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M E M O R A N D U M

T O :  S e n a t o r  L y d a  G r e e n .  C h a i r m a n ;
S e n a t e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  &  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e

F R O M :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G e n e  T h e r r i a u l t ^ P \ / '

D A T E :  F e b r u a r y  2 8 ,  1 9 9 5

S U B J E C T :  S c h e d u l i n g  o f  H B  3 9

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  H B  3 9 ,  “ A n  a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  
m o b i l e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  p a r a m e d i c s ,  p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t s ,  a n d  e m e r g e n c y  
t e c h n i c i a n s  t o  p r o n o u n c e  d e a t h  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s , "  b e  s c h e d u l e d  
f o r  a  h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  S e n a t e  H e a l t h .  E d u c a t i o n  &  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  
c o m m i t t e e .

H o u s e  B i l l  3 9  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  a d d r e s s  a  s i t u a t i o n  i n  w h i c h  a  p h y s i c i a n  i s  n o t  
i m m e d i a t e l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  p r o n o u n c e  d e a t h ,  d e s p i t e  ‘ i r r e v e r s i b l e  c e s s a t i o n  o f  
c i r c u l a t o r y  a n d  r e s p i r a t o r y  f u n c t i o n s ,  o r  i r r e v e r s i b l e  c e s s a t i o n  o f  a l l  
f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  b r a i n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  b r a i n  s t e m , ’  a s  m i g h t  b e  t h e  c a s e  
i n  r e m o t e  o r  r u r a l  a r e a s .  T i l l s  b i l l  w o u l d  a l l o w  a  m o b i l e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  
p a r a m e d i c ,  p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t ,  o r  a n  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  t e c h n i c i a n  t o  m a k e  
a  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a n d  p r o n o u n c e m e n t  o f  d e a t h ,  i n  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  w h i c h  a  
p h y s i c i a n  i s  u n a v a i l a b l e  f o r  i m m e d i a t e  c o n s u l t a t i o n .  U n d e r  c u r r e n t  l a w ,  
r m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  p e r s o n n e l  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  r e s u s c i t a t i o n  u n t i l  
r e l i e v e d  b y  a  p h y s i c i a n ,  p h y s i c a l l y  e x h a u s t e d ,  o r  u n t i l  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  
b e c o m e s  a  h a z a r d  t o  p e r s o n a l  s a f e t y .  A t t a c h e d  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  a  s p o n s o r  
s t a t e m e n t  a n d  s e c t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  m y  r e q u e s t .
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STATE OF ALASKA
V m - LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Jo. I
Bill*Version: cs hb 39 (hes)
(H) Publish Date: 1/27/95

Revision Oats:
Tide: An Act relating to the authority of mobile in tend/e care

paramedic!. P M .  and EMTi to pronounce death.______
Sponsor: Repa. Therriauit. B. P eril___________________________

Requestor: Home HESS

Expenditures/Revenues:

Dept. Affected: Health and Social Sem'ces 
0 RU: State Health Serrices

Component: State Medical Examiner
COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 293 

See also (SN#):___

(Thouaanda of Dollara!
OPERA TINO FY98 FY97 FYS8 FY99 FYOO FY01

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND A STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

TOTAL OPERA TINO 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0  I

ICAPtTAL EXPENDITURES 0 .0  | 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0  I 0 .0  | 0 .0

CHAN0E3 IN REVENUES 0 .0  | 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0  | 0 .0  | 0 .0

FUND SOURCE ITViouaandt of Oollaral
1C02 Federal Receipta | 1
1003 GF Match 1 ! 1
1004 GF < • i
1C05 GF/Program Receipts •
1000 GF/MHT1A i
Other (Dlaaia acecifv) i

TOTAL 0 .0  I 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0  1 0 .0  1 0 .0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME i 1 I ' 1 1
PART-TIME

1
TEMPOPARY

Eatlmata of an/ currant year IFY9S) cart: 5 0 .0

ANALYSIS: (A ttach  e teosra to  oage if noceasarv)

There is no fiscal impac:.

