  a t t e n t i o n  
t o  t h e  c r e d l t - a n t T l n c o m e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e a p ^ l U a n t s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  o v e r a l l  
d e f a u l t  r t ft e  a s  o f  D e c e m b e r ,  1 9 9 3 .  i s  5 . 2 % .

V  W hsL is  th e  d iffe re n c e  b e tw een  a  re g u la r  b a n k  lo a n  a n d  a n  A ss is te d  
\  L o a n ?

T h e  A s s i s t e d  L o a n  p r o g r a m  p r o v i d e s  c a s h  i n c e n t i v e s  a n d  g u a r a n t e e s  t o  b a n k s  
f o r  l o a n s  t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  n o t  o t h e r w i s e  m a k e  o r .  i f  t h e y  d i d .  w o u l d  c h a r g e  a  
h i g h e r  i n t e r e s t  r a t e  b e c a u s e  m o s t  b o r r o w e r s  w i l l  n e e d  a  l o n g e r  t i m e  t o  p a y  
s u c h  l o a n s  o f f  d u e  t o  I n c o m e  l i m i t a t i o n s .

A re th e re  a m i  u n o e r  lim its  o n  th e  a m o u n t a  p a rso n  ca n  bo rro w ?
Y e s .  M o s t  s t a t e s  h a v e  s e t  a  d o l l a r  l i m i t  o n  e a c h  l o a n  b a s e d  o n  a  n u m b e r  o f  
f a c t o r s :  t h e  a m o u n t  I n  t h e  f u n d  p l u s  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  a p p l i c a n t s  a n d  t h e  a v e r a g e  
c o s t  o f  t h e  t c c h n o l g y  I t s e l f  a r e  a l l  f a c t o r s  t a k e n  I n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  C a p s  o n  
l o a n s  a r e  u s u a l !  s e t  b y  r e g u l a t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  b y  s t a t u t e ,  b e c a u s e  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  c h a n g e  a n d  t h e  l o a n  a d m t r r f s t e r t r a t o r s  n e e d  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  m a k e  
n e c e s s a r y  a d j u s t m e n t s  -  u p  o r  d o w n  q u i c k l y .  T d g h f n o w  t h e  a v e r a g e  l o a n  c a p  
I s  $ 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .

f c  th e r e  <xmi k in d  o f  tech n o lo g y  th e  lo a n  P rogram  w ill n o t fu n d ?
Y e s .  N o n e  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s  w i D  l e n d  m o n e y  t o  p u r c h a s e  a  c a r .  a i r p l a n e ,  o r *  
b o a t .  L o a n s  c a n  b e  m a d e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  c o n f i g u r e  t h e s e  I t e m s  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s
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o f  t h e  d i s a b l e d  p e r s o n  s u c h  o s  a d d i n g  a  w h e e l  c h a i r  l i f t  a n d / o r  b y  I n s t a l l i n g  
h a n d  c o n t r o l s .  W i t h  a  f e w  e x c e p t i o n s ,  t h e s e  a l t e r a t i o n s  a r e  w i t h i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  
$ 5 0 0 0 . 0 0  l i m i t .

Q C %
i s  t t w r v  a  n e e d  f o r  a  l o a n  p r o g r a m  J n J h e J i r K t  p l a c e ? .
P e r s o n s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  o c c u p y  t h e  s a m e  e c o n o m i c  r a n g e  a s  t h e  n o n - d i s a b l e d  
p o p u l a t i o n .  M o s t  ( 6 0 % )  h a v e  a n  a d e q u a t e  I n c o m e  t o  m e e t  m o s t  o f  t h e i r  r e e d s  
a n d  a r c  s u f f i c i e n t l y  a b o v e  t h e  o f f i c i a l  p o v e r t y  l e v e l  t o  p r e v e n t  e q u i p m e n t  e n d  
s e r v i c e s ^ f r o m  b e i n g  p r o v l d e d b y  M e d i c a i d  o r  M e d i c a r e .
T h e r e  f i f a  m i d d l e  W i t h i n  1 2 ^ %  o f  p o v e r t y  l e v e l  a n d  w h o
m a y  q u a l i f y  f o r  s b f f l e  f e r O T c t a  b u t  n o t  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  T h e  b o t t o m  l e v e l  ( 2 1 % )  a r e  
f u l l y  q u a l i f i e d  t o  r e c e i v e  p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e  s e r v i c e s .

