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T O :  S e n a t o r  L y d a  G r e e n ,  C h a i r
S e n a t e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  &  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e
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D A T E :  M a r c h  2 7 ,  1 9 9 6

R E :  H B  3 0 :  R e l a t i n g  T o  A  D r e s s  C o d e  F o r  H u b l i c  S c h o o l s

I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  r e q u e s t  a  h e a r i n g  f o r  H B  3 0  i n  t h e  S e n a t e  H e a l t h .  
E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  a t  y o u r  e a r l i e s t  c o n v e n i e n c e .  
A t t a c h e d  p l e a s e  f i n d  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  s p o n s o r  
s t a t e m e n t ,  z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e  a n d  b a c k u p  m a t e r i a l s .

A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E
711, w  n II K i l l  AVI M III Mil 

AM 11< )KA(,t Al ASKA 'l'i ,i)l 
I 'K ir i  . ' ‘,11 HIM l .u  I'KI’ I I ' l l t  III 7 |

SI A ll C Al'IIOI 
|l S I All, Al ASKA'I'IIKU I III.' 

'•Mi:* 41, *, 1117*,
I AV 4V III



F I S C A L  N O T E

No. 2

BUI Version: HB 30

STATE OF ALASKA
1996 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision Oate _____________

( H )  P u b i i s f T  D a t e :  2 / 1 6 / 9 6

Department Affected- Education

Title School PfgSS.CfldflL 9RU: faK uittftA dm iniaraiioq.
Component: Commissioner*. Qffjre

Sponsor: Rgflrgse.ntairrs B e tr /e .g a /g —  
Requester: Representative Bettve. Davis

E x p e n d i t u r e s .  R e v e n u e s :

COMPONENT SERIAL NO.
Thousands of Dollars)

185

OPERATING FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY OO FY 01 FY 02
PERSONAL SERVICES 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 00 00
TRAVEL I I
CONTRACTUAL I
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
l a n d  & st r u c t u r e s

GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 00 00 0.0 00 00 I

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES

FUNO SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
10Q2 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts ' 1

Other
TOTAL 00 00 00 00

oooo

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

1 ..
1

1 i
Estimate of current year (FY96) impact. S Q.Q

ANALYSIS. (Aracn a  separate pace <t necessary)
Passage of this legislation wiR have no fiscal impact cn toe Department cf Education
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S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  

H B  3 0 :  A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  a  d r e s s  c o d e  f o r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s

H B  3 0  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  t o o l  f o r  s c h o o l  
d i s t r i c t s  t o  u s e  i n  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  o f  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t e a c h ­
e r s .  T h e  b i l l  i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  A l a s k a  S c h o o l  B o a r d s  t h e  
A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  a n d  t h e  K o d i a k  I s l a n d  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t .

H B  3 0  i s  a  r e s p o n s e  t o  g a n g - r e l a t e d  b e h a v i o r .  G a n g s  i n  A l a s k a ,  a s  i n  
t h e  l o w e r  4 8 ,  u s e  c l o t h i n g  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e .  I n  t h e  K o d i a k  s c h o o l s ,  f o r  
e x a m p l e ,  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  v i o l e n t  f i g h t s  i n v o l v i n g  w e a p o n s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  
w h o  i s  w e a r i n g  w h a t  c o l o r s .  U n i f o r m s  g o  a  l o n g  w a y  t o w a r d  p r o v i d i n g  a  
n e u t r a l  c o a t  o f  a r m s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  w h o s e  c l o t h i n g  m i g h t  o t h e r w i s e  m a k e  
t h e m  t a r g e t s .

T h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  A l a s k a  S c h o o l  B o a r d s  h a s  s a i d
t h a t :

T o  a d d r e s s  s o m e  o f  t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s ,  
s c h o o l s  m u s t  b e  g i v e n  t h e  t o o l s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  p o l i c i e s  w h i c h  
p r o m o t e  o p t i m u m  e d u c a t i o n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t s  a n d  p r o t e c t  t h e  
h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  o f  k i d s  a n d  t e a c h e r s .  I n  o u r  o p i n i o n ,  H B  3 0  
d o e s  t h i s .

A d o p t i n g  a  s c h o o l  u n i f o r m  p o l i c y  w o u l d  b e  v o l u n t a r y  u n d e r  H B  3 0 .  
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  p a r e n t s  w o u l d  h a v e  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  e x c l u d e  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  
w e a r i n g  u n i f o r m s .  I t  h a s  b e e n  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  i n  o t h e r  
s t a t e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  f e w  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  c h o s e n  t o  o p t  o u t  o f  t h e s e  v e r y  
s u c c e s s f u l  p r o g r a m s .

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

n*. w FOURTH axe ai nE 140 
ANC HORAGE. Al ASKA ‘>'1501 

.’ 5A HIM fj» 190*1 .’ »« «iri
SfAti CAPITOt 

It'ilAU , a ia s k a  99 IIIH i in : 
(9071 465-UI7S 

FAX 907.4*>'. 4*.M l

A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E



I n  C h a r l e s t o n  C o u n t y ,  S . C . ,  f o r  e x a m p l o ,  w h e r e  n e a r l y  h a l f  t h e  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l s  h a v e  a d o p t e d  v o l u n t a r y  u n i f o r m  p o l i c i e s ,  e d u c a t o r s  p r a i s e  t h e i r  
l e v e l i n g ,  e g a l i t a r i a n  e f f e c t .  T h e  s t u d e n t s  t a k e  p r i d e  i n  t h e i r  s t u d i e s ,  
v i e w i n g  s c h o o l  a s  a  p l a c e  o f  w o r k  r a t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  s o m e w h e r e  t o  h a n g  o u t  
w i t h  f r i e n d s .

I n  t h e  L o n g  B e a c h ,  C a l .  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  5 6  e l e m e n t a r y  
a n d  1 4  m i d d l e  s c h o o l s ,  a d o p t i n g  a  s c h o o l  u n i f o r m  p o l i c y  r e d u c e d  p h y s i c a l  
f i g h t s  b y  5 1 % ,  a s s a u l t  a n d  b a t t e r y  c a s e s  b y  3 4 % ,  a n d  s u s p e n s i o n s  b y  3 2 % .
I n  a  r e c e n t  n a t i o n w i d e  s u r v e y  o f  5 , 5 0 0  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  p r i n c i p a l s ,  7 0 %  
s a i d  t h e y  b e l i e v e  u n i f o r m s  w o u l d  r e d u c e  v i o l e n c e .

H B  3 0  a l s o  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e q u i r e  
s t u d e n t s  t o  w e a r  j n i f o r m s ,  m u s t  f i r s t  d e t e r m i n e  t h a t  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  
a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a s s i s t  e c o n o m i c a l l y  d i s a d v a n t a g e d  s t u d e n t s .  I t  h a s  b e e n  
t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  m a n y  p a r e n t s  t h a t  p r o v i d i n g  t h r e e  u n i f o r m s  p e r  y e a r  f o r  
a  c h i l d  i s  f a r  l e s s  e x p e n s i v e  t h a n  p u r c h a s i n g  f a s h i o n a b l e  c l o t h i n g .
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M a r c h  1 1 ,  1 9 9 6

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  B e t t y e  D a v i s  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u .  A K  9 9 8 0 1 * 1 1 8 2

fff c e / v e  o
1 2

m a r  1

■Vil.

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i s :

A l a s k a ’ s  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  c a n  s p e n d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  d o l l a r s  a v e r t i n g  l i t i g a t i o n  
d u e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  A l a s k a  s t a t u t e  n e g l e c t s  t h e  i s s u e  o f  d r e s s  c o d e s  i n  
s c h o o l s .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t o d a y ' s  p r o b l e m s  a r e  b e i n g  b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  s c h o o l s .  T h i s  
r e q u i r e s  t h a t  s c h o o l s  b e  g i v e n  t h e  t o o l s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  p o l i c i e s  w h i c h  p r o m o t e  
o p t i m u m  e d u c a t i o n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t s  a n d  p r o t e c t  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  o f  
k i d s  a n d  t e a c h e r s .  H B  3 0  p r o v i d e s  l a n g u a g e  w h i c h  a l l o w s  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  
t o  a v o i d  e x p e n s i v e  l i t i g a t i o n  b r o u g h t  b y  a t t o r n e y s  w h o  p u r s u e  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n f l i c t s  r e l a t e d  t o  s c h o o l  d r e s s  c o d e s .