Ofviaion: Public Health Oata: 0IF24/9SPublic Hratlb --------------- \ _ r  ------ -

K a r ^ d ^ T ^ ivuonrr
Department of Health dr Social Seroces

Approved bv Commieeicfterf I D  k a £ s *i ĵW’du tT rocnm iiaooe r Date: / /  2 ^ " /  ^
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STATE OF ALASKA
1995 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

I’l O U H L  NOTE
BILL . HB 39

Revision Date: _____________________________________

Title: "An Act relating ta the. authority of mobile

-in tensivc-gare anmmnriir.n, to nrnnnnncn d en th ...'

sp o n so r: -Representatives Them nult and B. Davis

R equestor:

D ept. A ffected: 

C om ponent:

P l l b J i c .S a f 2.LV-

A laaka.S ta te  Troopers

Qgiar.hmr.nii

______________________________________________COMPONENT SERIAL NO.

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars) (Inflation no t included)

0 7 9 9

OPERATING FY 9 6 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 0 0 FY 01

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS. CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING -0 - ■0 - -0 - -0 - -0 - •0 -

CAPfTAL EXPENDITURES -0 - ■o. •0 - •0 - -0 - -0 -

QUUSCC M REVENUES ( ) -0 - -0 - -0- •0 - -0 - -0 -
Revenue Coda

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

1 0 0 2  Federal R eceiots

10 0 3  GF M atch

1 0 0 4  GF

10 0 5  GF/Program Receipts

1 0 0 6  GF/MHTIA

O ther

TOTAL -0 - -0 - -0 - -0 - -0 - -0 -

Estim ate of curroni year (FY 95) im pact: $ -0 - l

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (A ttach a sep ara te  page if n ecessary .)
No significant im pact on the A laska S ta te  Troopers.

Prepared By:

Division:

Francis ,C. Allan

Approved by Com m issioner: 

Agency:

Alaska State. Troopers! a t
Phono:

Dato:

D ate: f t f

• I1f>4

Rnnsld L  O tte . Dent, nf Public Safety

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution Information call the Governor's Legislative Office
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'ALASKA
•GISLATIVE SESSION

BILL NO. CS HB 39

Pavilion Data: 
Tltiat

EM T's to pro no mice death.
An act authorizing paramedics. PA's &

Dapt. Affected: 
BRU:

Health and Social Services
State Health Sendees

Spontor: 
R equation

TherriaulL B. Davis
House HES

Component: EMS Training Sc Licensing
COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 297______

See also (SN#):__________

Expandituraa/Ravenuaa: (Thousand* of Oollaril
OPERATING FY96 FY97 FY98 FY99 FYOO FY01

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCaLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERAT1NO 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

(CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 1 1 "  1 I 1

CHANGES IN REVENUES ( 1 I 1 1 " " ' " '  1

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollar*)
1002 Fadaral Racoiptj
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1<>05 GF/Program Receipts 
1000 GF/MHTIA 
Othar (plaaaa roadfvl

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

Ettimate of any currant yaar (FY95) coat: *0.0

A N A LY S IS : lA ttach a sooaratn paqo if necessary)

This bill would help to relieve emotional pressures on paramedics, PA's and EMT's by allowing them to cease prolonged 
resuscitation in cases where it is determined that there is no value in continuing. There is no fiscal impact from this bill.

Peter M. Nakamura, MD. MPH ’ X  )  / l Phono: (907) 465-3090
Public Health . Date: 02/02/95

K arrnT erdue .C om auuloner Date: 3 / c / % Z ~
Department of Health Sc Social Service

Prepared by: 
Divieion:

Approved by Commieeionor: 
Agency:

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call the Govanor's Legislative Office
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R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  

G E N E  T H E R R IA U L T
Mailing Addross' 

MON Cunhm an, Suilo 101 
Fairbanks. Alaska 99701 

(007) 400-0862 

F a x  (907) 488-4271

<Alasha Js&tate JEctjisIaturc
Slalo Capitol 

Juneau. Alaska 

99001-1182 

(907) 465-4707 

Fox (907) 465-3884

J iiu tsc  (§ f  ^Representatives

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  

H B  3 9

Houao D istrict 33

H B  3 9  T h e  a u t h o r i l  ) f  m o b i l e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  p a r a m e d i c s ,  p h y s i c i a n  
a s s i s t a n t s ,  a n d  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  t e c h n i c i a n s  t o  p r o n o u n c e  
d e a t h  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

S P O N S O R :  R e p .  G e n e  T h e r r i a u l t  

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T :