I t  I s  t h e  t w o  t u p  g r o u p s  w h o  f i r  1  t h e m s e l v e s  u a b l c  t o  p a y  f o r  a  d e v i c e  o u t r i g h t  
b u t  w h o  c o u l d  w e l l  m a n a g e  t n  r e p a y  a  l o a n  t h a t  c o h e r e d  a  p e r i o d  o f  s i x  t o  
e i g h t e e n  m o n t h s .  T h i s  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s a b l e d  p o p u l a t i o n .  
M a n y  o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e  ( 2 8 % )  h a v e  a c c u m u l a t e d  s o m e  m o n e y  ( 2 0  t o  5 0 % )  t o w a r d  
t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  n e e d  t o  b o r r o w  o n l y  t h e  r e m a i n d e r .

W h a t b e n e ftix , i f  a n y, d o  th e  s ta te  a n d  th e  tenrpayer g e t fro m  su c h  a  
p n p ftn m ?
S e v e r a l .  A s s i s t i v e  T e c h n o l o g y  i s  u s e d  t o  k e e p  d i s a b l e d  p e o p l e  I n d e p e n d e n t  o f » 
f u J )  t i m e  c a i t  i t  a  n u r s i n g  h o m e  o r  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n .  T e c h n o l o g y  i s  a l s o  u s e d  
t o  c o n f i g u r e  a  h o m e  o r  a p a r t m e n t  t o  p e r m i t  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  p e r s o n  t o  
b e c o m e  I n d e p e n d e n t  a n d  f i v e  o n  h i s  o r  h e r  o w n .

h i"  t h ' e  h t m d i T x I n  o f  m i l l i o n *  o f  d o t t e r s  ( S e e t i g  
S e c o n d l y ,  m a n y  d i s a b l e d  p e r s o n s  a r c  a b l e  t o 3
b y  m a s t e r i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o r e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  t e c h n o l o g y  s u c h  a s  c o m p u t e r s  
a n d  t h e  m y r i a d  t a s k s  t h e s e  d e v i c e s  g o v e r n .  C o t t a g e  i n d u s t r i e s  a b o u n d  t n  
e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  f u r n i t u r e  a n d  s m a l l  a p p l i a n c e  r e p a i r  t o  f u l l  s c a l e  a d v e r t i s i n g  
a n d  r e s e a r c h  s e r v i c e s .  O t h e r s  a r e  a b l e  t o  g o  t o  w o r k  b y  g e t t i n g  a  b e t t e r  w h e e l  
c h a i r  o r  b y  h a v i n g  t h e i r  c a r s c o n f l  g u r e d  t o  m e e t  t h e i r  n e e d s .

Fropoeed loan  Program - Cont'd -2-

' T f t j f f l W ' v M K B n

A la s k a  h a s  a  lo t q f  u n iq u e  c o n d itio n s  n o t fo u n d  in  o th e r  s ta te s . H ow  urill 
th e  L o a n  P rogram  w o rk  h ero ?

T h e  A l a s k a  D i v i s i o n  c f  V o c a t i o n a l  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  w i l l  s e r v e  a s  t i  e  o p e r a t o r  o f  
r e c o r d  f o r  t h e  A s s i s t i v e  T e c h n l o g y  l o a n  f u n d .  D V R  h n n  e x t e n s i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  
p r o v i d i n g  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  t o  p e o p l e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
s t a t e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a f f .  D V R  c a n  c a l l  u p o n  t h e  t a l e n t s  o f  
v o l u n t e e r s  w h o  s e r v e  o n  s e v e r a l  a d v i s o r y  b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s  a n d  t h e  
a c t i v e  s u p p o r t  o f  tx l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  e m p l o y e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  b a n k i n g  I n s t i t u t i o n s .  
I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  t h e  D i v i s i o n  h a s  m a d e  s -  e r a !  m a j o r  c h a n g e s  I n  i t s  o p e r a t i n g  
m e t h o d s  I n  an  e f f o r t  t o  b e t t e r  s e r v e  t h e  s a b l e d  c o m m u n i t y  t n  t h e  B u s h  a n d  
t o  m o r e  q u i c k l y  p r o c e s s  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e .
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T e c h  L o a n  P r o g r a m  o n  t h e  l i n e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  d e c i d e  t h i s  y e a r

I f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  O K ’ s  t h e  p r o p o s e d  A s s i s t i v e  T e c h n o l o g y  L o a n  p r o g r a m ,  
A l a s k a  w i l l  J o i n  4 2  o t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  p r o v i d e  l o a n s  f o r  n e e d e d  t e c h n o l o g y  t o  
p e r s o n s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s .