A A S B  e n c o u r a g e s  y o u  t o  s u p p o r t  H B  3 0  -  ~ A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  a  d r e s s  c o d e  
f o r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s " T h i s  b i l l  p r o t e c t s  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  o f  A l a s k a ’ s  
c h i l d r e n ,  m a i n t a i n s  a n d  e m p o w e r s  l o c a l l y  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s ,  c o u l d  s a v e  
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t h e  t i m e  a n d  m o n e y  e x p e n d e d  b y  l i t i g a t i o n ,  a n d  h a s  a  z e r o  
f i s c a l  n o t e  a t t a c h e d .  T h i s  b i l l  h e l p s  s c h o o l s .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  A l a s k a ' s  
c h i l d r e n .

S i n c e r e l y .

f i e , /

C a r l  F .  N .  R o s e  
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E
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M a r c h  1 1 .  1 9 9 6

RECEIVED

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  B e t t y e  D a v i s  M A R  1  9, i q q f ;
R m .  # 4 3 0
A l a s k a  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  f lns “ ....................................
J u n e a u .  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i s :

O n  b e h a l f  o f  a l l  A l a s k a n  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ,  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  i n i t i a t i n g  H B  3 0  B e c a u s e  
o f  y o u r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  o f  A l a s k a ' s  c h i l d r e n ,  y o u  a d d r e s s e d  
t h e  s t a t u t o r y  n e e d  t o  e m p o w e r  l o c a l  b o a r d s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  t o  i m p l e m e n t  s c h o o l  
d r e s s  c o d e s  Y o u r  w o r k  h a s  b r o u g h t  t h i s  i s s u e  t o  t h e  f o r e f r o n t .

A s  y o u  a r e  w e l l  a w a r e ,  n a t i o n a l l y ,  d r e s s  c o d e s  h a v e  a c h i e v e d  d r a m a t i c  r e s u l t s  
i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  k i d s  L a s t  y e a r ,  o n e  u r b a n  s c h o o l  d i s t n c t .  ( w i t h  5 6  e l e m e n t a r y  a n d  
1 4  m i d d l e  s c h o o l s ) ,  a d o p t e d  a  p o l i c y  w h i c h  r e d u c e d  p h y s i c a l  f i g h t s  b e t w e e n  
k i d s  b y  5 1 % .  a s s a u l t  a n d  b a t t e r y  c a s e s  d r o p p e d  b y  3 4 % .  a n d  t h e r e  w e r e  3 2 %  
f e w e r  s u s p e n s i o n s .  I n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t ,  l i k e  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  H B  3 0 .  p a r e n t s  h a v e  t h e  
o p t i o n  o f  e x c u s i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  S o  f a r .  o n l y  a  s m a l l  
p r o p o r t i o n  o f  p a r e n t s  h a v e  e x e r c i s e d  t h i s  o p t i o n .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t o d a y ' s  p r o b l e m s  a r e  b e i n g  b r o u g h t  i n t o  o u r  s c h o o l s .  T o  a d d r e s s  
s o m e  o f  t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s ,  s c h o o l s  m u s t  b e  g i v e n  t h e  t o o l s  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  p o l i c i e s  w h i c h  p r o m o t e  o p t i m u m  e d u c a t i o n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t s  a n d  
p r o t e c t  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  o f  k i d s  a n d  t e a c h e r s  I n  o u r  o p i n i o n .  H B  3 0  d o e s  
t h i s .

T h i s  b i l l  r e p r e s e n t s  a  s t r a i g h t  f o r w a r d  a p p r o a c h  t o  p r o v i d i n g  s c h o o l s  w i t h  t h e  
n e c e s s a r y  t o o l s  t o  e d u c a t e  o u r  c h i l d r e n  i n  a  s a f e  a n d  p r o d u c t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t  
T h a n k s  f o r  y o u r  a d v o c a c y  o n  b e h a l f  o f  A l a s k a ' s  c h i l d r e n  a n d  s c h o o l s

S i n c e r e l y .

7 ' p - i M

N o r m  W o o t e n  
P r e s i d e n t



A S S O C IA T IO N  O F  A L A S K A  S C H O O L  B O A R D S
3I6WOST u rn  Site©* Ajneou. A toka W80I-1510 • TcH TOT) W6-I063 • Fa* < W ) 556-2W6

A d vo cates fo r A la s k a 's  Youth

OFFICERS
•■’"evotNt 
Norman 0  Wooten 
Kodiak Island
o tS '0 £N T e lec t 

Ricfwird M.iuar 
DaiiaGreoiy

.C«f*»n«Ti>(ASijPEn 
Mjniyn Leany 
/ado /

VOENT

Diana Herscnbach 
Ma!anu$ka-Su»rlna

D IRECTO RSI's.-K+ArA 
-C n a ir«  Forro il

••■cctuoc
=eggy Roonson V//son

»v* -rt v  v<  s 
B»j' B'fndOO
M » T rtS n u .T

Cunmnflham

■*o
R a j Trxfcodoau

.•o n a  Lmooff

♦r*ui n<(*<su» 
M tiA m oG row
• v S M
.tflW o rjin

R.'l

c v« Ban'

AASB Position Paper  
HB 30, An Act Relating to a Dress Code for Public

S c h o o ls

C u r r e n t l y  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  i n  A l a s k a  s t a t u t e  w h i c h  p r o h i b i t s  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  
f r o m  a d o p t i n g  a n d  e n f o r c i n g  s t u d e n t  d r e s s  c o d e s  i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .

A A S B  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  a p p r o p r i a t e  d r e s s  a n d  g r o o m i n g  c o n t n b u t e  t o  a  p r o d u c t i v e  
l e a r n i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  A l a s k a ' s  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  g i v e  p r o p e r  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  p e r s o n a l  c l e a n l i n e s s  a n d  t o  w e a r  c l o t h e s  t h a t  a r e  s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h e  
s c h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  p a r t i c i p a t e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  s t u d e n t ' s  c l o t h i n g  a n d  
g r o o m i n g  s t y l e s  m u s t  n o t  p r e s e n t  a  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  h a z a r d  t o  t h e  w e a r e r  o r  
o t h e r s  n o r  s h o u l d  it d i s t r a c t  f r o m  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s

A A S B  s u p p o r t s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  w o u l d :
•  c o n t i n u e  t o  a l l o w  e a c h  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  d i s t n c t  t o  a d o p t  a  d r e s s  c o d e ;
•  p r o v i d e  g u i d e l i n e s  t o  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  d i s t n c t s  w h o  w i s h  t o  a d o p t  s c h o o l  

u n i f o r m s ;  a n d
•  h e l p  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  d i s t o r t s  a v o i d  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n f l i c t s ,  

w h i c h  h a v e  a n s e n  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s ,  w h e n  l o c a l  b o a r d s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a d o p t  
p o l i a e s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  d r e s s  c o d e s  a n d / o r  s c h o o l  u n i f o r m s

A A S B  s u p p o r t s  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  p r o v i d e  l o c a l  b o a r d s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  
w r t h  t h e  t o o l s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a n d / o r  
t e a c h e r s  o f  t h e  d i s t o r t .  I f  l o c a l  f a m i l i e s ,  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  
l e a d e r s  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  c o u l d  b e  i n c r e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  
a  s c h o o l  d r e s s  c o d e  o r  u n i f o r m ,  t h e n  t h e  l a w  s h o u l d  s u p p o r t  t h e  e f f o r t s  a n d  
d e s i r e s  o f  t h a t  d i s t o r t
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K o d i a k  I s l a n d  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l  District

To the Honorable Alan A u sternum,

I a m  p le a s e d  to  k n o w  that y o u  a re  c o -s p o n s o r in g  H B 3 0  re g a rd in g  d re ss  c o d e s . T h is  p ie c e  o f  le g is la t io n  w ill ad d  
to  th e  p o r t fo l io  o f  in te rv e n tio n s  a v a i la b le  to  s c h o o l a d m in is tra to rs  as  th e y  a t te m p t to  a c h ie v e  o u r  e d u c a t io n a l  
o b je c t iv e s  in  a  sa fe , sc h o o l e n v iro n m e n t. T h e  H ig h  S c h o o l p a re n ts  h a v e  a lw a y s  a p p re c ia te d  y o u r  w illin g n e s s  to  
b o th  lis te n  to  th e ir  c o n c e rn s  a n d  to  re sp o n d  to  them .