H o u s e  B i l l  3 9  p r o p o s e s  t o  a l l o w  m o b i l e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  p a r a m e d i c s ,  p h y s i c i a n  
a s s i s t a n t s ,  a n d  E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  T e c h n i c i a n s  ( E M T )  t o  d e t e r m i n e  a n d  
p r o n o u n c e  d e a t h  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  R e g i s t e r e d  p h y s i c i a n  
a s s i s t a n t s ,  r e g i s t e r e d  p a r a m e d i c s ,  a n d  c e r t i f i e d  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  
m a y  m a k e  a  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a n d  p r o n o u n c e m e n t  o f  d e a t h  u p o n  d e t e r m i n i n g  
t h a t  a  p e r s o n  h a s  s u f f e r e d  i r r e v e r s i b l e  c e s s a t i o n  o f  c i r c u l a t o r y  a n d  
r e s p i r a t o r y  f u n c t i o n s  w h i l e  a  p h y s i c i a n  i s  n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
c o n s u l t a t i o n  b y  r a d i o  o r  t e l e p h o n e .

C u r r e n t l y ,  w h e n  a  m e m b e r  o f  a n  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  b e g i n s  C P R  t h e y  
a r c  r e q u i r e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  r e s u s c i t a t i o n  u n t i l :  t h e  p e r s o n  r e c o v e r s :  t h e  E M T ,  
p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t ,  o r  p a r a m e d i c  i s  r e l i e v e d  b y  e i t h e r  a  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y  o r  
p h y s i c i a n ;  t h e  r e s p o n d i n g  p a r t i e s  b e c o m e  p h y s i c a l l y  e x h a u s t e d  a n d  n o  
l o n g e r  a b l e  t o  c o n t i n u e ;  t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  s a f e t y  i s  s e r i o u s l y  t h r e a t e n e d ;  o r  a  
p h y s i c i a n  p r o n o u n c e s  t h e  p e r s o n  d e a d .

M a n y  t i m e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r u r a l  A l a s k a ,  p h y s i c i a n s  a n d  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  
n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  a v a i l a b l e ,  a n d  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  r e s p o n s e  m e m b e r s  a r e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  u n p r o d u c t i v e  r e s u s c i t a t i o n  f o r  s e v e r a l  h o u r s .

H B  3 9  w o u l d  a l l o w  a n  E M T ,  p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t ,  o r  p a r a m e d i c  t o  d e c l a i c  
d e a t h  i n  s i t u a t i o n s  w h e r e  a  p h y s i c i a n  i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e .  T h i s  w i l l  h e l p  
e m e r g e n c y  r e s p o n s e  t e a m s  t o  b e t t e r  a t t e n d  t o  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  
n e e d s  o f  A l a s k a .
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R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  

G E N E  T H E R R IA U L T
.Mwling Addioes:

119 N. Cushman, Suilo 101 

Fairbanks. Alaska 99701 

(007) 488-0862 

Fax (907) 400.4271

.A laska  .S tatu X c y is ln tu r

(jw m

R o use  © f  R epresentatives

Wltil* in Jim* .hi

Stole Capitol 

Junoau. Ainnk/j 

99001-1102 

(907)465-4797 

Fax (907) 465-3084

Hou s o  Dislrid 33

3.ECT1QNAI  ANALYSIS 

H B  3 9

H B  3 9  T h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  m o b i l e  I n t e n s i v e  c a r e  p a r a m e d i c s ,  p h y s i c i a n  
a s s i s t a n t s ,  a n d  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  t e c h n i c i a n s  t o  p r o n o u n c e  
d e a t h  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

S P O N S O R :  R e p .  G e n e  T h e r r i a u l t

S E C T I O N  1 :

T h i s  s e c t i o n  m a k e s  a  t e c h n i c a l  a m e n d m e n t  t o  A S  0 9 . 6 5 . 1 2 0  D E F I N I T I O N  
O F  D E A T H ,  t o  a d d  m o b i l e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  p a r a m e d i c s ,  p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t s ,  
a n d  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  t e c h n i c i a n s  t o  t h e  l i s t  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  m a y  
p r o n o u n c e  d e a t h .

S E C T I O N  2 :

S e c t i o n  2  o f  H B  3 9  p r o p o s e s  n e w  l a n g u a g e ,  A S  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 9  A U T H O R I T Y  T O  
P R O N O U N C E  D E A T H ,  w h i c h  i n t r o d u c e s  d e t a i l e d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i n  w h i c h  a  
r e g i s t e r e d  m o b i l e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  p a r a m e d i c ,  r e g i s t e r e d  p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t ,  
o r  a  c e r t i f i e d  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  t e c h n i c i a n  m a y  d e t e r m i n e  a n d  p r o n o u n c e  
t h e  d e a t h  o f  a  p e r s o n .