A l a s k a ' s  l o a n  p r o g r a m  w i l l  o f T c x  s o m e  p l u s s e s  f o r  b o r r o w e r s  n o t  n o r m a l l y  
a v a i l a b l e  I n  r e g u l a r  b a n k  l o a n s .  D e p e n d i n g  u p o n  I n d i v i d u a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t h e  
L o a n  F u n d  m a y  g u a r a n t e e  t h e  l o a n  f o r  u p  t o  9 0 %  o f  t h e  f a c e  v a l u e  o r  w i n  l o w e r  
t h e  i n t e r e s t  r a t e  o r  p r i n c i p a l  t h e  b o r r o w e r  h a s  t o  p a y  b y  " b u y i n g  d o w n "  a  
p o r t i o n  o f  e i t h e r .  T h e s e  s p e c i a l  f e a t u r e s  w i l l  p e r m i t  a  l o t  o f  p e o p l e  t o  q u a l i f y  
f o r  n e e d e d  l o a n s .

T h e  L o a n  P r o g r a m  I s  n o t  a  f r e e  r i d e ,  h o w e v e r .  *  B d f T O w e i »  h f t V Q  t o  h a v e  
exhausted or be tadeglbleffctr other forms of cash
M e d i c a i d  a n d  p r e s e n t  a  ' r e a s o n a b l y  d e c e n t  c r e d i t  r a t i n g  p l u s  h a v e  e n o u g h  
i n c o m e  t o  p a y  b a c k  t h e  l o a n .  A  l o t  o f  d i s a b l e d  A l a s k a n s  h a v e  i n c o m e s  a n d  
m a n y  a r e  e m p l o y e d  b u t  t h e y  m a y  n o t  m a k e  e n o u g h  t o  l a y  o u t  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  
t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  a n  a t  o n e  t i m e .  N o n e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  I n  t h i s  g r o u p  a r e  e l i g i b l e  
f o r  p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e .  T h a t ’ s  w h e r e  t h e  l o a n  p r o g r a m  c o m e s  i n a n d  w h y  i t  f i l l s  
a  g a p .

T h e  l o a n  f u n d  w i l l  b e  o p e r a t e d  b y  t h e  D t v l s i o n  o f  V o c a t i o n a l  
R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  w h o  w i l l  d e v e l o p  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  c r e a t e  a n  o p e r a t i n g  c o m m i t t e e  
t o  w o r k  w i t h  b a n k s  a n d  c r e d i t  u n i o n s  a n d  t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  e l i g i b l e  
h e a r s  a b o u t  t h e  p r o g r a m

T h e  c h a n c e s  o f  d i e  l o a n  p r o g r a m ’s  s u c c e s s  I n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  b e  
i n c r e a s e d  I f  p e o p l e  w h o  l i k e  t h e  I d e a  o f  a  l o a n  p r o g r a m  f o r  a s s i s t i v e  t e c h n o l o g y  
w i l l  w r i t e  o r  c a l l  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t n  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e .  T h i s  i s  a  
" p e o p l e "  b i l l  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  w i l l  h a v e  t o  s e e  t l u i l  i t  g e t s  t h e  s u p p o r t  i t  n e e d s .

G e o r g e  H a y n e s  
2 7 G - - 0 8 0 1
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lCrican Council of the Blind. Jessica Beach. 
'<ji S i. NW, Suite 720. Wash.. IY  XX)5.

im-
W

.or a maximum 
who have com*

f - s ? jididate status and

.pplicanu who:
.JTjiLrr.cn! to teach or do research 
U ihVrapy program after complet- 

in j \
•
outcome

♦ k i  new research question ohaddress a previously 
question using a new methodcld^, different sam- 

or a different form of analysis.

Info: Foundation for Physical Therapy. 1&S5 N. Fair* 
fa* S l. Suite 350, Alexandria. VA 22314-154 \  703/684- 
5984.

« the need for measurable treatment

j  J V t O P E f c - P R Q G R A M S

Il(dep< 53co tT iT ing  G roup P r-suades B)inks 
T V M ake  Loans to People with Disabilities

U tm a r  -  A disability advocacy- Indindepeodcm 
living group bcte invokes die Community Rdnvertoect 
Act to persuade local banks to start borne mortgage loan 
programs for people with disabilities.

The Community Reinvestment Act requires banks to 
prove they are making loans to low-mcome minority 
individuals or investing in organizations or initiaoves to 
help them. Banks mtut file annual reports on their CRA 
activities and make diem available to the public.

Most of the time, enforcement of CRA provisions by 
federal regulators is uneven. But when a bank wants 
approval for eerum actions -  for instance, purchasing 
another bank or savings rod loan -  die request triggers 
closer scrutiny by the Office of the Comptroller of the 
Currency.

Atlantis Community requested CRA reports from area 
baoki and found that none of them mentioned people 
with disabilities.

Banks usually interpret the act as applying to racial or 
ethnic minorities, even though people with disabilities are 
one of the poorest minority groups. Karen Tamley. hous­
ing project coordinator, tells DFN. She estimates that 
60-80% of people with disabilities are on low or fixed 
incomes.