I w o u ld  l ik e  to  o f fe r  so m e  in s ig h ts  r e g a rd in g  th e  n e e d  fo r  an  e x p a n d e d  s e t  o f  to o ls  to  u s e  in  o u r  e f fo r ts  to  h e lp  
y o u n g  p e o p le  b e  su c ce ssfu l T h e  p ro b le m s  fa c in g  a d m in is tra to rs  as th e y  a tte m p t to  p ro v id e  a sa fe  e n v iro n m e n t fo r 
e d u c a t io n  a rc  m u c h  d if fe re n t th a n  th e y  w e re  tw e n ty  y e a rs  a g o . e v e n  f iv e  y e a rs  a g o . M y  e x p e r ie n c e  a s  a  s tu d e n t, 
te a c h e r , a s s is ta n t p rin c ip a l an d  p r in c ip a l at K o d ia k  sc h o o ls  has  g iv e n  m e a  so m e w h a t u n iq u e  p e rsp e c tiv e  re g a rd in g  
th e s e  p io b lc m s .  F u n h e r ,  as p re s id e n t  o f  th e  A la s k a  A s s o c ia tio n  o f  S e c o n d a ry  S c h o o l P r in c ip a ls ,  1 h a v e  th e  
o p p o r tu n ity  to  in te ra c t w ith  p r in c ip a ls  f ro m  all o v e r  the  s ta te  o f  A lask a  an d  to  sh a re  th e ir  c o n c e rn s . It is sa fe  to  say  
th a t  th e ir  p r im a ry  c o n c e rn  is d ie  in c re a se  in  v io le n c e , g a n g s  and  > o a th  c r im e .

V io le n c e  h a s  re a c h e d  e p ic  p ro p o r t io n s  in  A la s k a  sc h o o ls . E le m e n ta ry  a n d  S e c o n d a ry  p r in c ip a ls  a re  e x p e ll in g  
s tu d e n ts  in  re c o rd  n u m b e rs  fo r  a s s a u lt ,  w e a p o n s , g a n g  a c tiv ity , d ru g  d e a lin g  a n d  in tim id a tio n .  S ix  year 's  ag o  
m o s t  a d m in is t ra to rs  d id n 't  k n o w  th a t th e re  e v e n  wa> an  e x p u ls io n  p o lic y . N o w  m o s t o f  th e m  k n o w  it b y  h e a r t I 
m a s t  sh a re  w ith  y o u  tha t it is  w ith  d e e p  re g re t th a t an y  a d m in is tra to r  e x p e ls  a  s tu d e n t fo r it r e p re s e n ts  th e  o p p o s ite  
p u r p o s e  o f  o u r  p ro fe ss io n a l c a re e rs

G a n g  a c tiv i ty  is a p h e n o m e n a  n e w  to  A la s k a  M o st A la s k a n s  w h e n  th e y  h e a r  th e  w o rd  g a n g , r e m in is c e  b a c k  to  
th e i r  s c h o o l d a y s  to  th e  f r ie n d s  th e y  “ h u n g  o u t” w ith  o n  th e  w e e k e n d . T h e y  tu rn e d  o v e r  a  fe w  o u th o u s e s  an d  
m a y b e  r a is e d  a  lit tle  " b e ll”  f ro m  tim e  to  tim e  b u t n o th in g  se rio u s . H e ll ra is in g  w a s  u w e e k -e n d  a c tiv i ty  b e c a u s e  
m o s t p a re n ts  w o u ld n 't  le t th e ir  k id s  n in  a ro u n d  o n  a sc h o o l n igh t.

I t 's  n o t th a t  w a y  a n y m o re . G a n g s  axe o r g a n iz e d  g ro u p s  o f  in d iv id u a ls  w h o  se ll d ru g s ,  w h o  h u n  p e o p le ,  w h o  
in t im id a te  p e o p le  a n d  w h o  are  n o t a f ra id  o f  a n y b o d y  o r  any  th in g . M a n y  o f  th e m  g re w  u p  o n  th e  s tre e ts  o f  la rg e  
c i t ie s  a n d  h a v e  m o v e d  to  live  w ith  re la tiv e s  b e c a u s e  o f  p ro b lem ', b ac k  h o m e . T h e y  d o n 't  le a v e  th e ir  life  b e h in d  bu i 
a t te m p t to  b e g in  w h ere  th e y  le f t  o ff. T h e  so m e w h a t n a iv e  Alaskan y o u th  a rc  w il l in g  re c ru its  fo r  th e  e  p e o p le . 
W b e u  c o n f ro n te d ,  g an g  m e m b e rs  a re  n o t  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t o u r la w s  I t 's  n o  w o n d e r  g a n g s  a re  tn  A la s k a

T h e  r e a s o n  th e y  axe no t a f ra id  is  th a t o u r  la w s  w e re  d e s ig n e d  fo r  a d if fe re n t tim e. T h e  ts o la t io n  lh a ’ p ro te c te d  u s  
f ro m  th e  n e e d  fo r  s tr ic te r  la w s  is  n o  lo n g e r  p ro te c tin g  u s  H B  3 0  is a n  im p o r ta n t s te p  G a n g s  ii.se c lo th in g  to  
c o m m u n ic a te  It is  w ith  c lo th e s  th a t the> id e n tify  th e ir  g a n g  an d  it is  w ith  c lo th e s  th a t  th e y  se n d  th e  m e ssa g e , “ I 
a m  p a r t  o f  a  g a n g  d o n 't  m e s s  w ith  m e ."  W e  h a v e  n a d  v io le n t f ig h ts  in v o lv in g  w e a p o n s  as « r e s u l t  o f  w h o  i \  
w e a r in g  w h a t c o lo rs .  S o m e tim e s  th e  f ig h ts  axe b e tw - * n  p e o p le  w h o  h a v e  n e v e r  s e e n  e a c ’. o th e r  b e fo re  th e y  
n o tic e d  e a c h  o th e rs  c lo th e s  A d m in ir tra io rs  n ee d  to  rc g u . u e  c lo th in g  as  an  im p o rta n t too l to  k e e p  th e  sc h o o ls  sa fe . 
E v e n  i f  w e  d id n 't  w an t to  u se  u n ifo rm s , the  k n o w le d g e  t lv t  w e  h av e  th a t a u th o r i ty , w ill a c a t e  th e  p e e r  p re s su re  
n e c e s s a ry  to  s to p  c lo th e s  f ro m  b e in g  u se d  fo r in tim id a tio n .

C le a r ly ,  th e re  axe a n u m b e r  o f  la w s  th a t  w o u ld  h e lp  u s  tn  o u r  e f fo r ts  to  e d u c a te  o u r  y o u th  1 h o p e  th a t y o u  w ill 
c o n t in u e  to  c a r e f u l l y  r \ p |c r c  o p p o r tu n it ie s  to  h e lp  in te rv e n e  w ith  a t rt 'k  k id s  W e n e e d  th e se  la w s , n o t to  g e t rid  
o f  k id s ,  b u t to  h e lp  th e m

r  in fo rm a tio n , p le a se  d o n 't  h e s ita te  to  cull
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T O :  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  B E T T Y E  D A V I S

S U B J E C T :  A S D  P O S I T I O N  P A P E R :  H O U S E  B I L L  3 0 ,  " . A N  A C T  R E L A T I N G
T O  A  D R E S S  C O D E  F O R  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S  '

D A T E :  J A N U A R Y  2 5 ,  1 9 9 5

F o r  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t ,  t h e  i s s u e  o f  s t u d e n t  d r e s s  is  
c o v e r e d  u n d e r  t h e  A S D  S t a t e m e n t  o f  S t u d e n t  R i g h t s  a n d  R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  
S e c t i o n  1 0 ,  F r e e d o m  o f  S y m b o l i c  E x p r e s s i o n ,  S t u d e n t  D r e s s  C o d e .  T h e  S e c t i o n  
s t a t e s :

S T U D E N T  D R E S S  C O D E :  E a c h  s t u d e n t  s h a i l  a t t e n d  s c h o o l  
c . o t h e d  i n  a  m a n n e r  w h i c h  is  c l e a n ,  n o t  h a z a r d o u s  t o  t h e  
s a f e t y  o f  h i m / h e r s e i f  o r  o t h e r s ,  a n d  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  d e t r a c t  
f r o m  t h e  r e q u i r e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t .  S t u d e n t s  
m a y  n o t  w e a r  c l o t h i n g  o r  i t e m s  t h a t  a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
g i n g s .  S t u d e n t s  w h o  d o  w i l l  b e  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  s c h o o l  
u n t i l  s u c h  t i m e  t h a t  t h e y  c e a s e  w e i r i n g  t h e  c l o t h i n g  o r  
i t e m s  t o  s c h o o l  o r  s c h o o l  e v e n t s .