T h e  p a r a m e d i c ,  p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t ,  o r  E M T  m a y  p r o n o u n c e  a  p e r s o n  d e a d  
w h e n  a  p h y s i c i a n  i s  n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  b y  r a d i o  o r  
t e l e p h o n e  a n d  t h e y  h a v e  d e t e r m i n e d ,  b y  “ a c c e p t a b l e  m e d i c a l  s t a n d a r d s , "  
t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  h a s  s u f f e r e d  i r r e v e r s i b l e  c e s s a t i o n  o f  c i r c u l a t o r y  a n d  
r e s p i r a t o r y  f u n c t i o n s .  T h e  E M T  o r  p a r a m e d i c  w h o  d e t e r m i n e s  a n d  
p r o n o u n c e s  d e a t h  m u s t  b e  a n  a c t i v e  m e m b e r  o f  a  c e r t i f i e d  e m e r g e n c y  
m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e .

T h e  p a r a m e d i c ,  p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t ,  o r  E M T  w h o  d e t e r m i n e s  t h e  d e a t h  s h a l l  
d o c u m e n t  t h e  c l i n i c a l  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a n d  p r o n o u n c e m e n t  o f  
d e a t h  a n d  n o t i f y  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  m e d i c a l  d i r e c t o r  a s  s o o n  a s  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  c a n  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d .

P r o p o s e d  A S  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 9  ( d )  ( 1 )  g i v e s  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  “ a c c e p t a b l e  m e d i c a l
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s t a n d a r d s "  a s  i n j u r i e s  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  l i f e ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  r i g o r  m o r t i s ,  
t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  p o s t  m o r t e m  l i v i d i t y ,  o r  a  f a i l u r e  t o  s h o w  s i g n s  o f  
s p o n t a n e o u s  p u l s e  o r  r e s p i r a t o r y  f u n c t i o n s  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  “ p r o p e r l y  
a d m i n i s t e r e d  r e s u s c i t a t i o n  e f f o r t s . "  I n j u r i e s  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  l i f e  a r e  
d e f i n e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a s  c a r d i a c  a r r e s t  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  i n c i n e r a t i o n ,  
d e c a p i t a t i o n ,  o p e n  h e a d  i n j u r y  w i t h  l o s s  o f  b r a i n  m a t t e r ,  o r  d e t r u n c a t i o n .

P r o p o s e d  A S  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 9  ( d )  ( 3 )  d e f i n e s  “ p r o p e r l y  a d m i n i s t e r e d  r e s u s c i t a t i o n  
e f f o r t s "  a s  a t  l e a s t  3 0  m i n u t e s  o f  C P R  o n  a  n o n - h y p o t h e r m i c  p a t i e n t  w h e n  a  
p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  p e r f o r m  a d v a n c e d  c a r d i a c  l i f e  s u p p o r t  t e c h n i q u e s  i s  
n o t  a v a i l a b l e .  W h e n  a  p a t i e n t  i s  h y p o t h e r m i c  a t  l e a s t  6 0  m i n u t e s  o f  C P R  i n  
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  r e w a r m i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  I s  r e q u i r e d  a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  
c u r r e n t  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  H y p o t h e r m i a  a n d  C o l d  W a t e r  N e a r - D r o w n i n g  
G u i d e l i n e s  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  P u b l i c  H e a l t h .  A  m i n i m u m  o f  3 0  
m i n u t e s  o f  C P R  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  p r o p e r l y  p e r f o r m e d  a d v a n c e d  l i f e  s u p p o r t  
t e c h n i q u e s  w o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  w h e n  a  p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  p r o v i d e  s u c h  
s e r v i c e s  i s  p r e s e n t .
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Representative Gene Therriault 
ATTN: FRANK SPAULDING 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol (MS3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
D ear F rank :