When Norwest, one of Colorado's largest banks, re­
quested approval to purchase a savings and loan. Atlantis 
used the opportunity to confront tho bank about its poor 
record of service to the disabled.

Once Atlantis brought the issue to Nutwest'l attention, 
the bank 'negotiated in good faith,' Tamley says. The 2 
groups worked out a program in about a month. Since 
every day that a community group holds up a purchase 
cons money, banks have an incentive to respond quickly

The product of negotiations between Norwest and 
Atlantis was a program offering home mortgage, credit 
and consumer loans with more flexible underwriting 
criteria.

Norwest now offers people with disabilities home 
mortgage loans with: -

♦ No mooey down.
♦ One percent be low  market interest rate.

. • Financing up to S100.000.
♦ No points or origination fees.
♦ 70% loan tn income r . ., rather than 40%. which is 

the normal ratio offered to k income borrowers. Ad in­
tis argued that many people with disabilities already pay 
at much as 70% of their Income for rent.

Since June, Norwest has made nearly S1.4 million 
in borne mortgage loans through the program. The bank/ 
has not bad to foreclose on any of the nearly 40 loans. V ^  

To support people with disabilities who are becoming \  
first-time homeowners. Atlantis Community offers home- /  

.ownership and pre-application counseling, is  well as * 
financial management classes.

Satisfaction with the program isn’t one-sided, Tamley 
tells us. Norwest las  seen a whole new market open up.
It even received an award for its CRA activities.

Atlantis has negotiated similar programs with 2 other 
banks. It's a matter of educating banks about people 
with duthdities. Tamley says.

Banks may look only at people with disabilities' low 
Incomes or view them as dependent, not good prospects 
for loam. And because people with disabilities aren't

c-rr’i*. e itu kj cd • cor r*vM n. tawr .>%«. mo iotio • K>nuAiv
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clustered in low-ineome neighborhood!, banks may not 
regard serving them as part o f  their CXA responsibilities.

But the issues -  lack of employment opportunities and 
segregation -  are the same. Tamley jays. ‘Our ghettos 
are segregated housing projects, nursing homes and tuts 
schools.*

Atlantis Community’s innovative program may be 
about to taste success on a broader scale. Fannie Mae is 
considering becoming a secondary market purchaser of 
the loans, which will give the banks added protection 
against default. Fannie Mae also is interested In seeing 
the program become a national model lo foster indepen­
dent living.

Atlantis is wnting a proposal to Fannie M ae’s foun­
dation for funds to strengthen its horoeownership coun­
seling program and train other disability groups to start 
similar programs.

Info: Karen Tamley, Atlantis Community. 12 Broad­
way. Denver. CO 80203, 303/733-932*.

Beth A braham : Answering the Call 
•or Services In N ew  York G ty

York -  (By CD Publications /tjsff) "One of the 
m o tcd g h ly  recognised innovators m ffforts to link aI- 
fordabWshousing with supportive sendees.* A men can
Ass’n of Homes for the Aging yfys of Bed. Abraham 
Hospital in TXe Bronx.

"What begaivvu a small refiabilitaoon hospital has 
grown into a cam(Xis o f  sudportive bousing, rehabilitative 
care, acute care and bommtinity-baaed programs for the 
old and young with lonVterm illness or disabilities.*

The fadliry was ftnm «d  in 1919 with 39  brds and 
now has 520. It sponsors 2 HJJD Sec. 202 units, with 2 
more buildings bajfg  built or

S apporthre services' program s Nrrolre around 
Comprehensive Care Management, a rtate- and federally- 
funded beaity care pro gum  which promotes independent 
living. Beth/Abraham also offers borne heahh care and 
adult day cpre programs. \

Developing servicea became imperative after ft* bous­
ing staff and volunteer tenant patrol reported maa^rrea- 
dents experienced rapid changes in health. In response, 
management met with each tenant and his or her family 
to assets physical sum s. Tenants choose between servic­
es provided by die fadliry or outside agcnaes. Beth 
Abraham services are open to qualified nonresidents.

3'"gibilicy for the 3 programs -  comprehensive ca re / 
lit day care and home ciro -  is based on criteria . . .  

