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HB 215

NEA-Alaska supports passage of HB 215. Currently a pupil hostile to the
wolfaro, safety or morals of other pupils may bo suspended from school.
We feel that most assume that a pupil demonstrating similar behavior to a
school employee could also bo suspended for the same reason. If hostile
behavior is directed at a school employee, current suspension law provides
that children must be endangered in order to suspend tho child.

The proposod change in the statute simply gives school districts greater
flexibility to apply suspension to students who endanger the welfare, safety
or morals of scnooi employees whilo working alono while at school.

HB 215 would allow school districts to suspend students who demonstrate
hostile behavior to school employees. Many times employees are at school
before and after tho school day. Acts of violence against employees by
students have occurred when children wero not prosont, but bocause of the
tochnical omission from tho statute tho violent act against an employee
could not bo used as solo grounds for suspension.

Earlier this year we rocoivod a report from an ombudsman who represented
a studont who pointed a weapon at a principal. This act was committed at
a time when children wore not present at school. Even though tho child
was given propor ottontion by civil authorities, tho school district could not
suspond tho student because students woro not present or not in dangor.

Wo fool, with this slight chango in tho law, school districts will clearly have
an opportunity to suspend a studont if they demonstrate bohavior that
throatons a porson employod at school.
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HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE STATE CAPITOL JUNEAU 99801
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES <097] 465-3759

MEMORANDUM

TO: Senator Lyda _ _
Senate HESS Committee Chair

FR: Representative Cynthia
Representative Can
House HESS Committee

DA:  March 23, 1995

RE: Scheduling of HB 215 "An Act relating to suspension of a
student from a public school."

We would like to res ectfuI_IE/ request that you schedule HB 215
before the Senate HESS Commiftee at your earliest convenience.

This bill passed the House with a vote of 37 - 0 and has a zero
fiscal note.

Thank you for your consideration in scheduling this legislation.
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HB 215 AM "An Act relating to suspension of a student from a
public school."

This legislation is intended to correct a weakness in the current
statute on suspension from or denial of admission to a Fubllc
school. One of the five reasons a school district is allowed to
susi)end a child is for behavior that is inimicable to the
welfare, safety or morals of other pupils. For a school district
hostile behavior, pupils must be

|
to suspend a child dem onstratln% e

present and their welfare, safefy ¢ ora _
If a school employee or volunteer is alone at school or alone in
a classroom with no children Rrese,nt and the school employee or
volunteer is threatened by a hostile pupil, that event cannot
S%r'\ioel as grounds for the School district to suspend the hostile
child.

or morals must be threatened.

For example, if a pupil entered a school at the end of the day
with no children present and pointed a gun at the principal, the
ch Id could not be suspended under the provisions outlines in AS
14.30.045. The child could be prosecuted for assault, but the
school district could not use the event as grounds for suspension
of the student in this case.

The remaining four provisions of <S 14.30.045 do not address the
school district %r_ounds for suspension of the child under this
circumstance. This amendment w ill correct the problem by
allowing school districts to suspend students who demonStrate
inimicable behavior to school administrators, teachers,
ae,ctre,tatrles, aides, volunteers, or any employee of the school
Istrict.



§ 14,30.040 Education 5 14 30 045

impartial investigation of .ill apparent violation* If it reasonah'; ap-
pears upon investigation that a pei«gji ha- violated AS 14.30.010. the
governm%body_ ofa di-trict nh™l «("Ci-'L.i! «duc.itiotial attendance
area, or the chief administrative ollicer ol a private or federal school,
shall make and file with the district court a complaint against the
gerson, charging the violation 'S 37-7-3 ACLA 1949, am 4 1ch 32
LA 1949: am § 38 ch 98 SLA 1966; am « 55 ch 6 SLA 1984; am § 23
ch 85 SLA 19881

Effect of mmenrimi-nis m|'E* le «JJ ch « SLA 1*** HCSCSSB 411
amendment. effective June J. 1988 de- Jud *ci House 4 Senate Joint
lei>*d the former la*t sentence, which re.id Journal Supp.eftient No 18. May 10.

'The judge or mam*tpt<-may t»>u* « »ar- jij p, & .. .
rant for the arrrat of tho per, mand mav  Gollateral reference*. - Privilege |
acw Wg@l} P . feport™ or «fatemer.t* about *choolI pﬂpll’D

A eﬁow —Furan ﬁ
<milvA or the amendment of thix ¢p«ion

ee 14.30.040 Ksteri ( S g ’mto? Me* public
scﬁool*]Ior aborigine* }Repeae&pf 59% 9£LA 96%.1 P

Sec. 14.30.045. Ground*, for suspension or denial of ndmis-
sion. A school age child may be suspended from or den ed admission
to the public school tha' tho child i otherwise entitled *>attend only
for tho following causes . .

1' continued wilful disobtd,. ncc or open and persistent defiance of
reasonable school authority.
tﬁz beha?nor that is inimicable to the welfare safety, or morals of
other puplis, . : .

43 appﬂysmal_or mental condition that in the opinion ofa competent
medical adthority will render the child unable to reasonably benefit
from the programs avai'nblc; _

M> a physical or rneniai cond'tion that in the opinion of a competent
medical authority will cause the attendance of the child to be
inimicable_to the welfare of other pupils; o

<5/ conviction of a felony that the governmq body of the district

determines will cause the attendance of the child to be inimicable to
the welfare or education of other pupil* t 39 *m 98 SLA 1986

NOTES TO DEC ISIONS

fluoted in Brre*e % Smith V! P24

159 Veo 197]

ollateral refere e;,) .?Rﬁul.]t -f ] .;\_.*fr S \LRIt9 o
fr?%%ﬂo&?ﬁsf T Li SRS ti |
moing a* ground f enxgubxase r ¥ Lip il 0 if e¥<*ee * front private

169

AS IO O .0~



P RPRPRPRP—P-

FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. ___ tIB-215
1995 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision Dale. Department AHected: Education
Title: Grounds for Suspension of Students BRU: Executive Administration
Component: Commissioner’s Oltice
Sponsor: (HI HESS Comm ittee bv request
Requester: (HI HESS Committee COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 185

OPERATING FY 96 FY 97 FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01
PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & S1RUCTURES

GRANTS. CLAIMS

MISCELLANEQOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 00 0.0 oo oo 0.0 0.0
CAPITAL

REVENUE FUND SOURCE:

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1006GF/MHTIA

Other

TOTAL oo oo 00 00 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME

PART-TIME

TEMPORALY

Estimate of current year (FY95) impact S 0o.Q

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary )

This legislation clarifies when a school ago child may be suspended from public school. Houso Bill 215 will have no
fiscal impact on tho Department of Education.

Proparodby: Sheila Peterson. Special Assistant Phone: j*fi5~aS2
Division: Commissioner’s Office___ Date: March S-1225.
Approved by Commissioner: M|heMahf||.
Agency: Education Date: March S..1SS5.
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