Interior Region Emergency Medical Services strongly endorses HB 39 as critically 
legislation for the pre-hospital emergency medical ctrc providers o f Alaska.
In many areas o f Alaska, no physician or coroner is immediately available to determine 
and pronounce the death o f a patient. Meanwhile, significant effort and resources are 
expended on resuscitation efforts that arc clearly futile - this fact frequently precipitates 
unrealistic expectations on the part o f the pre-hospital provider as well as the family of 
the patient. It is especially true in isolated, rural settings where the combination o f 
inadequate transportation and/or communication make it impossible to gain access to a 
higher level o f medical care.
The objective o f the proposed legislation (HB 39), is to ensure that all patients receive 
appropriate emergency care, including resuscitation efforts, while at the same time 
allowing EMT’s and paramedics to determine and pronounce death in circumstances 
where either starting or continuing a resuscitation effort arc likely to be futile. Although 
EMT’s and paramedics will need limited additional training, the bill clearly defines the 
setting under which resuscitation may stop as well as the records that arc required to 
document the death. This bill will remove the mandate for EMT’s and paramedic to 
initiate and continue extensive resuscitation efforts (over periods o f hours) on a dead 
patient or a patient who may have been dead, by giving the decision to pronounce death 
to the medical care provider (EMT or paramedic) on the scene. It will also alleviate the 
personal anguish and physically taxing responsibility o f the medical provider who 
provides definitive patient care on a person that the provider knows has expired, but who 
may not stop for fear o f litigation.
HB 39 is good legislation and excellent public policy.

Craig R. I^wis 
Executive Director
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1 7 1 0  3 0 t h  A v e n u e  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 9  

( 9 0 7 )  4 7 9 - 5 6 7 2

D a v id  L. Tyler 
P r e s id e n t

F e b r u a r y  9 ,  1 9 9 5

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G e n e  T h e r r i a u l t  
H o u s e  D i s t r i c t  3 3  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  R o o m  4 2 1  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T h e r r i a u l t ,

A t  t h e  F e b r u a r y  8 ,  1 9 9 5  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  F i r e  C h i e f s  A s s o c i a t i o n  w c  v o t e d  
u n a n i m o u s l y  t o  s u p p o r t  H o u s e  B i l l  3 9 .  W e  a l l  f e e l  t h i s  i s  a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  b i l l  t h a t  i s  
l o n g  o v e r  d u e .

B e i n g  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  m e d i c a l  u n i t s  w e  a l l  r e a l i z e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  g i v i n g  o u r  p a t i e n t s  
e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  c h a n c e  t o  s u r v i v e .  A l l  t o  o f t e n ,  t h o u g h ,  w e  f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  w i t h  h o p e l e s s  
s i t u a t i o n s .  H a v i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  t r e a t m e n t  t o  t h e  o b v i o u s l y  d e c e a s e d  c r e a t e s  t w o  s p e c i f i c  
p r o b l e m s .

R e l a t i v e s  o f  t h e  d e c e a s e d  c a n  u s u a l l y  t e l l  w h e n  t h e r e  i s  n o  h o p e  l e f t .  W h e n  w c  a r e  
f o r c e d  b y  l a w  t o  s t a r t  t r e a t m e n t  t h i s  p u t s  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  h a r d s h i p  o n  t h e  s u r v i v o r s .
C P R  a n d  a d v a n c e d  l i f e  s u p p o r t  e f f o r t s  a r c  n o t  p r e t t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  i t  i s  y o u r  l o v e d  
o n e  t h a t  i s  b e i n g  t r e a t e d .

I t  a l s o  p u t s  t h e  m e d i c a l  s t a f f  t r e a t i n g  t h e  p a t i e n t  i n  a  d i f D c u l L p o s i t i o n ^ . T r e a t i n g  
s o m e o n e  w h o  i a  o b v i o u s l y  d e c e a s e d  i s  v c i y  s t r e s s f u l .  Y o u  k n o w  t h e r e  i s  n o  h o p e ,  b u t  
y o u  s t i l l  h a v e  t o  t r e a t  t h e  p a t i e n t .  P l u s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  c a n  a n d  s o m e t i m e  d o c s  c a u s e  
c o n f l i c t  b c t v ' c c n  t h e  s u r v i v o r s  a n d  t h e  m e d i c s .  S t r e s s  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  e m e r g e n c y  
s e r v i c e s  p e r s o n n e l  i s  a  v e r y  r e a l  c o n c e r n .

A s  F i r e  C h i e f s  w e  f e e l  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  H o u s e  B i l l  3 9  w i l l  h e l p  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  
r e s p o n d e r s  i n  o u r  s t a t e  p r o v i d e  a  m u c h  b e t t e r  s e r v i c e .



I  a m  a l s o  g o i n g  t o  b e  t a l k i n g  w i t h  C h i e f  B i l l y  H a r r i s ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  F i r e  C h i e f s  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  m a t t e r .  A s  t h e  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  C h i e f s  L e g i s l a t i v e  
A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  I  f e e l  v e i y  c o n f i d e n t  y o u  w i l l  h a v e  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  a s  w e l l .