.n^ state Dep’t of Health and Dcp’t of Social Services.
Staffing for the programs includes 5 physicians, one 

physician assistant. 29 nurses, 6 nursing care coordina­
tor*. r2 nurting attendants, 7 physical therapists, 5 occu­
pational therapists. 2 speech pathologists, 6 recreational 
therapisff, 3 rehabilitative therapists and 11 so/ial work­
ers. \

The Certified Home Health Care program provides 
tenants with medical transportation, case management, 
social work and nursing home care in thpir home follow­
ing hospiiaiiiation. Scm ces are available for all ages.
with either acute or chronic illnesses or disabilities. Beth\
Abraham only 'accepts persons who they believe can live 
as home. \

Currently. Medicare and Medicaid subsidies cover 
cons. Nearly everyone in the program receives some 
form of subsidy. \

\  j
As for coordination , the tenant services manager links 

residents with services.'jhe/e is one full-time manager 
for each of Beth Abraham^* 2 Sec. 202 buildings. An 
advisory committee comprised o f representatives from 
each of the facility's programs meets quarterly to discuss 
resident issues. Tenant service managers have back­
grounds in nonprofit housing development and manage­
ment, social wotk and/planning.

Both housing and ietvices are periodically monitored 
and evaluated, eithej by HUD or'the state. The housing 
services manager meets -with tenants regularly to gauge 
pluses and minuses o f the program.^The manager also 
1 peaks with *ocW workers. A planned information sys­
tem will enable Beth Abraham to raokitor tenant care 
throughout the facility's health care sysfcm

AAKA says/tho facility's success is feartJy due to its 
financial sat 
ability to 
dependent 
is difficult, 
staff 

There

as a large rchafcilitatioA hospital and an 
private funding S enog  Up reimbursable 

(me health care and adult day care programs 
nlets facilities have the space and trained 
in place. v
other mitigating factors. The Comprehensive 

Care Management (CCM) program is barely ccVcffec- 
bve in large d d cs. Also, developing the elderly care 
model (PACTik short for Program of All-Inclusive Care 
for the Sderly ) requires working with state legislators for 
j pedal approval In the past few years. New York’s 
health officials restricted development of new PACE-typc 
projecn

owreo iru t jc n r* *~mj< ts> sm*. u. >•*. wo x»f»• k is u -ov
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STATE I F  ALASKA
DEPARTM ENT O F EDUCATION

CXV tSTO N  G F V O C A T K > U l  R E H L B J U T A T I O N

A S S I S T I V E  T E C H N O L O G I E S  O f-  A l  A S  K A«

Fax T ransm ission: Date: 21-Jan-94
To: Fawn From: Richard Vantreasc
Fax U 4650519 Phone: (907)274-0136
Phone:465-4457
Number of Pages Including Covcr:23 

Subject: AT Loan Bill

Here Is the information I was able to compile myself. We also recently 
did a survey of people with disabilities in the State. Out of those that 
responded, 46% said that they could not get the assistive technology 
device that they needed paid for. If we use the number of people with 
disabilities in Alaska as stated in the ISER study (23978) with the 46%, 
we could suppose that 11030 Alaskans with disabilities might benefit 
from the loan fund.
George Haynes should be submitting further information on Monday, 
unfortunately it won't be ready before then.

W A L T S *  A  H K K E L  G O V E R N O R
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SUMMARY

o v e r  2 0 , 0 0 0  A l a s k a  r e s i d e n t s  c u r r e n t l y  e x p e r i e n c e  a c  l e a s t  o n e  
f o r a  o f  d i s a b i l i t y .  T h i s  e s t i m a t e  i s  b a s e d  o n  a t a i a p h o n e  s u r v e y  
o f  4 , 3 6 4  h o u s e h o l d s  r a n d o m l y  n o l o c t o d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a l l  h o u s e h o l d s  
i n  t h e  s t a t e  O f  A l a s k a . 1 T h e  s u r v e y  wa s  c o n d u c t e d  b e t w e e n  N o v em b e r  
1 0 ,  1 9 9 0  end  J a n u a r y  2 8 ,  1 9 9 1 .  T h e  a c t u a l  e s t i m a t e d  n um be r  o f
p e r s o n s  e x p e r i e n c i n g * a  d i s a b i l i t y  i s  2 2 , 2 2 0 .  G i v e n  p o s s i b l e  r a n d om  
e r r o r s  d u e  t o  s a m p l i n g ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n s  who a r e  d i s a b l e d  may 
b e  a s  l o w  a s  2 0 , 2 3 1  o r  a s  h i g h  a s  2 3 , 9 7 8 . *

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  s u r v e y  d i d  n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  
a s s e s s  t h e  n e e d s  o f  p e r s o n s  who a r e  d i s a b l e d  a n d  l i v e  i n  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s e t t i n g s .
T y p e s  o f  D i s a b i l i t i s s