A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  t h e  . A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a  d r e s s  c o d e  
r e q u m n g  s t u d e n t s  t o  w e a r  o r  a  u n i f o r m ,  n o r  is  o n e  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  
H o w e v e r ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  w o u l d  s u p p o r t  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  w o u l d  a i t u w  a  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  t o  a d o p t  a  r e a s o n a b l e  d r e s s  c o d e  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  a  s t u d e n t  
a t t e n d i n g  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  t o  w e a r  a  u n i f o r m  i f  t h e  l o c a l  s c h o o l  
b o a r d  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c y  is  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  
s t u d e n t s  o r  t e a c h e r s  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t
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Uniformed students surrounded President Clinton yesterday as he talked about school uniforms in California.

PRESIDENT ACTS 
ON SCHOOL ATTIRE

Tells Education Dept, to Advise 
Districts on Uniform Policy

By ALISON MITCHELL
LONG BEACH. Calif. Feb. 24 -  In 

the name of putting "discipline and 
learning back In our schools" Presi­
dent Clinton instructed the Federal 
Education Department today to dis­
tribute manuals to the nation's 
ltf.000 school districts advising (hem 
how they can legally enforce a school 
uniform policy.

"If It means that teen-agers will 
stop killing each other over designer 
jackets," the President said In his 
weekly radio address, "then cur pub­
lic school should be able to require 
their stuuuits to require school uni­
forms." He repeated the theme, of 
the voluntary use of school uniforms, 
in a series of appearances through­
out the day, expanding on an Idea he 
mentioned in passing in his State of 
the Union message.

"If It means that the schoolrooms 
will be more orderly, more disci­
plined.” Mr. Clinton said, "and that 
our young people will learn to evalu­
ate themselves by what they are on 
the Inside Instead of what they're 
wearing on the outside, then our pub­
lic schools should be nble to require 
their students to wear school uni­
forms."

/ u ,  \  k  T v ,  5
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Lly Dennis Kelly 
USA TODAY

Seventy percent of second- 
nry school principals think 
uniforms could cut down on vi­
olence, snys n survey that 
could bolster President Gin- 
ton's efforts to push the Idea.

The survey of 5,500 princi­
pals came Monday at the Na­

tional Association of Second­
ary  School P rin c ip a ls  
convention In San Francisco.

“These principals know 
what It's going to take to get 
kJds focused or. learning and 
reducing disciplinary prob­
lems," says Rahm Emanuel, 
an aide to Glnton.

The survey arrives as the 
Education Department Is set

to send manuals next month to 
the nation's 16,000 school dlv 

.tricts offering legal guidance 
to those considering uniforms.

Glnton, who raised the Is­
sue In his Slate of the Union 
speech, argues "If It means 
(hat teenagers will stop killing 
each other over designer )ock- 
ets," schools should be able to 
adopt uniforms voluntarily.

He's buoyed by examples
such os schools In Long Deach, 
Calif., where fights dropped 
51*X> within a year after uni­
forms were required.

The manual urges schools 
to engage parents and educa­
tors In the decision and ad- 
vli-es that policies;

► Should accom m odate 
Items worn as part of religious

expression
► Shouldn't prohibit 

slon, such as political but^ns.
► Should consider an " 

out" provision for parents.
“It obviously won’t solve all 1 

the problems," says Michael* 
Casserly, executive director of i j . 

'the Council of the Great G tyr > 
S-hools. "Hut It's a step In the<? * 
rigiA direction" 1 Vfi,

*

U $ A

z / n / n



t USA TODAY • TUESDAY, FEOHUARy 27. 1990-11A
O P I N I O N  U S A

S c h o o L u n i f o r m s :  A  w a y  t o  p u t  c o n t e n t  o v e r  s t y l e

S tu d en ts  In schoo l d is tr ic ts  adop ting  su c h  policies have  show n
Improved behavior, b e t te r  t e s t  s c o re s  and

policle
higher se lf-e s teem .

«

Anyone considering the wis­
dom of President CUi'on's push 
for mandatory school uniform 
owd look no fuitber than Ander* •
•on. S C  wherr a IJycwr-oid , 
bo/s Insistence on wearing a ,
Confederate-#*g Jacket h u  rw- • 
suited In hit suspension from 
school, a federal lawsuit and a . 
lo ad  waste of taspayrr 11 mo and

The youlb, seventhgrad# C o m m e n ta ry  
Jsmea Kinley, haa bow suspend- «* | j  -  -  
ad twlof In recent n r t i  for d»  - ~ 
dining to doff hit prised tackre*'
Sadly for thaw concerned about America's 
in  rnM njjy d«lan( youth. Kinley baa the un­
wavering support of bla parens.

In ihr ckylng civil llbrrtirwspeak of hla 
stepfsiher. Jim Phillips *Hls rtshb haira 
bow violated lif t g in s  to wear (the >k krt) 
back until a court toys he cant."

Al baue b  whether (be school can dictate 
student attire In man districts, schools nay 
prohibit rWhlng considered to be "tnlam- 
matory." the delnltlcn of which seerra to be 
upforgraba

Clinton -  both In hb Stale of the Union 
add ran and last week while campaigning In 
California — died Instances In which chil­
dren brea baeo ahoc for tbetr daal«par shoes 
and K la ra  '•>
I TVr president has aalad tha Department

of the Allah African-American 
population. Urn achool-ciothing W 
au« la more political than fanhloo- , 
able. LejWaiors and citterns have ^  
been arguing for yean about ■ 
whether the rebel b | h a  aymbol 
of hbtory or of radem. with opln- . 
Iona pretty dearly divided along 

, racial Unaa
Thus, lo aay the rebel lag ta In- •

. lammaiory In South Carolina b  
' like aylnff the aun b  a tad warm. '• 

Meanwhile. It's touch to tell a ' 
kid he cant wear a facies bearing 1 
one of hb Kala'a symbols when hb 

own gom nor defrtvlt la  place over the Cap- 
Hot.

School uniform* at the very lead would , 
preclude Klnley-ttyle confllcia. Bui we ' 
needn't red our expectations there A* more 
and more arboob adopt uniform poOdrs — 
from Philadelphia lo Seattle — educalon 
are reportlnc Improved behavior, better ted 
acorea, lea* absenteeism and h itter aelfew- 
teem among dud end 

The prototype for uniform poildea pew  
out of Ihe tre e  Heach (Chllf) Uni led School 
District. which In 1WI was the In* achont 
district In the nation lo require uniform In 
elementary and middle icboola In the

of Education to distribute a manual lo public 
acboob on bow to m ala school uniform 
mandatory

In South Carolina, where (he Confederal* 
hC  Ilea over the ataleboun and la the face

.demfc year atnce. the number of Igbta b  b  up. Ted acorea were ro Improved al one 
by half, and suspsrwtoas have da-,i Long Beach achost. Newcomb Academy, 
‘ l l a .  * . that parana camped out to pot their khb on

SmUariy, acboob are ri reporting towei 
dents of aoaull. to ,  offense. robbery, drug 
urn and vandalbnt, often by aa much at JW  
to *>v

Al the tame lime, academic performance

tower tod-'", the ahnbdeer Ust.
Not evtryunetovas the Idea of school uni­

form . of count.
Critics Include Ihe American CMI Liber- 

Ota Union, which wanb to protect kids' civil

wonh mentlonlnt given that Irena generally 
promt any adull proviso More Interedlog 
are thcae kld-i who welcome uniform a* re- 
Uef from prtwnre lo keep up with e ip t -tv* 
dylta and from the contempt they fed fi m 
their bestrr-dreoed peers 

In Char leal on County, S C, where nearly 
half the public schools have adopted volun­
tary uniform policies, educalon p n b e  Ihe 
leveling, egalitarian effect of uniforms. 
When everyone looks the same, they say, 
children feel better about themselvea They 
take pride In their studies, viewing school as 
a place of work rather than fusl somewhere 
lo hang out with friends 

Meat spurious are argumenb that uni 
form  are racist, singling out the gacg cloth­
ing born of black uiban cultures. SuBce to 
asy, not all cultural «pw wnlngs are worth pre­
serving Gtuig* and their traoptllfl would be 
among thrwe. as would certain Inlammatory 
symbols, maybe even the Confederate '

Yes, the lag's a historical symbol 
many. But glvrn lb  association with slavery

X

liberties, though apparently only selectively. 
While defending the right of children lo e»- 
priK thcmerlrr* fashionably, the AO.U 
manages to Ignore the ctvll rights of kids who 
are assaulted and sometimes killed foe their 
duds or because they Inadvertently wore 
gsng associated colors 