I n  c l o s i n g  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h i s  b i l l .  P l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  
m e  a t  a n y  t i m e  s h o u l d  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s .

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

D a v i d  L .  T y l e r  
P r e s i d e n t



A l a s k a  a c a d e m y  o f  p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t s

To: Rep. Cynthiu Toohcy, Chairman
Health, Education, und Social Services Committee 
House of Representatives 
State of Alaska

From: Alaska Academy of Physicinn Assistants

Re: House Bill 39

The Alaska Academy of Physician Assistants is in support of House Bill 39. Thi3  bill will give 
the authority to Physician Assistants to pronounce death. While in urban arcus where physicians, 
coroners, and law enforcement personnel are available, pronouncement of death is not a 
problem. But since our State is mainly rural and these personnel are often not availublc in the 
bush, it becomes an issue. A number of villages and remote industrial work sites have Physician 
.Assistants available to perform the duty of pronouncment of death.

Please give you support for this bill.

S i n c e r e l y ,

President Elect
Alaska Academy of Physician Assistants
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• Joey Peyton still remembers 
the day he tried to resuscitate the 
victim of a plane crash near the 
Bethel Airport. . :

The emergency medical techni­
cian arrived to find a man man­
gled beyond recognition, bleeding 
profusely, with bone fragments 
jutting from his body.

But since there was a. Heart­
beat. Peyton had to try to get air 
into his lungs and intravenous Quid 
into his bloodstream.

It didn't work.
"Air was blowing, out holes in 

his chest and holes in his head and 
- holer. hrJhsithroat.i'- said .Peyton, 
an emergency medical trainer now 
based in Delta Junction. '.“The guy 
was obviously, hopelessly dead. In 
fact, be was bleeding IV Quid by 
the time the rescue heiicoptei got 
there."

Resuscitation, however, had to 
continue since there was no one 
present with sufficient medical au­
thority to declare the man dead.

That would change under a bill 
that proposes giving some rescue 
crew workers the power to pro­
nounce death.

House Bill 473 would end the ob­
ligation to continue fruitless resus­
citation efforts when a doctor or 
other authority could not be 
reached to verify death, said spon­
sor Rep. Gene Themault, a NorJi 
Pole Republican.

Giving paramedics and emer­
gency medical technicians the 

Pl««*« mmi Bill, b a c k  p a g a

Bill...
C ontinued  from  P aga  1

power to declare death would less­
en trauma to loved ones as well as 
rescue workers, said Janet North, 
a Galena EMS coordinator who 
was involved in an unsuccessful 
five-hour resuscitation effort last 
weekend in the community.

"It was pretty distressful to the 
family and to us." North told a 
House Health, Education and So­
cial Services Committee hearing 
this week.

At the hearing, rescue workers 
from Ketchikan to Fort Yukon told 
lawmakers of dozens of hours-long 
resuscitation efforts that should 
have never taken place.

"Prolonged resuscitation is a 
mindless and barbaric tradition 
that will be broken by passing this 
bill." said Peyton, who now works 
with a rescue team thal resconcs 
to accidents along the Alaska 
Highway. The incident ‘n Bethel 
occurred about five years ago.

The bill does not give rescue 
workers permission to declare 
death in any situation.

It defines conditions, such as 
rigor mortis, that can be used to 
proclaim death. It also takes into 
account cases of drowning and 
hypothermia, where extended 
medical attention can revive a 
seemingly dead victim.

If the bill passes, additional de­
tails would also be added, 
Therriault said.

"I envision there would be some 
regulatory Qeshing out of this so it 
became real clear to the EMS pro­
vider when they did have this au­
thority and when they didn't," he 
told the committee before it 
passed out the bill.

Intent language attached to the 
bill also calls for emergency medi­
cal technicians and paramedics to 
receive additional training tn rec­
ognizing signs of death.

The bill, recently endorsed by 
an Alaska Slate Medical Associa­
tion's panel, would mostly affect 
rescue workers m rural areas 
wi.*re it can be hard to reach or lo­
cate 1 person with the authority to 
procL'm death.

But it would also be practical in 
Juneau and other cities, where air 
ambulance workers are some­
times required to continue resusci­
tation after a patient Is beyond any 
chance of recovery, said Steve Dia. 
Capital City Fire-Rescue EMS 
captain.

"Significant amounts of money 
could be saved by allowing the pre- 
hospital advisers to stop a resusci­
tation in the field," Iha said.