Among t h o  m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y  r e p o r t e d  d i s a b i l i t i e s  a r e  n o n -  
n e u r o m u s c u l a r  m o b i l i t y  i m p a i r m e n t s ,  a r t h r i t i s ,  h e a r i n g  i m p a i r m e n t s ,  
a n d  l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t i e s  ( s e e  T a b l e  1 )  . O t h e r  d i s a b i l i t i e s  
i n v o l v i n g  a t  l e a s t  2 , 0 0 0  A l a s k a  r e s i d e n t s  I n c l u d e  v i c u a l  
i m p a i r m e n t s ,  c a r d i o v a s c u l a r  o r  p u l m o n a r y  d i s o r d o r s ,  n e u r o m u s c u l a r  
i m p a i r m e n t ,  e m o t i o n a l  d i s a b i l i t y ,  c o m m u n i c a t i v e  d i s a b i l i t y  and h e a d  
l n j u r i s s .
I n d e p e n d e n t  L i v i n g  S e r v i c e s

One o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  g o a l s  o f  p e r s o n s  who a r e  d i s a b l e d  i s  t o  
l i v e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y .  T o  h e l p  p e o p l e - -  a c h i e v e  t h i s  g o a l ,  s t a t e ,  
f e d e r a l  a nd  l o c a l  a g e n c i e s  c u r r e n t l y  o f f e r  s e r v i c e s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  
m e d i c a l  c a r e  t o  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and  j o b  t r a i n i n g .  R e l a t i v e  
n e e d s  f o r  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  c a n  be  a s s e s s e d  i n  c e v e r a l  w a y s .  F i r s t  i s  
t h o  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h o  t o t a l  n u n b o r  o f  p o r o o n s  n o o d l n g  a a c h  s e r v i c e .

' C u r r e n t l y  9 6  p e r c e n t  o f  A l e s k a  h o u s e h o l d s  h a v e  a t e l e p h o n e .  
T h e  e x t e n t  o f  t s l e p h o n o  c o v o r a g o  v a r i o s  w i d e l y ,  b o w o v o r ;  o n l y  a b o u t  
6 0  p e r c e n t  o f  A l a s k a ' s  m o s t  r u r a l  h o u s e h o l d s  h a v e  r e s i d e n t i a l  
t e l e p h o n e  s e r v i c e .  S t a t e w i d e  e s t i m a t e s  b a s e d  o n  t e l e p h o n e  c o n t a c t s  
a r e  l i k e l y  t o  c l o s e l y  m a t c h  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  c o u l d  be  o x p o o t o d  f r o m  
a  s a m p l e  o f  a l l  h o u s e h o l d s .  E s t i m a t e s  f o r  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  
s h o u l d  b e  u s e d  w i t h  c a u t i o n .

*The  r s n g o  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  s i z e  r e f l e c t s  s  9 3  p e r c o n t  c o n f i d e n c e  
i n t s r v e l ,  a s a m p l e  e l s e  o f  4 , 3 C 4  and  a n  o b s e r v s d  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  . 0 4 2  
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  e x p e r i e n c i n g  o n e  o r  s o r e  d i s a b i l i t i e s .
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T ablo  1
Estimated Number of Parsons wlih 

Sokvdod Disabilities

Typa of DUaOffry

N on-N a ur om uKxau Mottuty
Ann mil
Maarfng Impairment 
Looming
VUuaJ Impairment 
Ca/Gio-VaacuiJf-Ptimonary 
Nauromuacu^r 
Emotfona/
Commuwcaove
Ha ad Injtay
Dovolopmamal
Other DiUOaity
Olabotae
Stroke
Seizure
DrugTAJcohor
Inf a c t  0 ^ 1  Disoaaa
Bind
Oaaf
Amputation
AUhalmor'a
Po*o
WfV Poaittve

E idm tlod Number of Peraont wtth Or.« or Mere n :Mp. ■» flt

EltfmatOdNurrhiw

7.75B 
7JQ2 
1414 
1.091 
3.311 
4.794 
3.416 
2.1S3 
2-377 
2.246 
1.902 
1466 
1.666 
1413 
1413 
1.124 

(91 
(91 
432 
369 
348 
216 

<200

22420
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The Gueaoon rtao" i am gotng to *aao to you a ut of &aaout»ea 
(fiat you may nave. F v  a*c* i r t a i  womo you
m# whether v m  ta a a u u * y  rv ti you have

Sowoa: CVMMTK Survey. 1990
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S e c o n d  l a  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n a  v h o s s  n s a d  
f o r  e a o h  s e r v i c e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  u n m e t .  And t h i r d  i a  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  
w h a t  p e r o e n t  o f  t h a  p e r s o n a  n « « d i n g  a o c h  s e r v i c e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  n o t  
r o o e l v i n q  t h o  s e r v i c e  t h e y  n e e d .  E a ch  o f  t h e s e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  i s  
i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h a  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s e r v i c e  p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  a a  
a w h o l e .