Some Urns also protest, which b  hardly

— not b> mention (he "lied no, I ain't fergu 
dn‘" bumper sticker crowd — one could ar­
gue that the tag doesn't make every brgto 
South Carolinian's chest swell artlh pride 
Sometimes you let Uilnp go fust to keep (he 
pnac*L

In thal sgytrti. perhaps in  also Dme to let go 
of the Idea thal a child's "rlghr lo rspren  
hlnwtf b  more compelling than another 
child's right to sn education to s safe environ-

in school If nowhere ebe. content should 
prevail over style-

Kathleen flu  tor. who** furrbeors fo u rd
on both asdws cf the ClW Vtlv. Hum to Co- 
lumhfcj. S C , and wrttai a wwwhfy rynfioated 
column K* Tribune Medio 5 vsoes



L o n g  B e a c h ' s  

P i o n e e r i n g  

E x p e r i e n c e  

F i n d s  S a f e t y  

a n d  E c o n o m i c  

B e n e f i t s
UNTUCKED 
SHIRT
le g a l

 BAGGY JEANS
legal

DARK
SHOES/BOOTS
legal

T h i» high t t n m r  would be i t
inmfihuni/ in th i ('«U nAopt/d H th/ 
Vium/.n.J. t*>nn , uh<«! brnrd Lilt /all. with 
the pom hU  *%/*;>lion a/ Ait hai/bnll f t p ,  
ti-AnA ton/h/ri ha: • th/ diwrrtuni lo allow </» 
t*tn \lw  illrgnl *>i'd/t th/ now drnx u*U a t* 
n /rx ti/il m/lat l+li '•whls*. "lulltfitgr* nng\, 
a ! htrp/t\ Ihe *ir ilppUn to StQMfotd i 
,v, rti(A «A.«J» l ‘h>Mu In h a w  a Ttu-

Nru to i l  Tiiha

Uniforms

BY CAR LA. COHN
Su|irrlni!'ni1i*nt. Lone H*mh fnMcd 
School InMrli't. Lmc iJeai'li.rulifornin

i
" c  wo years ago, when our school 
f sysicm set o u t to becom e th e

first in the nation to require uni­
forms in all clcm cniarv  and m iddle 
schools, m uch o f the public school 
educational estab lishm ent reacted  
skeptically. We were told that perm is­
sive paren ts, civil liberties in terest 
groups, timid legislators, and a biased 
news media would not let it happen.

Now that we have had 1 1 /2  years 
o f im plem entation  with 99 percen t 
com pliance an d  a substantial d e ­
crease in school crim e, the sam e es­
tablishment is asking: How did  you do  
it?

Board Leadership
In fall 1993. P roposition  174. a 
statewide voucher initiative that would 
have provided public funds for p ri­
vate and  re lig ious schools, was d e ­
feated bv the  voters am idst a ra n ­
corous d eb a te  abou t dissatisfaction 
with the public schools. O ur school 
board m em bers participated in those 
debates and prom ised the voting pub­
lic that, if thev defeated the measure, 
it would not lie business as usual in 
the public schools.

Voucher p ro p o n en ts  criticized 
latge public school svstems in various 
wavs, m i h iding this hunt praise and 
condem nation “Even when some in-



dividual schools gel better, the leader­
ship doesn’t have the courage to bring 
the reform s to the whole system."

This rang  particularly true in our 
district because we had a highly suc­
cessful pilot uniform  program involv­
ing 11 of o u r 70 elem entary and  m id­
d le schools. Adm inistrators in these 
schools were reporting significant im­
provem ents to  school climate.

B oard m em b er Ed Eveland. a re ­
tired school adm inistrator, took that 
challenge and  com m itm ent seriously. 
T hree  m onths after the defeat of die 
voucher initiative, Eveland’s proposal 
fo r m andato ry  uniform s for all ele­
m en ta ry  an d  m iddle schools was 
u n an im ously  passed hv the  board  
with a tatget wirting date of Septem ­
b e r  1994. Individual schools were 
given the authority  to meet with par­
ents. teachers, and  adm inistrators to  
d e te rm in e  th e ir own choice o f u n i­
fo rm . incentives, com pliance m ea­
sures (within approved param eters), 
and  m eans for providing financial as­
sistance to indigent families.

T h ro u g h o u t o u r experience with 
m an d a to ry  school uniform s, the  
b o ard  has rem a in ed  unan im ous in 
p u rsu in g  full im plem entation  o f a 
policy th a t prom ises an im proved 
learn ing  environm ent and safctv ben ­
efits fo r studen ts . The poiicv also 
m eans substantially reduced clothing 
costs for parents

Promoting Safety
Last year, the Public Agenda Founda­
tion in its survey report, 'F irst Tilings 
First: W hat .Americans F.xpeci from  
the Public Schools.' reseated ih ji par­
en ts  and  com m unity m em bers want 
public schools that are "safe, orderly, 
and  em phasizing the basics." The re­
p o rt suggested that a public school 
w ithout a prim ary em phasis on  s tu ­
d e n t safety is fraudu len t in seeking 
any o th e r  im provem ents no  m atter 
how lofty o r noble their purpose mav 
he.

At u n ifo rm ed  schools in Long 
Beach, we’re making student safety a 
top  priority. G ang clothing is sirtuallv 
nonexistent. O ur uniforms thus pn> 
vide a  safe wastage for children who 
m ust n eg o tia te  th e ir wav th ro u g h  
g ang  te rr ito r ie s  going to and  from  
sell ot. O ur s.intents clad in uniforms 
n r  u not w o n . about gang co lon  and 
stvlrs T hrs d ' n ’t have to focus undue

atten tion  upon m aking sure they o r 
their parents select clo thing colors o r 
items that avoid inadvertently adver­
tising o n e 's  self as a gang  m em ber. 
Uniforms go a long way toward p ro ­
viding a neutral coat of arm s for chil­
d ren  whose clothing m ight otherw ise 
make them  targets.

O u r uniform s also allow easy and  
im m ediate identification o f  outsiders 
who do  not belong on campus. Every 
adm inistrator o f a large school knows 
the potential for problem s of d isrup­
tion and violence when outsiders, in­
cluding gang mem bers, gain access to 
a school cam pus without a process of 
rcadv identification.

Some parents and m em bers o f  the 
news m edia have asked why we d id n 't 
ju s t stick with the  vigorous en fo rce­
m en t o f a dress code as opposed  to 
m andating uniforms. The truth is that 
we have had a dress code in the Long 
Beach schools for three decades and  
in recent scars had am ended  it to  ex­
clude clothing and articles favored by 
gangs.

However, as most school adm inis­
trators know, gang co lon  and items of 
apparel change constantly. Successive 
bans a gam vi one  item o r color after 
another is like n ing to hit a moving 
target U m foiim  elim inate the n e rd  
for venal prosenptionv nl constantly

changing gang styles and colors. Mon­
ito ring  un ifo rm  com pliance in our 
e lem entary  an d  m iddle schools has 
been m ore effective than trying to en­
force anti-gang codes.

More importantly, our first-year re­
sults in reducing  on< am pus school 
crim e following im plem entation  o f

m andatory uniform s are impressive. 
O ccurrences o f fighting, assaults, rob­
bery, vandalism, and weapons posscv 
sion have d ro p p ed  sharply from  the 
previous year without uniforms. Over­
all. we experienced Sti percent fewer 
crim e in c id en ts  divtrictwide in our 
K-8 schools.

In ad d itio n , suspensions o f stu ­
dents at o u r elem entary and middle 
schools d ro p p ed  significantly. In ter­
estingly. this also was true at our high 
schools, w hich recorded  9 percen t 
fewer suspensions last vcar

As a school system, wc were not an ­
tic ipating  such dram atic Prst-year 
gains and  wc'II be working this vear 
with o u r  researchers to fe rre t out 
w hether o th er initiatives or interven­
tions con tribu ted  to juch impressive 
results. Suffice it to say that wc are 
both surprised and delighted by ihcsc 
developm ents.