M e d i c a l  c a r e ,  d i s a b i l i t y  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  r e c o i v l n g  
b e n e f i t s ,  a d v o c a c y ,  r e c r e a t i o n  t r a n s p o r t ,  n e w s l e t t e r s ,  j o b  
t r a i n i n g ,  c e n t r a l i s e d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  and  c o u n s e l i n g  e a c h  a r e  n e e d e d  
b y  a t  l a a a t  1 0 , 0 0 0  A l a s k a  r e s i d e n t s  who a r e  d i s a b l e d  ( s e e  T a b l e  2 ) ,  
T h e  s e r v i c e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  l a r g e s t  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n s  w i t h  a n  
u n n a c  n o e d  i s  a n a w s l a t t a r  a b o u t  s e r v i c e s  f o r  p e o p l e  w i t h  
d i s a b i l i t i e s . O t h e r  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  n o t  a d e q u a t e l y  
p r o v i d e d  t o  a t  l e a s t  3 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  I n c l u d e  c e n t r a l i z e s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  
b e n e f i t s  a s s i s t a n c e ,  and a d v o c a c y .  2n a n s w e r  t o  t h o  t h i r d  q u e s t i o n  
p o s e d  a b o v e ,  t h a  n o o d s  o f  a t  l e a s t  h a l f  o f  a l l  p a r s o n s  a r e  
c u r r a n t l y  u nm e t  f o r :  n e w s l e t t e r s ,  s u p p o r t  g r o u p s ,  e q u i p m e n t  l o a n s ,  
h e l p  l o c a t i n g  h o u s i n g ,  j o b  c o u n s e l i n g ,  c e n t r a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  s o u r c e ,  
e n d  h e l p  v l t h  h o m o a a k i n g  t a a k a .
A s s i s t i v e  T e c h n o l o g y

T o d a y  many  p e o p l e  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  c o u l d  b e n e f i t  f r o m  t h e  u s e  
o f  e q u i p m e n t  e e p a c i a l l y  d e s i g n e d  o r  a d a p t e d  t o  make  d a i l y  l i f e  
e e e i a r .  T h i s  " a s s i s t i v e  t e c h n o l o g y "  comes  i n  many f o r m a ,  i n c l u d i n g  
r e m o t e  s w i t c h e s ,  s p s c l s l  d o o r s ,  v o i c e  s y n t h e s i z o r s ,  a n d  s p e c i a l  
v a n s .  C e n t r a l l y ,  m o r e  A l a s k a n s  b e l i e v e  t h o y  w o u l d  b e n e f i t  f r o m  
s u c h  d e v l c e a  t h a n  c u r r e n t l y  u s e  th em  ( s e e  T a b l e  3 ) .  W h i l e  a o n e  
3 , 0 0 0  t h i n k  t h e y  w o u l d  b e n e f i t  f r o m  some k i n d  o f  e q u i p m e n t  t h a t  
w o u l d  h e l p  t h em  s e e  o r  h e a r  p e o p l e  i n  f a c e - t o - f a c a  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  
f o r  e x a m p l e ,  1 , 9 0 0  d o  n o t  c u r r a n t l y  u s e  t h a  e q u i p m e n t . 1

O t h e r  f o r m s  o f  a s s i s t i v e  t e c h n o l o g y  f o r  w h i c h  a t  l e a s t  1 , 3 0 0  
A l a s k a  r e a l d a n t s  w o u l d  b e n e f i t  f r o m  u a o  o f  t h e  e q u i p m e n t  I n c l u d e  
l o n g  d i s t a n c e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  a d a p t e d  c o m p u t e r s  f o r  v a r i o u s  u s e s ,  
a n d  b u i l d i n g  m o d i f i c a t i o n s .
A s s i s t i v e  T e c h n o lo g y  S e r v ic e *

R a p i d  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  t y p e s  o f  a s s i s t i v e  t e c h n o l o g y  a v a i l a b l e  
r e p r e s e n t s  b o t h  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  a n d  a b a r r i e r  t o  t h o s e  e x p e r i e n c i n g  
d i s a b i l i t i e s .  N ew ly  a d a p t e d  t e c h n o l o g i e s  s a y  e n a b l e  p e o p l e  t o  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  r a p i d  
c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  new t e c h n o l o g i e s  c a n  o u t p a c e  p u b l i c

* K o r e  d a t a i l e d  r e s u l t s  t o  b e  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  S e c t i o n  I V  sh ow  
t h a t  t h e  m o a t  common r e a s o n  why t h i s  e q u i p m e n t  i s  n o t  u a u d  i a  t h a t  
p e o p l e  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  i t .
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A* m e n t i o n e d  i n  o u r  s u m m a r y ,  m e d i c a l  c a r s ,  d i s a b i l i t y  
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a s s i e t a n c e  i n  rac> i v i n g  b e n e f i t s ,  a d v o c a c y ,  r e c r e a t i o n  
t r a n s p o r t ,  n a w a l a t t a r a ,  j o b  t r a i n i n g ,  c e n t r a l i s e d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a nd  
c o u n s e l i n g  e a c h  a r e  n e e d e d  b y  a t  l a a s t  1 0 , 0 0 0  A l a s k a  r e s i d e n t s  v h o  
a r e  d i s a b l e d .  T h e  s e r v i c e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  l a r g e s t  n u m be r  o f  
p a r s o n s  w i t h  a n  u nm e t  n e e d  i s  a n e w s l e t t e r  a b o u t  s e r v i c e s  f o r  
p e o p l e  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  n o t  
a d e q u a t e l y  p r o v i d e d  t o  a t  l e a s t  5 , 0 0 0  p a o p l a  i n c l u d e  c e n t r a l i s e d  
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  b e n e f i t s  a s s i s t a n c e ,  a n d  a d v o c a c y .  T h e  n e e d s  o f  a t  
l s a s t  h a l f  o f  a l l  p e r s o n s  a r e  c u r r a n t l y  u n m e t  f o r :  n e w a l e t t o r o ,  
s u p p o r t  g r o u p s ,  e q u i p m e n t  l o a n s ,  h e l p  l o c a t i n g  h o u s i n g ,  j o b  
c o u n s e l i n g ,  c e n t r a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  s o u r c e ,  a n d  h a l p  w i t h  h om em ak in g  
t a s k s .

T a b l e  9 p r o f i l e s  i n d e p e n d e n t  l i v i n g  s e r v i c e  n e e d s  b y  r a g i o n .  
T h a  s o u t h c e n t r a l  r a g i o n  i a  d a f i n e d  t o  I n c l u d e  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  
M u n i c i p a l i t y ,  t h e  X e n a i ,  K a t - S u  a n d  K o d i a k  b o r o u g h s ,  a n d  
n o u t h c e n t r a l  c o a s t a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  ( e . g .  C o r d o v a ,  V a l d e 2 , C h o n o g a  
S a y ) .  As  d e f i n e d ,  t h i s  r e g i o n  c o m p r i s e s  5 0  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  
h o u s e h o l d s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  1 2  p e r c e n t  f o r  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  r a g i o n  an d  38  
p e r c e n t  f o r  t h a  r e m a i n d e r  o f  A l a s k a .  T h e  r e g i o n a l  f i g u r e s  i n  T a b l e  
8 g e r e r a l l y  d i f f e r  p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  t o  r e g i o n a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  Viewed 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  u r b a n  and r u r a l  r e s i d e n c e ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  l i v i n g  s e r v i c e  
n e e d s  a r e  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  t o  p o p u l a t i o n  ( s e e  T a b l e  1 0 ) .

W i t h  s e v e r a l  e x c e p t i o n s ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  s e r v i c e  n e e d s  a r e  s h a r e d  
p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  b y  a l l  a g a  g r o u p s  ( s e a  T a t l a  1 1 ) .  Y o u n g  p e o p l e  a r o  
a c r e  l i k e l y  t o  n e e d  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t  l i v i n g  
t r a i n i n g .  T h e  l a r g e  g r o u p  o f  a d u l t s  b e t w e e n  18  a n d  3 9  y e a r s  o l d  
a r a  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  n e e d  j o b  c o u n s e l i n g ,  j o b  t r a i n i n g ,  home 
m o d i f i c a t i o n s ,  h e l p  l o c a t i n g  h o u s i n g ,  a n d  a c c e s s  t o  a s u p p o r t  
g r o u p .  P e r s o n s  o v e r  6 0  a r a  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  n e e d  h e l p  w i t h  h om em ak in g  
t a s k s ,  i n - h o m e  n u r s i n g  c a r e ,  a n d  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  a p e r s o n a l  c a r s  
a t t e n d a n t .

Zn g e n e r a l ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  l i v i n g  s e r v i c e  n o a d a  d o  n o t  d i f f e r  b y  
r a c o  ( s e e  T a b l e  1 2 ) .  T h r e e  e x c e p t i o n s  a p p e a r  t o  be  t h e  t h r e e  l e a s t  
n e e d e d  a a r v l c s s  among  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a s  a w h o l e .  N a t i v e  r e o i d o n t s  
a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  s o r e  l i k e l y  t o  r o p o r t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  h e l p  w i t h  
h om em a k i n g  t a s k a ,  i n - h o m e  n u r s i n g  c a r e ,  a n d  t h a  s e r v i c e s  o f  a 
p e r s o n a l  c a r e  a t t e n d a n t
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