L e a rn in g  C lim ate
In the |vast two years, our Public lufot-

Ijor.g Beach Superintendent Carl Cohn wrti with Uuilenti .it Xeti.cn mh Academy, now 
in ill third year with mandatory unijorms The K-'i uhool u to pofiular that 300parmli 
camped out overnight to get their children enrolled once it mandated a d mi code I ’hoin 
try Ed Knvu/lumg Bet.ch. Calif., Cm fieri Puhhc Schooli

FEBRUARY W!W 2:1



rnation Office has received thousands 
o f  inquiries from parents and school 
systems a ro u n d  th e  country  asking 
whether school uniforms benefit only 
com m unities where gr ng warfare al­
ready is pervasive and out o f control. 
O u r answer is tha t all parts o f o u r 
school system, suburban and  urban, 
have realized substantial learning en ­
v iro n m en t benefits  as a result o f 
m andatory uniform  im plem entation. 
Some o f o u r m ore suburban schools

Carnle Quart, deputy lupevnlendent o f  Oak­
land. Calif, I'mfied !tubli( Schooli. helped 
implement Ihe dtilnci't mandatory uniform 
fmliry for itudenli in kindergarten through 
eighth pails h u t  fall. I ’lw to by S  A. Carol/ 
Oakland I niftni P ubhr Schools

were pioneers m * mdating uniforms 
precisely becau they d id  not want 
urban gang influences spreading to 
their sriioois Both minority and m a­
jority parents supported these initia­
tives as measures that would improve 
the overall learning for students, even 
il tlicir childien lived in relatively vtfc. 
cnm r-free neighborhoods.

O ur teachers and  parents believe 
tha t uniform s help  foster a p rofes­
sional mindset for students. C hiidtcn 
in uniform  com e to school with the 
attitude dies a ie  coming to school to 
work S< hool i% then seen as a work­
place lor teaching and learning. It is

n o t seen as a b a ttleg ro u n d , a play­
ground. or a fashion stage. Uniforms 
reinforce the expectation that school 
is, as it should be, a w orkplace for 
learning.

Many of our schools arc reporting 
tha t they have enjoyed a noticeable 
decline in tardies, cut classes, referrals 
for discipline, and  suspensions. This 
tangible benefit to  die learning envi­
ronm ent has created  widespread en­
thusiasm  for th e  un ifo rm  policy 
am ong large num bers o f Long Beach 
parents, teachers, adm inistrators, and 
business partners.

Easy A ffo rd ab ility
In Long Beach, most schools opt for a 
uniform  that consists of a white shirt, 
blouse or polo shirt with collar worn 
with navy pants, skirt, o r shorts. Al’ 
schools have tried to adopt uniform  
arrangem ents that respect the socioe­
conom ic diversity o f o u r students. In 
o u r system of S 1.000 students, a little 
m ore than a th ird  qualify for Aid to 
Families with D ep en d en t C hildren, 
while two-thirds are eligible for free 
o r reduced price lunches.

We have found  th a t the average 
clothing cost per child in schools with 
a s tu d en t un ifo rm  is m arkedly less 
th an  that in schools w ithout a u n i­
form  program , red u cin g  c lo th in g  
costs for parents. Tvpical uniform s in 
o u r area will cost $70-90 per vcar for 
a set of three. As most parents know, 
dtis am ount is far lev* than many stu­
dents spend for one  item of designer 
clothing.

Uniforms can lie obtained at local 
th rift stores, d e p a rtm e n t stores, o r 
uniform  suppliers w here families can 
shop for the best values. O ur parents 
tell us that an initial inodco ouUav for 
a uniform  pm chave is m ore than  off­
set hv future savings.

T he board of education has made it 
clear that novotm gster should be pe­
nalized for failing to wear a uniform  
because of financial hardsh ip  All 
schools are required to develop proce­
dures and criteria to identify families 
in need of financial assistance.

In addition, each school designates 
a staff m em ber o r volunteer t<* help 
those families in need  of assistance. 
Finally, each school wotks with staff 
I I K i t iO e r s ,  th e  local school rom m u- 
nitv. and business partners to idrniifv 
resources for assisting I.unities

At the district level, the Long Beach 
Education Foundation and the Assis­
tance League's O peration School Bell 
have raised m ore 'b a n  $100,000 lo 
support uniform s for poor kids this 
past school year. H undreds o f o ther 
local charities an d  individuals have 
com e forward to offer their support 
to in d ig en t fam ilies in o u r  school 
community.

Compliance Challenges
Any school system p lan n in g  to  sail 
against the  wind in setting  h ig h er 
drs behavior, an d  academ ic s tan ­
dards needs to be prepared to defend 
itself vigorously. T he forces com m it­
ted to m ediocntv an d  the status quo  
arc. at times, legion.

D uring our two-year ex perience 
with m andato ry  un iform s, we have 
had two legal challenges that, as of 
the end  of 1995, we have successfully 
countered.

The first came abou t two years ago 
in federal court when a group o f par­
ents who were lawyers sought a tern- 
p rarv restraining o rd e r arguing that 
no public school system could im ple­
m ent a m andatory uniform  policy. In 
denying the plaintiffs' petition .Judge 
Manuel L. Real o f  the Central District 
of California indicated that h r  could 
find 'n o  irreparable in jur,"  in die ac­
tion o f our board o f  education.

O u r second and  most recent legal 
challenge has com e from a group of 
attorneys at die Legal Aid Foundation 
of Long Beach T hey claim  to fulls 
support our m andatory uniform  pol­
icy, bu t thev arg u e  we are  denying 
poor children its benefits bv refusing 
to make the program  an entitlem ent 
one. Thev claim that poor families are 
going without food, utilities, and ren­
tal payments in o rd e r to purchase "ex­
pensive" uniform s. T heir com plain , 
dem ands that wc provide six full sets 
o f  uniform s free to  cvcrv youngster 
who qualities for free or reduced  
price lunch.

Wc have no  in ten tion  of complying 
with Mich an  ab su rd  request. O u r 
cninmiinitv believes that poor people 
still have respect, dignity, and individ­
ual initiative. The last thing thev n erd  
is one m ore governm ent entitlem ent 
designed  to  fo ste r g rea te r d e p e n ­
d en ts  A ttom rv C atherine B Hagen 
of O 'M elvenv an d  Mvers. a p ro m i­
n en t S o u th ern  (.a liform * law firm

24 T il K St a||i *« iI.AHMINISTII.Yri >l(



S o m e  B a s i c  I n g r e d i e n t s  f o r  

a  M a n d a t o r y  U n i f o r m  P o l i c y

■  f  you arc considering adopting a mandatory school uniform policy, 
Ri you should consider whether the following five critical conditions are 
^  present in your community before going forward:
• A stable school board
Major policy changes that directly affect all students and parents cannot 

be considered when a school board is unstable or dysfunctional. Our board 
maintained its unanimity throughout this process, even though one school 
board member was elected to the city council and was replaced by a new­
comer, who has shown nothing but enthusiasm for the uniform policy.

• Supportive parents and community
Early on in our discussions about requiring uniforms, the Ijong Btach 

Pmt-TfUgram conducted a survey showing 
that 80 percent o f parents and community 
members favored the idea of public school 
uniforms. Throughout the process parents 
o f all races and socioeconomic levels have 
been very supportive, contrary to the conven­
tional wisdom that urban school parents do 
not support higher dress standards

• Resources to defend the policy 
Too often school systems adopt a ‘ contro­

versial* policy without sufficient attention to 
the allocation of resources to defend the in i­
tiative. Nothing is worse than starung down 
a path to higher standards for students and 
then abandoning die cause at the first sign of 
trouble, such as a legal challenge.

• Capable site administrators 
Although some would see this as a given, the success o f any systemwide

initiative depends on the ability o f principals to successfully cackle a new 
challenge. If principals signal anything less than enthusiasm for a school 
uniform initiative, you w ill not get a high rate o f compliance. t

• Community philanthropic resources .. *. 
Throughout the yean, local philanthropic and service organisations

have come forward to make.^tirc that poor kids in our district have the 
basic necessities for school. Uniforms in Seog Beach and other commu­
nities are serving as a positive vehicle for garnering additional community 
support for poor snulenctl.i ;

community group or service club, the 
first question from the audience is al- 
ways about when, not if. we will bnng 
mandatory uniforms to our high 
schools And if ihe audience includes 
some of our genuine old-iuncrs. thev 
will point out that Long Beach high 
school students actually wore uni­
forms in the lOItOs and ‘40s. confirm­
ing the notion there reallv is little 
that is new in education today.

As we look to the future, we are de­
termined to bring die safety, learning 
environment, and economic benefits 
or mandators' school uniforms to our 
high school students, even though

support for poor
,  -

■ m
— Cart Cohn

W

once headed bs Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher, has agreed to 
represent our school system pro bono 
in this matter.

Another challenge that we've had 
to face comes from those parents who 
hasr decided to opt their child out o f 
the uniform policy. The uniform leg­
islation bill, which Governor Pete Wil­
ton signed in August 1994. included a 
provision that required school dis­
trict* to provide *a method whrrebs 
parents mav choose not to have d irir

children comply with an adopted 
school uniform policy,”

While our Kho>1 d sun. t would have 
preferred a bill without dur provision, 
we’se been shir to maintain an ex­
traordinarily high Ir .r l o f complumc 
at all schools (or a sear and a half 
School pnncipals. parents, and class­
room teachers deserve all the credit 
for sustaining tins success over time.

F u t u r e  P r o s p e c t s
Whenever I give a speech before a

StiUmu from Franklin Year VSaW in
Oakland, Calif. tkttr af] iknt umfimi 
F k o la  t o u t i n g  of Oakland I ’m jU d  P n k lu  
V W i

implementation will require even 
greater courage than we’ve shown so 
far.

One o f our high school parent 
support gToupt actualb is supporting 
implementation of a pilot uniform 
program at their high school for the 
1996-97 school sear. In the mean­
time. we'll be sending high school 
students, teachers and parenu to 
visit high schools m San Francisco 
and Orange Counts. Calif. which are 
pioneering school uniforms this 
sear.

.As I look back on die past two sears 
o f this extraordinary adventure. I'm 
thankful to a courageous school 
board, incredibly supportive parenu. 
hard-working teachers and adminis­
trators, a giving community of volun­
teers. and 57.000 etemenuri and 
middle school studrnu who wear 
their uniforms with pride even dav.

F E B R U A R Y  U M M  2ft



F a s h i o n i n g  a  N e w  S c h o o l  P o l i c y

i»angs ImjuHv Continuing vio. 
lenve PuhU schools have been in thr 
center of th.v evalat.ng maelstrom over 
the past tc** 'fan 
Some educators leaking for remedies 

have fastened on the notion ot requir­
ing students to wear school ur.itormv 
In reverse several states— California 

Delaware v*ih Carolina ItahandSir- 
gtma— have passed legislation that gnn 
l<xa! school toarJs thr option to require 
uniforms Thr laws also specify that con­
stitutional protections and needs o( thr

poor hr met Thr California law links 
umiorns to school vatets plans and pro- 
Sides t.»r at Iran six months notice to 
parents The lta h la »  curs patents W* 
daw to d.sappmse a dress code

Vlthough the mme is controversial 
educators argue that uniforms help 
eliminate fights o te r certain kinds of 
clothes expeciallc those that ate sang- 
related and reduce distractions caused 
hs students who wrar things that are 
expensive, trends or suggestive.

Do the policies work’  Thev did in
long  Beach Calif Since the 
student unifotm policv was 
adopted for elemenraiv and 
middle uhoo ls in 1 ^ 4  
their has hern a T2 per­
cent decrease in student suspensions 
an fH percent decrease in vandalism 
and fights are down bv 51 percent 

’ look  at the numbers look at the 
reduttiisr o f crtmr * vavv Long Beach 
rnncipal Sha*n kshiev who now wears 
a uniform himself 

The long Beach polios is hem* chal­
lenged m court however bv 2« low - 
income pa'cnrs who argue that since 
ihev cannot altord uniforms the rule 
does not pnnidf equal xcesv to educa­
tion l*v the pw-»r There u  some morses 
available to help nerds students tut the 
group ,o r!c r dv that ii is tv* mouth 

ph^r-.x Sn; schools also faced a 
cout* challenge or. uniforms and 
won Mam opa Counts s-aprrioe Coun 
fudge st-chael D Jones fu'ed il) 
Vuverr.her I*x»S t fu l a m iJJit- wfsoo’ 
uniiiS-m *uie d d not violate me first 
S rr.e r.Jren i tteedom of *hoive and 
express n—even t h o u g h  the pw>l»<v
d.-d hi t c »e siudcnts the option ot 
not wea* n< a ur • rm tones -j.ed the 
whivi d *f *t Je-..s on teas. naMr 
nr» a.»e t ajoptrd the pi- t*v t heip
e. -r.-a’e gang -e J'ed .loin *g and 
put students of different UMtiyco* 
noting 'cvfls on even gti*und
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Su it G ia lle n g in g  L o n g  B e a ch  U n ifo rm  P o lic y  D ro p p e d
By Je s s ic a  P ortner

The American Civil Liberties 
Union o f Southern California last 
week agreed to drop it* lawsuit 
against a California srhcol district 
after the district pledged to im­
prove the way its mandatory 
-chool-uni form program was being 
implemented
For more than a year, the 

83,000-student Long Beach dis­
trict has required all its elemen­
tary and middle school students 
to dress in uniform fashion It 
was the first public school system 
in the nation to institute a dts- 
trtctwide uniform policy. 'See Ed  
ucation Wrrk.Feb. 14,1996)

Under district policy, parents can 
get exemptions from the uniform 
requirement for their children.

In fo rm in g  P a r e n t s

But soon after the policy was 
put into place in fall 1994. the 
ACLU filed a lawsuit in state court 
on behalf of 26 low-income fami­
lies. claiming that the policy ne­
glected to adequately inform par­
ents about their right to opt out 
of the program. AciU lawyers 
also said the plan posed a finan­
cial burden on poor families who 
could not afTord to buy uniforms 
for their children.
Under the agreement, the dis­

trict pledged to distribute addi­

tional mailings to parents about 
the uniform policy as well as pro­
vide information about local char­
ities that denote uniforms to stu­
dents. District officials said 
chanties have donated more than 
S 180,000 worth of uniforms to 
distncl students since the pro­
gram began.
District leaders also agreed to 

designate an official to be an om­
budsman between the school sys­
tem and parents, as well os install 
liaisons al elementary and middle 
schools who can assist parents 
with problems and questions 
about the uniform code.
Both parties seemed pleased 

last week that they were able

to settle their differences out o 
court.
'We arc thrilled that this ha 

worked out, because parents wi) 
now know their righti and havi 
help,"said Ann Bradley, the medi; 
director of the A C lf  of Southi-n 
California.
Dick Van Der Loan, the district 

spokesman, said the decision wn.' 
fair to all concerned. He said h« 
was relieved that the plaintiff 
dropped their initial request to re 
quire the district to provide si: 
uniforms to each low-tncomo stu 
dent who requested them.
That would have been a prctf 

substantial price tag," Mr. Var 
Der Loan said. . . .
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R e n o  la u d s  s c h o o l u n ifo r m  p o lic y
p

Ais c o m c  e -m
Attorney General Janet Reno applaud* the oom- a Long Beach rrUddk school, where she praised
merits ot a student during $ visit Wednesday to the district's mandatory uniform policy.

Wiil«l Pmt

LONG BEACH - Attorney Gen 
ersl Janet Reno brought White 
House encouragement Wednes­
day to the first I' S public school 
iiatnct in modem times to make 
ta studenta wear uniform#
Reno and local officials cited a 

sharp drop in school} ard fighting 
and cnme. but some low-income 
parenu have complained the uni­
form policy isn't uniform enough 
*You set a wonderful example 
or this eourtrv ' Reno told stu- 
Jents a: W ill R.jger# Middle 
Schoii She prom «*«i to tell Presi- 
ient Clinton n r . r  '.re <cn«xl had 
accomplished

He is vj proud o f w'-.j : you ve 
lone" she *aid 
The Lcctg Brtrh Unified School 

District in 1994 began a mtndato- 
•y uniform policy for its nearly 
60.000 students in 56 elementarv 
and 14 middle school#
Fighung dropped by more than 

naif last year from the year be­
fore. according to district figures 
Suspension went down J2 per­
cent. while crime and fighting 
general!} were down 36 percent.
*1 am convinced that uniforms 

ran make a big difference.* Reno 
uud

'It's a diverse nat,on.' »he told 
student# ‘ But I think you re going 
*s be seeing uniforms in more and 
t .< re schools across the country " 
The uru fom  issue is one topic 

where the Wh.ijr H-iuve can find 
common cause witr. oonservaUve 
<rhrutian and other organuations 
ouihmg for school .range* that 
nclude mandatory prayer and a 
ex education ban 
A derm  children who tf*‘ k parr 

.n WfdrevdS'- * p* gram told Re 
no thr;. l.ked :*ei? uniform#
*1 fret tiar 2 m going t,* work, not 

hongirgout with mv :•. r. 1» * sa,d 
o ie youngster wr.c jtrpped up to 
J i t nucrvphone 
'Do you have t<> wear a uniform 

at work’" asked student Laura 
Perry
*1 think I would en.w>y it' the at­

torney general replied, explaining 
that she wouldr. t have : worm 
every morning about what t> 
wear
Children out on the playground 

were;u*t as candid 
Gang symbol*, particularly 

Ra.der football logo*, were popu- 
I a: before last year, taod Michael 
Rausch 12 'At lunch there’s no 
— re f ghtl." he sa.d 
Nat ail the students were so 

positive ,
*i feel that umfoma are kinda 

stupid cause the school thculd.nl 
make us wear wrat <w>don t want 
to * sa d Danielle Bent 14 
Others r.ave ob.ected to the poli­

cy, too
About SO parents and student* 

sued the district Sept 12 claim

tng student* who couldn't afford 
uniforms were being haraaard by 
teacher* and administrator*.
'The policy is not standard 

throughout the (cboota in the dis­
trict.* lead Ann Bradley, a Ameri­
can Civil L be rue* Union spokaa- 
woman
The dutrvt needs to make it 

clear to parent* that they don't 
have to buy un/orm* if they can't 
afford them, the said, and chil­
dren who can t must he left alone
'A lot of these kick - htUs kid* - 

have been haraaaed by teachers 
who poBllyne oat of lynch lines 
or flop Own La tbs halU.' Bradley 
said. nlrm eeme wsr'rr not sitting 
down at thr lahte and finding a 
way 10 solve this problem'* We 
cbdnl war. t to Ale this suit*

The ACLU and Long Beach Le­
gal Aid were handling the plain- 
tiffs' case.
“We don't d-*agnre that the pt! 

cy is fantaitie.' Bradley 
'We re saying we have to recti:;, 
thi* problem '
“W'e have numerous other way - 

to provide uniform* for student# 
countered Lur.d* Moore pnnap.il 
«t Rogers Th>/#e include the Par­
ent Teacher Organisation, a »p-- 
cial foundation and private do 
nor*, the said 
'No student goes without one* 

Mooeetaid.
*Moma tell ua lhay can buy 

three uniform* for the pner of or.# 
pair of designer yrsnw (costing $5 
to $60*.' said district spokrt.ro * • 
Richard Van Der Lain



In M ass., 
•uniform s
•••

a n  option
By Kartn Avtnoao

8Lxxtrv jum pers ind  'cJla ir»  al­
ready  common under eotunUry wu- 

j o r r u  program s in some Mm u c .Su - 
Mt*S public Khoois.

More than a quarter of Boston's 
81 public tiemenury schools, and 
dcams ot schools statewide. nff«r 
student* < uniform opooa But uas- 

• forms arc oot mandatory, u  t  the 
Long B«irh eeperujent.

"7 .' lo Boston. M pubttc schools - ill 
out ooe si the elementary level - 

. _'pun to adopt or hive wJcpCed in op. 
, &ooal-uniforms policy, according to 

"School Departmect officials. The 
1993 Educauon Reform Art p m  in- 
dM4uaJ school councils the right to 
recorcmend jliowjig uniform

B ay S u re  school o fica is  u id  
th ey  have ero d ed  legal problem  by 
w ording th e e  peboea caraf-ily aod 
afrra jn  making uniforms eoiuntiry.

Boetan schools that have a uni- 
Cara pobcy include toe Tinuky Msd- 

’* tfle School in Roibory. the Paul A. 
Dover School Li Dorchester and the 
Agiaaiz Elementary School n Ja­
maica P-afc. At the Agassiz. Hapan- 
< parenu, familiar wuh uniforms 
from their ,\»tm oooc-raa. lobbied 

,/a r them three yeart ago, proapeJ 
Alfredo Noras said. 
u “They felt it j i t *  students a 
\to3A of pnde tn the schorl and 
would cot doom or tpec<Lcg and dia- 
cpkrury problem*.* Nu>a u c  He 
r*>d Ne has seea scene conges, bet 
noted that oaJy 100 of 900 Kudeeca 
nhoose to wear iniforai 
. BeceoUy. the Holyoke School 
Committee passed a voluntary 
school uwfora pobcy. school oZcub 
ibare aard And tn May. 'he John P. 
j^aaady Elarocnlary School iA fU.v 
doiph beeane o*« af the fins sobor- 
pan Boetoo sehoo a to offer students 
l  onMarsaa spQoy f i o j i o A  G L L c

J+A. 13 111t
l



Kod ia k  Is land Borough Schoo l  Dist r ict 
722 Mill Bay Road 

Kodiak, Alaska 99615 
Office of the Superintendent 

(907) 486-9220

April 19, 1996

Senator Lyda Green 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

Dear Senator Green:

At a special meeting on Monday, April 15, 1996, the Kodiak Island Boroug’ i School 
District Board of Education unanimously approved the following resolutions:

• Resolution #956-02, A Resolution in Support of HB 30 -- Dress Code for 
Public Schools

• Resolution #956-03, A Resolution in Support of CS HB 354 (STA) -  
Retirement Incentive Program

Thank you for your efforts and continued support on behalf of the children of 
Alaska.

Superintendent of Schools 

sjc
Enclosures: Resolution #956-02

Resolution #956-03

A P R  2  a  K

Ans'd...

C



K o d i a k  I s l a n d  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t

Resolution #956-02

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT 
OF HB 30 -  DRESS CODE FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS

W H E R E A S ,  th e  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  c u rre n tly  p ro v id e s  tha t s tu d e n ts  m ay  be d en ied  ad m iss io n  to  sc h o o l fo r 
b e h a v io r  w h ich  is in im ic a b lc  to  the  w e lfa re , sa fe ty , o r  m o ra ls  o f  o th e r  s tu d e n ts ; an d

W H E R E A S ,  th e  K o d iak  Is lan d  B o ro u g h  S ch o o l D is tr ic t, K od iak  P o lice  D e p a rtm e n t an d  A la sk a  S ta te  
T ro o p e rs  h av e  d e te rm in e d  th a t g an g  a c tiv ity  has  in c re ase d  on  K o d iak  Is lan d ; an d

W H E R E A S ,  th e  K o d iak  Is lan d  B o ro u g h  S ch o o l D is tric t is cu rre n tly  u n d e r  th rea t o f  a  la w su it f ro m  an
a tto rn e y  re p re se n tin g  a  K o d iak  fam ily  a l leg in g  th a t the  d is tr ic t’s p o lic y  re s tr ic tin g  s tu d e n t d re s s  an d  
d is c ip lin in g  s tu d e n ts  w h o  are  fo u n d  to  be in v io la tio n  o f  the  e s ta b lish e d  d re ss  c o d e  v io la te s  the  S ta te  
o f  A ia s k a  C o n s titu tio n  g u a ra n te e  o f  fre e  e x p re ss io n ; and

W H E R E A S ,  p a re n ts  a n d  s tu d e n ts  a s so c ia te d  wi th K od iak  H igh  S ch o o l a n d  K od iak  M id d le  S c h o o l h av e  
te s tif ie d  d u r in g  p u b lic  h e a r in g s  th a t s tu d e n ts  d re sse d  in g a n g  c o lo rs /c lo th in g  h av e  in tim id a te d  an d  
th re a te n e d  th e m ; an d

W H E R E A S ,  th e  K o d iak  Is lan d  B o ro u g h  S c h o o l D istric t B o a rd  o f  E d u c a tio n  on  M arch  2 5 , 1996. a d o p te d  a 
p o lic y  a d d re s s in g  s tu d e n t d re s s  w h ich  fo rb id s  g an g  ac tiv ity , g an g  p re se n c e , an d  in d ic ia  o f  g an g  
p re se n c e  o r  a c tiv i ty  ( i nc l ud i ng  g a n g  c lo th in g ) ;

N O W , T H E R E F O R E  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D , th a t the  K od iak  Island  B o ro u g h  S ch o o l D istric t B o a rd  o f  
E d u c a tio n  su p p o rts  th e  p a s sa g e  o f  H B  30 . A n  A ct re la tin g  to  a  d re s s  co d e  fo r  p u b lic  sc h o o ls , 
e s ta b l is h in g  a s c h o o l d is t r ic t 's  a u th o ri ty  to  re s tr ic t s tu d e n t d re ss  i f  it is d e te rm in e d  th a t su ch  a 
re s tr ic tio n  is n e c e s sa ry  to  e n s u re  th e  h ea lth  an d  sa fe ty  o f  s tu d e n ts  o r  te ac h e rs  o f  th e  d is tr ic t.

A D O P T E D  B Y  T H E  K O D I A K  IS L A N D  B O R O U G H  S C H O O L  D IS T R I C T  B O A R D  O F  E D U C A T IO N

T H IS  F I F T E E N T H  D A Y  O F  A P R IL ,  1996

A ttest:

N o rm  W o o te n
C le rk . B o a rd  o f  E d u c a tio n
K o d iak  Is la n d  B o ro u g h  S c h o o l D is tr ic t




